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ADVEKTiSEMEiNT 


TWO    CONCLUDING    VOLUMES. 


It  will  be  seen  that  a  cbaoge  has  been  made  in  the  epoch  at 
which  it  was  origioally  meaut  to  close  this  work.  Instead 
of  going  on  ^vith  the  exclusive  history  of  the  Netherlands 
nutil  the  Synod  of  Dort,  the  author  has  thought  it  more 
strictly  in  accordance  with  his  geneml  plan,  as  well  as  more 
■  convenient  for  tlie  reader,  to  pause  witli  the  narrative  at  the 
point  of  time  when  the  Kepublic  mm  formally  admitted  into 
the  family  of  nations  by  the  treaty  of  twelve  yi^ars'  Truce, 
and  when  its  independence  was  virtually  admitted  by 
Spain.* 

The  history  of  the  Thh-ty  Years'  War,  with  which  the 
renewed  confiict  between  the  Dutch  Commonwealth  and 
the  Spanish  Momircby  was  blended,  until  tbo  termination  of 
the  great  European  stru^;gle  by  tlio  peace  of  Westplialin, 
involves  all  the  most  important  episodes  in  the  progneas  id 
tluj  Netherlands  uiitd  the  year  1G48. 
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The  dagger  of  Jacques  Clement  had  done  much,  and  wiia 
likely  to  do  more,  to  change  the  face  of  Europe.  Another 
proof  was  afforded  that  assassination  had  become  a  regular 
•Itfid  recognised  factor  in  tbo  political  problems  of  the  eix- 
enth  century.  Another  illustration  was  exhibited  of  the 
importance  of  the  individual — even  although  that  individual 
was  in  himself  utterly  despicable — to  the  working  out  of  great 
historical  results.  It  seemed  tliat  the  murder  of  Henry  III. — 
that  forlorn  caricature  of  kingship  and  of  manhood — was  likely 
to  prove  eminently  benelicial  to  the  cause  of  the  Nctherland 
commonwealth.  Five  years  carh'er,  the  murder  of  William 
the  Silent  had  seemed  to  threaten  its  very  existence^ 

For  Philip  tbe  Prutlent,  now  that  France  was  deprived  of 
u  head,  conceived  that  the  time  had  arrived  when  ho  might 
himself  assume  the  sovereignty  of  that  kingdom.  Wliile  a 
tbini,'  i»f  straw,  under  the  name  of  Charles  X.  and  sliape  of 
a  Curdiual  Bourbon,  was  set  up  to  do  battle  with  that  living 
sovereign  and  soldier,  the  heretic  Bearnese,  the  Duke  of 
Parma  was  privately  ordered  to  bend  all  his  energies  towards 
the  conquest  of  the  realm  in  dispute,  under  pretence  of 
aadsting  the  Holy  League. 
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Accordmgly,  early  in  tho  year  1500,  Alexander  concen-| 
trated  a  considerable  force  on  the  French  frontier  in  Artoia  I 
and  Hainault,  apparently  threatening  Bergen-o[>Zooin  and 
other  cities  in  South  Holland,  hut  in  reality  preparing  to 
invade  France.     The  Duke  of  JIayenne,  who  had  assnraed ' 
the  title  of  lieutenant-general  of  that  kmgdom,  had  already 
visited  him  at  BriLssels  in  order  to  arrange  the  plan  of  the 
campiiigu.' 

While  these  measures  were  in  preparation,  an  opportunity 
was  likely  to  bo  afforded  to  tho  Nctherlanders  of  striking  a 
blow  or  two  for  liberty  and  independence;  now  that  all  the  ^j 
force  that  possibly  could  bo  spared  was  to  be  withdrawn  by^^B 
their  oppressors  and  to  Ije  usetl  for  the  subjugation  of  their  ^^ 
neighbours.  The  question  was  whether  there  would  be  a 
statesman  and  a  soldier  ready  to  make  use  of  this  golden 
opportunity. 

There  was  a  statesman  ripe  and  able  who,  since  the  death 
of  the  Taciturn,  had  been  growing  steadily  in  the  estimatioa 
of  his  coimtiymefi  and  who  already  was  paramount  in  the 
councils  of  the  States-General.  There  was  a  soldier,  still 
very  young,  who  was  possessed  of  the  strongest  hereditary 
claims  to  tho  confidence  and  affection  of  the  United  Pro- 
vinces and  who  had  l»een  passing  a  studious  youth  in  making 
himself  worthy  of  his  father  and  his  country.  Fortunately, 
too,  the  statesman  and  the  soldier  were  working  most  har- 
moniously together.  .lulm  of  Ohlen-Banieveld,  with  his 
great  experience  and  vast  and  steady  intellect,  stood  side  by 
side  with  young  Maurice  of  Nassau  at  this  imiiortant  crisis 
in  the  history  of  the  new  commonwealth.  ^m 

At  length  the  twig  was   becoming  the  tree — tandem  j^^^ 
surculua  arbor — according  to  the  device  assumed  by  the  son 
of  William  the  Silent  after  his  father's  death. 

The  Netherlands  had  sore  need  of  a  practical  soldier  to  con- 
tend with  the  scientific  and  professional  tyrants  against  whom 
they  had  so  long  been  struggling,  and  ^Faurice,  although  so 
young,  was  pre-eminently  a  practical  umn.    He  was  no  entlm- 
'  Bnr,  ToL  m,  B.  xxTi  pp.  51C,  518. 


1590.     INTELLECTUAL  TRAINING  OF  PRINCE  MAURICE.      3 

aiast ;  he  was  no  poet.  He  was  at  that  period  certainly  no 
piUtician.  Not  often  at  the  age  of  twenty  haa  a  man  devotee! 
himself  for  years  to  pure  mathematics  for  the  puqx)se  of  saving 
his  conntry.  Yet  this  wjia  Maurice's  scheme.  Four  years  long 
and  more,  when  most  other  youths  in  his  position  and  at  that 
epoch  would  have  been  alternating  between  frivolous  plea- 
sures and  brilliant  exploits  in  the  field,  the  young  prince  had 
spent  laborious  days  and  nights  with  the  learned  Simon 
Stevinus  of  Bruges.  The  scientific  work  which  they  com- 
posed in  common,  the  credit  of  which  the  master  aRsigne<l  to 
the  pupil,  might  have  been  more  justly  attributed  perhaps 
to  the  professor  than  to  the  prince,  but  it  is  certain  that 
Msiunce  was  an  apt  scholar. 

In  that  country,  ever  held  in  existence  by  main  human 
force  against  the  elements,  the  arta  of  engineering,  hydro- 
statics and  kindred  branches  were  of  necessity  much  culti- 
vated. It  was  reserved  for  the  young  mathematician  to 
make  tliem  as  potent  against  a  human  foe. 

Sloreover,  there  were  symptoms  that  the  military  disci- 
pline, learaing  and  practical  skill,  which  had  almost  made 
Spain  the  mistress  of  tlio  world,  were  sinking  into  decay. 
Farnese,  although  still  in  the  prime  of  life,  was  broken  in 
health,  and  there  seemed  no  one  fit  to  take  the  place  of  him- 
self and  his  lieutenants  when  they  should  be  removed  ft-om 
the  scene  where  they  had  played  their  parts  so  consum- 
mately. The  array  of  the  Netherlands  wtis  still  to  bo  created. 
lliUK  far  the  contest  had  been  mainly  carried  on  by  domestic 
militia  and  foreign  volunteers  or  hirelings.  The  train-bands 
of  the  cities  were  aided  in  their  struggles  against  Siumish 
pikemen  and  artillerists,  Italian  and  Albanian  cavalry  by 
the  German  riders,  whom  every  litth^  potentate  was  anxious 
to  sell  to  either  combatant  according  to  the  highest  bid, 
and  by  English  mercenaries,  whom  the  love  of  adventure  or 
the  hope  of  plunder  sent  forth  under  such  well-seasoned 
captains  as  Williams  and  Morgan,  Vere  and  the  Norrises, 
Baskerville  and  Willonghby. 
But  a  Dutch  army   there  was  none  and  Maurice  had 
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determined  that  at  last  a  national  force  elioiild  bo  created. 
In  this  enter{>ris0  he  was  aided  and  guided  by  his  cousin 
Lewis  William,  Stadtliolder  of  Frieslaiid — the  quaint,  rugged 
littlo  hero,  young  in  years  but  almost  a  veteran  in  the  wars 
of  freedom,  who  was  as  genial  and  intellectual  in  council  as 
he  was  reckless  and  impulsive  in  the  field. 

Lewis  William  had  felt  that  the  old  military  art  was  dying 
out  and  that  there  was  nothing  to  take  its  place.  He  was  a 
diligent  student  of  antiquity.  He  had  revived  in  the  swamps 
of  Friesland  the  old  manoeuvres,  the  quickness  of  wheeling, 
the  Htrengthening,  wtbout  breaking  ranks  or  columns,  by 
whicli  tlio  ancient  Romans  had  performed  so  much  excellent 
work  in  their  day,  and  which  seemed  to  have  passed  entirely 
into  oblivion.  Old  colonels  and  rittmosters,  who  had  never 
heard  of  Leo  the  Tbracian  nor  the  Macedonian  pbalanx^ 
smiled  and  shrugged  their  shoulders,  as  they  listened  to  tho 
questions  of  tho  young  count,  or  gazed  with  profound 
astonishment  at  the  eccentric  evolutions  to  which  he  was 
accnstonn'ng  his  troops.  From  the  heights  of  superior 
wisdom  they  looked  down  with  pity  upon  these  innovations 
on  the  good  old  battle  order.  They  were  accustomed  to  great 
solid  squares  of  troops  wbecUng  in  one  way,  steadily,  delibe- 
rately, all  together,  by  one  impulse  and  as  one  man.  It  was 
tnie  that  in  narrow  fields,  and  when  the  enemy  was  pressing, 
such  stately  evolutions  often  became  impossible  or  ensured 
defeat;  but  when  tho  little  Stadtholder  drilled  his  soldiers 
small  l»odlies   of  various  shapes,  teaching  them  to  turn, 


in 


advance,  retreat,  wheel  in  a  variety  of  ways,  sometimes  in 
considerable  masses,  sometimes  man  by  tnon,  sending  the 
foremost  suddenly  to  the  rear,  or  bringing  the  hindmost  ranks 
to  the  front,  and  began  to  attempt  all  this  in  narrow  fields  as 
well  as  in  wide  ones,  and  when  the  enemy  was  in  sight,  men 
etood  aghast  at  his  want  of  reverence,  or  laughed  at  him  lis  a 
pedant  But  there  came  a  day  when  tliey  did  not  laugh, 
neither  friends  nor  enemies.  Metintime  the  two  cousins,  who 
directetl  nil  the  military  o|>erations  in  the  provinces, 
understood  each  other  thoroughly  and  proceeded  to  perfect 
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their  new  system,  to  be  adopted  at  a  later'  period   by  all 
civilized  nations.^ 

The  regular  army  of  the  Netherlands  was  small  in  number 
at  that  moment — not  more  than  twenty  thousand  foot  with 
two  thousand  horse — but  it  was  well  disciplined,  well  equipped, 
and,  what  was  of  great  importance,  regularly  paid.  Old 
campaigners  complained  that  in  the  halcyon  days  of  paper 
enrolments,  a  captain  could  earn  more  out  of  his  company 
than  a  colonel  now  received  for  his  whole  regiment.  The 
days  when  a  thousand  men  were  paid  for,  with  a  couple  of 
hundred  in  the  field,  were  passing  away  for  the  United  Pro- 
vinces and  existed  only  for  Italians  and  Spaniards.  While, 
therefore,  mutiny  on  an  organised  and  extensive  scale  seemed 
almost  the  normal  condition  of  the  unpaid  legions  of  Philip, 
the  little  army  of  Mauiice  was  becoming  the  model  for 
Europe  to  imitate. 

The  United  Provinces  were  as  yet  very  far  from  being 
masters  of  their  own  territory.  BTany  of  their  most  important 
cities  still  hold  for  the  king.  In  Brabant,  such  towns  as 
Breda  with  its  many  dependencies  and  Gertruydenberg ;  on 
the  Waal,  the  strong  and  wealthy  Nymegen  which  Martin 
Schenk  had  perished  in  attempting  to  surprise;  on  the  Yssel, 
the  thriving  city  of  Zutphen,  whose  fort  hud  been  surrendered 
by  the  traitor  York,  and  the  stately  Deventer,  which  had 
been  placed  in  Philip's  possession  by  the  treachery  of 
Sir  William  Stanley;  on  the  borders  of  Drenthe,  the 
almost  impregnable  Koevorden,  key  to  the  whole  Zwollian 
country;  and  in  the  very  heart  of  ancieut  Netherland, 
Groningen,  capital  of  the  province  of  the  same  name,  which 
the  treason  of  Rcnueberg  had  sold  to  the  Spanish  tyrant ; — 
all  these  flourishing  cities  and  imlispensable  strouglwlds  were 
garrisoned  by  foreign  troops,  making  the  idea  of  Dutch 
independence  a  delusion, 

Wiule  Alexander  of  Parma,  sorely  against  liis  will  and  in 
obedience  to  what  he  deemed  the  insane  suggestions  of  his 
master,  was  turning  his  buck  on  the  Netherlands  in  order  to 
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reliovo  Paris,  now  liard  pressed  by  the  Beanieae,  an  oppor- 
tunity oflTerod  itself  of  making  at  least  a  beginning  in  the 
jjrc'ut  enterprise  of  recovering  these  most  valuable  posses- 
sions. 

The  fair  and  pleasant  city  of  Breda  lies  on  the  Merk,  a 
slench-r  stream,  navigable  for  small  vessels,  which  finds  its 
way  Uj  tho  8<-a  through  the  gi'eat  canal  of  the  Dintel.  It 
Jiad  been  tlie  property  of  the  Prince  of  Orange,  Barons  of 
Brr<la,  and  luid  passed  with  tho  other  possessions  of  the  family 
to  tht!  house  of  Chalons-Niissau.  lleury  of  Nassau  had,  half 
a  century  before,  adorned  and  strengthened  it  by  a  splendid 
palaee-fortrei<s  which,  sun*ounded  by  a  deep  and  double 
moat,  thoroughly  comoianded  the  town.  A  garrison  of  five 
companies  uf  Italian  infantry  and  one  of  cavalry  lay  in  thifl 
castle,  wliich  wan  niider  the  command  of  Edward  Lanza  vtrechia, 
governor  both  of  Breda  and  of  tlie  neighbouring  Ger- 
truydenberg. 

Broda  was  an  ini|K)rtant  strategical  jwsition.  It  was 
moreover  the  feudal  superior  of  a  large  number  of  adjacent 
villages  as  well  as  of  the  cities  Osterhout,  Steenberg  and 
BosiMMhial.  It  was  obviously  not  more  desirable  for  llaurico 
of  Nassau  ^>  recover  his  patrimonial  city  than  it  was  for  the 
States-Cieneral  to  drive  tho  8paniiuds  from  so  important  a 
|x«itii>n.' 

In  the  month  of  Februar)%  1590,  ^laurice,  being  then  at 
the  castlo  of  Voorn  in  Zecland,  received  a  secret  visit  from  a 
boatnmn,  Adrian  van  der  Berg  by  name,  who  Hved  at  the 
villagt^  of  Leur,  eight  or  ten  miles  from  Breda,  and  who  had 
long  Itecu  in  tlio  habit  of  supplying  the  castle  with  tiirt 
In  the  obseucc  of  woods  and  coal  mines,  tlio  habitual  fuel  of 
tho  nmntry  was  furnisheil  by  those  vast  relics  of  the  ante- 
diluviiui  forests  which  abounded  in  the  still  partially  sub- 
niergtHl  soil.  Tho  skipper  reprosented  that  liis  vessel  had 
passed  so  ofleii  into  and  out  of  the  castle  as  to  be  hardly  liable 
to  search   by   tho  gtiard  on  its  eutmnce.    He  suggested  a 


'  IW.  III.  xrri  518,  mm.    Qhiedudmi  Ai  mee,    Mobutu,  xtL  SMl  291. 
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stratagem  by  which  it  might  bo  possible  to  surprise  the 
BtrongholcL 

The  prince  approved  of  the  Escheme  and  immediately  con- 
salted  with  Barneveld.  That  statesman  at  once  proi>o8©d, 
as  a  suitable  man  to  carry  out  the  daring  venture,  Captain 
Charles  de  Heraugiere,  a  nobleman  of  Cambray,  who  bad 
bec*n  long  in  the  service  of  the  States,  Lad  distinguished 
himself  at  Sluys  and  on  other  occasions,  but  who  had  been 
impUcated  in  Leicester's  nefarious  plot  to  gain  i>o88ession  of 
the  city  of  Leyden  a  few  years  Ijofore.*  The  Advocate 
expressed  confidence  that  ho  woiild  be  grateful  for  so  signal 
an  opportunity  of  retrieving  a  somewhat  damaged  reputation. 
Heraugiere,  who  was  with  his  company  in  Voorn  at  the  mo- 
ment, eagerly  signified  his  desire  to  attempt  the  enterprise  as 
soon  as  the  matter  was  communicated  to  him ;  avowing  the 
deepest  devotion  to  the  house  of  AVilham  tlie  Silent  and 
perfect  willingness  to  sacrifice  his  life,  if  necessary,  in  its 
cause  and  that  of  the  country.  Philip  Nassau,  cousin  of 
Prince  Maurice  and  brother  of  Lewis  Wilham,  governor  of 
Gorcum,  Dorcum,  and  Lowenstein  Castle  and  colonel  of  a 
regiment  of  cavalry,  was  also  taken  into  the  secret,  as  well 
as  Count  Ilohenlo,  President  Van  diT  llyle  and  a  few  others; 
but  a  mystery  was  carefully  spread  and  maintained  over  the 
imdertaking. 

Herawgiere  selected  sixty-eight  men,  on  whose  personal 
daring  and  patience  ho  knew  that  he  could  rely,  from  the 
regiments  of  Philip  Njissau  and  of  Famars,  governor  of  the 
neighbouring  city  of  Heusden,  and  from  his  own  company, 
liesides  himstdf,  the  oilioers  to  command  the  party  were  cap- 
tains Logier  and  Fervet,  and  lieutenant  Matthew  Held,  The 
names  of  such  devoted  soldiers  deserve  to  be  commemorated 
and  are  still  freshly  remembered  by  their  coimtrj'mon. 

On  the  25th  of  February,  Maurice  and  his  staff  went  to 

Willemstad  on  tiie  Isle  of  Klundert,  it  having  been  given  out 

on  his  departure  from  the  Hague  that  his  destination  was 

Dort.     On  the  same  night  at  about  eleven  o'clock,  by  the 

<  VoL  11.  of  this  work,  cK  xvii,  p.  338,  teq^i. 


XXL 


totlie 


I  perplacd.    At 


iwy 


^^ 


tfc«y 


the 
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nuke  aajT  atteapC  ttal  Hjghft, 
tliefeDo«iiigef«ttiig.  Koi 
as  J  of  the  party,  ahboogh  h  becanae  abvi 
had  gKcmn  UiMmrted.  He  dii  nol  cbbb  an  Ae  neift 
oighi  to  tbe  appoiBted  plaee  bat  he  aent  two  BepheivB»  boat- 
awn  like  linadi;  wIknb  he  deatzibed  aa  daie^eviis. 

On  Xondaj  n^fat,  the  26th  of  FAtmrj,  the  aefeaty  w«nt 
on  board  the  veflKl,  whSth  «aa  afpatcntlj  filled  vith  Uoeks 
r/f  torf,  and  packed  theaaielTea  doaelj  in  the  hold.*  Thej 
inoTiid  slowly  daring  a  little  time  on  their  penbna  voyage ; 
for  the  winter  wind,  thick  with  fog  and  deet,  blew  directly 
down  the  river,  bringing  along  with  it  hoge  blocks  of  ke  and 
•ooo|>ing  the  water  out  of  the  dangerooa  shaUowa,  so  as  to 
rendor  the  tcbkI  at  any  moment  liable  to  be  stranded.  At 
Iflit  the  DAfigation  became  impossible  and  they  came  to  a 
itandatiU.  From  Blonday  night  till  Thursday  morning  thoae 
•oventy  Ilollondera  lay  packed  like  herrings  in  the  hold  of 
thoir  little  yciiael^  suflering  from  hanger,  thirst,  and  deadly 
cold ;  yot  not  one  of  them  attempted  to  escape  or  murmured 
A  winh  to  fthaiidoii  the  euteqjrise.  Even  when  the  third 
nioriiiag  duwuod  there  was  no  better  prospect  of  proceeding ; 
for  the  remorHeleai  east  wind  still  blew  a  gale  against  tliem, 
and  the  sIiouIh  which  besot  their  path  had  become  more 
<hiJjj(i'rniiH  than  ovor.  It  was,  however,  absolutely  necessary 
to  recruit  i^xhaUHtwi  nature,  unless  the  adventurers  were  to 
♦Irop  jK)\vf'rI(»w  on  tho  threshold  when  they  should  at  last 
arrlvo  at  thoir  doMtinatioii,  lu  all  secrecy  they  went  ashore 
at  II  lonely  nwllo  called  Noixlam,  wliere  they  remained  to 
*  lk»f,  Iliya,  BIctcrcu,  Bontiroglio,  «W  tup. 
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refresh  themselves  until  about  eleven  at  night,  when  one  of 
the  boatmen  CMime  to  them  with  the  intelligence  that  the  wind 
had  cliauge<l  and  was  now  blowing  freshly  in  from  the  soa. 
Yet  the  voyage  of  a  few  leagues,  on  which  they  were  em- 
barked, lasted  nearly  two  whole  days  longer.  On  Saturday 
fiftcrooon  they  passed  through  the  last  sluice,  and  at  about 
tlireo  o'clock  the  last  boom  was  shut  behind  them.  There 
was  no  retreat  possible  i'or  them  now.  The  seventy  were  to 
take  the  strong  castle  aud  city  of  Breda  or  to  lay  down  their  i 
lives,  every  man  of  them.  No  quarter  and  short  shrift — such 
was  their  certain  destiny,  should  that  half-crippled,  half-frozen 
little  band  not  succeed  in  their  task  betbre  another  sunrise. 

They  were  now  in  the  outer  harbour  and  not  far  from  the 
Watergate  which  led  into  the  inner  castle-haven.  Presently 
an  officer  of  the  guard  put  o£f  in  a  skiff  and  came  on  board 
the  veaseL  He  held  a  little  conversation  with  the  two  boat- 
men, observed  tliat  the  castle  was  much  in  want  of  ftiel,  took 
a  survey  of  the  turf  with  which  the  ship  was  apparently  laden, 
and  then  lounged  into  the  little  cabin.  Here  he  was  only 
separated  by  a  sliding  trap-door  from  the  interior  of  the 
vessel.  Those  inside  could  hear  and  see  his  every  movement. 
Had  there  been  a  single  cough  or  snee2e  from  within,  the  true 
character  of  the  cargo,  then  making  its  way  into  the  castle, 
would  have  been  discovered  and  every  man  would  within  ten 
minutes  have  been  butchered.  But  the  officer,  unsuspecting, 
soon  took  his  departure,  saying  that  he  would  send  some  men 
to  warp  the  vessel  into  the  castle  dock. 

Meantime,  as  the  adventurers  were  making  their  way 
slowly  towards  the  Watergate,  they  struck  upon  a  hidden 
obstruction  in  the  river  aud  the  deeply  laden  vessel  sprang 
a  leak.  In  a  few  minutes  those  inside  were  sitting  up  to 
their  knees  in  water — a  circumstance  which  scarcely  im- 
proved their  already  suiKciently  dismal  condition.  The  boat- 
men vigorously  plied  the  puuips  to  save  the  vessel  from 
sinking  outright ;  a  party  of  Italian  soldiers  soon  arrived  on 
tlie  shore,  and  in  tho  course  of  a  couple  of  hours  they  had 
laboriously  dragged  the  concealed  Hollanders  into  the  inner 
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liarbour  and  made  tbeir  vessel  fast,  close  to  tlie  guard-liouse 
uf  tlio  castle. 

And  now   a  cj-owd   of  all  sorts  came  on   board.     The 
wiiiter  nights  hud  beon  long  and  fearfully  cold,  and  there 
was  almost  a  dearth  of  fuel  both  in  town  euid  fortress.    A 
gang  of  labourers  set  to  work  discharging  the  turf  from  the 
vessel  with  such  rapidity  that  the  departing  daylight  began 
to  sliine  in  upon  the  prisoners  much  sooner  than  they  wished. 
Moreover,  the  thorough  wetting,  to  which  after  all  tlieir  other 
inconveniences  they  had  just  been  exposed  in  their  narrow 
escape  from  foundering,  had  set  the  whole  party  sneezing  and 
coughing.    Never  was  a  catarrh  so  sudden,  so  universal,  or  so 
ill-timed.     Lieutenant  Held,  unable  to  control  the  violence  of 
liis  cough,  drew  his  dagger  and  eagerly  implored  his  next 
neighbour  to  stab  liim  to  the  heart,  lest  his  infirmity  shonld 
lead  to  the  discovery  of  the  whole  party.     But  the  calm  and 
wary  skipper  who  stood  on  the  deck  instantly  commanded  his 
companion  to  work   at  the   pump  with  as  much  clatter  as 
possible,  assuring  the  persons  present  that  the  hold  was  nearly 
full  of  water.     By  this  means  the  noise  of  the  cougliing  was 
eflfectually  drowned.     Most  thoroughly  did  the  bold  boatman 
deser\'e  the  title  of  dare-devil,  bestowed  by  his  more  faint- 
hearted uncle.     Calmly  looking  death  in  the  face,  he  stood 
there   quite   at    his   ease,    exchanging   jokes  with  his  old 
acquaintances,  cliaflering  with  the  eager  pnrchascrs  of  peat, 
shouting  most  noisy  and  superfluous  orders  to  the  one  man 
who  composed  his  crew,  doing  his  utmost,  in  short.,  to  get  rid 
of  his  customers  and  to  keep  enough  of  the  turf  on  l«)ard  to 
conceal  tlie  conspirators."* 

At  last,  when  the  case  seemed  almost  desperate,  he  loudly 
declared  that  sufiicient  had  been  unladen  for  that  evening  and 
that  it  was  too  dark  and  he  too  tired  for  further  work.  So, 
giving  a  handful  of  stiveii*  among  the  workmen,  he  bade  them 
go  ashore  at  once  and  have  some  beer  and  come  next  morning 
for  the  rest  of  the  cargo.  Fortumitely,  they  accej^ted  his 
hospitable  pro^josition  and  took  their  departure.  Only  the 
*  Rcyd,  ubi  tuj). 
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i  servant  of  the  captain  of  the  guard  lingered  behind,  com- 
plaining that  the  turf  was  not  as  good  as  usual  and  that  his 
master  would  never  be  satisfied  with  it. 

**  Ah !  "  returned  the  cool  skipper, "  the  best  part  of  the  cargo 
is  uncUnieath.  TJiis  in  expresslt/  reserved  for  the  captaiiu  He 
is  sure  to  get  enough  of  it  to-morrow^ ' 

Thus  admonished,  the  servant  departed  and  the  boatman 

I  ^as  left  to  himself.     His  companion  had  gone  on  shore  with 

'  secret  orders  to  make  the  best  of  liis  way  to  Prince  Maurice, 

i  to  inform  him  of  tlie  arrival  of  the  ship  within  tho  fortress, 

and  of  the  important  fact  which  they  had  just  learned,  that 

Governor  Lanzaveccliia,  wlio  had  heard  nimours  of  some 

projected  enterprise  and  who  susjwcted  that  the  object  aimed 

at  was  Gertruydenborg,  had  suddenly  taken  his  departure 

,for  that  city,  leaving  as  his  lieutenant  his   nephew  l\iolo, 

la  raw  lad  quite  incompetent  to  provide  for  the  safety  of 

fBreda.« 

A  httle  before  midnight,  Captain  Heraiigiere  made  a  brief 

address  to  his  comrades  in  tho  vessel,  telling  them  that  the 

[liour  for  carrying  out  their  undertaking  had  at  length  arrived, 

[lietreat  was  impossible,  defeat  was   certain  death,  only  in 

complete  victory  lay  then-  own  safety  and  a  greiit  advantage 

^for  the  commonwealth.     It  was  an  honour  to  them  to  l>e 

uelected  for  such  an  enteiprise.    To  show  cowardice   now 

^,would  be  an  eternal  shame  for  them,  and  he  would  be  tho 

nan  to  strike  dead  with  his  own  hand  any  traitor  or  poltroon. 

But  if,  as  he  doubted  not,  every  one  was  prepared  to  do  his 

;  duty,  their  success  was  iissured,  and  he  was  himself  ready  to 

take  tile  lead  in  confronting  everj'  danger. 

He  tlien  divided  the  little  band  into  two  companies,  ono 
r  under  himself  to  attack  the  main  guard-house,  tho  other 
I  under  Fernet  to  seize  the  arsenal  of  the  foilress. 

Noiselessly  they  stole  out  of  the  ship  where  they  had  so 
long  been  confined,  and  stood  at  last  on  the  ground  within 


'  Beyd.    TluB  answer,  which  w  Ui*- 

Llorical,  in  as  ^cmjiI  a  specuutn  of  rxmly 

irit  m  na  tmergiBcy  aa  ia  oflca  met 


with  in  raU  life. 

*♦  Dcntivoglio,  Bor,  Meteren,  Beyd, 
ubi  eup. 
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the  precinte  of  the  castle.     Heraugiere  marched  straight  to 
the  guard-house. 

"  Who  goes  there?"  cried  a  sentinel,  hearing  some  move- 
ment in  the  darkness. 

"  A  friend,"  replied  the  captain,  seizing  him  by  the  throat, 
ftnd  communding  him,  if  ho  Vidued  his  life,  to  keep  silence 
except  when  addressed  and  then  to  speak  in  a  whisper. 

*'lIow  many  are  there  in  the  garrison?"  muttered 
Ilerftngiere. 

•'  I'liree  hundred  and  fifty,"  whispered  the  sentineL 

"How  many?"  eagerly  demanded  the  neai*est  followers, 
not  hearing  tlie  reply. 

**IIe  says  there  are  hnt  fifty  of  them,"  said  Ilerangiere, 
prudently  suppressing  the  three  hundred,  in  order  to  en- 
courage his  comrades. 

Quietly  as  they  had  made  their  approach,  there  was  never' 
theless  a  stir  in  the  guard-house.  The  captain  of  the  watch 
sprung  into  the  courtyard. 

"  Who  goes  there  ?"  he  demanded  in  his  turn. 

**A  ft'iend,'*  again  replied  Heraugiere,  striking  him  dead 
with  a  single  blow  as  he  spoke. 

Others  emerged  with  torches.  Heraugiere  was  slightly 
woundeil,  hut  succeeded,  after  a  brief  struggle,  in  killing  a 
second  assailant.  His  followers  set  u[>on  the  watch  who 
retreated  into  the  guard-house.  Heraugiere  commanded  his 
men  to  tire  tiirougli  tliC  doors  and  windows,  and  in  a  fe?^ 
minutes  every  one  of  the  enemy  lay  dead. 

It  was  not  a  moment  for  making  prisoners  or  speaking  i 
quarter.  Meantime  Fernet  and  his  band  had  not  been  idle. 
The  magazine-house  of  the  castle  was  seized,  its  defenders 
■lain.  Young  LiiniUkvecchia  made  a  sally  from  the  ]mlaco» 
was  wouudcHl  and  driven  back  together  with  a  few  of  his 
adherents. 

ITio  rest  of  the  garrison  fle<l  helter-skelter  into  the  town. 
Kerer  had  tlie  musketeers  of  Italy — for  tliey  all  belonged  to 
Sjnnola's  famous  Sicilian  Legion — behaved  so  badly.*    They 

art  Oftffdi^  BcntiragUa,  Ltc  eB. 
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did  not  even  take  the  precaution  to  destroy  tlie  bridge  between 
the  castle  and  the  town  as  they  fled  panic-stricken  before 
seventy  Hollanders.  Instead  of  encouraging  the  burghers  to 
their  support  they  spread  dismay,  as  they  ran,  through  every 
street 

Young  Lanzavecchia,  penned  into  a  comer  of  the  castle, 
began  to  parley ;  hoping  for  a  rally  before  a  surrender  should 
be  necessary.  In  the  midst  of  the  negotiation  and  a  couple 
of  hours  before  dawn,  Ilohenlo,  duly  appriwed  by  the  boatman, 
arrived  with  the  vanguard  of  Maurice's  troops  before  the 
field-gate  of  the  fort.  A  vain  attempt  was  made  to  force  this 
portal  open,  but  the  winter's  ice  had  fixed  it  fast.  Ilohenlo 
was  obliged  to  batter  dowTx  the  palisade  near  the  watcr-gato 
and  enter  by  the  same  road  through  which  the  fatal  turf- boat 
bad  passed. 

Soon  after  he  liad  marched  into  the  tovm  at  tlie  head 
of  a  strong  detachment.  Prince  Maurice  himself  arrived  in 
great  haste,  attended  by  Philip  Nassau^  the  Admiral  Justinus 
Nassau,  Count  Solms,  Peter  van  der  Does,  and  iSir  Francis 
Vere,  and  followed  by  another  body  of  picked  troops ;  the 
musicians  playing  merrily  that  national  air,  then  as  now  so 
dear  to  Netherlaudcrs— 

"WUhelmus  van  NasBoinran 
Hcu  Lok  TAu  DriytiKim  bloed." 

The  fight  was  over.  Some  forty  of  the  garrison  had  been 
kdled,  but  not  a  man  of  the  attacking  party.  The  burgo- 
master sent  a  trumpet  to  the  ]>rinco  asking  permisision 
to  come  to  the  castle  to  arrange  a  capitulation ;  ami  before 
sunrise,  the  city  and  fortress  of  Breda  had  surrendered  to  the 
authority  of  the  States-General  and  of  his  Excellency.'" 
The  terms  were  moderate.     The  plundering  was  commuted 


**  Dot.  Bentivoglio,  Reyd,  Meteren, 
ubi  tup.  Count  Wililiun  Lewis  in  ft 
letter  to  Iii»  futber,  dated  1  Mureh, 
O.  8.  15IK),  in  giving  a  veay  brief 
MCcount  of  this  enterprise,  cpcaks  of 
Ikree  turf  vessels  as  having  boon  em- 
lAtoyed  ;  "  in  drit^  torlT  scl»uitt>u  iinter 
W!ia  boltz  verbotgcn  80    soldattn," 


bnt  this  gtatement  is  ao  mncli  at  vari* 
anoe  with  every  other  account,  and 
eapeciallv  with  tlio  elaboralo  narrativo 
of  EberhnnI  van  Reyd,  secretary  to 
Cmint  William  Lewis,  tliut  I  cunnut 
doubt  tUo  Count  had  at  first  l>cen 
niirtiiifonned.  Gmcn  r.  Prinsterar 
Archives.  Sec.  IL  serie  i.  127. 
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for  the  payment  of  two  months'  wages  to  every  soldier 
engaged  in  the  aifair.  BuTghcra  wlio  might  prefer  to  leavo 
the  city  were  allowed  to  do  so  with  prot-ection  to  life  and 
property.  Those  who  were  willing  to  remam  loyal  citizens 
wore  not  to  be  molested,  in  their  consciences  or  their 
households,  in  regard  to  religion.  The  pnblic  exercise  of 
Catholic  rites  was  however  suspended  until  the  States-Greneral 
should  make  some  miiversal  provision  on  this  subject. 

Subsequently,  it  must  be  allowed,  the  bargain  of  commuta- 
tion proved  a  bad  one  for  the  burghers.  Seventy  men  had 
ill  reality  done  the  whole  work,  but  so  many  soldiers,  belong- 
ing to  the  detachments  who  marched  in  after  the  fortress  had 
been  taken,  came  forward  to  claim  their  months'  wages  as  to 
bring  the  whole  amount  required  al>ove  one  hundred  thousand 
florins.  The  Spaniards  accordingly  reproached  Prince 
Jtaurice  with  having  fined  his  own  patrimonial  city  more 
heavily  than  Aleiander  Farnese  had  mulcted  Antwerp,  which 
had  been  made  to  pay  but  four  hundred  thousand  florins,  a 
far  less  sum  in  proportion  to  the  wealth  and  importance 
of  the  place. 

Already  the  Prince  of  Parma,  in  the  taking  of  Breda,  saw 
verified  his  pre<1ictions  of  the  disasters  about  to  fall  on  the 
Spanish  interests  in  the  Nethorlanda,  by  reason  of  Philip's 
obstinate  determination  to  conc^3utrate  all  his  energies  on 
the  invasion  of  France. .  Alexander  had  been  unable,  in  the 
midst  of  preparati(  ms  for  his  French  campaign,  to  arrest  this 
sudden  capture,  but  his  Italian  blixKl  was  on  firo  at  the 
ignominy  which  had  come  upon  the  soldiership  of  his  country- 
men. Five  companies  of  foot  and  one  of  horse — picked 
troops  of  Spain  and  Italy — had  surrendered  a  wealthy,  popu- 
lous town  and  a  weU-fortified  castle  to  a  mud-scow,  and  had 
fled  shrieking  in  dismay  from  the  onset  of  seventy  frost- 
bitten Hollanders, 

It  was  too  late  to  save  the  town,  but  he  could  punish,  as  it 
deserved,  the  pusillanimity  of  the  garrison. 

Three  captains — one  of  them  rejoicing  in  the  martial  name 
of  Cesar  Guerra — were  publicly  beheaded  in  Brussels,    A 
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fourth,  Ventimiglia,  was  degraded  but  allowed  to  escape  with 
life,  on  account  of  hia  near  relationship  to  tlie  Duke  of 
Terranova,  while  Governor  Lanzavecchia  was  ol^liged  to 
resifni  the  command  of  Gertruydenberg.  The  great  com- 
mander know  better  than  to  encourage  the  yielding  up  of 
cities  and  fortresses  by  a  mistaken  lenity  to  their  unlucky 
defenders." 

Prince  Maurice  sent  off  letters  the  same  night  announcing 
his  success  to  the  States-General.  Hohenlo  wrote  pithily 
to  Olden-Bameveld — "  The  castle  and  town  of  Breda  are  ours, 
without  a  single  man  dead  on  our  side.  The  garrison  made 
no  resistance  but  ran  distracted  out  of  the  town."" 

The  church  bells  rang  and  bonfires  bkzed  and  cannon 
thundered  in  every  city  in  the  United  Provinces  to  comme- 
morate this  auspicious  event.  Olden-Bameveld,  too,  whoso 
part  in  arranging  tlie  scheme  was  known  to  have  been  so 
valuable,  received  from  the  States-General  a  magnificent 
gilded  vase  with  sculptured  representations  of  the  various 
scenes  in  the  drama, *^  and  it  is  probable  that  not  more 
nnmingled  satisfaction  had  been  caused  by  any  one  event  of 
the  war  than  by  this  surprise  of  Breda. 

The  capture  of  a  single  town,  not  of  first-rate  im- 
portance either,  would  hardly  seem  to  merit  so  minute  a 
description  as  has  been  given  in  the  preceding  pages. 
But  the  event,  with  all  its  details,  hfis  been  preserved  witli 
ingidar  vividness  in  Netherlaud  story.     As  an  example  of 

iring,  patience,  and  complete  success,  it  has  served  to 
encourage  tlie  bold  spirits  of  every  generation  and  vdU. 
Iways  inspire  emidation  in  patriotic  hearts  of  every  ago 
fcud  clime,  wliile,  as  the  first  of  a  series  of  audacious  enter- 
prises by  which  Dutch  victories  were  to  take  the  place  of  a 
long  prof^esaion  of  Spanish  triumphs  on  the  blood-stained  soil 
of  the  provinces,  it  merits,  from  its  chronological  position,  a 
more  than  ordinary  attention. 

In  the  course  of  the  summer  Prince  Maurice,  carrying  out 

"  TUo  Hiory  ia  briefly  toI(l  liy  Parnift  in  hia  corr<'si)ondeucc  with  the  king, 
,  il  Murth,  13tK).   Archive*  of  Simuucaa  MS.       ^  llor,  vhi  sup.       »  Ibid. 
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into  practice  the  lessons  ^hich  he  had  so  steadily  been 
pondering,  reduced  the  towns  and  strong  places  of  Heyl, 
Flemert,  Elshout,  Crevecoeur,  Hayden,  Steenberg,  Hosendaal, 
and  Osterhout.^^  But  his  time,  during  the  remainder  of  the 
year  1590,  was  occupied  with  preparations  for  a  campaign  on 
an  extended  scale  and  with  certain  foreign  negotiations  to 
which  it  will  soon  be  necessary  to  direct  the  reader's  atten- 
tion. 

"  Meteren,  xvi.  294. 
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'  Strngg'le  nf  the  United  Provincea  against  Philip  of  Spain  —  Prograw  of  the 
Rtpablic  —  luflut-noe  of  Geographical  position  on  the  fute  of  the  Nether- 
lauda  —  Contruflt  offered  by  Amcricu  —  Miserable  state  of  the  aooallod 
"obodiunt"  proviuces  —  Prosperity  of  the  Comioonweiilth  —  It**  int«;rrittl 
government  —  Tendency  to  provincialism  —  Quihbieii  of  the  Euyliidi  Mem- 
bers of  tlie  Council,  Wilkes  and  Bodley  —  FiXchiMiun  of  Oltk-n-Banuivcld 
from  the  State  Council  —  Propositls  of  Philip  for  niediutiou  with  tlie  United 
Provincta  —  The  Provinces  resolutely  deoline  all  protTera  of  intervention. 

The  TjDited  Provinces  liad  now  been  engaged  in  unbroken 
civil  war  for  a  quarter  of  aceutury.  It  is,  however,  inaccurate 
to  designate  this  great  struggle  with  tyranny  as  a  civil  war. 
It  was  a  war  for  iudependence,  maintained  by  almost  tlie 
whole  population  of  the  United  Provinces  against  a  foreigner, 
a  despot,  alien  to  their  blood,  ignorant  of  their  language,  a 
hater  of  their  race,  a  scorner  of  their  religion,  a  trampler 
upon  their  liberties,  their  laws,  and  institutions — a  man  who 
had  publicly  declared  that  he  would  rather  the  whole  nation 
were  extemninated  than  permitted  to  escape  from  subjection 
to  the  Church  of  Rome.  Liberty  of  speech,  liberty  of  the 
press,  liberty  of  thought  on  political,  religious,  and  social 
questions  existed  >vithin  those  Dutch  pastures  and  Frisian 
swamps  to  a  far  greater  degi-ee  than  in  any  other  part  of  the 
world  at  that  day ;  than  in  very  many  regions  of  Christen- 
dom in  our  own  time.  Personal  slavery  was  unknon^n.  In  a 
large  portion  of  their  tenitory  it  had  never  existed.  The  free 
I  Frisians,  nearest  blood-relations  of,  in  this  respect,  the  less 
I  favoured  Anglo-Saxons,  had  never  bowed  the  knee  to  the 
feudal  system,  nor  worn  nor  caused  to  be  worn  the  collar  of 
the  serf.  In  the  battles  for  human  liberty  no  nation  has 
I  stood  with  cleaner  hands  before  the  great  tribunal,  nor  offered 
spotless  examples  of  patriotism  to  bo  emulated  in  all 
ing  ages,  than  the  Netherlanders  in  their  gigantic 
VOL.  ni.  0 
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struggle  with  Philip  of  Spain.  It  was  not  a  class  struggling 
for  tJieir  own  privileges,  but  trampling  on  their  fellow-men 
a  lower  scale  of  humanity.  Kings  and  aristocrats  sneered 
the  vulgar  republic  where  Ilans  Miller,  Hans  Baker,  and^ 
Hans  Brewer  enjoyed  political  rights  and  prated  of  a  sove- 
reignty other  than  that  of  long-descended  races  and  of 
anointed  heads.'  Yet  the  pikemen  of  Spain  and  the  splendid 
cavalr}'  and  musketeers  of  Italy  and  Burgundy,  who  were  now 
beginning  to  show  their  backs  both  behind  entrenchments  and^l 
in  the  open  field  to  their  republican  foes,  could  not  deny  the^^ 
valour  with  which  the  battles  of  liberty  were  fought ;  while 
Elizabeth  of  England,  maintainer,  if  such  ever  were,  of  here- 
ditary sovereignty  and  hater  of  jwpular  freedom,  acknowledged 
that  for  wisdom  in  council,  dignity  and  adroitness  in  diplo' 
xnatic  debate,  there  were  none  to  surpass  the  plain  burgher 
statesmen  of  the  new  republic. 

And  at  least  these  Netherlanders  were  consistent  with 
themselves.  They  had  come  to  disbeUeve  in  the  mystery  of 
kingcraft,  in  the  divine  speciiility  of  a  few  transitory  mortals 
to  direct  the  worhrs  events  and  to  dictate  laws  to  their 
fellow-creatures.  WTiat  tliey  achieved  was  for  the  common 
good  of  all.  They  chose  to  live  in  an  atmosphere  of  blood 
and  Ere  for  generation  after  generation  rather  than  fliiK 
from  tlieir  struggle  with  despotism,  for  they  knew 
cruel  as  the  sea,  it  would  swallow  them  all  at  last  in 
common  destruction  U  they  faltered  or  paused.  They  fougl 
for  the  lil)erty  of  all.  And  it  is  for  this  reason  that 
history  of  this  great  conflict  deserved  to  be  deeply  pondered 
by  those  who  have  the  instinct  of  human  freedom.  Had  the 
Hollanders  liasely  sunk  before  the  power  of  J^pain,  the  proud 
history  of  England,  France,  and  Germany  would  have 
writt^'n  in  far  different  terms.  The  blood  and  tears  wbi( 
the  Netherlanders  caused  to  flow  in  their  own  stormy  da 
have  tunied  to  blessings  for  remotest  climes  and  ages. 
pnsiUanimous  peace,  always  possible  at  any  period  of  thi 

I  Oar.  ni.  205.    CoRimro  Frtiin.  Tien  Jnrrn  iiit  den  Tftgtigjangen 
p.  87.    A  vork  of  Kmarlttble  reecsirli  uid  povcx. 


1590. 


PROGRESS  OF  TUE  REPUBLIC. 


19 


war,  wonlil  have  been  hail«.'(i  with  rapture  by  cout^smporary 
statf^smeu,  whose  names  have  vanished  from  the  world's 
memory;  but  would  liave  sown  with  curses  and  misery  the 
soil  of  Europe  for  succoediog  a^os.  The  territory  of  the 
Netherlands  is  narrow  and  meagre.  It  is  but  a  slender 
kingdom  now  among  the  powers  of  the  earth.  The  political 
fp^ndour  of  nations  is  determined  by  physical  causes  almost 
OS  much  as  by  moral  ones.  Had  the  cataclysm  wliich 
separated  the  fortimate  British  islands  from  the  mainland 
happened  to  occur,  instead,  at  a  neighbouring  point  of  the 
earth  s  crust ;  had  the  Belgian,  Dutch»  German  and  Danish 
Netherland  floated  off  as  one  island  into  the  sea,  while  that 
famous  channel  between  two  great  rival  nations  remained 
dry  land,  there  would  have  been  a  difierent  history  of  the 
world. 

But  in  the  IGth  century  the  history  of  one  country  was 
not  an  isolated  chapter  of  jwrsonages  and  events.  The 
history  of  the  Netherlands  is  the  history  of  liberty.  It  was 
now  combined  with  the  English,  now  with  French,  now 
with  (German  struggles  for  jwlitical  and  religions  freedom, 
bnt  it  is  impossible  to  separate  it  from  the  one  gi*eat  complex 
wljich  makes  up  the  last  half  of  the  sixteenth  and  the  first 
half  of  the  seventeenth  centuries. 

At  that  day  the  Netherhmd  republic  was  already  becoming 

Ipoweir  of  importance  in  the  iwlitical  family  of  Christendom. 

1,  in  Bpite  of  her  geographical  disadvantages,  she  achieved 
so  much,  how  much  vaster  might  her  power  have  grown, 
how  much  stronger  through  her  example  might  popular 
institutions  throughout  the  world  have  become,  and  how 
much  more  j)aciiic  the  relations  of  European  tribes,  had 
nature  been  less  niggard  in  her  gifts  to  the  young  common- 
wealth. On  the  sea  she  was  strong,  for  the  ocean  is  the  best 
of  frontiers  ;  but  on  land  her  natural  boundaries  faded  vaguely 
away,  without  strong  physical  demarcations  and  with  no 
gharply  defined  limits  of  tongue,  history  or  race.  Accident 
or  human  caprice  seemed  to  have  divided  German  Ilighland 
from  German  Netherland  ;  Belgic  Gaul  from  the  rest  of  the 

0  2 
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Gallic  realm.  And  even  from  the  slender  body,  which  an 
arbitrary  destiny  had  set  oft'  for  centuries  into  a  separate 
organism,  tymnny  and  relipous  bTf*:otry  had  just  liewn 
another  portion  away.  But  the  commonwealth  was  already 
too  liighly  vitalized  to  permit  peaceful  dismemberment  Only 
the  low  organisms  can  live  in  all  their  parts  after  violent 
separations.  Tlie  trunk  remained,  bleeding  but  alive  and 
vigorous,  while  the  amputated  portion  lay  for  centuries  in 
fossilized  impotence. 

Never  more  plainly  tlian  in  the  history  of  this  common- 
wealth was  the  geographical  law  mauifested  by  which  the 
fete  of  nations  is  so  deeply  influenced.  Courage,  enterprise 
amounting  almost  to  audacity,  and  a  determined  will  con- 
fronted for  a  lung  lapse  of  time  the  inexorable,  and  permitted 
a  great  empire  to  germinate  out  of  a  few  sand-banks  hold  in 
defiance  of  tlie  oce^in,  and  protected  from  human  encroach- 
ments on  the  interior  only  by  the  artificial  barrier  of  custom- 
house and  fort. 

Thus  foredf»omed  at  birth,  it  must  increase  our  admi- 
ration of  human  energy  and  of  the  sustaining  influence  of 
municipal  liberty  that  the  republic,  even  if  transitory, 
sliould  yet  have  girdled  the  earth  with  its  possessions  and 
Iteld  for  a  considerable  period  so  vast  a  portion  of  the  world 
in  fea 

What  a  lesson  to  our  transatlantic  commonwealth,  whom 
bountiful  nature  had  blessed  at  her  birth  beyond  all  the 
natiuns  of  history  and  seemed  to  speed  upon  an  unlimited 
career  of  freedom  and  peacefid  prosperity,  should  she  be 
capable  at  the  first  alarm  on  her  track  to  throw  away  her 
inestimable  advantiigesi  If  all  history  is  not  a  mockery  and 
a  fable,  she  may  be  sure  that  the  nation  which  deliberately 
carves  itself  in  pieces  and  substitutes  artificial  boundaries  for 
the  natural  and  historic  ones,  condemns  itself  either  to  ex- 
tinction or  to  the  lower  life  of  i>olitical  insignificance  and 
petty  warfare,  with  the  certain  loss  of  liberty  and  national 
independence  at  last.  Better  a  tenible  struggle,  better  the 
sacrifice  of  prosperity   and  happiness  for  years,  than  the 
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eternal  setting  of  that   great    popular    hope,  the   United 
American  Republic,* 

I  speak  in  this  digression  only  of  the  relations  of  physical 
nature  to  liberty  and  nationality,  making  no  allusion  to  the 

k equally  stringent  moral  laws  which  no  people  can  violate  and 
yet  remain  in  health  and  vigour. 
Despite  a  quarter  of  a  century  of  what  is  commonly  termed 
civil  war,  the  United  Netherlands  were  prosperous  and  full  of 
life.  It  was  in  the  provinces  which  had  seceded  from  the 
union  of  Utrecht  that  there  was  silence  as  of  the  grave,  des- 
titution, elavery,  abject  stibmission  to  a  foreign  foe.  The 
lea^Iers  in  the  movement  which  had  brought  about  the  scission 
<o(  1579 — commonly   called    the   'Reconciliation' — enjoyed 

ilitary  and  civil   posts   under  a  foreign  tyrant,   but  were 

t\j  rewarded  for  subserviency  in  fighting  against  their 

■own   brethren  by  contumely  on  the  part  of  tlieir  masters. 

s  for  the  mass  of  the  people  it  would  be  dillicult  to  find 

desolation  more    complete    than    that*  recorded   of  the 

obedient"  provinces.     Even   as  six   years  before,  wolves 
ittered  their  whelps  in  deserted  fann-houses,  cane-brake  and 

ieket  usurped  the  place  of  cornfield  and  orchard,  robbers 
iwarmed  on  the  highways  once  thronged  by  a  most  thriving 

pulation,  nobles  begged  their  bread  in  the  streets  of  cities 
whose  merchants  once  entertained  emperors  and  whose 
wealth  and  traffic  wore  the  wonder  of  the  world,  while  the 
Spanish  viceroy  formally  permitted  the  land  iu  the  agricul- 
tural distrieta  to  be  occupied  and  farmed  by  the  first  comer 
for  his  own  benefit,  until  the  vanished  proprietors  of  the  soil 
should  make  their  re -appearance.' 

"  Administered  without  justice  or  policy,"  said  a  Nether- 
lander who  was  intensely  loyal  to  the  king  and  a  most 
1  tinising  Catholie,  "eaten  up  and  abandoned  for  that 

j  ,  to  the  arbitrary  will  of  foreigners  who  suck  the  sub- 
stance and  marrow  of  the  land  without  benefit  to  the  king, 
gnaw  the  obedient  cities  to  the  bones,  and  plunder  the  open 
defenceless  coimtry  at  their  pleasure,  it  may  be  imagined 
»  Written  in  1863.  >  Metereo,  xtL  297. 
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how  much  satisfactioa  these  provinces  take  in  their  condition. 
Commerco  and  trade  have  ceased  in  a  country  wliich  traffic 
alone  has  peopled,  far  without  it  no  h\iman  habitation  could 
bo  mure  miserable  and  jwor  than  oiu-  land."^ 

Nothing  eould  be  more  gloomy  than  the  evils  thus  de- 
scribed by  the  Netherland  statesman  and  soldier,  except  the 
remedy  which  he  suggesteti  The  obedient  provinces,  thus 
scourged  and  blasted  for  their  obedience,  were  not  advised  to 
improve  their  condition  by  joining  hands  with  their  sister 
States,  who  hail  just  constituted  tliemselves  by  their  noble 
resistance  to  royal  and  ecclesiastical  tyranny  into  a  free  and 
powerful  commonwealth.  On  the  contrary,  two  great  sourcea 
of  regeneration  and  prosperity  were  indicated,  but  very 
diflerent  ones  from  those  in  which  the  republic  had  sought 
and  found  her  strength.  In  the  first  place,  it  was  suggested 
as  indispensable  that  the  obedient  provinces  should  have 
more  Jesuits  and  more  Friars.  The  mendicant  orders  should 
be  summoned  to  renewed  exertions,  and  the  king  should  be 
requested  to  send  seminary  priests  to  every  \'illage  in  numbers 
propoiiioiiato  to  the  jxtpulution,  who  should  go  about  from 
house  to  house,  counting  t!ie  children,  and  seeing  that  they 
learned  their  catechism  if  their  parents  did  not  teach  them, 


*  DisonuTs  du  RoigDcur  de  Cliam- 
pagnv  8ur  Ics  affnin^a  dos  Pays  Bm, 
'21  IJoc.  ]580.  liibl.  de  Uotugoguo, 
MS.  No.  12,902. 

"  CuiLsidemndn  wsai  mismo  el  roal 
termiiio  que  <.>nii  UmIos  xim,  loa  pocoe 
couficjwa  il  dasaiicUtrisar  los  que  el 
Key  n  pu<-i$to,  y  que  h>1o  to  einprt^iide 
y  muiu'jo  UmIo  con  bus  liechurna 
{>ara  (iprovecliarlafl^  y  la  increyble 
di»jnlcu  no  solo  ea  lo  ]K)litit'u  iua» 
cu  \a  gonte  de  guerrn,  haizo  quo 
no  8i)lo  U>doa  lus  de  log  eatadoA 
mua  auu  qu6  qiiantoa  con  el  ban  de 
no^nciar  piitrdun  lodB  opiidoD  no  snio 
dir  8U  dbcrction  o  j»rudi-'ncii  muu  del 
r'  :  '  ■  '  ■  --  I  r  b1  Il^'y.  Awi 
>t  iriii  y  fioljcia, 
t  ii'kid  y  nlmndo- 

naiiiM  pnr  va\a  al  alvidrio  y  pivieruo 
do  efilranfjeros  qui  t'hu]t{in  ti  NusUium 
del  paya  aiu  bLiieficio  del  R«'y,  y  Bc»la» 
lonJendu    crCNlilo   con    c»te    LomltFc 


(Famese)   royendoso    qnantaa    tiUu 
tcrnnn  a  I'obeciiuncia  del  Key  liaaia  ka 
buoaaos  y  cl  plat  pays  ain  dofenaa  oaoi' 
tra  el  oncmigo  que  ootno  y  roba  a  todM 
partas  oomo  quk're— «e  puedo  od&gu 
deato  la  MilUfiiwiuii  qup  del  tendran  to- 
dofl  cstados  quo  iiuliflerentbincnte  aaai 
prulivloa,  uoMefi  ccmv>  vilhid  y  pocbloa 
iiu  Boto  tuitrmuron  dti-l   iums  lo   «Uxi*a 
y  a  vozoa,"  etc.  tic.  tto.  ♦•dcuiasquo 
doatiis  lo9  rebL-ldc;**  s'endurL'scvn  dUi- 
endo  que  no  ho  deveu  fiar  do  nuustma 
prunic^si.  n-prctK-ataudo  1a  mijMjria  J  I 
caLuuidnd  en  que  viven  Ins  reiluzidos  ^ 
por  la  viubrncw  y  coherboa  de  ouoslna 
imipria  genU',  govcrnandose  todo  aia  , 
ix»licia,  justitia,  vtrdwi  ui  consrjo  por  j 
i-aU'z^ui  Cl  M]ii.-in«u£  sin  otrn  miiu  que  i 
8!>    pnivt'cho  y    niuguiia  ul   del  Ui*/ 1 
.   .    .    .   .   que  BTilo  cl   tnito   pucblB,j 
ponnic  c<'»siudi>  lu  cuuKKlidud  del,  iw  J 


ponni 
ay  ubi 


litacion  mas  raiauruble  y  pobre." 
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and,  even  in  case  they  did,  examining  whether  it  was  done 
thoronghly  and  without  deception. 

In  the  second  place  it  wtis  laid  down  as  important  that  the 
bishops  should  eouiirin  no  one  who  had  not  been  sullieiently 
catechized.  *•  And  if  the  mendicant  orders,"  said  Champagny, 
*•  ai*e  not  numerous  enough  for  those  catechiztitions,  the  Jesuits 
might  charge  themselves  therewith,  not  more  and  not  less 
than  the  said  mendicants,  some  of  each  being  deputed  to 
•h  parish.     To  thin  end  it  would  be  Avell  if  his  Majesty 

lould  obtain  from  the  Pope  a  command  to  the  Jesuits  to 
this  effect,  since  otherwise  they  might  not  bo  willing  to 
comply.  It  should  also  be  ortlcrcd  that  all  Jesuits,  natives  of 
these  provincfts,  should  return  hither,  instead  of  wandering 
about  in  other  regions  as  if  llieir  help  were  not  so  necessary 
here."* 

It  was  also  recemmended  that  the  mendicant  friare  should 
turn  their  particular  attention  to  Antwerp,  and  that  one  of 
them  should  preach  in  French,  another  in  German,  another 
in  English,  every  day  at  the  opening  of  the  Exchange. 

With  tliese  appliances  it  was  thought  that  Antwerp  would 
lerlve  out  of  ita  ruins  and,  despite  the  blockade  of  its 
river,  renew  its  ancient  commercial  glories.  Founded  on 
the  substantial  rocks  of  mendicancy  and  Jesuitism,  it  might 
again  triumph  over  its  rapidly  rising  rival,  the  heretic  Amster- 
dam, which  had  no  better  basis  for  its  grandeur  than  religious 
and  political  liberty,  and  uncontrolled  access  to  the  ocean. 

Such  were  the  aspirations  of  a  distinguished  and  loytd 


las  ordenes  mendi- 
IqualcB  Buntisaamentu  el 
'  '  iutroduzc  Gemiiinrioa  u 
qxi^  enmo  riempre  en  cv-Um  cstndoa  hnn 
Aido  cl  eocorro  dc  las  cuniH  que  a  cfuia 
^hia   anidr-n   dellos   a    ctitccbinar 

Dfonne  al  numcro  de  laa  casoa  que 

'tSebttXO  (Ic  Ijm  ittToobiiifi  re«ultan,  y  de 
cMa  en  cum  vayMi,  floaviendo  aue 
nihos  bv.  r  ifua  eutienden  en  catecni- 
Ki  loA  luiflmoe  ptulr««  no  lo 
h:.^  .  M  .juc'  esdo  tsea  que  tohiigan 
no  acu  aiu  aii  cxaxuinacioa  porquL*  no 
Rjaeqj^o Qmrndo  Uuu- 


bien  no  bastan  para  cstas  caiccisntiones 
Ilia  ordcDos  mendinuiti's,  piuxlen  no 
ent'urgar  dcste  loa  Jr^nittva  ne  vhhb  ua 
mencvs  eou  dichoa  nicndii-uiiUiH,  depu- 
tando  atgunoB  dollod  jutitaiitente  con 
esutroa  por  lua  fiarooliioci.  Pam  otto 
inesmo  aeria  bien  su  Mu^  im]>L'trasae 
del  pnpa  muudjulo  a  loa  Jcbuitos 
IK>rque  de  otra  nuuiera  no  querrau 
gubuiilixse  a  ello,  y  i>an»  qut*  butdvun 
a  estoa  ciitiuloa  todos  loa  JubujIiik  untiu 
rules  del  que  diatmydoa  pn  ntrfta 
provinciag,  aoxau  esta  cozuo  m  nqui 
tut  iiiefisQ  tan  to  menestcr  su  uaai- 
leQcia."  .....  . — Ibid. 
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Netherlandar  for  the  regeneration  of  liis  country.  Sifch 
were  his  opinions  as  to  the  true  sources  of  the  wealth  and 
greatness  of  nations.  Can  we  wonder  that  the  country  fell 
to  decay,  or  that  this  experienced  statesman  and  brave  soldier 
should  himself,  after  not  many  years,  seek  to  hide  his  die- 
honoured  liead  under  the  cowl  of  a  monk  ? 

The  coast  of  the  obedient  provinces  was  thoroughly  block- 
aded. The  United  Provinces  commanded  the  sea,  their 
cruisers,  large  and  small,  keeping  diligent  watch  ofif  levery 
port  and  estuary  of  the  Flemish  coast,  so  that  not  a  herring- 
boat  could  enter  without  their  permission.  Antwerp,  when 
it  fell  into  the  hands  of  the  Spaniard,  sank  for  ever  from  its 
proud  iK)sitic>n.  That  city  which  Venetians  but  lat<,dy  had 
confessed  with  a  sigh  to  be  superior  in  commercial  grandeur 
to  their  o^\'n  magnificent  capital,  had  ceased  to  be  a  seaport. 
Shut  in  from  the  ocean  by  Flushing — firmly  held  by  an 
Engbsh  garrison  as  one  of  the  cautionary  towns  for  the 
Queen's  loan^ — -lier  world-wide  commerce  withered  before 
men's  eyes.  Her  population  was  dwindhng  to  not  much  more 
than  half  its  former  numbers,  while  Ghent,  Bruges,  and  other 
cities  were  diniuiished  by  two-thirds. 

On  the  other  hand,  the  commerce  and  manufactures  of  the 
United  Republic  had  enormously  augmented.  Its  bitterest 
enemies  bore  witness  to  the  sagacity  and  success  by  which  its 
political  affairs  were  administered,  and  to  its  vast  superiority 
in  this  respect  over  the  obedient  provinces.  "  The  rebels  are 
not  ignorant  of  our  condition,"  said  Champagny,  "  they  are 
themselves  governed  with  consummate  wisdom,  and  they  mock 
at  those  who  submit  themselves  to  the  Duke  of  Parma. 
They  are  the  more  confirmed  in  their  rebellion,  when  they 
see  how  many  are  thronging  from  us  to  them,  complaining 
of  such  bad  goveniment,  and  that  all  take  refuge  in 
flight  who  can  from  the  misery  and  famine  which  it  has 
caused  throughout  these  provinces!"'  Tlie  industrial  popu- 
lation  had   flowed    from    the   southeni    provinces   into  the 


•  Diacours  du  Seigneur  de  Chjim-  f  bcldi^s  qae 
pRgny.      "  Effto  no  ignomn  los  Re-  |  govornados 


con  gmndisciina   polioi» 
Be  burlaa  de  lo  que  m 
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north,  in  obedience  to  an  irresistible  law.  The  workers  in 
iron,  paper,  silk,  bnen,  lace,  the  makers  of  brocade,  tapestry, 
and  satin,  as  well  as  of  all  the  coarser  fabrics,  had  fled  from 
the  hmd  of  oppression  to  the  land  of  libeily.  Never  in  the 
history  of  civilization  had  there  been  a  more  rapid  develop- 
raeiit  of  human  industry  than  in  Holland  during  these  years 
of  blootliest  warfare.  The  towns  were  filled  to  overflowing. 
Amsterdam  multiplied  in  wealth  and  population  as  fast  as 
Antwerp  slirank.  Almost  as  much  might  be  said  of  Middel- 
burg,  Eukhuyzen,  Hora,  and  many  other  citiea  It  is  the 
epoch  to  which  the  greatest  expansion  of  municipal  archi- 
tecture is  traced.  Warehouses,  palaces,  ducks,  arsenals, 
Ibrtilicatious,  dykes,  splendid  streets  and  suburbs,  were  con- 
structe<l  on  every  side,  and  still  there  was  not  room  for  the 
constantly  increasing  population,  large  numbers  of  which 
habitually  dwelt  in  the  shipping.  For  even  of  that  narrow 
span  of  earth  called  the  province  of  HoHami,  one-third  was 
then  interior  water,  divided  into  live  considerable  lakes,  those 
of  Ilarlem,  Schermer,  Beemster,  Waert,  and  Purmer.  The 
sea  wus  kept  out  by  a  magnificent  system  of  dykes  under  the 
daily  Buperintendence  of  a  board   of  officers,  called  dyke- 

aves,  while  the  rain-water,  which  might  otherwise  have 
rowned  the  soil  thus  painfully  recluimed,  was  pumped  up 
by  windmills  and  drained  off  through  sluices  opening  and 
closing  with  the  movement  of  the  tides. 

The  province  of  Zeeland  was  one  vast  "  polder."  It  was 
encircled  by  an  outer  dyke  of  forty  Dutch,  equal  to  one 
hundred  and  fifty  English,  miles  in  extent,  and  traversed 
by  many  interior  barriers.  The  average  cost  of  dyke- 
building  was  sixty  florins  the  rod  of  twelve  feet,  or  84,000 
florins  the  Dutch  mile.  The  total  cost  of  the  Zeeland 
dykes  was  estimated  at  3,360,000  florins,  besides  the  annutd 
repairs.* 

But  it  was  on  the  sea  that  the  Netherlanders  were  really 

piunottcn  al   D,  de  Parma  y  Be  con-  |  huycn  con  la  mispria,  hftiulire,  pol»reza 
iiniJiiii   mu8  en  «ii  rtbc-lion,  con  \vr    y  carestia  iviusaila  gonernlmonte  por 
qiinutofl  Yua  ft  elJofl  quexfwoa  tie  tan  '  eat?  en  toduH  i>arti'«,"  tjte.,oti'.,  etc. 
tuui    guvidmo,     y    i|UAutoa    puedeu,  j      "  Metcren,  xvi.  2S8,  2^0,  2U0. 
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at  hc/me,  and  fhey  always  feit  it  in  their  power — as  their  lajst 
reaoinoe  against  foreign  tyranny — to  bory  their  land  for  ever 
in  tlio  octrun,  and  to  se^k  a  new  countr)-  at  the  ends  of  the 
oarth.  It  has  always  been  difficult  to  doom  to  political  or 
panonal  eUvery  a  nation  aecostomed  to  maritime  porsaita. 
Familiurity  with  the  bonndless  expanse  of  ocean,  and  the  habit 
of  virtorioiwly  contending  with  the  elements  in  their  stormy 
strength,  would  seem  to  inspire  a  consciousness  in  mankind  of 
human  dignity  and  worth.  AVith  the  exception  of  S{)ai%tlie 
chief  seafaring  nations  of  the  world  w^cre  alreiuly  protestant. 
The  countor-leaguo,  wliich  was  to  do  battle  so  strenuously  with 
the  Holy  Confederacy,  was  essentially  a  maritime  league. 
**  All  i\w  maritime  heretics  of  the  world,  since  heresy  is  best 
suited  to  navigators,  will  be  banded  together,"  said  Cham- 
pagny,  "  and  then  woe  to  the  Spanish  Indies,  which  England 
and  Holland  are  already  threatening.** ' 

The  Netherknders  had  been  noted  from  earliest  times  for 
a  free-8iK»ken  and  indej^endent  personal  demeanour.  At  this 
I'piM'h  they  were  taking  the  lead  of  tlie  whole  world  in  marine 
advt'iituro.  At  least  three  thousand  vessels  of  between  one 
hundred  and  four  hundred  tons,  besides  iimumerable  doggers, 
busses,  croitiatevens,  and  similar  craft  used  on  the  rivers  and 
in  tishories,  were  to  bo  found  in  the  United  Proviuces,  and 
one  thousand,  it  was  estimated,  were  annually  builtw* 

Thi'v  traded  to  the  Hidtic  regions  for  honey,  wax,  tallow, 
luniUr,  iron,  turpentine,  homp.  They  brought  from  farthest 
Indict*  and  from  America  all  the  fabrics  of  ancient  civilisation, 
all  tlic  newly  discovered  prwlucts  of  a  virgin  soil,  and  dis- 
pensed them  among  the  less  industrious  nations  of  the  earth. 
Enterprise,  leil  on  and  accompanied  by  science,  was  already 
planning  the  boUlest  flights  into  the  unkno>vn  yet  made  by 
mankind,  and  it  will  soon  be  necessar)^  to  direct  attention  to 
those  famous  art*tic  voyagi-s,  made  by  Hollanders  in  pursuit 
of  tlio  uortli*west  passage  to  Cathay,  in  which  as  much 
hci'oiam,  audiknty»  and  scientific  intelligence  were  displayed  as 

'  Dljruun  tin  Boigneur  dc  ChAin>  t  liUqmaa  .  .  .  .  y  pocsls  Wurfu  « lb 
|»irnv.  **  1\4m  loshmin  deloccuo  que  ma$  etmfanM  m  tatm  mariUmot," 
^M    k»  wn   qiuud   todot  ■!»>  aok  |  eUsi.  nc,  He.  •  UetaRn,  M  mif^ 
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in  later  times  have  made  so  many  men  bcloiiging  to  both 
branches  of  the  Anglo-Saxon  race  illustrious.  A  people, 
engag:od  in  perennial  conflict  with  a  martial  and  sacerdotal 
despotism  the  most  powert'al  in  the  world,  could  yet  sjmre 
enough  from  its  superfluous  energies  to  confront  the  dangere 

the  pijlar  oceans,  and  to  bring  back  treasures  of  science  to 
irich  the  world. 

Sucli  was  the  spirit  of  freedom.  Inspired  by  its  blessed 
influence  this  vigorous  and  inventive  little  commonwealth 
triumphed  over  all  human,  all  physical  obstacles  in  its  path. 
It  organised  armies  on  new  principles  to  drive  the  most  famous 
legions  of  history  from  its  soil.  It  buiJt  navies  to  help  rescue,  at 
critical  moments,  the  cause  of  England,  of  protestantism,  of 
civil  liberty,  and  even  of  FreJich  nationahty.  More  than  all, 
by  its  trade  with  its  arch-enemy,  the  republic  const^intly 
multiplied  ita  resources  for  destroying  hia  power  and  aggran- 
dizing its  own. 

The  war  navy  of  the  United  Provinces  was  a  regulai-  force 
of  one  hunilred  ships — large  at  a  |>eriod  when  a  vessel  of  thir- 
teen hundred  tons  was  a  monster — together  with  an  indefinite 
number  of  smaller  craft,  which  could  bo  put  into  the  public 
service  on  short  notice.*  In  those  days  of  close  c|uartei*s  and 
light  artillery  a  merchant  ship  was  converted  into  a  cruiser 
by  a  very  simple  process.  The  navy  was  a  self-supporting 
one,  for  it  was  paid  by  tlie  produce  of  convoy  fees  and 
licenses  to  trade.  It  must  be  CQnfessed  that  a  portion  of 
these  revenues  savoured  much  uf  black-mail  to  be  levied  on 
friend  and  foe;  for  the  distinctions  between  freebooter, 
rivateer,  pirate,  and  legitimate  sea-robber  were  not  very 
iosely  drawn  in  those  early  days  of  seafaring. 

Prince  ]Maurice  of  Nassjm  was  lord  high  admiml,  but  he 
waa  obliged  to  h'sten  to  the  counsels  of  various  provincial 
boards  of  admiralty,  which  often  impeded  his  action  and 
interfered  with  his  schemes. 

It  cannot  be  denied  that  the  inherent  vice  of  the  Nether- 
land  polity  was  already  a  tendency  to  decentralistition  and 
*  Metcrtu,  uht  mp. 
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proviucialkm.  Tlie  civil  institutions  of  the  country,  in  their 
main  characteristics,  have  been  frequently  sketched  in  these 
pages.  At  this  periixl  they  had  entered  almost  completely 
into  the  forms  wliicli  were  destined  to  endure  until  the  com- 
monwealth fell  in  the  great  crash  of  the  Frencli  Revolution. 
Their  beneficial  eflfects  were  more  visible  now — sustained 
and  bound  together  as  the  nation  was  by  the  sense  of  a 
common  danger,  and  by  the  consciousness  of  its  daily  deve- 
loping strength — than  at  a  later  day  when  prosperity  and 
luxury  had  blunted  the  fine  instincts  of  patriotism. 

The  supreme  power,  after  the  deposition  of  Philip,  and  the 
refusal  by  France  and  by  England  to  accept  the  sovereignty 
of  the  provinces,  was  definitely  lodged  in  the  States-General. 
But  the  States-General  did  not  technically  represent  the 
people.  Its  members  were  not  elected  by  tlie  people.  It 
was  a  body  composed  of  delegates  from  each  provincial 
assembly,  of  wliieh  there  were  now  five — Holland,  Zeeland, 
Friesland,  Utrecht,  and  Gelderland.  Each  provincial  assembly 
consisted  agtiin  of  delegates,  not  from  the  inhabitants  of  the 
provinces,  but  from  tlie  magistracies  of  tlie  cities.  Those 
magistracies,  again,  were  not  elected  by  the  citizens.  They 
elected  thenisclves  by  renewing  their  own  vacancies,  and 
were,  in  short,  immortal  corjioratious.  Thus,  in  final  analysis, 
the  supreme  power  was  distributed  and  localised  among  the 
mayors  and  aldermen  of  a  hirge  number  of  cities,  all  inde- 
pendent alike  of  the  people  below  and  of  any  central  power 
above. 

It  is  true  that  the  nobles,  as  a  cla^s,  had  a  voice  in  the 
provinciiil  and  in  the  general  assembly,  both  for  themselves 
and  as  technical  representatives  of  the  smtdler  towns  and 
of  the  rural  population.  But,  as  a  matter  of  fact,  the 
influence  of  this  easto  had  of  late  years  very  rapidly 
diminislied,  througli  its  decrease  in  nunibei-s,  and  the 
far  more  rapid  increase*  in  wealth  and  power  of  the  com- 
mercial and  manufactiiriiig  classes.  Individual  nobh>9  were 
constantly  employed  in  the  military,  civil,  and  diplomatic 
service  of  the  republic,  but  their  body  had  ceased  to  be  a 
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power.  It  had  been  tbe  policy  of  William  the  Silent  to 
incre.ase  the  number  of  cities  entitled  to  send  deputies  to  tbe 
States;  for  it  was  among  the  cities  that  bis  resistance  to 
tbe  tyranny  of  Spain,  and  bis  efforts  to  obtain  complete 
independence  for  bis  country,  had  been  mainly  supported. 
Many  of  the  great  nobles,  as  has  been  seen  in  these  pages, 
denounced  the  liberator  and  took  sides  with  tbe  tyrant. 
Lamoral  Egmont  bad  walked  to  the  scaffold  to  which  Philip 
had  condemned  liira,  chanting  a  prayer  for  Piulips  welfare. 
Egmont's  eldest  son  was  now  foremost  in  the  Spanisli  army, 
doing  battle  against  his  own  country  in  behalf  of  the  tyrant 
who  had  taken  his  father's  life.  Aremberg  and  Ligny, 
Arsehot,  Chimay,  Croy,  Capres,  Montigny,  and  most  of  the 
great  patrician  families  of  the  Netherlands  fougbt  on  the 
foyal  side. 

ITie  revolution  whicb  had  saved  tbe  couj^try  from  perdition 
and  created  the  great  Netberland  republic  was  a  burgher 
revolution,  and  burgber  statesmen  now  controlled  tbe  State. 
The  burgher  class  of  Eurojie  is  not  the  one  that  has  been 
foremost  in  the  revolutionary  movements  of  history,  or  that 
has  distinguished  itself — especially  in  more  modem  times — by 
a  passionate  love  of  liberty.  It  is  always  easy  to  sneer  at  Hans 
Miller  and  Hans  Baker,  and  at  the  countiy  where  such 
plebeians  are  powerful  Yet  the  burghers  played  a  prominent 
]»art  in  the  great  drama  whifh  forms  my  theme,  and  there  bas 
rarely  been  seen  a  more  solid  or  iwwerful  tyj>e  of  their  class 
than  the  burgher  statesman,  John  of  Olden-Barneveld,  wbo, 
since  the  death  of  William  the  Silent  and  the  departure  of 
Lord  Leicester,  bad  mainly  guided  tJie  destinies  of  Holland. 
Certainly  no  soldier  nor  statesman  who  ever  uieasured  intel- 
lects with  that  potent  personage  was  apt  to  treat  his  genius 
otherwise  than  with  profound  respect. 

But  it  is  difEcuIt  to  form  a  logical  theory  of  government, 
except  on  the  fiction  of  divine  right  as  a  basis,  unless  the  fact 
of  popular  sovereignty,  as  expresserl  by  a  majority,  be  Ixankly 
accepted  in  spite  of  philosophical  objections. 

In  the  Netherlands  there  was  no  king,  and  strictly  speaking 
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no  people.  Bat  this  latter  and  fatal  defect  was  not  visible 
in  the  period  of  danger  and  of  contest  The  native  magis- 
trates of  that  age  were  sin^larly  pure,  upright,  and  patriotic. 
Of  this  there  is  no  question  whatever.  And  the  people 
acquiesced  cheerfully  in  their  authority,  not  claiujing  a  larger 
representation  than  such  as  they  yirtually  possessed  in  the 
multiple  power  exercised  over  them,  by  men  moving  daily 
among  them,  often  of  modest  fortunes  and  of  simple  lives. 
Two  generations  later,  and  in  the  wilderness  of  Massachusetts, 
the  early  American  colonists  voluntarily  placed  in  the  hands 
of  their  magistrates,  few  in  number,  unlimited  control  of  all 
the  functions  of  government,  and  there  was  hardly  an  in- 
stance known  of  an  impure  exercise  of  authority.  Yet  out  of 
that  simple  kernel  grew  the  least  limited  and  most  powerful 
democracy  ever  known. 

In  the  later  days  of  Netherland  history  a  different  result 
became  visible,  and  with  it  came  the  ruin  of  the  State.  The 
governing  class,  of  burgher  origin,  gradually  separated  itself 
from  the  rest  of  the  citizens,  withdrew  from  commercial  pur- 
suits, lived  on  hereditar)'  fortimes  in  the  exercise  of  i'uuctions 
which  were  likewise  virtually  hereditar)",  and  so  became  an 
obgarchy.  Tliis  result,  together  with  the  physical  causes 
already  indicated,  made  the  downfall  of  the  commonwealtli 
probable  whenevir  it  should  be  attacked  by  an  overwhebning 
force  from  without. 

Tlie  States-General,  however,  at  this  epoch — although  they 
had  in  a  manner  usurped  the  sovereignty,  which  in  tlio 
absence  of  a  feudal  lord  really  belonged  to  the  whole  people, 
and  had  silently  repossessed  themselves  of  those  executive 
functions  which  they  had  themst.'lves  conferred  upon  the 
state  council — were  at  any  rate  without  self-seeking  am- 
bition. The  Hollanders,  as  a  race,  were  not  office  seekers, 
but  were  singularly  docile  to  constituted  authority,  while  their 
regents — as  the  municipal  magistrates  were  commonly  called 
— were  not  very  far  removed  above  the  mass  by  birth  or 
habitual  occupation.  The  republic  was  a  social  and  political 
fact,  against  which  there  was  no  violent  antagonism  cither 
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of  laws  or  manners,  and  the  people,  although  not  technically 
existing:,  in  reality  wan  all  in  all.  In  Netberland  story  the 
People  is  ever  the  true  hero.  It  was  an  almost  nnnotiood  but 
significant  revolution — that  by  which  the  state  cnnueil  was 
noif  Tirtually  deprived  of  its  authority.  During  Leicester's 
mle  it  had  been  a  most  imporUint  college  o(  administration. 
Since  his  resignation  it  had  been  entrusted  by  the  States- 
Greneml  with  high  executive  functions,  especially  in  war 
matters.  It  was  an  assembly  of  learned  counsellors  apj»inte<l 
from  the  various  provinces  for  wisdom  and  experience,  usually 
abont  eighteen  in  number,  and  sworn  in  all  things  to  be 
faithful  to  the  whole  republic.  The  allegiance  of  all  was 
rendered  to  the  nation.  Each  individual  member  was  re- 
quired to  "forswear  hi?  native  province  in  order  to  l>e  true 
to  the  generality."  They  deliberated  in  common  for  the 
general  good,  and  were  not  hampered  by  instructions  from 
the  provincial  diet«,  nor  compelled  to  refer  to  those  iliets  for 
decision  when  important  questions  were  at  issue.  It  was  an 
indejiendent  executive  committee  for  the  whole  republic.'" 

But  Leicester  had  made  it  un|>opular.  Ilis  intrigues,  in 
the  name  of  democracy,  to  obtain  possession  of  sovereign 
power,  to  inflame  the  lower  classes  against  the  munici|jal 
magistracies,  and  to  excite  the  clergy  to  claim  a  political 
influence  to  wliich  they  were  not  entitled  and  which  was  most 
mischievoTis  in  its  efferts,  had  exposed  the  stato  council,  with 
which  he  had  been  in  the  habit  of  consulting,  to  suspicion. 

Tlie  Queen  of  England,  by  virtue  of  her  treaty,  had  the 
right  to  apjwint  two   of  her  subjects  to  be  members  of 

*•  *8ft  Mrtjcete  voit  jotirnellement  J  ooneequeTnnient  met  S.  M.  etoes  prx)- 
mr  •xp4^rienou  quit  cniu^   que  Inn*  i  vinccs  en  plun  ^^mnd  tn>able  et  aM> 
i.irii*"<mi  nppaTti4?tit  an  ctmneil  dVtat    pcnae  qa'ftultrtmeut  iie  nMjaermit  le 
.  incea  suivunt  k-8  orlicleadu     maintien  de  cea  giiuireB ;  cu  t'sjranl  do 
I  •  ict  entre  S.  M.  et  ce«  pays  cy    qiioi  je  suifl  charge  de  par  S.  M.  du  voxia 

luy  kaI   en  plnsicara   poitita  <lu   tout  |  »i(efnifli'r,  qii  cllo  desiro  de  V.  S.  que 

'  "-     '  -■     -  '     *  '■■'-'■   ■—-'    '  quelquo  pouvoir  qui  a  caite  baiile  au 

ciiTiisf  il  d  etnt  par  la  susdictp  convon- 


••l^«  vi  quani  en  tnat  fort  rnccniuriH 
nnr  V.  8.    De  la  mii  '     •     '  "  ■  fon- 

'  lovion  ct  dcei>rdre  au  nt  «l« 

»  provinces  que  mni  I  f.''e9t 

I'oocAAtnn  de  bfau<t)up  de  maienlpnduz 

^  «t  iurMM>nteuiemefi8,  roui«  autui  fuict 
qne  rennenii  ii'e<»t  bi  vivcmont  m- 
pooH^   oomme   11  poarrait  estrc,   et 


tion,  Hoit  RU«6i  pleineiuont  rentitue  c-t 
ebtabli,''  rto.,  etc.,  etc.  (Paper  wnt  tu 
tho  8tnU»-tieiienil  l>v  Sir  niouina 
Bc-fU.-y.  26  AprU,  15'J0 ;  Archives  uf 
the  Hngiio  MS.) 
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the  council.  The  governor  of  her  auxiliary  forces  was  also 
entitled  to  a  seat  (here.  Since  the  malpractices  of  Leicester 
and  the  danger  to  which  the  conntry  had  heen  subjected  in 
consequence  had  been  discovered,  it  was  impossible  that  there 
should  he  very  kindly  feeling  towards  England  in  the  public 
mind,  however  necessary  a  sincere  alliance  between  the  two 
countries  was  known  to  be  for  the  welfare  of  both. 

The  bickering  of  the  two  English  councillors,  Wilkes  and 
Bod  ley,  and  of  iha  governor  of  the  English  contingent  with 
llie  HoUiiiiders,  was  incessant.  The  Englishmen  went  so  far 
as  to  claim  the  right  of  veto  upon  all  measures  passed  by  the 
council,  but  the  States-General  indignantly  replied  that 
the  matters  deliberated  and  decided  upon  by  that  board  were 
their  own  affairs,  not  the  state  affaii*s  of  Englnnd.  The  two 
niembei-s  nnd  the  military  officer  who  together  represented 
her  ]\rajesty  were  entitled  to  participate  iu  the  deliberations 
and  to  vote  with  their  brother  members.  For  them  to  claim 
tlio  i-iglit,  however,  at  will  to  annul  the  proceedings  was  an 
intolerable  a89um[jtion,  and  could  not  be  listened  to  for  a 
moment.  Certainly  it  would  have  been  strange  had  two 
Dnt«L'limen  undertaken  to  veto  every  measure  passed  by  the 
Queen's  council  at  Kichraond  or  Windsor,  and  it  was  difficult 
to  say  on  what  article  of  the  contract  this  extraordinary 
privilege  was  claimed  by  Englishmen  at  the  Hague." 

Anotlier  caiLse  of  quarrel  was  the  inability  of  the  English- 
men to  undei-stand  the  language  in  which  the  debates  of  the 
state  council  were  held. 

According  to  a  custom  not  entirely  unexampled  in  parlia- 
mentaiy  history  the  members  of  assembly  and  council  made 
use  of  their  native  tongue  iu  discussing  the  state  affairs 


i<  "In  den  BiuxU  vm  State  deaer 
Landen,"  sud  the  8tate*-Gcneral  to 
Ibe  Eiigltih  cooncillora,  "  wunlon 
geliamUTt,  gwoiiBulto<?rt  ende  gtre- 
tolvt^rt  do  fiHecktn  den  stactderaelver 
Londea  lU'iigHcndo  eiido  niut  den 
•ttu^'t  van  Engulaiit.  Eiido  «iatromriie 
en  oonnen  die  BlRt«^n  nk-t  verstneu  diit 
tot  dJGTisto  vaD  dese  Landea  oftu  van 
baer  Ma'  by  furme  taa  een  negative 


Toix  con  worden  geprocedeert  omnio 
den  Toortguuet  dcr  ttaolutie  te  beU-tten, 
maer  Ijebben  den  cuurernour  van  hare 
Mil*  (iecoura  cnde  do  Haedtu  by 
hnere  Ma'  jjc'introdncct'rt  liaro  etera* 
men  negative  oftt  nffirmutive  tv  gc-voa 
ols  ftnilere  van  d<>n  Rtude."  (Aiunrex 
to  Wilkijj  and  B'xlley,  15  Oct.  1590; 
Hague  Arcliivfs  MS.) 
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^  of  their  nati?e  land.    It  waa  howeTer  considered  a  grieTance 

bj  the  two  English  members  that  the  Dutchmen  should 

[speak  Dtitch^  and  it  was  demanded  in  the  Queen's  name  that 

I  they  should  employ  some  otlier  language  which  a  foreigner 

could  more  easily  understand." 

The  KuUanders  however  refused  this  request,  not  believing 
that  in  a  reversed  case  her  ftlajesty's  Council  or  Houses  of 
Parliament  would  be  likely  or  competent  to  carry  on  their 
discussions  habitoally  in  Italian  or  Latin  for  the  benefit  of  a 
couple  of  strangers  who  might  not  be  familiar  with  English. 
The  more  natural  remedy  would  have  been  for  the  foreigners 
to  take  lessons  in  the  tongue  of  the  country,  or  to  seek  for 
an  interpreter  among  their  colleagues;  especially  as  the 
States,  when  aU  the  Netherlands  were  but  provinces,  had 
steadily  refused  to  adopt  any  language  but  their  mother 
tongue,  even  at  the  demand  of  their  sovereign  prince.^^^ 

At  this  moment^  Sir  Thomas  Bodley  was  mainly  entrusted 
with  her  Majesty's  affairs  at  the  Hague,  but  his  overbearing 
demeanour,  intemperate  language,  and  passionate  style  of 
correspondence  with  the  Stiites  and  with  the  royal  government, 


"  "  8.  Majestc  troavant  estmnge  que 
vonlcbBiCJi  que  lee  sienB  demewaaaent 
par  oe  11x760  nittets  au  dit  conseil, 
Teqoicrt  que  dia  a  {irceent  ct  n  IfivcQir 
tout»  I08  propoMitiona,  wtusultuliona, 
(onfbreucQt  et  deUberatioriH  qui  se 
fcrnot  bu  dii  oon*n,il  soyent  tousjoimi  es 
tang^utr?  Laiine  mi  Fmnooioc,  ot  que 
lea  Betes  el  reg^istn-ii  lU-ddicteu  cr^niiults- 
Uoofl.  resoludoiM,  ct  (lelibL-mtions  ee 
tknuBUt  en  Tane  deux  lungiies  sua- 
dictee."  (Wilkes  and  Bodlej  to  the 
B*»te--OpTieTnl.  20  July,  1590 ;  Hague 
Ar."  ■ 

'  provineien,  Stedcn  endo 

Le«i.  .1  .01.  .lit:n  jegcnwoortlig  in  do 
Unic  wexiiule."  rtiiiithe  States,  "rc- 
bruycken  do  Nederlftntacbe  spmccfce, 
«ndo  Yolgende  vei>c>beyde  privilcgieu, 
eiidi*  rrw-lit^n  der  vfor^rrfvcn  Luudcu 
''  '.'u    der 

ninde 
..  ...i. -.. ..  i...,L,..  f^. .  li  ulidcr  flls 
d*  NrdcrlandtM'bo  Bprutcke  gcbniyc- 
kou  Dneimumc  en  is  niet  pructiL-a- 
bncl  en  dit  puuct  fs^ini^e  veniti(it'rin;.'bc 
inuf  tc  Tocren.    Tciuin  uodtiiuoei  die 

VOL.    lU. 


Staten  der  TooracTOvcn  respective  pro- 
vineien noji;  bcbben  wilKn  geiloc^n 
dnthuern  (jetiinjinittecnlin  jii8a<H'keu 
di-r  Liiudcn  vnctiiilt'  spnitokon  7/tauIf'n 
gebniyokcn;  (XK"k  iiirttof^c-stnoiulo  lict 
vcrwx'ok  van  Imeiiicker  pritiwn  w.<lfs 
gi'acliiot  uit  wicbtigo  cmlo  w<'l  ^^ffun- 
dei-rdo  rudcTicn.  Eudu  diwr  7A\\rx  in 
roniKO  zriwkeu  «|K'ciuly«-k  rort  va'lo 
diflioultfyten  it)  geeonwidcNTt  grwrcst, 
ten  tydo  uld  in  dr  vergotU'ringt.'  van  de 
Sttttcn  veracheydcu  provinoioii  van 
Wttlsfher  epruko  warou  ponipnrt'rpiido 
bebbi'n  de  princon  tinervnn  dou  Staten 
gec:<?von  KtU'imcle  actc  van  noii-prtv. 
juditie  met  Ixloflu  dat  «ulcx  ni«  t  in 
coiiHt-fjuf-ntio  zoude  worden  gfolodgcn. 
Eiido  beblx'h  d«  ondersaton  van  Imero 
Mil*  ben  Ivter  te  loetcn  nndrrrirblfln 
in  den  Rae<lt  \-an  stnet  von  I  gutit 
aldiier  goproponcert  ende  gr^li'HI«T<.'ert 
zal  worden,  dan  dnt  de  Ingoevtcnen 
dpaer  Landu^  jt^gena  do  recbttn  ende 
y>rivilcgien  dcrzelver  in  debcleydingbe 
vnn  ilea  LAiides  zju^ckvn  vreemde 
8f»mccke  zoudeii  moetcn  gebruycken." 
Ibid. 


did 


TBE  CSIIED 


«f  tkk 


daiisi 


EB^andlmd 

«--^ — 
.  iMiaro 

il  ferso  £■»- 

to  Loodoo, 

be  faandled  Bnon 


deirtkMtbe 
•D  much  vMiott  to 

hi*  deaHi,  bmug  ree 

porUai  a  pboe^    Oitd!»  enwj  of  Ike 
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Lord  High  Tieesarery  with  whom  it  woold  be  irapoflBible  for      i 
him  to  obtein  eo  nuieh  inflnenee  as  he  had  enjoyed  with  the 
late  Secietaiy  of  Stit&^ 

Moreover  it  was  eaactlj  at  this  season  that  the  Adrooate 
of  HoUand,  Olden-Bamereld,  waa  ezohided  from  the  state 
ooancfl."  Alreadj  the  important  proTinoe  of  Holland  was 
dissatisfied  with  its  inflaence  in  that  body.  Beariiig  one-half 
of  the  whole  burthen  of  the  war  it  was  not  content  with  one 
quarter  of  the  council  vote,  and  very  soon  it  became  the 
custom  for  the  Statee-Greneral  to  conduct  all  the  m< 
imnortant  affairs  of  the  republic'*  The  state  council  com- 
plniiied  that  even  in  war  matters  it  was  not  consulted,  and 
that  most  important  enterprises  were  undertaken  by  Prince 
Maurice  without  its  knowledge,  and  on  advice  of  tlie  Advocate 
nlone.  Doubtless  this  was  true,  and  thus,  most  unfortunately^ 
the  commonwealth  was  degraded  to  a  confederacy  instead  of 
becoming  an  incoqwrate  federal  State.  The  members  of  the 
States-General — as  it  has  been  seen — were  responsible  only 
to  thoir  constituents,  tlie  separate  provinces.  They  avowed 
allrgiani'e,  rach  to  his  own  province,  none  to  the  central 
goveruwont.  ^foreuver  they  were  not  representatives,  but 
mivoyn,  aj>jK)iuted  by  putty  provinces,  bound  by  written  ordered 
and  obligtMl  to  consult  at  every  stop  with  their  sovereigns  at 
lionif.  The  NotlR'rlund  polity  was  thus  stamped  almost  at 
iti*  birth  with  a  nurmw  pntvincialiam.  Delay  imd  hesitatioa 
thua  luviv'wjirily  eni^rmiered  were  overcome  in  the  days 
danpT  by  pjitriotio  fervour.  The  instinct  of  union  for  the 
imko  of  the  national  existence  was  suftieiently  strong,  and 
^*  Dor.  UL  xx\il  ^30.  *A  Fnii«.  S4.  m  jkid. 
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the  robust,  practical  common  sense  of  the  people  sufficiently 
enUghtened  to  prevent  tkia  weakness  from  degenerating  into 
impotence  so  long  as  the  war  pressure  remained  to  mould 
them  into  a  whole.  But  a  day  was  to  come  for  bitterly  rueing 
this  paralysis  of  the  imperial  instincts  of  the  people,  this 
indefinite  decentralization  of  the  national  etrenorth. 

For  the  present,  the  legislative  and  executiye  body  was 
the  States- General.  But  the  States-General  were  in  reality 
the  States  provincial,  and  the  States  provincial  were  the  city 
municipalities,  among  which  the  magistracies  of  Holland  were 
preponderant. 

Ere  long  it  became  impossible  for  an  individual  to  resist 
the  decrees  of  the  civic  authorities.  In  1591,  the  States- 
General  passed  a  resolution  by  which  these  arrogant  corpora- 
tions virtually  prt>cured  their  exemption  from  any  process  at 
the  suit  of  a  private  person  to  be  placed  on  record.  So  far 
^©ould  the  iirinciple  of  sovereignty  be  pulverized.  City 
juncil  boards  had  become  supreme." 

It  was  natiu-ally  impossible  during  the  long  continuance  of 
tbis  great  stniggle,  that  ueotral  nations  should  not  be 
injuriously  atTected  by  it  in  a  variety  of  ways.  And  as  a 
matter  of  course  neutral  nations  were  disposed  to  counsel 
peace.  Peace,  peace,  peace  was  the  sigh  of  the  bystanders 
whose  commerce  was  impeded,  whose  intern atiomU  relations 
were  complicated,  and  whose  own  security  was  endangered  in 
the  course  of  the  bloody  conflict.  It  was  however  not  very 
much  the  fashion  of  that  day  for  governments  to  obtrude 
advice  upon  each  other,  or  to  read  to  each  other  moral 
lectures.  It  was  assume<l  that  when  the  expense  and  sacri- 
fice of  war  had  been  incurred,  it  was  for  cause,  and  the 
discovery  had  not  yet  been  made  that  those  not  immediately  in- 
terested in  the  fray  were  better  acquainted  with  its  merits  than 
the  combatants  themselves,  and  were  moreover  eadued  mth 
superhuman  wisdom  to  see  with  perfect  clearness  that  future 
issoe  which  to  the  parties  themselves  was  concealed. 

V  Kluit.  iii.  52,  Compare  Fniin,  iv.  pp.  18-31,  to  whose  lucid  and  learned 
expoddon  of  the  Neihcrkad  polity  I  am  under  great  obligations. 
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Cheap  apothegiDB  upon  the  blessings  of  peace  and  upooti 
the  expediency  of  curbing  the  angry  passions,  uttered  by 
the  belligci-cnts  of  yesterday  to  the  belligerents  of  to-day, 
did  not  then  pass  current  for  profound  wisdom. 

Still  the  emperor  Hudolph,  ubstAining  for  a  time  from  his 
star-gazing,  had  again  thought  proper  to  make  a  feeble 
attempt  at  intervention  in  those  sublunary  matters  which 
wero  Bup|>osed  to  be  within  his  sphere.'* 

It  was  perfectly  well  known  that  Philip  was  incapable  of 
abating  one  jot  of  his  pretensions,  and  that  to  propose 
mediation  to  the  United  Provinces  was  simjdy  to  request  them, 
for  the  convenience  of  other  powers,  to  return  to  the  slavery 
out  of  which,  by  the  persistent  efforts  of  a  quarter  of  a  century, 
they  hjid  struggled.  Nevertheless  it  was  formally  proposed 
to  re-open  those  lukewarm  fountains  of  diplomatic  common- 
place in  which  healing  had  been  sought  during  the  peACO 
negotiations  of  Cologne  in  the  year  ir»7D,  But  the  States- 
General  resolutely  kept  them  sealed.  They  simply  answered 
his  imperial  Majesty  by  a  communication  of  certain  inter- 
cepted correspondence  between  the  lung  of  Spain  and  his 
ambassador  at  Vienna,  San  Clemente,  tliroagh  which  it  waa 
satisfactorily  established  that  any  negotiation  would  prov« 
as  gigantic  a  comedy  on  the  part  of  Sj)aiti  as  had  been  the 
meraomble  conferences  at  Ostend,  by  which  the  invasion  of 
England  had  been  masked.'"* 

There  never  was  a  possibility  of  mediation  or  of  compiymiise 
except  by  ojmplete  submission  on  the  part  of  the  Nether- 
landers  to  CroNvn  and  ChurcL  Both  in  this,  as  well  as  in 
previous  and  subsequent  attempts  at  negotiations,  the  secret 
iustnictions  of  Pldlip  forbade  any  real  concessions  on  hill 
side.  He  was  always  ready  to  negotiate,  ho  was  especially 
anxious  to  obtain  a  su^pi'usion  of  arms  from  the  rebels 
during  negotiation,  but  his  jtgents  wero  instructed  to  use 
great  d<Sxtority  and  dissimulation  in  order  that  the  proposal 
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the  emperor  as  a  neutral  potentate.  The  king  nniformly 
proposed  three  points ;  firstly,  that  the  rebels  should  recon- 
vert themselves  to  the  Catholic  religion ;  secondly,  that  they 
should  return  to  their  obedience  to  himself;  thirdly,  that 
tliey  should  pay  the  expenses  of  the  war.  Number  three  was, 
however,  usually  inserted  in  order  that,  by  conceding  it 
subsequently,  after  much  contestation,  he  mif^ht  appear  con- 
ciliatory. It  was  a  vehicle  of  magnam'mity  towards  men 
grown  insolent  with  temjwrary  success.*'  Numbers  one  and 
two  were  immutable. 

Especially  ui>on  number  one  was  concession  impossible. 
"The  Catholic  religion  is  the  first  thing,'*  said  Philip,  "and 
although  the  rebels  do  not  cease  to  insist  that  liberty  of 
conscience  should  be  granted  them,  in  order  that  they  may 
presei-ve  tliat  which  they  have  had  during  these  past  yeare, 
this  is  never  to  be  thought  of  in  any  event."  The  king 
always  made  free  use  of  the  terrible  weapon  which  the 
Protestant  princes  of  Germany  had  placed  in  his  hands.  For  • 
indeed  if  it  were  right  that  one  man,  because  possessed  of 
hereditary  power  over  millions  of  his  fellow  Creatures,  should 
compel  them  all  to  accept  the  dogmas  of  Lutlier  or  of 
Calvin  because  agreeable  to  himself,  it  was  difficult  to  say 
why  another  man,  in  a  similarly  elevated  position,  might 
not  compel  his  subjects  to  accept  the  creed  of  Trent,  or  the 
doctrines  of  Mahomet  or  Confucius.  The  Netherlanders  were 
fighting — even  more  than  they  knew — for  liberty  of  con- 
science, for  equality  of  all  religions ;  not  for  Moses,  nor  for 
Melancthon ;  for  Henry,  Philip,  or  Pius ;  while  Philip  justly 
urged  that  no  prince  in  Cliristendom  permitted  license.  **  Let 
them  well  understand,"  said  his  Majesty,  **  that  since  others, 
who  live  in  error,  hold  tlie  opinion  that  vassals  are  to  conform 
to  the  roligioo  of  their  master,  it  is  insufferable  that  it  shmdd 
bepropOBed  to  vie  that  my  vassals  sliould  have  a  different  religion 


*•  Hinnta  do  instrucion  b1  Mftrqtiea 
d«  CbmUlio,  25  Jan.  1502.  Arch,  dc 
8imaDcsfl.  &IS.  **  Conio  honibrcs  Id' 
■olenlUw  ooD  loe  buenoe  auuesoa  desiae 
diM,  pitliervo  ^uo  ae  hngon  con  olloe 
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from  mine — and  that  too  being  the  true  religion,  proved  hf 

80  many  testimonies  and  miracles,  while  all  others  are  decep- 
tion. This  must  be  an-anged  with  the  authority  of  the 
commissioners  of  the  emperor,  since  it  is  well  underetood  by 
them  that  the  vassal  w  never  to  differ  from  the  opvnion  of  hia 
master."'^  Certainly  it  was  worth  an  eighty  years'  war  to 
dri\'e  such  blasphemous  madness  as  this  out  of  human  heads, 
whether  crowned  or  shaven. 

Tliere  was  likewise  a  diet  held  during  the  summer  of  this 
year,  of  the  circles  of  the  empire  nearest  to  tlie  Nether- 
lands— ^Westi"halia,  Cleves,  Juliers,  and  Saxony — from  wliich 
commissionei-s  were  deputed  both  to  Bi-ussels  and  to  the 
lliigue,  to  complain  of  the  misfortimes  suflered  by  neutral 
and  neighbo^iring  nations  in  consequence  of  the  civil  war. 

They  took  uothing  by  their  mission  to  the  Duke  of  Parma. 
P&2  Aug.  At  the  Hague  the  deputies  wore  heard  on  the  22nd 
August,  1590.  They  complained  to  the  States- 
of  *'  brandschatting".  on  the  border,  of  the  holding 
ijrtB  beyond  the  lines,  and  of  other  invasions  of  neutral 
territory,  of  the  cruising  of  the  war-vessels  of  the  States  oflf 
the  shores  and  on  the  rivers,  and  of  their  interference  with 
la^vful  traders.  Threats  were  made  of  forcible  intervention 
and  reprisals.^ 

The  united  States  replied  on  the  13th  September.    Ex- 


mo- 


"  "Lo  de  la  religion  Cniolica  es  la 
prirncra  coca  ;  y  aunque  no  dexariiD  da 
iimatir  rebeldes  ei»  que  bo  Its  tie  lilmr- 
tad  do  conciiMatin  pc>r  conjst'rvar  In  que 
hnn  tonido  t^Um  auoH.  no  se  ha  de  dar 
lug)ir  n  esto  por  uiiig:nno  caeo — daudo 
Its  bicn  a  entonder  que  puoa  otms  qui 
vivcn  fii  L-rrorca  tieuen  jKjr  oniniou 
quo  11U8  v8»ti«loM  »o  bun  d«  conl'iruiur 
oon  la  religion  de  sii  SeDor,  no  ee 
mifre  que  a  mi  m  me  prt>i)onga  que 
lo8  mioe  la  tcngnn  diferente  que  yo, 
Biendo  eala  la  Terdadem  y  proboda  oon 
tantoa  tesftimonioa  y  milngrog,  y  todo 
lo  dcmna  engafto,  y  esto  ie  ha  de  pro- 
curur  eon  U  aatoridod  de  loe  comiHi- 
rioH  del  (•mporodor  puca  ca  uiuy  rtcILido 
eiitre  dlo«  dc  no  hnbenuj  de  HpartiiT  el 
rwenllo  do  la  opinion  de  tu  aeftur." 
Ibid. 


In  July  of  IhiB  vfur,  Fnm»e  had 
mach  talJc  ivitli  the  Klcctor  of  Cologne 
nt  8}io  about  peace  Mtlh  the  rc'b4*la  ' 
thrf>ogh  the  mediation  of  the  Emperor. 
It  vafi  agreed  that  a  congreM  Uiould 
be  proposed  at  Cologne,  but  tlm  eug- 
gestinn  wns  not  to  (ipp<ar  as  oominf^ 
fnm  riiili[i,  uiid  I'^irrH^-rC  infniiuHl  Lia 
miibttr  tl  at  the  Diiko  of  Wirlimherg 
and  tho  Laudgiavo  of  Hcmte  wotila 
both  attend.  Although  hctelii>a,  tbey 
were  dp>cril>eil  as  rmiMlic  nnd  pro 
foundly  of  ojiinioD  "  tJiat  in  the  matter 
of  reli^Jon  Vl»^«^ll.«^  wen?  m-ctt«mly 
to  cuiifoim  to  the  will  and  ct^mmrtud 
(if  their  prinwM."  Parma  to  Phihp, 
21  July,  1590;  (Arch,  de  Simoncaa 
MS.) 
*•  Metaren,  xvi  295,  Kqq, 
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preesmg  deep  regret  that  nentral  nations  should  suffer,  they 
pronounced  it  to  be  impossible  but  that  some 
sparks  from  the  g^eat  fire,  now  desolating  their  land, 
should  fly  over  into  their  neighbours'  ground.  The  States 
were  fighting  the  battle  of  liberty  against  slavery,  in  which 
the  future  genemtions  of  Gennauy,  as  well  as  of  the  Nether- 
lands, were  interested.  They  were  combating  that  horrible 
institution,  the  Holy  Inquisition.  They  were  doing  their  best 
to  strike  down  the  universal  monarchy  of  Spain,  which  they 
described  as  a  bloodthirsty,  insatiable,  insolent,  absolute 
dominion  of  Saracenic,  Moorish  Christians."  They  warred 
with  a  system  which  placed  inf|uisitor8  on  the  seats  of  judges, 
which  made  it  unlaw  ful  to  read  the  Scriptures,  which  violated 
all  oaths,  suppressed  all  civic  freedom,  trampled  on  all  laws 
and  customs,  raised  inordinate  taxes  by  arbitrary  decree,  and 
subjected  high  and  low  to  indiscriminate  murder.  Spain  had 
sworn  the  destruction  of  the  provinces  and  their  subjugation 
to  her  absolute  dominion,  in  order  to  carry  out  her  icheme 
of  universal  empire. 

These  were  tlie  deeds  and  designs  against  which  the  States 
were  waging  that  war,  concerning  some  inconvenient  results 
of  which  their  neighbours,  now  happily  neutral,  were  com- 
pliiining.  But  the  cause  of  the  States  was  the  cause  of 
humanity  itself.  This  Saracenic,  Moorish,  universal  mon- 
archy had  been  seen  by  Germany  to  murder,  despoil,  and 
trample  upon  the  Netherlands,  It  had  murdered  millions  of 
innocent  Indians  and  Granadians.     It  had  kept  Naples  and 

lilan  in  abject  slavery.    It  had  seized   Portugal    It  had 
Jelilwrately  planned  and  attempted  an  accursed  invasion  of 

ilnglund  and  Ireland.  It  had  overrun  and  plundered  many 
cities  of  the  empire.  It  had  spread  a  web  of  secret  intrigue 
^»bout  Scotland.  At  last  it  was  sending  great  armies  to  con- 
quer France  and  snatch  its  crown.  Poor  France  now  saw 
the  plana  of  this  Spanish  tyranny  and  bewailed  her  misery. 
The  subjects  of  her  lawful  king  were  ordered  to  rise  against 
him,  on   account  of  religion   and  conscience.     Such  holy 

"  Mpt/»r*n,  xri.  295,  wyj^ji. 
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pretexts  were  used  by  tJiese  Saracenic  Christiana  in  ordep'%t> 
gain  possession  of  that  kingdom. 

For  all  these  reasons,  men  should  not  reproach  the  inhabi- 
tants of  the  Netherlands,  because  seeing  the  aims  of  this 
accursed  tyranny,  thoy  had  set  themselves  to  resist  it.  It  waa 
contrary  to  reason  to  consider  them  as  disturbers  of  the 
general  peace,  or  to  hold  them  guilty  of  violating  their  oaths 
or  their  duty  to  the  laws  of  the  holy  empire.  The  States- 
Cleneral  were  sure  that  they  had  been  hitherto  faithful  and 
loyid,  and  they  wore  resolved  to  continue  in  that  path. 

As  members  of  the  holy  empire,  in  part — as  of  old  they 
were  considered  to  be — they  had  rather  the  right  to  expect, 
instead  of  reproaches,  assistance  against  the  enormous  power 
and  inhuman  oppression  of  their  enemie&  They  had  dd- 
manded  it  heretofore  by  their  ambassadors,  and  they  still 
continued  to  claim  it.  They  urged  tlmt,  according  to  tho 
laws  of  the  empire,  all  foreign  soldiers,  Spaniards,  Saracens, 
and  the  like  should  bo  driven  out  of  the  limits  of  the  empire. 
Through  these  means  the  German  Highland  and  the  German 
Netherland  miglit  bo  restored  once  more  to  their  old  friend- 
ship and  unity,  and  might  deal  with  each  other  again  in 
amity  and  commerce. 

If,  however,  such  requests  could  not  be  granted  they  at 
least  begged  his  electoral  highness  and  the  other  dukes,  lords, 
and  states  to  put  on  the  deeds  of  Netherlanders  in  this 
laborious  and  heavy  war  tlie  best  interpretation,  in  order 
that  they  might,  with  the  better  courage  and  resolution,  bear 
those  inevitable  burthens  which  were  becoming  daily  heavier 
in  this  task  of  resistance  aud  self-protection  ;  in  order  that 
the  provinces  might  not  be  utterly  conquered,  and  aerre^ 
with  their  natunil  rci^ources  and  advantageous  situation,  as 
sedes  tt  media  belli  for  tlie  destnictitm  of  neighbouring  States 
and  tho  building  up  of  the  contemplated  universal,  absolute 
monarchy.** 

Ti»o  Unite<l  Provinces  had  been  compelled  by  overpowering 
neccsssity  to  take  up  arms,     lliat  wliirh  had  resulted  was  and 
^  Mtftercii,  xvi.  295,  teqq. 
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in  ierminis  defemiom^i.  Their  object  was  to  prot^^ct 
vbat  belonged  to  them,  to  recover  that  which  by  force  or 
frand  had  been  taken  from  them. 

lu  regard  to  excesses  committed  by  their  troops  against 
iieutnU  inhabitants  on  the  border,  they  expressed  a  strong 
regret,  together  with  a  disposition  to  make  all  proper  retribu- 
tion and  to  caosc  all  crimes  to  bo  pimislied. 

They  alluded  to  the  enormous  sins  of  this  nature  practised 
by  the  enemy  against  neutral  soil.  They  recalled  to  mind 
tliut  the  Spaniards  paid  theii'  troops  ill  or  not  at  all,  and  that 
they  allowed  them  to  plunder  the  innocent  and  the  neutral, 
while  the  united  States  had  paid  tlieir  troops  better  wages, 
and  more  punctually,  than  had  ever  been  done  by  tlie  greatest 
potentates  of  Europe.  It  was  true  that  the  States  kept  many 
cruisera  off  the  coasts  and  ii})on  the  rivers,  but  these  were  to 
protec't  their  own  citizens  and  friendly  traders  against  pirates 
and  against  the  common  foe.  Germany  derived  as  much 
benefit  from  this  sjrstem  as  did  the  Provinces  themselves.* 

Thus  did  the  States-General,  respectfully  but  resolutely, 
decline  all  proffers  of  intervention,  which,  as  they  were  well 
awaro,  could  only  enure  to  the  benefit  of  the  enemy.  Thus 
did  they  avoid  being  entrapped  into  negotiations  which  could 
f»nly  prove  the  most  lamentable  of  comedies. 

»  Ifetercn,  xvi  205,  teqq. 
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CHAPTER    XXIII. 


Philip'B  Bcheme  of  aggrarwlizement—  Projected  invnsion  of  France  —  Internal 
oouditiou  of  Fmnc?e  —  Cburacter  of  Henry  of  Navurw  —  Prcpnration  for 
action  —  Dottle  of  Ivry —  Victory  of  the  French  king  over  tUe  League  — 
Reluctance  of  the  king  to  attack  the  French  capital  —  Siego  of  Paris  —  Tbe 
pop«  indisposed  towanJfl  tlio  Lcagiio  —  Extraordinary  demonstratloD  of 
eccleeiafltioa — Influence  of  the  pricfits — Eitremiticfi  of  tlje  Kiege  — At- 
tempted ucpjtiation  —  State  of  Philip '«  army  —  Difficult  position  of  Fumege 
—  March  of  tlio  allies  to  the  roUef  of  Puris  —  Lngny  t«kon  and  tbe  city 
relieved  —  Desertion  of  the  king's  army  —  Siege  of  Corbeil  —  Death  of  Pf»pe 
Bixtns  V.  —  Be-eoptnro  of  Lagny  and  Oorboil  —  Betum  of  Panua  tn  the 
NetherlamU —  Result  of  the  expedition. 

The  scene  of  the  narrative  shifts  to  France.    The  history  1 
the   United   Netlicrlanda   at  this  epoch  is  a  world-history. 
Were  it  not  so,  it  would  have  far  less  of  moral  and  instmo 
tion  for  all  time  than  it  is  really  capable  of  affording.     The 
battle  of  liberty  against  despotism  was  now  fought  in  the  ^^ 
hop-fields  of  Brabant  or  the  |X)lders  of  Friesland,  now  in  the  ^M 
narrow  seaa  whi^'h  encircle  England,  and  now  on  the  sunny 
plains  of  Dauphiny,  among  the  craggy  inlets  of  Brittany,  or  ^J 
aluug  the  liigh  roads  and  rivers  which  lead  to  the  gates  of  ^M 
Pari}*.     But  everywhere  a  noiseless,  secret,  but  ubiquitous  ^^ 
negotiation  was   speeding  with  never  an  instant's  pause  to  ^Lj 
accomplish  tbe  work  uhirb  hmsqucnettes  and  riders,  pikemen  ^M 
and  carabineers  were  contending  for  on  a  hundred  battlo-fieldn 
and  amid  jt  din  of  arms  which  for  a  quarter  of  a  century 
had  been  the  regular  hum  of  human  industry.     For  nearly  a 
generation  of  mankind,  Germans  and  Hollanders,  English- 
men, Frenchmen,  Scotchmen,  Iriwlimen,  Spaniards  and  Italians 
seemed  to  he  born  into  the  world  mainly  to  fight  for  or 
against  a  system  of  universal  monarchy,  conceived  for  his 
own   l»enefit   by  a  quiet  old  man  who  passed  his  days  at  a 
writing  desk  in  a  remote  comer  of  Europe.     It  must  be  con- 
fessed that  Philip  11.  gave  the  world  work  enough.   Whether  | 


— had  the  peoples  governed  themselves — their  energies  might 
Dot  have  been  exerted  in  a  different  direction,  and  on  the 
whole  have  produced  more  of  good  to  the  human  race  than 
came  of  all  this  blood  and  smoke,  may  be  questioned. 
^p  But  the  divine  right  of  kings,  associating  itself  with  the 
power  supreme  of  the  Church,  was  struggling  to  maintain  that 

»old  mastery  of  mankind  which  awakening  reason  was  inclined 
to  dispute.     Countries  and  nations  being  regarded  as  private 
property  to  be  inherited  or  bequeathed  by  a  few  favoured 
individuals  —  provided   always  that   those  individuals   were 
obedient  to  the  chief-priest — it  had  now  become  right  and 
proper  for  the  Spanish  monarch  to  annex  Scotland,  England, 
and  France  to  the  very  considerable  possessions  which  were 
already  his  o>vn.     Scotland  he  claimed  by  virtue  of  the  ex- 
pressed wish  of  Mary  to  the  exclusion  of  her  heretic  son. 
^■France,  which  had  been  unjustly  usurped  by  another  family 
^■in  times  jyast  to  his  detriment,  and  wldch  only  a  mere  himian 
^■invention — a  "  pleasantry  "  us  Alva  had  happily  tenned  it, 
^mV  called  the  Salic  law  " — prevented  from  passing  (piietly  to 
^piis  daughter,  as  heiress  to  her  mother,  daugliter  of  Henry  II., 
he  was  now  fully  bent  upon  making  his  own  without  further 
)o68  of  time.     England,  in  consequence  of  the  mishap  of  the 
ftr  <-ighty-eight,  he   was   inclined   to  defer  appropriating 
until  thu  possession  of  the  French  coasts,  together  with  those 
:>f  the  Netlierlands,  should  enable  him  to  risk  the  adventure 
tith  assured  chances  of  success. 
The  Netherlands  were  fast  slipping  beyond  his  control,  to 
sure,  as  he  engap^ed  in  these  endless  schemes;  and  ill-dis- 
ed  peojilo  of  the  day  said  that  the  king  was  like  Ai^oii'a 
Jog,  lapping  the  river  dry  in  order  to  get  at  the  skins  floating 
[on  the  surface.     The  Doke  of  Parma  was  driven  to  his  wits* 
'  ends  for  expedients,  and  beside  himself  with  vexation,  when 
commamled  to  withdraw  his  ill-paid  and  mutinous  army  from 
Lihe  Provinces  for  the  pur{K>se  of  invading   France.*    Most 


'  "  Con  todo,  claro  es,"  aaid  Cham- 
ft<.Ti3r,  with  biltcmtaa,  "  quo  no  \m»- 
ndo  yA  pom  la  giierra  quo  iotieiuos, 
Lo  metMB  pora  a.  doh  cngulfiunoB 


en  1»  (le  Frftneiu,"— Disoours  sur  1p« 
offaires  dee  Puva  Has.  (MS.  licfure 
cited.) 
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iraportunate  were  the  appeals  and  potent  the  arguments  by 
which  he  attempted  to  turn  Phihp  from  his  purpooe.    It 
was  in  vain.     Spain  was  the  great,  aggressive,  over-shadow- 
ing power  at  that  day,  before  whose  pluta  find  whose  violence 
the  nations  alternately  trembled,  and  it  was  France  that  now 
Btooil  in  danger  of  being  conquered  or  dismembered  by  the 
common  enemy  of  all.     That  unhappy  kingdom,  torn  by  in-  ^ 
testine  conflict,  naturally  invited    the    ambition    and    th« 
greediness  of  foreign  powers.    Civil  war  had  been  its  condition, 
with   brief  intervals,  for  a  whole   generation   of  mankind. 
During  the  last  few  years,  the  sword  had  been  never  sheathed, 
while  **  the  holy  Cunfuderacy "  and  the  Beaniese  struggled 
together  for  the  mastery.     lleOgion  was  the  mantle  under  j 
which  the  chiefs  on  both  sides  concealed  their  real  designs 
as  they  led  on  their  ful lowers  year  after  year  to  the  despenit 
conflict     And  their  followers,  the  masses,  were  doubtless  ii 
earnest.    A  gi'eat  principle — the  relation  of  man  to  his  Maker 
and  his  condition  in  a  future  world  as  laid  down  by  rival 
priesthoods — has  in  almost  every  stage  of  history  had  power^J 
to  inflnenee  the  multitude  to  fiiry  and  to  delnge  the  world  in^^ 
blood-     And  so  long  as  the  superstitions  element  of  human 
nature  enables  individuals  or  combinations  of  them  to  dictate ^J 
to  their  fellow-creatures  those  relations,  or  to  dogmatize  cqu*^^ 
fceming  those  condititms — to  take  possession  of  their  con- 
sciences in  short,  and  to  interpose  their  nnnnmeriea  between 
man   and   his   Creator — it  is  probable  tliat  such  Bcenes  oa 
caused  the  nations  to  shudder  throughout  so  large  a  portion 
of  the  sixteenth  and  seventeenth  centuries  will  continao  t<>^H 
repeat  themselves  at  intervals  in  various  parts  of  the  earth, ^^ 
Nothing  can  be  more  sublime  than  the  self-sacrilice,  nothing 
more  demoniac  than  the  crimes,  which  human  creatures  have 
seemed  always  ready  to  exhibit  under  the  name  of  religion. 

It  was  and  had  been  really  civil  war  in  France.     In  the      . 
Netherlands  it  had  become  essentially  a  struggle  for  indo^i^fl 
pendence  against  a  foreign  monarch ;  although  the  germ  out^^ 
of  which  both  conflicts  hmi  grown  to  their  enormous  propor- 
tions was  an  eflort  of  the  multitude  to  check  the  growth  of 
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papacy.  In  France,  accordingly,  civil  war,  attende<l  by  that 
gaant  aisterbood,  murder,  pestilence,  and  famine,  biid  swept 
Irom  the  soil  almost  everytliing  that  makes  life  valuable.  It 
had  not  Ifought  in  its  train  that  extraordinary  material  pros- 
perity and  ijitelloctual  development  at  which  men  wondered 
in  the  Netherlands,  and  to  which  allusion  has  just  been  made. 
But  a  fortunate  conjunction  of  circunwtances  had  now  placed 
Henry  of  Navarre  in  a  position  of  vantage.  He  represented 
the  principle  of  nationality,  of  French  unity.  It  was  impos- 
sible to  deny  that  he  wtis  in  the  regular  line  of  succession, 
now  that  luckless  Henry  uf  Valois  slept  with  his  fathers,  and 
the  principle  of  nationahty  might  perhaps  prove  as  >itid  a 
force  as  attachment  to  the  Roman  Church.  Moreover,  tlio 
adroit  and  imscrupulous  B^arnese  knew  well  how  to  shift 
the  mantle  of  religion  from  one  shoulder  to  the  other,  to  serve 
his  purposes  or  the  humours  of  those  whom  he  addressed. 

"  The  King  of  Spain  would  exclude  me  from  the  kingdom 
and  heritage  of  my  father  bectiuse  of  my  reUgion,"  he  said  to 
the  Puke  of  Saxony;  "but  in  that  religion  /  am  determined 
I  to  per  tint  »o  long  as  I  sJtall  lioe."'-  The  bund  was  the  hand  of 
I  Henry,  but  it  was  the  voice  of  Duplessis  Momay. 
^k^**  Were  there  thirty  crowiis  to  win,"  said  he,  at  about  tbo 
HHne  time  to  the  States  of  France,  "  /  would  not  change  my 
■  rtf%w>n  on  com/^wfetVn,  the  dagger  at  my  throat.  Instruct  me, 
instruct  me,  I  am  not  obstinate.''^  There  s|x>ke  the  wily  free- 
thinker, determined  not  to  bo  juggled  out  of  what  be  considered 
Ilia  property  by  fanatics  or  priests  of  either  church.  Had  Henry 
Ijeen  a  real  devotee,  the  fate  of  Christendom  might  have  been 
different.  The  world  has  long  kno>>ni  how  much  misery  it  is 
in  the  i)ower  of  crowned  bigots  to  inflict. 

n  the  other  hand,  the  Holy  League,  the  sacred  Confede- 

,  was  catholic  or  nothing.  Already  it  was  more  papist  than 

tbo  pope,  and  loudly  denounced  Sixtus  IV.  as  a  Huguenot 

because  ho  was  thought  to  entertain  a  weak  admiration  both 

for  lienry  the  heretic  and  for  the  Jezebel  of  England. 

'  Ix?tUv  fla  JU\j  an  Doc  do  Sftxe,  drossee  par  DapleasiB.    Mom.  and  Cbmssp. 
di?  Ihjjik*wi«  MonuiY,  iv.  491. 

*  Lettrv  du  Rcif  «k  Nanurc  uux  vkiU  Uc  cu  rojaume.    IbLd.  322,  mifi. 
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But  the  holy  confederacy  was  bent  on  destroying 
national  government  of  France,  and  dismembering  the  nation 
domain.  To  do  tliis  tlio  pretext  of  tmrapling  out  hereby 
indeOnitely  extending  the  power  of  Rome,  was  most  ill 
fluential  with  the  multitude,  and  entitled  the  leaders  to  enjo 
immense  power  for  the  time  being,  while  maturing  the 
schemes  for  acquiring  permanent  possession  of 
fragments  of  the  national  territory.  Mayenue,  Nemour 
Aumale,  Mercceur  longed  to  convert  tempomry  government 
into  independent  principalities.  The  Duke  of  Lorraine  looke 
with  longing  eyes  on  Verdun,  Sedan,  and  the  other  fair  citie 
within  the  teiTitorics  contiguous  to  his  own  domains. 
reckless  house  of  Savoy,  with  whom  freebooting  and  land 
robbery  seemed  geogrupliical  and  liereditary  necessities,  wa 
busy  on  the  soutlieni  borders,  while  it  seemed  easy  euong 
for  Philij)  XL,  in  right  of  liis  daughter,  to  secure  at  least  tl 
duchy  of  iirittany  before  entering  on  the  sovereignty  of  1 
whole  kingdom. 

To  the  eyes  of  the  world  at  large  France  might  well  seefl 
in  a  condition  of  hopeless  (ilsintegration ;  the  restoration 
its  unity  and  former  position  among  the  nations,  under  the 
government  of  a  single  chief,  a  weak  and  wicked  dream. 
Furious  and  incessant  w^ere  the -anathemas  hurled  on  tlie  head 
of  the  Beurueso  for  his  persistence  in  drowning  the  land  in 
blood  in  the  hope  of  recovering  a  national  capital  which  neve 
could  bo  his,  and  of  wresting  from  the  control  of  the 
federacy  that  power  which,  whether  usurped  or  rightful, 
considered,  at  leiist  by  the  peaceably  inclined,  to  have  beootuo 
a  solid  fact. 

The  poor  puppet  locked  in  the  tower  of  Fontenay,  and 
entitled  Charles  X.,  deceived  and  scared  no  one.  Such  money 
as  there  was  might  be  coined  in  its  name,  but  Mtula 
League  reigned  supreme  in  Paris.  The  confederates,  in 
6i)ire<i  by  the  eloquence  of  a  cardinal  legate,  and  snpplic 
with  fmida  by  the  faithful,  were  ready  to  dare  a  thoui 
deatlos  rather  than  submit  to  the  rule  of  a  tyrant 
heretic. 
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AVTiat  was  an  authority  derived  from  the  laws  of  the  land 
and  the  history  of  the  race  compared  with  the  dogmas  of 
Eome  and  the  trained  veterans  of  Spain?  It  remained  to  be 
seen  whether  nationality  or  bigotry  would  triumph.  But  in 
the  early  days  of  1590  the  prospects  of  nationality  were  not 
encounigiug. 

Francois  de  Luxembourg,  due  de  Pincey,  was  in  Rome  at 
that  moment,  deputed  by  such  catholic  nobles  of  France  as 
were  friendly  to  Henry  of  Navarre.*  Sixtiis  might  perhaps 
be  influenced  as  to  tlie  degree  of  respect  to  be  accorded  to 
the  envoys  repi-esentatiomi  by  the  events  of  the  campaign 
about  to  opou.  Meantime  the  legate  Gjietano,  young,  rich, 
oloiiuent,  unscrupulous,  distinguished  alike  for  the  splendour 
of  his  house  and  the  brilliancy  of  his  intellect^  had  arrived  in 
Paris.' 

Followed  by  a  great  train  of  adherents  he  had  gone  down 
to  the  House  of  Parliament,  and  was  about  to  seat  himself 
under  the  dais  reserved  for  the  king,  when  Brisson,  first 
President  of  Parliament,  plurketl  him  back  by  the  arm,  and 
caused  him  to  take  a  seat  immediately  below  his  own/' 

Deeply  was  the  bold  president  to  expiate  this  defence 
of  king  and  law  against  the  Holy  League,  For  the  moment 
however  the  legate  contented  himself  with  a  long  harangue, 
setting  forth  the  power  of  Rome,  while  Brisson  replied  by  an 
oration  magidfying  the  grandeur  of  France. 

Soon  afterwards  the  caidJnal  addressed  himself  to  the 
counteraction  of  Henry's  projects  of  conversion.  For  well 
did  the  subtle  priest  understand  that  in  purging  himself  of 
heresy,  the  Bearnese  was  about  to  cut  the  groimd  from 
beneath  his  enemies'  feet  In  a  letter  to  the  arclibishops  and 
bishops  of  France  he  argued  the  matter  at  length.  Especially 
he  denied  the  necessity  or  the  legality  of  an  assembly  of 
all  the  prelates  of  France,  such  as  Henry  desired  to  afford 
him  the  requisite  '*  instruction  "  as  to  the  i-e.spective  merits  of 
the  Roman  and  the  reformed  Church.     Certainly,  he  m-ged, 

*  De  Thou,  xi  97,  pp.  100-103. 

*  DondioL    De  rebus  in  Gallm  gestu  ab  Alexandro  Farnedo,  i.  131. 

*  De  Thoa,  ubi  eup,  p.  108. 
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the  Priuco  of  Bearno  could  hardly  require  instruction  as        , 
to  tbe  tenets  of  either,  seeing  that  at  different  times  he  hiid 
faithfully  professed  hoth.'  I 

But  while  benches  of  bishops  and  doctors  of  the  Sorbonne       . 
were  burnishing  all   the   arms  in  ecclesiastical   and   legal  ^B 
arsenals  for  the  approaching  fray,  the  sound  of  louder  if  not  ^^ 
moro  potciit  artiUery  began  to  be  heard  in  the  vicinity  of 
Paris.     Tiio  candid  Henry,  while  seeking  ghostly  instniction 
with  eagerness  from  his  papistical  patrons,  was  equally  per- 
sevuring  in  applying  for  the  assistance  of  heretic  musketeera 
and  riders  from  his  protestant  friends  in  England,  Holland, 
Grermany,  and  Switzerland.  ^^ 

Queen  Elizabeth  and  the  iStates-General  vied  witV  each  ^M 
other  in  generosity  to  the  great  champion  of  protestantism, 
who  was  combating  the  holy  league  so  valiantly,  and  rarely 
has  a  great  historical  figure  presented  itself  to  the  world  so 
bizarre  of  aspect,  and  under  such  shifting  perplexity  of  j 
h'ght  and  shade,  as  did  the  B^arneae  in  the  early  spring 
of  15i)0. 

The  hope  of  a  considerable  portion  of  the  catholic  nobility 
of  his  realm,  although  himself  an  excommunicated  heretic; 
the  mainstay  of  Calvinism  while  secretly  bending  all  his 
energies  to  effect  his  reconciliation  with  the  pope ;  the  idol 
of  tho  austere  and  grimly  puritanical,  while  himself  a 
model  of  profligacy ;  tho  leader  of  the  earnest  and  tho 
tine,  although  falae  as  water  himself  in  every  relation  in 
which  human  beings  can  stand  to  each  other;  a  standard- j 
bearer  of  both  great  branches  of  the  Christian  Church 
in  an  ago  when  rehgion  was  the  atmosphere  of  men's  daily 
lives,  yet,  finding  his  sincerest  admirer,  and  one  of  his  most 
faithful  allies,   in  the  Grand  Turk,^  the  representative  of 


'  DoTlion,  «W  Bup.  p.  108. 

*  A  portion  of  tlie  iiingnifuxintly 
protectivo  letter  of  Sultnii  Anmnith, 
in  which  ho  cotnpliriieiittil  Henry  on 
Lia  reJigioiu  8te«lffU)liict«.  ini^lit  almost 
bftru  Diude  the  king'8  oheik  tingle. 

"...  "a  toi.Hcnn  lie  Navarre  de 
la  race  inTinciblo  des  Uotixbona,  noua 
Mvoiu    enlooda 


du  la  maigon  d'Aiilriche,  ftivoriant 
niK'nnH  de  tea  ennemis,  toohe  de  to 
privtT  du  la  suocx'titdon  Id^timo  qui 
t'upiiortieot  au  it>}*aaniodc  Francr  qui 
vai  de  uolru  fdljtuico  ot  confedcratMNX 
en  haino  de  ou  que  tu  deUtiet  Im  Ja, 
tenaicttde*  ukJcs,  trai  ,-•'»-' 


quu 


d^plaiaaiUm 

grand  Dieu,  ptmr  tentr  purofMBl   M 
ijqie,     <;ue   tu    ticnt   qui   t4t  h  wtedUmr  dm 


1590. 


RELATIVE  POWER  OF  HENRY  AND  I'HlLir. 


49 


national  liberty  and  human  rights  against  regal  and  sacorrlo- 
tnl  absolutism,  while  himself  a  remorseless  despot  by  nature 
and  education,  and  a  heliever  in  no  rights  of  the  people  save 
in  their  privilege  to  bo  ruled  by  himself,  it  seems  strange 
at  first  view  that  Jlenry  of  Navarre  should  have  been  for 
centuries  so  heroic  and  popular  an  image.  But  he  was  a 
soldier,  a  wit,  a  consummate  piihticiun;  above  all,  he  was 
a  man,  at  a  periotl  when  to  bo  a  king  was  often  to  be  some- 
thing much  less  or  much  worse. 

To  those  acoustomcil  to  weigh  and  analyse  popular  forces 
it  might  well  »jem  that  ho  was  now  playing  an  utterly  hope- 
less game.  His  capital  garrisoned  by  the  Pope  and  the 
King  of  Spain,  with  its  grandees  and  its  populace  scoffing  at 
his  pretence  of  authority  and  loathing  liis  name;  with  an 
exchequer  consisting  of  what  he  could  beg  or  borrow  from 
Queen  Elizabeth — most  parsimonious  of  sovereigns  reigning 
over  the  half  of  a  small  island — and  from  the  States-General 
governing  a  half-born,  half-drowned  little  republic,  engaged 
in  a  quarter  of  a  century's  \Mirfare  with  the  greatest  raonarrh 
in  the  world;  with  a  wardrobe  consisting  of  a  dozen  shirta 
and  five  pocket-handkerchiefs,*  most  of  them  ragged,  and  with 
a  commissariat  made  up  of  what  could  be  brought  in  the  saddle- 
bags of  hifl  Huguenot  cavaliers  who  came  to  the  charge  with 
him  to-day,  ajid  to-uiorrow  were  dispersed  again  to  their  moun- 
tain fastnesses ;  it  did  not  seem  likely  on  any  reasonable  theoiy 
of  dynamics  that  the  power  of  the  Beamese  was  capable  of  out- 
weighing Pope  and  Spain,  and  the  meaner  but  massive  popu- 
lace of  France,  and  the  Sorbonne,  and  the  great  chiefs  of  the 
confederacy,  wealthy,  long  descended,  allied  to  all  the  sove- 
reigns of  Christendom,  potent  in  territorial  possessions  and 
skilful  in  wielding  poUtical  influences. 

doutable  iwr  tont  lo  mondo  au  gniiDd 
epfiTivantement  tier  toua  lea  royg,  ajrnnt 
mnyen  Jo  Ifh  nidtttro  en  telle  extrc- 


numdei  je  te  faia  afl«avoir  qu'ayant 
en  honeiir  cette  caoso  qui  ne  tend 
qu'dii  profit  purticulicr  do  ccqx  qui  sa 
Buiit  elfVea  eoutro  Uj\,  je  veui  prendre 
ta  protection  et  telloment  dotnpter  lu 
fulie  de  tos  enucmls  et  de  1  EqNignol 
qui  t'oocape  inju^tement  lo  ruyaume 
de  Xavarre.  qu'il  en  B«ra  memoiro  ik 
jamaJji,  et  te  rcDdiuit  victorieux,  je 
mux  Us  retablir  aveo  ma  puiasanoe  re> 
VOL.    III. 
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Mid  the  dieerfol  Beaij,  and  k  ii— inwil  to  be  sen  vhetber 
DsiKmaUtj,  vnity,  legitiiMte  aatliorily,  biilanr,  snd  law 
vosld  be  able  to  nevtnlne  tbe  poveffid  oomfanalioa  of 
oppoug  ekncnte. 

The  long  lad  ben  bcacgiqg  Dranz  end  bed  mede  good 
pwjgw  in  ledndng  the  oo^iorti  of  tiu»  cfty.  Ae  it  wes 
known  tbet  be  wes  expectiDg  eanaidenUe  rMnfofcementB  of 
Eriglifth  ships,  NetherlenderBy  aod  Gerauma^  the  chie6  of  the 
leegoo  ioRied  orderB  from  Pezie  lor  an  tMaik  before  he  sboold 
thus  be  strengthenf^d. 

For  Parma,  iinmllingly'  obeying  the  stringent  camDtandi 
of  hifl  master,  bad  sent  from  FlanderB  eighteen  hondred 
picked  carahy  under  Connt  Philip  Egmont  to  join  tho  army 
of  BlayenoG.  This  force  comprised  five  hundred  Belgian 
heavy  dragoons  under  the  chief  nobles  of  the  land,  together 
with  a  selection,  in  even  proportions,  of  Walloon,  German, 
8{)aoush,  and  Italian  troopers. 

Mayenne  accordingly  crossed  the  Seine  at  Mantes  with  au 
army  of  ten  thousand  foot,  and,  including  Egmont's  contin- 
gf'ut,  alxjut  four  thousand  horse.  A  force  under  Marshal 
d'Aumont,  which  lay  in  Ivry  at  the  passage  of  the  Eure,  feU 
back  on  his  approach  and  joined  the  R*mainder  of  the  king's  i 
army.  The  siego  of  Drcux  was  abandoned,  and  Henry  with-J 
lirew  to  the  neighbourhfwd  of  Nonancoiirt.  It  was  obvioD 
iliut  tho  <luko  meant  to  ofter  battle,  and  it  wiis  rare  that  the' 
king  luidcr  any  circumstances  could  be  induced  to  do«dino  a 
combat" 

On  ilie  night  of  the    12th-l.^th    March,  Henr>'  occuiiie 
Saint  Andre,  a  village  situated  on  an  elevated  and  extcnfiirej 
phiin  finir  leagues  from  Nonancourt,  in  the  direction  of  Ivry,.' 
fringed  on  three  sides  by  villages  and  by  a  wood,  and  coro-l 
nmnding  a  view  of  all    the   approaches   from   the  eom»tryj 
iM'lwecn  tl>e  Seine  and  Kure.     It  would  have  been  better  lii 
Maycnne  l)0cn  beforehand  with  him,  as  the  sequel  proved  j 

13,   trq^j.      PtimUl    tbl 
L-h,    151H),  (Arch.  d«i 
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but  the  duke  was  not  famed  for  tlio  rapidity  of  bis  movements. 
During  the  greater  part  of  the  night,  Henry  was  employed  in 
distributing  his  orders  for  that  conflict  which  was  inevitable 
on  the  followmg  day.  ITis  army  was  drawn  up  according  to 
a  plan  prepared  by  himself,  and  submitted  to  the  most  ex- 
perienced of  his  generals  for  their  approval.  He  then  j>er- 
eonally  visited  every  portion  of  the  encampment,  speaking 
words  of  encouragement  to  his  soldiers,  and  perfecting  his 
arrangements  for  the  coming  conflict.  Attended  by  Marshals 
d'Aumont  and  Eiron  he  remained  on  horseback  dnring  a 
portion  of  the  night,  having  ordered  his  officers  to  their  tents 
and  rLHionnoitred  as  well  as  he  could  the  position  of  tho 
enemy.  Towards  morning  he  retired  to  his  headquarters  at 
Fourainville,  where  he  throw  himself  half-dressed  on  Iiis 
truckle  bed,  and  although  tlie  night  wtis  bitterly  cold,  witli  no 
covering  but  his  cloak.  He  was  startled  from  his  slumber 
before  the  dawn  by  a  movement  of  lights  in  the  enemy's 
Camp,  and  he  sj^rang  to  his  feet  supi»08ing  that  the  duke  was 
stealing  a  march  upon  him  despite  all  his  precautions.  The 
alarm  proved  to  Ije  a  false  one,  but  Henry  lost  no  time  in 
ordering  his  Imttle.  His  cavalry  he  divided  in  seven  troops 
or  squadrons.  The  first,  forming  the  left  wing,  was  a  body  of 
three  hundn*d  under  3Iur8h;d  d'Aumont,  8up|x>rted  by  two 
regiments  of  French  infantry.  Next,  separated  by  a  short 
interval,  was  another  troop  of  three  hundred  under  the  1  >uko 
of  Montpeneier,  suj^jiorted  by  two  other  regiments  of  foot,  ono 
Swiss  and  one  Germiin.  In  fi'out  of  ]\Iontpensier  was  Baron 
Btron  the  younger,  at  the  head  of  still  another  body  of  three 
hundred.  Two  tnxipsof  cuirassiers,  each  four  hundred  strong, 
were  on  Biron's  left,  the  one  commanded  by  the  Grand  Prior 
of  France,  Charles  d'Angouleme,  the  other  by  Monsieur  de 
Givry.  Between  the  Prior  and  Givry  were  six  pieces  of 
heavy  artillery,  while  the  battalia,  formed  of  eight  hundred 
hor>3e  in  six  squadrons,  was  commanded  by  the  king  in  person, 
and  covered  on  both  sides  by  English  and  Swiss  infantry, 
amounting  to  some  four  thoiisfmd  in  all.  The  right  wing  was 
under  the  charge  of  old  Marshal  Biron,  and  comi>ri8ed  three 
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troops  of  horse,  numbering  one  hundred  and  fifty  each,  two 
companies  of  German  riders,  and  four  regiments  of  French 
infantry.     These  numbers,  which  are  probably  given  ^iih  as 
much  ao curacy  as  can  be  obtained,  show  a  force  of  about  three  ^J 
thousand  hoi*se  and  twelve  thousand  foot.  ^M 

The  Duke  of  Jfayennc,  seeing  too  lat«  the  advantage  of 
position  which  he  might  have  easily  secured  the  day  before, 
led  his  army  forth  with  the  early  light,  and  arranged  it  in  an 
order  not  very  diflfereut  from  that  adopted  by  tho  king,  and 
within  cannon-shot  of  his  lines.  The  right  wing  under 
Ifarshal  de  la  Chatre  consisted  of  three  regiments  of  French 
and  one  of  Germans,  supporting  three  regiments  of  8|>anish 
lancers,  two  cornets  of  German  riders  under  tho  Bastard  of ' 
Brunswick,  and  four  himdretl  cuirassiers.  The  battalia,  which 
was  composed  of  six  hundred  splendid  cavalry,  all  noblemen 
of  France,  guarding  the  white  banner  of  the  Holy  League, 
and  supported  by  a  column  of  three  thousand  Swiss  and  two 
thousand  French  infantry,  was  commanded  by  Mayeone  in  i 
jjcrson,  assisted  by  his  half-brother,  the  Duke  of  Nemours. 
In  front  of  the  infantry  was  a  battery  of  six  cannon  and  three 
culverines.  The  left  wing  was  commanded  by  ]Mai"shal  de  Rene, 
with  six  regiments  of  French  and  Lorrainers,  two  thousand 
Germans,  six  hundred  French  cuirassiers,  and  tlie  mounted 
troopers  of  Count  Egmout.  It  is  probable  that  Mayenne'a 
whole  force,  therefore,  amounted  to  nearly  four  thousand 
cavalry  and  at  least  thirteen  thousand  foot."^ 

Very  ditTerent  was  the  respcL'tive  appearance  of  the  twaj 
armies,  so  far,  especially,  as  regarded  the  horsemen  on  both 
sides.  Gay  in  their  gilded  armour  and  waving  plumes, 
with  silken  scarves  across  their  shoulders,  and  the  fluttering 
favours  of  fair  ladies  on  then?  arms  or  in  their  helmcta, 
the  brilliant  champions  of  the  Holy  Catholic  Confederacy 
clustered  around  tlie  chieftains  of  the  great  house  of  Guise, 
impatient  for  the  conflict-.  It  was  like  a  muster  for  a  bril-  I 
liant  and  chivalrous  tournament.     The  Walloon  and  Flemish 


»•  De  Thou,  0»lf>inii.  uhi  rap.    Dondiui,  L  140,  teqq.    Metcreu,  xvL  292. 
Furmu'0  letters  before  cited. 


1500. 


THE  BATTLE  OF  IVRY. 


63 


nobles,  outrivalling  even  the  self-confidence  of  their  com- 
lianioDs  in  arms,  taunted  them  with  their  slowness.  The 
impetuous  Egmont,  turning  to  eclipse  the  fame  of  his  ill- 
fated  father  at  Gravolines  and  St.  Qiiintin  in  the  same  holy 
cause,  urged  on  the  battle  with  unseemly  haste,  loudly  pro- 
chiiming  that  if  the  French  were  faint-hearted  he  would  him- 
self give  a  go<xl  account  of  the  Navarrese  prince  without  any 
assistance  from  them." 

A  cannon-shot  away,  the  grim  puritan  nobles  who  had  como 
forth  from  their  mountain  fastnesses  to  do  battle  for  king  and 
law  and  for  the  rights  of  conscience  against  the  Holy  League 
— men  seasoned  in  a  hundred  battle-fields,  clad  all  in  iron,  with 
no  dainty  ornaments  nor  holiday  luxury  of  warfare — knelt 
on  the  ground,  smiting  theii'  mailed  breasts  with  iron  hands, 
invoking  blessings  on  themselves  and  curses  and  confusion  on 
their  enemies  in  the  coming  conflict,  and  chanting  a  stern 
psalm  of  homage  to  the  God  of  battles  and  of  wrath.  And 
Henry  of  France  and  Navarre,  descendant  of  Lewis  the  Holy 
and  of  Hugh  the  Great,  beloved  chief  of  the  CalvinLit 
cavaliers,  knelt  among  his  heretic  brethren,  and  prayed  and 
chanted  with  them.  But  not  the  staunehest  Huguenot  of 
them  aD,  not  Duplessis,  nor  D'Aubigne,  nor  De  la  None  witli 
the  iron  arm,  was  more  devoted  on  that  day  to  erowTi  and 
country  than  were  such  papist  supporters  of  the  rightful  heir 
as  had  sworn  to  conquer  the  insolent  foreigner  on  tlie  soil  of 
Franc©  or  die. 

^Mien  this  brief  prelude  was  over,  Henry  made  an  address 
to  his  soldiere,  but  iia  language  has  not  been  preserved.  It 
is  known,  however,  that  he  wore  that  day  his  famous  snow- 
while  plume,  and  that  he  ordered  his  soldiers,  should  his 
banner  go  down  in  the  conflict,  to  follow  wherever  and  as 
long  as  tliat  plume  should  be  seen  waving  on  any  part  of  the 
field.  He  had  tiiken  a  position  by  which  his  troo^ws  had  the 
BOB  and  wind  in  their  hicks,  so  that  the  smoko  rolled  toward 
the  enemy  and  the  light  shone  in  their  eyes.  The  combat  began 
with  the  play  of  artillery,  which  soon  became  so  warm  that 
»  De  Thou,  ubi  tup. 
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Egmont,  wliose  cavalry— guflTering  and  galled — soon  Wamo 
)m{>aticiit,  ordered  a  charge.  It  was  a  most  brilliaut  one. 
Tlie  heavy  troopers  of  Flanders  and  IIainanlt»  following  their 
Bpiritetl  chieftain,  dashed  upon  old  Marshal  Biron,  routing 
hig  cavalry,  eliarging  clean  up  to  tlie  Huguenot  guns  an<l 
Faliring  the  cannoneers.  The  shock  was  square,  solid,  irro- 
sistihle,  and  was  followed  up  by  the  German  ridei-s  under  Eric 
of  Brunswick,  who  charged  upon  the  battalia  of  the  royal 
arniy,  where  the  king  commanded  in  person. 

There  was  a  panic.  The  wliole  royal  cavalry  wavered, 
the  sn[>porting  infantry  recoiled,  the  day  seemed  lost  before  the 
battle  was  well  begun.  Yells  of  "  Victory  I  Victory  I  up  with 
the  Holy  League,  down  with  the  heretic  Bdarncse,**  re- 
Komided  tbrough  tlie  Catholic  squadrons.  The  king  aud 
JMurslml  Jiiron,  who  were  near  each  other,  were  furious  with 
rage,  but  already  doubtful  of  the  result.  They  exerted  tiiein- 
selves  to  mlly  the  troops  under  their  immediate  command, 
and  to  reform  the  shattered  ranks.'* 

The  (jerman  riders  and  French  lancers  under  Bnmswick 
and  Ba^sorapierre  had,  however,  not  done  their  work  as 
thorougldy  as  Egmont  had  done.  The  ground  was  so  miry 
and  soft  that  in  the  brief  space  which  separated  the  hostile 
lines  they  had  not  power  to  urge  their  horses  to  full  spe^. 
Throwing  away  their  useless  lances,  they  came  on  at  a  feeble 
canter,  sword  in  hand,  and  were  unable  to  make  a  very 
vigorous  impression  on  the  more  heavily  armed  troopers 
opposed  to  them.  Meeting  with  a  firm  resistance  to  their 
career,  they  wheeled,  faltered  a  little  and  fell  a  short  dis- 
tance back."*      Many  of  the  riders   being  of  the  reformed 


i«  De  Thon,  Dondiui,  Coloma,  Me- 
teivn,  tibt  tiij}. 
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religion,  refused  moreover  to  fire  upon  the  Huguenots,  an(i 
discharged  their  carbines  in  the  air/^ 

The  king,  whose  glance  on  the  battle-field  was  like  inspi- 
ration, saw  the  blot  and  charged  upon  them  in  person  with 
Lis  whole  battalia  of  cavalrj'.     The  veteran  Biron  followed 
hard  npon  the  snow-white  plume.     The  scene  was  changed, 
I      vict4;ry  sncceeded  to  impouding  defeat,  and  the  enemy  was 
■■Outed.     The  riders  and  cuirassiers,  broken  into  a  struggling 
^Hbeap  of  Confusion,  strewed  the  ground  with  their  dead  bodies, 
Hot  carried  dismay  into  the  ranks  of  the  infantry  as  they  strove 
r     to  escape.     Brunswick  went   down   in   the  rntle'e^  mortally 
wounded  as  it  was  believed.    Egmont  renewing  the  charge  at 
^^he  head  of  his  nctorious  Belgian  troopers,  fell  dead  with  a 
■fcausket'ball  through  his  heart.     The  shattered  German  and 
^■Talloon  cavalry,  now  pricked  forward  by  the  lances  of  their 
^Hpmpanions,  under  the  pa-s^sionate  commands  of  Mayenne  and 
^^Lumale,  now  falling  back  before  the  furious  charges  of  the 
Huguenots,  were  completely  overthrown  and  cut  to  pieces. 
I      Seven  times  did  Henrj'  of  Navarre  in  person  lead  his  troopers 
to  the  cliiirge  ;  but  suddenly,  in  the  midst  of  the  din  of  battie 
and  the  cheers  of  victory,  a  message  of  despair  went  from  lip 
to  lip  throughout  the  royal  lines.     The  king  had  disappeared. 
Pie  was  killetl,  and  the  hopes  of  Protestantism  and  of  rranee 
I      were  fallen  for  ever  with  him.     The  white  standard  of  big 
battalia  had  been  seen  floating  wildly  and  purposelessly  over 
tlic  Held ;  for  his  bannermau,  Pot  de  Rhodes,  a  young  noble  of 
I      Dauphiny,  wounded  mortally  in  the  head,  with  blood  streaming 
over  his  face  and  lilindiiig  his  sight,  was  utterly  unable  to 
iQtrol  Ids  horae,  who  gallojipod  hither  and  thither  at  his 
iwn   caprice,   misleatling  many   troo]>ers  who    followed  in 
erratic  career.     A  cavalier,  armed  in  proof,  and  wearing 
;e  famous  snow-white  plume,  after  a  hand-to-hand  struggle 
ith  a  veteran  of  Count  Bossu's  regiment,  was  scon  to  fall 
dead  by  the  side  of  the  bannerman.     The  Fleming,  not  used 
boast,  loudly  iisscrted  that  he  had  slain  the  Boarnese,  and 
le  news  spread  rapidly  over  the  battle-field.    The  defeated 
1'  Sully,  ubi  sup. 


THE  UNITED  NETHERLANDS.        Chap.  XXTTI. 


Confederates  gaincJ  new  courage,  the  victorious  Royalists 
were  beginning  to  waver,  wlien  suddenly,  between  the  hostile 
lines,  in  the  very  midst  of  the  battle,  the  king  gallopped 
furwanl,  bareheaded,  covered  with  blood  and  duat,  bat  entirely 
unhurt.  A  wild  shout  of  *'  Vive  U  Roir  rang  through  the 
air.  Cheerful  m  ever,  he  addressed  a  few  encouraging  words 
to  his  soldiers,  with  u  smiling  face,  and  again  led  a  charge. 
It  was  all  that  was  necessary  to  complete  the  victory.  The 
enemy  broke  and  rau  away  on  every  aide  in  wildest  confusion^ 
followed  by  the  royalist  cavalry,  who  sabred  them  as  they 
fled.  The  panic  gained  the  foot-soldiers,  who  should  have 
supported  the  cavalry,  but  had  not  been  at  all  engaged  in 
the  action.  The  French  infantry  threw  away  their  arms  as 
thoy  rushed  from  the  field  and  sought  refuge  in  the  woods. 
The  Walloons  were  so  expeditious  in  the  race,  that  they  never 
stopped  till  they  gained  their  own  frontier.'^  The  day  was 
hopelessly  lost,  and  although  Mayenne  had  conducted  himself 
well  m  the  early  part  of  the  day,  it  was  certain  that  he  was 
excelled  by  none  in  the  celerity  of  his  flight  when  the  rout 
had  fairly  begun.  Pausing  to  draw  breath  as  he  gained  the 
wood,  he  was  seen  to  deal  blows  with  his  own  sword  among 
the  mob  of  fugitives,  not  that  he  might  rally  them  U>  their 
flag  and  drive  tbem  back  to  another  encounter,  bat  because 
they  eucumbered  his  own  retreat.'* 

The  Walloon  carbineers,  the  German  riders,  and  the  French 
lancei's,  disputing  as  to  the  relative  blame  to  be  attached  to 
each  corps,  began  shooting  and  sabring  each  other,  almost 
before  they  were  out  of  the  enemy*a  sight  Many  were  thus 
kilk'd.  The  lansquenets  were  all  put  to  the  sword.  The  Swiss 
infantry  were  allowed  to  depart  to  their  own  country  on 
pledging  themselves  not  again  to  bear  arms  against  Henry  IV. 


I 
I 


'^  Lyly'fl  k'tter  before  cited.  Com- 
part3  Uoloiuu,  Dondinl,  du  Tkou,  Mo- 
turc'D,  ubi  nap, 

**  Dcuortms  chroniolcrii  like  Don- 
dini  (i.  143)  und  others,  rcprt^diiait  the 
duke  ria  vi'i^njnjujjy  rUfying  und  re- 
buking tbe  riigitJVL'H  :  but,  tuys  honest 
Wiliiiuu  Lyly,   leliing  whut  he  saw : 


••  The  enomy  thiiA  ran  Jiwuy,  Mayenne 
lo  Ivty.  wluro  thu  WtdJootu  and 
HeikTH  fuUowed  ao  ftu^t,  that  Uiuro 
Htaudin^,  hiutiu^  to  dtaw  breath,  und 
not  able  tcj  vpcak.  be  wns  coiu»tiuiti«xl 
to  draw  Im  Hword  to  Ntrike  the  Hwt* 
to  nuike  pluoe  for  hi«  own  lliglit." 
(MS.  loiter  before  cited.) 
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It  is  probable  that  eight  hundred  of  the  leaguers  were  either 
killed  on  the  battle-field  or  drowned  in  the  swollen  river  in 
their  retreat.  About  one-fourth  of  that  immbtT  fell  in  the 
anuy  of  the  king.  It  is  certain  that  of  the  contingent  from 
the  obedient  Netherlands,  two  hundred  and  seventy,  including 
their  distinguished  general,  lost  their  lives.^'  The  Bustard  of 
Brunswick,  crawling  from  beneath  a  heap  of  slain,  escaped 
with  life;^  Mayeune  lost  all  his  standards  and  all  the 
baggage  of  his  army,  wliile  the  army  itself  was  for  a  time 
liopeleady  diasolved.'^ 

Few  cavalrj'  actions  have  attained  a  wider  celebrity  in 
hiijtory  than  the  fight  of  Ivry.  Yet  there  have  been  many 
hard-fought  battles,  where  the  struggle  was  fiercer  and 
closer,  where  the  issue  was  for  a  longer  time  doubtful, 
where  far  more  lives  on  either  side  were  lost,  where  the  fiual 
victory  was  immediately  productive  of  ver}-  much  greater 
results,  and  which,  nevertheless,  have  sunk  into  hopeless  ob- 
linon.  The  personal  details  which  remain  concerning  the  part 
enacted  by  the  adventurous  king  at  this  most  critical  jteriixl 
of  his  career,  the  romantic  interest  which  niust  always  gather 
about  that  ready-witted,  ready-s worded  Gascon,  at  the  moment 
when,  to  coutemporai'iea,  the  result  of  all  his  struggles  seemed 
so  hopeless  or  at  best  so  doubtful ;  above  all,  the  numerous 
royal  and  princely  names  which  embellished  the  roll-call  of 
tliat  famous  passage  of  arms,  and  which  were  supposed,  in 
th«»se  days  at  least,  to  add  such  lustre  to  a  biittle-lield,  as 
humbler  names,  however  illustiious  by  valour  or  virtue,  coidd 
never  bestow,  have  made  this  combat  for  ever  famous. 

YTet  it  is  certain  that  the  most  healthy  moral,  in  military 
affairs,  to  be  derived  from  the  event,  is  that  the  im|x>rtanco 
of  a  victory  depends  less  upon  itself  tlian  on  the  use  to  be 
made  of  it.  Mayenne  fled  to  Mantes,  the  Duke  of  Nemours 
to  Chartres,  other  leaders  of  the  League  in  various  directions. 
Mayemie   told  every  body  he  met  that  the  Bearnese  was 

Ooloma 


"  Do  Tbou  fays  cigbt  btm*lred. 
Doitdim  four  liun<lr(r<(,  but  FurnoM<  in 
hb  littvt  to  the  kiug  says  two  liuu- 
dicil  iiuti  itevccity. 


^  So  says  Dundiui,  i.  149. 
isaVH  he  WMB  kilicil. 

-'  l>»H*luit,  Dti  Tbuu,  OjIotjui,  Me- 
Ivtau,  I'aimaa  lettcru,  Lyty's  letter. 
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killed,  and  that  although  his  own  army  was  defeated,  he 
Bhould  soon  have  another  ouo  on  foot.  The  same  intelli- 
gence was  communicated  to  the  Duke  of  Parma,  and  by  him 
t«  Pliilip,  Mendoaa  and  the  other  Spaniali  agents  went 
ahout  Paris  spreading  the  news  of  Henry's  death,  hut  the 
fact  aceraed  woefully  to  lack  confirmation,  while  the  proofs 
of  the  utter  overthrow  and  Hhameftd  defeat  of  tlie  Leaguers 
were  visible  on  every  side.  The  Parisians — many  of  whom 
the  year  before  had  in  vain  hired  windows  in  tlie  principal 
streets,  in  order  to  witness  the  i^roraised  entrance  of  the 
Beamese,  bomid  hand  and  foot,  and  with  a  gag  in  his  mouth,''** 
to  8ii\ell  the  triiHuph  of  Madam  League — were  incredulous 
as  to  the  death  now  reported  to  them  of  this  very  lively 
heretic,  by  those  who  had  lied  so  ignominiously  from  his 
troopers. 

Do  la  Noue  aud  the  other  Huguenot  chieftains  eameetly 
urged  upon  Henry  the  importance  of  advancing  upon  Paris 
without  an  instant's  delay,  and  it  seems  at  least  extremely 
probable  that,  had  he  done  so,  tlie  capital  would  have  fallen 
at  once  into  his  hands.  It  is  the  concurrent  testimony  of  I 
eontemjioraries  that  the  panic,  the  destitution,  the  confusion 
woultl  have  made  resistance  impossible  had  a  deter- 
mined onslauglit  been  made.^  Aud  Henry  had  a  couple 
of  thousand  horsemen,  flushed  with  victory,  and  a  dozen 
thousand  foot  who  had  been  compelled  to  look  upon  a 
triumph  in  which  they  had  no  ojtpoil  unity  of  sharing. 
Success  and  emulation  would  have  easily  triumphed  over 
dissension  and  despair. 

But  the  king,   yiLdtliiig  to  the   councils  of  Biron    and     ii 
other  catholics,  declined  attacking  the  capital,  and  preferred  ^M 
waiting    the    slow,    and    in    his    circumstances     eminently  ^ 
liaz;irdou3,  operations  of  a  regular  siege.     Was  it  the  fear  of 
giving  a  signal  triumph  to  the  cause  of  protestantism  that 
caused  the  Huguenot  leader — so  soon  to  become  a  renegade 
— to  pause  in  his  career?     Was  it  anxiety  lest  his  victorious   _ 

»  ITEOnUe  Beg.  Jonnuil  de  Henri  IV.  p.  6. 

•  Doadini,  GoIomA,  ubi  tup,    ComiMirc  D©  Thou,  Mctercu,  Sully,  H  muU,  aL 
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entrance  into  Paris  miglit  undo  tho  diplomacy  of  his  catliolic 
fenvoys  at  Rome  ?  or  was  it  simply  tlie  mutinous  condition  of 
his  army,  especially  of  the  Swiss  mercenaries,  who  refused  to 
wlvance  a  step  unless  tlieir  arrears  of  pay  were  at  once 
furnished  them  out  of  the  utterly  empty  exchequer  of  the 
long  ?^  Whatever  may  have  been  the  cause  of  the  delay, 
it  is  certain  that  the  golden  fruit  of  victory  was  not  plucked, 
and  that  although  the  confederate  army  had  rapidly  dis- 
solved, in  consequence  of  their  defeat,  the  lung's  own  forces 
manifested  as  little  cohesion. 

And  now  began  that  slow  and  painful  siege,  the  details  of 
which  are  as  terrible,  but  as  universidly  known,  as  those  of  any 
chaptei*s  in  the  blood-stained  kistoiy  of  the  century.  Henry 
seized  upon  the  towns  guarding  the  rivei"s  Seine  and  Marne, 
twin  nurses  of  Paris.  By  controlling  the  course  of  those 
streams  as  well  as  that  of  the  Youne  and  Oise — especially 
by  taking  firm  possession  of  Lagny  on  the  Mame,  whence  a 
bridge  led  from  the  Isle  of  France  to  tlie  Brio  country — 
great  thoroughfare  of  wine  and  com — and  of  Corboil  at  tho 
junction  of  the  little  river  Essoune  with  the  Seine — it  was 
easy  in  that  age  to  stop  tho  vital  circulation  of  the  imj>erial 
city. 

By  midsummer,  Paris,  unquestionably  the  first  city  of 
Europe  at  tltat  day,*  was  in  extremities,  and  there  are  few 
events  in  history  in  which  our  admiration  is  more  excittBd 
by  the  power  of  mankind  to  endure  almost  preternatural 
misery,  or  our  indignation  more  deeply  aroused  by  the 
cruelty  with  which  the  snblimest  principles  of  human  nature 
may  be  made  to  serve  the  pur|H>fies  of  selfish  ambition  and 
grovelling  supei-stition,  than  this  famous  leaguer. 

IJarely  have  men  at  any  ejKtch  defended  their  fatherland 
against  foreign  oj)pre8sion  with  more  heroism  than  that  which 
was  manifested  by  the  Parisians  of  1590  in  resisting  religious 
toleration,  and  in  obeying  a  foreign  and  priestly  desjiotism. 
Men,  women,  and  chiklren  cheerfidly  laid  down  their  lives  by 


*  M^'nw^iiiv*  do  SiiUy.  lib.  iv.  177,  eeqq. 

»  *•  Aquclla  viutii  tiudntl,  aiu  Jisputa  la  mayor  de  Europft," Bftya  Colooia,  iii  45. 


(iO 


THE  UNITED  NETHERLANDS.        Chap.  XXIU,  ' 


tliousanda  in  order  that  the  papal  legate  and  the  king  of  Spain 
might  traitiple  upon  that  legitimate  sovereign  of  France  who  ^M 
was  one  day  to  become  the  idol  of  Paris  and  of  the  whole  ^1 
kingdom. 

A  census  taken  at  the  beginning  of  the  siege  luid  showed 
a  popuhition  of  two  hundred  thousand  souls,  with  a  sufficiency 
of  provisions,  it  was  thought,  to  last  one  mouth,^  But  befono 
the  terrible  summer  was  over — so  completely  had  the  city 
been  invested — the  bushel  of  wheat  was  worth  three  hundred 
and  sixty  crowns,  rye  and  oats  being  but  little  cheaper.*^ 
Indeed,  grain  might  as  well  have  cost  three  thousand  crowna 
the  bushel,  fur  the  prices  recorded  placed  it  beyond  the 
reach  of  all  but  the  extremely  wealthy.  The  flesh  of  horses, 
asses,  dtfgs,  cats,  rats  had  become  rare  luxuries.  There 
x\as  nothing  cheap,  said  a  citizen  bitterly,  but  sermons." 
And  the  priests  and  monks  of  every  ordi^r  went  daily  al>out 
the  streets,  j»reaching  fortitude  in  that  great  resistance  to 
heresy,  by  which  Paris  was  earning  for  itself  a  crown  of  glor}', 
and  promising  the  most  direct  passage  to  jtaradise  for  the 
souls  of  the  wretched  victims  who  fell  daily,  starved  to  death, 
upon  the  pavements.  And  the  monks  and  priesta  did  their 
work  nubly,  aiding  the  general  resolution  by  the  example  of 
their  own  courage.  Better  fed  than  their  fellow  citizens, 
they  did  military  work  in  trench,  guard-house  and  ramjiort, 
as  the  population  became  rapidly  imfit,  from  physical 
exhaustion,  for  the  defence  of  the  city. 

The  young  Duke  of  Nemours,  governor  of  the  place, 
miuufcsted  as  much  resolution  and  conduct  in  bringing  his 
countrymen  to  perdition  as  if  the  work  in  which  he  was 
engaged  had  been  the  highest  and  holiest  that  ever  tasked 
human  energies.  He  w*a8  sustained  in  his  task  by  that 
proud  princess,  his  own  and  Mayenne's  mother,  by  Madame 
Moutjfcnsier,  by  the  resident  triumvirate  of  Spain,  Meudoza, 


»  I»e  Thou,  t.  xi  lib.  97.  1G2. 

^  Bor.  111.  xviii.  535. 

■■»  L'i<:»toile,  23— "Tout  cc  qui 
c«tf<it  Uin  niurclie  u  Poriu  etuierit  le» 
Bcniioiu  uu  on  rtiJuLtaoit  lo  puuvTo 
muudu  alTami  dc  vent,  c'ent  a  dim  dc 


laentoiies  .  .  .  pcrsuiidaut  qa'U  viUoit 
mioux  tuer  sea  propres  eufouts,  n'ajant 
dc  quoi  leur  dooDtf  k  manger,  que  d<» 
recevoir  et  reconnoitre  on  tuj  hitv- 
ticque,"  &o. 
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Commander  Jloroo,  and  John  Baptist  Tassis,  by  the  cardinal 
legate  Gaetano,  and,  more  tban  all,  by  the  sixteen  chiefo  of 
the  wards,  those  municipal  tyrants  of  the  unhappy  popu- 
lace.® 

Pope  Sixtus  himselt  was  by  no  means  eager  for* the  success 
of  the  League.  After  the  battle  of  Ivry,  he  had  most  seriously 
incUued  his  ear  to  tho  representations  of  Henry's  envoy, 
and  showed  much  williogiiess  to  admit  the  victorious  heretic 
once  more  into  the  bosom  of  the  Church.  Sixtus  was  not 
desirous  of  contributing  to  the  advancement  of  Pliilip's  power. 
lie  feared  his  designs  on  Italy,  being  himself  most  anxious 
at  tliat  time  to  annex  Naples  to  the  holy  see.  He  had 
amassed  a  large  treasure,  but  he  liked  best  to  spend  it  in 
splendid  architecture,  in  noble  fountains,  in  magnificent  col- 
lections of  art,  science,  and  literature,  and,  above  all,  in  build- 
ing up  fortunes  for  the  children  of  his  sister  the  washer- 
woman, and  in  allying  them  all  to  tho  most  princely  houses 
of  Italy,  while  never  allowing  them  even  to  mention  the 
name  of  their  father,  so  base  was  his  degree ;  bnt  ho  cared 
not  to  disburse  from  Ids  hoai-ded  dollars  to  supply  the  neces- 
sities of  the  League.*' 

But  Gaetano,  although  he  could  wring  but  fifty  thousand 
crowns  from  his  Holiness  after  the  fatal  fight  of  Ivry,  to  further 
the  good  cause,  was  lavish  in  expenditures  from  liis  own  purso 
and  from  other  sources,  and  this  too  at  a  time  when  thirty-three 
per  cent,  interest  was  paid  to  the  usurers  of  Antwerp  for  one 
mouth's  loan  of  ready  money."*'  He  was  indefatigable,  too, 
and  moat  successful  in  his  exhortations  and  ghostly  consola- 
tions to  the  people.  Those  proud  priests  and  great  nobles 
were  playing  a  reckless  game,  and  the  hopes  of  manldud 
beyond  tho  grave  were  the  counters  on  their  table.  For 
themselves  there  were  rich  prizes  for  the  winning.  Should 
they  succeed  in  dismembering  the  fair  land  where  they  were 
(.'uucting  theii-  fantastic  parts,  there  wero  temporal  princi- 
palities, great  provinces,  petty  sovereignties,  to  be  carved  out 


L'Eatoile,  "Hi,  nem.    De  Thou,  uhi  tup.,  102,  tcqq.     Vk>t,  vhi  tup. 
*  Dc  Thou,  lib.  97.  »*  Mctereu,  xvi.  2J>3. 
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of  the  lieritage  which  the  Bciimese  claimed  for  liis  own.  Obvi- 
ously thou,  their  cionsciences  could  never  permit  this  shameless 
heretic,  by  a  simulated  conversion  at  the  critical  moment,  to 
block  their  game  and  restore  the  national  miity  and  lawg. 
iVnd  even  should  it  be  necessary  to  give  the  whole  kingdom, 
instead  of  the  mem  duchy  of  Brittany,  to  Philip  of  Spain, 
still  there  were  mjglity  guerdons  to  be  bestowed  on  his  sup- 
pcfrtera  before  the  foreign  monarch  could  seat  himself  on  the 
throne  of  Henry's  ancestors. 

As  to  the  people  who  were  fighting,  starving,  dying  by  , 
thousands  in  this  great  cause,  there  were  eternal  rewards  in 
another  world  profusely  promised  for  their  heroism  instead 
(»f  the  more  substantial  bread  and  beef  for  lack  of  which 
they  were  laying  down  their  lives. 

It  was  estimated  that  before  July  twelve  thousand  hnraan 
beings  in  Paris  had  died,  for  want  of  food,  within  three  months. 
But  i\s  there  were  no  signs  of  the  promised  relief  by  the  army 
of  Parma  and  Mayenne,  and  as  the  starving  people  at  times 
appeared  faint-hearted,  their  courage  was  strengthened  one 
day  by  a  stirring  exhibition. 

An  astonishing  procession  marched  through  the  streets  of ' 
the  city,  led  by  the  Bishop  of  Senlis  and  the  Prior  of  Clwrl- 
reux,  each  liwlding  a  lialbrrd  in  one  Imnd  and  a  crucifix  in  the 
other,  and  graced  by  the  presence  of  the  cardimri-legate,  and 
of  many  prelates  from  Italy.  A  lame  monk,  adroitly  maiu« 
pulating  the  stafl'  of  a  dniiii  major,  went  hopping  and  limping 
beibre  them,  much  to  the  amazement  of  the  crowd.  Then 
crame  a  long  file  of  monks — Capuchins,  Bernardists,  Minimes, 
I^ranciscans,  Jacobins,  Carmelites,  and  other  orders — each 
with  his  cowl  thrown  back,  liis  long  robes  trussed  np,  a  helmet 
on  his  head,  a  cuirass  on  his  breast,  and  a  halberd  in  hi« 
hand.  The  elder  ones  marched  first,  grinding  their  teeth, 
rolling  their  eyes,  and  making  other  ferocious  demonstraticmB. 
Then  came  tlie  yoimger  friars,  similarly  attired,  all  armed 
with  arquebusses,  which  they  occasionally  and  accidentally 
discharged  to  the  disad\antuge  of  the  spectature,  sevend  of 
whom  were  killed  or  wounded  on  the  spot.    Among  others  a 
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servant  of  Cardinal  Gaetano  was  thus  slain,  and  the  event 
caused  mnch  commotion,  until  the  cardinal  proclaimed  that 
a  man  thus  killed  in  so  holy  a  cause  had  gone  straight  to 
heaven  and  had  taken  his  place  among  the  just.  It  was  ira- 
IKJssihle,  thus  argued  the  people  in  tlieir  simplicity,  that  so 
wise  and  virtuous  a  man  as  the  cardinal  should  not  know 
what  was  best 

The  procession  marched  to  the  church  of  our  Lady  of 
lioretto,  where  they  solemnly  promised  to  the  blessed  Virgin 
a  lamp  and  a  ship  of  gold — should  she  be  willing  to  use  her 
influence  in  behalf  of  the  sufforiug  city — to  be  placed  on  her 
shrine  as  soon  as  the  siege  should  be  raised." 

But  these  demonstrations,  however  cheering  to  the  souls, 
had  comparatively  little  eflect  upon  the  botlies  of  the  sufferers. 
It  was  impossible  to  walk  through  the  streets  of  Paris  without 
fltmnbling  over  the  dead  lM)dies  of  the  citizens.  Trustworthy 
eye-witnesses  of  tliose  dreadful  days  have  placed  the  number 
of  the  dead  during  the  sumn\er  at  thirty  thousand.'^  A  tu- 
multuous assemblage  of  the  starving  and  the  forlorn  nisheil 
at  last  to  the  municipal  palace,  demanding  peace  or  bread. 
The  rebels  were  soon  thspersed  however  by  a  charge,  headed 
by  the  Chevalier  d'Aumale,  and  assisted  by  the  chiefs  of  the 
wards,  and  so  soon  as  the  riot  was  quelli^j  its  ringleader,  a 
leading  advocate,  ilenaud  by  name,  was  hanj^ed.^' 

Still,  but  for  the  energy  of  the  priests,  it  is  doubtful 
whether  the  city  could  have  been  held  by  the  Confederacy. 
The  Duke  of  Xemours  confessed  that  there  were  occasions 
when  they  never  would  have  been  able  to  sustain  a  deter- 
mined onslaught,  and  they  were  daily  expecting  to  see  the 
Prince  of  Bcarne  battering  triumphantly  at  their  gates. 
But  the  eloquence  of  the  preachers,  especially  of  the  one- 
eyed  father  Boucher,  sustained  the  fainting  spirits  of  the 
people,  and  consoled  the  sufferers  in  their  dying  agonies  by 
glimpses  of  pararhso.  Sublime  was  that  devotion,  super- 
human that  craft,  but  it  is  only  by  weapons  from  the  armoury 

*=••  IX'  Thou,  L  xi.  lib.  97.  p.  IGl.    Ilerrera.  P.  iii.  lib.  v.  cL  210. 

»  L'E«toUe,  p.  25.    ^errera  Buys  50,000,  loc  oil.     "  De  Thoa,  vbi  mp.  177. 
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of  the  Unseen  that  human  creatures  can  long  confront  eucli 
horrors  in  a  wicked  cause.     Superstition,  in  those  days  at 
least,  was  a  political  force  absolutely  without  limitation,  and 
most  adruitly  did  the  agents  of  Spain  and  Kome  handle  its 
tremeudous    enginry    against    uidmppy    France.      For  the 
hideous  details  of  tlie  most  dreadful  sieges  recorded  in  ancient 
or   mod(TU    times   were   now    reproduced   in   Paris.     Not  a 
revolutionary  circumstance,  at  which  the  world  had  shudderi'd 
in  the  accomits  of  the  siege  of  Jerusalem,  was  spared.     Men 
devoured  such  dead  vermin  as  could  be  found  lying  in  the 
streets.     Tliey  crowded  greedily  around  stidls  in  the  public 
squares  where  the  skin,  bones,  and  offal  of  such  dogs,  cats 
and  unclean  beasts  as  still  remained  for  the  consumption  of 
the  wealthier  classes  were  sold  to  the  populace.     Over  tlie  ^ 
doorways  of  these  flesh  markets  might  be  re^ad  "  Haec  sunt  H 
munera  pro  iis  qui  vitam  pro  Fkilippo  profuderunt."^    Men  ^ 
stood  in  archways   and  imrrow  passages   lying  in  wait  for 
whatever  stray  dogs  still  remained  at  large,  noosed  them, , 
strangled  them,  and  like  savage  beasts  of  prey  tore  them  to  - 
pieces  and   devoiu'cd  them  alive.^    And  it  sometimes  hap-  ] 
pened,  too,  that  the  equally  hungry  dog  proved  the  moro  ' 
successful  in  the  foul  encounter,  and   fed  upon  the  man, 
A    lady  visiting  the  Duchess  of  Nemours — called   for  tlio  | 
high  pretensions  of  her  sons  by  her  two  marriages  the  qneen- 
mother — complained  bitterly  that  mothers  in  Paris  had  been 
comi)elled  to  kill  their  own  children  outright  to  save  them 
from  starving  to  death  in  lingering  agony.      **  And  if  you 
are  brought  to  that  extremity ,**  replied  the  duchess,  **  as  for 
the  sake  of  our  holy  religion  to  be  forced  to  kill  your  own 
cliildren,  do  you  think   that  so  great  a  matter   tifter   all? 
What  are  your  children  made  of  more  than  other  j^eople'sj 
children?     What  are  we  all  but  dirt  and  dust?"''     SncU 
was  the  consolation  administered  by  the  mother  of  the  man 
who  governed  Paris,  and  defended  its  gates  againgt  its  lawfid 
sovereign  at  the  command  of  a  foreigner ;  wliile  the  priests  iii^ 

*  Ll'stojlis  27.    "  Do  c«  quej^ris, '  acldis  thf,>  joumuliat,  "  mca  ymx  ont  tpu 
uoe  bouiio  purtie."  ••  DeTliuu,  ubi  sup.  177.  ^  L'Et^toiie.  2l>. 
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tlieir  turn  persuaded  the  populace  that  it  was  far  more 
righteous  to  kill  their  own  children,  if  they  had  no  food  to 
give  them,  than  to  obtain  food  by  recognizing  a  hergtic 
king.* 

It  was  related  too,  and  believed,  that  in  som^  instances 
mothers  had  salted  the  bodies  of  their  dead  children  and  fed 
upon  them,  day  by  day,  until  the  hideous  repast  would  no 
longer  support  their  ovtd  life.  They  died,  and  the  Be<?ret  was 
revealed  by  servants  who  had  partaken  of  the  food.**  The 
Spanish  ambassador,  MendoZii,  advised  recourse  t<»  an  article 
of  diet  which  had  been  used  in  some  of  the  oriental  sieges. 
The  counsel  at  first  was  rejected  as  coming  from  the  agent  of 
Spain,  who  wished  at  all  liazards  to  save  the  capital  of  France 
from  fiiUing  out  of  the  hands  of  his  master  into  those  of  tlie 
heretic  But  dire  necessity  prevailed,  and  the  bones  of  the 
dead  were  taken  in  considerable  quantities  from  the  cemeteries, 
ground  into  flour,  baked  into  bread,  and  consumed.  It  was 
called  Madame  Montpensier*s  cake,  because  the  duchess 
earnestly  proclaimed  its  merits  to  the  jioor  Parisians.  "  She 
was  never  known  to  taste  it  herself,  however,"  bitterly  observed 
one  who  lived  in  Paris  through  that  horrible  summer.  She 
was  right  to  abstain,  for  all  who  ate  of  it  died,  and  the  Mont- 
pensier  flour  fell  into  disuse.**' 

Lansquenets  and  other  soldiers,  mad  with  hunger  and  rage, 
when  they  could  no  longer  find  dogs  to  feed  on,  chased 
children  through  the  streets,  and  were  known  in  several 
instances  to  kill  and  devour  them  on  the  spot.*^  To  those 
expresmng  horror  at  the  perpetmtion  of  such  a  crime,  a 
leading  personage,  member  of  the  C?ouncil  of  Nine,  maintained 
that  there  was  less  danger  to  one's  soul  in  satisfying  one^s 
hunger  with  a  dead  child,  in  case  of  necessity,  than  in  recog- 
nizing the  heretic  B^arnese,  and  he  added  that  all  the  best 
,  tbeologiaps  and  doctors  of  Paris  were  of  his  opinion." 


L  EstoH^,  23.  »  IbicL  25. 

«»  Ihiil.     De  Tlion.  ii6i  tup.  177. 
•«  LEtttoile,  30. 
'  Ibid.    "  LHnaqucoeU,  gens  tie  ani 
ct   inhuuuuDa,  mouruns  de 
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male  rage  ct  faim,  commenc^rent  Ik 
choMcr  uux  eufaiui  couune  aux  chiens, 
ct  en  maugerent  troia,  dem  k  I'htwtel 
Saint  Duuia  et  un  k  Ihotd  dv  Pa- 
luiaeau,  et  fut  coeqiiilb  ce  cruel  ct  bar- 
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As  the  sammer  wore  on  to  its  close,  through  all  these 
horrors,  and  as  there  were  still  no  signs  of  Mayenne  and  Panna 
leading  their  armies  to  the  relief  of  the  city,  it  became 
necessary  to  deceive  the  people  by  a  show  of  negotiation 
with  the  beleaguering  army.  Accordingly,  the  Spiinish  am- 
bassador, the  legate,  and  the  otber  chiefs  of  the  Holy  League 
appointed  a  deputation,  consisting  of  the  Cardinal  Gondy,  the 
Archbishop  of  Lyons,  and  the  Abbe.d'Elbene,  to  Henry.**  It 
floon  became  evident  to  the  king,  however,  that  these  commiih 
sioners  were  but  trifling  with  him  in  order  to  amuse  the 
populace.  His  attitude  was  dignified  and  determined  through- 
out the  interview.  The  place  appointed  was  St  Anthony** 
Abbey,  before  the  gates  of  Paris.  Henry  wore  a  cloak  and 
the  order  of  the  Holy  Ghost,  and  was  surroundcni  by  his 
council,  the  princes  of  the  blood,  and  by  more  than  four 
hundred  of  the  chief  gentlemen  of  liis  army.  After  paaaiDg 
the  barricade,  the  deputies  were  received  by  old  Marahd 
Biron,  and  conducted  by  liim  to  the  king's  chamber  of  staUk 
When  they  had  made  their  salutations,  the  king  led  the  way 
to  an  inner  cabinet,  but  his  progress  was  much  impeded  by 
the  crowding  of  the  nobles  about  him.  Wishing  to  excuse 
this  apparent  rudeness,  he  said  to  the  envoys :  "  Gentlemen, 
these  men  thrust  me  on  as  fast  to  the  battle  against  the 
foreigner  as  they  now  do  to  my  cabinet.  Therefore  bear  with 
them."  Then  turning  to  the  crowd,  he  said :  *'  Boom,  gentle- 
men, for  the  love  of  me,"  upon  wliich  they  all  retired.** 

The  deputie^s  then  stated  that  they  had  been  sent  by  lb© 
authorities  of  Paris  to  consult  as  to  the  means  of  obtainiiig  a 
general  peace  in  France.     They  expressed  the  hope  that  the 

buro  acte  (Lins  renoeinte  dcs  mumillefl 
de  Paris,  tant  1  ire  de  Dieu  estoit  em- 
bius^  uir  noa  te«tea.  C«  qui  totiaiit 
du  coromenoement  pour  uiic  fnhlo  |>our 
ce  que  me  aemliluit  que  hoc  trai 
atroriu*  vent,  j'ui  trouve  dupuia  que 
c't'«|jiit  vcrite,  (xjnft'ase  t?t  U;innign6  pur 
!<•«  propria  boucbca  dcs  lanaqueneto. 
De  m<ii  j'ai  nnV  tonir  op«fte  propoaitimi  k 
uu  ii^RUiil  rntltoliquo  de  raria  qui 
ratoit  du  CtiiiHci]  dc«  Nenf  qn'il  T 
nroit  tuoiua  du  di»uger  do  a'aoootuudor 


d  un  enfiitit  mort  en  telle  neooaii^faB 
d»  recoDunitre  le  BeDnuua,  Mini 
heru'licquo  oomme  il  estoit,  et  me  da 
0oti  opinioa  estoient  toaa  lea  moiUMna 
ttidologiuiu  et  docteun  de  Py«iA." 
Coinpuro  Aretcron^  ivi.  29;i,  who  »»• 
luti-H  tiiiit  eighteen  children  wexo  aid 
to  littve  bueu  aiten. 

«  De  Thno,  vhi  mp. 

**    W.     Lyly    to    kit     E.     SteflM 
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Idng'a  disposition  was  fayourable  to  this  end,  and  that  fie 
would  likewise  permit  them  to  confer  with  the  Duke  of 
Mayenne.  This  manner  of  addressing  him  excited  his  choler. 
lie  told  Cardinal  Gondy,  who  was  spokesman  of  the  deputa- 
tion, that  he  had  long  since  answered  such  propositions.  He 
alone  could  deal  with  his  subjects.  lie  was  like  the  woman 
before  Solomon ;  he  would  have  all  the  child  or  none  of  it.*^ 
Rather  than  dismember  his  kingdom  he  would  lose  the  whole. 
He  asked  them  what  they  considered  him  to  be.  They  answered 
that  they  knew  his  rights,  but  that  the  Parisians  liad  different 
opinions.  K  Paris  would  only  acknowledge  him  to  be  king 
there  could  be  no  more  question  of  war.  He  asked  them  if 
they  desired  the  King  of  Spain  or  the  Duke  of  Mayenne  for 
their  king,  and  bade  them  look  well  to  themselves.  The 
King  of  Spain  coiUd  not  help  them,  for  he  had  too  much 
business  on  hand ;  while  Mayenne  had  neither  means  nor 
courage,  having  been  within  three  leagues  of  them  for 
three  weeks  doing  nothing.  Neither  king  nor  duke  should 
have  that  which  belonged  to  him,  of  that  they  might  be 
assured.^  He  told  them  he  loved  Paris  as  his  capital,  as  his 
eldest  daughter.  If  the  Parisians  wished  to  see  the  end  of  their 
miseries  it  was  to  him  they  should  appeal,  not  to  the  Spaniard 
nor  to  the  Duke  of  Mayenne.  By  the  grace  of  God  and  the 
swords  of  his  brave  gentlemen  he  would  prevent  the  J\ing  of 
Spain  from  making  a  colony  of  France  as  he  had  done  of 
Brazil.  He  told  the  commissioners  that  they  ought  to  die  of 
shame  that  they,  bom  Frenchmen,  should  have  so  forgotten 
their  love  of  country  and  of  liberty  as  thus  to  bow  the  head 
to  the  Spanianl,  and — while  famine  was  carrying  off  tliousands 
of  their  countrymen  before  their  eyes — to  be  so  cowardly  as 
not  to  utter  one  word  for  the  public  welfare  from  fear  of 
offending  Cardinal  (Jaetano,  Mendoza,  and  Moreo,"  He  said 
that  he  longed  for  a  combat  to  decide  the  issue,  and  that  he 
had  charged  Count  de  Brissac  to  tell  3Iayenne  that  he  would 
[give  a  finger  of  his  right  hand  for  a  battle,  and  two  for  a 


«*  W.    Lyiy    to   8ir    E.    etaffon!, 
»i^,  15»0.    <,8.  P.  Oific©  MS.) 
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general  peace.**  He  knew  and  pitied  the  sufferings  of  Paris, 
but  the  horrors  now  raging  there  were  to  please  the  King  of 
Spain.  That  monarch  had  told  the  Duke  of  Parma  to  troubl^M 
liimself  but  little  about  the  Netherlands  so  long  as  he  eotiloH 
preserve  for  him  his  city  of  Paris.  But  it  was  to  lean  on  a 
broken  reed  to  expect  support  from  this  old,  decrepit  king, 
whose  object  was  to  dismember  the  flourishing  kingdom  of 
France,  and  to  divide  it  among  as  many  tyrants  as  he  bad  sent 
viceroys  to  the  Indies.*^  Tlie  crown  was  his  own  birthrigli 
Were  it  elective  he  should  receive  the  suffrages  of  the 
mass  of  the  electors.  He  hoped  soon  to  drive  those  redn 
foreigners  out  of  his  kingdom.  Should  he  fail,  they  would  ' 
by  expelling  the  Duke  of  Mayenne  and  all  the  rest  who 
called  them  in,  and  Paris  would  become  the  theatre  of 
bloodiest  tragedy  ever  yet  enacted.***  The  king  then  orde 
Sir  Roger  Williams  to  see  that  a  collation  was  prepared  for  tlifl 
deputies,  and  the  veteran  Welshman  took  o<:'casion  to  indulge 
in  much  blunt  conversation  with  the  guests.  He  informe 
them  that  he,  Mr,  Sackville,  and  many  other  strangers  wen 
serving  the  king  from  the  hatred  they  bore  the  Spaniards  and' 
Mother  League,  and  that  his  royal  mistress  had  always  8000 
Englishmen  ready  to  maintain  the  cause. 

While  the   conferences   were  going  on,  the  officers  a»d 
soldiers  of  the  besieging  army  tlironged  to  the  gate,  and  had 
much  talk  with  tlie  townsmen.    Among  others,  time-hone 
La    None   with   the    iron   arm    stood   near    the    gate 
harangued  the   Parisians.     "We  are   here,"  said  he,  **i 
thousand  gentlemen ;  we  desire  your  good,  not  your  mil 
Wo  will  make  you  rich :  let  us  participate  in  your  labon 
and  industry.     Undo  not  yourselves  to  serve  the  ambition  of 
a  few  men."     The  townspeople  hearing  the  old  warrior  dis- 
coursing thus  earnestly,  asked  who  he  was.     VVIien  informed 
that  it  was  La  Noue  they   cheered   him   vociferously,  and 
applauded  his  speech  with  tlie  greatest  vehemence.**     Yet  La 
Noue  was  the  foremast  Huguenot  that  the  sun  sbono  upon, 
and  the  Parisians  were  starving  themselves  to  death  out  of 


De  Thou,  uM  tup.        *•  Ibid. 
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hatred  to  heresy.  After  the  collation  the  commissioners  were 
permitted  to  go  from  tlie  camp  in  order  to  consult  Mayenne. 

Such  theJi  was  the  condition  of  Paris  during  that  memorable 
summer  of  tortures.  What  now  were  its  hopes  of  deliverance 
out  of  this  Gehenna  ?  The  trust  of  Frenchmen  was  in  Philip 
of  Spain^  whose  legions,  under  command  of  the  great  Italian 
chieftain,  were  daily  longed  for  to  save  them  from  rendering 
obedience  to  their  lawful  prince. 

For  even  the  king  of  straw — the  imprisoned  cardinal — was 
now  dead,  and  there  was  not  even  the  efhgy  of  any  uther 
Bovereign  than  Henry  of  Uourbon  to  claim  authority  in 
France.  Mayenne,  in  the  course  of  long  interyiews  with  the 
Xhike  of  Parma  at  Cond^  and  Brussels,  had  expressed  his 
desire  to  see  Pliilip  king  of  France,  and  bad  promised  his 
best  efforts  to  bring  about  such  a  result  In  that  case  he 
stipulated  for  the  second  place  in  the  kingdom  for  himself, 
together  with  a  good  ricli  province  in  perpetual  sovereignty, 
and  a  large  sum  of  money  in  hand,  Should  tliis  course  not 
run  smoothly,  he  would  be  wdling  to  take  the  crown  himself, 
in  which  event  he  would  cheerfully  cede  to  Philip  the  sove- 
reignty of  Brittany  and  Burgundy,  besides  a  selection  of 
cities  to  be  arranged  for  at  a  later  day.  Although  ho  spoko 
of  himself  with  modesty,  said  Alexander,  it  was  very  plain 
lliat  he  meant  to  arrive  at  the  crown  himself.**  Well  had  the 
Bernese  alluded  to  the  judgment  of  Solomon.  Were  not 
children,  tlius  ready  to  dismember  their  mother,  as  foul  and 
unnatural  as  the  mother  wlio  would  divide  her  child  ? 

And  what  was  this  dependence  on  a  foreign  tyrant  really 
worth  ?  As  we  look  back  upon  those  dark  days  with  the 
light  of  what  was  then  the  almost  immediate  future  turnt-d 
foil  and  glaring  upon  them,  we  find  it  difficult  to  exaggerate 
(lie  folly  of  the  chief  actors  in  those  scenes  of  crime.  Did 
not  the  penniless  adventurer,  whose  keen  insight  and  wise 
iccklessness  were  passing  for  hallucination  and  foolhardiness 
in  the  eyes  of  liis  contemporaries,  undei'stand  the  game  he  was 
playing  better  than  did  that  profound  thinker,  that  mysterious 
M  Formtt  to  Philip.  20  May,  1590.    (Arch,  de  Sinumcas  MS.) 
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but  infallible  politician,  who  sat  in  the  Escorial  and  made  the 
world  tremble  at  every  liint  of  Lis  lips,  every  stroke  of  bis 
pen? 

The  Netherlands— that  most  advanced  portion  of  Philip't^i 
domain,  without  the  possession  of  which  his  conquest  qC^| 
England  and  \m  incorporation  of  Franco  were  but  childish" 
visions,  even  ii*  they  were  not  monstrous  chimeras  at  best — 
were  to  be  in  a  manner  left  to  themBelves,  while  tlieir  con- 
Bumimite  governor  and  general  was  to  go  forth  and  conquer 
France  at  the  head  of  a  force  with  which  he  had  been  in 
vain  attempting  to  hold  those  provinces  to  their  obedience. 
At  that  very  moment  the  rising  young  chieftain  of  the 
Netherlands  was  most  successfully  inaugurating  his  career  ofj 
militaiy  success.  His  armies  well  drilled,  well  disciplined, 
well  paid,  full  of  heart  and  of  hope,  were  threatening  thi 
ancient  enemy  in  every  quarter,  wiiile  the  veteran  legions 
Spain  and  Italy,  heri>e3  of  a  hundred  Flemish  and  Frisian 
battle-fields,  were  disorganised,  starving,  and  mutinous.  Ti 
famous  ancient  legion,  the  terzo  viejo,  had  been  disbanded  for 
its  obstinate  and  coufirmod  uuruliness.  The  legion  of  Man- 
rique,  sixteen  hundred  strong,  was  in  oj>en  mutiny  at  Courtray. 
Farnoso  had  sent  the  Prince  of  Ascoli  to  negotiate  with  them, 
but  his  attempts  were  all  in  vain.^  Two  years*  arrearages — to 
be  paid»  not  in  cloth  at  four  times  what  the  contractors  had 
paid  for  it,  but  in  solid  gold — were  tlieir  not  unreasonable 
demands  after  years  of  as  hard  fighting  and  severe  suifering 
as  the  world  has  often  seen.  Eut  Philip,  instead  of  ducats  or 
cloth,  had  only  sent  orders  to  go  forth  and  conquer  a  new 
kingdom  for  him.  Verdugo,  too,  from  Friesland  was  howling 
for  money,  garrotting  and  hanging  his  mutinous  veterans 
every  day,**  and  sending  complaints  and  most  dismal  fore- 
bodings as  often  as  a  courier  could  make  his  way  tlirough  the 
enemy's  lines  to  Farnese's  headquarters.  And  Foruese,  oa 
his  part,  was  garrotting  ajwl  hanging  the  vetei-ana,* 

"  Panna  to  PhQip,  10  April,  1590.    f  Aroh.  de  Sm.  MS.) 

^  Bune  to  Bume,  24  Jiuio,  1590.    :  Ibiih) 

•  fiuM  tu  Bunc.  20  June  and  22  JuJy,  1590.    (Ibid.) 
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Alexander  did  not  of  course  mform  kis  master  that  he  was 
a  mischievous  lunatic,  who  upon  any  healthy  principle  of 
human  government  ought  long  ago  to  have  been  shut  up 
from  all  communion  with  his  species.  It  was  very  plaio,  how- 
ever, from  his  letters,  that  such  was  Ins  innermost  thuuglit, 
had  it  been  safe,  loyal,  or  courteous  to  express  it  in  plain 
language. 

He  was  himself  stung  almost  to  mathiess  moreover  by  the 
presence  of  Commander  Moreo,  who  hated  liira,  who  was  per- 
petually coming  over  from  France  to  visit  him,  who  was  a 
spy  upon  all  his  actions,  and  who  was  rogtdarly  distilling  his 
calumnies  into  the  ears  of  Secretary  Idiaqiiez  and  of  Philip 
liimselfl^  The  king  was  informed  that  Fai-nese  was  working 
for  his  own  ends,  and  was  disgusted  with  his  sovereign ;  that 
there  never  liad  been  a  petty  prince  of  Italy  that  did  not  wish 
to  become  a  greater  one,  or  that  was  not  jealous  of  Philip*8 
jxiwer,  and  tliat  there  was  not  a  villain  in  all  Christendom  hut 
wished  for  Philip's  deatli.  Moreo  followed  the  prince  about 
to  Antwerp,  to  Brussels,  to  Spa,  whither  he  had  gone  to 
drink  the  waters  for  his  failing  health,  pestered  him,  lectured 
him,  pried  upon  him,  counselled  him,  enraged  him.  Alexander 
told  him  at  last  he  cared  not  if  the  whole  world  came  to 
an  end  so  long  as  Flanders  remaiuod,  which  alone  had  been 
entrusted  to  him,  and  that  if  he  was  expected  to  conquer 
France  it  would  be  as  well  to  give  him  the  means  of  per- 
forming that  exploit.  So  Moreo  told  the  king  that  Alexander 
was  wasting  time  and  wasting  money,  that  he  was  the  cause 
of  Egmont's  overthrow,  and  that  he  would  be  the  cause  of 
the  loss  of  Paris  and  of  the  downfall  of  the  whole  French 
scheme ;  for  that  he  was  determined  to  do  nothing  to  assist 
Mayenne,  or  that  did  not  conduce  to  his  private  advantage," 

Yet  Farnese  had  been  not  long  before  informed  in  suf- 
ficiently plain  lauguage,  and  by  personages  of  groat  influ- 
ence, that  in  case  he  wished  to  convert  his  vice-royalty  of 
the  Netherlands  into  a  permanent   sovereignty,  he  might 


*•  Moreo  to  Idiaqiiez.  30  Jan.  1590.    rArch.  de  Sim.  MS.) 
«7  Mufuo  to  Philip.  2*2  Juua.  loDO,     Ibid. 
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rely  on  the  assistaoce  of  Henry  of  Navarre,  and  perhaps  of 
Queen  Elizabeth.**  The  scheme  would  not  have  been  im- 
pmcticable,  but  the  duke  never  listened  to  it  for  a  moment. 

If  he  were  slow   in   advaueing  to  the  relief  of  starving, 
agonising  Paris,  there  were  sufHcient  reasons  for  his  delay. 
Most  decidedly  and  bitterly,  but  loyally,  did  he  d' 
the  madness  uf  his  masters  course  in  all  his  commun 
to  that  master's  private  eai*. 

He  told  him  that  the  situation  in  which  he  found  himaelf 
was  horrible.  He  had  no  money  for  bis  troops,  he  had  not 
even  garrison  bread  to  put  in  their  mouths.  He  had  not* 
single  stiver  to  advance  them  on  account.  From  Friesland^ 
from  the  Kliine  country,  fi-om  every  quarter,  cries  of  diatroM 
were  rising  tu  heaven,  and  the  lamentations  were  josL  Hv 
was  in  absolute  penury.  He  could  not  negotiate  a  bill  oo 
the  royal  account,  but  had  borrowed  on  his  own  private 
security  a  few  thousand  crowns  which  he  had  given  to  his 
soldiers.  He  was  pledging  his  jewels  and  furniture  like  a 
bankrupt,  but  all  was  now  in  vain  to  stop  the  mutiny  al 
Couitray.  K  that  went  on  it  would  be  of  most  pernicious 
example,  for  the  whole  army  was  disorganised,  malcontent^ 
and  of  portentous  aspect,  "  These  things,"  said  he,  "  ought 
not  to  8ur|)ritsc  people  of  common  understanding,  for  w^tbottl 
money,  without  credit,  without  provisions,  and  in  an  ex- 
hausted country,  it  is  impossible  to  satisfy  tlie  claims,  or  even 
to  support  the  life  of  the  army.**  When  he  sent  the  Flemiah 
cavalry  to  Mayenne  in  March,  it  was  under  the  impresskm 
that  with  it  that  prince  would  have  maintained  his  reputation 
and  checked  the  progress  of  the  B^uruese  until  greater  rein* 
forcements  could  be  forwarded.  He  was  now  glad  that  no 
larger  number  had  been  sent,  for  all  would  have  been  smti- 
ticed  on  the  fatal  tield  of  Ivry.* 

The  country  around   him   was  desperate,  believed  il 
abandoned,  and  was  expecting  fresh  horrors  every  day.     fid 
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had  been  obliged  to  remove  portions  of  the  garrisons  at 
Deventer  and  Zutphen  purely  to  save  them  from  etarving 
and  de.speration.  Every  day  he  was  informed  by  his  garrisons 
that  they  could  feed  no  longer  on  One  words  or  hopes,  for 
in  them  they  foimd  no  sustenance.*' 

But  Philip  told  him  that  he  must  proceed  forthwith  to 
France,  where  he  was  to  raise  the  siege  of  Paris,  and  occupy 
Calais  and  Boulogne  in  order  to  prevent  the  English  from 
sending  succour  to  the  B^amese,  and  in  order  to  facilitate 
his  own  designs  on  England,  Every  effort  was  to  be  made 
before  the  Beameso  climbed  into  the  seat.  The  Duke  of 
Parma  was  to  talk  no  more  of  difficulties,  but  to  conquer 
them ;  •  a  noble  phrase  on  the  battle  field,  but  comparatively 
easy  of  utterance  at  the  writing-desk  I 

At  last,  Philip  having  made  some  remittances,  miserably 
inadequate  for  the  necessities  of  the  case,  but  sufficient  to 
repress  in  part  the  mutinous  demonstrations  throughout  the 
army,  Faruese  addressed  himself  with  a  heavy  heart  to  the 
work  reqm'red  of  him.  He  confessed  the  deepest  apprehen- 
sions of  the  result  both  in  the  Netherlands  and  in  France. 
He  intimated  a  profound  distrust  of  the  French,  who  had 
ever  been  Philip's  eneniifs,  and  dwelt  on  the  danger  of 
leaving  the  provinces,  unable  to  proteet  themselves,    badly 

risoned,  and  starving.  *'  It  grieves  me  to  the  soul,  it  cuts 
me  to  the  heart,"  he  said,  **to  see  that  your  Majesty  com- 
mands things  which  are  impoi^sible,  for  it  is  our  Lord  alone 
that  can  work  miracles.  Your  Jlajesty  supposes  that  with 
the  little  money  you  have  sent  me,  I  can  satisfy  all  the  sol- 
diers serving  in  these  provinces,  settle  with  the  Spanish  and 
the  German  mutineers — because,  if  they  are  to  he  used  in  the 
expedition,  they  must  at  least  be  quieted — give  money  to 
Mayenne  and  the  Parisians,  pay  retaining  wages  (waiigeld) 
to  the  German  Eiders  for  the  protection  of  these  provinces, 
and  make  sure  of  tho  maritime  places  where  the  same 
mutinouB  language  is  held  as  at  Courtray.     The  poverty,  the 


•«  pHrmA  to  Phnip,  30  Jnn,  20  Feb.  14  Mairh.  24  Manh,  30  IVLirch,  19 
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discontent,  and  the  desperation  of  lliis  unhappy  country/*  be 
added,  **  hare  been  eo  often  described  to  your  Mjijesty  that  I 
have  nothing  to  add.  I  am  hangings  and  garrotting  my 
Teteraos  everywhere,  only  because  they  have  rebelled  for 
want  of  pay  without  committing  any  excess.  Yet  under  theee 
circumstances  I  am  to  march  into  France  with  twenty 
thousand  troops — the  least  number  to  effect  anytliing  vrithal 
I  am  confused  and  perplexed  because  the  whole  world  is 
exclaiming  against  me,  and  protesting  that  through  my 
desertion  the  country  entnisted  to  my  care  will  come  to  utter 
perdition.  On  the  other  hand,  the  French  cry  out  upon  me 
that  I  am  t!ie  cause  that  Paris  is  going  to  destruction,  and 
with  it  the  CathoUc  cause  in  France.  Every  one  is  pursuing 
his  jirivate  ends.  It  is  impossible  to  collect  a  force  strong 
enough  for  the  necessary  work.  Paris  has  reached  ita  eX" 
trerae  unction,  and  neither  Mayenne  nor  any  one  of  tho 
confederates  has  given  this  invalid  the  slightest  morael  to 
Bupf»ort  her  till  your  Majesty's  forces  should  arrive."*' 

He  reminded  his  sovereign  that  the  country  around  Plans 
was  eaten  bare  of  food  and  forage,  and  yet  that  it  waa. quite 
out  of  the  question  for  him  to  undertake  the  transportation  of 
supplies  for  his  army  all  the  way — supplies  from  the  starring 
Netherlands  to  starviug  France.  8iuoe  the  king  was  80 
peremjttory,  he  had  nothing  for  it  but  to  obey,  but  lie  Teiie- 
mently  disclaime*!  all  responsibility  for  the  expedition,  and, 
in  case  of  his  death,  lie  called  on  his  Majesty  to  vindicate  hifl 
honour,  which  his  enemies  were  sure  to  assail." 

The  messages  from  Mayenne  Incoming  daily  more  pressing, 
Fam(>8e  hastened  as  much  as  possible  those  pre{)aratioQS 
whi<*h  at  best  were  so  woefully  inadequate,  and  avowed  Ids 
determi nation  not  to  fight  tho  lieiimese  if  it  were  poatdble  to  fl 
avi>id  nn  action.  lie  feared,  however,  that  with  totally  in-  ^ 
sulhcient  furees  he  should  be  obliged  to  accept  the  clmnccs  of 
an  engagement.** 

With  twelve  thousand  foot  and  three  thousand  horse  Far- 
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nese  left  the  Netherlands  in  the  beginning  of  August,  and 
arrived  on  the  3rd  of  that  month  at  Valenciennes.  His  little 
*rmy,  notwithsf-anding  liis  bitter  complaints,  was  of  imposing 
appearance.'^  Tlie  archers  and  halberdiers  of  his  bodyguard 
were  magnificent  in  tafifety  and  feathers  and  surcoats  of 
CTamoisy  velvet.  Fonr  hnndred  nobles  served  in  the  cavalry. 
Aj'enberg  and  Burlaymont  and  Chimny,  and  other  grandees 
of  the  Netherlands,  in  company  with  Ascoli  and  the  sons  of 
Terranova  and  Pastrana,  and  many  more  great  lords  of  Italy 
and  Spain  were  in  immediate  attendance  on  the  iiluBtrious 
captain.  The  son  of  Philips  Secretary  of  State,  Idiaquez, 
and  the  nephew  of  the  cardinal-legate,  Gaetano,  were  among 
the  marshals  of  tlie  camp.*"^ 

Alexander's  own  natural  authority  and  consummate  powers 
of  organization  had  for  the  time  triumphed  over  the  disin- 
tegrating tendencies  wliich,  it  haa  been  seen,  were  everywhere 
80  rapidly  destroying  the  foremost  military  establishment  of 
the  world.  Nearly  half  his  forces,  both  cavalry  and  infantry, 
were  Netherlanders ;  for  —  as  if  there  were  not  graves 
enough  in  tlieir  own  little  territory — those  Flemings,  Wal- 
loons, and  Hollanders  were  destined  to  leave  their  bones  on 
both  sides  of  every  well-strieken  field  of  that  age  between 
liberty  and  despotism.  And  thus  thousands  of  them  had 
now  gone  forth  under  'the  banner  of  Spain  to  assist  their 
own  tyrant  in  carrying  out  his  designs  upon  the  capital  of 
France,  and  to  struggle  to  the  death  with  thoiisands  of  their 
own  countrymen  who  were  following  the  fortunes  of  the 
B^amcse.  Truly  in  that  age  it  was  religion  that  drew  the 
boundary  line  between  nations. 

The  army  was  divided  into  three  portions.     The  vanguard 

was  under  the  charge  of  the  Netherlatid  General,  Mar<rjins  of 

Renty.     The  battalia  was  commanded  by  Farnese  in  person, 

ftnd  the  rearguard  was  entrusted  to  that  veteran  Netherlander 

La  Motte,  now  called  the  Count  of  Everbeck.     Twenty  pieces 

of  artillery  followed    the   last  division.'*    At  Valenciennes 

liL  47.   BentiTOglio,  P.  11.  lib.  Ir.  340, 
eaja. 
•^  Bor,  Goloiua,  ubi  mp.    Dontlini, 
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Fornese  remained  eight  days,  and  from  this  place  Count 
Cliarlea  Mansfeld  took  hia  departure  in  a  great  rage — ^resign- 
ing his  post  as  chitjf  of  artillery  because  La  IMotte  had  re- 
ceived the  appointment  of  general-marshal  of  the  camp  — 
and  returned  to  hia  father,  old  Peter  Ernest  Mansfeld,  who 
was  lieiitcnant-goveruor  of  the  Netherlands  in  Parma's 
absence,''^ 

Leaving  Valenciennes  on  the  11th,  the  army  proceeded  by 
way  of  Quesiicy,  Guise,  Soissons,  Fritomilon  to  Meaux.  At 
this  place,  which  is  ten  leagues  from  Paris,  Farnese  made  his 
junction,  on  the  22iid  of  AugiLst,  with  Mayenne,  who  was  at 
the  head  of  six  thousand  infantry — one  half  of  them  Ger- 
mans under  Cobalto,  and  the  other  half  French — and  of 
two  thousand  horse.™ 

On  arriving  at  Meaux,  Alexander  proceeded  straightway 
to  the  catlie<lral,  and  there,  in  presence  of  all,  he  solemnly 
swore  tliat  he  had  not  come  to  France  in  order  to  conquer 
that  kingdom  or  any  portion  of  it,  in  the  interests  of  his 
master,  but  only  to  render  succour  to  the  Catholic  cause  and 
to  free  the  friends  and  confederates  of  his  Majesty  from  vio- 
lence and  heretic  oppressionJ*  Time  was  to  show  the  value 
of  that  oath. 

Hero  the  deputation  from  Paris — the  Archbishop  of  Lyons 
and  his  colleagues,  whose  interview  vdth  Henry  has  just  been 
narrated — were  received  by  the  two  dukes.  They  departed, 
taking  >nth  them  promises  of  immediate  relief  for  the  starving 
city.  The  allies  remained  five  days  at  Meaux,  and  leaving 
that  lAace  on  the  27th,  arrived  in  the  neighbourhood  of 
Chelies,  on  the  last  day  but  one  of  the  summer.  They  had 
a  united  force  of  five  thousand  cavalry  and  eighteen  thousand 
foot."™ 

The  summer  of  horrors  was  over,  and  thus  with  the  first 
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days  of  anttimu  there  had  come  a  ray  of  hope  for  the  proud 
city  which  was  lying  at  its  last  gasp.  When  the  allies  came 
in  sight  of  the  monastery  of  Chelles  they  found  themselves  in 
the  immediate  neighbourhood  of  the  Bearnesc. 

The  two  great  captains  of  the  age  had  at  last  met  face  to 
face.  They  wore  not  only  the  two  first  commanders  of  their 
time,  but  there  was  not  a  man  in  Europe  at  that  day  to  be 
at  all  compared  to  either  of  them.  The  youth,  concerning 
whose  earliest  campaign  an  account  will  be  given  in  the  fol- 
lowing chapter,  had  hardly  yet  struck  his  first  blow.  Whether 
that  blow  wjis  to  reve^il  the  novice  or  the  master  was  soon  to 
be  seeji.  Meantime  in  1590  it  would  have  been  considered  a 
foolish  adulation  to  mention  the  name  of  Maurice  of  Nassau 
in  the  same  breath  with  that  of  Navarre  or  of  Famese. 

The  scientific  duel  which  was  now  to  take  place  was  bkely 

task  the  genius  and  to  bring  into  full  display  the  peculiar 
Dwers  and  defects  of  the  two  chieftains  of  Europe.  Each 
might  be  considered  to  be  still  in  the  prime  of  life,  but  Alex- 
ander, who  was  turned  of  forty-five,  was  already  broken  in 
health,  while  the  vigorous  Henry  was  eight  yeare  younger, 
and  of  an  iron  constitution.  Both  had  passed  their  Uves  in 
tlie  field,  but  the  king,  from  nature,  education,  and  the  force 
of  circumstances,  preferred  pitched  battles  to  scientific  com- 
binations, while  the  duke,  having  studied  and  practised  his 
art  in  the  great  Spanish  and  Italian  schools  of  warfare,  was 
rather  a  pn:)found  strategist  than  a  professional  fighter,  al- 
though capable  of  great  promptness  and  intense  personal 
energy  when  his  judgment  dictated  a  battle.  Both  were 
born  with  that  invaluable  gift  which  no  human  being  can 
acquire,  authority,  and  both  were  adored  and  willingly  obeyed 
by  their  soldiers,  so  long  as  those  soldiers  were  paid  and  fed. 

The  prize  now  to  be  contended  for  was  a  high  one.  Alex- 
ader's  complete  success  would  tear  from  Henry's  grasp  the 

st  city  of  Christendom,   now  sinking  exhausted  into  his 

ads,  and  would  place  France  in  the  power  of  the  Holy 
League  and  at   the   feet  of  Thilip.      Another  Ivry  would 

atter  the  confederacy,  and  carry  the  king  in  triumph  to 
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his  capital  and  his  ancestral  throne.  On  the  approach  of  the 
combined  armies  nnder  Parma  and  Mayenne,  the  king  had 
found  himself  most  reluctantly  compelled  to  suspend  the 
siege  of  Paris.  His  army,  which  consisted  of  sixteen  thousand 
foot  and  five  thousand  horse,  was  not  sufficiently  numerous 
to  confront  at  the  same  time  tho  relieving  force  and  to  con- 
tinue the  operations  before  the  city."^  So  long,  however,  as 
he  held  the  towns  and  bridges  on  the  great  rivere,  and 
especially  those  keys  to  the  Seine  and  ^Farne,  Corbeil  and 
Lagny,  he  still  controlled  the  life-blood  of  the  capital,  which 
indeed  had  almost  ceased  to  flow. 
On  the  Slst  August  he  advanced  towards  the  enemy.  Sir 
81  Aug.  Edward  Staiford,  Queen  Elizabeth's  ambassador,  ar- 
1590.  rived  at  St.  Denis  in  the  night  of  the  30th  August. 
At  a  very  early  hour  next  morning  he  heard  a  shout  under  his 
window,  and  looking  down  beheld  King  Henry  at  the  head  of 
his  troops,  cheerfully  calling  out  to  his  English  friend  as  he 
passed  his  door.  "  Welcoming  us  after  his  familiar  manner/' 
said  Stafford,  "  he  desired  us,  in  respect  of  the  battle  every  hour 
expected,  to  come  as  his  friends  to  see  and  help  him,  and  not 
to  treat  of  anytliing  which  afore  we  meant,  seeing  the  pre- 
sent state  to  require  it,  and  the  enemy  so  near  that  we  might 
well  have  been  interrupted  in  half-an-hour's  talk,  and  neces- 
sity constrained  the  king  to  be  in  every  comer,  where  for 
the  most  part  wo  follow  hira."  '*  That  day  Henry  took  up 
his  headquarters  at  tho  monast^Ty  of  Chelles,  a  fortified  place 
within  six  leagues  of  Pans,  on  the  right  bank  of  tho  Mame. 
Hia  army  was  drawn  up  in  a  wide  valley  somewhat  encum- 
bered with  wo<jd  and  water,  extending  through  a  seriec  of 
beautiful  pastures  towaitls  two  hills  of  moderate  elevation* 
Lagny,  on  tho  left  bank  of  the  river,  was  within  less  than  a 
league  of  him  on  his  right  hand.  On  the  other  side  of  the 
hills,  hardly  out  of  cannon-shot,  was  the  camp  of  the  alliti& 
Henry,  whose  natural  disposition  in  this  respect  needed  no 
prompting,  was  most  eager  for  a  decisive  engagement     The 

'»  De  Thou,  m6i"  •«/». 

"  Btaflbni  U>  Bnrgiiley.  ^^^^'  1590.    (S.  P.  Office  M8.J 
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circnmstanccfl  imperatively  required  it  of  liim.  His  infantry 
oonfiisted  of  Frenchmen,  Netlierlaaders,  English,  Germans, 
Scotch ;  but  of  his  cavalry  four  thousand  were  French  nobles, 
serving  at  their  own  expense,  who  came  to  a  battle  as  to  a 
banquet,  but  who  were  cajiable  of  riding  off  almost  as  mpidly, 
should  the  feast  be  denied  thora.  They  were  volunteers, 
bringing  with  them  rations  for  but  a  few  days,  and  it  could 
hardly  be  ex|)ected  that  they  would  remain  as  patiently  as 
did  Parma's  veterans,  who,  now  th;it  their  mutiny  bad  been 
appeased  by  payment  of  a  portion  of  their  arrearages,  had 
become  docile  again.  AJl  the  great  chieffciins  who  sur- 
rounded Henry,  whether  Catholic  or  Protestant — Montpensier, 
Nevers,  Soissons,  Conti,  the  Birons,  Lavradin,  d'Aumont, 
Tremouille,  Turenne^  Chatillon,  Li*  None— were  urgent  for 
the  conflict,  concerning  the  expediency  of  which  there  could 
indeed  be  no  doubt,  while  the  king  was  in  raptures  at  the 
opportunity  of  dealing  a  decisivo  blow  at  the  confederacy  of 
foreigiiera  and  rebels  who  had  so  long  defied  his  authority 
and  deprived  him  of  his  rights, 

Staflbrd  came  up  with  the  king,  according  to  his  cordial 
invitation,  on  the  same  day,  and  saw  the  army  all  drawn  up 
in  battle  array.  While  Henry  was;  "eating  a  morsel  in  an 
old  house,"  Turenne  joined  him  with  six  or  seven  himdred 
horsemen  and  between  four  and  five  thousand  infantry.  "They 
were  the  likeliest  footmen,"  said  Staflortl,  "  the  best  coun- 
tenanced, the  best  furnished  that  ever  I  saw  in  my  life ;  the 
most  part  of  them  old  soldiers  that  had  served  imder  the 
king  for  the  Religion  all  this  while." 

TTie  envoy  was  especially  enthusiastic,  however,  in  regard 
to  the  French  cavalry.  "There  are  near  six  thousand 
hopse,"  said  he,  "  whereof  gentlemen  above  four  thousand, 
about  twelve  hundred  other  French,  and  eight  hundred 
reiters.  I  never  saw,  nor  I  think  never  any  man  saw,  in 
France  such  a  company  of  gentlemen  togetljer  so  well 
honed  and  so  well  armed."  ^ 


1»  ftdfatd  to  Burshlc7,  ^j^^*,  1500.    (8.  P.  Office  MS.) 
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Henry  sent  a  herald  to  the  camp  of  the  allies,  formally 
challenging  them  to  a  general  engagement,  and  expressing  a 
hope  that  all  difTerencea  might  now  be  settled  by  the  ordeal 
of  battk%  rather  than  that  the  gufferinga  of  the  innooeiit 
people  should  be  longer  protracted.™ 

Farnese,  on  arriving  at  Meaiix,  had  resolved  to  seek 
enemy  and  take  the  hazards  of  a  stricken  field.  He  had  ; 
givings  as  to  the  possible  result,  but  he  expressly  announced 
tills  intention  in  his  letters  to  Philip,  and  Mayenne  confirmed 
him  in  his  determination.'"  Nevertheless,  finding  the  enemy 
BO  eager  and  having  reflected  more  maturely,  he  saw  no 
reason  for  accepting  the  chivalrous  cartel.  As  commander* 
in-chief — for  Mayenne  willingly  conceded  tlie  supremacy 
which  it  would  have  been  absurd  in  him  to  dispute — he 
accordingly  replied  that  it  was  his  custom  to  refuse  a  combat 
when  a  refu«al  seemed  advantageous  to  himself,  and  to  offer 
battle  whenever  it  Buite<l  his  purposes  to  fight  When  that 
moment  should  arrive  the  king  would  find  him  in  the  field. 
And,  having  sent  this  courteous,  but  unsatisfactory'  answer  to 
the  impatient  Ijearoese,'^'*  he  gave  ordere  to  fortify  his  camp, 
which  was  already  sufficiently  strong.  Seven  days  long  the 
two  armies  lay  face  to  face — Henry  and  his  chivalry  cliafing 
in  vain  for  the  longed-for  engagement — and  nothing  occurred 
between  those  forty  or  fifty  thousand  mortal  enemies,  en- 
camped within  a  mile  or  two  of  each  other,  save  trifling 
skirmishes  leading  to  no  result.™ 

At  last  Fameae  gave  orders  for  an  advance,  Renty,  comr 
Tuaiider  of  the  vanguard,  consisting  of  nearly  all  the  cavalry, 
was  instnicted  to  move  slowly  forward  over  the  two  hills,  and 
descending  on  tlie  opposite  side,  to  deploy  his  foroes  in  two 
great  wings  to  the  right  and  left.  He  was  secretly  directed 
in  this  movement  to  magnify  as  much  as  possible  the  ap- 


<•  Bor.  Coloma,  IVmdiui,  De  Thou, 
Bctitivn{jfljii,  MolcriM),  uhi  »»p. 

Ti  I'urniii  U^  Philip.  'ZH  Aug.  1590, 
(Arch,  dofcjtiii.  MS.) 

7*  Gblciniu,  D<'utivoglio.  De  Thoo, 
vM  tup. 

7*  Alexander  estimated  tbe  foroos 


of  Henry  at  14,000  foot  and  5O00 
horao.  Stafford  iilaoed  iliLO\  ut  17.000 
foot  and  fiOOO  horte,  Lvttcrj  cii«4. 
The  united  forces  of  Majreiitif*  nnil 
Fameic,  as  vie  have  aetjn.  luuountcd 
to  18,000  foot  and  50O0  lioite, 
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parent  dimensions  of  bis  force.  .  Slowly  the  columns  moved 
over  the  hills.  Squadron  after  squadron,  nearly  all  of  them 
lancers,  with  their  pennons  flaunting  gaily  in  the  summer 
wind,  displayed  themselves  deliberately  and  ostentatiously  in 
the  face  of  the  Royalists.  The  splendid  light-horse  of  Basti, 
the  ponderous  troopers  of  the  Flemish  bands  of  ordnance 
under  Chimay  and  Berlaymonf,  and  the  famous  Albanian 
and  Italian  cavalry,  were  mingled  with  the  veteran  Leaguers 
of  France  who  had  fought  under  the  Balafre,  and  who  now 
followed  the  fortune«  of  his  brother  Mayenne.  It  was  an 
imposing  demonstration." 

Henry  could  hardly  believe  his  eyes  as  the  much-coveted 
opportunity,  of  which  he  had  been  so  many  days  disappointed, 
at  last  presented  itself,  and  he  waited  with  more  than  his 
usual  caution  until  the  plan  of  attack  should  be  developed 
by  his  great  antagonist.  Parma,  on  his  side,  pressed  the  hand 
of  Mayenne  as  he  watched  the  movement,  saying  quietly, 
**  We  have  already  fought  our  battle  and  gained  the  victory.'* " 
He  then  issued  orders  for  the  whole  battalia — which,  since 
the  junction,  had  been  under  command  of  Mayenne,  Farnese 
reserving  for  himself  the  superintendence  of  the  entire  army — 
to  countermarch  rapidly  towards  the  Mame  and  take  up  a 
position  opposite  Lagny.  La  Motte,  with  the  rearguard, 
was  directed  immediately  to  follow.  Tlie  battalia  had  thus 
become  the  van,  the  rearguard  the  battalia,  while  the  whole 
cavalry  corps  by  this  movement  had  been  transformed  from 
the  vanguard  into  the  rear.  Benty  was  instructed  to  protect 
his  manoeuvres,  to  restrain  the  skirmishing  as  much  as  pos- 
sible, and  to  keep  the  commander-in-chief  constantly  informed 
of  every  occurrence.  In  the  night  he  was  to  intrench  and 
fortify  himself  rapidly  and  thoroughly,  without  changing  his 
position. 

Under  cover  of  this  feigned  attack,  Farnese  arrived  at  the 
river  side  on  the  15th  September,  1590,  seized  an  15  Sept. 
open   village  directly  opposite  Lagny,  which  was  ^^^^' 

•  Bor,  Oolomn,  Bcnti*tnrli'\  Ptiiulini.  De  Thou,  Metcrco,  vbt  »«/>. 
"'  BeaiiToglio»  loc  at. 

VOL.    111.  O 


82 


THE  UNITED  JfETHEfiLANDS. 


Chap.  XXIH. 


ronnectcd  with  it  by  a  sUn^  bridge,  and  planted  a  haHerj 
(.>{  nine  pieces  of  heavy  artUlery  directly  opposite  tlio  town. 
Lagny  was  fortified  in  the  old-fashioned  manner,  with  not 
very  thick  walL*,  and  without  a  terreplain.  Its  poeitioo,  bow* 
ever,  and  its  command  of  the  bridge,  seemed  to  render  an 
assault  im|)os8ihh',  anrl  Dt*  la  Fin,  who  lay  there  with  a  garrison 
of  twelve  hundred  Frencii,  had  no  fear  for  the  security  of  the 
plac&  But  Farnese,  i^ith  the  precision  and  celerity  whicli " 
charucterized  his  movements!  on  special  occaaions,  had  thrown 
pontfxin  bridg^es  across  the  river  three  miles  above,  and  senl 
a  considerable  force  of  Spanish  and  Walloon  infantry  to  tha 
other  side.  These  troops  were  ordered  to  hold  themselvea  | 
ready  for  an  assault,  so  soon  as  the  batteries  opposite  should  ! 
effect  a  practicable  breach.  The  next  day  Henry,  recon* 
noitering  the  scene,  saw,  with  intense  indignation,  that  he 
had  been  completely  out-generalled.  Lagny,  the  key  to  the 
Jliinio,  by  holding  wliicli  he  had  closed  the  door  on  nearly 
all  the  food  snpi>lie8  for  Tans,  was  about  to  be  wreetod  horn 
him.  "What  should  he  do?  Should  he  throw  himself  acroM 
the  river  and  rescue  the  place  before  it  fell  ?  This  w«s 
not  to  be  thought  of  even  by  the  audacious  Beamese.  In 
the  attempt  to  cross  the  river,  under  the  enemy's  fire,  he 
was  likely  to  lose  a  large  portion  of  his  army.  Should 
he  fling  himself  upon  Keuty's  division  which  had  so  oeten-j 
tatiously  offered  battle  the  day  bt'fore  ?  This  at  least  might  I 
be  attempted,  although  not  so  advantageously  as  would  huTO 
been  the  case  on  the  previous  afternoou.  To  undertake  tliis 
was  the  result  of  a  rapid  council  of  generals.  It  was  too  late. 
Rcnty  held  the  hills  so  firmly  entrenched  and  fortified  tlmi 
it  was  an  idle  hope  to  carry  them  by  assault  He  might 
hurl  column  after  column  against  those  heights^  and  pass  tho  j 
day  in  seeing  his  men  mowed  to  the  earth  without  result. 

His  soldiers,  magnificent  in  the  o{>en  field,  conld  not  bftl 
relied  U|)on  to  carry  so  strong  a  position  by  sudden  stonn^l 
luid  there  was  no  time  to  be  lost.  He  felt  the  enemy  a  littlcwl 
There  was  some  sinall  skirmishing,  and  while  it  was  going] 
on,  Famcse  o|M>ned  a  tremendous  fire  across  the  river  npon] 


1590. 


CAPTURE  OF  LAONY. 


83 


Legnv.  The  weak  walb?  soon  crumbled,  a  breach  was  effected, 
the  signal  for  assault  was  given,  and  the  troops,  posted  on  the 
other  side,  after  a  brief  but  eanguiunry  struggle,  overcame  all 
resistance,  and  wore  masters  of  the  town.  The  whole  gar- 
risotL,  twelve  hundred  stnmg,  was  butchered,*^  and  the  city 
thorouglily  sacked ;  for  Faruese  had  been  brought  up  in  the 
old-fasliione<l  school  uf  Alva  and  Julian  Komero  and  Coni- 
mander  Requesens. 

Tlius  I.Agny  was  seized  before  the  eyes  of  Henry,  who 
was  forced  to  look  helplessly  on  his  great  antagonist's 
trinmpk^  He  had  come  forth  in  full  panoply  and  abuuntliiig 
confidence  to  offer  battle.  He  was  foiled  of  his  combat,  and 
be  had  lost  the  prize.  Never  was  blow  more  successfully 
parried,  a  counter-stroke  more  iugeniou.sly  planted.  The 
bridges  of  Charenton  and  8t.  Maur  now  fell  into  Farnese's 
hands  without  a  contest,  fix  an  incredibly  short  space 
of  time  pro^Tsions  and  munitions  were  poured  into  the 
starving  city,  two  thoustuid  boat-loads  arriving  in  a  single 
day.  Paris  was  relieved.*^  Alexander  had  made  his  demon- 
strntion,  and  solved  the  problem.  He  had  left  the  Nether- 
lande  against  his  judgment,  but  he  had  at  least  accomplished 
his  French  work  as  none  but  ho  could  have  done  it.  The 
king  was  now  in  worse  plight  than  ever,*^  His  army  fell  to 
pieces.  His  cavaliers,  cheated  of  their  buttle,  and  having 
neither  food  nor  forage,  rode  off  by  hundreds  every  day. 
"Onr  state  is  such,"  said  Stafford,  on  the  16th  September, 
"and  so  far  unexpoctetl  and  wonderful,  that  I  am  almost 
ashamed  to  write,  because  methinks  everybody  should  think 

Frenchmen'a  heart.'*  wnuM  Imvc  en- 
durfd  j  wliiit  ini»pl)icl*vvill  follow  t«»  us ; 
anil  Liiuiefnro  in  Ibo  in«\n  Utiw,  whito 
tlifv  rony  Ik?  prfwi'lt  li  lar,  if  lli«ro  to 
not'  present  onlor  given  to  Hend  men 
into  Flundtra  in  ruiikc  ft  present  re- 
tniiUvn  fur  the  IMoo*;  of  Piirnm,  I  do 
nf»t  only  d<»iibt,  but  1  do  ii««uro  iny- 
alf  that  wt>  shtvU  not  have  loisure  to 
tiirry  lif  rt?,  or  •.'xpe«it  the  g»K«J  that  the 
hL'Ipa  out  of  (Jt^rumny  utuy  bring  liere- 
aft^."  8tiiffnnl  to  Barghley,  ^^^'—f 
1590.    (8.  P.  Office  Mi?.) 
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CvJonio,  De  Thou,  Dondini,  Benti- 
.  Jf  ctcran,  vid  tup. 

**I  iliire  assure  yon  this  king  nm- 
nrth  IIS  hanl  a  fortune  ns  t- ver  he  did 
in  hifl  lift:/'  siiid  HtiifTon),  adding 
amncwhat  <"y  nitsiUy,  "  If  with  his  losa 
Wn»  Io«t  notlung  I  would  cure  but 
littU",  thiMtgh  wimewhat  for  Chrii*- 
tiftuily,  but  it  niiikflh  my  hiart  blei'd 
to  Ihiuk  if  tho  Rfwniard  grow  htTi'  (us 
be  ti^ginrietb  to  Bttlle,  nnd  that  deep- 
lUsr  ihtm  I  could  ev«r  bavt>  bc»li«ved 
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I  dream.  Myself  seeing  of  it  metliiaketh  that  I  dream.  Fo 
my  lord,  to  ace  an  army  such  a  one  I  tliink  aa  I  shall  neve 
see  again — especially  for  horsemen  and  gentlemen — to 
a  mind  to  disband  upon  the  taking  of  such  a  paltry  thing  tap 
Lagny,  a  town  no  better  indeed  than  Rochester,  it  is  a  thing 
80  strange  to  me  that  seeing  of  it  I  can  scarce  beliere  it. 
They  make  their  excuses  of  their  want,  which  I  know  indeed 
is  great — for  there  were  few  left  with  one  penny  in  their 
purses — hut  yet  that  extremity  could  not  be  such  but  that 
they   might   have  tarried  ten  days  or  fifteen   at   the   most 

that  the  king  desired  of  them From  six  thousand 

horse  that  we  were  and  above,  we  are  come  to  two  thousand — 
and  I  do  not  see  an  end  of  our  leave-takers,  for  those  be  hourly,^ 

"  The  most  I  can  see  we  can  make  account  of  to  tarry 
the  Viscotxnt  Turenne's  troops,  and  Monsieur  de  Chatillon'i 
and  our  Hwitzers,  and  Lanstjuenettes,  which  make  very  near^ 
five  thousand.    The  lirst  that  went  away,  though  he  sent  wonl 
to  the  king  an  hour  before  he  would  tarry,  was  the  Coont 
Soissons,  l>y  whose  parting  on  a  sudden  and  without  leave* 
taking,  we  judge  a  discontentment."" 

Tlie  king's  army  seemed  fading  into  air.     IVIaking  vir 
of  necessity  ho  withdrew  to  St  Denis,  and  decided  to 
band  his  forces,  reserving  to  himself  only  a  flying  camp  witllj 
which  to  harass  the  enemy  as  often  as  opjwrtunity  should  offerjT 

It  must  be  confessed  that  the  BL'arnese  had  been  thoroughly! 
out-geueralled.  "It  was  not  God*B  wiU,"  said  Stafford,  who 
had  l>een  in  constant  atten<iance  upon  Henry  through  the 
whole  business ;  "  we  deserved  it  not ;  for  the  king  might  as 
easily  have  had  Paris  as  drunk,  four  or  five  times.  And 
at  tlie  last,  if  he  had  not  comniitti'd  those  faults  that  children 
would  not  have  done,  only  with  the  desire  to  fight  and  give 
the  battle  (which  the  other  never  meant),  he  had  had  it  ia 
the  Duke  of  Parma's  sight  as  he  took  Lagny  in  ours."*'  He 
had  been  foiled  of  the  battle  on  which  he  had  set  his  hearti 
and  in  which  he  felt  confident  of  overthrowing  the  great 
captain  of  the  age,  and  trampling  the  League  under  his  feet. 


Btaflbrd  to  BurgUcy,  j*   Supt,  1590.    (8.  P.  Office  MS.) 
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His  capital  jiist  ready  to  sink  exhausted  into  his  liaods  had 
been  wrested  from  liis  grasp,  and  was  alive  with  new  hope 
and  new  defiance.  The  League  was  triumphant,  his  own 
army  scattering  to  tlie  four  winds.  Even  a  man  of  high 
courage  and  sagacity  might  have  been  in  despair.  Yet  never 
were  the  magnificent  hopt^fulness,  the  wise  audacity  of 
Henry  more  tiignally  manifested  than  now  when  he  seemed 
most  blundering  and  most  forlorn.  His  hardy  nature  ever 
met  disaster  with  so  cheerful  a  smile  as  almost  to  perplex 
disaster  herself. 

UnwilJing  to  relinquish  his  grip  without  a  last  effort,  he 
resolved  on  a  midnight  assault  upon  Paris.  Hoping  that  the 
joy  at  being  relieved,  the  unwonted  fea^sting  which  had  suc- 
ceeded the  long  fasting,  and  the  coi»sciousness  of  security  from 
the  presence  of  the  combined  armies  of  the  victorious  League, 
would  throw  garrison  and  citizens  off  their  guard,  he  came 
into  the  neighbourhood  of  the  Faubourgs  St  Jacques,  St. 
Ckrmain,  St.  Marcel,  and  St,  Michel  on  the  night  of  9th 
September,  A  desperate  effort  was  made  to  escalade  the 
walla  between  St.  Jacques  and  St  Germain.  It  was  foiled, 
not  by  the  soldiers  nor  the  citizens,  but  by  the  sleepless 
Jesuits,  who,  as  often  before  during  this  memorable  siege,  had 
kept  guard  on  the  ramparts,  and  who  now  gave  the  alarm.** 
The  first  assailants  were  hurled  from  their  ladders,  the  city 
was  roused,  and  the  Duke  of  Nemours  was  soon  on  the  spot, 
ordering  burning  pitch  hoops,  stones,  and  other  missiles  to  be 
thrown  down  upon  the  invaders.  The  escalade  was  baftled ; 
yet  once  more  that  night,  just  before  dawn,  the  king  in 
person  renewed  the  attack  on  the  Faubourg  St*  Germain. 
The  faithful  Staffonl  stood  by  his  sidfj  in  the  trenches,  and 
woB  witness  to  his  cool  determination,  liis  indomitable  hope. 
La  None  too  was  there,  and  was  wounded  in  the  leg — an 
accident  the  results  of  whicii  were  soon  to  cause  much  weep- 
ing through  Christendom.*^  Had  one  of  those  garlands  of 
blazing  tar  which  all  night  had  been  fluttering  from  the  walls 

"  "  AowlieToa  IO0  primerofi  i  In  mumlla  Im  padres  JeauitaH,  ffxnatloe  per  el 
"'i  FdukIjco  Xuatus  E^paLol,"  &c.    Culotna,  iii,  51.        ^  Meteren,  ubi  nup. 
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of  Paris  alighted  by  chance  on  the  king's  head  there  might 
have   been  another  history  of  France.     The   ladders,   too, 
proved  several  feet  too  short,  and  there  were   too   few   of. 
them.     Had  they  been  more  nnmerons  and  longer,  the  talo  I 
might  have  been  a  different  one.    As  it  was,  the  king  was 
fori'od  to  retire  with  the  approaehing  daylight.™ 

The  characteristics  of  the  great  couiniander  of  the  Hugue- 
nots and  of  the  Leaguers'  chieftain   respectively  were  well 
illustmted  in  several  incidents  of  this  memorable  campaign^ 
Farnese   had   been   infrjrmed   by   scouts   and   spies  of  tbi»l 
intended  assault  by  Henry  on  the  walls  of  Paris.     ^Vith  hiaj 
habitual  caution  he  discredited  the  story.'*     Had  he  believed) 
it,  he  might  have  followed  the  king  in  overwhelming  forcaj 
and  taken  bini  captive.    The  penalty  of  Heurj-'s  unparalleled  < 
boldness  was  thus  remitted  by  Alexander's  exuberant  dis- 
cretion. 

Soon  afterwards  Farnese  laid  siege  to  Corbeil.     This  little 
place — owing  to  the  extraordinary  skill  and  determination  of 
its  commandnnt,  Rigaut,  an  old  Huguenot  officer,  who  hadj 
fotightwith  La  None  iu  Flanders — rt-sisted  for   nearly  four) 
weeks.    It  was  assaulted  at  last,  liigaut  killed,  the  garrigoii| 
of  <me  thousand  French  soldiers  put  to   the  sword,  and  iho 
town  sacked.     With  the  fall  of  CorbeU  both  the  Seine  and , 
Marne  were  re-opened." 

Alexander  then  made  a  visit  to  Paris,  where  he  was  received 


•*'  Oiloniu.  I)«ntivo},'lio,  Dnndiiii,  De 
Thou,  Meti-reij,  ubi  mp.  "  Tht'  kiiij? 
to  stay  awliiU',  hia  tntupg  to^i-tlxer  hud 
Ml  ontcrpris4)  nn  Vuris  tUis  day 
se'niglit  ut  ui^bt,  nuil.  wiih  orHiie  in- 
tclli^ceiR'e  thnt  be  aaid  bo  Lad  in  it 
viiiob  I  wuld  perceive  no  t<»ken  of, 
bad  an  entt'tpnee  to  take  it  bv  t'scft- 
larlp,  nnd  t'>  tbat  purjioBo  bud  6000 
fuotnum  nnd  I'idO  iioree  that  piu»t;d 
the  brid^t)  that  be  bad  iniide  at 
Grmfohir  with  l>Oiit«.  The  kinf(  him- 
Belf  was  iu  the  eiitcrpriHC,  loid  1  with 
him.  and  in  tbe  dik-h  witb  hitu, 
tJioUf^h  when  hp  tr)ld  me  the  niflmu-r 
1  Miw  it  ini|Kn*iihle,  ytt  1  went  witli 
Itiiu  lH<cun«>e  be  nhould  nut  tmy  I  w)u« 
•ninfit  it  fur  fear.  Kut  when  wcemuu 
tbiere  our  luddef*  wuro  tou  short  by 


firo  foot,  tbe  lanne  in  the  town  i 
liuur  before  aud  no  warvl  of  any  infei 
lijiinre,  and  so  wo  ntirad  nithon 
Wt\»,  which  I  djire  aMure  yen 
kinx  ndght  Intve  luul  above  five  ti 
witbin  tJiCide  Hve  moutba,  bat  h«  ia  too 
good  a  kiu^,  and  lovcth  iiifl  ml^eet* 
too  well  that  bate  him  dctully.  Th 
was  u|Hiu  the  ntum  <»f  tliut  entct] 
no  htiiy.  but  everj'lmily  would  be  l, 
and  the  king,  seeing^  that  Uiere 
no  rtn>«iy,  guvo  tbeni  Uirvo  on  ja 
tuiae  of  iieturu."  Stofiurd  to  ~ 
ley.  Sept,  "^  loOO.     (S.  P.  Offloe  ! 

•'  Glioma,  iii.  51« 

"  Othmift,  iii.  51,  aeqq.    Bcntiv 
tin,  Dotidiui,   De  Tboa,  Metervn, 
tup. 
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with  great  enthusiasm.  The  legate,  whose  efforts  and  whose 
money  had  so  much  contributed  to  the  sticcessfnl  29  August, 
defence  of  the  capital,  had  returned  to  Italy  to  ^^^^* 
participate  in  the  election  of  a  now  pope.  For  the  *'  Hugue^ 
I  not  pope Z''**  Sixtus  V.,  had  died  at  the  end  of  August,  having 
never  bestowed  on  the  League  any  of  his  vast  accumulated 
treasures  to  help  it  hi  its  utmost  need.  It  was  not  surprising 
that  Philip  was  indignant,  and  ha<i  resorted  to  menace  of 
various  kinds  against  the  holy  fatlier,  when  he  found  him 
swaying  so  perceptibly  in  the  direction  of  the  hated  Bearnese. 
0[  course  when  he  died  his  complaint  was  believed  to  be 
Spanish  poison.  In  those  days,  none  but  the  very  ohaciire 
ere  thought  capable  of  dying  natural  deaths,  and  Phihp  was 
semed  too  consummate  an  artist  to  allow  so  formidnble  an 
adversary  as  Sixtus  to  pass  away  in  God's  time  only.  Cer- 
tainly liis  death  was  hailed  as  matter  of  great  rejoicing  by 
the  Spanish  party  in  Itome,  and  as  much  ignominy  be^stowed 
upon  Ids  memory  as  if  he  had  been  a  heretic  ;  while  in  Paris 
his  decease  was  celebrated  with  Iwnlires  and  other  marks 
of  popular  hilarity.** 

To  circumvent  the  great  Huguenot's  reconciliation  with  the 
Roman  Church  was  of  course  an  indispcnxable  jKirtion  of 
Philips  plan ;  for  none  could  be  so  dull  as  not  to  perceive 
that  the  resistance  of  Paris  to  its  heretic  sovereign  would 
cease  to  be  very  effective,  so  soon  as  the  sovereign  had  ceased 
to  be  heretic.  It  was  most  important  therefore  that  the  suc- 
cessor of  Sixtus  should  be  the  tool  of  Spain.  The  leading 
rOonfederates  were  well  aware  of  Henry's  mtentions  to  renounce 
the  reformed  faith,  and  to  return  to  the  communion  of  Rome 
whenever  he  could  furnially  accomplish  that  measure.  Tlie 
crafty  Beamese  knew  full  well  that  the  road  to  Paris  lay 
through  the  gates  of  Koine.  Yet  it  is  proof  either  of  the  privacy 
with  which  great  public  matters  were  then  transacted,  or  of  the 
extraordinary  powers  of  deceit  with  wliich  Henry  was  gifted, 

•  At  Pftris  the  TK.pe  is  aocounte.1        w  gtiiffcnl    to   Bnrghley.   ^*   Sept. 
rUu^euot/      Lylyt«WHl.ngh.a,.    ^..^^     .s.  P.  OflJ.e  MB.;    ui  Thou. 
April      1590.     (S.  P.  Office  MS.)  t.  xi.  lib.  U7,  pp.  li70-273. 
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that  the  leaders  of  protestantism  were  still  hoodwinked  in 
regard  to  his  attitude.  Notwithstanding  the  embassy  of 
Luxembourgf,  and  the  many  other  indications  of  the  king's 
intentions,  Queen  Elizabeth  continued  to  regard  him  as  the 
great  champion  of  the  reformed  faith.  She  had  just  sent  him 
an  emerald,  which  she  had  herself  worn,  accompanied  by  the 
expression  of  her  wish  that  the  king  in  wearing  it  might  never 
strike  a  blow  without  demolishing  an  enemy,  and  that  in  his 
farther  progress  he  might  put  all  his  enemies  to  rout  and 
confuaiou.  "  You  will  remind  the  king,  too,"  she  added, 
•'  that  the  emerald  has  this  virtue,  never  to  break  80  long  om 
faith  remains  entire  and  firm.^ 

And  the  shrewd  Stafford,  who  was  in  daily  attendance  upon 
him,  informed  his  sovereign  that  there  were  no  symptoms  of 
wavering  on  Henry's  part  **  The  Catholics  here,"  said  he, 
"  cr>"  hard  upon  the  king  to  be  a  Catholic  or  else  that  he  is 
lost.,  and  they  would  pursoade  him  that  for  all  their  calling 
in  the  Spaniards,  both  Paris  and  all  otlier  towns  will  yield  to 
him,  if  he  will  but  assure  them  tlmt  he  will  become  a  Catholic. 
For  my  part,  I  think  they  would  laugh  at  him  when  he  had 
done  8o»  and  so  I  find  he  beheveth  the  same,  if  he  had  mind 
to  it,  which  I  find  no  tlis^wsitiou  in  him  unto  it.*'*^  The  not 
very  distant  future  was  to  show  what  the  disposition  of  the  bold 
Gascon  really  was  in  this  gi*eat  matter,  and  whether  ho  wis 
likely  to  reap  nothing  but  ridicule  fi-om  his  ai>ostiLsy,  should 
it  indeed  become  a  fact.  Meantime  it  was  the  opinion  of  the 
wisest  sovereign  in  Europe,  and  of  one  of  the  most  adroit 
among  her  diplomatists,  that  there  was  really  nothing  in 
the  runiouj's  us  to  the  king's  contemplated  conversion. 

It  was,  of  course,  unfortunate  for  Eenry  that  his  staunch 
friend  and  admirer  Sixttis  was  no  more.  But  English  diplo- 
macy could  do  but  little  in  Rome,  and  men  were  trembling 
with  apprehension   lest   that  arch-enemy  of  Elizabeth,  that 

**  "VooB  fcrtz  BOuvenir  uu  roi  f][Ue  '  her  «>raing  from  hunting. "  13  Aiig< 
reftnicrandc  a  cvsie  verta  de  no  pjiiit     1590.     iS.  P,  Office  M8.) 
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foy  demcuK^  etiticro  nt  fenue,"  Qucou 
to  tlio  French  AnibasajMlnr,  "from 
OftUiinda,  on  a  Baturduy  night,  ufttr 
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deToted  friend  of  Philip,  the  English  Cardinal  Allen,  should 
be  elected  to  the  papal  throne.  "Great  ado  is  made  in 
Rome,"  said  Stafford,  '*by  the  Spanish  ambassador,  by  all 
corruptions  and  ways  that  may  be,  to  make  a  pope  that  must 
needs  depend  and  be  altogether  at  the  King  of  Spain's  devo- 
tion. If  the  princes  of  Italy  put  not  their  hands  unto  it,  no 
doubt  they  will  have  their  wills,  and  1  fear  greatly  our 
villanous  Allen,  for,  in  my  judgment,  I  can  comprehend  no 
man  more  with  reason  to  be  tied  altogether  to  the  King  of 
Spain's  will  than  he.  I  pray  God  send  him  either  to  God  or  the 
l>e?il  first.  An  evil-minded  Englislimau,  tied  to  the  King  of 
Spain  by  necessity,  finding  almost  four  milliouB  of  money,  is  a 
dangertms  beast  for  a  pope  in  this  time."  " 

Cardinid  jVllen  was  doomed  to  disappjintment.  His  candi- 
dacy was  not  successful,  and,  after  the  brief  reign — thirteen 
days  long — of  Urban  VII.,  Sfondmto  wore  the  triple  tiara 
with  the  title  of  Gregory  XIV.  Before  the  year  closed,  that 
pontifi*  had  issued  a  brief  urging  the  necessity  of  extirpating 
heresy  in  France,  and  of  electing  a  Catholic  king,  and  assert- 
ing his  determination  to  send  to  Paris — that  bulwark  of  the 
Catiiolic  faith — not  empty  words  alone  but  troops,  to  be  paid 
fifteen  thousand  cro^raa  of  gold  each  mouth,  so  long  as  the  city 
should  need  assistance.'*  It  was  therefore  probable  that  the 
great  leader  of  the  Huguenots,  now  that  he  had  been  defeated 
by  Famese,  and  that  his  capital  was  still  loyal  to  the  League, 
would  obtain  leas  favour — however  conscientiously  he  might 
instruct  himself — from  Gregory  XIV.  than  he  had  begun  to 
find  in  the  eyes  of  Sixtus  after  the  triumph  of  Ivry. 

Parma  refreshed  his  array  by  a  fortnight  s  repose,  and  early 
in  November  determined  on  his  return  to  the  Netherlands. 
The  Leaguers  were  aghast  at  his  decision,  and  earnestly 
besought  him  to  remain.  But  the  duke  had  given  them  back 
tlieir  capital,  and  although  this  had  been  accomplished  without 
much  blooilshed  in  their  army  or  his  own,  sickness  was  now 
making  sad  ravages  among  his  troops,  and  there  was  small 
supply  of  food  or  forage  for  such  large  forces  as  had  now  been 
•7  MS,  ktter  huti  cited.  ^  Do  Thou.  t.  xi.  lib.  97.  p.  34a 
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accumulated  in  the  Deighbourhood  of  Paris.  Moreover,  dis- 
Beusions  were  breaking  out  between  tbe  Spaniards,  Italiann, 
and  Netherhinders  of  tlie  relieving  army  with  tlieir  French 
allies.  Thfi  soldiers  and  j)easaDts  hated  the  foreigners  who 
cann?  there  as  victors,  even  although  to  assist  the  Leaguere  ia 
overtlirowing  the  laws,  government,  and  nationality  of  France. 
The  stragglers  and  wounded  on  Farnese  s  march  were  killed 
by  the  country  people  in  eousiderable  numbers,  and  it  was  a 
pure  impossibility  for  him  longer  to  delay  his  return  to  the 
provinces  which  so  much  against  his  will  he  had  deserted. 

He  mnrched  l>ack  by  way  of  Chamjiagne  rather  than  by 
that  of  Pimrdy,  in  order  to  deceive  the  king.  Scarcely  had 
he  arrived  in  Champagne  when  he  heard  of  the  retaking  of 
Ijjiguy  and  Corbeil.  So  soon  as  liis  back  w^as  turned,  tlie 
League  thus  showed  its  impotence  to  retain  the  advantage 
which  his  genius  had  won.  Corbeil,  which  had  cost  him  a 
month  of  hard  work,  was  ret-aptured  in  two  days.  Lagny  fell 
almost  as  quickly.  Earnestly  did  the  confederates  implore  him 
to  return  to  their  rescue,  but  hedeclined  almost  contemptuously 
to  retrace  his  steps.  His  march  was  conducted  in  the  stime  order 
and  with  the  same  precision  which  had  nnirked  his  a<lvanoe. 
il«.'nn%  witli  his  flying  camp,  hung  up^^pn  his  track,  harassing 
liim  now  in  front,  now  in  rear,  now  in  flank.  None  of  the 
skinnislu'S  were  of  much  military  imi>ortance.  A  single 
cavalry  combat,  however,  in  which  old  Marshal  Biron  was 
nearly  siuTounfkMl  aiiid  was  in  imminent  danger  of  death  or 
capture,  until  chivalrously  rescued  by  the  king  in  person  at 
the  head  of  a  squadron  of  lancers,  will  always  jxissess  romantic 
interest,*'  In  a  subsequent  encounter,  near  Baroges  on  the 
Vesle,  Henry  had  sent  Biron  forward  with  a  few^  companit-s  of 
horee  to  engage  some  five  hundred  carabineers  of  Famese  oa 
their  march  towards  the  frontier,  and  had  himself  followed 
close  ujxjn  the  track  with  his  usual  eagenniss  to  witness  cm* 
particijiate  in  every  battle.     Suddenly  Alphonse  Corse,  who 


••  BoDtivoglJ^v,  p.  n.  lib.  V.  348. 340.    Dondini.  ii.  368,  won.    Coloma,  iu.  5«, . 
*»•   5«P**'  *^  ^0  '^i"«'«  actions  by  Grinurtone,  23-28  Nov.  1590.    (&  P. ' 
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rode  at  Henry's  side,  pointed  out  to  hini,  not  more  than  a 
hundred  paces  off,  an  officer  wearing  a  felt  hat,  a  great  mff, 
and  a  little  fniTed  cassock,  mounted  on  a  horse  without 
armour  or  caparisons,  gulioping  up  and  down  and  brandisliing 
his  sword  at  tlio  carabineers  to  compel  them  to  fall  back. 
This  was  the  Duke  of  Parma,  and  thus  the  two  great  cham- 
pions of  the  Huguenots  and  oi"  tfie  Leaguers — the  two  foremost 
captains  of  the  age — had  met  fac-ti  to  face."*'  At  that  moment 
La  None,  riding  up,  informed  the  king  that  he  had  seen  the 
whole  of  the  enemy's  liorse  and  foot  in  battle  array,  and 
Henry,  suspecting  the  retreat  uf  Farnese  to  be  a  feint  for  iho 
purpose  of  luring  him  on  with  his  small  force  to  an  attack, 
gave  orders  to  retire  as  soon  as  possible.'"' 

At  Guise,  on  the  frontier,  the  duke  pai'ted  with  Mayonne, 
leaving  with  him  an  auxiliary  force  of  four  thousand  foot  and 
five  hundred  horse,  which  ho  could  ill  spare.  He  then  re- 
turned to  Brussels,  which  city  he  reached  on  the  4th  4  Dec 
December,  filling  every  hotel  and  hospital  with  his  *^'•^^• 
«ick  Boldiere,  and  Imving  left  one-third  of  his  numbers  behind 
him.  Ho  had  manifested  his  gwti  militar}^  skill  in  the  adroit 
and  successful  manner  in  which  he  had  accomph'shed  the 
relief  of  Paris,  while  the  barrenness  of  the  result  from  the 
.e  expedition  vindicated  the  political  siigacity  with  which 

liad  remonstrated  against  his  sovereign's  infatuation. 

Paris,  with  the  renewed  pressure  on  its  two  great  arteries 
at  I^Agny  and  Corbc'il,  soon  fell  into  as  great  danger  as  before; 
the  obedient  Netherlands  during  the  absence  of  Farnese  had 
be^n  sinking  rapidly  to  ruin,  while,  on  the  other  hand,  great 
jirogress  and  still  greater  preparations  in  aggressive  warfare 
had  been  made  by  the  youthtul  general  and  stadholder  of  the 
iiepublic.'^ 


•w  Grintttnm''8  letter,  MS.  last 
Icitcd.  Compare  GoloaiA,  DoD(iiDi, 
f  Bentivoglto,  itW  tup, 

Col(>n»i,   Doiidini,    Ik^ntivoglin, 
tmip,  Ve  TiiOH.  t.  xi.  lib.  p.  97,  'lOo, 
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Prince  Ifanriee  —  State  of  the  Republican  wmoy  —  Marliftl  epJence  of  the  period 
^  Refonnntiori  of  the  military  system  by  Prince  Maurice  —  His  mililAry 
genius— Cimpaign  in  the  NethcrLinils  —  The*  ftrt  ftud  town  of  Zutplien 
tiikeu  by  tlie  Stiitea'  forrea  —  Altjtck  upon  Devouter  —  Ita  capihilution  — 
AdvHiu'e  on  Groiiingen,  Delfryl,  Gpsilup,  YemcntU,  Steenwyk,  and  other 
pluoca —  Farneae  bcsiegcH  Fort  KriotlscDburj^  —  Prince  Alaurico  husteiu  to 
ita  ri4iif — A  bkirBmh  ensues  rPHulting  in  the  disroomfiture  of  the  8panidl 
and  Mnliiin  tmopti  —  Surrender  of  Hui^t  and  Nyinegen — Clooe  of  militaiy 
opctutioufl  of  tht;  year. 

While  the  events  revealed  in  tlie  last  chapter  had  been 
occu[»yifig  the  eucrj^nes  of  Farnese  and  the  resources  of  his 
•overeign,  there  had  been  ample  room  for  Prince  lHaurice  to 
mature  his  projects,  and  to  make  a  satisfactory  beginning  in 
the  field.  Although  Alexander  had  returned  to  the  Nether- 
lands before  the  end  of  the  year  1590,  and  did  not  set  forth 
on  his  second  French  campaign  nntil  late  in  the  following 
year,  yet  the  condition  of  his  health,  the  exhaustion  of  his 
funds,  and  the  dwindling  of  his  army,  made  it  impossible  for 
liim  to  render  any  effectual  opposition  to  the  projects  of  tlie 
youthful  general. 

For  the  firs*  time  Jlaurice  was  ready  to  put  his  theories 
and  studies  into  practice  on  an  extensive  scale.  Compared 
with  modern  armaments,  the  warlike  machinery  to  be  used 
for  liberating  the  republic  frcjm  its  foreign  oppressors  would 
seem  almost  diminutive.  But  the  science  and  skill  of  a 
commander  are  to  lie  judged  by  the  results  he  can  work 
out  with  the  materials  within  reach.  His  progress  is  to  be 
measured  by  a  comparison  with  the  progress  of  his  contem- 
l^raries — coheirs  with  him  of  what  Time  had  thus  far 
be<|ueath«.'d. 

The  regular  army  of  the  republic,  as  reconstructed,  waa 
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but  ten  thoQsand  foot  and  two  thousand  horse,  but  it  was  ca- 
pable of  being  largely  expanded  by  the  trainbands  of  the  cities, 
well  disciplined  and  enured  to  hardship,  and  by  the  levies  of 
German  reitere  and  other  foreign  auxiliaries  in  such  numbers 
as  could  be  paid  for  by  the  hard-pressed  exchequer  of  the 
provinces. 

To  the  state-council,  according  to  its  original  constitution, 
belonged  the  levying  and  disbanding  of  troops,  the  conferring 
of  military  offices,  and  the  supervision  of  military  operations 
by  sea  and  land.  It  was  its  duty  to  see  that  all  officers  made 
oatli  of  allegiance  to  the  United  Provinces. 

The  course  of  Leicester's  administration,  and  especially 
the  fatal  treason  of  Stanley  and  of  York,  made  it  seem  im- 
portant for  the  true  lovers  of  their  country  to  wi-est  from  the 
state-council,  where  the  English  had  two  seats,  all  pulidcAl 
and  military  power.  And  this,  as  has  been  seen,  was  prac- 
tically but  illegally  accomplished.  The  silent  revolution  by 
which  at  tlu's  epoch  all  the  main  attributes  of  goveniment 
passed  into  the  hands  of  the  States-General — acting  as  a 
league  of  sovereignties — has  already  been  indicated.  The 
period  during  which  the  council  exercised  functions  conferred 
on  it  by  the  States-General  themselves  was  brief  and  evan- 
escent. The  jealousy  of  the  separate  provinces  soon  prevented 
the  state-council — a  supreme  executive  body  entrusted  with 
the  general  defence  of  the  commonwealth — from  causing 
troops  to  pass  into  or  out  of  one  province  or  another  without 
a  patent  from  his  Excellency  the  Prince,  not  as  chief  of  the 
whole  army,  but  as  governor  and  captain-general  of  Holland^ 
or  Gelderland,  or  Utrecht,  as  the  case  might  be. 

The  highest  military  office  in  the  Netherlands  was  that  of 
captain-general  or  supreme  commander.  This  quality  was 
from  earliest  times  united  to  that  of  stadholder,  who  stood,  as 
his  title  implied,  in  the  place  of  the  reigning  sovereign,  whether 
count,  duke,  king,  or  emperor.  After  the  foundation  of  the  Re- 
public this  dynastic  form,  like  many  others,  remained,  and  thus 
Prince  Maurice  was  at  lirst  only  captain-general  of  Holland 
and  Zealand,  and  subsequently  nf  Gelderland,  Utrecht,  and 
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Overyssel,  after  he  hod  been  appoiuted  stadholder  of  thoee 
tliree  provinces  in  1590  on  the  death  of  Ck)unt  Nieiiwenaar. 

JIcnvL'ver  iimoh  in  reality  lie  was  pfoneral- in-chief  of  the 
army,  ho  never  in  all  his  life  held  the  appointment  of 
captaiu-geiieral  of  the  Union. 

To  obtain  a  captain  g  commission  in  the  army,  it  was  nece»» 
sary  to  have  served  four  years,  while  three  years'  service  was 
the  necessary  preliminary  to  the  post  of  lieutenant  or  ensigiL 
Three  candidates  were  presented  hy  the  province  for  each 
office,  from  whom  the  stadholder  appointed  one.  The  com- 
niiasions,  except  those  of  the  highest  commamlers,  were  made 
out  in  the  name  of  the  States-General,  by  advice  and  consent 
of  the  conncil  of  state.  Tlie  oath  of  allegiance,  exacted  from 
Boldiera  as  well  as  oflicers,  mentioned  the  name  of  the  particu- 
lar province  to  which  they  belonged,  as  well  as  that  of  the 
States-General.'  It  thus  appears  that,  especially  after 
Maurice's  first  and  successful  campaigns,  the  supreme  autho- 
rity over  the  army  really  belonged  to  the  States-General,  and 
that  the  |)owers  of  the  state-council  in  this  regard  fell,  in  the 
course  of  four  years,  more  and  more  into  the  back-ground, 
and  at  last  disappeared  almost  entirely.  During  the  active 
period  of  the  war,  however,  the  effect  of  this  revolution  was 
in  fact  rather  a  greater  concentration  of  military  power  than 
its  dispersion,  for  the  States-General  meant  simply  the  province 
of  Holland.     Holland  was  the  republic. 

*  For    example,    the    ooth    for 


example,  the  ooth  for  a 
snldier  of  Holland  waa: — I  proini«t> 
and  awcar  to  the  Stftteb-Gcneml  of  iLe 
UniU^I  Netiierlanda  who  remain  by 
the  Union,  and  hy  the  maintenance  uf 
tlic  rt'f  »nin>ii|  rt'liiijion,  imd  also  to  the 
knigliis,  nobler,  und  re^onta  (magis- 
trattt;).  of  tlie  countMhip  und  province 
of  Holland  n-prtsentinf^  the-  Slaters  of 
■aid  pruvincii.  lOid  therewith  to  the 
Statics  of  tbe  otlicr  provincea  in  which 
I  ncdiy  be  cmpIoyiHl,  nnrl  also  to  the 
rogenta  uf  th«  cities  hb  well  within  as 
ivititout  ihe  [trovince  of  Hollund  where 
I  may  ha  plaot'il  in  garrison  Ut  he  faith- 
ful and  tnie.  Kee  '  Jounmml  vnn  An- 
thoaia  Duyek'  ';15U1-I«X»2) :  nitge- 
gvTcn  op  I'iut  van  htt  Deportonient 
Tan  Oorlog,  met  luleiding  en  Aantee- 


keningen  door  Lodewijk  Malder,  Kii- 
[)it^iii  der  Infniiterie.  b  Giavouhasv 
Martitiua  Nyhofl*.  iaij2,  pp.  xlvixlvii. 
All  lovers  of  Dutch  hii^tory  laxui  tSa- 
cenly  rejoice  thiH  this  v^duable  ooo* 
ti-mporTU7'  nintiu>ieript  is  at  Inst  in 
omir^e  of  pnhlieation,  und  that  it  is  in 
the  hncdH  of  i«u  necompliidied  and  ahlfl 
an  ediU:)r.  I  nni  nuder  tho  Afcmat 
obligations  to  CHptnin  MaJder  for  tha 
iufonnalion  deriTod^  in  fegard  to  tlM 
military  history  of  this  epoch  in  th« 
Nithfrluud^  From  hi«  It  an)(.*<l  and  lucid 
inlrfxluction,  and  in  drawing  laigvlj 
and  almoHt  excluKivi-ly  from  tliia  soavm 
in  the  first  part  of  ihf  pr^^nt  chopter* 
1  desire  tn  express  my  thanks  in 
warmeHt  mauner. 
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Tlie  oiganization  of  tlie  infantry  was  very  simple.  Tlio 
tactical  unit  M-as  the  company.  A  temporary  cumbination  of 
several  compinies  made  a  regiment,  commanded  by  a  colonel 
or  lieutonant-colonel,  but  for  such  regiments  there  was  no 
regular  organization-  Sometimes  six  or  seven  companies 
were  thus  combined,  sometimes  three  times  tliat  numbt^r,  but 
the  strength  of  a  force,  however  large,  was  always  estimated 
by  the  number  of  companies,  not  of  regiments.* 

The  normal  strength  of  an  infantry  eompany,  at  the  begin- 
ning of  3Iaurice'8  career,  may  be  stated  at  onu  hundred  and 
thirteen,  commanded  by  one  captain,  one  lieutenant,  one 
ensign,  and  by  the  usual  non-commissirtnrd  oflicers.  Each 
company  was  composed  of  musketeers,  harquebussr^ers,  pike- 
men,  halberdeers,  and  buckler-men.  Long  after  |X)rfabIe 
firearms  had  come  into  use,  the  greater  portion  of  foot  sol- 
diers continued  to  be  armed  with  pikes,  until  the  introduction 
of  the  fiied  bayonet  enabled  the  musketeer  to  do  likewise  the 
duty  of  pikeman.  Maurice  was  among  the  first  to  appreciate 
the  advantage  of  pDrtable  firearms,  and  ho  accordingly  in- 
creased the  propiirtion  of  soldiers  armed  with  the  musket  in 
his  companies.  In  a  comi)any  of  a  hundred  and  thirteen, 
including  officers,  he  had  sixty-four  anned  with  firelocks  to 
thirty  carrying  pikes  and  halberds.  As  before  his  time  the 
proportion  between  the  arms  had  been  nearly  even,  he  thus 

Tc  than  doubled  the  nimiber  of  firearms.^ 

Of  these  weapons  there  were  two  sorts,  the  musket  and  the 
harquebus.  The  musket  was  a  long,  heavy,  immanageable 
instrument  When  fired  it  wtw  placed  upon  an  iron  gaffle 
or  fork,  which  the  soldier  carried  with  him,  and  stuck  before 
him  into  the  ground.  The  bullets  of  tlie  musket  were  twelve 
to  tlie  jjound.* 

The  ha^iuebus — or  hak-bus,  huok-gim,  so  called  because  of 
tlie  hook  in  the  front  part  of  the  barrel  to  give  steadiness  in 
firing — was  much  lighter,  was  discharged  from  the  htvnd,  and 
carried  bullets  of  twenty-four  to  the  pound.  Ii<.Hh  weapons 
had  matchlocks.* 
-  Mulder.  Inleiding.  I.  li.         ""  IbiJ.  li.  lit,  '  Ibid.  liv.        *  Ibid,  liv.-lii. 
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The  pike  was  eighteen  feet  long  at  least,  and  pikemen  as 
well  as  halberdsmen  carried  rapiers,*  i 

Thoro  were  three  buckler-men  to  each  company,  intro- 
duced by  Maurice  for  the  personal  protection  of  the  leader  of 
the  company.  The  prince  was  often  attended  by  one  himself, 
and,  on  at  least  one  memorable  occasion,  was  indebted  to  this 
shield  for  the  preservation  of  his  life.' 

The  cavalry  was  divided  into  lancers  and  carabineers.  The 
unit  was  the  squadron,  varying  in  number  from  sixty  to  ono 
hundred  and  fifty,  until  the  year  1591,  when  the  regular  com- 
plement of  the  squadron  was  fixed  at  one  hundred  and 
twenty.^ 

As  the  use  of  cavalry  on  the  battle-field  at  that  day,  or  at 
least  in  the  Netherlands,  was  not  in  rapidity  of  motion,  nor  in 
severity  of  shock — the  attack  usually  taking  place  on  a  trot 
— Maurice  gradually  displaced  the  lance  in  favour  of  the 
carbine.*  His  troopers  thus  became  rather  mounted  infantry 
than  rcgidar  cavalr)'. 

The  carbine  was  at  least  three  feet  long,  with  wheel-locks, 
and  carried  bullets  of  thirty  to  the  pound.'* 

Tbe  artillery  was  a  peculiar  organization.  It  was  a  guild 
of  citizens,  rather  than  a  strictly  military  force  like  the 
cavalry  and  infantry.  The  arm  had  but  just  begun  to  develope 
itself,  and  it  was  cultivated  as  a  special  trade  by  the  guild  of 
the  holy  Barbara  existing  in  all  the  principal  cities.  Thus  a 
municipal  artillery  gradually  organized  it<>elf,  under  the  direc- 
tion of  the  gun-masters  (bus-meesters),  who  in  secret  laboured 
at  the  perfection  of  their  art,  and  who  taught  it  to  their  ap- 
prentices and  joumeyraeu,  as  the  principles  of  other  crafts 
were  conveyed  by  master  to  pupil.  This  system  furnished  a 
powerful  element  of  defence  at  a  period  when  every  city  had 
in  great  measure  to  provide  for  its  own  safety." 

In  the  earlier  campaigns  of  Maurice  three  kinds  of  artilleiy 
were  used  ;  tbe  whole  cannon  (kartow)  of  forty-eight  pounds; 
the  half-cannon,  or  twenty-four  pounder,  and  the  field>pieoe 


•  Mulder,  Uv.-lijL 
"»  Ibid. 


t  Ibid. 


»  Ibi<L 
"  Iliid.  lix^lxxiv. 


Ibid. 
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canying  a  ball  of  twelve  pounds.  The  two  first  were  called 
battering  pieces  or  siege-guns.   All  the  guns  were  of  bronze.'* 

The  length  of  tlie  whole  cannon  was  about  twelve  feet ;  its 
weight  one  hundred  and  fifty  times  that  of  the  ball,  or  about 
seven  thousand  pounds.  It  was  reckoned  that  the  whole 
kartow  could  fire  from  eighty  io  one  hundred  shots  in  an 
hour.  Wet  hair  cloths  were  ust>d  to  cool  the  piece  after  every 
ten  or  twelve  dischai'gcj*.  Tlio  usual  charge  was  twenty 
pounds  of  powder.'^ 

The  whole  gun  was  drawn  by  thirty-one  horses,  the  half- 
cannon  by  twenty- three.'* 

The  field-piece  required  eleven  horses,  but  a  regular  field- 
artillery,  as  an  integml  part  of  the  army,  did  not  exist,  and 
was  introduced  in  much  later  times.  In  tlio  greatest  pitched 
batfle  ever  fought  by  Maurice,  that  of  Nieuport,  he  had  but 
six  field-pieces.'^ 

The  prince  also  employed  mortars  in  his  sieges,  frotn  which 
were  thrown  grenades,  hot  shot,  and  stones ;  but  no  greater 
distance  was  reached  than  six  himdred  yards.  Bomb-shells 
were  not  often  used  although  they  had  been  known  for  a 
ceutUT}'.'* 

Before  the  days  of  Maurice  a  special  education  for^  en- 
gineers had  never  been  contomplat»)d.  Persons  who  had 
privately  acquired  a  knowledge  of  fortification  and  similar 
branches  of  the  science  were  employed  upon  occasion,  but 
regular  corjis  of  engineers  there  were  none.  The  prince 
established  a  course  of  instruction  in  this  profession  at  tlie 
University  of  Leyden,  according  to  a  system  drawn  up  by  the 
celebrated  Stevinus." 

Doubtless  the  most  important  innovation  ot  the  prince,  and 
the  one  which  required  the  most  energy  to  enforce,  was  the 
use  of  the  spade.  His  soldiers  were  jeered  at  by  the  enemy 
as  mere  boors  and  day  labourers  who  were  dishonouring 
themselves  and  their  profession  by  the  use  of  that  implement 
instead  of  the  sword.     Sucli  a  novelty  was  a  shock  to  all  the 


•*  MiiliW,  lix.-lxxiv. 


'»  Ibid.  '■•  Ibid. 

"'  Ibid.  Ixxiv.-lxxix. 
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military  ideaa  of  the  age,  and  it  was  only  tho  determination 
and  vigour  of  tbo  prince  and  of  bis  cousin  Lewis  Willia 
tlmt  ultimately  triumphed  over  the  universal  prejudioe." 

Tlie  pay  of  the  common  soldier  varied  from  t^Mi  to  twent 
florins  the  mouth,  hut  every  miner  had  eighteen  florins,  and 
when  actually  working  in  the  mines,  thirty  florins  monthl) 
Soldiers  used  in  digging  trenches  received,  over  and  abov 
their  regular  pay,  a  daily  wage  of  from  ten  to  fifteen  sty  vor 
or  nearly  a  shilling  sterling.^' 

Another  most  wholesome  improvement  made  by  the  princ 
was  in  the  payment  of  his  troops.  The  system  prevailing  ; 
every  European  country  at  that  day,  by  which  Goveniraenti 
were  defrauded  and  soldiers  starved,  was  most  infamous.  Th 
soldiers  were  paid  through  thecaptiiin,  who  received  the' 
of  a  full  company,  when  perhaps  not  one-third  of  the  namctf 
on  the  muster-roll  were  living  human  tieings.  AcconlingljTj 
two-thirds  of  all  tbo  money  stuck  to  the  officer's  fingers,  and 
it  was  not  thought  a  disgrace  to  cheat  the  Government  bj 
dressing  and  equipping  for  the  day  a  set  of  ragamuf 
caught  up  in  the  streets  for  the  purjiose,  and  made  to  i 
muster  as  regular  soldiera,*" 

Tlieso  passe-volants,   or  scarecrows,  wore    passed 
about  from  one  company  to  another,  and  the  indeoenfiy  ( 
the  fraud  was  never  thought  a  disgrace  to  the  colours  of  th 
company. 

Thus,  in  tbo  Armada  year,  the  queen  had  demanded  that  i 
portion  of  her  auxiliary  force  in  the  Netherlands  should  be  sen 
to  Engluud.     The  States  agreed  that  three  thousand  of  tliesol 
English  troops,  together  with  u  few  cavidry  companies,  shoolii 
go,  but  stipulatefl  that  two  thousand  should  remain  in  tbe 
provinces.     The  queen  accepteil  the  proposal,  but  when  the 
two  thousand  had  been  counted  out  it  appeared  that 
was  scamely  a  man  left  for  the  voyage  to  England.     Ye 
every  one  of  the  English  captains  had  claimed  full  pay  foi 
his  company  from  her  Majesty's  exchequer.*' 


•*•  Kcyd,  ix.  180,  neq*/. 
*'  IljiiK  xciv.  xcv. 


'"  MiiUler,  titfi  tup. 
*'  Ibiil.  xcix. 
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Against  this  tide  of  peculation  and  corniption  the 
strenuous  JIaurice  set  himself  with  heart  and  soul,  au<l  there 
is  no  doubt  tliat  to  \iia  reformation  in  this  vital  matter  much 
of  his  military  success  was  owing.  It  is  imp<isfiible  that 
roguery  and  venality  should  ever  furnish  a  solid  foundation 
for  the  martial  science. 

To  tlie  student  of  military  history^e  campaigns  and  sieges 
of  Maurice,  and  especially  the  earlier  ones,  are  of  great  im- 
portance There  is  no  doubt  whatever,  that  the  youth  who 
now,  after  deep  study  and  careful  preparation,  was  measuring 
himself  against  the  first  captains  of  the  age,  was  founding  the 
^reat  modem  school  of  military  science.  It  was  in  this 
Netherliind  academy,  and  under  the  tuition  of  its  consummate 
professor,  that  the  commanders  of  the  seventeenth  century 
not  only  acquired  the  rudiments,  but  perfected  themselves 
in  the  higher  walks  of  their  art.  Therefore  the  siege  opera- 
tions, in  which  aU  that  had  been  invented  by  modern  genius 
or  rescued  from  the  oblivion  which  had  gathered  over  ancient 
lore  during  the  more  vulgar  and  commonplace  practice  of 
the  mercenary  commanders  of  the  day  was  brought  into  suc- 

i  ceasful  application,  must  always  engage  the  special  attention 
of  the  military  student. 

To  the  general  reader,  more  interested  in  marldng  the 
progrefls  of  civilization  and  the  advance  of  the  people  in 
the  path  of  development  and  true  liberty,  the  spectacle  of  the 
young  stadholder's  triumphs  has  an  interest  of  another  land. 
At  ihe  moment  when  a  thorough  practical  soldier  was  most 
needed  by  Uie  struggling  little  commonwealth,  to  enable  it 
topteiierve  liberties  jmrtially  secured  by  its  unparalleled  sacri- 

I  ficea  of  blood  and  treasure  during  a  quarter  of  a  century,  and 

\  to  expel  the  foreign  invader  frc>m  the  soil  which  he  luwl  so 
long  profaned,  it  was  destined  that  a  soldi3r  should  appear. 
8{Mule  i a  hand,  with  his  head  full  of  Roman  casti-ametation 

I  and  geometrical  problems,  a  prince,  scarce  emerged  from  boy- 
hood, presentii  himself  on  that  stage  where  grizzled  Manafelds, 
drunken  Hohenlos,  and  truculent  Verdugos  have  been  so  long 
enacting  that  artless  military  drama  which  consists  of  hard 

H  2 
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knocks  and  wholesale  massacrcB.  The  novice  is  received 
with  universal  hilarity*  But  although  the  machinery  of  war 
"varies  so  steathly  from  ago  to  age  that  a  commonplace 
coinraander  of  to-day,  ricli  in  the  spoils  of  preceding  time, 
might  vanquish  the  Alexanders,  and  Catsars,  and  Frederic 
with  their  antiquated  engiiiry,  yet  the  moral  stuff  ont  of 
which  great  captains,  gra»t  armies,  great  victories  are  created, 
is  the  sirapio  material  it  was  in  the  days  of  Sesostris 
Cynis.  The  moral  and  physiological  elements  remain  | 
eeBentially  the  same  as  when  man  first  began  to  walk  up  and 
down  the  earth  and  destroy  his  fellow-ereatnres. 

To  make  an  army  a  tliorough  mowing-machine,  it  the 
seemed  necessary  that  it  should  be  disci jjlined  into  complctal 
mechanical  obedience.     To  seeure  this,  prompt  payment 
wages  and  inexorable  punishment  of  delinquencies  were  in 
dispensable.     Long  an-eamges  were  now  converting  Farries*^'«! 
veterans  into  systematic  marauders ;  for  nnpaid  scddiers  \A 
every  age  and  country  have  usually  degenerated  into  high 
way  men,  and   it  is  an    impossibility  for  a  sovereign, 
the   strictest  intentions,  to   persist   in  starving   his   soldie 
and  ill  killing  them  for  feeding  themselves.     In  MauriooV 
little  army,  on  the  contrary,  there  were  no  back-wages 
no  thieving.     At  the  siege  of  Uelfzyl  Jlaurico  hung  two  i 
his  soldiers  for  stealing,  the  one  a  bat  and  the  other  a  poniii 
from  the  townsfolk,  after  tlio  place  had  capitulatetl."*    At 
siege  of  llulst  he  ordered  another  to  be  shot,  before  the  vihol 
camp,  for  robbing  a  woman,^    This  seems  sufficiently  liarsli 
bnt  war  is  not  a  pastime  nor  a  very  humane  occupation, 
result  was,  that  robbery  disappeared,  and  it  is  better  for 
that  enlisted  men  shoidd  be  soldiers  rather  than  thieves.    Tn 
seciu-e  the  ends  which   alone  can  justify  war — and   if 
Metlierlanders  engaged  in  defending  national  existence  an 
human  freedom  against  foreign  tyraimy  were  not  justifitUjle 
then  a  just  war  has  never  been  waged — a  disciplined  arraj 
is  vastly  more   humane   in   its  operations  than   a   baud 
brigands.     Swift  and  condign  punishment  by  the  law-martia 
*•  Reyd,  ix.  171.  »  Van  der  Kemp,  112. 
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for  eveu  trifling  offeuces,  is  the  best  means  of  discipUne  yet 
devised. 

To  bring  to  utmost  perfection  the  machinery  already  in 
exiatenee,  to  encourage  invention,  to  |Mjuder  the  past  with  a 
practical  application  to  the  present,  to  court  fatigue,  to  scorn 
pleasure,  to  concentrate  the  energies  oo  the  work  in  hand,  to 
cultivate  quickness  of  eye  and  calmness  of  nerve  in  the  mirlst  of 
danger,  to  accelerate  movements,  to  economLse  blood  even  at 
the  expense  of  time,  to  strive  after  ubiquity  and  omuiscienco 
in  the  det-ails  of  person  and  place,  these  were  the  charac- 
teristics of  ^luuricc,  and  they  have  been  the  prominent  traits 
■  of  all  commanders  who  have  stamped  themselves  upon  their 
^Liu;e.  Although  his  method  of  war-making  differed  as  far  as 
^^possible  from  that  of  the  Bernese,  yet  the  two  had  one 
quality  in  common,  personal  insensibility  to  fear.  But  in 
the  case  of  Heiiry,  t-o  confront  danger  for  its  own  sake  was 
in  itself  a  pleasure,  while  the  calmer  spirit  of  Maurice  did 
not  so  much  seek  tfie  joys  of  the  combat  as  refuse  to  desist 
from  scientific  combinations  in  the  interests  of  his  personal 

(safety.  Very  frequently,  in  the  course  of  his  early  campaigns, 
the  prince  was  formally  and  urgently  requested  by  the  States- 
General  not  to  expose  his  life  so  n^cklessly,  and  before  he  had 
pissed  his  twenty-tifth  year  he  had  received  wounds  which, 
but  for  fortunate  circumstance^  would  have  proved  mortal, 
because  he  was  unwilling  to  leave  sj)ecial  operations  on  which 
njucli  was  depending  to  other  eyes  than  his  own.  The  details 
of  his  campaigns  are,  of  necessity,  the  less  interesting  to 
a  general  reader  from  their  very  completeness.  Desultory 
or  semi-civilized  warfare,  where  the  play  of  the  human  passions 
is  distinctly  visible,  where  individual  man,  whether  in  bufl' 
I  jerkin  or  Milan  coat  of  proof,  meets  his  fellow  man  in  close 
il  combat,  where  men  starve  by  thousands  or  are  massa- 
by  town-fuUs,  where  hamlets  or  villages  blaze  throughout 
'  whole  districts  or  are  smik  beneath  the  ocean — scenes  of  rage, 
liatred,  v<^ngeance,  self-sacriilce,  patriotism,  where  all  the 
I  virtues  and  vices  of  which  humanity  is  capable  stride  to  and 
fipo  in  their  most  yiolent  colours  and  most  colossal  shape — 
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where  man  in  a  moment  rises  almost  to  divinity,  or  riuks^ 
beneath  the  beasts  of  the  field — such  tragical  records  of  whic 
the  saiigninary  story  of  mankind  is  full — and  no  portion  ( 
thorn  more  so  than  the  Netherlaiid  chronicles — appeal  ma 
vividly  to  tho  imagination  than  the  neatest  solution 
mathematical  jirohlems.  Yet,  if  it  be  the  legitimate  en 
of  militaiy  science  to  accomplish  its  largest  purposes  at ' 
least  exj>ense  of  human  snfferuig ;  if  it  be  progress  in  civili 
zation  to  iicquiro  hy  scientific  con^bination  what  might 
otherwise  attempted,  and  perhaps  vainly  attempted,  by  in 
finite  carnage,  then  is  the  professor  with  his  diagrams,  standi ii| 
unmoved  amid  danger,  a  more  ti-uly  heroic  image  tlian  Cojur 
de-Lion  with  his  hattle-axe  or  Alva  with  his  tnmcheon. 

The  system — then  a  new  one — which  Maurice  introduced 
sustain  that  little  commonwealth  from  sinking  of  which 
had  become  at  the  age  of  seventeen  the  predestined  chiel 
was  the  best  imder  the  circumstances  that  could  have 
devised.  Patriotism  the  most  passionate,  the  most  sublimo, 
liad  created  the  republic.  To  maintain  its  existence 
against  perpetual  menace  required  tho  exertion  of 
tual  skill. 

Passionless  as  algebra,  the  genius  of  Maurice  was  readj 
the  task.  Strategic  jioiuts  of  immense  value,  important  oHifl 
and  fortresses,  vital  river-courses  and  communications — wluc 
foreign  t\Tanny  had  acquired  during  the  tragic  |)a3t  ^ith 
patient  iniquity  almost  without  a  parallel,  and  wl 
patriotism  had  for  years  vainly  struggled  to  recover — ^wej 
the  earliest  trophies  and  prizes  of  his  art  But  the  details 
his  victories  may  be  brieHy  indicated,  for  they  have  non 
of  the  picturesqueness  of  crime.  The  sieges  of  Naardei 
Harlem,  Leyden,  were  tragedies  of  maddening  interest,  ba 
tho  recovery  of  Zutphen,  Deventer,  Nymegen,  Groninj 
and  many  other  places — all  important  though  they  wer 
was  accomplished  with  tho  calmness  of  a  consummate  play 
who  throws  down  on  the  table  the  best  half  dozen  inviucil 
cards  which  it  thus  becomes  sufieriluous  to  play. 

There  were  several  courses  open  to  the  prince  before  tokin 
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the  field.  It  was  desirable  to  obtain  control  of  tbe  line  of  tbe 
Waal,  by  which  that  heart  of  tlie  republic — Holland — would 
be  made  entirely  secure.  To  this  end,  Gertruydenberg — 
lately  surrendered  to  the  enemy  by  the  perfidy  of  the  English- 
man Whigfield,  to  whom  it  had  been  entnisted — Bois  le  Due, 
and  Kymegen  were  to  be  wrested  from  Spain. 

It  was  also  important  to  hold  the  Yssel,  the  course  of  which 
river  led  directly  through  the  Unit<?d  Netherlands,  quite  to 
the  Zuydcr  Zee,  cutting  ofi'  Friesland,  Groningen,  and  Gel- 
derlaud  from  their  sister  provinces  of  llollaud  and  Zeehind. 
And  here  again  the  keys  to  this  river  had  been  lost  by 
English  treason.  The  fort  of  Zatphen  and  the  city  of 
De venter  had  been  transferred  to  the  Sjmniard  by  l^ihind 
Yorke  and  Sir  William  Stanley,'**  in  whose  honour  the 
republic  ha<l  so  blindly  confided,  and  those  cities  it  was  now 
neceflsary  to  reduce  by  regular  siege  bofiire  the  communica- 
tions between  the  eastern  and  western  portions  of  the  little 
commonwealth  could  ever  be  established 

Still  farther  in  the  ancient  Fiisian  depths,  the  memorable 
treason  ut"  that  native  Nothorlander,  tlie  high-bom  Renneberg, 
hiid  oi)ened  the  way  for  the  Spaniard's  foot  into  the  city  of 
Groningen.  Thus  this  whole  important  province — with  its 
capital — long  subject  to  the  foreign  oppressor,  was  garrisoned 
with  his  troops. 

Verdugo,  u  veteran  officer  of  Portuguese  birth,  who  had 
risen  from  the  position  of  hostler"  to  that  of  colonel  and 
royal  stadholder,  commanded  in  Friesland.  lie  had  in  vain 
demanded  reinforcements  an<l  supplies  from  Famese,  who 
most  reluctantly  was  obliged  to  refuse  them  in  order  that  he 
might  obey  his  mastt-r's  commands  to  neglect  everything  for 
the  sake  of  the  campaign  in  I'^rance. 

And  Verdugo,  stripped  of  all  adequate  forces  to  protect  his 
imi)ortiUjt  province,  was  equally  destitute  of  means  for  feeding 
the  troops  tluit  were  left  to  him.  "  I  hope  to  God  that  1  may 
do  my  duty  to  the  king  and  your  Highness,"  ho  cried,  ♦*  but  1 
tind  mj-self  sold  up  and  pledged  to  such  an  extent  that  I  am 
=♦  Vol.  II.  of  this  work.  chnp.  xiii.  *"•  Ht-yt),  is.  172, 
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poorer  than  when  I  was  a  soldier  at  four  crowns  a  mooth. 
And  everybody  in  the  town  is  as  desperate  as  niyselt"*' 

Maurice,  aftei*  making  a  feint  of  attackini;  GertruydenbeTg 
and  Bois  lo  Due,  so  thatFarnese  felt  compelled,  with  consider- 
able difficulty,  to  strengthen  the  garrison  of  those  places^  | 
came  unexpectedly  to  Arnhem  with  a  force  of  nine  thousand 
foot  and  sixteen  hundred  horse.  He  had  previously  and  with 
great  secrecy  sent  some  companies  of  infantry  under  Sir 
Francis  Vere  to  Doesburg. 

On  the  23rd  May  (1591)  five  peasants  and  six  peasant 

23  May,    women  made  their  appearance  at  dawn  of  day  before 
'^''-       the  cliief  guard-house  of  the  great  fort  in  the  Bad-  , 

meadow  (Vebuwe),  opposite  Zutphen,  on  the  west  side  of  the 
Yssel.     It  was  not  an  unusual  occurrence.     These  boors  and 
their  wives  had  brought  baskets  of  eggs,  butter,  and  cheese, 
for  the  garrison,  and  they  now  set  themselves  quietly  down 
on  the  ground  before  the  gate,  waiting  for  the  soldiers  of  the 
garrison  to  come  out  and  traffic  with  thorn  for  their  supplies. 
Very  soon  several  of  the  guard  made  their  appearance,  and 
began  to  cJiaffer  with  the  peasants,  when  suddenly  one  of  the  I 
women  plucked  a  pistol  from  under  her  petticoats  and  shot 
dead  the  soldier  who  was  cheapening  her  eggs.     The  rest  of-J 
the  party,  transformed  in  an  instant  from  boors  to  8oldier8>| 
then  sprang  upon  the  rest  of  the  guard,  overpowered  and 
bound  them,  and  took  possession  of  the  gate.     A  considembhj 
force,  which  had  been  placed  in  ambush  by  Prince  Maurice  I 
near  the  spot,  now  rusheil  for>vard,  and  in  a  few  minates  tbdj 
great  fort  of  Zutphen  was  mastered  by  the  States'  forces  wHh-' 
out  loss  of  a  Dian.     It  was  a  neat  and  perfectly  sue 
stratageuL" 

Next  day  Maurice  began  tlie  regular   investment  of 

city-    ^  tlie  26th,  Count  Lewis  William  arriyed] 

24  May.  .  ,  -^   .   .  I 

With  some  rnsian  companies.  On  the  27th,,j 
ISIaurice  threw  a  bridge  of  bout^  from  the  Bad-meadow  siden 
across  the?  river  to  the  Weert  before  the  city.    On  the  2Sth1 

*  (Jrocii  V.  Pnn*u>ror.  ( Arcbivca^  Ac.,  11.  St'rio  i.  128.) 
-  Mctoren,  XV.  298.     Bor  111.  uviU.  560.,.'5e2. 
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be  had  got  batteries,  moimting  thirty-two  gime,  into  position, 
commanding  the  place  at  three  points.     On  the  30tli 
the   town    capitulated.     Thus  within  exactly  one 
week  from  the  firing   of  the    pistol  shot  by  the  supposed 
butterwoman^  this  fort  and  town,  wliich  hud  so  long  resisted 
Lthe  efforts  of  the  States,  and  were  sueh  important  possessions 
Pof  tho  iSpaniards,  fell  into  the  hands  of  Maurice.     The  terras 
of  surrender  were  easy.     The  city  being  more  important  than 
^ts  garrison,  the  soldiei^s  wore  permitted  to  dejmrt  with  bag 
wid   baggage.     The    citizens    were  allowed  tlu-ee  days   to 
decide  whether  to  stay  under  loyal  obedience  to  the  States- 
General,  or  to  take  their  departure.     Those   who   chose  to 
remain   were  to   enjoy  all  tho  privileges  of  citizens  of  the 
U  luted  Provinces.'* 

But  very  few  substantial  citizens  were  left,  for  sucli  had 
been  the  tyranny,  tho  misery,  and  the  misrule  during  tho 
long  occupation  by  a  foreign  soldiery  of  what  was  once  a 
thriving  Dnt4?h  town,  that  scarcely  anybody  but  paupers 
and  vagabonds  were  left.  One  thousand  houses  were  ruined 
antl  desulate.  It  is  superfluous  to  add  that  the  day  of  its 
restoration  to  the  authority  of  tho  Union  was  the  beginning 
of  its  renewed  prosperity. 

IMaurice,  having  placed  a  national  garrison  in  the  place, 
man^hed  the  same  evening  straight  upon  Deventer,  seven 
miles  farther  down  the  river,  without  pausing  to 
sJeep  upon  his  victory.  JTis  artillery  and  munitions 
were  sent  rapidly  down  the  Yssel. 

Within  five  days  he  had  thoroughly  invested  the  city,  and 
brought  twenty-eight  guns  to  bear  upon  the  weakest  part 
of  its  defences. 

It  was  a  large,  poi>ulous,  well-built  town,  once  a  wealthy 
member  of  the  nans<^atic  League,  full  of  fine  build- 
ings, hoth  public  and  private,  the  capital  of  the  rich  and 
fertile  province  of  Overyssel,  and  protected  by  a  strong  wall 
and  moat — as  well-fortified  a  place  as  could  be  found 
in  the  Netherlands."'*  The  garrison  consisted  of  fourteen 
*  Dor.  Ilelerun,  ubi  ettp.    Duyck,  G-14.  **  Guiooiiurdiut,  in  voce. 
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Iiundred  Spanianls  antl  Walloons,  under  tlie  command  of 
Count  Herman  van  den  Berg,  fii-st  cousin  of  Prince  IMaiirice. 

No  sooner  Lad  tlio  States  anny  come  before  the  city  than 
a  kSpanisli  cftfitiiiii  observed — "We  shall  now  have  a  droll 
8ief,'o— consins  on  the  outsldo,  consins  on  the  inside.  There 
will  bo  a  sham  fif^ht  or  two,  and  then  the  cousins  %vill  make 
it  lip,  and  arrange  matters  to  suit  tliemselves."** 

Such  hints  liad  deeply  wonnded  Van  den  Berg,  wlio  was  o 
fervent  Catholic,  and  as  loyal  a  servHnt  to  Philip  H.  as  he 
could  have  beon,  had  that  monarch  deserved,  by  the  laws  of 
nature  and  by  liis  personal  services  and  virtues,  to  govern  all 
the  swami^s  of  Frit'shtud.  He  8lei>t  on  tlie  gibe,  hariog 
ordered  all  the  colonels  and  captains  of  the  gan'ison  to  attend 
at  solemn  mass  in  the  great  church  the  next  morning.  Ho 
there  declared  to  them  all  publicly  that  he  felt  outraged  at 
the  suspicions  concerning  his  fidelity,  and  after  mass  he  took 
the  sacrament,  solemnly  swearing  never  to  give  up  the  city 
or  even  to  speak  of  it  until  he  had  made  such  resistance  that 
he  must  be  carried  from  the  breach.  80  long  as  he  could 
stand  or  sit  he  would  defend  the  city  entrusted  to  his  care.*' 

The  whole  couucU  who  had  come  from  Zutphen  to  Maurice's 
camp  were  allowed  to  deliberate  concennng  the  siege.  The 
enemy  had  been  seen  hovering  about  the  neighbourhood  in 
considerable  numbers,  but  had  not  ventured  an  attemjit  to 
throw  reinibrcements  into  the  place.  Many  of  the  counsellon 
argued  against  the  siege.  It  was  urged  that  the  resistiinco 
would  be  determined  and  protracted,  and  that  tl»e  Duke  of 
Parma  was  sure  to  take  the  lield  in  persun  to  relieve  so  im- 
portant a  city,  before  its  re<luction  could  be  effected. 

But  Maurice  had  thrown  a  bridge  across  the  Yssel  alxive 
and  another  below  the  town,  had  carefully  and  rapidly  taken 
mctwures  in  Uie  success  of  which  he  felt  conlident,  and  now 
declared  that  it  would  be  cowardly  and  sliamcful  to  abandon 
an  enterprise  so  well  lx»gun. 

The  city  had  been  formally  summoned  to  surrender,  and  a 
calm  but  most  decided  refusal  had  been  returned. 


»  Rcyd,  ix.  160. 


"  Ibid. 
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On  the  9th  June  the  batteriee  began  playing,  and  after 
four  tlioiisaml  six  hundred  shots  a  good  breach  had     9  jnne, 
hvvn  eflVoted   in  the  defeiices  alouf^;  the  Kayo — an      ^^^^' 
♦Jttrtheni  work  lying  between  two  strong  walls  of  masonry. 

The  breach  being  deemed  practicable,  a  storm  was  ordered. 
To  reach  the  Kaye  it  was  necessary  to  croBs  a  piece  of  water 
called  the  Haven,  over  which  a  pontoon  bridge  was  hastily 
thro\vn.  There  was  now  a  dispute  among  the  English,  Scotch, 
and  Netherlanders  for  precedence  in  the  assault.  It  was 
ultiinaUily  given  to  the  English,  in  order  that  the  bravery  of 
tliat  nation  might  now  on  the  same  spot  wipe  out  the  disgrace 
intlictetl  upon  its  name  by  the  treason  of  Sir  William  Stanley. 
The  English  did  their  duty  well  and  rushed  forward  merrily, 
bat  the  bridge  proved  too  short..  Some  sprang  over  and 
piL'thotl  boldly  for  the  breach.  Some  fell  into  the  moat 
ajid  were  drowned.  Others,  sustained  by  the  Netherlanders 
under  Solms,  Meetkerko,  and  Brederode,  eflected  their 
pai58age  by  swimming,  leaping,  or  wading,  so  that  a  resolute 
attack  was  made.  Herman  van  den  Berg  met  them  in 
the  breach  at  the  hea<l  of  seven  companies.  The  defenders 
were  most  ferocious  in  their  resistance.  They  were  also 
very  drunk.  The  count  Imd  placed  many  casks  of  Rhenish 
and  of  strong  beer  within  reach,  and  ordered  his  soldiers  to 
drinit  their  fill  as  they  fought.*'  He  was  himself  as  vigorous 
in  his  jwtations  as  he  was  chivalrous  with  sword  and  buckler. 
Two  pages  and  two  lieutenants  fell  at  bis  side,  but  still  he 
fought  at  the  head  of  his  men  with  a  desperation  wortliy  of 
his  vow,  until  he  foil  woundt-d  in  the  eye  and  was  carried 
from  the  place.  Notwithstanding  this  disaster  to  the  com- 
mander of  the  town,  tlie  assailants  were  repulsed,  losing  two 
hundred  and  twenty-five  in  killed  atid  wounded — Colonel 
Meetkerke  and  his  brother,  two  most  valuable  Dutch  officers, 


among  them." 

«  Kfvd,  ix.  1<>9. 

»  Ibid.  Bor,  III.  xxriu.  563,  564. 
MiUren,  xvi.  -2V>».  Duyok,  20,  il. 
CViIouirl  Niwliva  Moclfc-'Tke  <liod  of  liici 
womid*  in  tliie  (u«iiult.  He  vae  \csui 
thiU)  Uurty  years  nf  airi\  but  already  r 


velonin  soldier,  and  lind  distingtitBhixl 
bim8(.>Lf  in  the  Eiiglish-Dntcii  expedi- 
tion, under  Ewex,  ugninbt  Portugtil  in 
1587,  HiB  elder  bKitlier  Antony  had 
Ik^ji  killed  before  Zutphen  fort  in 
1580.      His    two    yoanger    brothers 
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Duriug  the  whole  of  the  assault,  a  vigorous  caunonade  bad 
been  kept  up  upon  other  parts  of  the  town,  and  houses  and 
church-towers  were  toppling  down  in  all  directions.  Mean- 
while the  iidiabitaiits — tor  it  was  Sunday — instead  of  going  to 
Berviee  were  driven  towards  the  breach  by  the  serjeant-major? 
a  trtic'ulont  Spaniard,  next  in  coinniand  to  Van  den  Berg,  who 
ran  about  the  place  with  a  great  stick,  summoning  the  Ihitch 
burghers  to  assist  the  Spanish  garrison  on  the  wall.**  It  was 
thought  afterwards  that  tliis  warrior  would  have  been  better 
occupied  amtiug  the  8nldiei"Sj  at  the  side  of  his  commander. 

A  chivalrous  incident  in  the  open  field  occurred  during  the 
assault.  A  gigantic  Albanian  cavalry  officer  came  prancing 
out  of  Deventer  into  the  spaces  between  the  trenches,  defying 
any  officer  in  the  States'  army  to  break  a  lance  with  him. 
Prince  IMaurice  forbade  any  acceptance  of  the  challenge,  but 
Lewis  van  dor  Catliulle,  son  of  ihe  famous  Ryhove  of  Ghent, 
tmuble  to  endure  the  taunts  and  bravado  of  this  chamiiion,  at 
last  obtained  peraiissioii  to  encounter  him  in  single  combat 
Thoy  met  accurdiiigly  with  much  ceremony,  tilted  against 
eiich  othur,  and  siiivcred  their  lances  in  g<x)d  style,  but  with- 
out much  eflect.  The  Albanian  then  drew  a  pistol.  CathuUe 
had  no  weapou  save  a  cutlass,  but  witli  this  weapon  he  suc- 
ceeded in  nearly  cutting  otT  the  hand  which  held  the  pistoL 
He  then  took  his  enemy  prisoner,  the  vain-glorious  challenger 
throwing  his  gold  chain  around  his  coin^ueror's  neck  in  token 
of  liis  victory.  1  Viuce  JIaurice  caused  his  wound  to  be  bound 
up  and  then  liberated  hira,  sending  him  into  the  city  with  a 
message  to  the  goveruor.-"** 

During  the  following  lught  the  bridge,  over  which  the 


Buldiirin  ntnl  Adolpli,  were  both  in  tlio 
urniy.  A«lt>lpli  wiie  shot  through  the 
IxkI}  in  this*  mmv  Bt<»rmJng  pHrty  in 
which  Nichoirw  wns  kilh>d»  but  stn-ins 
tc>  huve  rcpovrrttl.  Thi-y  wore  the 
ion*  of  Adnlnli  Mectkerke.  formerly 
prcairlnnt  of  Kljujders,  who,  on  account 
of  liiM  jiai-(irip«tioti  in  L»Mcestcr'8  at- 
tempt uiwiii  L«y*li'U  i»et!  vol.  II.  of  Uiis 
work,  ojuip.  xvii./  was  a  refugee  iu 
EnglADtl.      Bee     Mulder's     note    to 


Duvck,  p,  20. 

flow  much  does  the  brief  martliil 
ri^roni  of  tlKW  four  brotlicrs  in  dito 
war  of  Dutdi  bur^'her?  fur  lutiuiyii 
existt-nce  remind  tjs  .  tf  the  biniplo  but 
h«r«.»>c  unnab  of  uiuny  a  foiuily  of  <Mif 
owu  couiitryineu  in  tJio  great  ynu  now 
wntdn?  for  the  tsame  object!  (1803> 

^*  Koyd,  tibi  tup. 

^  Metcren,  ubi  tup. 
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jissailants  hfid  nearly  foroed  their  way  iuto  the  town,  was 
vigoroiifely  attacked  by  the  ganison,  but  Count  Lewis  William, 
in  porsoD,  witli  a  chosen  band  defended  it  stoutly  till  morning, 
lieating  hack  the  Spaniards  with  heavy  loss  in  a  sanguinary 
midni^lit  contest* 

Next  morning  there  was  a  unanimous  outcry  on  the  part  of 
the  besieged  for  a  capitulation.  It  was  •tbvious  that,  j,ine  lo, 
with  the  walls  shot  to  ruins  as  they  had  been,  the  '^^^• 
^laee  was  no  longer  tenable  against  Maurice's  superior 
forces,  A  trumpet  was  sent  to  the  prince  l:>efore  the  dawn 
of  day,  and  on  the  10th  of  June,  accordingly,  the  place 
capitulated." 

It  was  arranged  that  the  garrison  should  retire  with  arms 
and  baggage  whithersoever  they  chose.  Van  rlen  Berg 
stipulated  nothing  in  favour  of  the  citizens,  whether  through 
forgetful nesa  or  spite  does  not  distinctly  appear.  But 
the  burghers  were  received  like  brothers.  No  plunder 
was  permitt^l,  no  ransom  demanded,  and  the  city  took 
it«  place  amtmg  its  sisterhood  of  the  Utjitod  Provinces.** 
Van  den  Berg  himself  was  received  at  the  princo'a  hcad- 
qnarters  with  much  cordiality.  He  was  quite  bliml ; 
but  his  wound  seemed  to  be  the  efi'ect  of  exterior  contu- 
sions, and  he  ultimately  recovered  the  sight  of  one  eye. 
Tliere  was  much  free  conversation  between  himself  and  his 
cousins  dimng  the  brief  interval  in  which  he  was  their 
guest. 

"Fve  often  told  Verdugo,"  said  he,  "that  the  States  had 
no  power  to  make  a  regular  siege,  nor  to  come  with  proper 
artillery  into  the  field,  and  he  agreed  witli  mo.  But  we  were 
both  wrong,  for  I  now  see  the  contrary." 

To  which  Count  Lewis  William  replied  with  a  laugh :  "  My 
dear  cousin,  I've  observed  that  in  all  your  actions  you  were 
in  the  habit  of  despising  us  Beggars,  aod  I  have  saiil  that  you 
would  one  day  draw  the  shortest  straw  in  consequence.  I'm 
glad  to  hear  this  avowal  from  your  own  lips." 
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Herman  attempted  no  reply  but  let  tlie  Bobject  drop, 
seeming  to  regret  having  said  so  much.** 

Soon  ai'terwards  he  was  forwarded  by  I'kraiiriec  in  bia  own 
coach  to  Ulft',  where  he  was  attended  by  the  prince's  body 
physician  till  be  was  re-establish ckI  in  health.*" 

Tims  within  ten  days  of  bis  first  ajipearance  before  its  walls, 
the  city  of  Deventer,  and  with  it  a  whole  province,  had  fallen 
into  the  hands  of  Maurice.  It  began  to  be  underst<x>d  that 
the  young  pedant  knew  something  about  his  profession,  and 
that  he  had  not  been  fagging  so  hard  at  the  science  of  war  for 
nothing.*' 

The  city  was  in  a  sorry  plight  when  the  States  took  pos- 
session of  it  As  at  Ziitjjhen,  the  substantial  burghers  had 
wandered  away,  and  the  foreign  soldiers  bivouacing  there  so 
long  had  turned  the  stately  old  Hanseatic  city  into  a  briok 
and  mortar  wlderness.  Iliindreds  of  houses  had  l>eeu  demo- 
lished by  the  garrison,  that  the  iron  might  be  sohl  and  the 
woodwork  burned  for  fiielj  for  the  enemy  had  conducted 
himself  tks  if  feeling  in  his  heart  that  the  occupation  could 
not  bo  a  permanent  one,  and  as  if  desii^ous  to  make  the  place 
as  desolate  as  possible  for  the  Beggars  when  they  should 
return.*^ 

The  dead  body  of  the  traitor  Yorke,  who  had  died  and  l>een 
buried  in  Deventer,  was  taken  from  the  tomb,  after  the  cap- 
ture of  the  city,  and  with  the  vulgar  ferocity  so  characteristic 
of  the  times,  was  hung,  coffin  and  all,  on  the  gibbet  for  the 
delectation  of  the  States'  sokliery," 

Maurice,  having  thus  in  less  than  three  weelw  recovered 
two  uiost  imjxirtant  cities,  paused  not  an  instant  in  his  career 
but  moved  at  once  on  Groningeu.  There  was  a  strong 
pre^me  put  upon  lum  to  attempt  the  capture  of  Nymegeu, 


*•  Ttcyd.  ubi  tup. 

*•  lioT,  tibi  sup. 

*'  Turoiuic  (liuo  de  Bouillon)  wiis 
eittMsivi-ly  ciiUiUfiijialio.  '•  Je  uo  vous 
e^urtiy  dijv  Ih  j"ic,"  he  wrote  to  Gjimt 
John  Itiv  Elder,  "  QUO  jtty  do  rhon- 
ttour  (JUL-  MniuiicMir  lo  Coiulc  Maurico 
votru  nr|ivi-u  n  uc(|ui3  cii  la  pme  de 


Zutpben  et  Devont«r.     II  ifc  ^<lfkei*  m 

liuict  joure  111  n^jiutatji  '     T' 

do  Pariue  a  urquis  en  <  i 
Invu  pumUtre  que  lu 
ntiiitc  de  su  Moi^ou  i-  U\" 
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15  July. 


but  the  imdcretatiding  with  tho  Frisian  stadholdcre  and  his 
tivKjjw  had  Ix-en  tliat  the  enterprise  ninm  Groningon  should 
follow  the  reduction  of  Deventer. 

On   the  26th  Jmio  Maurice  appeared  before  Groningen. 
l^exl  day,  as  a  preouutionary  Bt*^p,  he  moved  to  the  -m  Ju»<>, 
right  and  attaeked  the  stronrj  city  of  DelfzyL     This  *^**'* 
plui't-  capitulated  to  hira  on  the  2nd  July.    The  fort 
of  Op«lag  8un>mdered  on  tho  7th  July.     Ho  then 
moved  to  the  west  of  Groningen^  and  attacked  the 
fort«  of  Yementil  and  Lettehaest,  which  fell  into  his 
haiidd  on  the  11th  July.    He  then  moved  along  the  Nyenoort 

rough  the  Seven  Wolds  and  Drenthe  to  Steenwyk,  bc^fore 
khich  strongly  fortified  city  he  arrived  on  the  15th 
'July.** 

Meantime,  he  received  intercepted  letters  from  Verdugo  to 

I  the  Duke  of  Parma,  dat<d  IShli  Jime  from  Groningen.     In 
these,  tho  Spanish   eftadlioldt-r   informed   Famese   that  the 
enemy  was  hovering  about  his  neiglibourhiMxl,   and  that  it 
brould  be  nec<?s8ary  for  the  duke  to  take  the  field  in  person 
In  c<.in8iderablo  force,  or  tliat  Grotiingen  would  bo  lost,  and 
witii  it  tlie  Spanish  forces  in  tlie  province.      He  enclosed  a 
emorial  of  the  course  proper  to  be  adopted  by  the  duke  for 
is  relief.** 
Notwitlistanding  the  strictness  by  which  Philip  had  tied  liis 
,t  general's  hands,  Fameso  felt  the  urgency  of  tlie  situa- 
ion.**     By  tlie  end  of  June,  accordingly,  although  full  of  his 
measures  for  marching  to  the  relief  of  tho  Leaguers  in  Nor- 
mandy, he  moved  into  Golderland,  coming  by  way  of  Xanten, 
Boos,  and  neighbouring  placoe.    Here  he  paused  for  a  moment 
perplexed,  doubting  whetlier  to  take  the  aggressive  in  Gelder- 
land  or  to  march  straight  to  the  relief  of  Groningem    He 
decidiMl  that  it  was  better  for  tho  moment  to  protect  the  line 
of  the  Waal.     Shipping  his  army  accordingly  into  the  Bata- 
ian  Island  or  G«.M.id-meadow  (Bet-uwe),  which  lies  between 

,     ♦•  Bor,   III.  xxTui  5i;ti-5<J9.    Mctorrix,  xvii.  298,  290.     R(y<l,  ix,  160-172. 
•*  Bor,  «6i  mp.  668.  *•  Dor,  uhi  mp.  570,  tcqfj,   MetcrvD,  ubi  mp. 


112 


THE  UNITED  NETHERLANDS. 


Cmak  XXIV. 


the  two  great  horns  of  the  Rhine,  he  laid  siege  to  Fort  Knod> 
senburg,  wliich  Maurice  had  built  the  year  before,  on  the  right 
bank  of  the  Waal  for  the  purpose  of  attacking  NymegeiL 
Farnese,  laiowiog  that  the  general  of  the  States  was  occu- 
pied with  his  whole  army  far  away  to  the  north,  and  sepa- 
rated from  him  by  two  great  rivers,  wide  and  deep,  and  by 
the  whule  breadth  of  that  daugerous  district  CidJed  the 
Foul-meadow  (Vol-uwe),  and  by  the  vast  quagmire  known  ad 
tlie  Rouveniau  morass,  which  no  artillery  nor  even  any 
orgam'sed  forces  had  ever  traversed  *"  since  the  beginning  <rf 
the  world,  had  felt  no  hesitation  in  throwing  his  army  in 
boats  across  the  Waal.  He  had  no  doubt  of  reducing  a  not 
very  ix>vverful  fortress  long  before  relief  could  be  brought  to  it, 
and  at  the  same  time  of  disturbing  by  his  presence  in  Batavia 
the  combinations  of  his  young  antagonist  in  Friesland  and 
Groningen.*^ 

80  with  six  thousand  foot  and  one  thousand  horse,^*  Alex- 
ander came  before  Knodsenburg.  The  news  reached  Maurice 
at  Steenuyk  on  the  15tli  July.  InsUintly  changing  hid 
plans,  the  prince  decided  that  Farnese  must  be  faced  at  once, 
and,  if  possible,  driven  from  the  ground,  thinking  it  mow 
important  to  maintain,  by  concentrati<.m,  that  which  had 
already  been  gained,  than  to  weaken  and  dill'use  liis  forces 
in  insufficient  attempts  to  acquire  more.  Before  two  days 
had  passed,  he  was  on  the  march  southward,  having  left 
Lewis  William  with  a  siifficieot  force  to  threaten  Groningen. 
Coming  by  way  of  Hasselt  Zwol  to  Beventer,  he  crossed 
IB  July,  the  Yssel  on  a  bridge  of  boats  on  the  18th  of  July, 
*^^'*  and  proceeded  to  Arnhem."  His  army,  although 
excessively  fatigued  by  forced  marches  in  very  hot  weather, 
over  nearly  impassiible  roads,  was  full  of  courage  and  cheer- 
fulness, having  learned  implicit  confidence  in  their  commander. 
20.11117,  On  the  20th  he  was  at  Arnhem.  On  the  22nd  his  i 
22  July,      bridge  of  boats  wjis  made,  and  he  had  thrown  hia  little  , 


*?  Van  der  Kemp.  1. 1 1 1 . 
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army  across  the  Rhine  into  Batavia,  and  entrenched  himself 
with  his  six  thousand  foot  and  fourteen  hondred  horse  in 
the  imroediate  neighbourhood  of  Farnese — Foul-meadow  and 
Good-meadow,  dyke,  bog,  wold,  and  quagmire,  had  been  sue- 
ceesfally  traversed,  and  within  one  week  of  his  learning  that 
the  great  viceroy  of  Philip  had  reached  the  Biitavian  island, 
Maurice  stood  confronting  that  famous  cliieftain  in  battle-array. 
On  the  22Tid  July,  Famese,  after  firing  two  hundred  and 
eiuhty-five  shots  at  Fort  Knwlsenburpj,  ordered  an 

23  Julv 

assault,   expecting  that  so   trifling   a   work   could 
hardly  withstand  a  detennined  onslaught  by  his  veterans.    To 
his  gm^irise  they  were  so  warmly  received  that  two  hundred 
of  the  assailants  fell  at  the  first  onset,  and  the  attack  was 
most  conclusively  repulsed.'^ 

And  now  Slaurice  had  appeared  upon  the  scene,  determined 
to  relieve  a  place  so  important  for  his  ulterior  de-  04  July, 
signs.  On  the  24th  July  he  sent  out  a  small  but  *^^'* 
pickefl  force  of  cavalry  to  reconnoitre  the  enemy.  They  were 
attacked  by  a  considerable  body  of  Italian  and  Spanish  horse 
from  the  camp  before  Knodsenburg,  including  iUexander's 
own  company  of  lancers  under  Nicelli.  The  States  troops 
fled  before  them  in  apparent  dismay  for  a  little  distance, 
hotly  pursued  by  the  royalists,  until,  making  a  sudden  halt, 
they  turned  to  the  attack,  accompanied  by  five  fresh  com- 
panies of  cavalry  and  a  thousand  musketeers,  who  fell  upon 
the  foe  from  all  direotiuns.  It  was  an  ambush,  which  had 
been  neatly  prepared  by  Maurice  in  person,  assisted  by 
Sir  Francis  Vere.  Sixty  of  the  Spaniards  and  Italians  were 
killed  and  one  hundred  and  fifty  prisoners,  including  Captain 
Nicelli,  taken,  while  the  rest  of  the  party  sought  safety  in 
ignominious  flight***  This  little  skirmish,  in  which  ten 
companies  of  the  picked  veterans  of  Alexander  Famese 
had  thus  been  utterly  routed  before  his  eyes,  did  much  to 
inspire  the  States  troops  with  confidence  in  themselves  and 
their  leader." 


**  Bor,  Meterpn,  vhi,  mip. 
*-  Bor,  MpUti'T),  ubi  *»*;>,    Groon  v.  Prinsterer. 
'»    Diiyck.  38,  39.     Bor,  McUren,  «fet  nup. 
VOL.    IT  I. 
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Parma  was  too  experienced  a  campaigner,  and  had  too  , 
quick  an  eye,  not  to  recognize  the  error  which  he  bad  com-j 
niittod  in  jilacing  the  dangerous  river  Waal,  witliout  a  bri*lge,J 
between  himself  and  his  supplies,  Ho  had  not  dreamed  that! 
his  antagonist  would  be  capable  of  such  celerity  of  movement  I 
as  he  had  just  displayed,  and  his  first  bmiiness  now  was  tal 
extricate  liiinself  from  a  position  wliicli  might  soon  become  J 
fatah  Without  hesitation,  he  did  his  best  to  amuse  theenemyj 
in  front  of  the  fort,  and  then  passed  the  night  in  planting] 
batteries  upon  the  lm\k»  of  the  river,  under  cover  of  which] 
he  succeeded  next  day  in  tmnsportiug  in  ferry-boat«  liiij 
wliolo  furce,  art  ill  er}^  and  baggage,  to  the  opposite  Bhore,! 
witliout  loss,  and  with  his  usual  skill.** 

Ho  remained  hut  a  short  time  in  Nymegen,  but  he  wm 
hampered  by  the  express  commands  of  the  king.     Moreover, 
his  broken  health  imperatively  required  that  he  should  onco , 
more  seek  the  healing  iuHuence  of  the  waters  of  Spa,  lK?foro 
Betting  forth   on   his  new  French  expedition.    Meanwhile, 
although  he  had  for  a  time  protected  the  Spanish  posso^onal 
in  the  north  by  his  demonstration  in  Gelderlaud,  it  must  bef 
confessefl  that  tho  diversion   thus    given   to  the   plans  of"| 
Maurice  was  but  a  feeble  one> 

Having  a.ssured  the  inhabitants  of  Nymegen  that  be  would 
watch  over  the  city  like  the  apple  of  bis  eye,**  hej 
took  his  departure  on  the  4th  of  August  for  Spa. 
He  was  accompanied   on   his  journey   by  his   son,   Prince 
Kanuceio.  just  arrived  from  Italy. 

After  the  retreat  of  Famese,  Maurice  mustered  his  forree 
at  Anihem,  and  found  himself  at  the  head  of  seven  thousand 
foot  and  fifteen  hundred  horse.  It  was  expected  by  all  ihe 
world  that,  beir>g  thus  on  the  very  spot,  he  would  forthwith 
proceed   to   reduce  the  ancient,   wealthy,  imperial  city  of 


4  Aug. 


**  Duyc-k,  41 .  "  Wo  may  thank 
CtinX  AlVnighty,'  sar*,  under  dnie  of 
27  July.  Ilio  faithfaljouniiilbt  of  tlicjie 
lruTi.sact  iotiz>,  "  thiit  Ho  hnn  wo  giiidi'd 
oiiT  afTaifH  tkil  tbo  Duke  of  Panna, 
whom  hurdly  nny  citic*  or  provinces 
ronld  Litherio  rowst,  and  who  there- 


fore h(8  luurped  the  title  of  the  greai 
Alexanrk-r,  now  with  gTcat  tAuMxt  Ant 
losa  htt«  bwn  obligr-d  to  retreat  ttnm.  ^ 
bf  fore  tlie  aiuj^le  fort  of  KnoiW'nbmv."  ' 
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Njinegen.  The  gnmson  and  biirghei*s  accordingly  made 
every  prepai-ation  to  resist  the  attack,  thscoucerted  iis  thoy 
were,  however,  by  the  departure  of  Farina^  and  by  the 
apparent  incapacity  of  Verdugo  to  bring  them  efTectual 
rehef. 

But  to  the  Burpriae  of  all  men,  the  States  forces  suddenly 
disappeared  from  the  scone,  having  been,  as  it  were,  spirited 
away  by  night-time,  along  those  silent  watery  highways  and 
CTosaways  of  canal,  river,  and  estuar}' — the  military  advantages 
of  which  to  the  Netherlands,  Maurice  was  the  first  thorougldy 
to  demonstrate.  Having  previously  made  great  preparations 
of  munitions  and  provisions  in  Zeeland,  the  young  general, 
who  was  thought  liard  at  work  in  Gelderland,  suddenly  pre- 

iited  himself,  on  the  19th  September,  b<^fnre  the 
i  of  Hulst,  on  the  border  of  Zeeland  and  Brabant. 
It  was  a  place  of  importance  from  its  situation,  its  possession 
by  tlie  enemy  being  a  perpetual  thorn  in  the  side  of  the 
States,  and  a  constant  obstacle  to  the  plans  of  Maurice.  His 
arrangements  having  been  made  with  the  customary 
neatness,  celerity,  and  completeness,  he  received  the 
•Burrender  of  the  city  on  the  fifth  day  after  his  arrival."' 

Its  commander,  Castillo,  could  ofler  no  resistance,  antl 
subsequently,  it  is  said,  beheaded  by  order  of  the  Duke 
Parma  for  his  negligence.^'  The  place  is  but  a  dozen 
miles  from  Antwerp,  which  city  was  at  the  very  moment 
keeping  great  holiday  and  outdoing  itself  in  magnificent 
festivals  in  honour  of  young  lismuccio.'*  The  capture  of 
Hoist  before  his  eyes  was  a  demonsti*ation  quite  unex- 
pected by  the  prince,  and  great  was  the  wrath  of  old  Mou- 
di^gon,  governor  of  Antwerp,  thus  bearded  in  his  den.  The 
Tetjeran  made  immediate  preparations  for  chastising  the 
audacious  Beggars  of  Zeeland  and  their  pedantic  young 
commander,  but  no  sooner  had  the  Spaniards  tjiken  the 
field  than  the  wily  foe  had  disappeared  as  magically  as  he 
had  come. 


24  Sept. 


•*  Meterc'ii.  u/w  mp.     Bor,  ubi  mip.  574.    Dtiyck,  48-58. 
'?  Mol»'ren,  tthi  tup.  •*  Ibid. 
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The  Flemish  earth  seemed  to  have  bubbles  as  the  water 
hath,  and  while  Jlondragon  was  beating  the  air  in  vain  on 
the  margin  of  the  SchelJ,  Maurice  was  back  again  upon  the 
Waal,  horse,  foot,  and  artillery,  bag»  baggage,  and  munitioiif 
and  had  fairly  set  himself  down  in  earnest  to  besiege  Nymegen,       i 
before  the  honest  burghers  and  the  ganuson   had  finished  ^| 
drawing  long  breatlis  at  their  recent  escape.    Between  the  14tb  ^^ 
1 4-1 G  Oct.  and  lOtli  October  he  had  bridged  the  deep,  wide,       i 
^^^^-        and  rapid  river,  bad  transported  eight  thousand  fi^e  ^| 
hundred   infantry  and  sixteen  companies  of  cavaby  to  tlie  " 
southern  side,  had  entrenched  his  camp  and  made  bis  ap- 
proaches, arid  had  got  sixty-eight  pieces  of  artillery  into  three 
positions  commanding  the  weakest  part  of  the  defences  of  the 
city  between  the  Falcon  Tower  and  the  Hocnder  gate.**    The 
fort  of  Knodsenburg  was  also  ready  to  throw  hot  shot  across  ^e 
river  into  the  town.     Not  a  detail  in  all  these  preparations 
escaped  tlie  vigilant  eye  of  the  Commander-in-Chief,  ancl  again 
and  again  was  he  implored  not  so  recklessly  to  expose  a  life 
already  become  precious  to  his  country.   On  the2(Hh 
October,  Maurice  sent  to  demand  the  surrender  of 
the  city.     The  reply  was  facetious  but  decisive. 

The  prince  wiis  but  a  young  suitor,  it  was  said,  and  the 
city  a  spinster  not  so  lightly  to  be  won.  A  longer  coartship 
and  more  trouble  would  be  necessary.*' 

Whereupon  the  suitor  opened  all  his  batteries  without 
further  delay,  and  the  spinster  gave  a  fresh  example  of  the 
inevitable  fate  of  talking  castles  and  listening  ladies. 

Nymegen,  despite  her  saucy  answer  on  the  20th,  sur- 
rendered on  the  21st  lielief  was  impoesibld. 
Neither  Parma,  now  on  his  way  to  France,  nor 
Verdugo,  shut  up  in  Friesland,  could  come  to  tlie  rescue  of 
the  place,  and  the  combinations  of  Maurice  were  an  inexorable 
demonstration. 

The  terms  of  the  surrender  were  similar  to  those  accorded 

to  Zutphen  and  Deventer.     In  regard  to  the  religious  point 

it  was  expressly  laid  down  by  Maurice  that  the  demand  for 

*'  Metemi.  »vi  300.    Bor.  xxviij.  575.    Duyrk.  SfMT?.      ">  Hetoran.  uhi  Mfv 
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21  Oct. 
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permission  to  exercise  publicly  the  Eoman  Catholic  religiou 
should  be  left  to  the  decision  of  the  States-General.*' 

And  thus  another  most  imiwrtiint  city  had  been  added  to 
the  domains  of  the  republic.  Another  triumph  was  inscribed 
on  the  record  of  the  young  commander.  The  exultation  was 
very  great  throughout  the  United  Netherlands,  and  heart- 
felt was  the  homage  rendered  by  aU  classes  of  Iiis  countrymen 
to  the  son  of  William  the  Silent. 

Queen  Elizabeth  wrote  to  congratulate  him  in  warmest 
terms  on  his  great  successes,  and  even  the  Spaniards  began 
to  recognise  the  merits  of  the  new  chieftain.  An  intercepted 
letter  from  Verdugo,  who  had  been  foiled  in  his  elTorts  to 
arrest  the  aireer  of  Maurice,  indicated  great  respect  for  his 
prowess.  "  I  have  been  informed,"  said  the  veteran,  "  that 
Connt  Maurice  of  Nassau  wishes  to  fight  me.  Had  I  the  op- 
portunity I  assure  you  that  1  should  not  ftul  him,  for  even  if  ill 
luck  were  my  portion,  I  should  at  least  not  escape  the  honour  i>f 
being  beaten  by  such  a  personage.  I  beg  yon  to  tell  him  so  with 
my  affectionate  compliments.    Yours,  Francis  Verduoo."^ 

These  chivalrous  sentiments  towards  Prince  Maurice  had 
not  however  prevented  Verdugo  from  doing  his  best  to 
assassinate  Count  Lewis  William.  Two  Si>aniard8  had  been 
sted  in  the  States  camp  this  summer,  who  came  in  as 
but  who  confessed  "  with  little,  or  mostly  without 
are,"  that  they  had  been  sent  by  their  governor  and 
colonel  with  instructions  to  seize  a  favourable  opportunity  to 
shoot  Lewis  William  and  set  fire  to  his  camp.  But  such 
practices  were  so  common  on  the  part  of  the  Spanish  com- 
manders as  to  occasion  no  surprise  whatever."" 

It  will  be  remembered  that  two  years  before,  the  famous 

Martin  Schenk  had  come  to  a  tragic  end  at  Nymegen.^     lie 

had  been  drowned,  fished  up,  hanged,  drawn»  and  quartered  ; 

after  which  his  scattered  fragments,  having  been  exposed  on 

all  the  prmcipal  towers  of  the  cit}%  had  been  put  in  pickle 

and   deposited    in   a  chest.     They  were  now  collected  and 

•'  Meteron,   Bor,   Duyck,    ubi  mp.        *=•  Groen  v.  Priustcrer.    (Areliivta, 
Van  der  Kemp,  i.  1 13.  H.  S.rie  i.  I  IS.  i 

»•  U«»r,  ubi  gup.  578.  *"*  Vol.  II.  of  thib  work,  chfli>.  xx. 
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buried  triurapbantly  in  the  tomb  of  the  Dukes  of  Gelderland. 
Thus  Uic  shaile  of  the  grim  freebooter  was  at  last  appeased.* 

The  govomment  of  the  city  wiia  conferred  upon  Count 
Lewis  Wiiliara,  with  Geranl  de  Jonge  as  his  lieutenant  A 
substantial  garrison  was  placed  iu  the  city,  and,  the  season 
being  now  far  advanced,  Maurice  brought  the  niilitAry  opera- 
tions of  the  year,  saving  a  slight  preliminary  demonstration 
against  Gertruydenberg,  to  a  close.'^  He  had  deserved  and 
attained  considerable  renonvn.  He  had  astonished  the 
leisurely  war-makei-s  and  phlegmatic  veterans  of  the  time, 
both  among  friends  and  foes,  by  tlie  unexampled  rapidity  of 
bis  movements  and  the  concentration  of  his  attaeka.  He  had 
carried  great  'vvaggon  trains  and  whole  parks  of  siege  artillery 
— the  heaviest  then  known — over  roads  and  swamps  which 
luul  been  deemed  impassable  even  for  infantry.  He  had 
traversed  the  length  and  breadth  of  the  repubUc  in  a  single 
campaign,  taken  two  great  cities  in  Oveiysstd,  picked  up  cities 
and  fortresses  in  tbe  province  of  Groningen,  and  threatened 
its  capital,  menaced  8tt>ouwyk,  relieved  Knodsenburg  thongh 
besieged  in  jyerson  by  the  greatest  commander  of  the  age, 
beaten  the  most  famous  cavalry  of  Spain  and  Italy  under  the 
eyes  of  their  chieftain,  swooi>ed  as  it  were  through  the  air 
upon  Brabant,  and  cai-ried  ofl'an  important  city  almost  in  the 
sight  of  Antwerp,  and  si>ed  back  again  in  the  freezing  weather 
of  eai'ly  autumn,  with  his  splendidly  served  and  invincible 
artillery,  to  the  imperial  city  of  Nymegen,  which  Famese 
had  sworn  to  guard  like  tlie  apple  of  his  eye,  and  which,  with 
consummate  skill,  was  forced  out  of  his  grasp  in  five  daya 

*'  Some  might  attribute  these  things  to  blind  fortune,'*  sayi 
an  honest  chronicler  who  had  occupied  important  i)osts  in  the 
service  of  the  prince  and  of  his  cousin  Lewis  Wilham,  "bat 
they  who  knew  the  princes  constant  study  and  laborioos 
attention  to  detail,  who  were  aware  that  he  never  committed 
to  another  what  he  could  do  himself,  who  saw  his  sobriety,  I 
vigilunce,  his  periM?tual  study  and  holding  of  council  with 
Count  Lewis  William  (himself  possessed  of  all  iheae  good 
•*  Bar,  uiti  tup,  **  Bor,  Mctvreo,  Dtajrok,  mW  aup. 
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gifte,  jierliaps  even  in  greater  degree),  and  who  never  found 
him  seeking^  like  so  many  other  commanders,  his  own  ease 
aud  comfort,  would  think  differently."*' 


"'  Reyd,  ix,  175. 

It  b  indccxl  inipoasible  to  re^pud  the 
Biuple,  caruvst.  genial.  thIotoub,  and 
sitkiioua  character  of  I-eww  Willium 
without  litTcction.  Hi«  phvute  It- ttcre 
MTU  cliarming.  lii  the  Jntcnivls  of  hb 
buBj  ounpaigntngi,  he  fotiml  limc<  not 
otilv  fnr  liw  own  studio*,  but  oIbo  fur 
p'l  i:^'    t)ie  ediK^atini)   of   his 

t^  iTutlterd.     Ithiulotfirat 

('  1  Unit  tliey  alttiuhl  K^>  to 

u:  iiiiver*ity.ljut  oUl  Ouunt 

J  I  t*»  the'ex|>en*.  aii<l  to 

I!  luibitn  whii'h  thi-y  wuuhl 

cii'  icrc.     Ho   likc-tl   nut    iLl- 

"roorrsi  '  o(  the  vnung  English  xio- 
bk^  he  wiij,  whilt,'  he  iIoIioujkhhI  in 
Vohr-im  -     the  dnUikeiiUfsa 

iiDil   pi  the   OeriuaiLa.     It 

wuij  ii.iv>  ui .  iici  that  Couiit  Li'wis 
^Villuun  ahouhl  tiike  eliargc  of  th<jm 
hirua^-ir:  *'  As  then?  is  no  pjod  opjjor- 
luiiity  for  them  at  Dillunbuiv.  '  he 
¥rr»>t"  to  hy  frither,  •*r»nd  tia  the  ex- 
fH  .it,  it  ia 

I'-  HI  with 

n»t.-.  AiMi.M,^',!  iimi-  t-.  \>ty  Uonr 
luTO,  ttuil  luy  iiou.-ickci'pirig  ib  very 
hanl  upoH  u»e,  yet  nn*  my  yniing^  bro- 
UicrM>  uml  tiieir  (j:r«Ml  c-ducTition,  on 
wUu:ii  their  wcul  utid  w<x*  dL<[>cn<i,  so 
tint  I  will  t«ikt<  rhnrg*.-  of 
L  ikU  my  htsu-L  In  thisi  ciu-<> 
will  pLiiM.-  c«.-ii<l  tlioiii  rt 
praeeptor.  uiid    (wiy   (>^r    hi-i 

»y  aimI  for  luy  bnjthcrs   clotldng. 

For  the  rvsi  I  will  provide;  aud  I  will 
BuysLlf  be  tluir  tutnr  in  n*iulins?  Aitd 
J|udyi)ig,  in  whuli  1   iiL-ivip«»  lujaelf  i 
I  iJlBniUoh  lis  1  huvf  o|i|M>rtuiiitv  to  do,  j 
«nd  I  will  tiike  till  It;  '-■■"■     M-  to  tijo 
flfld   wii».iM;ver  tli  ling   to 

BLti    thcrt>,    aud    n  ,_  Ju^    on 

BgHiust  Uie  cuL<my.''  Uhjvu  v.  Prin^- 
t'ti-r.     (AjxJiivL*.  IL   8.  I  HU,  '127, 

i:u.  Ml,.)  ^ 

Tld*  wiM  the  staff  oat  of  which  thi« 
NtiMtituH  were  mndo,  Willi;iuj  tlii< 
t!lilf.*ul  and  LL»  thrtc  brclhruii  lu«d 
«JlTea<iy  laid  di>wn  l.li«  ir  livt^  for  the 

r  iitnrnijuwcatlth  which  he  htwl  founde^l. 

'iod  uow  tJi'To  Wvro  hi:)  nun  aud 
ninr  fxu>ui  of  tJie  roco  in  urnn*  for 
its  iietuaoi,  or  duvutiug  all  their  eaur> 


gics  and  their  means  to  emulate  the 
example  cet  them  by  Uieir  prodeoe*- 

aors.  Nor  can  I  reumin  in  thig  con- 
nocUon  from  citing  the  noble  hiuguage 
in  which  the  |)atri(irch  of  tlic  Noamuii, 
G>uut  Joim  the  Elder,  urged  upon  hia 
ii'^ivi  und  nephews  tlie  neoeaaity  of 
ciitiddi^itiing  a  «y»t«tu  of  common 
«rhoid»  in  the  United  Piwvinoee — an 
iutititution  which,  when  adopted  in 
thut  c«mtmon wealth,  bccoiue  a  aooroe 
of  iurailculublti  goTMi  and  which,  tnuis* 
plantt^  in  the  next  /  ■  '■  hy  Eug* 
liih  pilgrims  froin  .  Moaai- 

chu*cttj,    and    M>     .  l'»ped    io 

the  %'irgiu  soil  of  Araerin,  bus  long 
betm  the  chief  aaf*  guar!  nnd  the 
peculiar   ghiry  of  our   •  lie. 

"  \\>n  must  urge  upon  i  '  .t.- 

rieml/'Niid  tl:-    •  '•     ^  ■  ■  -r 

of  WillLiui  ti 

conlioff  ti>   111  ,  i»- 

aud  the  JisUiLu,  ahotilii  caUdiluh  free 
schools  where  children  of  quality  aa 
well  HA  of  p«Hjr  faiuilicD,  tor  a  Very 
aiuidl  sxuTL,  could  be  well  aud  chriit- 
tiiiuly  <  !r  '  '  '  ■  '  ^  ■  -n^rhi  up.  Thia 
Would!  .[  rufHt  Uiteful 

Work,  :i;  i  vice  tluit  y«»u 

could  ever  aecntupiiah  for  God  and 
Ch^i^tiiUlitv,   aud    e^pecloll)'  for    the 

Nt'tli.  rluuds  tlieniiuolvca In 

suuuuii,  one  niiiy  jeer  at  Ihis  an  po[iL«h 
tnckofv,  mul  nn'icr\';Llue  il  oa  one  will, 
ihcre  !4ti]l  roiuainn  iu  the  work  an  iu- 
cxpiij^saibltj  W-iictit.  SMier*  awi  jxt- 
triol*  Uvi»  e'lticuted,  wiO^  a  true  kttout- 
ledi^e  of  God  ami  a  ChfUtinn  ci/n- 
itcienct:  item,  churdiet  and  tichotdH, 
good  lArerriet,  booh/  and  printing' 
pruwfm,  ar«  beiier  iJtan  all  anuiet, 
itrKnnh,  ariiHVintn.lnUHilioi**,  aUiancer, 
awl.  tretitir*  thut  can  be  had  or  ima- 
(jitied  in  the  uxtrU.  ....  Pray 
urge  upon  his  Ornce  (Prince  Maurice), 
in  couaiuly  <uid  friendly  luanner,  tliat 
he  should  not  .*hnt»k  from  nor  llnd 
shiimo  'T  .iii'i.-iiifv  ill  ii .. ..  ihiu/k  tior 

CbftatJ,  >J  id, 

fromnti  i.  r- 

iug  theiu  wiUt  tarmat  diii^Mice." 
Groen  v.  I'l  insU-rer.  Arcluvcii,  IL  S. 
i.  Letter  95,  p.  210  tfjjq.) 
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War  in  Brittany  and  Normandy  —  VoaUi  of  Lu  Nouc  —  EiJigkm* 
pLiliticftl  jjorsccutioni  in  Paria  —  Murder  of  Prttddtiut  UrLi^ou,  luuvhcr. 
and  Tardif— Tbe  sceptre  of  France  offered  to  Philip  —  The  Duke  of 
Mftyeunu  punialit*  the  inur<lcrerH  of  the  mngi8trttt«?j9  —  Speech  of  Uearj't 
envoy  to  tho  States-Genoral  — Letter  of  Queen  Elizn)j«th  to  Heniy  — 
Siege  of  Rouen  —  Farneso  leatls  an  army  to  itd  relief— The  king  is 
wounded  in  a  skirmiish  —  Siogo  of  Rue  by  Famese  —  ilunry  miacB  the 
eiege  of  Rouen  —  Si^e  of  Cauilebec  —  Critical  position  of  Faruese  oad 
his  army  —  Victory  of  Uie  Duko  of  Merceeur  in  Brittivny. 

AoA.ur  ttie  central  point  towards  which  tho  complicated 
events  to  bo  described  in  this  history  gravitate  is  foiuid 
tho  soil  of  Franco.  Movements  apjiarently  desultory  aiid 
disconnected — as  they  may  have  seemed  to  the  oontempo> 
runeoHs  observer,  necessarily  occupied  >Fith  the  local  and 
daily  details  which  make  up  individual  human  life — are 
found  to  be  necessary  parts  of  a  whole,  when  regarded  with 
tliut  breadth  and  clearness  of  vision  which  is  permitted  to 
human  beings  only  when  they  can  look  backward  upon  that 
long  sequence  of  events  which  make  up  the  life  of  nations 
and  wbii'li  we  call  tho  Ptist.  It  is  only  by  the  anatomical 
study  of  what  has  ceased  to  exiat  that  we  can  come  thoroughly 
to  comprehend  the  framework  and  the  vital  conditions  of  tb*i 
which  lives.  It  is  only  by  patiently  lifting  the  shroud  from 
the  Past  that  we  can  enable  ourselves  to  make  even  wide 
guesses  at  the  meaning  of  the  dim  Present  and  the  veiled 
Future.  It  is  only  thus  that  the  continuity  of  human  history 
reveals  itself  to  us  4is  the  most  importiint  of  scientific  facts. 

If  ever  coui mo n wealth  was  apparently  doomed  to  lose  that 
national  existence  which  it  had  maintained  for  a  brief  period 
at  the  expense  of  infinite  Sacrifice  of  blood  and  treasure,  it  waa 
the  rejmblic  uf  the  United  Netherlands  in  the  period  imme^ 
d lately  succeeding  tlio  death  of  William  the  Silent.     Domostie 
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treusoii,  eecessiou  of  important  provinces,  religious  hatretl, 
foreign  intrigue,  and  foreign  invasion — in  such  a  'sea  of  troubled 
was  the  republit?  destiur-d  generations  long  to  struggle.  Who 
but  the  fanatical,  the  shallow-minded,  or  the  corrupt  coukl 
doubt  the  inevitable  issne  of  the  conflict  ?  Did  not  great  sages 
and  statesmen  whose  teachings  seemed  so  much  wiser  in  their 
generation  than  the  untiiught  impulses  of  the  great  popular 
heart,  condemn  over  and  over  again  the  liopeless  struggles 
and  the  atrocious  bloodshed  which  were  thought  to  disgrnce 
the  age,  and  by  which  it  was  held  impossible  that  the  cause 
of  human  liberty  should  ever  be  advancetl  ? 

To  us  who  look  back  from  the  vantage  summit  which 
humanity  has  reached — thanks  to  the  toil  and  sacrifices  of 
those  who  have  preceded  us — it  may  seem  doubtful  whether 
a  premature  peace  in  the  Netherlands,  France,  and  England 
would  have  been  an  unmitigated  blessing,  however  easily  it 
might  have  been  purchased  by  the  establishment  all  over 
Europe  of  that  holy  institution  called  the  Inquisition,  and 
by  the  tranquil  acceptance  of  the  foreign  domination  of 
8pain. 

I  If,  too,  ever  country  seemed  destined  to  the  painful  process 
of  national  vivisection  and  final  dismemberment,  it  was  France. 
Its  natural  guardians  and  masters,  save  one,  were  in  secret 
negotiation  with  foreign  powers  to  obtain  with  their  assistance 
a  portion  of  the  national  temtory  under  acknowledgment  of 
foreign  supremacy.  There  was  hardly  an  inch  of  French  soil 
that  had  not  two  jKWsessors,  In  Burgundy  Baron  Biron  was 
battling  against  the  Viscount  Tavannes ;  in  the  Lyonese  and 
Dauphiny  Marshal  des  Digiueres  was  lighting  with  the 
Dukes  of  iSavoy  and  Nemours:  in  Provence,  Epernon  was 
resisting  Savoy;  in  Languedoc,  Constable  Montmorency  con- 
tended with  the  Duke  of  Joyeuse  ;  in  Brittany,  the  Prince  of 
Dombes  was  struggling  with  the  Duke  of  Mercceur. 

But  there  was  one  ativenturer  who  thought  he  could  show 
a  better  legal  title  to  the  throne  of  France  than  all  the  doctors 
of  the  Sorboune  could  ftirnish  to  Philip  11.  and  his  daughter, 

I  Hud  who  still  tnisted,  through  all  the  disasters  which  pursued 
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him,  aud  despite  the  machinations  of  venal  warriors  and  iBeft> 
dicant  princes,  to  his  good  right  aud  hia  good  eword,  and  lo 
souietliiug  more  potent  than  both,  the  cause  of  national  unity. 
His  rebuke  to  the  intriguing  priests  at  the  interview  of  St. 
Denis,  and  his  reference  to  the  judgment  of  Solomon,  formed 
the  text  to  his  whole  career. 

Tlie  hruut  of  tho  war  now  fell  uiwn  Brittany  and  Nor- 
mandy. Three  thousand  Spaniards  under  Don  John  de 
Arpiila  had  landed  in  tiie  port  of  Bhivet  which  they  hud  fur- 
tiiied,  as  a  stronghold  on  the  coast'  And  thither,  to  defend 
the  integrity  of  that  portion  of  France,  which,  in  SpJinish 
hands,  was  a  perpetual  menace  to  her  realm,  her  crown,  even 
to  her  life.  Queen  EHzaheth  had  sent  some  three  tliousond 
Englishmen,  under  coniraanders  well  known  to  France  and 
tlie  Netherlands.  There  was  black  Norris  again  dealing 
death  among  the  Spaniards  and  renewing  his  per})etual 
squabbles  with  Sir  Roger  Williams.  There  was  that  doughty 
Welshman  liimself,  truculent  aud  caustic  as  ever  and  as  ready 
with  swurd  or  pen,  foremost  in  every  mad  adventure  or  every 
forlorn  hope,  criticizing  with  sharpest  tongue  the  bluudere 
and  shorteonnngs  of  friend  and  foe,  aud  devoting  tho  Last 
dnip  in  liis  veins  with  chivalrous  devotion  to  his  Queen. 
**  The  world  cannot  deny,"  said  he,  '*  that  any  carcase  living 
ventun^d  himself  freer  and  oftcner  for  Iiis  prince,  state,  and 
friends  than  I  did  mine.  There  is  no  more  to  be  had  of  a 
poor  beast  than  his  skin,  and  for  want  of  other  meaud  1  never 
respected  mine  in  the  least  rtispect  towards  my  sovereign's 
service,  or  country.""    And  so  passing  his  life  in  the  saddle 


1  Colornti,  iv.  61". 

«  Williams  to  IlarKhley,  Feb.  15, 
1532.     tS.  R  Offlctj  MS.) 

A  mostt  brilliuxit  c^otubat  liitd  ro 
ceutly  occurred  b.^fnrt)  Dicprw?,  in 
whicli  Sir  lingtir.  tit  tJiR  hem  of  six 
Imiwlred  men— four  liuudroii  of  tiicm 
Kiiglish — bu<l  atlaclciHl  two  full  regi- 
meittM  of  tlie  Li.>a;;iic  in  tbeir  entrencli- 
iJicuta,  iiud  ftnited  Uieiu  iittnriy,  wltb 
llio  b»A«  of  Hvo  hiin.lrod  kilkxl  iind 
wotiiidod.  f.iiir  btiiidrt-d  nrisoiiors,  and 
wwlttiiiing  but  Utile  low  hiinML'U'.    The 


achiuvemcQt  seems  an  oxtraortiioAry 
one,  but  in  vuuohed  for  by  tbr-  fht- 
Tt-rnor  of  Dif  |*p«_',  on  wi  tiU 

it  wua  cinnmuiiieati-*]    >  -.icu 

ambassador  iu  Liiudoii  t  .i  .  '  >  n  : 
"Glory  to  G<kI  »ud  t-  t  i  .  i  8ir 
WLlliAms,"  suiid  tbu  anitu-v  i  i,.r,  ■  w1h> 
huM  not  bvlied  by  ih'iA  uoLiou  Uic  pknI 
opinion  tliRt  all  goml  ptopte  of  oolh 
nritioTifl  hftd  <>f  Uim  tbis  long  time,  stid 
ba8  dbi>wu  us  that  the  Ku^U^b  erf  our 
«!i\y  l«ivo  not  degcueratod  from  ll»«< 
ancient  virtue  of  tboir  fatbers.'*  Bc«u- 
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nnder  fire,  yet  finding  leisure  to  collect  the  materials  for, 
ad  to  complete  the  executfou  of,  one  of  the  most  valmible  aiid 
Ittnictive  histories  of  the  ago,  thtj  bohl  Welslimau  again  and 
Igain    appears,    wearing  the   same  hnmoruua  but  truemleut 
Bpect  that  belonged  to  him  when  he  was  wont  to  run  up 
'  and  down  in  a  great  morion  and  featliei's  on  Flemish  battle- 
^fielik,amark  for  the  Spanish  gharp-sliooters. 

There,  too,  under  the  banner  of  the  JJeamese,  that  other 

rian  of  those  sanguinary  times,  who  had  fouglit  on  almost 

battle-field  where  tyranny  and  liberty  had  sought  to 

lite  each  other  dead,  on  French  or  Fiemiah  soil,  and  who 

Besides  other  Bpceohes,  although  iiot 
fliat^ihtig,  I  am  atmured  honest,  I  told 
Ilia  Majeafy,  Sir,  if  you  will  have  tlio 
world  Ut  coMtVas  you  as  ^reut  a  captain 
iLS  youfbt^lf,  and  ail  wo  Lore  think  you 
to  De,  you  must  recover  or  ut  least 
save  your  a^Miports,  rather  tliati  those 
bicocit^uejS  or  places  of  suiaII  impfjrt- 
nneo  m  resfRCt  of  tbem,  tlat*  tout  best 
frietnlfl  will  desimir  of  your  govern- 
tueiit,  and  in  short  time  not  iiblo  to 
«ucoijur  you  for  wont  nf  jwrln  to  land 
your  uectiaiLrifH."  Willianin  to  tlio 
Queen,  from  Dieppe,  4  Juno  1591. 
(S.  P.  Office  JIS.) 

And  again  : — "  Doth  tlio  King  pros- 
per, your  Majesty  and  estate  must 
uc'&ds  nourish,  for  the  wan  will  rest  all 
on  lum.  Dotli  he  decay,  your  Majesty 
muHt  niM^ls  maintain  liis  wars,  or  in  a 
bhnrt  time  lij^ht  of  yourself,  not  only 
ii^jainst  tho  }^i>anii<b,  but  ligainst  all 
tlio  L«ijyn«.'.  Ill©  wliicb  will  iiirrcaso 
daily,  for  ull  the  uiercunarxes  will  lol- 
Iww  the  fortunate.  1  niofiii  the  victori- 
ous. Dutli  (lie  Spuuidh  ruin  thhi  king, 
Holland  tiiid  ZciIuikI  will   bo   found 

fml  chta[»,  and  Kiij^land  in  that  (^ao 
prny  LUnl  ncwerto  see  iU  Therif»»rc, 
niorit  Hured  S*.<voreigu,  a  ijeimy  to  suvo 
a  pfjund  is  well  bewtowed,  and  to  ruin 
a  auburb  to  siivo  a  city  is  done  U>  good 
purpotjc-  My  meu.uing  i^  l»etter  to 
spend  part  of  your  wealth  and  subject* 
tlian  Uj  hozarti  thu  whole.  This  king 
is  on  nuilrinf;  or  nuirriug,  resrjlving 
only  on  your  Mujealy's  Kuceour.  Hav- 
ing it.  ho  douliti*  notliiu]rj  to  lake 
Ittmon."  Wiliiann*  to  the  Quetu,  *J 
June.  1591.    (S.  P.  OHicu  MS.) 


^Tb.i 


oir  la  Nocle  to  Burgliley,  May  24. 
'   *      (S.  P.  OQke  MS.) 

No  ouo  giivo  better  or  blunter  nd- 

■if**?   to   h«»th  Qucon  and  King  than 

rii  I  •  ligbtiug.     sliaq)  -  writing 

]  y  No    one   insisted    niore 

ilian  he  did  on  the  entire 

Biion  in  interc-j»t  and  dlanger  of  Eliza- 

cUi,  Henry,  and  the  Dutch  Republic ; 

1  that  every  kittle  gained  in  Bnt- 

ny,  Nuruiunily.  or  thu  Nethcilunda, 

ft  bl«iw  alruck  in  immeiliuto  de- 

ut   England's  vtry  exiatence, — 

b»in'f«»re,    Sacred    Majesty,"    wrote 

iriLliHm**.  "  if  you  can,  help  tlie  King 

take  Rouen.     If  he  be  in  Rouon, 

our  Majesty  may   be  assured    this 

'nrr  in  on  his  horoeback  in  such  sort 

.in  nnrl  their  eon  fed  tr  a  tors 

rid  dare  think  on  nothing 

Mv  to  pH'vent  him.      Then 

all  l;e  b.j  will  able  to  mnintiiin  hiiu- 

dC  oud  your  Ihijcsity's  purse  be  well 

spued,  but  doth  he  not  ta.ko  Rouen, 

and  the  S]Miniards  enter  into   tlies*:- 

Mula,  as  Villars  and  Tuvannva  doth 

demaiHl  th«.in.  then  be  Ohaured  nil  the 

of    tlieao    wars   mui«t   be   on 

lajetsty,  for  the  poor  king  shall 

i  able  to  pay  500  wildiers,     K  lie 

liOTiId  he  beaten,  be  oiisurcd  in  few 

Dootha  to  fight  for  the  iingllsh  porld, 

eueh  sort  that  I  pmy  Ood  I  may 


fear  I   angered  the 

■  -i^ht,  your 

1  me  ever 

-ft  of  niy 


▼CT  see  it.     I 
Ifhebe.' 
fajesiy  and  tbe 
Bcrvuut  to   ( 
t»w«  r.     I  iiiund  hiiii  e<iUKrUna:a  i»-iuak- 
;  ho  would  be:jiogc  Ponloiw,  n<ime- 
hnes  Soncy  in  ChatHpogne,  and  h<»w 
)  dhould  join  with  the  Alninyn  uouy. 
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had  prepared  his  famous  political  and  military  disconises  iu 

a  foul  dungeon  swarming  with  toads  and  rats  and  other  vil- 
lainoQS  reptiles  to  which  the  worse  thau  infernal  tyranny  of 
Philip  II,  had  consigned  him  for  seven  years  long  as  a 
prisoner  of  war — the  brave  and  good  La  None,  ^dth  the  inm 
arm,  hero  of  a  hundred  combats,  was  fighting  his  last  fight. 
At  the  siege  c>f  Laraballe  iu  Brittany,  he  had  taken  off  his 
casque  and  climbed  a  ladder  to  examine  the  breach  effected 
by  the  hatteTit'S.  An  arquebus  shot  from  the  town  grazed 
his  forehead,  and,  without  inflicting  a  severe  wound,  stunne<l 
him  so  much  that  he  lost  his  balance  and  fell  head  foremost 
towards  the  ground  ;  his  leg,  wliich  hatl  b<3en  wounded  at  the 
midnight  assault  upon  Paris,  where  he  stood  at  the  side  of 
King  lleury,  caught  in  the  ladder  aud  held  him  suspended. 
Hls  head  was  severely  bruised,  and  the  contusions  and  shock 
to  hk  war-worn  frame  wore  so  great  that  lie  died  after  linger- 
ing eighteen  days. 

His  son  de  Teligny,  who  in  his  tuni  had  just  been  ex- 
changed and  released  from  the  prison  where  he  had  lain  since 
his  capture  before  Antwerp,  had  hastened  with  joy  to  join  his 
father  in  the  camp,  but  came  to  close  his  eyes.  Tlie  veteran 
caused  the  chapter  in  Job  on  the  resurrection  of  the  body  to 
be  read  to  him  on  his  death-bed,  and  died  expressing  his  firm 
faith  in  a  hereafter.  Thus  passed  away,  at  the  age  of  aixty» 
on  the  4th  August,  1591,  one  of  the  most  heroic  spirits  of 
France.  Prudence,  courage,  experience,  military  knowledge 
both  theoretic  and  practical,  made  him  one  of  the  first  cap* 
tains  of  the  age,  and  he  waa  not  more  distinguished  for  his 
valour  than  for  the  purity  of  his  life,  and  the  moderation, 
temperance,  and  justice  of  his  character.^  The  Prince  of 
Dombes,  in  despair  at  his  deaths  raised  the  siege  of  Lam- 
bnlle. 

There  was  yet  another  chronicler,  fighting  among   the 

Spaniards,  now  in  Brittany,  now  in  Normandy,  and  now  in 

Flanders,  and  doing  his  work  as  thoroughly  with  his  sword  as 

afterwards   with    liis   [wn,  Don   Carlos   Colonm,   captain  o( 

»  De  Tliou,  I.  xi.  lib,  97,  pp.  307,  Sys. 
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cavalry,  afterwards  financier,  envoy,  and  historian.     For  it 

was  thus  that  those  writers  prepared  themselves  for  their 

work.    They  were  all  actors  in  the  great  epic,  the  episodes  of 

_which  they  have  preserved.      They  lived  and  fought,  and 

'light  and  suffered  and  wrote.     Rude  in  tongue,  aflame 

with  passion,  twisted  all  awry  by  prejudice,  violent  in  love 

iOd  hute,  they  have  left  us  narratives  which  are  at  least  full 

f  colour  and  thrilling  with  life. 

Thus  Netherlanders,  Englishmen,   and   Frenchmen   were 

mingling  their  blood  and  exhausting  their  energies  on 

ndred  petty  battle-fields  of  Erittany  and  Normandy ;  but 

imps  to  few  of  those  hard  fighters  was  it  given  to  di&- 

em  the  great  work  which  they  were  slowly  and  painfully 

ihieving. 

In  Paris  the  League    still    maintained  its    ascendancy. 
Henry,  ha\'ing  again  withdrawn  from  his  attempts  to  reduce 
the  capital,  had  left  the  sixteen  tyrants  who  governed  it  more 
isiire  to  occupy  themselves  with  internal  |>olitics.     A  net- 
ork  of  intrigue  was  spread  through  the  whole  atmosphere  of 
;he  place.    The  Sixteen,  sustained  by  the  power  of  Spain 
nd  llome,  and  fearing  nothing  so  much  as  the  return  of 
ace,  by  which  their  system  of  plunder  would  come  to  an 
id,  proceeded  with  th^ir  persecution  of  nil  heretics,  real  or 
lappo&ed,  who  were  rich  enough  to  offer  a  reasonable  clmnce 
of  spoil.     The  soul  of  all  these  intrigues  was  the  new  legate, 
^cga,  bishop  of  Piacenza.     Letters  from  him  to  Alexander 
•"arnese,  intercepted  by  Henry,  showed  a  determination  to 
ruin  the  Duke  of  Mayenne  and  Count  Belin  governor  of  Paris, 
,whom  he  designated  as  Colossus  and  Kenard,  to  extirpate 
le  magistrates,  and  to  put  Spanish  partizans  in  their  places, 
'ftod  in  general  to  perfect  the  machinery  by  which  the.  autho- 
rity of  Philip  was  to  be  established  in  France.     He  was  per- 
Ipetually  urging  upon  that  monarch  the  necessity  of  spending 
ore  money  among  his  creatures  in  order  to  carry  out  these 
projects.* 

Accordingly  the  attention  of  the  Sixteen   had  been  di- 

♦  D(.<  Thoa»  438, 439. 
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PGfterl  to  rrosident  Brisaon,  who  liad  already  made  kimsetfj 
80  dangerously  conspicuous  by  bis  resistance  to  the  insolent  J 
a8Sumptio!i  of  the  cartliniil-legato.    This  eminent  jaris<"onsiilt  ] 
had  suci'coded  roinponue  de  Bellievreas  first  president  of  the} 
Parliament  of  Paris.     He  had  been  distinguished  for  talent, 
learning,  and  fdo<]uonee  ns  an  advoeat^*,  and  was  the  author  j 
of  several  important  legal  works.     His  ambition  to  fill  tlie 
place  of  first  president  had  caused  him  to  remain  in  Paris 
after  its  revolt  against  Ileury  III,     He  was  no  Leaguer,  and, 
since  his  open  defiance  of  the  ultra-Cutholic  party,  he  had 
been  a  marked  man — doomed  secretly  by  the  con  fed  crates  | 
who  ruled  the  cai)ital.     He  had   fondly  imagined  that  he] 
could  govern  the  Parisian  i>opulace  as  easily  as  he  bad  been 
in  the  hahit  of  influencing  the  Parliament  or  directing  his 
clients.     He  expected  to  restore  the  citj^  to  its  obedience  to 
the   constituted   authorities.     He   hoped  to  be   himself  th** 
means  of  bringing  Henry  IV.  in  triumph  to  the  throne  of  hi:* 
anreptoi-8.     He  found,  however,  that  a  revolution  was  more  i 
difiicult  to  manage  than  a  law  case,  and  that  the  confederates 
of  the  Holy  League  were  less  tractable  than  his  clieDts 
usually  been  foimd. 

On  the  night  of  the  14th  November,  1591,  he  was  serf 
H  Nov.     on  the  bridge   St.  Michel,  while  on  his   way  to 

^^^^'  Parliament,  and  was  told  that  he  was  expected  at 
the  Hotel  de  Ville.  He  was  then  brought  to  the  prisoo  of  the 
little  Chatelet. 

Hardly  had  he  l>een  made  secure  in  the  dimly-lighted 
dungeon,  when  Crom^,  a  leader  among  the  Parisian  populace, 
made  his  ajvpearance,  accompanied  by  some  of  his  confede* 
rates,  and  dressed  in  a  comi)lete  suit  of  mail.  He  ordere<i  the 
magistrate  to  take  off  his  hat  and  to  kneel  Ho  then  retd 
a  sentence  condemning  him  to  death.  Profoundly  astonished, 
Brisson  demanded  to  know  of  what  crime  he  was  accused, 
and  under  what  authority.  The  answer  was  a  laugh,  and  an 
assurance  that  Iw  had  no  time  to  lose.  He  then  begged  that 
at  least  he  might  be  imprisoned  long  enough  to  enable  him 
to  complete  a  legal  work  on  which  he  was  engaged,  and  whicli,  I 
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by  his  premature  death,  would  bo  lost  to  tlie  t^ommonwealtli. 
This  request  produced  no  doubt  more  merriment  than  his 
previous  demands.  His  judges  wore  inflexible,  »ind  allowe<l 
him  hardly  time  to  confess  himself.  He  was  then  hanged  in 
his  dungeon.* 

Two  other  magistrates,  Larcher  and  Tardif,  were  exeeuteH 
in  the  same  way,  in  the  same  plaoe,  and  on  the  same  night. 
The  crime  charged  against  them  was  having  spoken  in  a 
pubh'c  assembly  somewhat  fret?ly  against  the  Sixteen,  and 
having  aided  in  the  circulation  in  Paris  of  a  paper  drawn  up 
by  the  Duke  of  Nevers,  filled  with  bitteniosa  against  tln> 
Lorraine  princes  and  the  League,  and  addressed  to  thn 
late  Pope  Sixtus.* 

The  three  bodies  were  afterwards  gibbeted  on  the  Greve 
in  front  of  the  Hotel  de  Ville,  and  exposed  for  two  days  to 
the  insnlts  and  fury  of  the  jxipulace. 

This  was  the  culminating  point  of  the  reign  of  terror  iu 
Paris.  Never  had  the  sixteen  tyrants,  lords  of  the  market- 
halls,  wh<»  governed  the  capital  by  favour  of  and  in  the  name 
of  the  jKipulace,  seemed  more  omnipotent.  As  representatives 
or  plenipotentiaries  of  Madam  League  they  had  laid  the  crown 
at  the  feet  of  the  King  of  Spain,  hoping  by  still  fnrtlier  drafts 
on  his  exchequer  and  his  credulity  to  prolong  indefinitely 
their  own  ignoble  reign.  The  extreme  democratic  party, 
which  had  hitherto  supiwrted  the  House  of  Lorraine,  and  had 
seemed  to  idolize  that  family  in  the  person  of  the  great 
Balafre.  now  believed  themselves  possessed  of  suflicit^nt  power 
to  control  the  Buke  of  Mayenne  and  all  his  adherents.  They 
sent  the  Jesuit  Claude  ISIathien  with  a  special  memorial  to 
Philip  II.  That  monarch  was  implored  to  take  the  scei)tre 
of  France,  and  to  reign  over  them,  inasmuch  as  they  most 
willingly  threw  themselves  into  his  arms."'  They  assured  him 
that  all  reasonable  people,  and  especially  the  Holy  League, 
wished  him  to  take  the  reins  of  Government,  on  condition  of 


»  De  Thou,  442,  443. 
'  Areli.  de  Simancaa  (Pari^)  B.  71, 
Lifnic,  &0.  in.  &i,  »e/iq. 


*  Ibid, 
dtnd   by  dtpofigno.  Hist,  de  In 
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exterminating  licreay  tliroiighoTit  the  kingdom  by  force  of] 
arms,  of  publishing  the  Council  of  Trent,  and  of  establishing  | 
everywhere  the  Holy  Inquisition — an  institution  formidable 
only  to  the  wifked  and  desirable  for  the  good.  It  wag  sug- 
gested that  Philip  should  not  call  himself  any  longer  King  of  1 
Spain  nor  ndopt  the  title  of  King  of  France,  but  that  hej 
should  proclaim  himself  the  Great  King,  or  make  use  of  some  | 
similar  designation,  not  indicating  any  specialty  but  importing  | 
universal  dominion.* 

>Should  Philip,  however,  be  disinclined  himself  to  accept  the  ' 
monarehy,  it  was  suggested  that  the  young  Duke  of  Gnise, 
sou  of  the  first  martyr  of  Franco,  would  bo  the  most  appro- 
priate personage  to  be  honoured  with  the  hand  of  the  legiti- 
mato  Queen  of  France,  the  Infanta  Clara  Isabella. 

But  the  Sixteen  were  reckoning  without  the  Duke  of 
Maycnne*  That  great  personage,  although  an  indiflereot 
warrior  and  an  utterly  un principle*!  and  venal  statesman, 
was  by  no  means  despicable  as  a  fisherman  in  the  troubled 
waters  of  revolution.  He  loiew  how  to  manjige  intrigues 
with  both  sides  for  his  own  benefit.  Had  he  been  a  bachelor 
he  might  have  obtained  the  Infanta  and  shared  her  prospective 
tlirono.  Being  encumbered  with  a  wife  he  had  no  hope  of ' 
bcL'Limuig  tlie  son-in-law  of  Philip,  and  was  determined  that 
his  nephew  Guise  should  not  enjoy  a  piece  of  good  fortune 
denied  to  himself.  The  escajve  of  the  yoimg  duke  from 
prison  had  been  the  signal  for  the  outbreak  of  jealousies 
Ijetween  uncle  and  nephew,  which  Parma  and  other  agents 
had  been  instructed  by  their  master  to  foster  to  the  utmost 
**  They  must  be  maintained  in  such  disposition  in  regard  to 
me,"  he  said,  "  that  the  one  being  ignorant  of  my  relations  to 
the  other,  both  may  without  knowing  it  do  my  will.'*  '** 

But  Mayenne,  in  this  grovelling  career  of  self-seeking,  in , 
this  iH3rj)etual  loading  of  dice  and  marking  of  cards,  vrhicli ' 
formed  the  main  occupation  of  so  many  kings  and  princes  of 

•  Aroh.  de  BimanoM  (Parw)  B.  72,  *^^.     Ibi<l.  p.  123. 

"  Arch  Ao  Simimcae  (Pari*)  57,  ^.  cited  by  Cnpefigue,  vi.  \9X 
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the  period,  and  which  passed  for  ^raehiavellian  politics,  >va.H  a 
fair  match  for  the  Spanish  king  and  his  Itah'an  viceroy,  lie 
sent  President  Jeanuin  on  special  mission  to  Phihp,  asking 
for  two  armies,  one  to  be  nnder  his  command,  tlie  other 
nnder  that  of  Farnese,  and  assured  him  that  he  should  be 
king  himself,  or  appoint  any  man  he  liked  to  the  vacant 
throne.  Thus  he  had  seeiii'ed  one  hondred  thoasand  crowns 
a  month  to  carry  on  his  own  game  witha!.  "  The  maintenance 
of  these  two  armies  costs  me  261,000  crowns  a  month,'*  said 
Philip  to  his  envoy  YLnuTa." 

And  what  was  the  result  of  all  this  expenditure  of  money. 
of  all  this  lying  and  counter-lying,  of  all  this  frantic  effort  on 
tho  part  of  the  most  powerfal  monarch  of  the  age  to  obtain 
property  which  did  not  belong  to  him — the  sovereignty  of  a 
great  kingdom,  stocked  with  a  dozen  millions  of  hnmau 
beings — of  all  this  emlless  bloodshed  of  the  pettple  in  the 
interest  of  a  liigh-born  family  or  two,  of  all  this  infamous 
brokerage  cliarged  by  great  nobles  for  their  attempts  to 
transfer  kingdoms  like  private  farms  from  one  owner  to 
anotlier?  Time  was  to  show.  ^leanwhile  men  trembled 
at  the  name  of  Philip  II.,  and  gi-ovel!ed  before  him  as  the 
incarnation  of  sagacity,  high  policy,  and  king-craft. 

But  Mnyenne,  while  taking  the  brokerage,  was  less  anxious 
about  the  transfer.  He  had  fine  instinct  enough  to  snsipect 
that  the  Beamese,  outcast  though  he  seemed,  might  after  all 
not  be  playing  so  desperate  a  game  against  the  League  as  it 
was  the  fashion  to  suppose.  He  knew  whether  or  not  Henry 
was  hkely  to  prore  a  more  fanatical  Huguenot  in  1592  than 
he  had  shown  himself  twenty  years  before  at  the  Bartholomew 
festival.  And  he  had  wit  enough  to  foresee  that  the  '*  instruc- 
tion" wliich  the  gay  free-thinker  held  so  cautiously  in  his 
fingers  might  perhaps  turn  out  the  trump  card.  A  bold, 
valorous  Frencliman  with  a  flawless  title,  and  washed  winter 
than  snow  by  the  freshest  of  holy  water,  might  prove  a  more 
formidable  daimaut  to  the  allegiance  of  Frenchmen  than  a 


"  Ibid.  57,  ^**.  ibid. 
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foreign  potentate,  even  tboiigli  backed  by  all  the  doctors  of^ 
the  8orbonne» 

The  murder  of  President  Brisson  and  bis  colleagues  by  ' 
confederates  of  the  sixteen  quarters,  was  in  truth  tlie  begiimin 
of  the  end.     What  seemed  a  proof  of  supreme  power  was  th 
precursor  of  a  connter-revohition,  destined  ere  long  to  le 
farther  than  men  dreamed.    The  Sixteen  believed  themselTe*' 
oniTiipoteiit.     Mayenne  being  in  their  power,  it  was  for  them 
to  bestow  the  crown  at  their  will,  or  to  hold  it  suspended  in 
air  as  long  as  seemed  best  to  them.     They  felt  no  doubt  that, 
all  the  other  great  cities  in  the  kingdom  would  follow  thfl 
example  of  Paris. 

But  the  li eu ten nnt- general  of  the  realm  felt  it  time 
him  to  show  thut  his  authority  was  not  a  shadow — that  he 
was  not  a  pasteboard  functionary  like  the  deceased  cardie 
fcing^  Charles  X.     Tlic  letters  entrusted  by  the  Sixteen  to^ 
Claude  Mathieu  were  intercepted  by  Henry,  and,  very  pro- 
bably,  an   intimation   of   their    contents   was  furnished   to 
Mayenne,     At  any  rate,  the  duke,  wlio  lacked  not  courage 
nor  promptness  wlien  his  own  interests  were  concerned,  who 
felt  liis  authority  slipping  away  from  him,  now  that  it  seemedl 
the  object  of  the  Spaniards  t*^  bind  the  democratic  party  toi 
themselves  by  a  romplicity  in  crime,  hastened  at  once  to  Paris, 
determined  to  crush  these  intrigues  and  to  punish  the  mur- 
derers of  the  judges.'^     Tlie  Spanish  envoy  Ybarra,  proud, 
excitable,  violent,  who  Lad  been  privy  to  the  assassinatioos, 
and  was  astonished  that  the  deeds  bad  excited  indignation 
and  fury  instead  of  the  terror  counted  upon,  remonstnite 
with  Mayenne,  intimating  that  in  times  of  civil  commotion  Hj 
was  often  necessary  to  t>e  blind  and  deaf. 

In  vain.     The  duke  carried  it  with  a  high  and  firm  hand 
4  Dpc,      He  arrested  the  ringle^iders,  and  hanged  four  of  then 
io9i.       jjj  ^|jg  basement  of  the  Louvre  within  twenty  dayt' 
after  the  commission  of  their  crime.     The  energy  was  well- 
timed  and  perfectly  successful.   The  power  of  the  Sixteen  was 
struck  to  the  earth  at  a  blow.     The  ignoble  tyrants  bectto^ 
»  De  Tiion.  xi.  446, 
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I  In  a  moment  as  despicable  as  they  Lad  been  i'oniiidable  and 
I  insolent.     Cronie,  more  fortunate  than  many  of  his  fellows, 
contrived  to  make  his  escape  out  of  the  kingdom."' 

'JThns  3[ayemie  had  formally  broken  with  tim  democratic 
party,  so  called — with  the  market-lialls  oligarchy.  In  tlms 
doing,  his  ultimate  rupture  with  the  Spaniards  was  fore- 
shadowed. The  next  combination  for  him  t^o  strive  for  would 
be  one  to  unite  tlio  moderate  catholics  and  the  Bt^arnese. 
Ah  I  if  Henry  would  but  "instruct"  himself  out  of  hand, 
what  a  game  the  duke  miglit  play  ! 

The  burgess-party,  the  mild  royalists,  the  disgusted  portion 
of  the  Leaguers,  coaJewiing  with  those  of  the  Huguenots 
whose  fidelity  might  prove  stanch  even  again.^t  the  religious 
apostasy  contemplated  by  their  chief — this  combinatk)U  might 
prove  an  over-match  for  the  ultra-leaguers,  the  democrats, 
and  the  Spaniards.  The  king's  name  would  be  a  tower  of 
strength  for  that  **  third  party,"  which  began  to  rear  its  head 
very  boldly  and  to  call  itself  "  Politicii."  Madam  League 
might  succumb  to  this  new  rival  in  the  fickle  hearts  of  the 
French. 

At  the  beginning  of  the  year  1.391,  Buzanval  had  presented 
his  credentials  to  the  States-General  at  the  Hague  26  Jrin. 
as  envoy  of  Henry  IV.  In  the  speech  which  he  ^^^^• 
ma<]e  on  this  occasion  he  expressed  the  hope  that  the  mission 
of  the  Viscount  Turenne,  his  Majesty's  envoy  to  England  and 
to  Uie  Netherlands,  had  maJe  known  the  royal  sentiments 
towards  the  States  and  the  great  satisfaction  of  the  king  with 
their  energetic  sympathy  and  assistance.  It  was  notorious,  said 
Buzanval,  that  the  King  of  Spain  for  many  years  had  been 
governed  by  no  other  motive  than  to  bring  all  the  rest  of 
Christendom  under  his  dominion,  while  at  the  same  time  he 
forced  upon  those  already  placed  under  his  sceptre  a  violent 
tyramiy,  passing  beyond  all  the  bounds  that  God,  nature,  and 
reason  had  set  to  lawful  I'orms  of  government.  In  regard  to 
nations  born  under  other  laws  tlian  his,  he  had  used  the  pretext 
of  religion  for  reducing  theni  to  servitude.   The  wars  stirred  up 

■i*  De  Thou,  xi.  447.  448. 
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by  his  family  in  Germany,  and  his  recent  invasion  of  England, 
%Yere  proofs  of  tliis  intention,  still  fresh  in  the  memory  of  all 
men.     Still  more  flagrant  were  his  machinations  in  the  present 
troubles  of  France.    Of  his  dealings  with  liib  hereditary  realms, 
the  condition  of  the  noble  provinces  of  the  Netherlands,  once  so 
blooming  under  reasonable  laws,  furnished  a  sufficient  illus- 
tration.  You  see,  my  masters,  continued  the  envoy,  tlie  subtle 
plants  of  the  SpauLsh  king  and  his  counsellors  to  reach  with  cer- 
tainty the  object  of  their  ambition.     They  have  reflected  that 
Spain,  which  is  the  outermost  corner  of  EurofM?,  cannot  cod- 
veniently  make  war  upon  other  Christian  realms.    They  have 
seen  that  a  central  position  is  necessary  to  enable  thera 
etretch  their  arms  to  every  side.    They  have  remembered  t 
princes  who  in  earlier  days  were  able  to  spread  their  wings  ov< 
all  Christendom  had  their  throne  in  France,  like  Charlee 
Great  and  his  descendants.   Therefore  the  king  is  now  earnestly' 
bent  on  seizing  this  occasion  to  make  himself  master  of  Francei 
The  death  of  the  late  king  (Henry  IIL)  had  no  sooner  occurred, 
than — as  the  blood  through  great  terror   rucshes    from   t 
extremities  and  overflows  the  heart — they  hure  also,  feari: 
to  lose  their  opportunity  and  astonished  at  the  valour  of  oi 
present  king,  abandoned  all  their  other  enterprises  in  order 
pour  themselves  upon  France.'* 

Buzanval  further  reminded  the   States  that  Henry  bad, 
received  the  most  encouraging  promises  from  the  proi 
princes  of  Germany,  and  that  so  great  a  personage  as  ll: 
Viscount  Turenne,  who  had  now  gone  thither  to  reap  the  fniil 
of  those  promises,  would  not  have  been  sent  on  such  a  mission 
except  that  ilJS  result  was  certain.     The  Queen  of  England, 
too,  had  promised  his  Majesty  most  liberal  assistance. 

It  was  not  necessary  to  argue  as  to  the  close  connection 
between  the  cause  of  the  Netherlands  and  that  of  Fnuice. 
Tlie  king  had  beaten  down  the  mutiny  of  his  own  subject^i^J 
and   repulsed  the  invasion  of  the  Dukes  of  Savoy  and  cil^l 
Lorraine.     In  consideration   of  the  assistance  promised  bv      ^ 
Germany  and  England — for  a  powerful  army  would  be  at  Un 
»  Bor,  in.  xiviU.  551.  552. 
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command  of  Henry  in  the  spring — it  might  be  said  that 
the  Netherhinds  might  repose  for  a  time  and  recruit  their 
exhausted  energies,  under  the  shadow  of  these  mighty  pre- 
parations,'* 

"  I  do  not  believe,  however/'  said  the  minister,  "  that  you 
will  all  answer  me  thus.  The  faint-liearted  and  the  inexpe- 
rienced might  flatter  themselves  with  such  thoughts^  and 
seek  thus  to  cover  their  cowardice,  but  the  zealous  and  the 
courageous  will  see  tliat  it  is  time  to  set  sail  on  the  ship,  now 
that  the  wind  is  rising  so  freshly  and  favourably. 

"  For  there  are  many  occasions  when  an  army  miglit  bo 
ruined  for  want  of  twenty  thousand  crowns.  What  a  pity  if 
a  noble  edifice,  furnished  to  the  roof-tree,  should  fall  to  decay 
for  want  of  a  few  tiles.  No  doubt  your  own  interests  are 
deeply  connected  with  our  own.  Men  may  say  that  our  pro- 
posals should  be  rejected  on  the  principle  that  the  shirt  is 
nearer  to  the  skin  than  the  coat,  but  it  can  be  easily  proved 
that  our  cause  is  one.  The  mere  rumour  of  this  army  will 
prevent  the  Duke  of  Parma  from  attacking  you.  His  forces 
will  be  drawn  to  France.  He  will  be  obliged  to  intercept  the 
crash  of  this  thunderbolt.  The  assistance  of  this  army  is 
worth  millions  to  you,  and  has  cost  you  nothing.  To  bring 
France  into  hostility  witli  Spain  is  tiie  very  policy  that 
you  have  always  pursued  and  always  should  pursue  in  order 
to  protect  your  freedom.  You  have  always  desired  a  war 
between  France  and  Spain,  and  here  is  a  fierce  and  cruel  one 
in  which  you  have  hazarded  nothing.  It  cannot  come  to  an 
end  without  bringing  signal  advantages  to  yourselves. 

"  You  have  always  desired  an  alliance  with  a  French 
sovereign,  and  here  is  a  firm  friendship  oflered  you  by  our 
king,  a  natural  alliance. 

"  You  know  how  unstable  are  most  treaties  that  are  founded 
on  shifting  interests,  and  do  not  concern  the  freedom  of  botUes 
and  souls.  The  first  are  written  with  pen  upon  paper,  and 
are  generally  as  light  as  paper.  Tliey  have  no  roots  in  the 
heart.  Those  founded  on  mutual  assistance  on  trying  occa- 
'*  Bor.  III.  xxviiL  551,  552. 


134 


THE  UNITED  NETHERLANDS. 


Chap.  XXV, 


sione  have  the  perpetual  sti-eugth  of  nature.  They  bring 
always  good  and  enduring  fruit  in  a  rich  soil  like  the  heart 
of  our  king ;  that  heart  which  is  as  beautiful  and  as  pure  from 
all  uutruth  as  the  lily  upon  his  shield. 

"  You  will  derive  the  first  profits  from  the  army  thus  raised. 
From  the  raomeut  of  its  mustering  under  a  chief  of  such 
expertence  as  Turenne,  it  will  absorb  the  whole  attention  of 
Spain,  and  will  draw  her  thoughts  from  the  Netherlanda 
to  France.*' 

All  tliis  and  more  in  the  same  earnest  manner  did  the 
envoy  urge  upon  the  consideration  of  the  Statea-General, 
concluding  with  a  demaud  of  100,000  florins  as  their  con- 
tribution towards  the  French  campaign.'* 

His  eloquence  did  not  fall  upon  unwilling  ears ;  for  the 
9  Mny,     States-Gencral,   after   taking   time    to    deliberate, 

ii>9i.  replied  to  the  propositions  by  an  expression  of  the 
strongest  sympathy  with,  and  admiration  for,  tlie  heroic 
efforts  of  the  King  of  France.  Accordingly,  notwithstanding 
their  own  enormous  expenses,  post  and  present,  and  their 
strenuous  exertions  at  that  very  moment  to  form  an  army  of 
foot  aud  horse  for  the  campaign,  the  brilliant  results  of  which 
have  already  been  narrate<l,  they  agreed  to  furnish  the 
required  loan  of  1UO,000  florins  to  be  repaid  in  a  year,  beside 
six  or  seven  good  ships  of  war  to  co-operate  with  the  flcetA  of 
Eugland  and  France  upon  the  coasts  of  Normandy."  Aud 
the  States  were  even  better  than  their  word. 

Before  the  end  of  autumn  of  the  year  1591,  Henry  had 
laid  siege  to  Rouen,  then  the  second  city  of  the  kingdom. 
To  leave  much  longer  so  important  a  place— domiuating,  aa 
it  did,  not  only  Normandy  but  a  principal  |)ortion  of  the 
maritime  borders  of  France — under  the  control  of  the  Leagiiie 
and  of  Spain  was  likely  to  be  fatal  to  Henry's  sucoeas.  It 
was  perfectly  sound  in  Queen  Elizabeth  to  insist  as  she  did« 
with  more  than  Iier  usual  imperioiisness  towards  her  excel* 
lent  brother,  that  he  should  lose  no  more  time  before 
reducing  that  eity.  It  was  obvious  that  Itouen  in  the  haoda 
'•  Hi,  111   xxviii.  A51.  562.  '7  Ibid.  552,558. 
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of  her  arch-enemy  vras  a  perpetual  meuace  to  the  safety  of 
her  own  kingdom.  It  was  therefore  with  correct  judgment^  as 
well  as  with  that  high-flown  gallantry  so  dear  to  the  heart  of 
Elizabeth,  that  her  royal  clmmpiou  and  devoted  slave  assured 
her  of  his  determination  no  longer  to  defer  obeying  her  com- 
mands in  this  respect. 

The  queen  had  repeatedly  warned  him  of  the  necessity  of 
defending  the  maritime  frontier  of  his  kiugdom,  and  she  was 
not  sparing  of  her  reproaches  that  the  large  sums  which  she 
expended  in  his  cause  had  been  often  ill  bestowed.  Her 
criticisnis  on  what  she  considered  his  military  miiitakes  were 
not  few,  her  threats  to  withdraw  her  subsidies  frequent 
"Owning  neither  the  East  nor  the  West  Indies/'  she  said, 
**  we  are  unable  to  supply  the  constant  demands  upon  us  ;  and 
although  we  have  the  reputation  of  being  a  good  housewife, 
it  does  not  follow  that  we  can  be  a  housewife  for  all  the 
world."'*  She  was  persistently  wurning  the  king  of  an  attack 
upon  Dieppe,  and  rebuking  him  for  occupying  himself  with 
petty  enterprises  to  the  neglect  of  vital  points.  8he  expressed 
her  surprise  that  after  the  departure  of  Parma,  he  had  not 
driven  the  Spaniards  out  of  Brittany,  without  allowing  them 
to  fortify  themselves  in  that  country,  **  I  am  astonished/' 
she  said  to  him,  *'  that  your  eyes  are  so  blinded  as  not  to  see 
this  danger.  Kemember,  my  dear  brother,"  she  frankly 
added,  "that  it  is  not  only  France  that  I  am  aiding,  nor  are 
my  own  natural  realms  of  little  consequence  to  me.  Believe 
me,  if  I  see  that  you  have  no  more  regard  to  the  poits  and 
maritime  places  nearest  to  us,  it  will  be  necessary  that  my 
prayers  should  serve  you  in  place  of  any  other  assistance, 
because  it  does  not  please  me  to  send  my  people  to  the 
shambles  where  they  may  perish  before  having  rendered  you 
any  assistance.  I  am  sure  the  S|>aniards  will  soon  besiege 
Dieppe.  Beware  of  it,  and  excuse  my  bluutness,  for  if  in  the 
beginning  you  had  taken  the  maritime  forts,  which  are  the 
very  gates  of  your  kingdom,  Paris  would  not  have  been  so 
well  furnished,  and  other   places  nearer  the  heart  of  the 

'*  Queen  to  the  Duke  d'Eapernon.  19  Feb.  1592.    {B.  P.  Office  M8.> 
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kingdom  would  not  bavo  received  so  much  foreign  assistance, 
without  which  the  others  would  have  soon  been  vanquished. 
Pardon  luy  simplicity  as  belonging  to  my  own  sex  wishing  to 
give  a  lesaoE  to  one  who  knows  better,  but  my  experience  in 
government  makes  me  a  little  obstinate  in  believing  that  I 
am  not  ignorant  of  tliat  which  belongs  to  a  king,  and  I  per- 
suade myself  that  in  following  my  advice  you  will  not  fail  to 
conquer  your  assailants."^' 

Before  the  end  of  the  year  Henry  had  obtained  control  of 
the  Heine,  both  above  and  below  the  city,  holding  Pont 
de  TiVivhe  on  the  north — where  was  tha  last  bridge  across 
the  river;  that  of  Rouen,  built  by  the  English  when  they 
governed  Normandy,  being  now  in  ruins — and  Caudebec  on 
tlie  south  in  an  iron  grasp.  Several  war-vessels  sent  by  tl)© 
Hollanders,  according  to  the  agreement  with  Buzanval,  cruised 
in  tite  north  of  tiie  river  below  Caudebec,  and  rendered  much 
service  to  the  king  in  cutting  off  supplies  from  the  beleaguered 
place,  while  the  investing  army  of  Henry,  numbering  twenty- 
five  thousand  foot — inclusive  of  the  English  contingent, 
and  three  thousand  Netherlanders — and  ten  thousand  ca- 
valry, nearly  all  French,  was  fast  reducing  the  place  to  ex- 
tremities. 

Parma,  as  usual,  in  obedience  to  his  master's  orders,  but 


"*  Queen  to  the  King  of  France,  7 
Mareli,  1692.  (S.  P.  Offioo  MS.  in 
Frencli,  in  her  own  Imnd.)  •'  The 
{joor  king,"  eaid  Umtoti,  "must  be 
mirneuiously  dpfended  by  God,  or  else 
be  canjini  long  suhBiBt.  Hc^  wnnteth 
meatut  and  \\\\a  ULH.'d  of  tnimcleti,  and 
without  her  lUftjeaty's  upholding  would 
quickly  pcrisJi.  She  otily  givuth  lifo 
to  luH  actinna  nnd  tcrmr  to  his  ene- 
mies." To  Burghl«v.  from  Dieppe,  15 
Man>h.  1502.    (S.  P.  Office  MS.) 

**  Knowing,"  aaid  8ir  Robert  Cecil, 
"  thiit  no  place  in  all  Fmnoe,  so,  not 
Piifia  itsi^U",  was  of  more  importanoe  to 
Imj  recovered  than  llonen  and  New- 
huvc'ii.  Uio  Qm>en  levied  imd  sent  over 
troops  witli  aac'h  apocd  as  the  like  bos 
acUijiQ  been  se«n,  being  performed 
wiliun  twenty  days,  sending  also  a 
ni •VflciniJin  of  hrr  own  n-alnj  l«i  cxinduct 


\  tbeni,  but  how  contnmly  the  King 
took  another  course  to  »?ek  other 
towns  and  plooes.  and  to  permit  hor 
M.'s  forces  to  remain  about  Djeppe 
almost  two  months  without  anjr  «• 
hut  to  spend  her  M.'s  money,  mud  to 
wa«tc  hex  people,  and  instend  of  bo- 
sieging  of  itoucu.  giifTored  it  to  be  vjo- 
tuiiiled,  mimn«y|,  and  fortiOed  in  sucli 
sort  ai^  exmriciiCti  hatli  taufht  tha 
King  how  difficult,  or  nUher  now  d»* 
spenite,  it  liath  been  m  yet  to  Tec«ivec 

it And  of  this  error  kiUli 

followed  the  opportunity  of  the  Didw 
of  Pannft'a  cntoritig  with  so  might?  sa 
armv,  uud  the  Kiiig'd  ptv>fea»e«l  oImi* 
hilit'y  to  fight  with  him,"  Mr.  Wilk«'t 
Instruetioua  to  the  French  Ring ;  tiis 
whole  in  Sir  li.  Cecil's  bandwrilinc  • 
19  March,  1592.    (&  P.  Office  lUJ 
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entirely  against  his  own  judgment,  had  again  left  the  rising 
young  general  of  the  Netherlands  to  proceed  from  one  triumph 
to  another,  while  he  tnirisferred  beyond  the  borders  of  that 
land  which  it  was  his  first  business  to  protect,  the  whole 
weight  of  his  military  genius  and  the  better  portion  of  his 
well-disciplined  forces. 

Most  bitterly  and  indignantly  did  he  express  himself,  both 
at  the  outset  and  during  the  whole  progress  of  the  expedition, 
concerning  th(}  utter  disproportions  between  the  king's  means 
and  oitus.  The  want  of  money  was  the  cause  of  wholesale 
disease,  desertion,  mutiny,  and  death  in  his  slender  army. 
Such  great  schemes  as  his  masters  required,  as  ho  per- 
petually urged,  liberality  of  expenditure  and  measures  of 
breadth*  He  protested  that  he  was  not  to  blame  for  the  ruin 
likely  to  come  upon  the  whole  enterprise.  He  had  besought, 
remonstrated,  reasoned  with  the  king  in  vain.  He  had  seen 
his  beard  firat  grow,  he  said,  in  the  king's  service,  and  he  had 
wn  gray  in  that  service,  but  rather  than  be  kept  longer  in 

ich  a  p<jsition,  without  money,  men,  or  raeuns  to  accomplish 
the  great  purjiosos  on  which  he  was  sent,  he  protested  that 
he  would  abandon  \m  ofUce  and  retire  mto  the  woods  to  feed 
on  roots.**  Repeatedly  ilid  ho  implore  his  master  for  a  large 
and  powerful  army  ;  for  money  and  agniu  money.  The  royal 
plans  should  be  enforced  adequately  or  abandonetl  entirely. 
To  spend  money  in  small  sums,  as  heretofore,  was  only  thi-ow- 
ing  it  into  the  sea.*^ 

It  was  deep  in  the  winter  however  before  he  could  fairly 
come  to  the  rescue  of  the  besieged  city.  Towards  jammiy, 
the  end  of  Januaiy,  1502,  he  moved  out  of  Hainault,  ^^^^' 
and  once  more  made  his  jiinctiun  at  Guise  with  the  Duke  of 
Mayenne.  At  a  review  of  his  forces  on  IGth  Jaimary,  1592, 
Alexander  found  himself  at  the  head  of  thirteen  thousand 
five  hundred  and  sixteen  infantry  and  four  thousand  and 
sixty-one  cavalry.  The  Duke  of  Mayenne  s  array,  for  pay- 
ment of  which  that  personage  received  from  Philip  100,UOU 


*  Pftnna  to  Fhilip,  11  Marrh,  \502.    "Quo  antoe  mo  determinariii  a  reoo- 


Serme  eu  un  boaqiie  a  oomex  miecs."    (Arch,  de  fl^T"'^>*«««  MS.) 


'>  Ibid. 
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dollars  a  month,  besides  10,000  dollars  a  month  for  his  own 
pocket,  ought  to  have  numbered  ten  thousand  foot  and  three 
thousand  horse,  according  to  contract,  but  was  in  reality 
much  less." 

The  Duke  of  Montemarciano,  nephew  of  Gregory  XIV., 
had  brought  two  thousand  Swiss,  furnished  by  the  pontiff  to 
the  cause  of  the  League,  and  the  Duke  of  Lorraine  had  sent 
his  kinsmen,  the  Counts  Chaligny  and  Vaudemont,  with  a 
force  of  seven  hundred  lancers  and  cuirassiers.** 

The  town  of  Fere  was  assigned  in  pledge  to  Famese  to 
hold  as  a  convenient  mustering-place  and  station  in  proximity 
to  his  own  borders,  and,  as  usual,  the  chief  command  over  the 
united  armies  was  placed  in  his  liands.  These  arrangements 
concluded,  the  allies  moved  slowly  forward  much  in  the  same 

«  From  a  statement  in  the  Archities  of  Binttnoiia,  d^tcd  25  Nov.  1591,  it 
appears  that  the  force  iiiUeil  the  "  gtvAtex  army^  of  Ftance "  (el  t^jerdto  taayv 
de  Frandu  ,  provided  by  Philip,  and  tinder  command  of  Faroes^  was  oaiii> 
poeedof— 

Infantry  23,512      Oosiing  pex  month     $115,981 

Cavalry  4,069  „  „  44^5 

Other  expensefl  of  the  army,  in- 
cluding S  12,629  per  month  (or 
artillety;    BalarieH.    of  which 
the  Dukeof  Parma'Bwas  $3600 
per  month,  and  other  ooutia- 
genciea 
Beaidcii  a  Lirgc  luonthly  sum  fur 
secret  military  aenrioe. 
Tims  the  whole  force  was    ■ . 
But  titere  were  7*581  wanting  to 
the  number  dctormiaiil  upon, 
which  added  would  give  total  of 


4Mtt 


28.481  men.  costing  per  mooth  9202,807 


7.681 


36,162  men,  coaling  per  noath  $250,871 

The  force  included— of  Spanish  iufitntry  . .  6,078  nai 

German       „  ..        11,518     « 

The  rast  being  WulIoonB  and  ItuliaiiK. 
The  latter  army  of  Fruuco  i^ejercito  meuor  de  Franciaj  was  stated  al — 

10,000  foot   ..         costing  per  month        ^9.912' 

3,000  horae  „  „  4^.750 


Total  -.  ..  99.662, 

and  was  comumnded  by  the  Duke  of  Mayenne,  but  paid  by  the  King  of  Spain. 

To  the  Diike  of  Mnyennr,  iri  pervon,  according  to  order.  910,000  per  montli. 
—{"  A  la  pereoua  dil  Duque  de  Umena  confonne ki ordeu.") 

Tiiv  total  of  the  King  b  army  in  the  Kotherhuidi  was  stoted  at  29,233  men. 
ut  a  monthly  coat  of  $149.187 ;  but  there  waa  a  large  number  wanting.     The 
totui  force  of  the  three  armies  paid  for  by  Philip  was  intended  to  be  86^61  i 
at  a  monthly  oost  of  $542,428. 

»  De  Tliou,  t.  XL  452,  teqq.     Bentivi^lio,  P.  11.  lib.  vi.  i*.  d^&-iK». 
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order  as  in  the  preyious  year.  The  young  Duke  of  Guise,  who 
hud  just  made  his  escape  from  the  prisou  of  Tours,  where  he 
had  beeo  held  in  durance  since  the  famous  asstissination  of 
his  father  and  uncle,  and  had  now  come  to  join  his  uncle 
Mayenne,  led  the  vanguard,  Rauuccio,  son  of  the  duke,  rode 
also  in  tlie  advance,  while  two  experienced  commanders, 
Vitry  and  De  la  Chatro,  as  well  as  the  famous  Marquis  del 
Vasto,  formerly  general  of  cavalry  in  the  Netherlands,  who 
had  been  transferred  to  Italy  but  was  now  serving  in  the 
League's  army  as  a  volunteer,  were  associated  with  the  young 
princes.  Parma^  Mayenne,  and  Montemarciano  rode  in  the 
bftttaha,  the  rear  being  under  command  of  the  Duke  of 
Aumale  and  the  Count  Chaligny.  Wings  of  cavalry  pro- 
tected the  long  trains  of  wagons  which  were  arranged  on 
each  flank  of  the  invading  army.  The  march  was  very  slow, 
it  being  Famese's  uniform  practice  to  guard  himself  scrupu- 
lously against  any  possibility  of  surprise  and  to  entrench 
himself  thoroughly  at  nightfall.** 

By  the  middle  of  February  they  reached  the  vicinity  of 
Aumale  in  Picardy.  IMeantime  Henry,  on  the  news  of  the 
lldv&nce  of  the  relieving  army,  had  again  the  same  problem 
to  solve  which  had  been  presented  to  liira  before  Paris  in  the 
summer  of  lOyO.  Should  he  continue  in  the  trenches,  pressing 
more  and  more  closely  the  city  already  reduced  to  great 
straits?  Should  he  take  the  open  field  against  the  invaders 
and  once  more  attempt  to  crush  the  League  and  its  most 
redoubtable  commander  in  a  general  engagement?  Biron 
sti'enuously  advised  the  ccmtinuauce  of  the  siege.  Turenne, 
now,  through  his  recent  marriage  with  the  heiress,  called  Due 
de  Bouillon,  great  head  of  the  Huguenot  party  in  France, 
counselled  as  wannly  the  open  attack.  Henry,  hesitating 
more  than  was  customary  with  him,  at  last  decided  on  a 
middle  course.  The  resolution  did  not  seem  a  very  wise  one, 
but  the  king  who  had  been  so  signally  out-generalied  in  the 
preceding  campaign  by  the  great  Italian,  was  anxious  to 
avoid  his  former  errors,  and  might  perhaps  fall  into  as 
**  Bentivoglio,  ubi  tup.    De  Thou,  ubi  mp.    Dondiot,  lii.  474,  $eqg. 
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great  ones  by  attempting  two  inconsistent  lines  of  action. 
Leaving  Biron  in  command  of  the  infantry  and  a  portion  of 
the  horse  to  continue  the  siege,  he  took  the  field  himself 
with  the  greater  part  of  the  cavalry,  intending  to  intercept 
and  harass  the  enemy  and  to  prevent  his  manifest  purpose 
of  throwing  reinforcements  and  supplies  into  the  invested 
city. 

Proceeding  to  Neufchatol  and  Auraale,  he  soon  found  him- 
self in  tlie  neighbourhood  of  the  Leaguers,  and  it  was  not  long 
before  skirmishing  began.      At  this  time,  on  a  memorable 
occasion,  Henry,  forgetting  as  usual  in  liis  eagerness  for  the 
joys  of  the  combat  that  he  was  not  a  young  captain  of  cavalry 
with  liis  spurs  to  win  by  dashing  into  every  mad  adventure 
that  might  |>re8ent  itself,  but  a  king  fighting  for  his  crown, 
vfith  the  welfare  of  a  whole  people  depending  on  his  fortunes, 
thought  proper  to  place  himself  at  the  head  of  a  handful  of 
troopers  to  reconnoitre  in  person  tlie  camp  of  the  Leaguers. 
Starting  with  five  hundred  horse,  and  ordering  Lavardin  and 
Givry  to  follow  with  a  larger  body,  while  the  Dukes  of  Nevera 
and  Longueville  were  to  move  out,  should  it  prove  neceasary, 
in  force,  the  king  rode  fortli  as  merrily  as  to  a  hunting  party, 
drove  in  the  scouts  and  pickets  of  the  coutedemte<l  armies, 
and,  advancing  still  farther  in  his  investigations,  soon  found 
himself  attacked  by  a  cavalry  force  of  the  enemy   much 
superior  to  his  own.    A  skirmish  began,  and  it  was  neoeasaiy 
for  the  little  troop  to  beat  a  hasty  retreat,  fighting  as  it  ran. 
It  was  not  long  before  Henry  was  recognized  by  the  enemy, 
and  the  chase  became  all  the  more  lively ;  George  Basti,  the 
famous    Albanian    trooper,   commanding    the    force    which 
pressed  most  closely  upon  the  king.     The  news  spread  to  the  \ 
camp  of  the  League  that  the  Bearnese  was  the  leader  of  thei 
skirmishers.      Mayenne  believed  it,  and  urged  the  instant 
a<ivanee  of  the  fiying  squadron  and  of  the  whole  vanguard. 
Farnese  refused.     It  was  impossible  that  the  king  should  be 
there,  he  said,  duing  picket  duty  at  the  liead  of  a  company.. 
It  was  a  cluoisy  ambusli  to  bring  on  a  general  engagemeot] 
in  the  open  field,  and  ho  was  not  to  be  drawn  out  of  hi«J 
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trenches  into  a  trap  liy  such  a  sballow  device.  A  Freneli 
captain^  who  by  command  of  Henry  had  purposely  allowed 
himself  to  be  taken,  informed  his  captors  that  t!ie  skirmisliers 
were  in  reality  supported  by  a  heavy  force  of  infantry.  This 
suggestion  of  the  ready  Bearnose  confirmed  the  doubts  of 
Alexander.  Meantime  the  skirmishing  steeplechase  went  on 
before  his  eyes-  The  king  dashing  down  a  liill  received  an 
arquebus  shot  in  his  side,  but  still  rode  for  his  life.  Lavardin 
,  flVid  Givry  came  to  the  rescue,  but  a  panic  seized  their  fol- 
lowers as  the  rumour  flew  that  the  kin<^  was  mortally 
wounded — was  already  deail— so  that  they  hardly  brought  a 
sufficient  force  to  beat  back  the  Leaguers.     Givry  s  horse  was 

Dn  killed  under  him,  and  his  own  thigh  crushed  ;  Lavardin 
I  Jaimself  dangerously  wounded.  The  king  was  more  hard 
than  ever,  men  were  falling  on  every  side  of  him, 
when  four  hundred  French  dragoons — as  a  kind  of  musketeers 
who  rode  on  hacks  to  the  scene  of  action  but  did  tlieir  work 
on  foot,  were  called  at  that  day — now  dismounted  and  threw 
themselves  between  Henry  and  lus  pursuers.  Nearly  every 
man  of  them  laid  down  his  life,  but  they  saved  the  king's. 
Their  vigorous  hand  to  hand  fighting  kept  ufT  tlie  astvailauts 

mil  Nevers  and  Lougueville  received  the  king  at  tlie  gates 
of  Aumale  with  a  force  before  wldch  the  Leaguers  were  fain  to 
retreat  as  rapidly  as  they  had  come.^ 


*  Beniivoglio,  vbi  iwp.  Dondiui, 
iii  480-404.  Coloma,  v.  81,  «joa., 
who  gives  tlic  date  of  this  remarkable 
Bkinnish  as  Feb.  16»  while  UmtoD 
fumishcB  II  dc-«criptioQ  of  the  aflair  in 

his  letkr of  *J/^J^.    Both  were  present 

on  the  grcmnd. 

"  Thekinj,'  wiwmost  unhappily  shot 
into  the  lowcet  part  of  hiij  mii«,  which 
di,i  TM.f,  ir,,.  Aioaze  biru,  and  he  not- 
^\  .    with  great  resolution, 

ctr-  e  rest,  and  made  liia  re> 

UvmL The  abot  entered 

with  obtiqoit;  downwards  into  the 
fleih.  Mid  not  directly  into  tho  henh, 
■0  that  great  hope  i:^  rccuived  of  lii:^ 
~*^'^  recovery,  «uid  the  fcury^eoii  i:*  of 
lion  that  no  \\ta\  part  in  oflended." 
I  who  nittdc  Uie  wliolc  cani- 


paiKn  with  the  King;  to  Borgldey, 

'^^^-  1592.    (S.  P.  Office  MS.) 

Sir  E.  Stafford,  who  died  towards 
tho  end  of  15^,  -wna  bucotedeil  na 
ambaBsailor  to  Henry  IV.  ly  Sir 
Henry  Uniton  or  Umpton,  eon  of  Sir 
Edward  Umpton,  by  Anne,  relict  of 
John  Dudley,  Earl  of  Warwick,  and 
eldc-fit  daughter  of  Edward  Seymour, 
Duke  of  Somerset.  In  the  spring  of 
thiii  year  ho  challenged  the  Dnko  of 
Gttiae  forapeaking  of  Queen  Elizabeth 
"  impudently,  lightly,  and  overboldly, 
whotM;  aacred  pexiion  he  represented." 
He  proposed  to  meet  the  Duke  with 
wlkntever  arms  he  ahould  elina«(>,  ami 
on  honsebftck  or  fool.  '•  Ni>r  would  I 
hxive  ynu  to  think."  Sftid  the  envoy, 
">iny  iiietpiality  of  persun  between  u«, 
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In  this  remarkable  skirmish  of  Aumale  the  opposite  qtiali' 
ties  of  Alexander  and  of  Henry  were  signally  illustrated.  The 
kinrr.  by  liis  constitutional  temerity,  by  his  almost  puerile 
love  of  confronting  danger  for  the  danger's  sake,  was  on  the 
verge  of  sacrificing  himself  with  all  the  hopes  of  his  house 
and  of  the  nnblor  portion  of  his  people  for  an  absolute  nothing; 
while  the  duke,  out  of  his  superabundant  caution,  peremp- 
torily refused  to  gtret<?h  out  his  Imnd  and  seize  the  person  of 
his  greut  enemy  when  directly  within  his  g^asp.  Dead  or 
alive,  the  Bearneso  was  unquestionubly  on  that  day  in  the 
power  of  Farnese,  and  with  him  the  whole  issue  of  the  cam- 
paign and  of  the  war.  Never  were  the  narrow  limits  that 
separate  valour  on  the  one  side  nnd  discretion  on  the  other 
from  unpardonable  lunacy  more  nearly  effaced  than  on  tliat 
occasion - 

Wien  woidd  such  an  opportunity  occur  agiun  ? 

The  king's  wound  proved  not  very  dangerous,  although  for 
many  days  troublesome,  and  it  required,  on  account  of  his 
general  state  of  healthy  a  thorough  cure.  Meantime  the 
royalists  fell  back  from  Aumale  and  Xeufehatel,  both  of  which 
places  were  at  once  occupied  by  the  Leaguers. 

In  porsnanoo  of  his  original  plan,  the  Puke  of  Parma  ad- 
vanced with  his  customary  steadiness  and  deliberation  towards 
Rouen.  It  was  his  intention  to  a'^^sault  the  king's  army  tn 
its  entrenchments  in  combination  with  a  determined  sortie 
to  be  made  by  the  besieged  garrison.  His  preparations  for 
the  attack  were  ready  on  the  20th  February,  when  he  sud- 
denly receivef.1  a  conimuDication  from  l)e  Villars,  who  had 
thus  far  most  ably  and  gallantly  conducted  the  defence  of 
the  phR'o,  informing  him  tliat  it  was  no  longer  necessary  to 
make  a  general  attack.  On  the  day  before  he  had  made  ft 
sally  from  the  four  gates  of  the  city,  had  fallen  upon  the 


I  being  iasued  of  a«  greni  a  mce  and 
noble  house  every  way  M  yourself. 
....  If  you  ooii»cut  not  to  meet 
toe,  I  will  hold  you.  and  cause  you  to 
be  geoerAlly  held,  for  the  errantcst 
coward,  and    most    slandcroufl   slave 


thnt  lives  in  all  Franoe."  Kothinc 
cnmo  uf  the  cliAllens*.  Unipit«i  di«a 
four  years  afterwanu  in  the  Fmwii 
King  a  i-amp  at  La  Fere,  8  July.  15M. 
Vide  Fuller  a  Wofthie»,  iroL  L  Pfktl, 
H2  (ed.  1811). 
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in  great  force»  had  wounded  Biron  and  killed  six 
hundred  of  his  soldiers,  htid  spiked  several  pieces  of  artillery 
and  captured  others  which  he  had  successfully  brought  into 
the  to^Tn,  and  had  in  short  so  damjiged  the  enemy's  works 
and  disconcerted  him  in  all  his  plans,  that  he  was  confident 
of  holding  the  place  longer  than  the  king  could  afford  to 
stay  in  front  of  him.*^  All  he  wished  was  a  moderate  rein- 
forcement of  men  and  munitions.  Famese  by  no  means 
sympathized  with  the  confident  tone  of  Villars  nor  approved 
of  his  proposition.  He  had  come  to  relieve  Rouen  aud  to 
raise  the  siege,  and  he  preferred  to  do  his  work  thoroughly. 
Mayenne  was  however  most  heartily  in  favour  of  taking  the 
advice  of  Villars.  He  urged  tliat  it  was  difficult  for  the 
Beamese  to  keep  an  array  long  in  the  field,  still  more  so  in 
the  trenches.  Let  them  provide  for  the  immediate  wants  of 
the  city ;  then  the  usual  process  of  decomposition  would  soon 
be  witnessed  in  the  ill-paid,  ill-fed,  desultory  forces  of  the 
heretic  pretender. 

Alexander  deferred  to  the  wishes  of  Mayenne,  although 
against  his  better  judgment.  Eight  hundred  infantry  were 
sncceasfully  sent  into  Rouen.  The  army  of  the  Lexigue  then 
connterraarched  into  Picardy  near  the  confines  of  Artois."^ 

They  were  closely  followed  by  Henry  at  the  head  of  his 
CAvalry,  and  lively  skirmishes  were  of  frequent  occurrence. 
In  a  military  point  of  view  none  of  these  affaii*8  were  of  con- 
sequence, but  there  was  one  which  partook  at  once  of  the 
comic  and  the  pathetic.  For  it  chanced  that  in  a  cavalry 
action  of  more  than  common  vivacity  the  Count  Chaligny 
found  himself  engaged  in  a  hand  to  hand  conflict  with  a  very 
dashing  swordsman,  who,  after  dealing  nnd  receiving  many 
severe  blows,  at  last  succeeded  in  disarming  the  count  and 
taking  him  prisoner.  It  was  the  fortune  of  war,  and,  but  a 
few  daj-s  before,  might  have  been  the  fate  of  the  great  Henry 
himself.    But  Chaligny 'a  mortification  at  his  captivity  became 

*  Pornui  to  Philip.  11  Mftrcli,  1592.  I  ^  BentiToglio,  ubi  tup.  Doodini, 
(Arch,  de  Sim.  MS;  Compore  Deuti-  1  iii.  497-630.  Oolomo,  t.  85-95.  Me- 
voglio,  vhi  mp,  D©  Thou.  xi.  470,  !  teren.  xvi.  302,  303.  Bor,  III.  xxviii. 
«eqq.  61B'<>20. 


144 


THE  UNITED  NETHERLANDS. 


Chap.  XXV. 


intense  when  he  diiscovered  that  the  knight  to  whom  he  hod 
surrendered  was  no  other  than  the  king's  jester."  That  he, 
a  chieftain  of  the  Holy  League,  the  long-descended  scion  oi 
the  OluBtrious  house  of  Lorraine,  brother  of  the  great  Duke 
of  Mercceur,  should  become  the  captive  of  a  Huguenot  buffix)!! 
seemed  the  most  stinging  jest  yet  perpetrated  since  fools  had 
come  in  fashion.  The  famous  Cliicot — who  was  as  fond  of  a 
battle  as  of  a  gibe,  and  who  was  almost  as  reckless  a  rider  as 
his  master — proved  on  this  occasion  that  the  cap  and  beUs 
could  cover  as  much  magnanimity  as  did  the  most  ehivalrons 
crest.  Although  desperately  wounded  in  the  straggle  which 
had  resulted  in  his  triumph,  he  generously  granted  to  the 
Count  his  freedom  without  ransom.  The  prond  Lorrainer 
returoed  to  his  Leaguers  and  the  poor  fool  died  afterwards  of 
his  wounds.** 

The  army  of  the  allies  moved  through  Picardy  towards  the 
confines  of  Ai-tois,  and  sat  down  leisurely  to  beleaguer  Kue, 
a  low-lying  place  on  the  bunks  and  near  the  mouth  of  the 
Somme,  the  only  town  in  the  province  which  still  held  for  the 
king.  It  was  sufficiently  fortilied  to  withstand  a  good  deal 
of  battering,  and  it  certainly  seemed  mere  trifling  for  the 
great  Duke  of  Parma  to  leave  the  Netherlands  in  such  con- 
fusion, With  young  Maurice  of  Nassau  carrying  everything 
before  him»  and  to  come  all  the  way  into  Normandy  in  order, 
with  the  miited  armies  of  Spain  and  the  League,  to  besiege 
the  insignificant  town  of  Kue. 

And  this  was  the  opinion  of  Famese,  but  he  had  choaea 
thrnnghout  the  campaign  to  show  great  deference  to  the 
judgment  of  Mayeone,  Meantime  the  month  of  3Iarch  wore 
away,  and  wlmt  had  been  predicted  came  to  jiass.  Henry's 
forces  dwindled  away  as  usual.  His  cavaliers  rode  off  to 
forage  for  themselves,  when  their  battles  were  denied  them* 
and  the  king  was  now  at  the  hetid  of  not  more  than  sixteen 
thousand  foot  and  five  thousand  horse.  On  the  other  hand 
the  Leaguers'  army  had  been  melting  quite  as  rapidly.    With 


»  De  lliDU.  uU  tNo.  468.    Cmton  to  Burglilcy.  S  Feb  1592.    (S.  P.  OOee 
Ma)  »  D©  Thou.  loe.  cit. 
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the  death  of  Pope  Sfondrato,  his  iiqihevv  Moiiteraarcijuio  lia<l 
disappeared  with  his  two  thoiiaiud  Swiss ;  while  the  French 
cavalry  and  infautry,  ill-fed  mid  uncomfortable,  were  dimi- 
nishing daily.  KsiKJoially  the  Walloons,  Flemings,  and  other 
Netherlandei's  of  Parma's  army,  took  advantage  of  their  prox- 

■  imity  to  the  borders  and  escaped  in  largo  numbers  to  flieir 
own  homes.  It  was  but  meagre  and  profitless  campaigning 
on  both  sidoH  during  those  WTetched  montlis  of  winter  and 
early  spring,  although  there  was  again  an  opportunity  for  Sir 
Roger  Williams,  at  the  head  of  two  hundred  musketeers  and 

.     one  hundred  and  fifty  pikemen,  to  make  one  of  his  brilliant 

■  skinniahes  under  the  eye  of  the  Bearneso.  Surprised  and 
without  armour,  he  jumped,  in  doublet  and  hose,  on  horse- 
back, and  led  his  men  merrily  against  five  squadi-ons  of 
Spanish  and  Italian  horse,  and  six  companies  of  Spanish  in- 
fantry ;  singled  out  and  unhorsed  the  leader  of  the  Spanish 
troopers,  and  nearly  cut  oflf  the  head  of  the  famous 
Albanian  chief  George  Basti  with  one  swinging  blow  of  his 
sword.  Then,  being  reinforced  by  some  other  English  com- 
panies, he  succeeded  in  dn\ing  the  whole  body  of  Italians 
and  Spaniards,  with  great  less,  quite  into  their  entrenchments. 
"The  king  doth  commend  him  very  highly,"  said  Umton, 
**  and  doth  more  tlian  wonder  at  tlie  valour  of  our  nation.  I 
never  heard  him  give  more  honour  to  any  service  nor  to  any 
man  than  he  doth  to  Sir  Koger  AMI  Hams  and  the  rest,  whom 
he  held  as  lo8t  men,  and  for  which  he  has  caused  public 
thanks  to  be  given  to  God."  *" 

At  last  Villars,  who  had  so  peremptorily  rejected  assist- 
ance at  the  end  of  February,  sent  to  say  that  if  he  were  not 
relieved  by  the  middle  of  April  he  should  be  obliged  to  sur- 
render the  city.  If  the  siege  were  not  raised  by  the  twen- 
tieth of  tlie  month  he  informed  Parma,  to  his  profound 
astouishraent,  that  Rouen  would  be  in  Henry's  hands.'' 

In  eflecting  this  result  the  strict  blockade  maintained  by 
the  Dutch  squadron  at  the  month  of  the  river,  and  the  reao- 

*  Umtun  to  Bnrghley.  21  April,  1502.     (».  P.Offiec  MS.) 
"  B(nlliv«>gh<^  m>utilni.  UoIouli,  M*  leioti,  liir,  nbi  »ni>, 
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lute  manner  in  wliich  tliose  cmisere  dashed  at  every 
attempting  to  bring  relief  to  Rouen,  were  mainly  instrumental. 
As  usual  with  the  stem  Hollanders  and  Zeelanders  when 
engaged  at  sea  with  the  Spaniards,  it  was  war  to  the  knife. 
Early  in  April  twelve  large  vessels,  well  armed  and  manned, 
attempted  to  break  the  hlockade.  A  combat  ensued,  at  the 
end  of  which  eight  of  the  Spanish  ships  were  captured,  two 
were  sunk,  and  two  were  set  on  fire  in  token  of  victory,  every 
man  on  boartl  of  all  being  killed  and  thrown  into  the  sea. 
Queen  Eliznbeth  herself  gave  the  first  news  of  this  achieve- 
ment to  the  Dutch  envoy  in  London.  **  And  in  truth,"  said 
he,  **  her  Majesty  expressed  herself,  in  communicating  these 
tidings,  with  such  aiTection  and  extravagant  joy  to  the  glory 
and  honour  of  our  nation  and  men-of-war's-men,  that  it  won- 
derfully delighted  me,  and  did  me  good  into  my  very  heart 
to  hear  it  from  her."^ 

Instantly  Farnese  set  himself  to  the  work  which,  had  ho 
followed  bis  own  judgment,  would  already  have  been  aocom- 
plisbed.  Henry  witli  his  cavalry  had  established  himself  at 
Dieppe  and  Arques,  within  a  distance  of  five  or  six  leagues 
from  the  infantry  engaged  in  the  siege  of  Rouen.  Alexander 
saw  the  profit  to  be  derived  from  the  separation  between  the 
diff'erent  portions  of  the  enemy's  forces,  and  marched  straight 
upon  the  enemy's  entrenchments.  He  knew  the  disadvantage 
of  rtssijiling  a  strongly  fortified  camp,  but  believed  that  by  s 
well-concerted,  simultaneous  assault  by  Yillars  from  within 
and  the  Leaguers  from  without,  the  king*a  forces  would  bo  I 
compelled  to  raise  the  siege  or  be  cut  up  in  their  trenches. 

Rut  Henry  did  not  wait  for  the  attack.  He  had  changed 
his  plan,  and,  for  once  in  his  life,  substituted  extreme  caution 
for  his  constitutional  temerity.  Neither  awaiting  the  assaolt 
iifwn  his  entrenchments  nor  seeking  his  enemy  in  the  open 
Held,  lie  ortlered  the  whole  camp  to  be  broken 
raised  tl 


'April 


pge.' 


^  Noel  de  Oiron    to    the   States-  I 
GenemU   22   April,   1592.     (Hagut; 
Archivei  H8.)  | 


»  Ibid.  pArmato  Philip.  25  April, 
1592.  (Arch,  do  Simancas  MS.)  8«bm 
to  mum;  2  JuaL\  1592.     Ibid. 
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Famese  marched  into  l^ouen,  where  the  Leaguers  were 
received  with  tumultuous  joy,  and  this  city,  most  important 
for  the  purposes  of  the  League  and  for  Philip's  ulterior 
designs,  was  thus  wrested  from  tl^e  grasp  just  closing  tipon  it. 
Henry's  main  army  now  concentrated  itself  in  the  neighboiu-- 
hood  of  Dieppe,  but  the  cavalry  under  his  immediate  superin- 
tendence continued  to  harass  the  Leaguers.  It  was  now 
determined  to  lay  siege  to  Caudebec,  on  the  right  bank  of  the 
Seine,  three  leagues  below  Rouen;  the  possession  of  this 
place  by  the  enemy  being  a  constant  danger  and  difficulty  to 
Rouen,  whose  supplies  by  the  Seine  were  tlius  cut  off. 

Alexander,  as  usual,  superintended  the  planting  of  the 
batteries  against  the  place.  He  had  been  suffering  during 
the  whole  campaign  from  those  dropsical  ailments  which 
were  making  life  a  torture  to  him  ;  yet  his  indomitable  spirit 
sopcrior  to  his  physical  disorders,  and  he  wrought  all 
long  on  foot  or  on  horseback,  when  he  seemed  only  fit  to 
be  placed  on  his  bed  as  a  rapid  passage  to  his  grave.  On  this 
occasion,  in  company  with  the  Italian  engineer  Properzio,  he 
had  been  for  some  time  examining  with  critical  nicety  the 
preliminaries  for  the  siege,  when  it  was  suddenly  observed 
by  those  around  him  that  he  was  growing  pale.  It  then 
Li^)peared  that  he  had  received  a  musket-ball  between  the 
^Hfmt  and  the  elbow,  and  had  been  bleeding  profusely ;  but 
bad  not  indicated  by  a  word  or  the  movement  of  a  muscle 
that  he  had  been  wounded,  so  intent  was  he  upon  carrj'ing 
out  the  immediate  task  to  which  he  had  set  himself.  It  was 
indispensable,  however,  that  he  should  now  take  to  liis  couch. 
The  wound  was  not  trifling,  and  to  one  in  his  damaged  and 
dropsical  condition  it  was  dtmgerous.  Fever  set  in,  with  synip- 
tonu  of  gangrene,  and  it  became  necessary  to  entrust  the 
command  of  the  League  to  Mayenne.^  But  it  was  hardly  con- 
cealed from  Parma  that  the  duke  was  playing  a  double  game. 
Prince  Ranuccio,  according  to  his  fatlier's  express  wish,  was 
placed  provisionally  at  the  head  of  the  Flemish  forces.     This 


■«  BentiToglio,  Dondini,  Ooloma,  De  Tliou,  Meteren,  Bor,  nbi  ntp. 
of  PutntA  Ia*t  ritcdJ 
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was  conceded,  however,  with  much  heart-burning,  and  with 
conseqiioucos  easily  to  be  imagined. 

]\Ieautime  Caiideboc  fell  at  once.  Henry  did  nothing  to 
relieve  it,  and  the  place  could  ofler  but  slight  resistance  to 
the  force  arrayed  against  it.  The  bulk  of  the  king's  army 
was  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Dieppe,  where  they  had  been 
recently  stren^hened  by  twenty  companies  ^of  Netherlaoders 
and  Scotchmen  brought  by  Count  Philip  Nassau.*  The 
Leaj0cue*s  heaJiiuarters  were  in  the  vilkge  of  Yvetot,  capital 
of  the  realm  of  tlie  whunsical  little  potentate  so  long  renowned 
under  that  name.*^ 

The  king,  in  pursuance  of  the  plan  he  had  marked  out  for 
3M«T,      himself,  restrained  his  skirmishing  more  than  was 

1592.  his  wont.  Nevi-rtheless  he  lay  close  to  Yvetot.  His 
cavalry,  swelling  and  falling  as  usual  like  an  Alpine  torrent,  had 
now  tilled  up  its  old  channels  again,  for  once  more  themountaiu 
chivalry  had  poured  themselves  around  their  king.  With  U-u 
thou&md  horsemen  ho  was  now  pressing  the  Leaguers,  from  time 
to  time,  very  hanl»  and  on  one  occasion  the  skirmishing  be- 
cimie  so  close  and  so  lively  that  a  general  engagement  seemed 
imminent.  Young  Kanuccio  had  a  horse  shot  under  him, 
and  his  father— -sufTering  as  he  was — had  himself  dragged  oat 
of  bed  and  brought  on  a  litter  into  the  field,  where  he  wns  set 
on  horseback,  trampling  on  wounds  and  disease,  and,  as  iil 
were,  on  death  itself,  that  he  might  by  his  own  unsiiri>H89ed^ 
keenness  of  eye  and  quickness  of  resource  protect  the  array 
which  had  been  entrusted  to  his  care.  The  action  continued 
all  day  ;  young  Bentivoglio,  nephew  of  the  famous  cardinal, J 
historian  and  diplomatist,  receiving  a  bad  woimd  in  tlie  h 
as  be  fought  gallantly  at  the  side  of  l^nuceio.  Carlo 
Coloma  also  distinguished  himself  in  Ihe  engagement.  Ni| 
sejijxrated  the  combatants  before  cither  side  had  gained 
manifest  advantage,  and  on  the  morrow  it  seemed  for 
interest  of  utither  to  resume  tlie  struggle.*' 

The  iJeld  where  this  carajwiign  was  to  be  foaght 

»  Bor.  II I.  xx\  iti.  OH.  >•  Do  TlKWk  xL  4«l,  m^^ 

W  BBnti>tigliu,  UouiUni,  Colcnna,  Mctccl<l^  Bor,  Dr  Thou,  uimmp. 
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aw  peninsula  enclose  J  between  the  sea  and  tlio  rivers 
kSeine  and  Dieppe.^  In  this  poninsnla,  eaUetl  tlie  Laud  of 
Caux,  it  was  Henn' 8  intention  to  shut  up  his  enemy.  Farneso 
had  finished  the  work  that  Lo  had  been  sent  to  do,  an<l  was 
anxious,  as  Heniy  was  aware,  to  ivturn  to  the  Nether- 
lands. Rouen  was  relieved,  Caudebec  had  fallen.  There 
was  not  food  or  forage  enough  in  the  little  peninsula  to 
feed  both  the  city  and  the  whole  ai'my  of  the  League, 
■  Shut  up  in  tliis  narrow  area,  Alexander  must  starve  or  sur- 
render. His  only  egress  was  into  Picarily  and  so  home  to 
Artois,  through  the  base  of  the  isoscehjs  triangle  between 
the  two  rivers  and  on  the  borders  of  Picardy.  On  this  baso 
Henry  had  posted  his  whole  army.  Should  Faniese  assail 
him,  thus  provided  with  a  strong  position  and  superiority  of 
force,  defeat  was  certain.  Should  he  remain  where  ho  was, 
he  must  inevitably  starve.  He  had  no  cemmunicntions  with 
_  the  outside.  The  Hollanders  lay  with  their  ships  below 
I  Caudebec,  blockading  the  river's  mouth  and  the  coast.  His 
only  chance  of  extrication  lay  across  the  Seine.  But  iVlex- 
ander  was  neither  a  bird  nor  a  fish,  and  it  svaa  necessary,  so 
Henry  thought,  to  be  either  the  one  or  the  other  to  cross  that 
broad,  deep,  and  rapid  river,  where  there  were  no  bridges, 
and  where  the  constant  ebb  and  flow  of  the  tide  made  trans- 
portation almost  imposeihlfi  in  face  of  a  powerful  army  in  rear 
and  flank.  Famese's  situation  seemed  desperate,  while  the 
shrewd  Beameae  sat  smiling  serenely,  carefully  watching  at 
the  mouth  of  the  trap  miA)  which  he  had  at  last  inveigled  his 
mighty  adversary.  Secure  of  his  triumph,  ho  seemed  to  have 
changed  his  nature,  and  to  have  btctjine  as  sedate  and  wary 
as,  by  habit,  he  was  impetuous  and  hot 

Atid  in  truth  Famese  found  himself  in  very  narrow  (luarters. 
There  was  no  hay  for  his  hoi*ses,  no  bread  for  his  men.  A 
penny  loaf  was  sold  for  two  shillings.  A  jug  of  water  was  worth 
a  crown.  As  for  meat  or  wine,  they  were  hardly  to  be  dreamed 
of.**    His  men  were  becoming  furious  at  their  position.     They 


'  TTie  »lrwxm,  Lho  mouth  of  which  la  nt  Dieppp,  wna  then  called  by  the 
e  uanKi  tu  the  tumu  ^"  I^>r,  IIL  zicviii.  CU). 
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Lad  enlisted  to  fight,  not  to  starve,  and  they  murmured  that 
it  was  better  for  an  army  to  &11  with  weapons  in  its  bands 
than  to  drop  to  piecea  hourly  with  the  enemy  looldng  on  and 
enjoying  their  agony. 

It  was  obvious  to  Farneae  that  there  were  but  two  ways  out 
of  hia  dilemma.  He  might  throw  himself  upon  Heniy — 
strongly  entrenched  as  he  was,  and  witli  much  superior  forces 
to  his  own,  upon  ground  deliberately  chosen  for  luraself— 
defeat  him  utterly,  and  march  over  him  back  to  the  Nether- 
lauds.  Tiiis  would  be  an  agreeable  result;  but  the  under^^J 
taking  seemed  difficult,  to  say  the  least.  Or  he  might  throw^f 
Ms  army  across  the  Seine  and  make  his  escape  through  the 
isle  of  France  and  Southern  Picardy  back  to  the  so-called 
oLedient  provinces.  But  it  seemed  Jiopcless  without  bridge* 
ur  pontoons  to  attempt  the  passage  of  the  Seine. 

There  was,  however,  no  time  left  for  hesitation.     Secretly 

he  took  his  resolution  aod  communicated  it  in  strict  confidence 

to  Mayeune,  to  Kauuccio,  and  to  one  or  two  other  chiefia.    He 

carae  to  Caudehee,  and  there,  close  to  the  margin  of  the  riveTy^H 

he  threw  up  a  redoubt.    On  the  opposite  bank,  he  constructed^H 

another.     On  both  he  planted  artillery,  placing  a  force  of 

eight  hnndred  Netherlamiers  under  Count  Hossu  in  the  oae, 

and  an  equal  number  of  the  same  nation,  Walloons  chiefly^ 

under  Barlotte  in  the  other.    He  collected  all  the  veaaelB, 

flatboats,  wherries,  and   rafts   that  could  be  found  or  put 

together  at  Eouen,  and   then  under  cover  of  his   forts   ha 

transported  all  the  Flemish  infantry,  and  the  Spanish,  Frenc 

and  Italian  cavalry,  during  the  night  of  22ud  3Iay  to  X 

•n  May,      opjjosite  bank  of  the  Seine.     Next  morning  he 

*"*^"'        up   idl    the   artillery   together  witb   the   Floi 

cavalry  to  Kouen,  where,  making  what  use  he  could  by 

porary  contrivances  of  the  broken  arches  of  the  broken  bridge; 

ill  order  to  shorten   the  distance   from   short*  to  shore,   lie 

managed  to  convey  his  whole  army  with  all  its  trains  acrooB 

the  river.*" 


*"  Ik'uiivoglii*.  lkiii(Uui,  Ciibmm  Di'  Tliuu,  Dor,  Mvtvivii.  nU  mtp. 
nf  Pal'tun  Ijw^I  cittNl. 
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A  force  was  left  behind,  up  to  the  last  moment,  to  engage 
in  the  customary  skirmishes,  and  to  display  themselves  as 
largely  as  possible  for  the  purpose  of  imposing  upon  the  enemy. 
The  young  Prince  of  Parma  had  command  of  this  rearguard. 
The  device  was  perfectly  successful.  The  news  of  the  move- 
ment was  not  brought  to  the  ears  of  Ileiiry  until  after  it  had 
been  accomplished.  When  the  king  reached  the  shore  of  the 
Seine,  he  saw  to  his  infinite  chagrin  and  indignation  that 
the  last  stragglers  of  the  army,  including  tlie  garrison  of  the 
fort  on  the  right  bank,  were  just  ferrying  themselves  across 
under  command  of  Eanuccio.*' 

Furious  with  disappointment,  he  brought  some  pieces  of 
artillery  to  bear  upon  the  triumphant  fugitives.  Not  a  shot 
told,  and  the  Leaguers  had  the  satisfaction  of  making  a  bon- 
fire la  the  king's  face  of  the  boats  which  had  brought  them 
over.  Then,  taking  up  their  line  of  march  rapidly  inland, 
they  placed  themselves  completely  out  of  the  reach  of  the 
Huguenot  guns. 

Henry  had  a  bridge  at  Pont  de  I'Arche,  and  his  first 
impulse  was  to  pursue  with  his  cavalry,  but  it  was  obvious  that 
his  infantry  could  never  march  by  so  circuitous  a  route  fast 
enough  to  come  up  with  the  enemy,  who  had  already  so  pro- 
digious a  stride  in  advance.^ 

There  was  no  need  to  disguise  it  to  himself.  Henry  saw 
himself  for  the  second  time  out-gene  railed  by  iUa  consummate 
Fameae.  The  trap  was  broken,  the  game  had  given  him  the 
slip.  The  manner  in  which  the  duke  had  thus  extricated 
himself  from  a  profound  dilemma,  in  which  bi3  fortunes  seemed 
hopelessly  sunk,  has  usually  been  considered  one  of  the  most 
extraordinary  exploita  of  his  hfe.*^ 

IVecisely  at  this  time,  too,  ill  news  reached  Henry  from 
Brittany  and  the  neighbouring  country.  The  Princes  Conti 
and  Hombes  had  been  obliged,  on  the  13th  31ay,  1592,  to 
raise  the  siege  of  Craon,  in  consequence  of  the  advance  of 
the  Duke  of  Mercceur,  with  a  force  of  seven  thousimd  men.^* 

*'  lioutivoglio,  Dondini,  (}olonia.  Do  Tlwu,  Bnr,  Metcren.  M  mp.      *'  Ibid. 
«  l\Ad.       **  Umton  ioBurghley.  21  May,  15J*2,  O.  t*.     iS.  P.  Ortice  518. j 
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They  nurabered,  including  lanzknechts  and  the  English  con- 
tingent, about  half  as  many,  and  before  they  could  effect 
their  retreat,  were  attivked  by  Mercoenr,  and  utterly  routed. 
The  English,  who  done  stood  to  their  colours,  were  nearly  all 
cut  to  pieces.  The  rest  made  a  disorderly  retreat,**  but  were 
nltimately,  with  few  exceptions,  captured  or  slain.  Tho  duke, 
following  up  his  victory,  seizetl  Cliateau  Gontier  and  La  Val, 
important  crossing  places  on  the  river  Mayenne,  and  laid  siego 
to  Mayenne,  capital  city  of  that  reigon.  The  panic,  spread- 
ing through  Brittany  and  Elaine,  threatened  the  king's  cause 
there  with  complete  overthrow,  hampered  his  operations  in 
Normandy,  and  vastly  encouraged  the  Leaguers.  It  became 
necessary  for  Henry  to  renounce  his  designs  upon  Rouen,  and 
the  pursuit  of  Piirma,  and  to  retire  to  Vernon,  there  to  occupy 
himself  with  plans  for  the  relief  of  Brittany.  Li  vain  had  the 
Earl  of  Essex,  whose  brother  had  already  been  killed  in 
the  campaign,  manifested  such  head-loug  gallantry  in  that 
comitry  as  to  call  forth  the  sharpest  rebukes  from  the  admiring 
but  anxious  Elizabeth.  The  handful  of  brave  Englishmen 
who  had  been  withdra>Mi  from  the  Netherlands^  much  to  the 
dissatisfaction  of  the  States-General,  in  order  to  defend  the 
coasts  of  Brittany,  would  have  been  better  employed  under 
Maurice  of  Nassau.  So  soon  as  the  heavy  news  reached  the 
king,  the  faithful  Umton  was  sent  for.  "He  imparted 
the  same  unto  me,**  said  the  envoy,  "with  extraordinary 
passion  and  discontent.  He  discoursed  at  large  of  his  miserttblo 
estate,  of  the  factions  of  his  servants,  and  of  their  ill-dispo6i« 
tions,  and  then  required  my  opinion  touching  his  couwe  for 
Brittany,  as  also  what  further  aid  he  might  expect  from  ber 
Majesty ;  alleging  that  unless  he  were  presently  strengthened 
by  England  it  wa^  impossible  for  him  longer  to  resist  the 
greatness  of  tlie  King  of  Spain,  who  assailed  Ids  country  by 
Brittany,  Languedoc,  the  Low  Countries  by  the  Duke  of 
Saxony  and  the  Duke  of  Ix)rrainc,  and  so  ended  his  speech 
passionately."*^  Thus  adjured,  Sir  Henry  spoke  to  the  king 
firmly  but  courteously,  reminding  him  how,  contrary  to 
*»  Umlou  to  Burgblty.  2^  AUy,  I5{>2,  U.  S,    f,8.  P.  Omt^j  Mis  i  «•  IliU. 
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Eni^lish  advice,  he  had  followed  other  counseUora  to  the 
neglect  of  Brittany,  and  had  broken  his  promises  to  the  qneen. 
He  conduded  by  urging  him  to  advance  into  that  country  in 
person,  but  did  not  pledge  himself  on  behalf  of  her  Majesty 
to  any  further  assistance.  "  To  this/'  said  Uraton,  "  the  king 
gave  a  willing  ear,  and  replied,  with  many  thanks,  and  witli- 
out  disallowing  of  anything  that  I  alleged,  yielding  many 
excuses  of  his  want  of  means,  not  of  disposition,  to  provide  a 
remedy,  not  forgetting  to  acknowledge  her  Majesty's  care 
of  him  and  his  country,  and  especially  of  Brittany,  excusing 
much  the  bad  disposition  of  his  counsellors,  and  inclining 
much  to  my  motion  to  go  in  person  thither,  especially  because 
might  thereby  give  her  JIajesty  better  satisfaction ;  .  .  .  . 
Qd  protesting  that  he  would  either  immediately  himself 
make  war  there  in  those  parts  or  send  an  army  thither.  I 
do  not  doubt,"  added  the  ambassador,  '*  but  with  good  handling 
her  Majesty  may  now  obtain  any  reasonable  matter  for  tho 
conservation  of  Brittany,  as  also  for  a  place  of  retreat  for 
the  English,  and  I  urge  continually  the  yielding  of  Brest  into 
her  Majesty's  hunds,  whereunto  I  find  the  king  well  inclineil, 
if  ho  might  bring  it  to  pass.**^' 

Alexander  passed  a  few  days  in  Paris,  where  he  was 
welcomed  with  much  cordiality,  recruiting  his  army  for  a 
brief  period  in  the  land  of  Brie,  and  then — broken  in  health 
bnt  entirely  successful — ho  dragged  himself  once  more  to 
Spa  to  drink  the  waters,  lie  left  an  auxiliary  force  with 
Mayenne,  and  promised — infinitely  against  his  o\vn  wishes — 
to  obey  his  master's  commands  and  return  again  before  the 
winter  to  do  the  League's  work.*'' 

j:\jid  tlius  Alexander  had  again  solved  a  difficult  problem. 
He  hal  saved  for  his  master  and  for  tlie  League  tho  second 
city  of  France  and  tho  Avhole  coast  of  Normandy.  Itouen 
had  been  relieved  in  masterly  manner  even  as  Paris 
had  been  succoured  the  year  before.  Ho  hail  done  this, 
although  opposetl  by  tho  sleejtless  energy  and  the  exn- 
berant  valour  of  tho  quick-witted  Navarre,  and  although 
C  i;tt»l..ti  Ui  DurghUy.  24  May,  151)2,  O.  S.      S.  I'.  Office  MS.)         «  Ibid. 
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encumbered  by  the  assistance  of  the  ponderous  Duke  of 
Mayenne-  His  military  reputation,  through  these  two  famous 
reliefs  and  retreats,  ^rew  greater  than  ever. 

No  commander  of  the  age  was  thought  capable  of  doing 
what  he  had  thus  done.  Yet,  after  all,  what  had  he  accom- 
plished ?  Did  he  not  feel  in  his  heart  of  hearts  that 
he  was  but  a  strong  and  most  skilful  swimmer  struggling 
for  a  little  while  against  an  ocean-tide  which  was  steadily 
sweeping  him  and  his  master  and  all  their  fortunes  far  out 
into  the  infinite  depths? 

Something  of  this  breathed  ever  in  his  most  secret  utter- 
ances. But,  so  long  as  life  was  in  him,  his  sword  and  his 
genius  were  at  the  disposal  of  his  sovereign,  to  carry  out  a 
series  of  schemes  as  futile  as  they  were  nefarious. 

For  us,  looking  back  upon  the  Past,  which  was  then  (he 
Future,  it  is  easy  to  see  how  remorselessly  the  great  current 
of  events  was  washing  away  the  system  and  the  personages 
seeking  to  resist  its  power  and  to  oppose  the  great  moral 
principles  by  which  liuman  affairs  in  the  long  run  are  inva- 
riably governed.  Spiiiu  and  Eomo  were  endeavouring  to 
obliterate  the  landmarks  of  race,  nationality,  historical  institu- 
tions, and  the  tendencies  of  awakened  jx>pular  conscience, 
throughout  Cln'istendom,  and  to  substitute  for  them  a  dead 
level  of  conformity  to  one  regal  and  sacerdotal  despotism. 

Enghind,  Ilolland,  the  Navarre  party  in  France,  and  a  con- 
siderable part  of  Germany  were  contending  for  national  imity 
and  independence,  for  vested  and  recorded  rights.  Much 
further  than  they  themselves  or  their  chieftains  dreamed  thoeo 
millions  of  men  were  fighting  for  a  system  of  tempeimte 
human  freedom ;  for  that  emancipation  under  just  laws  from 
arbitrary  human  control,  wliich  is  the  right — however 
frequently  trampled  upon — of  all  classes,  conditions,  and 
races  of  men  ;  and  for  which  it  is  the  instinct  of  tiie  human 
lace  to  continue  to  struggle  under  every  disadvantage,  and 
often  against  all  hope,  throughout  the  ages,  so  long  as  the 
very  principle  of  humanity  shall  not  be  extinguished  in  thoM 
who  have  been  created  after  their  Maker's  image. 
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It  may  safely  be  doubted  whetber  the  great  Queeo^  the 
Beamese,  Alexander  Famese,  or  bis  master,  with  many  of 
tbeir  respective  adherents,  dififered  very  essentially  from  each 
other  in  tbeir  notions  of  the  right  divine  and  the  right  of  the 
people.  But  lustory  has  shown  us  which  of  them  best  under- 
stood the  spirit  of  the  age,  and  bad  the  keenest  instinct  to 
keep  tliemselves  in  tbe  advance  by  moving  fastest  in  the  direc- 
tion whither  it  was  marsballing  all  men.  There  were  many 
earnest,  hard-toiling  men  in  those  days,  men  who  believed  in 
tbe  work  to  which  they  devoted  their  lives.  Perhaps,  too, 
the  devil-worshippers  did  their  master's  work  as  strenuously 
and  heartily  as  any,  and  got  fame  and  pelf  for  their  pains. 
Fortunately,  a  good  portion  of  what  they  so  laboriously 
wrought  for  has  vanished  into  air;  while  humanity  lias  at 
least  gained  something  from  those  who  deliberately  or  in- 
stinctively conformed  themselves  to  her  eternal  laws. 
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Return  of  Princo  Bf fturico  to  tho  aiego  of  Stcenwyck  —  Cftpitulatioa  of  llw 
beaieged  —  Effects  of  tlie  intraluction  of  mining  oporntioiu>  —  Mftarioe 
beeiegei  Coewerden  —  Vurtltigo  attenipta  to  reliere  the  city,  but  (ails  — Tbe 
city  capitulates,  and  Print-o  Maurioe  retreutfl  into  winter  quarters. 

While  Faniese  bad  tbxis  been  strengthening  the  bulwarks  of 
Pbib'p'a  universal  monarchy  m  that  portion  of  liis  proposed 
French  tlominions  which  looked  towanls  Enfjland,  there  bad 
been  op{>ortimity  for  Prince  Manriee  to  make  an  assault  upon 
the  Frisian  defences  of  this  vast  realm.  It  was  dUficult  to 
make  half  Europe  into  one  gre^it  Spanish  fortification, 
guarding  its  every  bastion  and  every  ])oint  of  tho  curtain, 
without  far  more  extensive  armaments  than  the  *•  Great  King/' 
as  the  Leaguc^rs  proposed  that  Philip  should  entitle  bim^lf, 
had  ever  bad  at  his  disposal.  It  might  be  a  colossal 
scheme  to  stretch  the  rod  of  empire  over  so  large  a  portion  of 
tho  earthy  but  the  dwarfish  attempts  to  carry  the  design  into 
execution  hardly  reveal  the  hand  of  genius.  It  is  astoniab- 
ing  to  contemplrtto  the  meagre  numbers  and  the  slender 
iuiuls  with  wbieli  this  world-empire  was  U>  be  assertetl  and 
maintained.  The  armies  arrayed  at  any  important  point 
hardly  exceeded  a  modern  <li vision  or  two ;  while  the 
resources  furnished  for  a  year  wouhl  bai'dly  pay  in  later  daj 
for  a  few  weeks'  campaign. 

\Mien  Alexander,  the  first  commander  of  his  time,  move 
out  of  Flanders  into  France  with  less  thsm  twenty  thomjand 
men,  he  left  most  vital  portions  of  his  master's  hereditiry 
dominions  so  utterly  unprotected  that  it  was  possible  to  attaek 
them  with  a  handful  of  troops.  The  young  disciple  of  Simon 
8tevinu8  now  resumed  that  practical  demonstration  of  hia 
principles  which  had  been  in  the  previous  year  so  well  l»egiiii. 
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On  the  28tli  May,  1592,  Maurice,  takiiig  the  field  with  six 
tlioufland  foot  and  two  thousjind  hoiise,  camo  oneo    2a  Mny, 
more  before  8teenwyck,     It  uill  be  remembered     ^^^^* 
that  he  had  been  obIi;j:t.Hl  to  feliuquish  the  siege  of  this  place 
in  order  to  confront  the  Duke  of  Parma  in  Jnlj,  1591,  at 
Nymegen. 

The  city — very  important  from  its  position,  bein^  the  key 
to  the  province  of  Drivnthe  as  well  as  one  oi'tho  safeguards  of 
Friesland — had  been  besiegetl  in  vain  by  Comit  Renneberg 
after  his  treasonable  surrender  of  Groningeu,  of  whieh  he  was 
governor,  to  the  Spaniards,  but  had  been  subsequently  sur- 
prised by  Tassis.  Since  that  time  it  had  held  for  the  king. 
Its  fortifications  were  strong,  and  of  the  best  description  known 
at  that  day.  Its  regular  garrison  was  sixteen  cumpauies  of 
foot  and  some  cavalry  under  Antoino  de  Quocquoville, 
military  govenior.  Besides  these  troops  were  twelve  hundred 
Walloon  infantry,  commanded  by  Lewis,  youngest  Count  van 
den  Berg,  a  brave  lad  of  eighteen  years,  with  whom  were  tlie 
lord  of  Waterdyck  and  other  Netlierland  noblea^ 

To  the  military  student  tbe  siege  may  possess  imjKjrtauco 
as  marking  a  transitional  epoch  in  the  history  of  the  be- 
leaguering science.  To  the  general  reader,  as  in  most  of  tbe 
exploits  of  the  young  Poliorcetes,  its  details  have  but  slender 
interest.  Perhaps  it  was  hero  that  the  spade  first  vindicated 
ita  dignity,  and  entitled  itself  to  be  classed  as  a  military 
wea[)on  of  value  along  with  pike  and  arquebus.  It  was  here 
that  the  soldiers  of  JMaurice,  burrowing  in  the  ground  at  ten 
stuyrerB  a  day,  were  jeered  at  by  the  enemy  from  the  battle- 
ments as  boors  and  ditchers,  who  had  forfeited  their  30  May, 
right  to  be  considered  soldiers — but  jeered  at  for  the  ^  *'""*• 
last  time. 

From  30th  May  to  9th  Juno  the  prince  was  occupied  in 
throwing  up  earthworks  on  the  low  grounds  in  oitler  to  bring 
his  guns  into  position.  On  the  IcJth  June  he  began 
to  batter  with  forty-five  pieces,  but  effected  little 


13  JdUe, 


•  Bor,  m.   xxvJii.  628-G33.     Meleren.  xvi.  304.  305.    Keyd,  u.  177-1  Kl. 
Golonui,  V.  9U.  100. 
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more  than  to  demolish  some  of  the  breast- works.  He  threw 
hot  shot  into  the  town  Tery  diligentlj-,  too,  bat  did  small 
damage.  The  cannonading  went  on  for  nearly  a  week,  but 
the  practice  was  so  rery  indifferent — ^notwithstanding  the 
protection  of  the  blessed  Barbara  and  the  tuition  of  the  bos- 
masters — that  the  besieged  began  to  amuse  themselves  with 
these  empty  and  monotonous  salvos  of  the  honourable  Artil- 
lery Guild.  When  all  this  blazing  and  thundering  had 
led  to  no  better  resolt  than  to  convert  a  hundred  thousand 
good  Flemish  florins  into  noise  and  smoke,  the  thrifty 
Netherlanders  on  both  sides  the  walls  began  to  disparage 
the  young  general's  reputation.  After  all,  they  said,  the 
Spaniards  were  right  when  they  called  artillery  mere  espanta- 
vellacos  or  scare-cowards.*  This  burrowing  and  bellowiug 
must  at  last  give  place  to  the  old-faahioned  push  of  pike,  and 
then  it  would  be  seen  who  the  soldiers  were.  Observations 
like  these  were  freely  made  under  a  flag  of  truce ;  for  on  the 
19th  June — ^notwithstanding  their  contempt  for  the 
espani^i-vellacos — the  besieged  had  sent  out  a  de- 
putation to  treat  for  an  honourable  surrender.  Maurice 
entertained  the  negotiators  hospitably  in  his  own  tent,  but 
the  terms  suggested  to  him  were  inadmissible.  Nothing  came 
of  the  conference  therefore  but  mutual  criticisms,  friendly 
enough,  although  sufficiently  caustic. 

Maurice  now  ceased  cannonading,  and  burrowed  again  for 
ten  days  without  interruption.  Four  mines,  leading  to  dif- 
ferent points  of  the  defences,  were  patiently  constructed,  and 
two  large  chambers  at  the  terminations,  neatly  finished  off 
and  filled  respe<'tively  with  fire  thousand  and  twenty-five 
hundred  pounds  of  powder,  were  at  last  established  under  two 
of  the  principal  bastions.' 

During  all  this  digging  there  had  been  a  couple  of  sortice 
in  which  the  besieged  had  inflicted  great  damage  on  their 
enemy,  and  got  back  into  the  town  with  a  few  prisonen^ 
having  last  but  six  of  their  own  men.*    Sir  Francis  Vere  had 


19  June. 


*  Rcyd,  vhi  mp, 

•  Kor,  Moteien,  Revd.  Cc4oiun,  vbi 
•up. 


*  rind.  Colonm  sayd  that  thr«» 
luwdred  of  the  besiegtsn  wore^  kjli«d 
iu  iU'm  sallv. 
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been  severely  wounded  in  the  leg,  so  that  he  was  obliged  to  keep 
liis  bed  during  the  rest  of  the  siege.  Verdugo,  too,  had  made  a 
feeble  attempt  to  reinforce  the  place  with  three  hundred  men, 
sixty  or  seventy  of  whom  had  entered,  while  the  rest  had 
been  killed  or  capturetl.^  On  such  a  small  scale  was  Philip'8 
world-empire  contended  for  by  his  studholder  in  Friesland; 
yet  it  was  certainly  not  the  fault  of  the  stout  old  Portu- 
guese. Verdugo  would  rather  have  sent  thirty  thousand 
men  to  save  the  front  door  of  his  great  province  than  three 
hundred.  But  every  available  man — and  few  enough  of 
tbem  they  were — had  beea  sent  out  of  the  Netherlands, 
to  defend  the  world-empire  in  its  outposts  of  Normandy  and 
Brittany. 

This  was  Philip  the  Prndeut's  system  for  conquering  the 
world,  and  men  looked  upon  him  as  the  consummation  of 
kingcraft. 

On  the  3rd  July  Maurice  ordered  his  whole  force  to  be  in 
readiness  for  the  assault.  The  mines  were  then  sprung. 
The  bastion  of  the  east  gate  was  blown  to  ruius.  The 
mine  under  the  Gast-Huys  bulwark,  burst  outwardly,  and 
buried  alive  many  Hollanders  standing  ready  for  the  assaults* 
At  this  untoward  accident  Maurice  hesitated  to  give  the  signal 
for  storming  the  breach,  but  the  panic  within  the  town  was  so 
evi<lent  that  Lewis  William  lost  no  time  in  seizing  the  over- 
thrown eastern  bulwark,  from  the  ruins  of  which  he  looked 
OTer  the  whole  cityJ  The  other  broken  bastion  was  likewise 
easily  mastered,  and  the  besieged,  seeing  the  sterm  about  to 
burst  upon  them  with  irresistible  fury,  sent  a  trumpet  Mean- 
time Maurice,  inspecting  the  effects  of  the  explosion  and  pre- 
paring for  the  assault,  had  been  shot  through  the  left  cheek. 
The  wound  was  not  dangerous,  and  the  prince  extracted  the 
bullet  with  his  own  hand,"  hut  the  cliange  of  half  an  inch 
would  have  made  it  fatal.  He  was  not  incapacitated — after 
his   wound    had    been    dressed,   amidst   the    remonstrances 


•  Bor,  Moteren,  Reyd,  Coloina,  uli 
tup. 

•  Ibid.  7  Ibid. 


"  Ibid.  Lttter  of  John  the  Yoanger 
lo  hip  fuliier,  in  Grouu  t.  Prinaterer. 
(Archives  XL  6.  i.  198.) 
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of  his  friends  for  his  temerity — from  listeiiiug  to  the  proposi' 

tions  of  tho  city.  They  were  refused,  for  the  prince  was  snre 
of  having  his  town  on  his  own  terms. 

Next  day  he  permitt^^d  the  garrison  to  depart;  the 
officers  and  soldiers  promising  not  to  serve  the 
King  of  Spain  on  the  Netherland  side  of  the  Rhine 
for  six  montlis.  They  were  to  take  their  baggage,  but  to  leave 
amis,  flags,  munitions,  and  provisions.  Both  Maurice  and 
Lewis  Willijim  were  for  insisting  on  sterner  conditions,  but 
the  States*  deputies  and  merabei"s  of  the  council  who  were 
present,  us  usual,  in  camp  urged  the  building  of  the  golden 
bridge.  After  all,  a  fort,ified  city,  the  second  in  imjx>rtance 
after  GroniDgen  of  all  those  regions,  was  the  real  prize  cou- 
t ended  for.  The  garrison  was  meagre  and  much  reduced 
during  tlie  siege.  The  fortifications,  of  masonry  and  earth- 
work combined,  were  nearly  as  strong  as  ever.  Saint  Bar- 
bara had  tlone  them  but  little  damage,  but  the  town  itself 
was  in  a  sorry  plight.  Churches  and  houses  were  nearly  all 
shot  to  pieces,  and  the  inhabitants  had  long  been  dwelling  in 
the  cellars.  Two  hundred  of  the  garrison  remained,  seTerely 
wounded,  in  the  town ;  three  hundred  and  fifty  had  been 
killed,  among  others  the  young  cousin  of  the  Nassaus,  Count 
Lewis  van  don  Berg.  The  remainder  of  the  royalists 
marclied  out,  and  were  treated  with  courtesy  by  lilaurice, 
who  gave  tliem  an  escort,  permitting  the  soldiers  to  retain 
their  side-arms,  and  furnishing  horses  to  the  governor. 

In  the  besieging  army  five  or  six  hundred  had  been  killed 
and  many  woundcil,  but  not  in  numbers  bearing  the  same 
proportion  to  the  slain  as  in  modern  battles.' 

The  siege  hud  lasted  forty-four  days.  WTien  it  was  OTer, 
and  men  came  out  from  the  town  to  examine  at  leisure  the 


•  At  Icaat  tliiB  is  the  testimony  ol 
all  the  Dutch  IjHtoriuiw,  but — as  liaa 
l>cen  the  vnsc  iu  all  sieges  and  battles 
!«iticeQiCDbi>g}iii  to  L>i-»io]>;o  and  to  fight 
batUcB — tbo  cvidtupe  given  by  the  two 
sidai  is  in  Dlmost  direct  coailict. 

AoooMing  to  Coloirirt,  tliirtecn  hiin- 
iln-d  of  the  beait'^'i  ra  hiul  Ikcii  kiilwl 
(Mitright during  tlif  i-^saiilbs  iind  ihvtv 


werd  BO  many  woundtd  tliat  not  aOW* 
were  left  unhurt  in  their  camji,  mu  of  , 
lO.UOO  with  which  the  me^  hegUL 
Oil  the  otheT  hand,  aooordioff  to  lb* 
tiuiiie  autliority,  the  bosiegt^  Tuid  liwt 
but  150  killoti,  and  a  few  tunn<  thiut 
that  tiunrilxr  woundfid :  f.  99~,  H«it 
we  huvo  mitn  Ihiit  tlie  whole  of  tlir 
liesieging  army  amounted  only  to  Aiix>. 
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e's  caTOp  and  Ills  tield  of  operations,  they  were  astounded 
at  tlie  amount  of  labour  performenl  in  so  short  a  time.  The 
oldest  campaigners  confessed  that  they  never  before  had 
understood  what  a  siege  really  was,  aud  they  began  to  con- 
ceive a  higher  respect  for  the  art  of  the  engineer  than  they 
had  ever  done  before.  *'  Even  those  who  were  wont  to  rail 
at  science  and  labour,"  said  one  who  was  present  in  the  camp 
of  jMaurice,  "  declared  that  the  siege  would  ha\'e  been  a  far 
more  arduous  undertaking  had  it  not  been  for  those  two 
engineers,  Joost  Matthes  of  Alost,  and  Jacob  Kemp  of 
Gorcum.  It  is  high  time  to  take  from  soMiers  the  falso 
notion  that  it  is  shameful  to  work  with  the  spade ;  an  error 
whifh  was  long  prevalent  among  tlie  Netherlaiiders,  and  still 
prevails  araong  the  French,  to  the  great  detriment  of  the 
king's  affairs,  as  may  be  seen  in  his  sieges."^^ 

Certainly  the  result  of  Henry's  recent  campaign  before 
Rouen  had  proved  sufficiently  how  much  better  it  would  have 
been  for  him  hud  there  been  some  Dutch  Joosts  aud  Jacobs 
with  their  picks  and  shovels  in  his  array  at  that  critical 
period.  They  might  perhaps  have  baftled  Parma  as  they 
bad  done  Venlugo. 

Without  letting  the   grass  grow  under  his  feet,  Irlaurice 
now   led   his   army    from   Steenwvck  to   Zwol   and  26  Julj, 
arrived  on  the  2(5th  July  before  Coeworden. 

This  place,  very  strong  by  art  and  still  stronger  by  nature, 
was  the  other  key  to  all  north  Netherland  ^  Friesland, 
Groningen,  and  Drenthe.  Should  it  fall  into  the  hands  of 
the  republic  it  would  bo  impossible  for  the  Spaniards  to 
retain  much  longer  the  rich  and  important  cnpital  of  all  that 
country,  the  city  of  Groningen.  Coeworden  ky  between  two 
vast  morasses,  one  of  which — the  Bourtange  swamp — ex- 
tended some  thirty  miles  to  the  bay  of  the  Dollart ;  while  the 
other  spread  nearly  as  far  in  a  westerly  direction  to  the 
Zuyder  Zee.  Thus  these  two  great  marshes  were  a  frame — 
an  almost  impassable  barrier — by  which  the  northern  third 
of  the  whole  tt'rritory  of  the  republic  was  encircled  and  de- 

"•  FU-yJ,  ubi  «n;>, 
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fended.     Throughout  tliis  great  morass  there  was  not  a  hand- 
breaiith  of  solid  ground — not  a  resting-place  for  a  human 
foot,  save  the  road  which  led  tlirough   Coeworden. 
paaa^ige  lay  upon  a  natural  deposit  of  hard,  dry  sand,  lateral 
posed  as  if  by  a  ca[)riee  of  nature  between  the  two  swam^ 
and  was  about  half  a  mile  iii  width." 

The  town  itself  was  well  fortified,  and  Verdugo  bad 
recently  etrengthening   the  position  with   additional  earth-1 
works.^*    A  thousand   veterans   formed  the  garrison  nudefj 
command  of  another  Van  den  Berg,  the  Count  Frederic."    Itl 
was  the  fate  of  these  sister's-childrcn  of  the  great  founder  of 
the  republic  to  serve  the  cause  of  foreign  despotism  with 
remarkable    tenacity    against    their  own   countrj^men,  and 
against  their  nearest  blood  relations.     On  many  conspicuoM . 
occasions    they  were  almost  as  useful   to  Spfiin   and  thftj 
Inquisition  as  the  son  and  nearly  all  the  other  kinsmen  of  j 
William  the  Silent  had  rendered  themselves  to  the  cause  of  j 
Holland  and  of  freedom. 

Having  thoroughly  entrenched  his  camp  before  Coeworden 
and  begun  the  regular  approaches,  Jlaurice  left  his  cousin 
Lewis  William  to  superintend  the  siege  operations  for  the 
moment,  and  advanced  towartls  Ootmarsum,  a  frontier  town 
which  might  give  him  trouble  if  in  the  hands  of  a  relieving  ^J 
force.  The  place  fell  at  once,  with  the  loss  of  but  one  life  to  ^M 
the  States  army,  but  that  a  very  valuable  one;  General  de 
Famars,  one  of  the  original  signers  of  the  famous  Compromise, 
and  a  most  distinguished  soldier  of  the  republic,  haviug  been 
killed  before  the  gates. 

On  the  31st  July,  Maurice  returned  to  his  entrenchments. 
July 31,  Tho  enemy  professed  unbounded  confident;  Viui 
1592.  (jgjj  Berg  not  doubting  that  he  should  bo  relieved 
by  Verdugo,  and  Verdugo  being  sure  that  Van  den  lierg 
would  need  no  relief.  The  Portuguese  veteran  indeed  ^j 
was  inclined  to  wonder  at  IVfaurice's  presumption  in  attack-  ^M 
ing  so  impregnable  a  fortress.      **If  Coeworden   does  not  ^ 

"  nuiccianlini  in  voce.     Reyd,  ix.  18G,  *eqq.  "  Ibid, 

"  Kf«y«l,  ubi  mp.   MoUrrea.  x?L  306.    Bfir,  ill.  xxviiL  (J39,  tegq. 
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hold,"  said  he,  *' there  is  no  place  in  tlie  world  that  can 
hold."'t 

Count  Peter  Eroest  was  still  acting  as  governor-general ; 
for  Alexander  Famese,  on  returniDg  from  his  second  French 
campaign,  had  again  betaken  himself,  shattered  and  melan- 
choly, to  the  waters  of  Spa,  leaving  the  responsibility  for 
Netherland  affairs  upon  the  German  octogenariau.'*  To  him, 
and  to  the  nonagenarian  Mondragon  at  Antwerp,  the  veteran 
Verdngo  now  called  loudly  for  aid  against  the  youthful 
pedant,  whom  all  men  had  been  laughing  at  a  twelvemonth 
or  6<»  before.  The  Macedonian  phalanx,  Simon  Stevinus  and 
delving  Dutch  boors — unworthy  of  tlie  name  of  soldiers — 
seemed  to  be  steadily  digging  the  ground  from  mider  Philip's 

»feet  in  his  hereditary  domains. 
"What  would  become  of  the  world-empire,  where  was  the 
great  king — not  of  Spain  alone,  nor  of  France  alone — but  the 
great  monarch  of  all  Christendom,  to  plant  his  throne  securely, 
if  his  Frisian  strongholds,  his  most  important  northern  out- 
posts,  were  to  fall  before  an  almost  beardless  youth  at  the 
head  of  a  handful  of  republican  militia  ? 

Verdugo  did  liia  best,  but  the  best  was  little.  The  Spanish 
and  Italian  legions  had  been  sent  out  of  the  Netherlands 
into  France.  Many  had  died  there,  many  were  in  hospital 
after  their  return,  nearly  all  the  rest  were  mutinous  for  want 
of  pay. 

On  the  16th  August,  Maurice  fonnally  summoned  Coewor- 
den  to  sarrender.     After  the  tiiimpeter  had  blown    m  Aug. 
thrice,  Count  Van  den  Berg,  forbidding  all  others,    *^^'''' 
came  alone  upon  the  walls  and  demanded  his  message.     **  To 
claim  this  city  in  the  name  of  Prince  Maurice  of  Kassau  and 
of  the  States-General,"  was  the  reply. 

"  Tell  him  first  to  beat  dowTi  my  walls  as  flat  as  the  ditch," 
said  Van  den  Berg,  "  and  then  to  bring  five  or  six  storms. 
Six  months  after  that  I  will  think  whether  I  will  send  a 
trumpet."  *• 


»*  Revd,  ubt 

"    Pormft  U>  P.  E.  Mangfeld,  16  Aug.  1592.    Same  to  Philip,  24  Aug.  1592. 
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The  prince  proceeded  stewlily  with  his  approaches,  but  he 
was  infiiiitely  chagrined  by  the  departure  out  of  his  camp  of 
Sir  Francis  Vere  with  his  English  contingent  of  three  regi- 
ments, whom  Queen  Elizabeth  had  peremptorily  ordered  tOj 
the  relief  of  King  Henry  in  Brittany. 

Nothing  amazes  the  modern  mind  so  much  as  the  cxquisit 
paucity  of  forces  and  of  funds  by  which  the  world-empire 
fought  fur  and  resisted  in  France,  Holland,  Spain,  and  Eng 
land.  The  scenes  of  war  were  rapidly  shifted — almost  like 
the  slides  of  a  magio-lant«m — from  one  country  to  anothfi 
the  same  conspicuous  persounges,  almost  the  same  individu 
armies,  peri>etually  re-appearing  in  diiferent  places,  as 
a  wild  phantoiumagoria  were  capriciously  repeating  itself 
bewilder  the  imagination.  Essex,  and  Vere,  and  Roge 
Williams,  and  Black  Norris — Van  der  Dofs,  and  Ad 
Nassau,  the  5liH»tkerk8  and  Count  Philip  —  Farneso 
Mansfcld,  George  Basti,  Arenberg,  Berlaymont,  I>a  Noti 
and  Teligny,  Aquila  and  Coloma — were  seen  altematel] 
fighting,  retreating,  triumphant,  beleaguering,  campaigt: 
all  along  the  great  territory  which  extends  from  the  Bay  i 
Biscay  to  the  crags  of  Brittany,  and  across  the  narrow  seas  to 
the  bogs  of  Irelnnd,  and  thence  through  the  plains  of  Picardy 
and  Flanders  to  the  swamps  of  Groningen  and  the  frontiera 
of  the  Rhine. 

This  was  the  arena  in  which  the  great  struggle  was  ev€ 
going  on,  but  the  champions  were  so  few  in  number  that  thed 
individual  shapes  become  familiar  to  us  like  the  figures  of  i 
oft-repeated  pageant.  And  now  the  withdrawal  of  cert* 
companies  of  infantry  and  squadrons  of  cavalry  from 
Spanish  armies  into  France,  had  left  obedient  Netherhuid 
too  weak  to  resist  rebellious  Netherland,  while,  on  the 
hand,  the  withdrawal  of  some  twenty  or  thirty  companies  < 
English  auxiliaries — most  hard-fighting  veterans  it  is  tru<%j 
but  very  few  in  number — was  likely  to  imperil  the  enterprie 
of  Maurice  in  Frieslaiid. 

The  removal  of  those  companies  from  the  Low  Cooolriei' 
to  strengthen  the  Bciiniese  in  the  north  of  France,  formed 
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the  subject  of  much  bitter  diplomatic  conference  between  the 
States  aud  England;  the  order  having  been  communicated 
by  the  great  queen  herself  in  many  a  vehement  epistle  and 
caustic  speech,  enforced  by  big,  manly  outk^.'"' 


'?  The  cautiooary  towns  requir«d  to 
be  held  at  this  ■euaan  with  a  firm 
luuuL  The  days  were  gone  when  the 
States  looked  up  to  the  represfOtatiTe 
of  the  qaeea  a«  u  "  MesBiah."  and  felt 
that  she  alone  tfUatuinod  th«m  from 
winking  into  rain.  A  aeriea  of  vioto- 
riea  over  thv  Spaniards,  and  the 
amarini^r  fatuity  of  the  Hpuiiinh  policy, 
hmi  given  them  vast  coufldeiife  in 
Ihenuelveat  and  a  growing  cr^ntempt 
for  their  great  enemy.  Taty  did  uot 
feel  thenuelToe  entirely  deiniiduot  on 
England*  but  coTi5i<lere<l  tliu  Herricea 
rendered  by  each  comitiy  t<>  the  other 
as  bdrly  equnl.  aud  tliey  tliirtfore  the 
more  kectdy  najeutevl  the  withdrawal 
of  tnx^pa  to  which  thty  believed 
tbomaelTee  thorou;j:lily  entithnl  by 
their  c»ntract.  It  wua  uu  iuiraction 
of  the  treaty,  in  tUcir  Oi>iiMon,  to  hold 
tbdr  cities*  yet  U>  jierid  the  Euglish 
auxiliaries  ioto  FmULV.  There  were 
riadng  corumutioQ»  in  FIuaIuiu,'  otid 
Ostvnd,  while  i\t  the  sume  liuiu  it  vms 
felt  tluit  tJie  funjiffii  euemy  ut  uny 
monicut  wtui  cajMihle  of  making  a 
raddon  assault  on  those  most  vital 
plaocc  "  It  is  iidvtirliiM-d  mo  out  of 
England,"  twid  Hit  IIiAktI  Sidm-y, 
Oovomor  of  Flushing,  "  tliat  theru  IJo 
tomo  tttcn  of  war  thnt  ttty  thnl  Fliuh- 
ing  may  bu  kept  with  a  white  rod. 
I  snow  not  whether  they  hiive  the 
Cidooeua  nldch  the  p<j«-tif  write  tiuit 
Ucxcoxy  luut,  which  was  of  fonrc  to 


paniea  had  been  a  few  years  before. 
The  rtpulilii-nn  fteiitimeut  hml  ao 
much  diitphiced  tliu  feeling  of  depcud- 
encu  on  a  fotvign  sovuruign  thnt  the 
protectors  were  grown  to  appear  almodt 
like  enemies.  Formerly  mutters  were 
Very  ditl't  rent.  '*  TTitn  wiw  tlie  uume 
of  the  queeu  reverenced  iu  all  theiie 
countritaj,"  J»c  siid,  **  ua  of  another 
saviour;  and  there  waci  love  unto  her, 
and  unto  her  sulijeots,  such  ah  if  thoy 
hud  been  all  ul'one  nation.  Tht*  lOoil 
of  Loioetiter.  in  name  aud  ellVx^t.  was 
Goveniour-Ueneral  of  tlie  whole  coun- 
try. My  brother  (Sir  Philip  Sidney) 
bad,  joined  to  the  govenuuont  which 
now  I  have,  the  regiment  of  Lcluuil, 
which  are  the  troops  from  which  this 
garrison  Yios  to  ftar  most  atiy  sudden 
harm.  The  pruvinoea  tl»on  were  |K)or, 
und  ill  onier  luuong  them,  and  the 
States  geuendly  hitttd  of  the  peoplr. 
Kverj'  Jay  a  town  loat,  the  Kins^  of 
Sjxun'ii  army  mighty,  himself  eutaii- 
glod  witli  no  other  wivra,  und  Uf  tdl 
these  luiruia  there  v/as  no  ftliow  of 
hope  but  from  tlie  queen,  ull  other 
princes  directly  aJiunning  their  alii* 
auco.  The  |>eo])le  saw  tiiat  the 
queen's  tiddng  the  caute  iu  hanil,  and 
the  succour  she  tH.Mit,  ha*l  bi-cii  the 
only  piUar  which,  at'ter  the  Josa  of 
Antwerp,  luid  held  up  their  Sluto  fn)m 
utter  ruin,  which  brc*l  a  love  (or  the 
quecxi,  and  a  feiir  of  iUttpkmsing  her. 
All  tliid  had  siuce  boon 


biriag  sleep  upon  all  men.  If  they  ,  changed :  there  is  a  new  fuoe  on  the 
haw  not,  truly  they  Uttle  know  Ihi'j^  Statu  and  |*0(»plc;  the  governour- 
towv    'T  ■•';!{«  will   uot  Biiy  what  ,  gmiefal  luw  Install  autliarity;  all  the 


iml  LLk,  being  not  in  tlieir 

owri  _  r  uitervjjti'd  in  the  goixl 

or  ill  ul  jL  ...  .  The  burghers,  I 
eonf»*».  curry  themselves  ver)'  honestly, 
and  J  '    myself  that  the  queen 

hai )  B«-rvaut«  among  them, 

nr»t  J  the  chief  way  to  keeji 

til* .'  I  ?t  is  to   have   such  a 

{pur:  y  pay  them  at  uny  time 

tho  price  of  doing  ilL"  The  governor 
prrjtented  that  twenty-two  companies 
of  l:io  men  each  were  not  a  stroager 
gnrriaon  for  hia  town  than  five  com- 


eotumaudmeut  ol  the  aniiiea  is  iu 
their  htinds."  The  govemour  then 
assigncJ  many  pregnant  reasons  for 
the  mthdrawing  of  love  from  the 
knglibh  and  their  queen  on  i>art  of 
the  Notherhinders,  prominent  among 
which  wi^re  the  malpracticeH  of  the 
English  in  Ciimpvocr,  Mc<ienl)liek,  and 
fJirtruydonberg,  tut  especially  the 
intj'rference  by  the  English  cruiaera 
with  their  sea-going  ships,  und  the 
fru4|ucut  pirucicji  committetl  on  their 
morchantmeu  by  her  Majesty's  navy. 
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Yevd^o^  altfwug^  fwifidfnt  in  tiie  strength  of  the  place, 
h^  representfcd  to  Panna  and  to  Mansfeld  the  immense  hn- 
pofftanee  oi  reliermg  Coevorden.  Tbe  gHt,  he  aaid,  waa  moro 
Tsloahle  than  all  the  towns  taken  the  jear  before.  AU 
Friedand  htmg  upon  it,  and  it  would  be  impoBsible  to  BSTe 
Grooingen  should  Coewotden  ialL 

Meantime  Count  Philip  Naaaan  arrived  from  the  campaign  | 
in  France  with  his  three  regiments  which  he  threw  into  I 
garrisoD,  and  tlins  set  ft^e  an  eqoal  nnmber  of  fresh  troops, 
which  were  forthwith  sent  to  the  camp  of  Maurice."    Tlie 
l^nce  at  the  same  time  was  made  aware  that  Verdngo  was 

hte  we  of  the  am  by  wUeIi  thev  Utt. 
Tbnogli  tiww  men  be  ber  lUjcalT'i 

sobjertA,  yet  in   respect  tbat  bj  tlw 
coiitract  they  wa«  leat  vnto  t2ian, 
and  that  to  bare  them  thej  pvt  tbdr 
tDwns  tnto  ber  Majatj't  biuida,  tbcy 
tbink  tbej  nmj  diaUenge  »  graU  rfglU 
onto  them;   azid  tndy  I  was  ia   m 
msimer  Mfced   wltctber    the   aoMO. 
witbdnwing  her  fcroea,  would   ckiU 
retun  tiie  catttioouy  towiw."     TVnIj 
the  (jmatian  aeeiDed  a  pcrtmenl  one; 
and  it  woold  hnvo  been  difficult  for  am 
bfiont  man  to  explain  why  the  aacni- 
gage  ihould  mmin  when  Hm  Inao 
was  withdrawn.     It  needed  no  Selo- 
mon  or  Daniel  to  decide  art  plain  a 
matter,  and  the  Staiea  had  an  nneom- 
fortaUe  habit   of  innstana  on   tbeirJ 
rigbta,  eTen  in  the  Teiy  Itee  of  thel 
Engrlish  qneen.     **  Theie    men.  how  ^ 
simple   ahow  soever  thef  bear  oni- 
wonlly.    hare  hearts  hi|rh    eooofh,* 
said  SidDcy ;  **  and  look  tu  be  ro^Mvted  J 
as  they  wliich  hold  thefflt«elTes  cfai«n 
rulers  of  the  proTiaees.  which  have  sol 
long  maintained  war  a^niu!«t  th«  Kins'  | 
of  Spain ;  and  tnily   I  do  not  think 
that  socntly  anything  is  »>  much  tn> 
digested  by  tticm  as  the  UttK'  rcsprf* 
HS   they   ima^ne  is  had  of  then*  in 
England,  and   herein   they  tUd    look 
tiiat  her    Mttjesty  should  have  pio- 
ct'cded  by  way  of  intreating  with  tun, 
as  wa8  dune  two  yean  ago,  wbeo  Sir 
John  NorrLs  led  the  firat  troona  faito 
IMtiinnv."     Sidn(>v  to  BoiffldeT,  14 
July,  ife    (8.  P/Ofliw  Jta)    ^ms 
to  some.  4  Aug.  1592.     (Ibid.) 
"  Dor.  Ileyd.  Meteren.  M  su/i. 


"Thehindmaeeef  tbdr  free  tiafie.* 
besaid.**aad  the  deroflingof  many 
of  ffaeir  diins  hy  socii  aa  have  eom- 
nianonby  the  ipeni  logo  to  tea,  are 
what  they  exelaun  against  extrenseiy." 
He  paid  an  honest  tribitte  to  tbe  na^ 
tioDsl  unity  which  had  grown  np  in 
the  lepablK,  and  to  tbe  ^ood  adminis- 
tration of  their  a&in.  "  Now  are 
the  Btatcs  and  the  people  firmly 
united,'  he  said;  "tlie  soldiers  tho- 
nx^^y  contented  by  the  good  go- 
vernment of  tbe  ooont  and  the 
good  payment  made  to  them.  .... 
The  (car  of  the  King  of  Spain  is 
almost  worn  out,  their  army  bar- 
ing now,  th(^  third  year,  almost 
without  opposition  kept  the  iield." 
It  was  Sidney's  opinion  that  Ooe- 
worden  would  soon  fall,  after  which 
Gtoningen  would  become  untenahle. 
Then,  without  additional  expense,  the 
States  would  be  able  to  take  the  field 
with  25,000  men,  witli  wliicli  they 
thong;ht  themselves  quite  ca|iahle  oi 
holdinj;  the  King  of  Spain  in  play, 
er4iK>cial1y  entharked  as  he  was  wim 
England  ana  France.  "  Yet  do  1  not 
tliiiik."  he  athled,  "tliat  the  States 
will  he  willing  to  have  the  Eogli^ 
ouuipanies  drawn  away,  they  beinj^, 
atthoo^h  bat  few,  a  gii-ut  jjart  of  the 
rfpiitntinn  of  tlte  army ;  neilhcr  do  I 
think  that  they  would  yit  bo  will- 
ing to  liflvo  the  contmrl  with  her 
Alivjt'Bly  hrokcn  oft",  htcauae  it  is  one  of 
tlui  princiiui)  clmini)  tlint  holds  these 
proviitiNrM  in  union  together,  and  one 
of  tiii<  litwt  gnic*«  they  liuvu  with  the 
hwatiiie. 


by 


oinity  with    England,  they  have  the 
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aliout  to  receive  important  Buccour,  and  he  was  advised  by  the 
deputies  of  the  States-General  present  at  his  headquEirters  to 
send  out  liis  German  Reitera  to  intercept  them.  Maurice 
refused.  Should  his  cavalry  be  defeated,  he  sai<l,  his  whole 
army  would  be  endangered.  He  determined  to  await  witliin 
his  fortified  camp  the  attack  of  the  relieving  force. 

During  the  whole  month  of  August  he  proceeded  Btetfdily 
with  his  sapping  and  minings  By  the  middle  of  the  month 
his  lines  had  come  through  the  ditch,  which  he  drained  of 
water  into  the  counterscarp.  By  the  beginning  of  September 
he  had  got  beneath  the  principal  fort,  which,  in  the  course 
of  three  or  four  days,  he  expecteil  to  blow  into  the  air.  The 
rainy  weather  had  impeded  his  operations  and  the  march  of 
the  relieving  army.  Nevertheless  that  army  was  at  last  ap- 
proaching. The  regiments  of  Jllondragon,  Charles  Mansfeld, 
Gonzaga,  Berlaymont,  and  Aronberg  had  been  despatched  to 
reinforce  Verdugo.  Ou  the  23rd  August,  having 
crossed  the  llhiuo  at  Rheinberg,  they  reached  Olfen 
in  the  country  of  Bentliem,  teu  miles  from  Coeworden.  Here 
they  threw  up  rockets  and  made  otlier  signals  that  relief  was 
approacliing  the  town.  On  tho  3rd  of  September  Vertlugo, 
with  the  whole  force  at  his  disjwsal^  amounting  to  four 
thousand  foot  and  eighteen  hundred  horse,  was  at  the  village 
of  Emblichen,  within  a  league  of  the  besieged  city.  That 
night  a  peasant  waa  captured  with  letters  from  Verdugo  to 
tl»e  Governor  of  Coeworden,  giving  information  that  he  in- 
tended to  make  an  assault  on  the  besiegers  on  the 
night  of  Gth-7th  September. 

Tlius  forewarned,  Maurice  took  the  best  precautions  and 
calmly  within  his  entrenchments  awaited  the  onslaught. 
Punctual  to  his  appointmeiit,  Verdugo  with  his  whole  force, 
yellingj  "  Victoria  I  Victoria!"  made  a  shirtrattack,  or  cami- 
ciata — the  men  wearing  ttjeir  shirts  outside  their  armour  to 
distinguish  each  other  in  the  darkness — upon  tliat  portion  of 
the  camp  which  was  under  command  of  Hohenlo.  They 
were  met  with  determination  and  repulsed,  after  lighting  all 
night,  with  a  loss  of  three  humhed  killed  and  a  proportionate 


6-7  Sept. 
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number  of  %vounded.  The  Netherlandexs  had  but  three  killed 
and  six  wounded.  Among  the  latter,  howeTer,  was  Lewis 
AVilliam,  who  received  a  musket-ball  in  the  belly,  but  re- 
mained on  the  ground  until  the  enemy  had  retreated.  It 
was  then  discovered  that  his  wound  was  not  mortal — the 
intestines  not  having  been  injured — and  he  was  soon  about 
his  \?ork  again."  Prince  Maurice,  too,  as  usual,  incurreii  the 
remonstrances  of  the  deputies  and  others  fur  the  recklea 
manner  in  which  he  exposed  himself  wherever  the  iire  was 
hottest.**  Be  resolutely  refused,  however,  to  permit  lus 
cavalry  to  follow  the  retreating  enemy.  His  object  was 
Coeworden — a  prize  more  important  than  a  new  victory  over 
the  already  defeated  Spaniards  would  prove — and  this  object 
be  kept  ever  before  his  eyes. 

This  was  VerJugo's  first  and  last  attempt  to  relieve  tlio 
city.  He  had  seen  enough  of  the  young  prince's  tactics  and 
had  no  furtlier  wish  to  break  his  teeth  against  those  scientific 
entrenchments.  The  Spaniards  at  last,  whether  they  wore 
their  shirts  inside  or  outside  tlieir  doublets,  could  no  longer 
handle  the  Dutchmen  at  pleasure.  That  people  of  butter, 
as  the  iron  doke  of  Alva  was  fond  of  calling  the  Nether- 
lauders,  were  grown  harder  with  the  pressure  of  a  twenty-tive 
years'  war. 

Five  days  after  the  sanguinary  eamiciata  the  besieged 
offered  to  capitulate.  The  trumpet  at  which  the  proud  Van 
den  Berg  had  hinted  for  six  months  later  arrived  on 
the  12th  September.  Maurice  was  glad  to  get  his 
tox^Ti.  His  "  little  soldiers "  did  not  insist,  as  the  Spaniards 
and  Italians  were  used  to  do  in  the  good  old  days,  on  un- 
limited murder,  rape,  and  fire  as  the  natural  solace  and  reword 
of  their  labours  in  the  trenches.    Civilization  Lad  made  some 


lascpt. 


'•  Bor,  Ri'.vdi*  Metcrtn.  ubi  $up. 
"  My  brother  WUliatn,*'  wrot«?  Couut 
John  lo  hia  ftillier,  "  wua  hhot  in  the 
ri^rht  ride,  BO  tlmt  Hjp  ball  cjnuu  out 
agaia  near  the  navel :  but,  thiuJc  Cud, 
there  ia  uo  ilanger  uf  Lis  life,  as  all 
the  btu-ben  agree.  ....  After  be 
had    receiTcd  the   shot  be  rciualned 


more  than  aji  hour  fighting  on  b«» 
back  and  nfoot  before  hia  wound  «M 
biiUDd  up.  luttl  he  couhl  nut  he  ift- 
ducud  by  any  ittmuiutioa  Id  k*ve  th« 
gniiuud.'" — Grueu  t.  PrinilBrar,  At*j 
cbive*  II.  B.  t.  207.  208. 

»'  Br.  K.  vd.  MiAprrn.  iA;  «!». 
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prn^ss,  at  least  in  the  NetberlaTnls.  Maurice  grauted  good 
tenns,  such  as  lie  bad  been  in  tlie  babit  of  concediug  to  all 
captured  towns.  Van  den  Berg  was  courteously  received  by 
Lis  cousins,  as  he  ro(ie  forth  from  the  place  at  the  head  of 
what  remained  of  bis  garrison,  five  hundred  in  number,  with 
colours  flying,  matches  burning,  bullet  in  mouth,  and  with  all 
their  arms  and  baggage  except  artillery  and  anmiuuitiun,  and 
the  heroic  little  Lewis,  notwithstanding  the  wound  in  bis 
belly,  got  on  horst-back  and  greeted  him  with  a  cousinly 
welcome  in  the  camp.*' 

The  city  was  a  most  important  acquisition,  as  already  suffi- 
ciently set  forth,  but  Queen  Elizabeth,  much  misiidbrmed  on 
this  occasion,  was  inclined  to  undervalue  it  She  MTote  accord- 
ingly to  the  States,  reproaching  them  for  using  all  that 
artillery  and  that  royal  force  against  a  mere  castle  and  earth- 
heap,  instead  of  attempting  some  considerable  capital,  or 
going  in  force  to  the  relief  of  Brittany.^  The  day  was  to 
come  when  she  would  acknowledge  the  advantage  of  not 
leaving  this  eurth-heap  in  the  hands  of  the  Spaniard.  Mean- 
time, Prince  Maurice — the  season  being  so  far  advanced — 
iTe  the  world  no  further  practical  lessons  in  the  engineering 
icience,  and  sent  his  troops  into  winter  quarters. 

These  were  the  chief  military  phenomena  in  France  and 
Flanders  during  three  years  of  the  great  struggle  to  establish 
Philip's  universal  dominion- 


s' B.>r.  Kiv^  >'  '  -  n. 

^  '♦Uusiii'l  na  CB  cntre- 

»t;qaenr:«>  cti  en^uni  mie  le  jxMda  den 
aflairca  qui  cifncerneiit  le  bicn  do 
notre  ettat  et  du  voito  cutubte  pluii 
tavt  A  empoclitif  k  perLe  du  Bretugiie, 


lo  recnuvrcfneat  vnua  devroit  eetne 
beau&jup  plus  recoiiunandii  que  do 
vcuiB  attiiqutir  ft  uug  ptitit  clmU^au  tel 
qu  cat  Ox'Vordon  ou  nultrc  scniblable." 
Qu»bu  to  tlic  Stutt's-Gctjcral,  '2H  July, 
1  5'j2.    (H(V|;uo  AroMvus  MS.) 
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CHAPTER  XXVII. 


Ncgotialiuiifl  l)elweeii  Queen  Elizabeth  and  tlie  Statoa  —  Aspect  of  affairs 
U'twccii  Etigland  and  tlie  Notherlnnds  —  0>mpkuiils  of  tlie  UullaQden  uw 
tliO  pirutiLiid  acta  uf  tho  EnglUli  —  Tiie  DuUtli  Envoy  nnd  the  Englmh 
Govenunont — Ctiron'u  iuterview  wilh  Elizjibcth -^  Thu  Qtietin  prvmbrs 
redress  of  griev&ncefl. 

It  is  now  necessary  to  cast  a  glance  at  certain  negotiations 
(vn  delicate  topics  wliich  had  meantime  been  occurring  betvroeii 
Queen  Elizabeth  and  tho  States. 

England  and  the  republic  were  bound  together  by  ties  so 
close  that  it  was  impossible  for  either  to  injure  the  other 
without  inflicting  a  corresponding  damage  on  itself.  Never- 
theless this  very  community  of  interest,  combined  with  a  close 
national  relationship — for  in  the  European  family  the  Nether- 
landers  and  English  were  but  cousins  twice  removed — with 
similarity  of  pursuits,  with  commercial  jealousy,  with  an 
intense  and  ever  growing  rivalry  for  that  supremacy  on  the 
ocean  towards  which  the  monarchy  and  the  republic  were  so 
earnestly  struggling,  with  a  common  passion  for  civil  and 
religious  freedom,  and  with  that  inveterate  habit  of  self-asser- 
tion—the healthful  but  not  engaging  attribute  of  all  vigorous 
nations — which  strongly  marked  them  both,  was  rapidly 
producing  an  antipathy  between  the  two  countries  which  time 
wiis  likely  rather  to  deepen  than  efface.  And  the  national 
divergences  were  as  potent  as  the  traits  of  resemblance  in 
creating  this  antagonism. 

The  democratic  element  was  expanding  itself  in  tlie 
republic  so  rapidly  as  to  stifle  for  a  time  the  oligarchical 
principle  which  might  one  day  be  developed  out  of  the  same 
matrix  ;  while,  despito  the  hardy  and  adventurous  spirit  which 
characterised  the  English  nation  throughout  all  it«  gradi^ 
there  was  never  a  more  intensely  aristocratic  influence  in  the 
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world  than  tbe  governing  and  directing  sjiirit  of  the  England 
of  that  age. 

It  was  impossible  that  the  courtiers  of  Elizabeth  and  the 
burgher-statesmen  of  Holland  and  Friesland  should  sympathize 
with  each  other  in  sentiment  or  in  manner.  The  republicans 
in  their  exuberant  consciousness  of  having  at  last  got  rid  of 
kings  and  kingly  paraphernalia  in  their  own  land — for  since 
the  rejection  of  the  sovereignty  offered  to  Franco  and 
England  in  1585  this  feeling  had  become  so  predominant  as 
to  make  it  difficult  to  believe  that  those  offers  had  been  m 
reality  so  recent — were  insensibly  adopting  a  frankness, 
perhaps  a  roughness,  of  political  and  social  demeanour  wliich 
was  far  from  palatable  to  tlie  euphuistic  formalists  of  other 
countries. 

Especially  the  English  statesmen,  trained  to  approach 
their  sovereign  with  almost  Oriental  humility,  and  ac- 
ou8tonie<l  to  exact  for  themselves  a  large  amount  of 
deference,*  could  ill  brook  the  free  and  easy  tone  occasionally 
adopted  in  diplomatic  and  official  intercourse  by  these  upstart 
republicans.  A  queen,  who  to  loose  morals,  imperious 
disposition,  and  violent  t-emper  united  as  inordinate  a  i>ersonal 
vanity  as  was  ever  vouchsafed  to  woman,  and  who  up  to  the 
verge  of  decrepitude  was  addressed  by  her  courtiers  in  the 
language  of  love-lorn  swain  to  blooming  shepherdess,"  could 


*  TheVenetinn  ambaasador  CoBte- 
rici  idates  that  in  the  roign  of  James 
I.  the  great  noblen  of  England  were 
Bcnred  at  tablo  by  lackeys  on  Oieir 
knetM. 

•  Take,  for  example,  among  a  thou- 
■ond  simiUr  elTusiona,  the  bm^iu^e 
UKd  by  Sir  Walk-r  Raleigh  nt  c&uctty 
the  ixjhod  with  which  we  uro  now 
occupied : — 

**  I  that  was  wont  to  behold  her 
riding  like  Alexand(^>r,  walking  tikt> 
Vonua,  the  gentle  wind  blowing  Iter 
fiiir  hair  about  lier  pure  ehecks,  like  a 
nymph ;  sometimt-H  bitting  in  tlie 
B^jade  like  a  gcKideJAS,  fl4)metimP8  Bing- 
inR  like  an  angel,  sonietimefl  pluying 
like  Orpheus.  All  woundj.  hiivo  ecans 
but  ttice*^  of  fantj»»y,  all  nflTeetinus 
their  relenting  but  those  ui  wuujiiiddud. 


All  those  times  past,  the  loves,  the 
sighs,  the  Horrowa,  the  dr^siree,  can 
they  not  weigh  down  one  frail  miafor- 
tune?  Ouinot  one  drop  of  gnll  ho 
jjiddeji  in  si^  great  heaps  ol'sweetneflB  ?  " 
&c.  &c.  &c.  "  Do  witiv  me  now  there- 
fore wbmt  you  list— I  am  weary  of 
lift/'  &,Q.  &c,  &c.  8ir  W.  Raleigh  to 
Sir  It.  Co<.'il.  July,  15»2.  (Murdiri 
State  Pajjcre,  ii  G57.)  Let  it  be  re- 
menil)cre<l  that  the  Venus,  nyniph, 
g<;><ldc«a,  angel,  thus  ndjure<l  for  pity, 
hftd  jtiist  tunjed  Iut  Bixtieth  year. 

The  Chevalier  Du  Maurier  relates 
in  hia  memoirs  a  little  incident  which 
ho  witnessed  when  re>«iding  as  a  l)oy 
near  the  Hnguo,  his  father  being  then 
French  envoy  lo  the  Statcss ;  and 
wliieh  itidieAteff  tlint  the  nistic  and 
unt*>urtly  iudej»t'ndeuce  of  the  rtpub- 
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natnnillj  find  bat  little  to  her  taste  in  the  hierarchy  of  Hans 
Brewer  and  Hans  Baker.  Thus  her  Majesty  and  her  conrtiera, 
aecostomed  to  the  faded  gallantries  with  which  the  serious 
affairs  of  State  were  so  grotesquely  intermingled,  took  it  ill 
when  they  were  bluntly  informed,  for  instance,  that  the  State 
council  of  the  Netherlands,  negotiating  on  Netherland  affairs, 
could  not  permit  a  veto  to  the  repiesentatives  of  the  queen, 
and  that  this  same  body  of  Dutchmen  discussing  their  own 
business  insisted  upon  talking  Dutch  and  not  Latin. 

It  was  impossible  to  deny  that  the  young  Stadholder  was 
a  gentleman  of  a  good  house,  but  how  could  the  insolence  of  a 
common  citizen  like  John  of  Olden-Bameyeld  be  digested  ? 
It  was  certain  that  behind  those  shaggy,  overhanging  brows 
there  was  a  powerful  brain  stored  with  legal  and  historic  lore, 
which  supplied  eloquence  to  an  eyer-ready  tongue  and  pen. 
Yet  these  facts,  difficult  to  gainsay,  did  not  make  the 
demands  so  frequently  urged  by  the  States-Gceneral  upon 
the  English  Government  for  the  enforcement  of  Dutch  rights 
and  the  redress  of  English  ynongs  the  more  acceptable. 

Bodley,  Gilpin,  and  the  rest  were  in  a  chronic  state  of 

Immu  had  ni4  diminished  with  the  my  turnips?     Don't  jon  know  how 

kt|we  of  a  few  more  vennj,  and  with  much  pains  it  costa  to  plant  and  to 

tlw  conrwixMuiins::  iuen.>aso  of  p«.>piiliir  wct^  tliem?"'    Tho  hickless   son-in- 

wvalth  and  streiiirth   tliroui^iiout  the  law  of  the  British  sovereign  had  no- 

CiMumonwt-alth.     The  uulueky  elector  thing  for  it  hut  to  apologize  for  the 

palatine,  ex-kin:::  of  Uolu-mLi,  a  refu-  trespass,  and  to   Ivat   as  rapid  a  re- 

c^<0   in    IhtUunil  evince  the   hattle  of  treat  heforo  tho  Dutch  farmer  as  he 

l*rttguo,    was    hunting    hares  in  the  had  recently  done  Ix^fure  Uie  Duke  of 

neighliourhixxl  of  Du  Aluurii-r's  house.  I^orraine  and  the  Emperor  Ferdinand. 

In  the  nnlour  of  the  ehas^\  Fnxierick,  Memoires  do  Mesairo  Aubery  du  Mao- 

liaving  iutnuli^l  with  dt)j:s  and  honses  rier,  pp.  *252.  253. 

ujxni    tho  tuniijvtieKl   of   a   wealthy  Perhaps  it  was  as  w^ell  for  the  pro- 

|H>asant,   8j»w    himself  pur?uid    witii  pnss  of  mankind— even  at  the  occa- 

loud  cries  l»v  the  inc»nsid  proprietor,  sional  sacrifice  of  courtesy  to  royalty  in 

ucoompanitHl  by  a  viry  big  fami-scr-  difficulties — that    there    should   MTe 

vant.    IJoth  wen*  nnuiil  with  pilch-  been  a  comer  of  the  earth  where  the 

forks,  and  the  farmer  himself  prcsonttil  theory  of  natural  masters  and  guardians 

a  truly  resix-ctuble  as  well  as  Ibrmid-  for  the  i>cople  had  already  received  ao 

able  apiHn\mniv,  dressed  us  he  hap-  rudt-  a  slux^k  as  in  Holland,  and  where 

1)cneti  to  W  in   his  holiday  suit  of    not  only  the  buor  but  the  boor'a  tur- 

)luek    SpiUii>h   bnwdeloth,  with    an  nips  were  safe  from  being  trampled 

under    jacket    of    Florence    nitinet,  uix>n.    AVliat  more  p«.>ignant  satire  on 

adometl  with   masaivc  silver  buttons,  human  nature  tlian  is  oontainod  in  this 

Flouiifhiug  his  pitchfurk,  and  making  very  English  woni  boor!    Tho  builder, 

no  other  salutation,   he  bawled  uut,  the  planter,  tho  creator  —  the  Bauer 

**  King  f»f  Dt>henua,  King  of  Bohemia,  i  in  short — is  mado  to  be  identical  with 

what  do  you  mean  by  Inimpliug  on  I  tho  vulgar  clown. 
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exasperation  with  tlie  Hollanders,  not  only  because  of  their 
perpetual  complaints,  but  because  their  complaints  were 
perpietually  just. 

The  .Slates-General  were  dissatisfied,  all  the  Nethorlanders 
were  dissatisfied — and  not  entirely  without  reason — that  the 
Engh'sh,  witli  whom  the  republic  was  on  terms  not  only  of 
friendship  but  of  alliance,  should  bum  their  ships  on  the  high 
seaa,  plunder  their  merchants,  and  torture  their  sea-captains 
in  order  to  extort  information  as  to  the  most  precious  portions 
of  their  carg«:»e3.*    Sharp  language  against  such  malpractices 


•  •*  Nomuifinent  qae  (mrUcssiui  ung 
iiaiiibr«  iiiiiui  de  i>ill(>riea,  Torccfl  et 
outngva,  ccrtJUQ  nuvirt;  do  i'icrre 
PJnUy>i,  *u  cdnunence'tncnt  dece  mois 
rtiUAUt  d'lC^jHiigTie  vera  cca  Provinces 
Utiles    ehiiri^*    (rune    ^mnd<3   Bomnto 


cliiirwncnt  a  V.  M."  ice.  4e.  Ac. 
StuU'^(icncml  to  tJio  Qiit^en,  1  Nov. 
Id'JO.      Ilngue  Arcliircu  5LS.) 

**  11  n'y  n  c'1i<>h«  qitc  nous  faianna 
tivciy\  plus  de  rc^et  que  do  molonter 
ei  £«uvi'Ut(.-8  roiu  V.  M.  |Nir  nos  plainc- 


d'ar^TDt  ct  marchnndiM;i>  tm'cieuiieji  a    tc:i  u  lendroiot  dva  dolcunces  dt-i  inur* 


^t^  lorce,  priivs  ct  nieuc-  a  Plymoutli  {mr 
h  snhii-ct  dr.  V.  M.  le  Copituine  Mur- 
tm  trobishcr  ovt<c  ung  uullre  navire 
chnrgti  dc  cH.  Ix^^iueli)  nuviroB  eoiit 
tcnna  comrae  pt^iu'  lAJttue  priuiu}  souIh 
extr  pi>.niii.'rL-tueiit,  comme  nous 
i-ndouM,  4|uc  Ic  diet  Pierre  ee  eeroit 
cTi  dpfeoce  omtrt;  le  navire  de 
v.   M.    lei^ui'l  11   na  oognu    ny   peu 


chaiita  do  aa  pfiyn,  dps  pilleriea, 
domiiittgta  et  cxoea  que  leur  font  con- 
tiuutiUeutent  en  nicr  leu  subjecta 
d'Icelio  par  pure  force  et  violence  auiia 
ctitiae  ny  uulcune  mieun,  au  liou  du 
I'nrdfo  et  lemide  cjui  lour  nvoit  C8t43 
pmuiia  ct  ossfure.  D'auJtant  que  a^i- 
voiia  i'oiubien  oela  doibt  deapluim  a 
une  Priaceiwe  L'hr£tienue  et  druictu- 


cngaoistrt:  pt^ur  le  grand  uomlire  de  la    riere  dont  V.  M.  eat  «d  reDonuuee  pur 


diverBttc  dfs  navirt-s  mfcsnif'a  dea  pi- 
imtea  qui  >>urTiellrnKnit   »'Qy<Ltnt   en 
lucr  da  nom  den  nnvirs^a  et  gena  do 
v.  M-  forcent  et  pillent  Ita  nuvirea  et 
Uiori-huudi^ied   dL«    iniini>itauta   de  oe 
pays  «»idja  toulc   o«iuleur  et  pretexle 
ljni<'t  in.«  l^s  umrinit-rs  du  touted  borttra 
il.  Et  aecondenifUt  qn'ila 

d<  I     iceux     deux     imvirta 

III.  """I'lin.-Ti  \nvu»  et  mtu- 

ol>  Mta  aux  Eatjugnub 

oil  it  tetittuts  le  parti 

deti  taitiitniiia:  iv  Ujut  coutru  liiTerite  et 
drmt  il  n'uppfiroistrft  jatnaia  aixiai  que 
le  lea  ftr  ■  ct  mu.riuierH  diat^ut. 

Ce«    pr  triiVersca   dout  ild 

j<......  ..■-L,^L.i..iit    UiC'ine    par    mo- 

I  concussiuns   et   viokncea   pour 

ifesser  uux  bona  genn  ce  qu  on 

veuiUe  uu  de  lea  coDfitraindra  a  aban- 
donner  Ifora  biena  vl  tourcLiaudibea 
a]  ,  aoDt  bi  untrtiria  ct  eu  id 

l^i  '.'  que   unua   tcnona  tout 

ctj;.-w.  ,..  ,..;i.a  »t»nt  aasez  cognues  ct 
deiDavertea  et  iuilabitubleuient  apj;>a- 
roiatroat  emxirea  »veu   le  Uuipa  pina 


tout  lu  moude.  Muia  cumioo  voyona 
lea  dicta  eiws  a'arcroistre  joumulJe- 
nient  en  Ullea  exorbitaucea,ut  plua  ni 
fuuiuga  ei  lea  AnglAb  fl'eatoieut  de* 
elurea  ennL-mis  de  ces  poya  et  fiiiaoieiit 
leur  equippnige  tout  exprea  pour 
quant  noa  muivlmnda  miner,  atiaai  du 
tout  noatre  eatat,  ou  du  looiiis  par  oe 
luoyen  le  mettre  en  mge  ct  deaespuir 
du  peuple:  ai  comiuti  noua  eatapparu 
par  vchdeatioua  U^itimaa  et  auct«a- 
tiquea  que  le  21*  du  moifl  de  Mid 
dernier  une  pinaaac  nomine  la  Jeune 
Lion  oil  eatoit  eapituine  ung  apfN.'lle 
Manaer  et  deux  aidtrea  Dttviroa  Anglob 
iJunt  Tung  avoit  nom  Bornn  et  catoit 
poaitnaudi-  piir  le  capitaino  Henry,  ont 
tsn.ua  mut  aODUer  furieui«oment  attaqud 
pur  coups  dartillerio  et  tnveaiie  ung 
nayire  de  la  Veere  apfielle  le  Gripboo, 
qui  avoit  pour  murinicr  Gule  Adruuia- 
z^^ien,  parti  auparavaiit  de  8t.  Lucaa  et 
eatnit  charge  du  gnuide  quantite  d'ar- 
g»;nt,  perU'a  et  coucbenllle  le  quel  ila 
out  entiercmcut  apolic  et  pillu  aprea 
qa'ila    avoient    fatct     prLaunuiiin     et 
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was  considered  but  proof  of  democratic  vulgarity  Yet  it 
would  be  hard  to  maintain  that  Martin  Frobisher,  Mansfield, 
GrenfeU,  and  the  rest  of  the  sea-kings,  with  all  their  dash  and 
daring  and  patriotism,  were  not  as  unscrupulous  pirates  as 
ever  sailed  blue  water,  or  that  they  were  not  apt  to  commit 
their  depredations  upon  friend  and  foe  alike. 

On  the  other  hand,  by  a  liberality  of  commerce  in  extra- 
ordinary contnist  with  the  pmctieo  of  modern  times,  the 
Netherlanders  were  in  the  habit  of  tratling  directly  with 
the  arch-enemy  of  both  Holland  and  England,  even  in  the 
midst  of  their  conflict  with  him,  and  it  was  complained  of 
that  even  the  munitions  of  war  and  the  implements  of  navi- 
gation by  which  Spain  had  been  enabled  to  effect  its  foot-hold 
in  Brittany,  and  thus  to  threaten  the  English  coast,  were 
derived  from  this  very  traffic* 

gehenne  iiibumairicment  plasicurd  de 
ceiilx  qui  y  eatoieut  dedTns,  les  oon- 
traignanta  de  aigtier  qu'ila  n'avoient 
prinB  que  dix<8ept  sucqu  d'argeut  et 
huict  tocnenux  de  la  dicto  couchenUlo 
i-u  Utu  du  L-eol  ct  quinzo  aacqs,  Uxutea 
Lea  {jcrlt-a  et  t\mchouillc ;  uou  ohstaiit 
que  le  dit  umbtre  luimiiier  leur  fuit 
voir  qu'ila  esloient  do  la  Vero  et  que 
le  tout  ftpj^»ftrteiuHt  a  des  marehandB  de 
Zelandc,"  &c.  &c.  &o,  8tatei»-GeucrBl 
to  tlie  Qucc'D,  2(j  June,  15^'2.  <, Hague 
ArcliivL'sf  MS.) 

"Oatpe  le  mefloontement  qne  lea 
pDUplea  ont  nor  lea  continuellea  Iftzoina 
vi  jiiilti'rifs  (le  la  tiicr  piir  oil  ila  sent 
eutieromeut  aMncz  de  rnDection  quila 
souloieat  port4.-r  h  lu  natiou  Anglaue," 
&c.  &.C.  &c.  Koel  de  Caron  to  tl»e 
Lord  Trujumrcr,  Julj,  1592.  (Hague 
Arcliives  MS.) 

"The  morcluints  of  Bliddlebui^h 
have  of  lAte  received  Bucli  loasea  as 
they  toy  by  our  countrymen  that  her 
M/s  letter  whereby  tshe  signifies  the 
release  of  four  ships  is  not  mediciue 
fltroug  enough  any  way  to  sppoaae 
their  griefa.  They  complain  or  two 
fliiips  txd£oa  on  the  ooaat  of  Portugal 
worth  30,000/.  «tcrling,  and  the  aaiuo 
day  I  did  deliver  tlie  qULH?n'a  letter 
they  hod  already  liad  news  uf  the 
toloDg  of  four  ships  more  going  out  of 
thiij  river  worth  as  they  siy  us  much 
as  the  other  two.    These  actions  make 


tbem  almost  detente,  as  I  will  wrilt 
more  at  large  uuUi  y  Lo. :  upta 
the  return  of  the  deputiL«,  which 
tliey  of  Zeland  did  send  unto  Holl^ 
to  let  them  know  of  those  prissLi, 
and  to  take  some  course  for  it.  .  .  .  . 
I  am  assurad  tliat  before  this  happf  osd 
all  the  c^juntry  except  Amst^^rdam 
were  resolvcil  to  givo  coutcntxaent 
unto  tlie  queen  ti:>uehing  the  articles 
of  the  truffic.  Wluit  they  will  now  do 
I  know  not,  for  thaw  things  have 
greatly  stirred  the  humours  hens  and 
iir  it  be  oontinuexl,  uot  nnlikely  tlwt 
some  inconreiuanoe  may  happen  whirh 
iu  my  opinion  wero  good  for  her  U. 
to  foieaee,  sincG  the  profit  oomcs  little, 
as  far  as  I  can  see,  to  her«dC  and  the 
merchants  and  committee  of  thcso 
towns,  who  arc  the  men  that  most  sflBoi 
her  m.  and  her  servioe,  will  hsTO 
their  hearts  alienated  from  her  if  they 
see  their  goods,  which  is  their  lifcv 
taken  from  them  by  her  M.'s  subjoota, 
where  they  lonk  tn  l»e  protecled  hf 
her."  Sir  B.Sidney  to  Buighler.W 
OcL  1590.    (S.  P.  Offic»  MS.) 

*  "Touohaut  ce  que  voos  debniet 
prohiber  le  commerce  ct  tmnsporte- 
ment  de  vivres  et  munitions  d'iey  en 
Espngne.  Qni  est  una  chose  prac' 
tique  aussi  ouvertement  ct  luurliflumt 
piir  c«?rtuin8  mitruhunds  do  Uotlandrrt 
Zelando  que  s*il  ny  avoit  point  d'ini- 
mide   eutre   los    Efjiaignais  at  tnx. 
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The  Hollanders  replied  that,  acconling  to  their  contract 
with  England,  they  were  at  liberty  to  send  as  many  as  forty 
or  fifty  vessels  at  a  time  to  Spain  and  Portugal,  that  they  had 
uever  exceeded  the  stipulated  number,  that  England  freely 
engaged  in  the  same  traffic  herself  with  the  common  enemy, 
that  it  was  not  reasonable  to  consider  cordage  or  dried  fish  or 
shooks  and  staves^  butter,  eggs,  and  corn  as  contraband  of 
war,  that  if  they  were  illegitimate  tho  English  trade  was 
vitiateii  to  the  same  degree,  and  that  it  would  be  utterly 
hopeless  for  the  provinces  to  attempt  to  c^irry  on  tho  war, 
except  by  enabling  themselves^  through  the  widest  and  most 
unrestricted  foreign  commerce,  even  including  the  enemy's 
realms,  ti7  provide  their  nation  with  the  necessary  wealth  to 
sustain  so  gigantic  a  conflict* 


Tellcment  que  n  lea  naviros  du  Hoy  en 
BtacAje  et  Gall  ice  Oale^  et  aultres 
parties  tnt'ridionalea  il  Esjaigiie  u'eua- 
ment  point  esstv  fuurms  Van  pnsse  et  ce 
priniem^  de  j^M-tudrti  et  do  oordivge  por 
hn  tnarthiiDdii  de  cea  pftya cy,  n  fturoit 
pea  envoyer  aulcunea  forces  en  Bre- 
tNgnc.  Or  suT  ces  voetres  prooednreB 
«t  iialtre«  aembloblca  le  roy  de  France 
et  aes  conseillcni,  lo  Prince  Doiubea 
Don  Uentcnant  en  Bretagne  et  aon 
«infa«w9iuieur  en  Angleterre,  et  de  faict 
toon  hommeM  en  general  taut  prinoea 
qa'aultrc!^  qui  ont  la  ci>mmurib  eaoau  cu 
reconunizDilnLiun,  ae  plAignuut  j^nde- 
locnt  tooa  k>s  joura  ct  uddrcsseut  leura 
plaiiitcs  a  S.  M.  ptvtsutnans  qu  uUu 
ayant  pria  la  protection  do  oca  pays  cy 
prjurTMit  i^'t  dc'bvroit  jot  ws  moycnij  et 
Witli«>ritc  iwb-easer  uug  si  noloire  dcs- 
MBdre  (Ktor  lapreeeryation  d'cllo  inetrtne 
mb  de  tons  oeux  qui  aont  toucLez  in 
uiflBXke  cas.  Mesmee  dans  ce  pan  do 
joora  ledict  Ambaasadear  a  infomic 
8.  M.  d'nne  grande  qiiautit<?  do  muni- 
tiotu  porte'  tt  S.  Malo  et  Nanteg  en 
Bretagne  et  do  plus  do  20  navircs 
charges  de  ble  et  de  quelqac  provision 

de  poudne Ces  actiona  illi- 

cite*  rendent  S.  M.  toUcment  olfcnsco 
uu'elle  pense  avoir  cunee  do  &e  rooenlir 
u'liTOir  oDcqaea  pria  la  deft<noe  de  cee 
pflys  contro  le  Uoy  d'Espagne,  oonai- 
derant  que  lea  anni-a  et  lea  forces 
d'Icelluy  par  beanooup  d'nnndes  out 
eUi  eutreteuues  ei  maintonuea  en  coa 


Paya  Baa  par  le  commun  transporto- 
meut  de  vivrea  et  fouruiture  do  gnenv 
a  ii'tlles  qui  a'cst  fuict  par  pcrnn.ssio[i 
et  licence  d'icy,"  &c.  Jto.  &c.  Botlley 
lo  the  Stales-General,  2  Jautj,  1591. 
(Hague  ArcluveH,  MS.) 

"  Qimnd  votm  aiiltrcs  pour  voa  advan- 
tages parttculit.<r»  LiisM^z  foumlr  do 
loutea  fcortes  dL«  ootnmoditea  le  diet 
ennemi  comuiuu  et  pultttiaot,  et  a  ceato 
benre  nicijiuo  quu  p >ur  I'utnour  de  voua 
noua  Hommes  foreclot-ei  tie  tout  cora- 
merce  a  la  mine  toUite  de  plusicurn  de 
noa  aubjocta,  leaquela  conixne  iU  nous 
ont  eate  plua  chera  que  la  vie  oiu»i  no 
pouvoua  quo  nous  resaentir  du  Uura 
pluinU^  tuuchuiit  lea  tmffiquea  qui  se 
font  jounielleraent  aoubz  dea  noma 
einpruntea  et  aimulez,  oo  qui  a'cst 
dirt'Otemeot  decouvort,"  &o.  &c.  &c. 
Queen  U>  the  8tatea-Oetiera1, 13  Feb. 
1593.    ^ Hague  Archives  MS.) 

*  "  Nous  u'avona  encoro  pen  ptT- 
suader  a  V,  M.  oombten  le  transport 
do  quelquea  vivrea  eiiaumhle  la  navi- 
gation el  trafficq  avccq  et  vera  le  pays 
do  West  imjKjrtcnt  nu  bion  et  oimscr- 
vatian  de  nuatro  eaiat.  Car  ny  ayant 
mine  d'or  ni  d'autrc  metal  ea  diets  |mys 
dont  I'oQ  pQurroit  tirtr  lea  fnii8  il'icelle 
guerre,  d'auUro  part  I'allfluenoe  annu- 
elle  que  Dieu  y  doimo  de  bearre, 
fromage  et  quelquea  autrea  vivrea,  y 
estant  par  Sa  divioc  graoo  ai  abondanto 
que  la  dixiemo  ptvrt  ny  peult  eatro 
oonsuuM^e,  et  la  multitude  da  pcupto 


1T6 
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of  lHUxeA 


iis^l 


»m^rt  I 


>paj%\ 


«■■■»   Feszcrkaoe  i 

ks  mtikma  vcHi  f«B*tr  lea  gnaw  e« 
OwBaair  d  k*  HaMBi  v«n  ks  naj* 

JMlfcy  ^f  — »a€i  fcifiie.     XiM 

paiMfar  (laeoRS  qw  k  tiaBc^  dn 


■.<t--tJ 


■ofm  di  Iv  ti^ifcq'  «l 

db  kvvk)  tt  mv  —tail  ^'mO- 

H  aotiei  miiIbbIm  d  BHiBiBa  de 
dHcn  njaooHB  efc  fBja  ae  ka  7  tra2i» 
portnt  et  aj-  a  ■ppuowB  dr  U  knr 

pOBfW  CH|mEWF  ^i|UMli  CM  BC  fltfVit 

tptBuaoK  m  f^BMtg  CEBonikiiA  cA  qod* 
nofiicB  anU  en  tin^  BOB  plot  ovb 
(!'•  Qiii^xclter  k  Roy  d'Ufa^iK  dc  s  en 
)»:r<  poTTToir  k  qaelque  prix  (loe  ce 
I  oad'ailknia.  Etdepcn- 
-port  de  paias  nimngm 
u  .<  \.  <juc  dt^vifAdnkagiBode  qvantittf 
noi'y  e^?  paiaqiae  par  k  §tm3b  de 
I>iea  oee  pays  en  pradmBBBt  anltast  et 
plw  qa'il  eo  fuiut  poor  lu  noarritxue 
dcs  ittnnMiia  d'tctiulx.  Et  qui  CTQin 
aa'on  j  amenei*  d'aaltrea  poor  j 
denumier  estabLis  eomiaa  «a  ub^  aacq 
en  peril  de  ty  rastcT  .  •  •  •  Oepen- 
dant  cctroiont  lc8  ooQToid  ft  liofnteo 
d'entree  ei  kroe  <  principal  n^veuu  de 
eea  payat  ei  les  marchants  et  tmLrioiers 
qni  Dont  aultre  voojvn  de  Tivre  et 
mrtirrir  Icure  femmcs  ct  enfans  »e  tmn»- 
pfjrteroient  avec  leur  navirea  eu  Dunc 
maik,  NorweghfU,  Uambourg,  Duuig, 
voire  tnetnes  en  Pologne  et  ailleuzs. 
....  Dunt  etufuivmit  oon  acukintint 
In  H  (i^nuide  diiDUiuttuu  dta  iui|X>rt0  et 
uutriiji  niuyoiu  dei»iirie«  puur  I'etitro 
U(  n  d*;  In  truerre,  luflu  ausai  transport 
rt  alii'iuttioD  des  iiaviKn  et  marinit-ra 


pttw  dafrvil 

ct  qoB  de  wtwi 

IraAnol 

'      .^r^^r^ 

aaw  ■■piHV  #iBr  ranani  jwmm  k 
««lMrVacdkL  mnfcaftnlootcck 
W«rt  iMiHk  pnr  en  famir  la  iMitie 
d»  fkakda  aotivnenw  away  <«■»> 
poiira  aw  iolailif de  drMcacamrlhB 
ITp^   d»««    oblisj    |»^ 

>  CnBKBi^l|n?  MB  piBffflBfM 

il^wmfkadthwadfcqBrt 

eft   iI^iiwiIbbi eoBlM  ka 

dm  iwiuvB  «<  de  la  ear 
Brit    A 


CBBMt  BM  flBRttBBcfc  yacfffa.   .  -  .       , 
!  BBdiiiiihirt  qW^  '■^°'^  ainsolieiv- ; 
■Apeav  iBCOBMBvafioD  da  cbb  dik  ' 
'|B|B  el  amiBB  da  k  onaa  oaan 

Sla  miOgtaim  H  imKemH  d 
-rieiB  doBeoRnl  lihrea.  Et  an. 
■ttoBB  tt«B  biBUenwnt  qu'fl  pUka'a 
V.  SI.  doBBcr  Toidm  qov  oocniBd 
a  oo  que  b«  ddMca  et  ooatte  ieelky 
pkrooart  kfifta  BB««gBlicMi  liaA»|  et 
tiBU^aat  Be  Boaeat  aar  aea  aaliMk 
aaeaaeaacBt  cnqpeaeLes  oo  aoaba 
iiaek|ae  pretrste  que  ee  aoit  Mardi^ 
Ba.«mea  mamj  de  vooloir  ivUxcr  et 
JndtinTier  ecvx  qni  eoot  encore  eot- 
peBchea  et  iBukanmag^"  9dc  ke.  kc 
8ta]e»Oeneral  to  Um  QiMea,  4  May. 
1591    (BBj^aAichmallS.) 

"Dat  de  aUfcn  eeoe  ni«t  baer  geBe> 
oonkert  waixn  dAt  zy  maex  reerligeAa 
▼yfiig  BcLepeQ  tefTctiB  eo  soadea  aBB> 
deo.  ....  Xochtadu  dat  ick  iiBHe 
Mat  mochte  Tt:nelceren  datter  gecn 
Tyflig'   eclirpen  in  alle  de  Tkile  oacT 

Sfia^nien  tJi  wildt-n,  Ac.  Ac 

Want  ick  hat-r  Tt-rzekerde  dat  cme 
Land :  Got  lofk  trcffolyckf  CoepluydoD 
hadde  die  f  io  alien  eeckt^  Tan  der 
wvrclt  beeochten.  Dat  telh  haoa 
nutio  met  donsc  in  Spaitnuen  balfi^ 
queerde  ende  da*  i  .  -^  . -t  -  l(^  m^. 
men    van  de   (>  sima 

eodeantlcrsiutti  T  .  u-rtfa, 

andeiB  dnt  zy  in  grxxjt  pcryckui'  warwa 
ala  ay  ontdckt  wicrden,"  ^.  4be.  4«. 
Caron  to  the  SUit«*-Cienrml,  18  Ka». 
1502.     (Hague  Ar.hivisMS.) 
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and  recriminatioQ.  It  must  be  admitted  however  that  there 
was  occiisionally  an  atlvanlage  Iq  the  despotic  and  summary 
manner  in  wliich  the  queen  took  matters  into  her  own  hands. 
It  was  refreshing  to  see  this  great  sovereign — who  was  so  well 
able  to  grapple  with  questions  of  State,  and  whoso  very 
imperiousness  of  temper  impelled  her  to  trample  on  shallow 
sophistries  and  specious  technicalities — dealing  directly  with 
cases  of  piracy  and  turninf;  a  deaf  ear  to  the  counsellors,  who 
in  that,  as  in  every  age,  were  too  prone  to  shove  by  inter- 
national justice  in  ordt?r  to  fulfil  municipal  forms. 

It  was,  however,  witli  much  dilHculty  that  the  envoy  of  the 
republic  was  able  to  obtain  a  direct  hciuing  from  her  ^lajesty 
in  order  to  press  the  long  list  of  complaints  on  account  of  the 
English  piratical  proceedings  upon  hor  attention.  He  iuti- 
mated  that  there  seemed  to  be  special  reasons  why  the  great 
ones  about  her  throne  were  dispose«l  to  deny  him  access  to 
the  queen,  knowing  as  they  did  in  what  intent  he  asked  for 
interviews.  They  described  in  strong  language  the  royal 
wrath  at  the  opposition  recently  made  by  the  States  to 
detaching  the  English  auxiliaries  in  the  Netherlands  for  the 
service  of  the  French  king  in  Normandy,  hoping  thereby 
to  deter  him  from  venturing  into  her  presence  with  a  list  of 
grievances  on  the  part  of  his  Government.  "I  did  my  best 
to  indicate  the  danger  iucuiTed  by  such  transferring  of  troops 
at  so  critical  a  moment,"  said  Noel  de  Caron,  **i<ho\ving 
that  it  was  directly  in  opposition  to  the  contract  made  with 
her  3Iajesty.  But  I  got  no  answer  save  very  high  words  from 
the  Lord  Treasurer,  to  the  effect  that  the  States-General 
were  never  willing  to  agree  to  any  of  her  JIajesty's  pro|>osi- 
tions,  and  that  this  matter  was  as  necessary  to  tlie  States' 
fBTvice  as  to  tliat  of  the  French  king.  In  effect,  he  said 
^^|pp^>tonly  that  her  Majesty  willed  it  an<l  would  not 
ftiSHt  from  her  resolution."'' 

The  envoy  then  requested  an  interview  with   the  qne^n 
before  her  departure  into  the  country. 


•  -  In    r'V  -.. 

ifer  resoli 

VOL.    III. 


'  y<le  abwjlutelyckon  clat  Hfttr  Mat.  die  begeenli'.  undL-  Tnn 
tkle  afctoeu." — Caron  to  tho  Stntcs-Ocncral.  JiO  Jul  v.  loHli. 
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Next  day,  at  noon,  liord  Burgliley  sent  word  that  she  woa 
28  July,     to  leave  between  five  and  six  o'clock  that  evenk 
*'^^^*        and  that  the  minister  would  be  welcome  meantime  ^ 
at  any  lionr. 

"  But  uotwithstanrliug  that  I  presentoil  myself,"  said  Car 
*'  ut  two  o'clock  in  the  afternoon,  I  was  unable  t/>  speak  to  hetl 
Majesty  until  a  moment  before  she  was  alwut  to  mouoli 
her  horse.  Her  language  was  then  very  curt.  She  per 
in  denmndinn;  her  troops,  and  strongly  expressed  Iier  (lissatia-l 
faction  that  wu  should  have  refused  them  on  wliat  she  called  aaJ 
good  an  occasiiui  for  using  them.  1  was  obliged  to  cut  myj 
replies  very  short,  as  it  was  already  between  six  and  seven 
o'clock,  and  she  was  to  ri^le  nine  English  miles  to  the  pla 
where  she  was  to  pass  the  night.  1  was  quite  sensible,  lmwever,| 
that  the  audience  was  arrauged  to  be  thus  brief,  in  order  that  1 1 
should  not  be  able  to  stop  long  enough  to  give  trouble,  audi 
perhaps  to  find  occasion  to  renew  our  complaints  touching  tho] 
pluuderings  and  robberies  committed  upon  us  at  sea.  Thiaj 
is  what  some  of  the  great  jXTSonages  here,  without  doubt,  aroi 
afniid  of,  for  they  were  wonderfully  well  overhauled  in  my  i 
lost  audience.  I  shall  attempt  to  speak  to  her  again  befor 
she  goes  ver\'  deep  into  the  country.'"^ 

It  was  not  however  before  the  end  of  the  year,  after  Ca 
had  made  a  voyage  to  Holland  and  had  returned,  that 
u  Not.  was  able  to  bring  the  subject  thonmghly  Kffi»r«1 
1592.  jjgj.  3iajesty.  On  the  14th  Noveml>er  he  had  pre-J 
liraiuaiy  interviews  with  the  I.ord  High  Adininil  and  thoi 
Lord  Treasurer  at  Hampton  Court,  where  the  queen  waa  then  j 
residing.  The  plundering  business  was  warmly  diacnascdJ 
between  himself  and  the  Admiral,  and  there  was  muclt| 
quibbling  and  special  pleading  in  defence  of  the  practice 
which  had  created  so  much  irritation  and  pecuniary  loss  in! 
Holland.     There  was  a  go<jd  deal  of  talk  nh>\\i  want  of  evi*  ' 


7  Caron  to  tlto  Statcs-Goaeral,  80 
July,  lo'.>2,  "Emmera  ick  Letbu  wel 
gcvofit  (Iftt  i\('ze  nudiontio  vooT  my 
xtn)  curt  f^enppostetrl  was  oiome  dut 
ick  liner  nirt  te  langc  Koude  blyvuij 
tro«l>l<,jon  cnr!o  luischieu  occasin  rrv- 


g«n    oni    onw    rl«^t«n    tioitrnife   do 

ploiuli'lingcil  ctiilr   ri.v.rii  II  u  t  li »'  t« 

vrrnyt'iwrri    t\v. 

uUhior  zondrr  ts^ 

ry  woiKU'jlyckcu  zuLf  uvcxiuu-lt  *iLr»j 

den  in  rnyiio  lt't*U*  audiuutir,"  ka,  i 
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ace  and  conflict  of  ovidenco,  which,  to  a  man  who  folt  as 
sure  of  the  facts  and  of  the  law  as  the  Dutch  envoy  did — unless 
it  were  according  to  public  law  for  one  friend  and  ally  to 
plunder  and  burn  the  vessels  of  another  friend  and  ally — was 
not  L-ncouraging  as  to  the  probable  issue  of  his  interview  with 
her  Majesty.  It  would  be  tedious  to  report  the  conversation 
rts  fully  as  it  wa*?  laid  by  Noel  de  Caron  l>efore  the  States- 
Geneml ;  but  at  last  tho  admiral  expressed  a  hope  that  the 
injured  parties  would  be  able  to  make  good  their  case.  At 
any  mte  he  assured  tlio  envoy  that  he  would  taki,'  care  of 
Captain  Mansfield  for  the  present,  who  was  in  prison  with  two 
other  captains,  so  that  proceedings  might  be  had  against  them 
if  it  was  thought  wortli  while. "^ 

Caron  answered  with  Dutch  bluntness.  "  I  recommended 
him  very  earnestly  to  do  this/'  he  said,  "and  told  him 
roundly  that  this  was  by  all  means  necessary  for  the  sake  of 
his  own  honour.  Otherwise  no  man  could  ever  bo  made 
to  believe  that  his  Excellency  was  not  seeking  to  get  his  own 
profit  out  of  the  affair.  But  he  vehemently  swore  and  pro- 
tested that  this  was  not  the  case."' 

■  He  then  went  to  the  I/ord  Treasurer's  apartment,  where  a 
long  and  stormy  interview  followed  on  the  subject  of  the 
withdrawal  of  the  English  trooi)s.  Caron  warmly  insisted 
that  the  measure  had  been  full  of  danger  for  the  States ;  that 
they  had  been  ordered  out  of  Prince  Maurice's  camp  at  a 
most  critical  moment ;  tliat,  had  it  not  been  for  the  8t ad- 
holder's  promptness  and  militarj'  skill,  very  great  disasters  to 
the  common  cause  must  have  ensued;  and  that,  after  all, 
nothing  had  been  done  by  the  contingent  in  any  other  field, 
.  iior  they  had  been  for  six  months  idle  and  sick,  without  ever 
ching  Brittany  at  all. 
'The  Lord  Treasurer,  who,  contrary  to  his  custom,"  said 


•  Cktroii   to  the  States-CJenorul,  18 
Nov.  1592.     (Hiigoe  Archives  MS. ) 

•  *  Ick    liL-Uic    hem     tzclve    zeer 
rmtt^lrckwi    PTPcommrindtyrt    ende 

-■■'-    '--'^    -I'- t     r>.i     -•1."     ;,!n 


doen  gdoovtn  oft  zyne  E.  eti  zoude 
willpn  in  dose  wiecke  zyne  prouffit 
ged<x5rj.  Zoo  hy  hoocLelvkcn  awocr 
cndo  protcslewrle  dat  hy  niet  eo 
lindde  nochte  oock  en  zuude  wiTlt'Ti 
iloen.'     Hiid. 
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the  envoy,  "  bad  Iieeu  listening  thus  long  to  what  I  had  to  say, 
now  observed  that  the  States  had  treated  her  Majesty  very 
ill,  that  they  had  kept  her  running  after  her  own  troops 
nearly  half  a  year,  and  had  oifered  no  excuse  for  their  prO' 
ceedinga."  '*^ 

It  would  be  superfluous  to  repeat  the  arguments  by  which' 
Caron  endeavoured  to  set  forth  that  the  English  troops, 
sent  to  the  Netherlands  according  to  a  special  compact,  for  a 
special  service,  and  for  a  8(>ecial  consideration  jind  equivalent, 
could  not  honestly  be  employed,  contniry  to  the  wishes  of  the 
States-General,  upon  a  totally  diHerent  service  and  in  another 
country.  The  quotjn  willed  it,  he  was  informed,  ajid  it  was 
ill-treatment  of  her  Majesty  on  the  part  of  the  Hollanders  to 
oppose  her  will.     This  argument  was  unanswerable. 

Soon  afterwaitls,  Caron  was  admitted  to  the  presence 
Elizabeth.  He  delivered,  at  fii-st,  a  letter  from  the  Staie»« 
General,  touching  the  withdrnwal  of  the  troops.  The  queen 
instantly  broke  the  seal  and  read  the  letter  to  the  end. 
Coming  to  the  concluding  passage,  in  which  the  States 
observed  that  they  had  great  and  just  cause  highly  to  com* 
plain  on  that  subject,  she  paused,  reading  the  sentences  oyer 
twice  or  thrice,  and  then  remarked: 

*'  Truly  these  are  comical  people.'^  I  have  so  often  been 
complaimng  that  they  refused  to  send  my  troops,  and  now  the 
States  complain  that  they  are  obliged  to  let  them  go.  Yet 
ray  intention  is  only  to  borrow  them  for  a  little  while,  because' 
I  can  give  my  brother  of  France  no  better  succour  than  by 
sending  him  these  soliliers,  and  this  1  consider  better  than 
if  I  should  send  him  four  thousand  men.  I  say  again,  I  am 
only  borrowing  them,  and  surely  the  States  ought  never  to 
make  such  complaints,  when  the  occasion  was  such  a  favour- 
able one,  and  they  liad  received  already  sufhciont  aid  from 
these  troops,  and  ha<l  liljerated  their  whole  country.  I  dont 
comprehend  these  grievances.    They  complain  that  I  wil 

>o  Cimm  to  the  Btates-Oeneiul.  18  made  his  report  to  the  SUtes^SeMnl 

Not.  15d2.    (Ha^^e  Archivefl  MS.)  iii  Dutch,  it  ia  nut  poesible  to  glv»  Ibe 

11  ••  Ywir  woer  zy  syn  aohacke  Iay>  exuct  word  wldcli  the  queeo  nted.     li 

den."    Ihid.     The  ooaTemtion   was  may  ha  mndbttd  crafty,  i^ueer,  droU,. 

ofcuurec  ill  Freoch,  but  as  the  enroy  cuuiiing,  or  funny. 
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draw  my  people^  and  meantime  they  are  still  holding  them 
and  have  brought  them  ashore  again.  They  send  me  frivolous 
excuses  that  the  skippers  don't  know  the  road  to  my  islands, 
which  is,  after  all,  as  easy  to  find  as  the  way  to  Caen,  for  it  is 
all  one.  I  have  also  sent  my  own  pilots;  and  I  complain 
bitterly  that  by  making  this  difficulty  they  will  cause  the 
loss  of  all  Brittany.  They  nm  with  their  people  far  away 
from  me,  and  meantime  they  allow  the  enemy  to  become 
master  of  all  the  coasts  lying  opposite  me.  But  if  it  goes 
badly  with  me  tliey  vnl\  rue  it  deeply  themselves.'*^* 

There  was  eonsidemble  reason,  even  if  there  were  but  littlo 
justice,  in  this  strain  of  remarks.  Her  I^lajesty  continued  it 
for  some  little  time  longer,  and  it  h  interesting  to  see  the 
direct  and  personal  manner  in  which  this  great  princess 
handled  the  weightiest  affairs  of  state.  The  transfer  of  a 
dozen  companies  of  English  infantry  from  Friesland  to 
Brittany  was  supposed  to  be  big  with  the  fate  of  France, 
England,  and  the  Dutch  republic,  and  was  the  subject  of 
long  and  angr)-  controversy,  not  as  a  contested  point  of  prin- 
ciple in  regard  to  which  numbei's,  of  com-se,  are  nothiug,  but 
as  a  matter  of  practical  and  pressing  importance. 

**  Her  JMajesty  made  many  more  observations  of  this  nature," 
said  Caron,  **but  without  getting  at  all  iuto  a  passion,  and,  in 
my  opinion,  her  discourse  was  sensible,  and  she  spoke  with 
more  moderation  tlian  she  is  wont  at  other  times." '-' 

The  envoy  then  presented  the  second  letter  from  the 
States-General  in  regard  to  the  outrages  infliete<i  on  the 
Dutch  merchantmen.  The  queen  read  it  at  once,  and  ex- 
pzcflBed  herself  as  very  much  displeased  with  her  people. 
She  said  tlmt  she  had  received  .similar  iiiibrraation  from 
Coansellor  Bodley,  who  had  openly  given  her  to  understand 
that  the  enormous  outrages  which  Iier  people  were  com- 
mitting at  sea  upon  the  Netherlanders  were  a  public  scandal. 
It  had  made  her  so  angry,  she  said,  that  she  knew  not  which 

•*  Oroa  to  tho  SUites-Genrml,  18    discoiira   gewys 
Not.  1592.     I.Ungue  Archives  ^SLS. ,         moiknitie  dan  x 

^  "  Doch  sotvivt  httor  et^niglisints  le     vafl  gewoon." 
SDoreren,  flan  naer  myiw  bedunkonB  ' 
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way  to  torn.  She  would  take  it  in  hand  at  once,  for  aho 
would  rather  make  oath  never  more  to  permit  a  single  ship 
of  war  to  leave  her  poi-ts  tliun  consent  to  8uch  thieveries  and 
^-illanies.  She  told  Ciirou  that  he  would  do  well  to  have  his 
case  in  regard  to  these  matters  verified,  and  then  to  give  ii 
iiito  her  own  liandg,  since  otherwise  it  would  fdl  be  denied 
her  and  she  would  tind  hei-self  unahle  to  get  at  tlie  truth-'' 

*'  I  have  all  the  proofs  and  documents  of  the  merchants  by 
me,"  replied  the  envoy,  "  and,  moreover,  several  of  the  8e»- 
eaptaius  who  have  been  robbed  and  outraged  have  come  over 
with  me,  as  likewise  some  merchants  who  were  tortured  by 
burning  of  the  thumbs  and  other  kiu<is  of  torments."  " 

This  disturbed  the  queen  very  much,  and  she  exprened 
her  wish  that  Caron  should  not  allow  himself  to  be  put  off 
with  delays  by  the  council,  but  should  insist  Ujjon  all  due 
criminal  punishment,  the  infliction  of  which  she  promised  in 
the  strongest  terms  to  order ;  for  she  could  never  enjoy  peace 
of  mind,  she  said,  so  long  as  such  scoundrels  wore  tolerated 
in  her  kingdom."* 

The  envoy  had  brought  with  him  a  summary  of  tlie  cases, 
with  the  names  of  all  the  merchants  interested,  and  a  list  of  all 
the  marks  on  the  sacks  of  money  which  had  been  stolen.  Tbe^^ 
queen  looked  over  it  very  carefidly,  declaring  it  to  be  bef^H 
intention  that  tliere  should  bo  no  delays  interposed  in  the 
conduct  of  this  affair  by  forms  of  special  pleading,  bat  th«t 

andcra  men  tzelvo  Imcr  al  cmUcoak 
onde  daor  gecnsinU  ttwoUen  en  Ofoo^ 
gCTBcken."'^  Caron  to  the  Stetot- 
Geneiu],  18  Nov.  15U2. 

*lck  zcydo  uen  hoere  Ma» 
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ken  die>  Iiaor  vatck  t<'r  xee  op  de 
onsen  waren  doeude,  twelck  (boo  ay 
»eyde)  haer  £(>o  tonuch  gcmawkt 
haddo  datso  niet  wist©  wmr  hatT 
kntnajdatae oock  cf-ns  voor biitr  zoudo 
nemcn  ende  liever  veftiWcrviu  nimnier- 
ni«'t«r  mctr  tu  conaeutoren  tx-nkli  srhip 
vun  oorlogi.'u  te  luten  uit}j;acn  dan 
occasie  vaii  zulckc  dkvortycu  eude 
schulmerj-pn  tc  conBenti-rcu,  dat  ick 
ilac'romine  wel  »iudt"  doen  myn  zac'ck»» 
in  dtt  regard  (c  docn  vrrifit-rtn,  endc 
t'itfl\-e  liiier  in  bimdcD  to  gtvcu,  wdtit 


ick  nllo  do  bewvBtn  endo  docnmcnt 
vun  do  ooopluydeu  by  my  iiaJdc  oy 
mcdo  (kittci  cenige  Holiiitiw  r>  ■]]♦•  utco' 
bonxjfl  ende  gooiiltr..  '  ■  met 

my  wnrcu  gecomuifii, 
dio  men  de  duymeii  bu^J^lL  gcbn 
aink-re  tomientL-n    van  pynig 
hadde  gc<ljicn,  twelck  bn«ir 
ontakldc,"  &c.  8ic.  Sic.     Ibid. 

K.  .4  St  jirgende  ikt  zy  in  geruBtichryil 
niet  coiide  gtlertn  »U   mm   mlcku 
bcUelmeu  in  Wt  Rycko  laugcf  , 
vcrdmgcn."    Ibid. 
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speedy  cognizance  should  be  taken  of  the  whole,  and  that  the 
property  should  forthwith  be  restorud.^' 

She  then  sent  for  8ir  Robert  Cecil,  whom  she  directed  to 
go  at  once  and  tell  his  father,  the  Lord  Treasurer,  that  he 
iras  to  assist  Caron  in  this  aflair  exactly  as  if  it  were  her  own. 
It  wj\s  her  intention,  she  sfiid,  that  her  people  were  in  no  wise 
to  ti-oiible  the  liollauders  in  legithuate  mercantile  pursuits. 
She  added  that  it  was  not  enough  for  her  people  to  say 
that  they  had  only  been  seizing  JSpaniarde'  goods  and  money, 
but  she  meant  that  they  should  prove  it,  too,  or  else  they 
should  swing  for  it.'** 

Cai'ou  assured  her  Majesty  that  he  had  no  other  commission 
from  his  masters  than  to  ask  for  justice,  and  tlmt  he  had  no 
iustractions  to  claim  Spanish  property  or  enemy's  goods.  He 
had  brought  suflicieut  evidence  with  him,  ho  said,  to  give  her 
Majesty  entire  satisfaction. 

It  is  not  necessary  to  jjursue  the  subject  any  farther.  The 
great  nobles  still  endeavoured  to  interpose  delays,  and  urged 
the  propriety  of  taking  the  ciise  before  the  common  courts 
of  law.  CaroQ,  strong  in  the  support  of  the  queen,  insisted 
that  it  should  be  settled,  as  lier  Majesty  had  commanded, 
by  the  council,  and  it  was  finally  arranged  that  tlie  judge  of 
admiralty  should  examine  the  evidence  on  both  sides,  and 
then  communicate  the  documents  at  once  to  the  Loitl  Trea- 
snror.  Meantime  the  money  was  to  be  deposited  with  certain 
aldermen  of  Loudon,  and  the  accused  parties  kept  in  prison. 
The  ultimate  decision  was  then  to  be  made  by  the  council, 
•*not  by  form  of  process  but  by  commission  thereto  ordained."  " 
In  the  course  of  the  many  interviews  which  followed  l>etweeu 
the  Dutch  envoy  and  the  privy  counselIoi*8,  the  Lord  Admiral 


^  Cimra  to  Uic  Stutcifl-Oeneral.  18 
Nor.  1.".92.     (Il!i},'UK  Archivtii  MS.) 

IS  i.  xX'<ie  diou  viilgondc  roupen  Sir 
Bi>br  r1  Cecil  die  zy  K^lnote  auii  den 
TrciSiiritT  zyuen  vader  to  gaen  zt^ggcn 
d»t  liv  my  hieriune  zoude  assiatorcii 
ul  ufl  \uit  rygeu  zaocko  woore,  want 
lutere  intcntio  (zoo  zy  zoyde)  nict  un 
wtt*  d»t  nun  on»  •'c-iiis»iu^  in  onse 
cxvphnuUcliuge  wudt*   troubleron  ak 


wy  dacrimio  op  roclit  Itaudelden. 
Boydu  oock  diit  lifter  uiut  pfU(.>eck  en 
vraa  dat  iiacr  voluk  ztydu  dut  mt 
Spnignafrts  gelt  endu  got-l  guattra- 
pt'irt  haddiiu,  mntT  vctsUjuI  dat  zy 
tzt'lvt'  zonden  dncu  biyekuu  ofle  met 
harva  htxla  betatlt'u.*     Ibid. 

1"  IbitK  Alwo  Caron  to  StutoB-Ge- 
m-raJ,  12  Dec*  1592.  (Hague  Archives 
MS.) 
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stated  tliat  an  Englisli  merchant  residing  in  the  Netherlands 
liad  sent  to  oflfer  him  a  present  of  two  thousand  pounds  ster- 
ling, in  case  the  affair  should  be  decided  against  the  Hol- 
landers. Hd  communicated  the  name  of  tlie  individual  to 
Caron  under  seal  of  secrecy,  and  reminded  the  Lord  Treasurer 
that  he  too  had  seen  the  letter  of  the  Englishman.  Lord 
Borghley  observed  that  he  remembered  the  fact  that  certain 
letters  had  been  communicated  to  him  by  the  Lord  Admiral, 
but  that  lie  did  not  know  from  whence  they  came,  nor  any- 
thing about  the  pei-son  of  the  writer,** 

The  case  of  the  plundered  merchants  was  destined  to  drag 
almost  as  slowly  before  the  council  as  it  might  have  ilone  in 
the  ortlinary  tribunals,  and  Caron  was  **  kept  nmning,"  as  he 
expressed  it,  "  from  the  court  to  London,  and  from  London  to 
the  court,"  and  it  was  long  before  justice  was  done  to  the 
sufferers.*'  Yet  the  energetic  manner  in  which  the  queen 
took  the  case  into  her  own  hands,  and  the  intense  indignation 
with  which  she  denounced  the  robberies  and  outrages  which 
had  been  committed  by  her  subjects  upon  her  friends  and 
allies,  were  effective  in  restraining  such  wholesale  piracy  in 
the  future. 

On  the  whole,  however,  if  the  internal  machinery  is  exa- . 
mined  by  wbich  the  masses  of  mankind  were  moved  at  this' 
epoch  in  various  parts  of  Christendom,  we  shaU  not  find 
much  reason  lo  applaud  t!ie  conformity  of  Governments  to  the 
principles  of  justice,  rcfuson,  or  wisdom. 


•>  "Don  prooten  Admlrael  began 
troderommo  to  seggen  vbii  zymo  ftdver- 
tentien  die  liy  op  flitahick  sclfs  luuldo 
pecnjj;L'n  uit  Ztelant, dut ctmig^e  Coop- 
liiyden  hem  Lailikti  doon  pres«»ntoreti 
twcK  tiuyaeuit  ponil  stcrliucx,  scggr-nde 
tolten  grooten  Trfsorirr  dnt  liy  hem 
Htlfs  de  lirievt-n  liadde  gocmumnni- 
oeert  die  darop  nntwoordc  wcl  brieven 
gcsien  tv  Lcbbin,  maiT  wiste  uiel  van 
wiena  dio  quarncn  doc-rdiiTi  by  den 
persoon  din  dczt  Ivo  goricrevcn  hadde 
nift  en  keiidc,  vrrmjurde  dHemmnie  vtm 
wat  natie  hy  wMr«,  di^n  Adiniiiiol  zcyUe 
dat  hot  cfTj  Kiiirrlicli  C^Hipinaii  wii» 
die  by  oocjc  nncDide.  Docb  dede  my 
irssl  beltMiivtm dal ick  bt'in  nict f ii sowfc 


wiUen  ontdeekr  o,  zal  dncmmmr  tjtmti 
naem  bier  naergt-lolen  worden,  tcf 
Mjlen  ick  oock  tzelve  al*<x»  btdoofde, 
mncr  noclit  axis  eniyUt^rvn  sniokuardfv 
daerinne  to  stellea  ols  den  diuosl  vuD 
den  lande  wel  is  verheyschcnde.  Dwi 
Admiraol  zeyde  oock  dat  hy  wol  wiato 
<lat  don  zolven  CoopniAn  olrpodo  dsr- 
wu  oris  over  in  dangiere  haddc  gcwcwt. 
twelck  mj  dede  autwoomlen  daX  hj 
dnn  voer  dec*  tyt  Toor  snlcx  niort 
vrcsen  bekant."  Report  of  Canm  to 
tbe  8tate»-0<'TtcmI.  10  Dec.  1902. 
'Hiiput'  Arcliivis MS.) 

*'  lA>tUre    nn<i    rx'pr>rtj3    <»f   Qtrnu. 
jHimm.     Ibid. 
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CHAPTEE   XXVIII. 


Influenoo  of  the  rule  and  ohunicter  of  Philip  II.  —  Heroism  of  the  sixteenth 
century  —  Contest  for  the  French  throne  —  Character  and  policy  of  the 
Duke  of  Mayeiine  —  E«»ciip«  of  tlio  Duke  of  Guise  from  Caatlo  Tours  —  Pro- 
potiitJoas  for  the  mnimge  of  the  Tnfiiut;^  —  Plotting  of  the  Catholic  party 
—  Gnjan<la  of  Fliilip  8  [(roiteiisioua  to  the  ltowti  of  France  —  Motives  of 
the  Duke  of  Punna  maligned  by  Commnndar  Ikloreo  —  He  justiEies  him- 
self to  the  king  —  View  of  the  privtite  relations  botweea  Philip  and  the 
Duke  of  Maycnne  and  their  sentimenta  towardg  each  otlior  —  Diapoaition  of 
the  French  jioliticians  and  soldiere  towania  Philip  —  Peculiar  commer- 
cial pursuits  uf  Philip — Confusetl  fitale  of  affiure  in  France — Treachery  of 
Philip  towards  the  Duke  of  Pamia  —  Kccall  of  the  duke  to  Spain  —  His 
aufferings  and  death. 

The  People — which  has  been  generally  regarded  as  some- 
iliing  natumlly  below  its  rulers,  and  as  born  to  be  protected 
and  governed,  paternally  or  otherwise*  by  an  accidental  selec- 
tion from  its  own  species,  which  by  some  mysterious  process 
has  shot  up  much  nearer  to  heaven  than  itself — is  often 
described  as  brutal,  depraved,  self-seeking,  ignorant,  pas- 
sionate, licentious,  and  greedy. 

It  is  fitting,  therefore,  that  its  protectors  should  be  distin- 
guished, at  great  epochs  of  the  world's  history,  by  an  absence 
of  such  objectionable  qualities. 

It  must  be  confessed,  however,  that  if  the  world  hatl  waited 
for  heroes — during  the  dreary  period  wlijcli  followed  the  ex- 
pulsion of  something  that,  was  called  Heiu-y  III.  of  France 
from  the  gates  of  his  capital,  and  especially  during  the  time 
that  followed  haixl  upon  the  decease  of  that  embodiment  of 
royalty — -its  axis  must  have  ceased  to  turn  for  a  long  succes- 
sion of  years.  The  Bcaraese  was  at  least  alive,  and  a  man. 
lie  played  his  part  with  consummate  audacity  and  skill ;  but 
alas  for  an  epoch  or  a  coimtry  in  which  such  a  sliape — notwith- 
standing all  its  engaging  and  oven  commjinding  qualities — 
is  lookeil  upon  as  an  incarnation  of  human  greatness ! 
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But  the  cliief  mover  of  all  things — so  far  as  one  man  can 
be  prime  mover — was  still  the  diligent  scribe  who  lived  in 
I  lie  EseoriaL  It  was  lie  whose  high  mission  it  was  to  blow 
the  bellows  of  civil  war,  imd  to  Sfutter  curses  over  what  had 
once  been  the  smiling  abodes  of  human  creatures,  throughout 
the  leading  countries  of  Christendom.  The  throne  of  Franco 
was  vacant,  nominally  as  well  as  actually,  since  the  year 
1589.  I>iiritig  two-and-twenty  years  preceding  that  epoch 
he  had  scourged  the  provinces,  once  constituting  the  richest 
and  most  euljghteiied  iH>rtiou3  of  bis  hereditary  domains, 
upon  the  theory  that  without  the  Spanish  Inquisition  no 
material  prosperity  was  possible  ou  eai'tli,  nor  any  entrance 
permitted  to  the  retilms  of  bliss  beyond  the  grave.  Had 
every  Netherlander  consented  to  burn  his  Bible,  and  to  be 
burned  himself  should  he  be  found  listening  to  its  holy  pre- 
cepts if  read  to  him  in  shop,  cttttage,  farm-house,  or  ciistle; 
aud  had  lie  furthermore  consented  to  renounce  all  the  liberal 
institutions  which  his  ancestors  had  earned,  in  the  tstruggle 
of  centuries,  by  the  sweat  of  their  brows  and  the  blood  of 
their  hearts;  liis  benignant  proprietor  and  m^LSter,  who  lived 
at  the  ends  of  the  earth,  would  have  consented  at  almoat  any 
moment  to  peace.  His  arms  were  over  open.  Let  it  not  be 
sujiposed  that  this  is  the  language  of  sarcasm  or  epigram. 
Stripped  of  the  decorous  sophistications  by  which  human 
beiuu;s  are  so  fond  t>f  concealing  their  naked  thoughts  frt.»m 
each  other,  this  was  the  one  simple  dogma  always  projKmnde<l 
by  Philip.  Grimace  had  done  its  worst,  however,  and  it  was 
long  since  it  had  exercised  any  jx)wer  in  the  Netherlands. 
The  king  aud  the  Dutchmen  understood  each  other;  ami 
the  plain  truths  with  which  those  republicans  answeretl  tlie 
imperial  protfers  of  meiliation,  so  frequently  renewed,  were 
sometbing  new,  and  perhaps  not  entirely  unwholesome  iu 
tliplumai'y. 

It  is  not  an  inviting  task  to  abandon  the  comj»aratively 
bealthy  atmosphere  uf  the  battle-lield,  the  blood-stained  swamp, 
the  murderous  trench — where  human  beings,  even  if  com- 
muning  only  by  bullets    and    push  of  pike,  weixj  at   leosl 
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dealing  truthfully  with  each  other — and  to  degcend  into  those 
subterraueaii  regions  where  the  eflluvia  of  falsehood  becomes 
almost  too  foul  for  ordinary  human  organization. 

Hejoes  in  those  days,  in  any  country,  there  were  few. 
William  the  Silent  was  dead.  Do  la  Noue  was  dead.  Du- 
jjlessis-Mornay  waa  living,  but  his  influence  over  his  royal 
uiastcr  was  rapitUy  diininisliing.  Cecil,  Hatton,  Essex, 
Howard,  Raleigh,  James  Croft,  Valentine  Dale,  John  Norris, 
Roger  Williams,  the  "  Virgin  Qneen  "  hersell' — does  one  of 
these  cliief  agents  in  public  affairs,  or  do  all  of  them  together, 
furnish  a  thousandth  part  of  that  heroic  whole  which  the 
England  of  the  sixteenth  century  presents  to  every  imagina- 
tion? Maurice  of  Nassau — excellent  soldier  and  engineer  as 
he  had  already  proved  himst-lf — had  certainly  not  develojied 
much  of  the  heroic  element,  although  thus  far  he  was  walking 
strjiightfonvard  like  a  man,  in  the  path  of  duty,  witli  the 
pithy  and  substantial  Luwia  William  ever  at  his  sitle.  Olden- 
Uarneveld — ^tough  burgher-statesman,  hard-heailed,  indomi- 
table man  of  granite — was  doing  more  work,  and  doing  it 
more  thoroughly^  than  any  living  politician,  hot  he  was  cer- 
tainly not  of  the  mjlhological  brotherhood  who  inhabit  the 
erene  regions  of  space  beyond  the  moon.  He  was  nut  the 
"^•on  of  god  or  goddess,  destined,  after  removal  from  this 
sphere,  to  shine  with  planetary  lustre,  among  other  constella- 
tions, upon  the  scenes  of  mortal  actioti.  Those  of  us  who  are 
willing  to  rise — or  to  descend  if  the  phrase  seems  wiser — to 
the  idea  of  a  self-goveruiug  people  must  content  ourselves, 
for  this  epoch,  with  the  fancy  of  a  hero-people  and  a  people- 
king. 

A  plain  little  republic,  thrusting  itself  uninvited  into  tho 
great  political  fauiily-pai'ty  of  heaveu-anointiid  sovereigns  and 
loug-descended  nobles,  seemed  a  somewhat  repulsive  pheno- 
menon. It  became  odious  and  dangerous  when  by  the  blows 
it  could  deal  in  battle,  the  logic  it  could  chop  in  council, 
it  indicated  a  remote  future  for  the  world,  in  which  right- 
divine  and  regal  paraphernalia  might  cease  to  be  as  eiTectivo 
Btage-propeilies  as  they  had  always  been  considered. 
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Yet  it  will  be  difficult  for  us  to  find  the  heroic  individna- 
liied  very  perceptibly  at  this  period,  look  where  we  may. 
Already  there  seemed  ground  for  questioning  the  comfortable 
fiction  that  the  accidentiJly  dominant  families  and  castes 
were  by  nature  wiser,  better,  braver  than  that  much-contemned 
entity,  the  People.  What  if  the  fearful  heresy  should  gain 
ground  that  the  People  was  at  least  as  wise,  honest,  and 
brave  as  its  masters  ?  What  if  it  should  become  a  recognised 
fact  that  the  great  individuals  ftud  castas,  whose  wealth  and 
station  furnished  them  with  ample  time  and  means  for  per- 
fecting themselves  in  the  science  of  govermnent,  were  rather 
devoting  tbeir  leisure  to  tlie  systematic  filling  of  their  o^^^ 
pockets  than  to  the  liiving  up  of  knowledge  for  the  good  of 
their  fellow  creatures  ?  What  if  the  whole  theory  of  here- 
ditary superiority  should  suddenly  exhale?  What  if  it  were 
found  out  that  we  were  all  fellow-worms  together,  and  that 
those  which  had  crawled  highest  were  not  necessarily  the 
least  slimy? 

Meantime  it  mil  be  well  for  us,  in  order  to  understand  what 
is  called  the  Past,  to  scrutinize  somewhat  closely  that  which 
was  never  meant  to  be  revealed.  To  know  the  springs  which 
once  controlled  the  world^s  movements,  one  must  ponder  the 
secret  thoughts,  purjiosCvS,  aspirations,  and  baffled  attempts  of 
the  few  dozen  individuals  who  once  claimed  that  world  in 
fee-simple.  Such  researches  are  not  in  a  cheerful  field ;  for 
the  sources  of  history  are  rarely  fountains  of  crystal,  bubbling 
through  meadows  of  asphodcL  Vast  and  noisome  are  the  many 
aewers  which  have  ever  run  beneath  decorous  Christendonu 

Some  of  the  leading  military  events  in  France  and  Flan- 
ders, patent  to  all  the  world,  which  grouped  themselves 
abunt  the  contest  fur  the  French  throne,  as  the  central  point 
in  the  history  of  Philip^s  projwsed  world-empire,  have  already 
bcfU  indiaitcd. 

It  was  a  species  of  triangular  contest — so  far  as  the  chief 
actors  were  concerned  —  for  that  vacant  throne.  Philip, 
Mayenne,  Henry  of  Navarre,  with  all  the  adroitness  whicli 
each  possessed,  were  playing  for  the  splcntUd  prize. 
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L  Of  Philip  it  is  not  necessary  to  speak.  The  preceding 
J  volumes  of  this  work  have  been  written  in  vain,  if  the  reader 
I  has  not  obtained  from  irrefragable  testimony— the  monarch's 
own  especially — a  suilieient  knowledge  of  that  human  fetish 
before  wliich  so  much  of  contemporary  tmmanity  grovelled. 

The  figure  of  Navarre  is  also  one  of  the  most  famib'ar 
shap€^5  in  history. 

As  for  the  Duke  of  Mayenne,  he  had  been,  since  the  deatli 
of  his  brother  the  Balafre,  ostensible  leader  of  the  I-»eague, 
and  was  playing,  not  without  skill,  a  triple  game. 

Firstly,  be  hoped  for  the  throne  for  himself. 

Secondly,  he  was  assisting  the  King  of  Spain  to  obtain  that 
dignity. 

Thirdly,  he  was  manceuvring  in  dull,  dumb,  but  not  ineffec- 
tive manner,  in  favour  of  Navarre. 

So  comprehensive  and  self-con trfidic^tory  a  scheme  would 
seem  to  indicate  an  elasticity  of  princi[»le  and  a  fertility  of 
rasource  not  often  vouchsafed  to  man. 

Certainly  one  of  the  most  pregnant  lessons  of  history  is 
furnished  in  the  developmunt  of  these  cabals,  nor  is  it,  in  this 
regard,  of  great  importance  whether  the  issue  was  to  prove 
them  futile  or  judicious.  It  is  sufficient  for  us  now,  that  when 
those  vanished  days  constituted  the  Present — the  vital  atmo- 
^here  of  Christendom — the  world's  affairs  were  controlbni  by 
those  plotters  and  their  subordinates,  and  it  is  therefore  desi- 
rable for  us  to  kuow  what  manner  of  men  they  were,  and  how 
they  played  their  part5. 

Nor  should  it  ever  be  forgotten  that  the  leading  motive 
with  all  was  supposed  to  be  religion.  It  was  to  maintain  the 
supremacy  of  the  Eoman  C^bnrch,  or  to  vindicate,  to  a  cer- 
tain extent,  liberty  of  conscience,  through  the  establishment 
of  a  heterodox  organization,  that  all  these  lumian  beings  of 
various  lineage  and  language  throughout  Christendom  had 
been  cutting  each  other's  throats  for  a  quarter  of  a  century. 

Mayenne  was  not  without  courage  in  the  field  when  he 
found  himself  there,  but  it  was  observed  of  him  that  he  spent 
more  time  at  table  than  the  Bearnese  in  sleep,  and  that  he 
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was  BO  fat  as  to  roqnire  tho  assistance  of  twelve  men  to  put 
him  in  tho  saddle  again  whenever  he  fell  from  his  horse. 
Yet  slow  fighter  as  he  was,  he  was  a  most  nimble  intrif^ier. 
As  for  his  private  cku-acter,  it  was  notorionsly  stained  with 
every  vice,  nor  was  there  enough  of  natural  intelligence  or 
superior  acquirement  to  atone  for  his  crapulous,  licentious, 
shameless  life.  Ills  miilitary  efficiency  at  important  emer- 
gencies was  impaired  and  Iiis  life  endangered  by  vile  diseases. 
He  was  covetous  and  greedy  beyond  what  was  considered 
decent  even  in  that  cynical  age,  Ko  received  subsidies  and 
alms  with  ljH>tli  hands  from  tliose  who  distrusted  an*}  despised 
him,  but  who  could  not  eject  him  from  his  advantageous 
position. 

He  wished  to  arrive  at  the  throne  of  France.  As  son  of 
Francis  of  Guise,  as  brother  of  the  great  Balafre,  he  con- 
sidered himself  entitled  to  the  homasre  of  the  fishwomen  anrl 
the  butchers'  hn\U.  The  constitution  of  the  country  in  that 
age  making  a  Peoph.^  impassible,  the  subtle  connection  be- 
tw^^^en  a  high-born  intriguer  and  the  dregs  of  a  populace, 
which  can  only  exist  in  societies  of  deep  chasms  and  preci- 
pitous contrasts,  was  easily  established. 

Tho  dnke's  summary  dealing  with  the  sixteen  tyrants  of 
Paris  in  the  matter  of  the  president's  murder  had,  however, 
lofrseued  his  hold  on  what  was  considered  the  democracy; 
but  this  was  at  the  time  when  Ids  schemes  were  silently 
swinging  towards  the  Protestant  aristocracy;  at  the  moment 
when  rolitica  was  taking  the  place  of  Madam  lioaguo  in  his 
secret  affeetious.  Nevertheless,  m  long  as  there  seemed  & 
change,  ho  wfis  disposed  to  work  the  mines  for  his  own  benefit 
His  jKisitinn  oh  lieutenant-general  gave  him  an  immense  ad- 
vantage for  intriguing  with  lioth  sides,  and — in  case  his  aspi- 
rations for  royalty  weri«  biiftltHl — for  obtaining  the  highest 
possible  price  for  iiimself  in  that  auction  in  which  Philip  and 
the  Bearnese  were  likely  to  strain  all  their  resources  in  out- 
bidding each  other. 

On  one  thing  his  heart  was  fixed.  His  brothers  son  should 
at  least  not  secure  the  golden  prizo  if  he  could  prevent  it.   The 
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young  Duke  of  Guise,  who  had  been  imimired  in  Castle  Tours 
since  the  famous  raunler  of  his  father  and  imcle,  had  made  his 
escape  by  a  rather  neat  stratagem.  Having:  been  allowed  soni»* 
h'berty  for  amusing  himself  in  the  corridors  in  the  neighbour- 
hood of  liis  apartnumt,  he  had  invented  a  game  of  hop.  skip, 
and  jump  up  stairs  and  do\\Ti,  which  he  was  wont  to  play  with 
the  soldiers  of  the  guard,  as  a  solace  to  the  tediousness  of  con- 
finement. One  day  ho  hoppeil  and  skipped  up  the  sUiireasi* 
with  a  rapiility  which  excited  the  admiration  of  the  com- 
]mnions  of  hia  sport,  slipped  intxj  hin  room,  slammed  and 
bolted  the  doors,  and  when  the  guanl,  id'ter  in  vain  waiting  a 
considerable  time  for  him  to  return  and  resume  the  game,  at 
last  forced  an  entrance,  they  found  Uie  bird  flown  out  of 
window.  1  tope -ladders,  confederates,  fii8t-gallo2>ing  post- 
horses  did  tlie  rest,  and  at  last  the  young  duke  joinerl  his 
aflectiomite  uncle  in  «vimp,  much  to  that  eminent  relative's 
discomfiture.'  Pluhp  gave  allemately  conflicting  iustrue- 
tions  to  Fameso  —  sometimes  that  he  should  encourage 
the  natural  jealousy  between  the  pair;  sometimes  that  he 
sliould  cause  them  to  work  harmoniously  together  for  the 
common  good — that  common  goo<l  being  the  attainment  by 
the  King  of  Spain  of  the  sovereignty  of  France. 

I^ut  it  was  impossible,  as  alrea/ly  intimated,  for  Mayenne 
to  work  harmoniously  with  his  nephew.  The  Duke  of  Guise 
might  marry  with  the  Infanta  and  thus  become  King  of 
France  by  the  grace  of  God  and  riiiiip.  To  such  a  consum- 
mation in  the  case  of  his  uncle  there  stooil,  as  we  know,  an 
insuperable  obstacle  in  the  shape  of  the  Duchess  of  Mayenne. 
Should  it  c^me  to  this  at  li^t,  it  wtis  certiun  that  the  Duke 
would  make  any  and  every  combination  to  frustrate  such  a 
scheme.  Meantime  he  kept  his  own  counsel,  worke*l  ami- 
cably with  Jliilij),  Fjirina,  and  the  youtig  duke,  and  n-ceived 
money  in  overtlowing  measure,  and  poured  into  liis  bosom, 
from  that  Spanish  monarch  whose  veterans  in  tJie  Nether- 
lands  were  maddened  by  starvation  into  mutiny. 

riiilij»*s  plans  were  a  scries  of  alternatives.  France  ho 
>  De  Tlioa,  xi. 
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regarded  as  the  projiorty  of  his  family.  Of  that  there  could 
be  no  doubt  at  all.  Re  meant  to  put  the  cnjwii  npon  his 
own  heat],  unless  the  difficulties  in  the  way  should  prove 
absolutely  insuperable.  In  that  ctiso  he  claimed  France  and 
all  its  inhabitants  as  the  propei'ty  of  his  daughter.  The  Salic 
law  was  simply  a  jdeasautry,  a  bit  of  foolish  pedantry,  an  ab- 
surdity. If  Clara  Isabella^  as  daughter  of  Isabella  of  Franco, 
as  grandchild  of  Henry  II.,  were  not  manifestly  the  owner  of 
France — queen-proprietary,  as  the  Spanish  doctors  called  it 
— then  there  was  no  such  thing,  so  he  thought,  as  inheritance 
of  cflstle,  farm-house,  or  hovel— no  such  thing  as  property 
anywhere  in  the  world.  If  the  heiress  of  the  Valois  could 
not  take  thnt  kingdom  as  her  private  estate,  what  security 
could  there  ever  be  for  any  jiossessious  public  or  private  ? 

This  was  logical  reasoning  enough  for  kings  and  their 
counsellors.  There  was  much  that  might  be  said,  however, 
in  regard  to  special  laws.  There  was  no  doubt  that  great 
countries,  with  all  their  live-stock — human  or  otherwise — 
belonged  to  an  individual,  but  it  was  not  always  so  clear  who 
that  individual  was.  This  doubt  gave  much  work  and  com- 
fortable fees  to  the  lawyers.  There  was  much  learned  lore  con- 
cerning statutes  of  descent,  cutting  ofl'  of  entiiils,  actions  for 
ejectment,  diHiculties  of  enforcing  processes,  and  the  like,  to 
occupy  tlie  attention  of  diplomatists,  poHticians  and  other  sages. 
It  would  have  caused  general  hilarity,  however,  could  it  have 
been  suggested  that  the  live-stock  had  art  or  part  in  the 
matter;  that  sheep,  swine,  or  men  could  claim  a  choice  of 
their  shepherdiii  and  butchers. 

Philip — humbly  satisfied,  as  he  always  expressed  himself, 
so  long  as  the  purity  of  the  lioman  dogmas  and  the  supre- 
macy of  the  Romish  Church  over  the  whole  earth  were  main- 
tained—affected a  comparative  intlili'ereuce  as  to  whetlier  he 
should  put  the  crown  of  St.  Louis  and  of  Hugh  Capet  upon 
his  own  grey  head  or  whether  he  should  goTem  Franco 
through  his  daughter  and  her  husband.  Happy  the  man 
who  might  exchange  the  6}Tnbols  uf  mutual  affection  with 
Philip's  daughter. 
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The  king  liad  various  plans  in  regard  to  the  bestowal  of 
the  hand  thus  richly  enduwod.  First  and  foreraost  it  was 
suggested — and  the  idea  was  not  held  too  monstrous  to  be 
even  believed  in  by  some  conspicuous  indivirluals — that  he 
proposed  espousiug  his  daughter  himself.  Tlio  pope  was  to 
be  relied  on,  in  this  case,  to  give  a  special  dispensation. 
Such  a  marriage,  between  parties  too  closely  related  to  be 
usually  united  in  wedlock,  might  otherwise  shock  the  preju- 
dices of  the  orthodox.  ITis  late  niece  and  wife  was  dead,  so 
that  there  was  no  inconvenience  on  that  score,  should  tlie 
interests  of  his  dynasty,  liis  family,  and,  above  all,  of  the 
Church,  impel  him,  on  mature  reflection,  to  take  for  his  fourth 
marriage  one  stop  farther  within  the  forbi(klen  degrees  than  he 
had  done  in  his  third.  Here  is  the  statement,  which,  if  it  have 
no  other  value,  serves  to  show  the  hideoiis  designs  of  which  the 
enemies  of  Pliilip  sincerely  believed  that  monarch  capable. 

"  But  God  is  a  just  God,"  wrote  Sir  Edward  Stafibrd,  *'and 
if  with  all  thiugs  past,  that  be  true  that  the  king  {videlicet 
Henrys  IV.)  yesterday  aamrcd  m^  to  be  true,  and  that  both  his 
ambassador  from  Venice  writ  to  him.  and  Monsieur  do  Lux- 
embonrg  from  Koine,  that  the  Count  Olivarez  hud  made  a 
grcAt  instance  to  the  pope  (Sixtus  V.)  a  little  afore  liis  death, 
to  permit  his  master  to  marry  his  daughter,  no  doubt  God 
will  not  leave  it  long  unpunished."* 

Such  was  the  horrible  tale  which  was  circulated  and  believed 
in  by  Henry  the  Great  of  France  and  by  eminent  nobles  and  am- 
boasadors,  and  at  least  tliought  possible  by  the  English  envoy. 
By  such  a  family  arrangement  it  was  obvions  that  the  con- 
flicting idaims  of  father  and  dfiughter  to  the  proprietoi"ship  of 
Fram-e  would  be  ingeniously  adjusted,  and  the  children  of  so 
well  assorted  a  marriage  miglit  reign  in  undisputed  legitimacy 
over  France  and  S[)ain,  and  the  rest  of  the  world-monarchy. 
iShoidd  the  king  decide  on  the  whole  against  this  matrimo- 
inul  project,  should  Innocent  or  Clement  prove  as  intractable 

f  Sixtus,  tiien  it  would  be  necessiiry  to  decide  among  various 
'^^ndidatea  for  the  Infanta's  hand. 

«  Stafford  U)  Bdfgliky,  U  Ot.  15B0.    \S.  P.  Office  MS.) 
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In  Mtiycnne'fl  opinion  the  Duke  of  Gnise  was  liknly  to  i 
the  man ;  but  there  is  little  doubt  that  Philip,  in  case  these 
more  cherished  scbpraes  Bhoiild  fail,  liad  mad**  up  his  mind — 
BO  far  a3  he  ever  dUl  make  up  liis  mind  uimju  anything — tc 
select   his  nephew  the  Archduko  Ernest*,   brother   of 
Emperor  Rmlolph,  for  liis  son-in-law.     But  it  was  not  n€ 
sary  to  make  an  immediate  choice.     His  quiver  was  full 
arehdokes,  any  one  of  whom  wouhl  be  an  eligible  candidate, 
while  not  one  of  them  would  be  likely  to  reject  the  Infanta 
with  France  on  her  wedding-finger.     Meantime  there  was  a 
lion  in  the  path  in  the  shape  of  Henry  of  Navarre. 

Those  who  disbelieve  in  the  influence  of  the  individual 
the  fate  of  mankind  may  ponder  the  possible  results  to 
tory  and  humauity,  had  the  dagger  of  Jacques  Cleme 
entered  tlie  stomach  of  Henry  IV.  rather  than  of  Heory 
-  III.  in  the  summer  of  15{^D,  or  the  perturbations  in  tlia^^ 
world's  movements  that  might  have  puzzled  philosopheni^^B 
Lad  there  been  an  unsuspected  mass  of  religious  conviction 
revolving  unseen  in  the  mental  dei)ths  of  the  Bcaniese. 
Conscience,  as  it  has  from  time  to  time  e'xhibited  itaelf  oo 
this  planet  of  ours,  is  a  powerful  agent  in  controlling  poli- 
tical combinations :  but  the  instances  are  unfortunately  not 
rare,  so  far  as  subhiimry  progress  is  concerned,  in  wliicU 
the  absence  of  this  dominant  influence  permits  a  prospcrotts] 
rapidity  to  individual  careere.  Eternal  honour  to  the  uobld] 
beings,  trne  chieftains  among  men,  who  have  forfeited  worldly] 
power  or  sacrificed  life  itself  at  the  dictate  of  religious  or  moml  j 
conviction — even  should  the  basis  of  such  conviction  appear 
to  some  of  us  unsafe  or  unreal.  Shame  on  the  tongue  wliickj 
woold  malign  or  ridicule  the  martyr  or  the  honest  convert  to] 
any  form  of  Christian  faith  I  But  who  can  discover  aughtJ 
that  is  inspiring  to  the  sons  of  men  in  conversions — whether] 
of  princes  or  of  peasants — wrought,  not  at  risk  of  life  and ' 
pelf,  but  for  the  sake  of  secumig  and  increasing  the  one  and 
the  other  ? 

Certainly  the  B^amese  was  tlie  most  c-andid  of  men.    li  | 
was  this  very  candour,  this  freedom  from  bigotry,  this  want 
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and  this  openness  to  conviction,  that  made  him 
and  caused  so  much  anxiety  to  Philip.     The 
I  IL'U  might  or  might  not  be  strengthened  by  the 
of  the  legitimate  lieir  of  France,  but  it  was 
the  claims  of  Philip  and  the  Infanta  to  the 
of  that  kingdom  would  be  weakened  by  the 
■■'  the  Spanish  king  knew  himself  to  be  inspired 
'ns  by  a  single  motive,  the  maintenance  of  the 
iie  Itoman  Church,  he  was  perfectly  aware  that 
tiame  was  not  so  suigle- hearted  nor  so  conscien- 


f  Beame— beretic,  son  of  heretics,  great  chief- 
— was  supiKHsed  capable  of  becoming  orthodox 
l*oi)e  would  accept  his  conversion.    Against 
*hilip  struggled  with  all  his  strength. 
Sistus  v.,  who  had  a  weakness  for  Henry, 
several  [sopes.     Urban  VII.,  his  immediate 
.reigned  but  thirteen  days.      Gregory   XIV. 
died  15th  October,  1591,  ten  months  after 
?'aehinetti,  with  the  title  of  Innocent  IX.,  had 
mtha,  from  29th  October  to  2yth  December, 
of  "Spanish  poison,"  said  Envoy  Umton, 
speaking  of  gout,  or  typhus,  or  any  other 
uifler.      Clement    VIII.    (Aldobrandini)   was 
laimary,    1592.     Ho  was  no  lover  of  Henry, 
I :<!i'tal  fear  of  Philip,  while  it  must  bo  con- 
Spanish  ambassador   at  Eome   was  much 
I  >,  atiog  his  Holiness.    Should  he  dare  to  grant 
II  which  was  ihe  secret  object  of  the  B^arnese, 
I  vt'ijgeanct^,  liinted  the  envoy,  that  Philip  would 
the  holy  fiither.     He  would  cut  off  his  supplies 
and  Bicilvj  and  star>'e  him  and  all  his  subjects ; 
ustrate  all  hia  family  schemes,  he  would  renounce 
^uld  I  HI  pope  him,  he  would  do  anything  that  man 
could  do,  should  the  great  shepherd  dare  to 
Jhis  lost  sheep,  and  this  very  black  sheep,  into  the 
)  faithful. 
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x\8  for  Honry  liiraself,  liis  game — for  ia  his  eyes  it  was] 
uotliiiig  but  a  game — lay  ever)'  day  plainer  and  plainer' 
before  him.  He  was  imlispeiisable  to  tlie  heretics.  Neither 
EiiglanJ,  nor  Holland*  nor  Prutostant  Germany,  could  re-, 
noiiiire  liiiii,  even  should  he  renounce  "  the  relii^ion."  Nor! 
couhl  the  French  Huguenots  exist  without  that  protection! 
whicii,  even  although  Catholic,  he  couhl  still  extend  to  thenij 
when  he  should  be  accepted  as  king  by  the  Catholics. 

Hereditiiry  mouareh  by  French  law  and  history,  released 
from  his  heresy  by  the  authority  that  could  bind  and  loo.-se^^ 
purged  as  with    li3'SS0p   and    waslied    whiter    than  snow,  itl 
should  go  hard  with  him  if  Pliilip,  and  Famese,  aud  MAyeiineJ 
and  all  the  pikemen  and  reiters  they  might  muster,  could 
keep  him  very  long  from  the  throne  of  his  ancestors. 

Nothing   could   mat  eh  the  ingenuousness   with  which  ho] 
demanded   the   iiistruetiou  whenever  the  fitting  time  for  it! 
should  arrive ;  as  if,  instead  of  having  been  a  professor  l>otlt 
of  the  Calvinist  and  Catholic  persuasion,  and  having  relapsed  ' 
from  both,  he  had  been  some  innocent  Peruvian  or  Hindoo, 
who  WHS   invited   to   listen   to   preachings  and   to  examine 
dogmas  for  the  very  lirst  time  in  his  life. 

Yet  PhOip   had  good   grounds  for  hoping  a   favourable] 
result  from  his  political  and  military  manceuvre.     He  enter-  [ 
taiiied  little  doubt  that  France  belonged  to  him  or  to  his  I 
daughter;  that  the  most  powerful  party  in  the  country  was J 
in  favour  of  his  claims,  jirovided  ho  would  pay  the  voter*] 
liberally  euough  for  their  support,  and  that  if  the  worst  camo 
to  the  woret  it  would  always  be  in  bis  power  to  dismeml>er 
the  kingdom,  and   to  reserve  the  lion's  share   for  himself, 
while  distributing  some  of  the  pj'ovinces  to  the  most  promi«| 
nent  of  his  confederates. 

The  sixteen  tyrants  of  Paris  had  already,  as  wo  have  seen,) 
urged  the  crown  upon  him,  provided  ho  would  est^iblish  inl 
Fmnce  the   Inquisition,   the  council  of  Trent,   and  other^ 
acceptable    institutions,    besides    distributing    judiciously   a 
good  many  lucrative   ollices  among  various  classes  of  his 
adherents. 
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The  Duke  of  Mayenne,  iu  his  own  name  and  that  of  all 
the  Catholics  of  France,  formally  demanded  of  bim  to  main- 
tain two  armies,  forty  tlioiisand  men  in  all,  to  be  respectively 
nnder  eomniand  of  the  duko  himself  and  of  Alexander 
Farneae,  and  regularly  to  pay  for  them.     These  projwsitions, 

haa  been  seen,  were  carried  into  eflect  as  neai-ly  as  pos- 

ble,  at  enormous  expense  to  lliilip's  exchequer,  and  he 
naturally  expected  as  good  faith  on  the  part  of  Mayeune, 

In  the  same  paper  in  which  the  demand  was  made  Philip 
was  urged  to  declare  himself  king  fjf  France.  He  was  assured 
that  the  measure  could  be  accompli^shed  "by  freely  hestowing 
marqnijsates,  baronies,  and  peerages,  in  order  to  content  the 
avarice  and  ambition  of  many  persons,  without  at  the  same 
time  dissipating  the  greatness  from  which  all  these  members 
depeudt'd.  Pepin  and  Charlemagne,"  said  the  memorialists, 
"  who  were  foreigners  and  Saxons  by  nation*  did  as  much  in 
order  to  get  possession  of  a  kingdom  to  which  they  had  no 
other  right  except  that  which  they  acquired  there  by  their 
jirndence  and  force,  and  after  them  Hugh  Cnpet,  mucli 
inferior  to  them  iji  force  and  authority,  following  their 
example,  had  the  same  good  fortune  for  himself  and  his 
posterity,  and  one  which  still  endures. 

"  If  the  authority  of  the  holy  see  could  support  the  scheme 
at  the  same  time/'  continued  Mayeune  and  fi-iends,  "  it  would 

a  great  help.  But  it  being  perilous  to  ask  for  that  assist- 
nce  before  striking  the  blow,  it  would  be  better  to  obtain  it 
after  the  execution." '' 

That  these  wholesome  opinions  wore  not  entirely  original 
on  the  part  of  Mayenne,  nor  produced  spontaneously,  wos 
plain  from  the  secret  instructions  given  by  Philip  to  his 
aToys,  Don  Bemnrdiiio  de  Meodoza,  John  Baptist  de  Tassis, 
ad  the  commander  Moreo,  whom  he  had  sent  soon  after  the 
death  of  Henry  HI.  to  confer  with  Cardinal  Gaetano  in 
Pun's. 

They  were  told,  of  course,  to  do  everything  in  their  ]X)wer 
to  prevent  the  election  of  the  Prince  of  Bcarne,  **  being  as 

»  Aroh.  de  Sinumcaa  (Paris),  A  57,      .    MS. 
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he  was  a  heretic,  obstinate  and  confirmed,  who  had  sucked 
heresy  with  his  mother^s  milk."    The  legate  was  warned  that^^H 
"if  Iho  Bi'iirnesc  should  make  a  show  of  converting  himaelfi^^ 
it  wt»uld  be  frigid  and  fabricated.''* 

If  they   were   asked    whom   Philip   desired    for   king— ft 
question  which  certainly  seemed  probable  under  the  circum- 
stances— they  were  t^j  reply  that  his  foremost  wish  was  to 
establish  the  Catholic  reh'gion  in  the  kingdom,  and  lliat 
whatever  was  most  conducive  to  that  end  would  l»e  meet 
agreeable  to  him.     **  As  it  is  however  desirable,  in  order  to 
arrange  matters,  that  you  should  be  informed  of  everything,'*, 
said  his  Majesty,  *'  it  is  proper  that  you  should  know  that  I 
have   two   kinds  of  right   to   all   that  there   is  over   there. 
Firstly,  because  the  crown  of  France  has  been  usurped  froi 
me,  my  ancestor  having  been  unjustly  excluded  by  forei, 
occupation  of  it ;  and  secondly,  because  I  claim  the  eaui* 
crown  as  first  male  of  the  house  of  Valois."  * 

Here   certaioly  were   comprehensive  pretensions,  and 
was  obvious  that  the  king*a  desire  for  the  establishment 
the  Catholic  religion  must  have  been  very  lively  to  enable 
him  to  invent  or  accept  such  astonishing  fictions. 

15ut  his  own  claims  were  but  a  portion  of  the  case. 
daughter  and  possible  spouse  had  rights  of  her  own,  hard«  ii 
his  opiuion,  to  be  gainsaid.  '*  Over  and  alx)ve  all  this, 
Philip,  "  my  eldest  daughter,  the  Infanta,  has  two  other 
rights ;  one  to  all  the  states  which  as  dower-property  are  i 
joined  by  matrimony  and  through  females  to  this  crowo^H 
wldch  now  come  to  her  in  direct  line,  and  the  other  to  the^^ 
crown  itself,  which  belongs  directly  to  the  said  Infauta,  tin 
matter  of  the  Salic  law  being  a  mere  invention."'* 

Thus   it   would  appear  that  Philip   was    the  legiti 
representative,    not  only  of  the  ancient  races    of  F: 


*  Inetnuvton  que  so  diu  A  Don  B.  de 
Men<IoZ:k,  J.  D.  do  Tiiasis,  y  ol  Com. 
Mnrof).  Htino  1589.   (A  rcli.  de  Simanoos 

*  "  Esbuen  quo  sepnys  quo  yo  tengo 
df>g  inaucrns  do  dereoho  a  In  de  ay ; 
por  unn  pnrte  a  In  que  too  tiene  uaiir- 


pftdo  earn  oocoda  aviendo  lo  < 
injufltamenti?  o  mios  ]imm1o^  ; 
otra  a  In  tniaiiia  corona  oomn' 
innyor  dv  dins  do  In  com  Vain 
que  do  nuM dostn  tune  i>inf.-t  dt« 
citos  Ia  Infantn  nii  hiju  luuvor."  tbb- 

«  ri.fd. 


1592.  CLAIMS  OF  PHILIP  TO  THE  CROWN  OF  FRANCE. 


monarchs — whether  Merovingians,  Carlovingians,  or  otherwiso 
was  not  stated — but  also  of  the  uaurpiiig  houses  themselves, 
by  whose  mtrusion  those  earlier  clyntwtiea  had  been  ejected, 
being  the  eldest  male  heir  of  the  extinct  lino  of  ValoLs,  while 
his  daughter  was,  if  possible,  even  more  legitimately  the 
sovereign  and  iiroprietor  of  France  than  he  was  himself. 

Nevertheless  in  his  magnaiiimuus  desu-e  for  the  peace  of 
the  world  and  the  advancement  of  the  interests  of  the  Church, 
he  WHS,  if  red  need  to  extremities,  willing  to  forego  his  own 
individual  rights — when  it  should  ftpj»ear  that  they  could  by 
no  possibility  be  enforced — in  favour  of  his  daughter  and  of 
the  husband  whom  he  should  select  for  her. 

"  Thus  it  may  be  seen,"  said  the  self-denying  man,  "  that  I 
know  how,  for  the  sake  of  the  public  repose,  to  strip  myself  of 
my  private  property,"' 

Afterwards,  when  secretly  iui?tnicting  the  Duke  of  Feria, 

about    to   proceed   to   Paris   for  the   sake    of  settling   the 

sovereignty  of  the  kingdom,  he  reviewed  the  whole  subject, 

setting  forth  substantially  the  same   intentions.      That  the 

Prince  of  Bc'urne  could  ever  possibly  succeed  to  the  throne 

of  his  ancestors  was  an  idea  to  be  treated  only  with  sublime 

scorn  by  all  right-minded  and  sensible  men.     "The  members 

,  of  the  House  of  B<nn'b<jn,''  said  he,  **  pretend  that  by  right  of 

blood  the  crown  belongs  to  thera,  and  hence  is  derived  the 

1  pretension  made  by  tlio  Prince  of  Bearne ;  but  if  there  were 

[  wanting  other  very  suihcient  causes  to  prevent  this  claim — 

I  wliich  however  are  not  wanting — it  is  quite  enough  that  he  is 

[  a  relapsed  heretic,  declared  to  be  such  by  the  Apostolic  See, 

an<l  pronounced  incompetent,  as  well  as  the  other  members 

'  of  his  house,  all  of  them,   to  say  the   least,  encouragers  of 

heresy ;  so  that  not  one  of  them  can  ever  be  king  of  France, 

where  there  have  been  such  religious  princes  in  time  past, 


*  "Troa  eptn,  coino  yo  tiro  il  sunvo 
Wfmro  dtwHi*  jvyno  muB  ijuti  n  iuto- 
rcasa  projirioB  farilaiontc  nie  nLal-crriu 
tl»  Im  prctencjniif  s  i^no  me  locmv,  cnii 
mhtt  qur  aciu  tuuy  bicD  fundadaH  »i 
Tif^Mi^  iibrine  [merUi  a  que  conHi- 
^trido  Uui  suyaa  la  Liraiitu  y  por  via 


tie  ciisamiento  quo  estuviwao  bicn  » 
totliw — qvio  iiirnus  Houjlirtis  y  *;cloa 
ciuiHoria  JiTs  iiivi«li<i9o«  do  ftiom — aiui 
pfira  qut'  eu  vea  que  Mkbo  pnr  ol  mxh 
aiogo  publiiw  desinxdurine  de  mi  p»ir- 
'  ticular."    ^M8.  \a&i  cited.) 
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wlio  have  justly  merited  the  name  of  Most  Christian ;  and  80 
there  is  no  possibility  of  permitting;  him  or  any  of  his  house 
to  aspire  to  the  throne,  or  to  have  the  subject  even  tiriited  of 
in  the  estates.  It  should  on  the  contrary  he  entirely  excluded 
as  prejuliciul  to  the  realm  and  unworthy  to  be  even  mentioned 
among  persons  so  Catholic  as  those  alx)ut  to  meet  in  that 
assembly."* 

The  claims  of  the  man  ivhora  his  supiwrtera  already  called 
Uenry  the  Fourth  of  France  being  thus  disposed  of,  Philip 
then  again  alluded  with  his  usual  minuteness  to  the  yarious 
combinations  which  he  had  formed  for  the  tranquillity  and 
good  government  of  that  kingdom  and  of  the  other  provinces 
of  his  world-empire. 

It  must  moreover  be  never  forgotten  that  what  he  said 
passed  with  his  contemporaries  almost  for  oracular  dispensa- 
tions.    What  he   did   or   ordered   to  be  done  was  like  the 
achievements  or  behests  of  a  superhuman  being.     Time,  a»  it  / 
rolls  by,  leaves  the  wrecks  of  many  a  stranded  reputation  to 
bleach  in  the  sunshine  of  after-ages.     It  is  sometimes  as  pro- 
fitable to  learn  what  was  not  done  by  the  great  ones  of  the 
earth,  in  spit-e  of  all  their  efibrts,  as  to  ponder  those  actual  i 
deeds  which   are   patent  to  mjuikind.     The  Past  was  once] 
the  Present,  and  once  the  Future,  bright  with  rainbows  or ' 
black    with    impending   storm ;  for  history   is  a  continaons 
whole  of  which  wo  see  only  fi-agments. 

He  who  at  the  epoch  with  ^vhich  we  are  now  occupie<l  waa 
deemed  greatest  and  wisest  among  the  sons  of  earth,  at  whose 
threats  men  quailed,  at  whose  vast  and  intricate  schemes  men 
gasjied  in  pale-faced  awe,  has  left  behind  him  the  record  of  hig 
interior  being.  Let  us  consider  whether  he  was  so  potent  as 
his  fellow  mortals  believed,  or  whether  his  greatness  waaj 
merely  their  littleness;  whether  it  was  carved  out  of  the 
inexhaustible  but  artificial  quarry  of  human  degradation 
Let  ns  see  whether  the  execution  was  consonant  with  till 
inordinate  plotting ;  whether  the  price  in  money  and  blood- 

•  lustnicoioti  geneml  p«u*  el  Daque  de  Ferim  Madrid.  2  Kuero,  li»9fi,  A» 
57,  '",  MS. 
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and  certainly  few  human  beings  have  squandered  so  much  of 
either  as  did  Philip  the  Prudent  in  his  long.career — was  high 
or  low  for  the  work  achievi'd 

Were  after  genenitionsto  learn,  only  after  curious  research, 
of  a  pretender  who  once  called  himself,  to  the  amusement  of 
Ilia  contemporaries,  Henry  the  Fourth  of  France;  or  was 
the  world-empire  for  which  so  many  armies  were  marshalled, 
BO  many  ducats  exj>ended,  go  many  falsehoods  told,  to  prove  a 
bubble  after  all  ?  Time  was  to  show.  Metmtime  wise  men 
of  the  day  who,  like  the  sages  of  every  generatioLi,  read 
the  future  like  a  printed  scroll,  were  pitying  the  delusion  and 
rebuking  the  T^ickedness  of  Henry  the  B^arnese;  persist- 
ing as  he  did  in  his  cruel,  sanguinaiy,  hopeless  attempt  to 
establish  a  vanished  and  impossible  authority  over  a  land  dis^ 
tructed  by  civil  war. 

Nothing  could  be  calmer  or  more  reasonable  than  the 
language  of  the  gi*eat  champion  of  the  Inquisition. 

"  And  as  President  Jeannin  informs  me,"  he  said,  "  that  the 
Catholii's  have  the  intention  of  electing  me  king,  that  appear- 
ing to  them  the  gentlest  and  safest  methoil  to  smooth  all 
rivalries  likely  to  arise  among  the  princes  aspiring  to  the 
crown,  I  reply,  as  you  will  see  by  the  copy  herewith  sent. 
You  will  observe  thut  after  not  refusing  myself  to  that  which 
may  bo  the  will  of  our  Lord,  should  there  be  no  other  mode 
of  serving  Him,  above  all  I  desire  that  which  concerns  my 
daughter,  since  to  her  belongs  the  kingdom.  I  desire  nothing 
else  nor  anything  for  myself,  nor  for  anybody  else,  except  as 
a  means  for  her  to  arrive  at  her  right."" 

He  had  taken  particular  pains  to  secure  his  daughter's 
right  in  Brittany,  while   the  Duchess   of  Mercceur,  by  the 


•  "  Y  por  qoe  dixoque  avia  voluntad 
en  loii  Otitoljcos  da  rinaibnume  a  mi 
par  »u  rey.  pareciemloli-s  osto  maa 
eauve  y  stipiro  para  allauar  las  eom- 
p«>tcn<-ia*t  quu  paede  ftwr  eu(je  loa 
iui9Ui()d  principos  quo  uapiran  a  I'Btos, 
•e  le  rt'B[»urnlio  lo  que  ven-ys  jter  hi 
copiu  quf  cot)  C'itta.  8c  embin  pordoiidt^ 
vutcudvi^yd  que  Inis  no  negiiiiiie  a  lo 
que    facssii    vulunhid    de  n">   8eAor 


quando  no  buTiease  otro  medio  para 
su  Bcrricio,  lu  que  Hobre  todo  deuseo  es 
lo  que  t<x?a  a  mi  hija,  pnea  a  ella 
Tcnga  t'l  Tcyiio ;  yo  no  qiiiero  otra 
c«.>sii  ui  luidii  para  mi  ni  paru  otro,  siiio 
c»  por  toTij't'dor  y  medio  para  qne  ellu 
oonaiga  eu  dcrccho,'  Instrucrioa  Ge- 
neral para  ol  Duquo  de  Ferta,  &c, 
{iiB.  before  cited.} 
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secret  orders  of  her  husband,  had  sent  a  certain  ecclesiastic 
to  Spain  to  make  over  the  sovereignty  of  this  province  to 
tlie  Infanta.  Philip  directed  that  the  utmost  secrecy  should 
be  observed  in  regard  to  this  transaction  with  the  duke  and 
duchess,  and  promised  the  duke,  as  his  reward  for  these  pro- 
]R>sed  services  in  dismembering  bis  country,  the  government 
of  tlie  province  for  himself  and  his  heirs.^" 

For  the  king  waa  quite  determined — in  case  his  efforta  to 
obtain  the  cro\Yn  for  himself  or  for  his  daughter  were  im- 
guccessful — to  dismember  France,  with  the  assistance  of  thoee 
eminent  Frenchmen  who  were  now  so  industriously  aiding 
him  in  his  prujc^fti?. 

^'  iVnd  iti  the  third  place,"  said  he,  in  his  secret  instructions 
to  Feria,  "  if  for  the  sins  of  all,  we  don't  manage  to  make  any 
election,  and  if  therefore  the  kingdom  (of  France)  has  to 
come  to  separation  and  to  be  ihvided  into  many  hands ;  in 
this  case  wo  must  propose  to  the  l^uke  of  Mayenne  to 
assist  bim  in  getting  possession  of  Normandy  for  himself, 
and  as  to  the  rest  of  the  kingdom,  I  shall  take  for  myself 
that  which  seems  good  to  me — all  of  us  assisting  each 
other."" 

But  unfortunately  it  was  difficult  for  any  of  these  fellow- 
labourers  to  a.ssist  eacli  other  very  tlioroughly,  while  tliey 
detested  each  other  m  cordially  and  suspected  each  other  with 
sueli  good  reason. 

]Moreo,  Ybarra,  Feria,  Parma,  all  assured  their  maater 
that  Mayenne  was  taking  Spanish  money  as  fast  as  he 
foiild  get  it,  but  witli  the  sole  purpose  of  ranking  hiuisel/ 
king.  As  to  any  of  the  ilouse  of  Lorraine  obtaining  the  hand 
of  the  Infanta  and  the  throne  with  it,  Feria  assured  Philip 


I''  Initruccion  secreta  para  Don 
Mendo  de  la  Desmo,  2  MarcL.  1591. 

( Ardi.  de  Siinnucaa,  A  57,  '**•  MS.) 

"  "El  tercero  si  por  peoadaa  de 
todo«  no  se  accrtoaae  a  liaser  elcotioii 
nin^uiia,  j  osiii  liuvieese  de  Tonir  a 
qud  rcjriio  en  disipaoiou,  y  dividirse 
CO  inuohos  tuuDOii,  y  en  eifto  ca^o  ee 
nfrecio  al  Duqao  do  Umenn  de  naktir* 
lu  i>ara  quo  8c  apodoro  de  NonnAndin 


para  si.  y  que  de  lo  demaa   tooM  jo 
para  mi  lo  qae  mc  pareoiere,  Bjittlanv 

noft  bicn  uno  a  otro." 

lustrucdoD  secrota  lo  que  to*  Dan 

Lorenzo  Suarez  do  Fil  '^  tqHB 

de   Feria,  mi   primo  n  rar 

entendidu  du  nift*  •■<!  Jii» 

slnirrioD  p'UtTrtl  ■  ■  itV 

15i»2.    .Vit3h.de  -  M& 

A.  57/". 
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that  Mayenne  "  would  sooner  give  the  crown  to  the  Grand 
Turk;'« 

Nt'vertJieless  Philip  tlionght  it  necessary  to  continne 
making  use  of  the  duke.  Both  were  indefatigable  therefore  in 
expressing  feeh'ngs  of  boundless  confidence  each  in  the  other. 

It  has  been  seen  too  how  entirely  tiie  king  relied  on  the 
genius  and  devotion  of  Alexander  Fumese  to  carry  out  his 
great  schemes ;  and  certainly  never  had  monarch  a  more 
fui tl » ful ,  unscriipul  nus,  and  dexterous  servant.  Remonstrating, 
aiivising,  but  still  obeying — entirely  without  conscience, 
unless  it  were  conscience  to  carry  out  his  master's  commands, 
even  when  most  puerile  or  most  chalx)lical— he  was  neverthe- 
less the  object  of  Philip's  constant  suspicion,  and  felt  himself 
placed  under  perpetual  though  secret  supervision. 

Commander  liloreo  was  unwearied  in  blackening  the  duke's 
character,  au<l  in  maligrn'ng  his  every  motive  and  action,  and 
greedily  did  tlie  king  incline  his  ear  to  the  calumnies  steadily 
instilled  by  the  chivalrous  spy. 

"  He  has  caused  all  the  evil  we  are  suffering,"  said  Bforeo. 
**  Wlian  he  sent  Egniout  to  France  'twas  without  iiifautry, 
although  Egniont  begged  hard  for  it,  as  did  likewise  the 
Lt^-guto,  Don  Cernardiuo,  and  Tassis.  Had  he  dune  this  there 
is  no  doubt  at  all  that  tlie  Catholic  cause  in  Franco  would 
have  been  safe,  and  your  Majesty  would  now  have  the  control 
over  that  kingdom  which  you  desire.  This  is  the  opinion  of 
friends  and  lues.  I  went  to  the  Duke  of  I'arma  and  made 
free  to  tell  him  that  the  whole  world  would  blame  him  fop 
the  damage  done  to  Christianity,  since  your  Majesty  had 
exonerated  yourself  by  ordering  him  to  go  to  the  assistance 
of  the  French  Catholics  with  all  the  zeal  possible.  Upon  this 
he  was  so  disgusted  that  lie  \nw  never  shown  me  a  civil  face 
since.  I  doubt  whether  he  will  send  or  go  to  France  at  all, 
and  although  the  Duke  of  ^Fayenne  despatches  couriers  every 
day  with  protestations  tmd  words  that  would  soften  rocks, 
I  see  no  indications  of  a  movement."" 

"  Duke  of  Fcriu  to  Philip.    Arcli.  do  SimanoftB  (PariB)^  B.  75,  26  to  30. 
cited  hjr  Otpcl1;;ii«-,  vi.  'JfiW. 
•'  Monio  to  Philip.  22  Juiu-,  1590.    (Arolt.  do  Simuiiciui  MS.) 
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Thoa^  vfaile  Uie  duke  was  making  great  military  pre- 
paratioQjB  for  inTading  France  without  means ;  pawning  his 
own  property  to  get  bread  for  his  staning  Teterans,  and 
hanging  those  Teterans  wbom  stanring  had  made  mutinoas, 
he  was  depicted,  to  the  most  suspicious  and  unforgiTiug 
mortal  that  erer  wore  a  crown,  as  a  traitor  and  a  mhv\, 
and  this  while  he  was  renouncing  his  own  judicious  and 
well-considered  policy  in  obedience  to  the  wild  schemes  of 
his  master. 

"I  must  make  bold  to  remind  your  3Iaj<^%'*  Agaia 
whispered  the  spy,  "  that  there  never  was  an  Italian  prince 
who  iailed  to  pursue  his  own  ends,  and  that  there  are  few 
in  the  world  that  are  not  wishing  to  become  greater  than 
they  are.  This  man  here  could  strike  a  gre^iter  blow 
tlian  all  the  rest  of  them  put  together.  Remember  that 
there  is  not  a  villain  anywhere  that  does  not  desire  the  death 
of  your  Majesty.  Believe  me,  and  send  to  cut  oflT  my  head  if 
it  shall  be  found  that  I  am  speaking  from  passion,  or  from 
other  motive  than  pure  zeal  for  your  royal  service."  ^* 

The  reader  wiU  remember  into  what  a  paroxysm  of  rage 
Alexander  was  tlirown  on  a  former  occasion,  when  secretly 
invited  to  listen  to  propositions  by  which  the  sovereignty 
over  the  Netherlands  was  to  be  secured  to  himself,  and  how 
near  he  was  to  inflicting  mortal  punishment  with  his  own  hand 
on  the  man  who  had  ventured  to  broach  that  treasonable 
matter.^* 

Such  projects  and  propositions  were  ever  floating,  as  it 
were,  in  the  atmosphere,  and  it  was  impossible  for  the  most 
just  men  to  escape  suspicion  in  the  mind  of  a  king  who  fed 
upon  suspicion  as  his  daily  bread.  Yet  nothing  could  be 
fouler  or  falser  than  the  calumny  which  described  Alexander 
as  unfaithful  to  Philip.    Had  he  served  his  God  as  he  served 


'«  iloxw  to  Philip,  22  Jane,  1590.  i 
**H(»  ntxovcni  a  decir  qoe  so  acuenle 
v.  M.  que  no  buy  priucipc  iu  Italia 
qui  deje  de  ttner  bUB  fines,  y  que  bay 
{Kicofl  en  el  mundo  qtil  no  tengiui 
pneste  la  miru  a  acr  ma»— y  el  do 
aqnf    podiia    n    quiere    dar    oiayor 


golpe  que  todoa  los  demaa— y  qw  M 
hay  hoDibre  malo  axti  no  deaao*  lA 
muerte  do  V.  M'.  CtriiIo  y  mn*fT— ^ 
oortar  la  cab4.'Zii  ni  liallarc  qnc  ifiiro 
por  pasion  ni  o(rr>  que  celo  liiuztto  u*I 
Bervicio  de  V.  W^r 
»*  See  vol.  11.  of  this  work,  pu  S99, 
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his  master  perhaps  his  record  before  the  highest  trihunal 
would  have  been  a  clearer  one. 

And  in  the  same  vein  in  which  he  wrote  to  the  monarch 
in  person  did  the  crafty  Moren  write  to  the  principal  secretary 
ol"  state,  idiaquez,  whose  mind,  os  well  as  his  master's,  it  was 
useful  to  poison,  and  who  was  in  daily  communication  with 
Philip. 

*•  Let  us  make  sure  of  Flanders,"  said  he,  *'  otherwise  we 
shall  all  of  us  be  well  cheated.  1  will  tell  you  something  of 
that  which  I  have  already  told  his  Majesty,  only  not  all, 
referring  you  to  Tassis,  who,  as  a  personal  witness  to  many 
things,  will  have  it  in  his  power  to  undeceive  his  Majesty. 
I  have  seen  very  clearly  that  the  duke  is  disgusted  with  his 
Majesty,  and  one  day  he  told  me  that  he  cared  not  if  the 
whole  World  went  to  destruction,  only  not  Flanders.'" 

"  Another  day  he  told  me  that  there  was  a  report  abroad 
that  his  jMajesty  was  sending  to  arrest  him,  by  means  of  the 
Duke  of  Pastrana,  and  lookijig  at  mo  he  said :  *  8eo  here, 
aeignior  commander,  no  threats,  as  if  it  were  in  the  power  of 
mortal  man  to  arrest  me,  much  less  of  such  fellows  as  these.' " 

"  But  this  is  but  a  small  part  of  what  1  could  say,"  con- 
tinued the  detective  knight-commander,  "  for  I  don't  like  to 
trust  these  ciphers.  But  bo  certain  that  nnbody  in  Flanders 
.ipshes  well  to  these  estates  or  to  tlie  Catholic  cause,  and  the 
dates  of  the  Duke  of  Parma  go  about  saying  that  it  does 
not  suit  the  Italian  poti*ntates  to  have  his  Majesty  as  great  a 
monarch  as  he  is  trying  to  be."  '* 

This  is  but  a  sample  of  the  dangerous  stuff  with  which  the 
royal  mind  was  steadily  drugged,  day  after  day,  by  those  to 
whom  Famese  was  especially  enjoined  to  give  his  confidence. 
Later  on  it  \vill  be  seen  how  much  ellect  was  thus  produced 
both  upon  the  king  and  upon  the  duke.  Moreo,  Mendoza, 
and  Tassis  were  placed  about  the  governor-general,  nominally 
as  his  counsellors,  in  reality  as  police-officers. 

**  Moreo  to  Don  I.  do  Idinqu*  z,  30  [  como  ai  fuesc  cn  poder  de  Lombre 
Jao.  151iU.    !  Arch,  de  Simancna  MSj      liumauo    que   mo   jjudirae    prouder, 

'7  Ibid.      "  Y  vieiidnme  dixo,   mire    qiinnlo  ma«  8einiFJ'.izjte  gente,''  4c. 
ScLor  Com*'"'   <nic  calle  do  amt'UrtZjjj,        '*  Ibid. 
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**  Yoii  arc  to  confer  regularly  with  Mendoza,  Tassis,  and 
Moreo,"  said  Philip  to  Famese.'* 

"You  arc  to  assist,  correspond,  and  harmonize  in  every 
way  with  the  Duke  of  Parma,"  wrote  Philip  to  Mendoza, 
Tassis,  and  Moreo."^'  And  thus  cordiall  ■  and  harmoniously 
were  the  trio  assisting  and  correspond [n<i^  with  the  dnke. 

But  Moreo  was  riglit  in  not  wishing  to  trust  the  cij>hei^ 
and  indeed  he  had  trusted  them  too  ranch,  for  Famese  wa« 
very  well  aware  of  his  intrigues,  and  complained  bitterly  of 
them  to  the  king  and  to  Idiuquez. 

Most  eloquently  and  indignantly  did  he  complain  of  the 
calumnies,  ever  renewing  themselves,  of  whieh  he  vnts  the 
subject.  ''Tis  this  goo<l  Jloreo  who  is  the  author  of  the  hist 
falsehoods,"  said  he  to  the  secretary ;  "  and  this  is  but  poor 
payment  for  my  having  neglected  my  family,  my  parents  and 
children  for  so  many  years  in  the  king's  service,  and  put  my 
life  ever  on  the  hazard,  that  these  fellows  should  be  allowed  to 
revile  me  and  make  game  of  me  now,  inste-ad  of  assisting  me."" 

lie  was  at  that  time,  after  almost  superhuman  exertion*, 
engaged  in  the  famous  relief  of  Paris.  lie  had  gone  tliere,  he 
said,  against  his  judgment  and  remonstrating  with  his  Majesty 
on  the  insufficiency  of  men  and  money  for  such  an  enterprise^ 
His  army  was  lialf-mutinoua  and  unprovided  with  food,  nrtil- 
lery,  or  munitions;  and  then  he  found  himself  slandered, 
ridiculed,  his  life's  life  lied  away.  'Twas  poor  payment  for 
liis  services,  he  exclaimed,  if  his  Majesty  should  give  ear  to 
these  calumuiators,  and  should  give  him  no  chance  of  ron- 
fronting  his  accujsei-a  and  clearing  his  reputation.  Moreo 
detested  him,  as  he  knew,  and  Prince  Doria  said  that  the 
commander  once  spoke  so  ill  of  Farnese  in  Genoa  that  he  WM 
on  the  point  of  beating  him ;  while  Moreo  afterwards  told 
the  story  as  if  he  had  been  maltreated  because  of  defending 
Farnese  against  Doria's  slanders.^ 


»»  riiilip  to  PtUTOo.  30  Jan.  1590.  I 
(Arch,  d*'  Siiuftiimrt  MS.)  j 

*'  luBlruccion  que  8.  M.  dto  a  J.  B. 
TBwia,  porn  Iknt  B.  do  Metidozft  and 
Coiu'^'««»  Moreti.  Mny  a.  15i>0.     i>nh. 


do  Simanms  M8.1 

«  Parmn  to  Idiaqaex.  20  Oct,  1000. 
(Arcli.  do  Sitmuiau  MS.) 

"  Putma  to  Philip:  matt  d*t<t. 
Ibid. 
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And  still  iiKjro  veljomoiitly  did  hn  inveigh  ag'ainst  Moreo 
in  his  direct  appeals  to  Philip.'^  He  l»ad  inteuded  to  pass  over 
his  calumnies,  of  which  iie  was  well  aware,  because  he  did  not 
care  to  trouble  the  dead — for  Moreo  meantime  hud  suddenly 
died,  and  the  gossips,  of  course,  s^iid  it  was  of  I'^arneso 
poison"^ — but  he  had  just  discovered  by  documents  that  the 
conimnnder  had  been  steuflJly  and  constajitly  pouring  these 
his  calumnies  into  the  monarch's  ears.  He  denoimced  every 
charge  as  h'es,  and  demanded  proof.  Moreo  had  further  been 
endeavouring  to  pnyudice  the  1  )uke  of  Mayenne  against  the 
King  of  Spain  and  himself,  saying  tlmt  he,  Famese,  had  been 
commissioned  to  take  Mayenne  into  custody,  with  plenty  of 
similar  lies. 

"  But  what  I  most  feel,"  said  Alexander,  witli  honest  wratli, 
"  is  to  see  that  your  Majesty  gives  ear  to  them  without  making 
the  demonstration  which  my  services  merit,  and  has  not  st^ut 
to  inform  me  of  them,  seeing  that  thpy  may  involve  my  re- 
putation and  honour.  People  have  made  more  account  of 
these  cahmmies  than  of  my  actions  performed  upon  the 
theatre  of  the  world.  I  comphiin,  after  all  my  toils  and 
dangers  iji  your  Majesty's  service,  just  whon  I  stowl  with  my 
soul  in  my  mouth  and  death  in  ray  teeth,  forgetting  children, 
house,  and  frienils,  to  be  treated  thus,  instead  of  receiving 
rewards  and  honour,  an<l  boiug  enabled  to  leave  to  my  children, 
what  was  better  than  all  the  riches  the  royal  band  could 
be«tow,  an  unsidlied  and  honourable  name."'^ 

He  prot-ested  that  his  reputation  had  so  much  suffered  that 
he  would  prefer  to  retire  to  some  remote  comer  as  a  humble 


«  Parma  to  Philip,  20  Oct.  loOO. 
(Areb.  dv  Siiniincns  MS.j 

*♦  "  Murio  eu  Miaux  u  loa  troyntA 
de  Ago«to  (1590  i  el  Coim-ndadur  Jurm 
Moreo."  says  Colooiu  (iii.  47,  (48, 
*•  iuonbre  do  Ingcnio  prompto  y  arti- 
ficioao,  que  de  rurMleradns  priticipioa 
do  un  jHinre  Cabulkro  di7  Malta,  llego 
4  KT  priiutr  Mobil  do  las  furioHa^ 
gwsma  tin*}  abrumiTon  taiiti^s  o&os  » 
rmnditf  r-irt-sdvo  gaslador  de  la 
hazipTidu  <\fl  rey,  y  atreridiitsimo  com- 
prador dc  voluutadeji;   cste   gauo   la 


del  Duqu©  do  Guiea  de  manero  que  lo 
hizo  l!ls]Kiaol  de  corazon,  y  !c  eontlnno 
ell  i-l  ahorrecimitinto  contra  los  herejos, 
y  aU8  fautures  sin  exeopriou  de:  p<rsona, 
tun  a  la  rkiscubterta  quo  le  cotsto  la 
Tida :  a  el  at",  diio  que  le  cosU'i  la  stiya 
lo  que  escriviu  al  ny  outitra  t-l  Duque 
do  Parma ;  murio  otsi  al  iinproviao 
dcspues  de  eiirto  bunqurtL',  que  i)Cft- 
sioTio  c'Mta  fatna,  y  en  que  \v  tnu;u  no 
menos  iniamia  que  acrecentttmiento.** 
="  Ibid. 
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servant  of  the  king,  and  leave  a  post  which  had  made  him  so 
odioiia  to  all.  Above  all,  he  entreated  his  Majesty  to  look 
upon  this  whole  affair  "  not  only  like  a  king  but  like  a  gentle- 
man." ^ 

Philip  answered  these  coiuplaints  and  reproaches  benig- 
iiantly,  expressed  unbounded  confidence  in  the  duke,  assured 
him  that  llie  culuinjiies  of  his  supjK)sod  enemies  could  produce 
no  effect  upon  the  royal  mind,  and  coolly  professed  to  ha^"e 
entirely  forgotten  having  n^-eived  any  such  letter  as  that  of 
which  his  nephew  complained.  "At  any  rate  I  have  mislaid 
it,"  he  said,  "  so  that  you  see  how  much  account  it  was  with 
me."" 

As  the  king  w  as  m  the  habit  of  receiving  such  letters  erery 
week,  not  only  from  the  commander,  since  deceased,  hot 
from  ybarra  and  others,  his  memory,  to  say  the  least,  seemed 
to  have  grown  remarkably  feeble.  But  the  sequel  will  very 
soon  show  that  he  had  kept  the  lettei"s  by  him  and  {Rendered 
them  to  mucli  purpose.  To  expect  frankness  and  sincerity 
from  him,  however,  even  in  his  most  intimate  communications 
to  his  most  trusted  servants,  woold  have  been  to  "swim  with 
tins  of  lead.'* 

Such  being  the  private  relations  between  the  conspirati^ 
it  is  in8tructive  to  observe  how  they  dealt  with  each  other 
in  the  gi'eat  game  they  were  playing  for  the  first  throne  in 
Christendom*  The  military  events  have  been  sufficiently 
sketched  in  the  preceding  pages,  but  the  meaning  antl 
motives  of  pnhlic  affairs  can  be  best  understood  by  occasional 
glances  behinil  the  scenes.  It  is  well  for  those  who  would 
maintain  their  faith  in  popular  Governments  to  study  the 
workings  of  the  secret,  irresponsible,  arbitrary  system;  for 
every  Government,  as  every  individual,  must  be  judgetl  at 
last  by  those  moral  laws  which  no  man  bom  of  woman  caT» 
evade. 

During  the  first  French  expedition — in  the  course  of  which 

*•  Paruitt   to  Philip.  20  OeL   \5m.  esto  nopncio.' 
(Arch,  do  Simuncaia  MS.)    "Sta  str-        *?  Philip  to  Ptinna,  5   Dec.  15S0. 

vido  V.  M''  congiiii-riir  no  tan  sola-  (Arch,  dc  Simaacua  MS.) 
meute  con  ojos  de  rpy  ihm  de  oiMillero 
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Famese  had  saved  Paris  from  falling  mto  the  hands  of  Henry, 
and  had  been  doing  his  best  to  convert  it  prospectively  into  the 
capital  of  Ids  master's  empire — it  was  his  duty,  of  course,  to 
represent  as  accurately  as  possible  the  true  state  of  France. 
He  submitted  his  actions  to  his  master's  will,  but  he  never 
withheld  from  hira  the  advantage  that  he  might  bave  derived, 
had  he  so  chosen,  from  his  nejrhew's  luminous  intelligence 
and  patient  observation. 

With  the  chief  personage  he  had  to  deal  with  he  professed 
himself,  at  first,  well  satisfied.  *'  The  Duke  of  Mayenne,*' 
B&id  he  to  Philip,  "persists  in  desiring  your  Majesty  only 
as  King  of  France,  and  will  hear  of  no  other  candidate, 
which  gives  me  satisfaction  such  as  can't  be  exaggerated."* 
Although  there  were  difficulties  in  the  way,  Famese  thought 
that  tlie  two  together  with  God's  help  might  conquer  them. 
"  Certainly  it  is  not  impossible  that  your  Majesty  may  suc- 
ceed," he  said,  "  although  very  problematical ;  and  in  case 
your  ]Majesty  does  succeed  in  that  which  we  all  desire  and  are 
struggling  for,  Mayenne  not  only  demands  the  second  place 
in  the  kingdom  for  himself,  but  the  fief  of  some  great  pro- 
vince for  liis  family."** 

Should  it  not  be  jiossible  for  Philip  to  obtain  the  crown, 
Famese  was,  on  the  whole,  of  opinion  that  Mayenne  had 
better  be  elected.  In  that  event  he  would  make  over 
Brittany  and  Burpindy  to  Philip,  together  with  the  cities 
op|»osite  the  English  coast*  If  they  were  obhged  to  make 
the  duke  king,  as  was  to  be  feared,  they  should  at  any  rate 
exclude  the  Prince  of  Bearne,  and  secure,  what  was  the  chief 
point,  the  Catholic  religion.  •*  This,"  said  Alexander,  "is 
about  what  1  can  gather  of  Mayenne's  views,  and  perhaps  he 
will  put  them  down  in  a  despatch  to  your  Majesty."" 

^Vfter  all,  the  duke  was  explicit  enough.  He  was  for  taking 
all  he  could  get — the  whole  kingdom  if  possible — but  if  foile<l, 

would 


toen  as  large  a  slice  ol  it  as 

**  PttTOia  to  Philip,  21  Oct  15%. 
(Anch.  de  Simancoa  MS.)  "  Que  eg  per- 
Matir  el  D.  de  Umeiia  en  no  pret4?iider 
otfo  rey  qae  V.  M'  en  este  reyno  lo 

TOL.   III. 


:^Mlip 


gl^ 


cuLil  noa  rione  ian  a  cuento  que  oo 
bay  pan  qtw?  encareacello." 

^  SftToe  letter. 

■>  Ibid. 
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price  of  his  serrioes.     And  Pbilip*s  ideas  were  not  materially 
different  from  those  of  the  other  conspirator. 

Both  were  a«>7'eed  on  ooe  tiling.  The  tnie  heir  must  be 
kept  out  of  his  rights,  and  the  Catholic  religion  be  maintained 
ill  its  purity.  As  to  the  inclination  of  the  majority  of  the 
inhabitants,  they  could  hardly  be  in  the  dark.  They  knew 
that  tlie  Bearne^e  wa^  instinctively  demanded  by  the 
nation ;  for  his  accession  to  the  throne  would  furnish  the 
uiily  possible  solution  to  the  entanglements  which  had  so  long 
existed.*' 

As  to  the  true  sentimenfa  of  the  other  politicians  and 
soldiers  of  the  League  with  whom  Famose  came  in  contact 
iu  France,  he  did  not  disguise  from  his  master  that  they  were  ^ 
anything  but  favourable.  H 

"  Thut  you  may  know  the  humour  of  this  kingdom,"  said 
he,  "  aud  the  dilliculties  in  which  I  am  placed,  I  must  tell 
you  that  I  am  by  large  cxiierience  much  confirmed  in  that 
which  I  have  always  suspected.  Men  don*t  love  nor  esteem 
the  royal  name  of  your  Majesty ;  and  whatever  the  benefits 
aud  assii^itance  they  get  from  you  they  have  no  idea  of  any- 
thing redounding  to  your  benefit  and  royal  service,  except  so  fl 
far  as  implied  iu  maintaining  the  Catholic  religion  and  keeping  ™ 
out  the  Beanie.  These  two  things,  however,  they  hold  to  be 
ao  entirely  to  your  Majesty's  profit,  that  all  you  are  doing 
appears  the  fulfilment  of  a  simple  obligati(»n.  They  are  filled 
with  feaiv  jealousy,  and  suspicion  of  your  ^lajesty.  They 
dread  your  acquiring  power  here.  Whatever  negotiations 
they  pretend  in  regard  to  putting  the  kingdom  or  any  of 
their  cities  under  your  protection,  they  have  never  Imd  any 
real  intention  of  doing  it,  but  tlieir  only  olgect  is  to  keep  up 
our  vain  hopes  while  they  are  carrying  out  their  own  ends. 
If  to-day  they  seem  to  have  agreed  uikju  any  measure,  to» 
morrow  they  are  sure  to  get  out  of  it  again.  This  has  always 
been  the  case,  and  all  your  Majesty's  ministers  that  have  had 
dealings  here  would  say  so,  if  they  chose  to  tell  the  truth. 
Meu  are  disgusted  with  the  eutiance  of  the  army,  and  if  they 
'«  Punim  t«.  Philip,  Oct.  3,  15M.    ( ArcL.  t\v  Simancaa  MS.) 
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were  not  cxpectinj:^  a  more  advantageous  peace  in  the  king- 
dom with  my  assistance  tliiin  \dthout  it,  I  don't  know  what 
they  would  do ;  for  I  have  heard  what  I  have  heard  and  seen 
what  I  have  seen.  They  are  afi*aid  of  our  army,  but  they 
want  its  assistance  and  our  money." ^ 

Certainly  if  Philip  desired  enlightenment  as  to  the  real 
condition  of  the  country  he  had  determined  to  appropriate, 
and  the  true  sentiments  of  its  most  influential  inhabitants, 
here  was  the  man  most  competent  of  all  the  world  to  advise 
him,  describing  the  situation  for  hira,day  by  day,  in  the  most 
faithful  manner.  And  at  every  step  the  absolutely  puerile 
inadequacy  of  the  means  employed  by  the  king  to  accom- 
plish his  gigantic  purposes  became  apparent.  If  the  crime 
of  subjugating  or  at  least  dismembering  the  great  kingdom 
of  France  were  to  be  attempted  with  atiy  hope  of  success,  at 
least  it  might  bave  been  expected  tliat  the  man  employed 
to  consummate  the  deed  would  be  furnished  with  more  troops 
and  money  than  would  bo  required  to  appropriate  a  savage 
island  in  the  Caribbean,  or  a  German  principality.  But 
Philip  expected  miracles  to  be  accomplished  by  the  mere 
private  assertion  of  his  will.  It  was  so  easy  to  conquer  realms 
ttt  the  writing  table. 

"  I  don't  say,"  continued  Farnese,  "  if  I  could  have  entered 
France  with  a  competent  army,  well  paid  and  disciplined, 
-with  plenty  of  artillery  and  munitions,  and  with  funds 
enough  to  enable  Mayenno  to  buy  up  the  nobles  of  his 
jiarty,  and  to  concihate  the  leadera  generally  with  presents 
«ind  promises,  that  perhaps  they  might  not  have  softened. 
ZPerhaps  interest  and  fear  would  have  made  that  name  agree- 
«ible  which  pleases  them  so  little,  now  that  the  very  reverse 
«>f  all  this  has  occurred.  My  want  of  means  is  causing  a 
-fclnnisand  disgusts  among  the  natives  of  the  country,  and  it  is 
'tStk  penury  that  will  be  the  chief  cause  of  the  disasters  which 
ixiay  occur."  ^ 

Here  was  sufficiently  plain  speaking.     To  conquer  a  war- 
like nation  without  an  army,  to  purchase  a  rapacious  nobility 
*^  Pwma  to  PUilip,  Ocl.  3,  1590.    (Arch,  de  Sinmncaa  MS.)  **  Ibid. 
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with  an  empty  purso,  wero  tasks  which  might  hreak  the 
stoutest  heart.    They  were  breaking  Alexander's. 

Yet  Philip  had  funds  enough,  if  ho  had  possessed  financial 
ability  himself,  or  any  talent  for  selecting  good  financieia. 
The  richest  countries  of  the  old  world  and  the  new  were 
under  his  ereptre  ;  the  mines  of  Peru  and  Mexico,  the  wealth 
of  farthest  lud,  were  at  hia  disposition;  and  moreover  he 
drove  a  lucrative  traffic  in  the  sale  of  papal  bulls  and  inasBr 
books,  which  were  funusLed  to  him  at  a  very  low  figure,  and 
which  ho  compelled  the  wild  ludians  of  America  and  the 
savages  of  the  Pacific  to  purchase  of  him  at  an  enormous 
advance.  That  very  year,  a  Spanish  earrack  had  been  cap- 
tured by  the  English  off  the  Barbary  coast,  with  an  assorted 
cargo,  the  miscellaneous  nature  of  which  gives  an  idea  of 
royal  commercial  pursuits  at  that  period.  Besides  wine  in 
largo  quantities  there  were  fourteen  hundred  cbcsts  of  quick- 
silver, an  article  iudispensable  to  the  working  of  the  silver 
mines,  and  wliich  no  one  but  the  king  could,  upon  pain  of 
death,  send  to  America.  He  received,  according  to  contract, 
for  every  pound  of  quicksilver  thus  delivered  a  pound  of 
pure  silver,  weight  for  weight.  The  ship  likewise  contained 
ten  cases  of  gilded  mass-books  and  papal  bulls.  Tlie  bails, 
t\vo  million  and  seventy  thousand  in  number,  for  the  dead 
and  the  living,  were  intended  for  the  provinces  of  New 
Spuin,  Yucatan,  Guatemala,  HoudurHS,  and  the  Philippine*. 
The  quicksilver  and  the  bulls  cost  tlie  king  three  hundred 
thousand  ilorios,  but  he  sold  them  fur  five  million.  The 
price  at  wliich  the  bulls  were  to  be  sold  varied — according  to 
the  letters  of  advice  fuund  in  the  ships — from  two  to  four 
reals  a  piece,  and  the  iuhubitants  of  those  conquered  regions 
were  obliged  to  buy  them."  **  Prom  all  this,"  says  a  con- 
temporary chronicler,  **  is  to  bo  seen  what  a  thrifty  tisider 
was  the  king."'"" 

The  affairs  of  France  were  in  such  cx)niii8ion  that  it  was 

imiK>ssiblo  for  them,  according  to  Famese,  to  remain  in  such 

eundition  much  longer  without  bringing  about  entire  di^oom- 

**  Metercn,  xvi.  mo.  »  Ibid. 
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position.  Every  man  was  doing  as  he  chose — whether 
governor  of  a  city,  commander  of  a  district,  or  gentleman  in 
hia  castle.  Many  important  nobles  and  prelates  followed  the 
Bearnese  party,  and  Mayenne  was  entitled  to  credit  for  doing 
aa  well  as  be  did.  There  was  no  pretence,  however,  that  his 
creditable  conduct  was  due  to  anything  but  the  hofx?  of  being 
well  paid.  "  If  your  Majesty  should  decide  to  keep  Mayenne/* 
said  Alexander,  "you  can  only  do  it  with  large  sums  of 
money.  He  is  a  good  Catholic  and  very  firm  in  his  purpose, 
but  is  so  much  opposed  by  his  own  party,  that  if  I  had  not  so 
stimulated  him  by  ho{)e8  of  his  own  grandeur,  ho  would  have 
grown  desperate — such  small  means  has  he  of  maintaining 
his  party— and,  it  is  to  bo  feared,  he  would  have  made  ar- 
rangements with  Bdame,  who  oifers  him  carte-blanche."^ 

The  disinterested  man  had  expressed  his  assent  to  the 
views  of  Philip  in  regard  to  the  assembly  of  the  estates  and 
the  election  of  king,  but  had  claimed  the  sum  of  six  hundred 
thousand  dollars  as  absolutely  necessary  to  the  support  of 
himself  and  followers  until  those  events  should  occur.^  Alex- 
ander not  having  that  sum  at  his  disposal  was  inclined  to 
defer  matters,  but  was  more  and  more  confirmed  in  his 
opinion  that  the  Duke  was  a  "man  of  truth,  faith,  and  hia 
word."*  He  had  distinctly  agreed  that  no  king  should  bo 
elected,  not  satisfactory  to  Philip,  and  had  "stipulated  in 
return  that  he  should  have  in  this  case,  not  only  the  second 
place  in  the  kingdom,  but  some  very  great  and  si)ecial  reward 
in  full  property."^' 

Thus  the  man  of  truth,  faith,  and  his  word  had  no  idea  of 
elling  himself  cheap,  but  manifested  as  much  commercial 
enius  as  the  Fuggers  themselves  could  have  displayed, 
they  been  employed  as  brokers  in  these  mercantile 
transactions. 

Above  all  things,  Alexander  implored  the  king  to  bo 
expeditious,  resolute,  and  hbond ;  for,  after  all,  the  Bearnese 
might  prove   a   more  formidable   competitor   than    he   was 


»  Pamm  to  Philip.  Oct.  3,  1500.     rArdi.  de  Sinoftncoa  MS.)  »^  Ibid. 

»  "  llombrt)  lie  vtialuil,  ft;  y  piilubni."    (lbid.j  "  Ibid. 
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deemed.  **  These  matters  must  be  arranged  while  the  iron  ia 
hot,"  he  said,  **  in  order  that  the  name  and  memory  of  the 
B^ame  and  of  all  his  family  may  be  excluded  at  once  and 
for  ever ;  for  your  Majesty  must  not  doubt  that  the  whole 
kingdom  inclines  to  hira,  both  because  he  is  natural  successor 
to  the  crown,  and  because  in  this  way  the  civil  war  would 
cease.  The  only  tiling  that  gives  trouble  is  the  religious 
defect,  80  that  if  this  should  be  remedied  in  appearance, 
even  if  falsely,  men  would  spare  no  pains  nor  expense  in  his 
cause."  *° 

No  human  being  at  that  moment,  assuredly,  could  Wtk 
into  the  immediate  future  accurately  enough  to  see  whether 
the  name  and  memory  of  the  man,  whom  his  adherents 
called  Henry  the  Fourth  of  France,  and  whom  Spaniards, 
legitimists  and  enthusiastic  papists,  called  the  Prince  of 
Bearne,  were  to  be  for  ever  excluded  from  the  archives  of 
France  ;  whether  Henry,  after  spending  the  whole  of  bis  life 
us  a  pretender,  was  destined  to  bequeath  the  same  empty 
part  to  his  descendants,  should  they  thmk  it  worth  their  while 
to  play  it.  Meantime  the  sages  smiled  superior  at  his  delu- 
sion ;  while  Alexander  Farnese,  on  the  contrary,  better 
understanding  the  chances  of  the  great  game  which  they 
were  all  playing,  made  bold  to  tell  his  master  that  all  hearts 
in  Fmuce  were  inclining  to  their  natural  lord,  **  DifTering 
from  your  Majesty,"  said  he,  **  I  am  of  opinion  that  there  is 
no  better  means  of  excluding  him  tlmn  to  make  choice  of  the 
Duke  of  Mayenne,  as  a  person  agreeable  to  the  people,  and 
who  could  only  reign  by  your  permission  and  support."  ** 

Thus,  after  much  hesitation  and  circumloentiou,  the  nephew 
made  up  his  mind  to  chill  his  uncle's  hopes  of  the  crown,  and 
to  speak  a  decided  opinion  in  behalf  of  the  man  of  his  word, 
faith,  and  truth 

And  thus  through  the  wliolo  of  the  two  memorable  cam- 
paigns made  by  Alexander  in  France,  he  never  failed  to  give 

**'  Pftrmn  to   Philip,  Oct.  3,  1590.  I  de  su  casa  e  qiu'cu  no  dudo  V.  M*  "lo 
(ArcU.  de  SimnnGaa  MS.;    "Quo  cun    que  el  reyno  todo  inolitin.  nsi  put  atr 
««to  quedara  eaduido    lijUilmetilo  el    UAtumleuiuDto  Baoesores  del,'  ke. 
Dombre  y  memoria  de  Beame  y  do  loe        *^  Ibid. 
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his  master  the  most  accnrato  pictures  of  the  country,  and  an 
interior  view  of  its  politics;  urging  above  all  the  absolute 
neoeesity  of  providing  much  more  liberal  supplies  for  the 
colossal  adventure  in  which  ho  was  engagecL  **  Money  and 
again  money  is  what  is  required,"  he  said.  "  The  principal 
matter  is  to  be  accomplished  with  money,  and  the  ptxrticular 
individuals  must  1m3  bouglit  with  money.  The  good  will  of 
every  French  city  must  be  bought  with  money.  Jfayenue 
must  be  humoured.  He  is  getting  dissatisfied.  Very  pro- 
bably he  is  intriguing  with  Bearne.  Everybo<ly  is  pursuing 
his  private  ends.  Mayenne  has  never  abandoned  his  own 
wish  to  be  king,  although  he  sees  the  difficulties  in  the  way ; 
and  while  he  has  not  the  power  to  do  us  as  much  good  as  is 
thought,  it  is  certainly  in  his  hands  to  do  us  a  great  deal  of 


"  u 


injury, 

When  his  army  was  rapidly  diminishing  by  disease,  deser- 
tion, mutiny,  and  death,  he  vehemently  and  perpetually 
denounced  the  utter  inadequacy  of  the  king*s  means  to  his 
vast  projects.  He  protested  that  he  was  not  to  blame  for  the 
ruin  likely  to  come  upon  the  whole  enterprise.  He  had  be- 
flought,  remonstmted,  reasoned  with  Philip — in  vain.^^  He 
assured  his  master  that  in  the  condition  of  weakness  in 
which  they  fouud  themselves,  not  very  triumphant  negotiations 
could  be  expected,  but  that  he  would  do  his  best  **The 
Frenchmen,"  he  said,  **  are  getting  tired  of  our  disoixlers,  and 
scandalized  by  our  weakuea?,  misery,  and  poverty.  They  dis- 
believe the  possibility  of  being  liberated  through  us."^^ 

He  was  also  most  diligent  in  setting  before  the  king's  eyes 
the  dangerous  condition  of  the  obedient  Netherlands,  the 
poverty  of  the  finances,  the  mutinous  degeneration  of  the 
once  magnificent  S[)ani8h  array,  the  misery  of  the  country, 
the  ruin  of  the  people,  the  discontent  of  the  nobles,  the 
rapid  strides  made  by  the  republic,  the  vast  improvement  in 
its  military  organization,  the  rising  fame  of  its  young  stad- 
holder,  the  thrift  of  its  exchequer,  the  rapid  development 


**  Parma  to  Philip.  U  Muroli  1092.     ,Ai\'li.  do  Sitmiuais  MS.) 
"  Ibiil.  **  iiamv  to  sumc,  2  Juu<:,  1502.    (Ibid.) 
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of  its  coramorce,  tlie  menacing  aspect  which  it  assumed 

towards  all  that  was  left  of  Spanish  power  in  those  regions. 

Moreover,  in  the  midst  of  the  toils  and  anxieties  of  war- 
raaldng  and  negotiation,  he  had  found  time  to  discover  and 
to  send  to  his  master  the  left  leg  of  the  glorious  apoetle  St. 
Philip,  and  the  head  of  the  glorious  martyr  St.  Lawrence,  to 
enrich  his  collection  of  relics ;  and  it  may  be  doubted  whether 
these  treasures  were  not  as  welcome  to  the  king  as  would 
have  been  tlie  news  of  a  decisive  victory.'** 

During  the  absence  of  Famese  in  his  expeditions  against 
the  B4xraese,  the  government  of  his  provinces  was  tempo 
rarily  in  the  hands  of  Peter  Ernest  MansJeld. 

This  grizzled  old  fighter — testy,  choleric,  snperannuatetl— 
was  utterly  incompetent  for  his  post.  He  was  a  mere  tool  in 
the  hands  of  his  son.  Count  Charles  hated  Parma  very  cor- 
dially, and  old  Count  Peter  was  made  to  believe  himself  in 
danger  of  being  p«isone<i  or  poniarded  by  the  duke.  He  was 
perpetually  wrangling  with,  imj>ortuning  and  insulting  him 
in  consequence,  and  writing  malicious  lettcr^rs  to  the  king 
in  regard  to  liim.*®  The  great  nobles,  Arschot^  Chimay, 
Berlaymout,  Champagny,  Arenberg,  and  the  rest,  were  all 
bickering  among  themselves,  and  agreeing  in  nothing  save  in 
hatred  to  Farnese. 

A  tight  rein,  a  ftdl  exchequer,  a  well-ordered  and  well- 
fmid  army,  and  his  own  constant  patience,  were  necessary,  as 
Alexander  too  well  knew,  to  make  head  against  the  republic. 


«  Panuftto  Philip.  4  July,  1592. 
(Arclii.  <ie  Hlnmncaa  M8.)  Pliilip  to 
Famin,  1  Aii^.  1592.  Ibid.  "Qannlo 
a  la  cal«^n»  del  glorinso  Siio  Lorenzo 
agTftdezco  oa  el  cuydudo  que  moatraiii 
de  liftherlft  y  oh  fimirgo  que*  lo  Uevt-is 
«tdelante  Ij&ittn  Bultr  con  el  In  que  oa 
Uiidrc  en  mucliu  juirtifulnr  stTvicio 
qtip  80  liapa  jior  \*Ui>8tro  modio,'" 
I'lnna  tn  Philip.  24  Aug.  1592.  Ihid. 
Philip  to  Parmn.  U  Stpt  151)2.  Letter 
in  Paraift    (Arch,  de  BininnoaB  (Paria* 

MS.  A5G.-.    M.S.) 

**  Parma  to  Philip.  31  July,  1592. 
'Arch,  de  8itnan('n8  MS.)  PkU-ma  to 
Peter  Ernest  Munafeld,  6  Aug.  1592. 


MansfeM  to  Philip,  8  Aug.  15W. 
Parma  to  MaMfcld,  16  Aug.  15W. 
Parma  to  Philip,  24  Aug.  15W. 
"  Porque  con  su  lar^  ▼ejul,'*  Mill 
Fuentes  of  Petor  Eriifst,  "*  ee  balUi 
muy  decrepito  y  dr*«cordftdo  qiK*  esloy 
ver  qiian  eugeto  e»Ui  al  hijo  qui  le 
povienia  ctrnjo  a  una  criatura.'*  i>\*aot(« 
to  Plulip,  13  D«^.  151)2.  'Arch.  ik> 
SiniBui-as  MS.)    Entr'vpn  do  YY»rmlo 

,  y  April.   1'    '     "    '      FuenlB* 

to  Philip.  2R  Apr  I  ^Iwmi 

to .  2  May.  1. ...  "^"tMs  |» 

Philip,  2»3tli  July.  15',>;:  nttm 

totheSocretariosof  bi  IttB 

-Ibid. 
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and  to  hold  what  was  left  of  the  Netherlands.  But  witli  a 
monthly  allowance,  and  a  military  force  not  equal  to  his  own 
estimates  for  the  Netherhind  work,  he  was  ordered  to  go 
forth  from  the  Netherlands  to  contitier  France — and  with  it 
the  dominion  of  the  world — for  the  recluse  of  the  EscoriaL 

Very  soon  it  was  his  duty  to  lay  bare  to  his  master,  still 
"more  unequivocally  than  ever,  the  real  heart  of  Mayenne. 
No  one  could  surpaas  Alexander  iu  this  skilful  vivisection 
of  pohtical  characters ;  and  he  soon  sent  the  infurmatiou  that 
the  duke  was  in  reality  very  near  closing  his  bargain  with 
the  Beaniese,  while  amusing  Philip  and  dmwing  largely  from 
his  funds. 

Thus,  while  faithfully  doing  his  masters  work  wth  sword 
and  pen,  with  an  adroitness  such  as  no  other  man  could 
have  matched,  it  was  a  necessary  consequence  that  Philip 
should  suspect,  should  detest,  should  resolve  to  sacrifice 
him.  While  assuring  his  ne{)hew,  as  we  have  seen,  that 
elaborate,  shuiderous  reports  and  protocob  concerning  him, 
sent  with  such  regularity  by  the  cliivalrous  Jlorco  and  the 
other  spies,  had  been  totally  disreganied,  even  if  they  had 
ever  met  his  eye,  he  was  quietly  preparing — ^in  the  midst  of 
aU  these  most  strenuous  eflbi'ts  of  Alexander,  in  the  field  at 
peril  of  his  life,  in  the  cabinet  at  the  risk  of  his  soid — to 
deprive  him  of  his  office,  and  to  bring  him,  by  stratagem  if 
possible,  but  otherwise  by  main  force,  from  the  Netherlands 
to  Spain. 

This  project,  once  resolved  upon,  the  king  proceede<l  to 
execute  with  that  elaborate  attention  to  detail,  with  that 
feline  stealth  which  distinguished  him  above  all  kings  or 
chiefs  of  pohce  that  have  ever  existed.  Had  there  been 
a  murder  at  the  end  of  the  plot — as  perhaps  there  was  to 
be — riiibp  could  U(jt  have  enjoyed  himself  more.  Nothing 
surpassed  the  indnstry  for  mischief  of  this  royal  invalid. 

The  first  thing  to  l>e  done  was  of  course  the  inditing  of  a 
most  affectionate  epistle  to  his  nephew. 

"Nephew,"  said  he,  "you  know  the  confidence  which  I 
have  always  placed  in  you  and  all  that  I  have  put  in  your 
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liands;  and  I  know  how  much  you  are  to  me,  and  how 
earnestly  you  work  in  my  service,  and  so,  if  I  could  have 
you  at  the  same  time  in  several  phices,  it  would  be  a  great 
relief  to  nie.  Since  this  cannot  be  however,  I  wish  to  make 
use  of  your  assistance,  according  to  the  times  and  occasions, 
in  order  that  I  may  have  some  certainty  as  to  the  manner  in 
which  all  this  business  is  to  be  managed,  may  see  why  the 
settlement  of  affairs  in  France  is  thus  delayed,  and  what 
the  state  of  things  in  Christendom  generally  is,  and  may 
consult  with  you  aliout  an  army  wliich  I  am  getting  levied 
here,  and  about  certain  schemes  now  on  foot  in  regard  to  the 
remedy  for  all  tliis ;  all  which  makes  me  desire  your  presence 
here  for  some  time,  ex-en  if  a  short  time,  in  order  to  resolve 
upon  and  armuge,  with  the  aid  of  your  advice  and  opinion, 
many  affairs  concerning  the  public  good  and  facilitate  their 
execution  by  means  of  your  encouragement  and  presence, 
and  to  obtiiin  the  repose  which  I  hope  for  in  putting  them 
into  yonr  hands.  And  so  I  charge  and  command  you  that, 
if  you  desire  to  content  me,  you  use  all  possible  diligence  to 
let  me  see  you  here  as  soon  as  |K)ssible,  and  that  you  start 
at  once  for  Genoa."  *' 

He  was  further  directed  to  leave  Count  Mansfeld  at  the 
bead  of  affairs  during  this  temporary  absence, — as  had  boen 
the  case  so  often  before, — instructing  liim  to  make  use  of 
the  Marquis  of  Cerralbo,  who  was  already  there,  to  lighten 
labours  that  might  prove  too  much  for  a  man  of  Mansfeld'S 
advanced  age. 

*'  I  am  writing  to  the  marquis,"  continued  the  king,  "tell- 
ing him  that  he  k  to  obey  all  your  orders.  As  to  the  reasons 
of  your  going  away,  you  will  give  out  that  it  is  a  decision  of 
your  own,  founded  on  good  cause,  or  that  it  is  a  summons 
of  mine,  but  full  of  coulidonce  and  good  will  towards  you,  aa 
you  see  that  it  is,"" 

The  date  of  this  letter  was  20th  February,  1502. 

The  secret  instructions  to  the  man  who  wtis  thus  to  obey 
all  tho  duke's  orders  were  explicit  enough  upon  that  points 

*?  Pltilip  to  Parma,  2U  Fub.  \5i)2.    ( Arolx.  de  gimaacaB  MS.;         **  IbkL 
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altliough  they  were  wrapped  in  the  usual  closely-twisted 
phraseology  which  diatinguished  Plulip's  style  when  his  pur- 
pose was  most  direct. 

Cerndbo  was  entrusted  with  general  directions  as  to  the 
French  matter,  and  as  to  peace  negotiations  with  "  the 
Islands;"  but  the  main  pnri)ort  of  his  mission  wiis  to  re- 
move Alexander  Earnese.  This  was  to  be  done  by  fair  means, 
if  possible ;  if  not,  ho  was  to  be  deposed  and  seut  home  by 
force. 

This  was  to  be  tlie  reward  of  all  the  toil  and  danger 
through  whieli  ho  had  grown  grey  ami  broken  in  the  king's 
service. 

"  When  yon  get  to  the  Netherlands  "  (for  the  instructions 
were  older  than  the  letter  to  Alexander  just  cited),  "  you 
are,"  said  the  king,  "to  treat  of  the  other  two  matters  until 
the  exact  time  arrives  for  the  tliird,  taking  good  care  not  to 
cut  tlie  thread  of  good  progress  in  the  affairs  of  France  if  by 
chance  they  are  going  on  well  there. 

"When  the  time  arrives  to  treat  of  commission  number 
three,"  continued  bis  Majesty,  "  you  will  take  occasion  of  tlie 
arrival  of  the  courier  of  20th  Febniary,  and  will  give  with 
much  secrecy  the  letter  of  that  date  to  the  duke ;  showing 
liim  at  the  same  tiuie  the  first  of  the  two  which  you  will 
have  received." 

If  the  duke  showed  the  letter  addresse<l  to  him  by  his 
uncle — which  the  reader  lias  already  seen — then  the  nmrquis 
was  to  discuss  with  him  the  details  of  the  journey,  and  com- 
ment upon  the  beuetits  and  increased  reputation  which  would 
be  the  result  of  his  return  to  Spain. 

"But  if  the  duke  should  not  show  you  the  letter,"  pro- 
ceeded Philip,  '*  and  yon  suspect  that  he  means  to  eoiict-al 
and  equivocate  about  the  particulars  of  it,  you  can  sliuw  him 
your  letter  number  two,  in  which  it  is  stated  that  you  luive 
received  a  copy  of  the  letter  to  the  duke.  This  will  make  the 
step  ea.sier." 

Should  the  duke  declare  himself  ready  to  proceed  to  Spain 
on  the  ground  indicated — that  the  king  had  need  of  his  ser- 
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vices — ^the  marquis  was  then  to  hasten  his  departure  as 
earnestly  as  possible.  Every  pains  were  to  be  taken  to  over- 
come any  objections  that  miglit  be  made  by  the  duke  on  the 
score  of  ill  health,  while  the  ^-eat  credit  which  attached  to 
thia  summona  to  consult  with  the  king  in  such  arduous  atfairs 
was  to  be  duly  enlarged  upon.  Should  Count  Mansfeld 
meantime  die  of  old  age,  and  should  Farnese  insist  the  more 
vehemently,  on  tliat  account,  upon  leaving  his  son  the  Prince 
Ranuccio  in  his  post  as  governor,  the  marquis  was  authorised 
to  accept  the  proposition  for  the  moment — although  secretly 
instructed  that  such  an  appointment  was  really  quite  out  of 
the  qui^stion — if  by  fo  doing  the  father  could  be  torn  from  the 
place  immediately. 

But  if  all  won  111  not  do,  and  if  it  should  become  certain 
that  the  duke  would  definitively  refuse  to  take  his  departure, 
it  would  then  become  necessary  to  tell  him  clearly,  bot 
secretly,  that  no  excuse  would  bo  accepted,  but  that  go  he 
must;  and  that  if  he  did  not  depart  voluntarily  within  a  fixed 
time,  he  would  be  publicly  deprived  of  (►flice  and  conducted 
to  fcSpain  by  force.'*' 

But  all  these  things  were  to  be  managed  with  the  secrecy 
and  mystery  so  dear  to  the  heart  of  Philip.  The  marquis 
was  instructed  to  go  first  to  the  castle  of  Antwerp,  as  if  upon 
financial  business,  and  there  begin  his  operations.  Should  he 
find  at  laSt  all  his  private  negotiations  and  coaxings  of  no 
avail,  he  was  then  to  make  use  of  his  secret  letters  from  the 
kiug  to  the  army  commanders,  the  leading  nobles  of  the 
country,  and  the  neighbouring  princes,  all  of  whom  were  to 
bo  undeceived  in  regard  to  the  duke,  and  to  be  informed 
of  the  will  of  his  majesty." 

The  real  successor  of  Farnese  was  to  be  the  Archduke 
Alhert,  Cardinal  of  Austria,  son  of  Archduke  Fenlinand,  and 
the  letters  on  this  subject  were  to  be  sent  by  a  "decent 
and  confidential  person "  so  soon  as  it  sliould  become  ob- 
vious that  force  would  be  necessary  in  order  to  compc4  the 


*•  Snmario  do  lo  quo  8.  M*  es  aer-  I 
vido  que  lutgii  V.  en  sii  comittii>n  priu- 
cipul  cumu  maa  pttrticularmfnto  so  Ic 


lift  (lieho  do  palabm.    31  Dee  15Ul. 
(Arch,  dt)  Bimuuou  MS.) 
»  Ibid. 
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departure  of  Alexander,  For  if  it  carae  to  open  rupture,  it 
would  be  necessary  to  have  tlie  cardinal  ready  to  take  tlie 
place.  If  the  atYair  were  arranged  amicaljly,  then  the  new 
governor  might  proceed  more  at  leisure.  The  marquis 
was  especially  enjoined,  in  case  the  duke  should  be  in 
France,  and  even  if  it  should  be  necessary  for  him  to  follow 
him  there  on  account  of  commissions  number  one  and  two, 
liot  to  say  a  word  to  him  tlien  of  his  recall,  for  fear  of 
damaging  matters  in  that  kingdom.  He  was  to  do  his  best 
to  induce  him  to  return  to  Fiandt-rs,  and  when  they  were 

tboth  there,  he  was  to  begin  hi.s  operations.*^ 
Thus,  with  minute  and  artistic  treachery,  did  Philip  pro- 
vide for  the  disgrace  and  i-uin  of  the  man  who  wiis  his  near 
blood  relation,  and  who  had  served  him  most  faithfully  from 
I  earliest  yuuth.  It  was  not  possible  to  carry  out  the  project 
immediately,  for,  as  it  has  already  been  narriited,  Farnese, 
after  achieving,  in  spite  of  great  obstacles  due  to  the  dulness 
of  the  king  alone,  an  extraordinary  triumph,  had  been  dan- 
gerously wounded,  and  was  unable  for  a  brief  interval  to 
attend  to  public  affiiirs. 

On  the  conclusion  of  his  Eouen  campaign  he  had  returned 
to  the  Netherlands,  almost  immediately  betaking  himself  to 
the  waters  of  Spa.  The  Marquis  de  Cerralbo  meanwhile  had 
be«.»n  superseded  in  his  important  secret  mission  by  tlie  Count 
of  Fuentes,  who  received  the  same  instructions  as  had  been 
provided  for  the  marquis. 

But  ere  long  it  seemed  to  become  unnecessary  to  push 
matters  to  extremities.  Farnese,  although  nominally  the 
governor,  felt  himself  unequal  t-o  take  the  field  agaitist  the 
vigorous  young  commander  who  was  carrj'ing  everything 
before  him  in  the  north  and  east.  Upon  the  Mansfelda  was 
the  responsibility  for  saviog  Steenwyk  and  Coeworden,  and 
to  the  Mansfelds  did  Verdugo  send  piteously,  but  in  vain,  for 
efficient  help.  For  the  Mansfelds  and  other  leading  per- 
sonages in  the  obedient  Netherlands  were  mainly  occupied  at 

*'  MS.  liwt  cit4-d.  Alsrt  Philip  to  the  Dtiko  of  Ststti,  urabaandor  at  Rome, 
3  Not.  1502.     .Awlv,  ilo  Siiuaucos  MS.)    Philip  to  Pjutoq,  fiame  date.    {Ih'ifL) 
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that  time  in  annoying  Famese,  caliininiatiDg  his  actions,  laying 
obstacles  in  the  way  of  his  administration,  military  and  civil, 
and  bringing  bim  into  contempt  wiih  tlie  popnlaoe.  When  the 
weary  soldier — broken  in  health,  wounded  and  harassed  with 
obtaining  triumphs  for  his  master  eneh  as  no  other  living 
man  could  havo  gained  with  the  means  placed  at  his  dispoeal 
— returned  to  drink  the  waters  previously  to  setting  forth  anew 
upon  the  task  of  achieving  the  impossible,  he  was  made  the 
mark  of  petty  insults  on  the  part  of  both  the  Mansfelds. 
Neither  of  them  paid  their  respects  to  him,  ill  as  he  wsa, 
until  four  days  after  his  arrival.  Wlieu  the  duke  snbse- 
quently  called  a  council,  Count  Peter  refused  to  attend  it  on 
account  of  having  slept  ill  the  night  before.  Champagny, 
who  was  one  of  the  chief  mischief-makers,  had  been  banished 
by  Parma  to  his  house  in  Burgundy.  He  became  very  much 
alarmed,  and  was  afraid  of  losing  his  head.  He  tried  to 
conciliate  the  duke,  but  finding  it  difficult  he  resolved  to 
turn  monk,  and  so  went  to  the  convent  of  Capuchins,  and 
begged  hard  to  be  admitted  a  member.  They  refused  1dm 
on  account  of  his  age  and  infirmities.  He  tried  a  Franciscan 
monastery  with  not  much  better  success,  and  then  obeyed 
orders  and  went  to  his  Burgundy  mansion,  having  been 
assiu-ed  by  Farnese  that  be  was  not  to  lose  his  head.  Alex- 
ander was  satisfied  with  that  arrangement,  feeling  sate, 
he  said,  that  ao  soon  as  his  back  was  turned  Champagny 
would  come  out  of  his  convent  before  the  term  of  pro- 
bation had  expired,  and  begin  to  make  mischief  again. 
A  once  valiant  soldier,  like  Champagny,  whose  oondact 
in  the  famous  "  fury  of  Antwerp "  was  so  memorable,  and 
whoso  services  both  in  field  and  cabinet  had  been  ao  difr 
tiuguished,  fallen  so  low  as  to  be  tised  as  a  tool  by  the 
Mansfelds  against  a  man  like  Farnese,  and  to  be  rejected 
as  unfit  company  by  Flemish  friai"S,  is  not  a  cheerful  spec- 
tacle to  contemplate. 

The  walls  of  the  Mansfeld  house  and  gardens,  too,  wen* 
decorated  by  Cuuut  Charles  with  caricatures,  intending  to 
illostrate  the  indignities  put  upon  his  father  and  himself. 
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Among  others,  one  picture  represented  Count  Peter  lying  tied 
band  and  foot,  while  people  were  throwing  filth  upon  him ; 
Count  Charles  heing  pourtrayed  as  meantime  being  kicked 
away  from  the  command  of  a  battery  of  cannon  by  De  la 
Motte.  It  seemed  strange  that  the  JIansfelds  should  make 
themselves  thus  ehiboratidy  ridiculous,  in  order  to  irritate 
Famese ;  but  thus  it  was.  There  was  so  much  stir  about 
these  works  of  art  that  xUexander  transmitted  copies  of  them 
to  the  king,  whereupon  Charles  MansfeJd,  being  somewhat 
alarmed,  endeavoured  to  prove  that  they  had  been  entirely 
misunderstood.  The  venerable  personage  lying  on  the 
ground,  lie  explained,  was  not  his  father,  but  Socrates.  He 
found  it  difficult  however  to  account  for  the  appearance  of 
La  Motte,  with  lus  one  ami  wanting  and  witli  artillery  by  his 
side,  because,  as  Farnese  justly  remarked,  artillery  had  not 
been  invented  in  the  time  of  Socrates"  nor  was  it  recorded 
that  the  sage  had  lost  an  arm. 

Thus  passed  the  autumn  of  1 592  and  Alexander,  having 
as  he  supposed  somewhat  recruited  his  failing  strength,  pre- 
pared, according  to  his  master's  orders,  for  a  new  campaign 
in  France.  For  with  almost  preterhuman  malice  Philip  was 
emplojring  the  man  whom  he  had  doomed  to  disgrace,  per^ 
haps  to  death,  and  whom  he  kept  under  constant  secret 
supervision,  in  those  laborious  eflbrts  to  conquer  without  an 
army  and  to  purchase  a  kingdom  with  an  empty  pui*se,  in 
which,  as  it  was  destined,  the  very  last  sands  of  Parma's  life 
wore  to  run  away. 

Suffering  from  a  badly  healed  wound,  from  water  on  the 
chest,  degejieratiou  of  the  heart,  and  gout  in  the  limbs, 
dropsical,  enfeebled,  broken  down  into  an  old  man  before  his 
time,  Alexander  still  confronted  disease  and  death  with  as 
heroic  a  front  as  he  had  ever  manifested  in  the  field  to 
embattled  Hollanders  and  Engliishmen,  or  to  the  still  more 
formidable  array  of  learned  pedants  and  diplomatists  in  tho 
liall  of  negotiation.     This  wreck  of  a  man  was  still  fitter  to 


»'  Pttnna  to  Philip,  28  Ocf.  1592.    (,Arch,  do  Simanca*  MS.) 
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fead  armiea  and  guide  councils  than  any  soldier  or  statesman 
that  Philip  c^uld  call  into  his  service,  yet  the  kings  cruel 
hand  was  ready  to  stab  the  dying  man  in  the  dark. 

Nothing  could  surpass  the  spirit  with  which  the  soldier 
was  ready  to  do  battle  with  his  best  friend,  comiug  in  the 
guise  of  an  enemy.  To  the  last  moment,  lifted  into  the 
saddle,  he  attended  personally  as  usual  to  the  details  of  bis 
new  campaign,  and  was  dead  before  he  would  confess  liimself 
mortal*^'  On  the  3rd  of  December,  1592»  in  the  city  of 
An-as,  ho  fainted  after  retiring  at  his  usual  hour  to  bed,  and 
thus  breathed  his  last. 

According  to  the  instructions  in  his  last  will  he  was  laid 
out  barefiwt  in  the  n>bo  and  cowl  of  a  Capuchin  monlv.  8ul>- 
sequently  his  remains  were  taken  to  Parma,  and  barie«l 
under  the  pavement  of  the  little  Franciscan  chun:;h.**  A 
pompous  funeral,  in  which  the  Italians  and  Spaniards 
quarrelled  and  came  to  blows  for  precedence,  was  celebrated 
in  Bnissels,  and  a  statue  of  the  hero  was  erected  in  ilie 
capitx:)l  at  Korae. 

The  first  soldier  and  most  unscrupulous  diplomatist  of  hii 


"  BcnliTOglio,  t.  ii.  lib.  Tt.  p.37f).  **  E 
prima  conoacintu  ai  niorto  cbo  volesse 
cotifcsarai  mortiilo."  Comparts  CJoloma, 
V.  lOG.  M«ttrco,  XVI.  3(W.  Bor,  III, 
xxix.  C61.  Beyd,  ix.  VJ5,  Dondini, 
xii.  039,  W57, 

*^  Ibid.  The  inscription  over  liia 
tomb  was  as  follows : — 

Alexiandcr  Farnetrias, 

Belgis  Devictia 

Et  Fmncia  ol«idiono  levatis 

Vt  Imnvili  hoc  loco 

Ejus  ciidaver  rcfoncrttTir 

Muiudavit  iiii,  Non  D(X>cuib. 

Au.  UDXCII. 

Doodini,  iii.  642. 

It  appears  by  a  lellor  of  Marquis 
d'JLivre  to  Philip  that  tlie  death  of 
FaniusG  took  j)lnce  oa  the  3rd  Decem- 
ber.   (Arch,  do  SimancM  MS.) 

Bo  Buuii  aa  hU  deoeaw  was  known  at 
>Lidrid,  the  first  thought  of  Philip 
waa  to  conceal  Iroiu  the  pope  that  it 
hi»d  l^oen  Ills  intention  forcibly  to  re- 
cjill  liim  from  the  Nttherlandti.     The 


Spanish  Ambaasador  at  Bame  «■• 
accordingly  instructed  to  born  the 
papen  which  hod  been  aent  to  hiin, 
and  to  Bupprcsd  all  tbooommQiiicatioiu 
which  he  had  been  an  the  point  of 
making  to  tho  pope. 

"  Don  CrtJitovnl  and  Don  «Tuaii  an 
of  opinion,"  said  their  niinuto  laid  bis 
fore  the  kitig,  "  that  siaoo  Uic  notifica- 
tion sent  to  Rome  was  to  reimcMly  Um 
dajunge  that  the  report  of  Uio  fl 
miglit  cnuae  ut  that  oourt,  now 
nil  this  has  ceased  with  the 

the  recalled. it  is  beat  to  eoo* 

ccal  that  intention  from  the  pope  and 
fVom  all  otherB,  and  that  it  is  anfleiaat 
for  the  Duke  of  8euta  to  be  infonued  <d 
the  truth,"  &c. 

Pliilip  noted  on  tliia  mcmonttidiai 
with   hia   own    lif?''    "    '?--Hd[f«l   ajK 

Eroval  of  the  su^l-  ring  It  to 

e  curried  into elli  ^,  "LHthe 

Duke  of  S<i^aaa  bu  told  to  bnru  the 
letter  and  tho  copy  tliat  wua  Bent  with 
it, '  &c    (Arch,  de  SimonciM  SIS.) 


1592. 


1>EATH  UF  ALEXANDER  FAHNKSE. 


225 


age,  he  died  wlien  scarcely  past  his  prime,  a  weaned,  hrokeii- 
hearted  old  man.  His  triumphs,  miHtary  and  civil,  have 
been  recorded  in  these  pages,  and  his  character  has  been 
elaborately  pouiiraycd.      ^\'e^e  it  jwissible  to  conceive  of  an 

t  Italian  or  .Spaniard  of  illiistjious  biith  iii  the  sixteenth 
century,  educated  in  the  school  of  Mac^hiavelli,  at  the  feet  of 
Philip,  as  anything  but  the  supple  slave  of  a  master  and 
the  blind  instrument  of  a  Church,  one  migiit  for  a  moment 
■  regret  tliat  so  many  gifts  of  genius  and  valour  had  been 
thrown  away  or  at  least  lost  to  mankind.  Could  the  light 
of  truth  ever  pierce  the  atmosphere  in  wliich  such  men  have 
their  l>eing ;  could  the  sad  music  of  humauity  ever  pciietmte 
to  their  ears ;  could  visions  of  a  world — on  this  earth  or  beyond 
it — not  exclnsively  the  property  uf  kings  and  high-priests  be 
revealed  to  them,  one  might  lament  that  one  so  eminent 
among  the  sous  of  women  had  not  been  a  great  man.  But  it 
is  a  weakness  to  hanker  for  any  possible  connection  between 
truth  and  Italian  or  Spanish  statecruft  of  that  day.  Tiie 
troth  was  not  in  it  nor  in  him,  and  high  above  his  heroic 
achievements,  liis  fortitude.  Lis  sagacity,  his  diivalrons  self- 
saci'ifice,  shines  forth  the  bideful  light  of  his  perpetual 
falsehood.* 


^  I  pAS8  over,  aa  beoeaOi  the  level 
of  historr,  a  great  viiriely  of  ct'nsoriuus 
jind  probably  rtilumnions  roports  ns  to 
the  privulo  cli;iracter  nf  Fameae,  with 
which  the  secret  archives  of  tJie  times 
are  ftUed,  K«pociuJly  Chnnipasny.  the 
man  by  whom  the  <iuke  wiui  moHt 
hated  ami  ftsirwl,  mmle  liira.telf  busy 
in  compiling  the  slundtinus  chronicle 
in  which  llie  eneinits  of  Furnese,  both 
in  Spain  and  the  Netherlands,  took  bo 
mucJi  deli^lit  Aoconlin^  to  theaecret 
hi»t«n'  thiit  pn>piired  for  the  enlighl- 
Rnn-  *  '  *'  '  -  ^  itnd  his  miniahrs. 
th.  .tionoftheNcthtr- 

liiii'J-  ,  .  ;.;  i..f  fitiiinciftl  drpnrl- 
neDt.  with  the  distribution  of  offices — 
muB  in  the  hambt  uf  two  fuvoiuitcs,  a 
baardleas  seore tur}*  named  Gosmo  do 
and  a  Wly  of  eoi^  Tirtue  called 
hoe,  who  neemB  to  have  had  a 
host  of  relative^  and  ftifiidB 
'^providd  Cor  itt  the  public  exp^-iiAe. 

VOL.  in. 


Towarrls  the  latter  end  of  the  duke's 
life,  it  WfLs  even  bnul  that  the  aenl  of 
the  flnanre  department  woa  in  the 
huoddof  hij*  vali-t-ile-ehiimbre,  who,  in 
irLi  mnetiTs  frcqu.nt  ah.Honces,  was  in 
the  bubit  of  issuinjj  dmfUi  upon  the 
rccfjver-g(-neml.  Ah  the  vuk-t-de- 
ciiarnbre  wns  di^8<'ril;ed  asiiu  idiut  who 
did  not  know  how  to  read,  it  may  be 
believed  that  the  Jluauces  fell  intucou- 
faaion.  Oertftinly,  if  such  statemcntu 
were  to  be  accepted,  it  would  be 
natural  enough  that  for  every  million 
dollara  expended  by  the  king  in  the 
pruvlnct-a,  not  more  than  one  hundred 
thousand  were  laitl  oat  for  the  public 
Bervioo ;  and  tliis  id  tiw  estimate  made 
by  Cbuiupagny,  who,  as  a  diattn- 
gaiahed  flnnncier  and  oncechief  of  the 
;  treasunr  in  the  provinces,  might  cer- 
tainly bo  tliougbt  to  know  wmethiog 
of  the  ^ubje<?t.  But  Chauipngny  wa« 
so  bertide  himeelf  with  rag<\   hatred. 
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and  terror,  where  Alex&nder  wm  «on- 
conied,  that  be  is  as  imfit  »  guide  for 
thfwe  who  wiah  tlie  trutlii  aa  Oom- 
mand<'r  Moreo  or  Ybnrra, 

'•Jtt&n  Buptlsta  ayuda  de  csftmei^ 
ItaliaDcr— para  nma  TQipendtttift  de 
fiuaiiziia  el  eello  della^  que  eolla 
guAfitar  uno  de  Ids  chefs,  &  estado  en 
nistiiofi  de  Juan  Baptlsta — 8a  aelkn 
dti  i4  (F&mi?^«)  ma&  n\  ftlvidrio  de 
Bnptista  IdiotA  que  no  acav&  leer  o  de 
Rlmddi.  ,  .  .  Eti  suwn  efi  todo  con- 
fusion 7  deDorden  y  rodnzir  solo  Bpro> 


vecho  de«1)M  y  tale*  qnwito  m  h»M^ 
,  .  ,  ,  Denuie  las  mob&tms  de  lot 
ttemreroisi  y  meroabdeToa  que  con  m» 
csmbiofl  J  letmoMaa  pogifl  en  niJIcw  j 
Bcdiie  7  otms  ImnpAB,  entendieodow 
oon  estoa  rafonsmlD  el  dinero  m 
divenoA  partea  hay  en  que  no  vieoe  n 
T»ttlt&r  &1  rej  m  milion  quuii  en  eien 
mil  eacudoa,'  &o.  Di^ooim  4a  8deii- 
eur  de  Champa ipij  sur  Ics  tLfluirca  dca 
PfljB  Bm,  21  Dec.  1389.  Biblio«hha« 
de  Bourgogne.  MS,  No.  12,962. 


I 


SPANISH  RIRCES  SENT  TO  FRANCE. 


227 


CHAPTER   XXIX. 


Effect  of  the  dcftth  of  Famese  npon  Philip's  schemes  —  Pripstly  flnttery  (»nd 
counsel  —  Aaeembly  of  the  State8-<j}eDeml  of  France  —  Meetiug  of  the 
Timgntm  At  the  Lourre  —  Conference  at  Surene  between  the  cliief*  of  the 
League  aud  the  *'  politieiil "  leadera  —  Henry  coovokos  an  ajsaembly  of 
binhofps,  theologians,  and  others  —  Btroog  i'teliiig:  on  all  sides  on  the  subject 
of  the  flaoceanon  —  Philip  commandj^  that  the  Infianta  and  tlie  Duke  of 
Joise  be  elected  King  and  Queen  of  France  —  Manifesto  of  the  Duke  of 
'  Hayenne  —  Formal  rc-admiasion  of  Henry  to  the  Bomam  faith  —  The  pope 
refuses  to  consent  to  hig  reconciliation  with  the  Church  —  His  consecration 
with  the  aacred  oil  —  Entry  of  the  king  into  Paris  —  Departure  of  the 
gpoiu^  gajrism  from  the  capitAl  —  Diefiimnlation  of  the  Duke  of  Mayenne 
—  He  makes  terms  with  Henry  —  Grief  of  Queen  Elizabeth  on  receipt  of 
the  communicotions  from  France. 


During  the  past  quarter  of  a  century  there  had  been  tragic 
scenes  enough  in  France,  but  now  the  only  man  wlio  could 
have  conducted  Philip's  schemes  to  a  tragic  if  not  a  successful 
WBae  was  gone.  Friendly  death  had  been  swifter  than 
Philip,  and  had  removed  Alexander  from  the  scene  before  hia 
master  had  found  fitting  opportunity  to  inflict  the  disgrace 
on  wliich  he  was  resolved.  Meantime,  Charles  Mansfeld 
made  a  feeble  attempt  to  lead  an  army  from  the  Nether- 
lands into  France,  to  suppoil  the  sinking  fortunes  of  the 
League;  but  it  was  not  for  that  general  of  artillery  to 
attempt  the  well-graced  part  of  the  all-accomplished  Far- 
neee  with  much  hope  of  success.  A  considerable  force 
of  Spanish  infantry,  too,  had  been  sent  to  Paris,  where 
they  had  been  received  with  much  enthusiasm ;  a  very 
violent  and  determined  churchman,  Sega,  archbishop  of 
Piacenza«  and  cardinal-legate,  having  arrived  to  check  on  the 
part  of  the  holy  father  any  attempt  by  the  great  wavering 
heretic  to  get  himself  readmitted  into  the  fold  of  tlie  faithful.' 
The  King  of  Spain  considered  it  his  duty,  as  well  as  his 
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unquestionable  right,  to  interfere  in  the  affairs  of  France,  and 
to  save  the  cause  of  reh'gion,  civilization  and  humanity-,  in  ^ 
the   manner  so  dear  to  the  civilization-savers,  by  reducing 
that   diatractt-'d  country — utterly  unable   to  govern  itself— 
under  his  sceptre.     To  achieve  this  noble  end  no  bribery  was 
too  wholesale,  no  violence  too  brutal,  no  intrigue  too  paltry. 
It  was  his  sacred  and  special  mission  to  save  France  from 
heraelf.    If  he  should  fail,  he  could  at  least  carve  her  in 
pieces,  and  distribute  her  among  himself  and  friends.   French- 
men might  assist  him  in  eitlier  of  these  arrangements,  but  it 
was  absurd  to  doubt  that  on  him  devolved  the  work  and  the 
responsibility.      Yet   among    his  advisers  were    some  who 
doubted  whether  the  purchase  of  the  gnindees  of  France  wm 
really  the  most  judicious  course  to  pursue.     There  was  a 
general  and  uneasy  feeling  that  the  grandees  were  making 
sport   of  the    Spanish    monarch,   and   that   they   would   be 
inclined  to  remain  his  stipendiaries  for  an  indefinite  period, 
without  doing  their  share  of  the  work.     A  keen  Jesuit,  who 
had  been  much  in  France,  often  whispered  to  Philip  that  he 
was  going   astray.      "  Those   who    best   understand   the   fit 
remedy  for  this  unfortunate  kingdom,  and  know  the  tastes 
and  temper  of  the  nation,"  said  he,  *'  doubt  giving  these  VMt 
presetits  and  rewards  in  order  that  the  nobles  of  France  may 
affect  your  cause  and  further  your  schemes.    It  is  the  greatest 
dehisiou,  l»ecause  they  love  nothing  but  their  own  interest* 
and  for  this  reason  wish  for  no  king  at  all,  but  prefer  that  the 
kingdom  should  remain  topsy-turvy  in  order  that  they  may 
enjoy  the  Spanish  doubloons,  as  they  say  themselves  almcet 
publicly,  dancing  and  feasting ;  that  they  may  take  a  castle 
to-day,  and  to-morrow  a  city,  and  the  day  after  a  province, 
and  so  on  indefinitply.     What  matters  it  to  them  tliat  blootl 
flows,  and  that  the  miserable  people  are  destroyed,  who  alone 
are  good  for  anything?''  * 

"  The  immediate  cause  of  the  ruin  of  France,"  continued 


'  Relacion  del  Padr«  An«»  Crespo 
AeercH  d<»  ]na  coaaa  dv  FlBndos  y 
Fniiicift  'citing  tlic  convci-sation^  njid 
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the  Jesuit,  "  comes  from  two  roots  which  must  be  torn  up ; 
the  one  is  the  extreme  ignorance  and  Bcandalous  life  of  the 
clesiastics,  the  other  is  the  tyranny  and  the  abomriialdo  life 
'  the  nobility,  who  with  sacrilege  and  insatiable  avarice  have 
entered  upon  the  property  of  the  Church.  This  nobility  is 
divided  into  three  factions.  The  first,  and  not  the  least,  is 
|lieretic;  the  second  and  the  most  pernicious  is  politic  or 
tieist ;  the  third  and  least  is  catliolic.  All  these,  although 
they  differ  in  opinion,  are  the  same  thing  in  corruption  of  life 
and  manners,  so  that  there  is  no  choice  among  them."  He 
then  proceeded  to  set  forth  how  entirely  the  salvation  of 
France  depended  on  the  King  of  Spain.  "Morally  speaking," 
he  said,  *'it  is  impossible  for  any  Frenchman  to  apply  the 
remedy.  For  this  two  things  are  wanting ;  intense  zeal  for 
le  honour  of  God,  and  power.  I  ask  now  what  Frenchman 
^liHS  both  these,  or  either  of  them.  No  one  certainly  tliat 
.  we  know.  It  is  the  King  of  Spain  who  alone  in  the  world  has 
iie  zeal  and  the  ]>ower.  No  man  w^ho  knows  the  insolence 
"koid  arrogance  of  the  French  nature  will  believe  that  even  if 
a  king  should  be  elected  out  of  France  he  would  bo  obeyed 
by  the  others.  The  first  to  oppose  him  would  be  Mayenne, 
even  if  a  king  were  chosen  from  his  family,  unless  everything 
iiould  be  given  him  that  he  asked,  which  would  be  impos- 
ble.*' 

Thus  did  the  wily  priest  instil  into  the  ready  ears  of  Philip 
dditional  reasons  for  beheving  himself  the  incarnate  pro- 
^dence  of  God.  When  were  priestly  flatterers  ever  wanting 
to  pour  this  poison  into  the  souls  of  tyrants  ?  It  is  in  vain 
for  us  to  ask  why  it  is  permitted  that  so  much  power  for  evil 
_should  be  within  the  grasp  of  one  wretched  human  creature, 
Bt  it  ifl  at  least  always  instructive  to  ponder  the  career  of 
crowned  conspirators,  and  sometimes  consoling  to  find 
onclusion  dilferent  from  the  goal  intended.  So  the 
Jesuit  advised  the  king  not  to  be  throwing  away  his  money 
npon  particular  individiialti,  but  with  the  funds  which  they 
fere  so  unprofitably  consuming  to  form  a  jolly  army  (jgallardo 
Tito)  of  fifteen  thousand   foot,  and  five  thousand  1101*86,  all 
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8p«niards,  under  ft  SpM^Bli  genenJ — not  a  Frenchman  being 
admitted  into  it, — and  theo  to  nuirch  forward,  occupy  all  the 
chief  towDs,  patting  fipftnish  garrisons  into  them,  bnt  sparing 
the  people,  nho  now  ooosidered  the  war  eternal,  and  who 
were  eaten  up  by  both  armies.  In  a  short  time  the  king 
Biglil  ftooompyEh  all  he  wished,  for  it  was  not  in  the  power 
of  the  Bjameae  to  make  oonsid^able  resistance  for  any  length 
of  time.' 

This  was  the  plan  of  Father  Odo  for  putting  Philip  on  the 
throne  of  France,  and  at  the  same  time  lifting  up  the  down* 
trodden  Chorch,  whose  priests,  according  to  his  statement,  ^ 
were  so  profligate,  and  whose  tenets  were  rejected  by  all  but 
a  small  minority  of  the  goreming  classes  of  the  countiy. 
Oertainly  it  did  not  lack  precision,  but  it  remained  to  be  bboh 
whether  the  Beamese  was  to  prore  so  Tery  insignificant  an 
antagonist  as  the  sanguine  priest  supposed. 

For  the  third  party — the  moderate  Catholics — had  been 
making  immense  progress  in  France,  while  the  diplomacy  of  j 
Philip  had  thus  far  steadily  counteracted  their  efforts  at 
Rome.  In  Tain  had  the  Marquis  Pisani,  envoy  of  the  poli- 
ticians' party,  endeavoured  to  soften  the  heart  of  Clement 
towards  Henry.  The  ^ope  lived  in  mortal  fear  of  Spain, 
and  the  Dnke  of  Sessa,  Philip's  ambassador  to  the  holy 
see,  denouncing  all  these  attempts  on  the  part  of  the  heretic 
and  his  friends,  and  urging  that  it  was  much  better  for  Rome 
that  the  pernicious  kingdom  of  France  should  be  di8BMni> 
bered  and  subdivided,  assured  his  holiness  that  Rome 
should  be  starved,  occupied,  annihilated,  if  such  abominable 
schemes  should  be  for  an  instant  favoured. 

Clement  took  to  his  bed  with  sickness  brought  on  by  all 
this  violence,  but  had  nothing  for  it  but  to  meet  Pisani  and 
other  agents  of  the  same  c^use  with  a  peremptory  denial,  and 
send  most  stringent  messages  to  his  legate  in  Paris,  who 
needed  no  prompting.  * 

There  had  already  been  much  issuing  of  bulls  by  the 
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and  mach  bonmig  of  bulls  by  the  hangman,  according  to 
decrees  of  tJie  parliament  of  Chalona  and  other  friendly 
tribunals,  and  burning  of  Cfialons  decrees  by  Paris  hangmen, 
and  edicts  in  favour  of  Protestants  at  Nantz  and  other 
places* — measures  the  enactment,  repeal,  and  re-enactment 
of  which  were  to  mark  the  ebb  and  flow  of  the  great  tide  of 
human  opinion  on  the  most  important  of  subjects,  and  the 
tracea  of  which  were  to  be  for  a  long  time  visible  on  the  shores 
of  time. 

Early  in  1593  Mayenne,  yielding  to  the  pressure  of  the 
Spanish  party,  reluctantly  consented  to  assemble  the  States- 
General  of  France,  in  order  that  a  king  might  be  chosen.* 
The  duke,  who  came  to  be  thoroughly  known  to  Alexander 
Famese  before  the  death  of  that  subtle  Italian,  relied  on  his 
capacity  to  outwit  all  the  other  champions  of  the  League  and 
agents  of  Philip  now  that  the  master-spirit  had  been  re- 
snored.  As  firmly  opposed  as  ever  to  the  election  of  any 
other  candidate  but  himself,  or  possibly  his  son,  according  to 
a  secret  proposition  which  he  had  lately  made  to  the  pope,' 
he  felt  himself  obliged  to  confront  the  array  of  Spanish 
diplomatists,  lloman  prelates,  and  learned  doctors,  by  whom 
it  was  proposed  to  exclude  the  Prince  of  B^arne  from  his 
pretended  rights.  Bat  he  did  not,  after  all,  deceive  them  as 
thoroughly  as  he  imagined.  The  Spaniards  shrewdly  suspected 
tlie  French  tactics,  and  the  whole  business  was  but  a  round 
game  of  deception,  in  which  no  one  was  much  deceived,  who- 
erer  might  be  destined  ultimately  to  pocket  the  stakes, 
"I  know  from  a  very  good  source,"  said  Fuentes,  "that 
Mayenne,  Guise,  and  the  rest  of  them  are  struggling  hard 
in  order  not  to  submit  to  Beame,  and  will  suffer  everything 


*  D©  Tbou.  xi.  369.  370,  i^qq. 

*  Ibid.  665-670. 

*  "  Entraudo  en  platicaa  con  el  comi- 
•atio  del  papa  qui  vino  de  Fnincia  ha 
vAnido  decl&t&rme  en  gmu  eecreto  qae 
el  Daoa  de  Umena  le  dixo  con  el 
tniamo  no  Tendria  en  la  election  sino 
tame  en  en  hijo  oomo  lo  e«crivia  ul 
papa  7  a  el  [lidio  lo  bteiMec  y  dixeaae 
convenia  para  el  bien  de  atiticl  reyno." 


j  FuentcB  to  Pliilip.  9  June,  1593. 
(Axclu  de  Sim&ocas  MS.) 

"  HoBtrome  algo  de  lo  que  Ic  cscriTen 
en  eoto  y  demasde  lo  que  de  Koma  lo 

'  avisa  que  ol  de  Umena  haze  instuncia 
})am  que  la  gonie  del  papa  se  de  a  hu 
lujo  V  que  auda  sepaxada  de  la  de 
Y.  M<>.  t^ame  to  aame,  20  Jane, 
1593.    (Ibid.) 
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your  ^Fajesty  may  do  to  them,  even  if  you  kick  them  in  the 
mouthy  but  gtill  there  is  no  oondnsion  on  the  road  we  are 
travelling,  at  least  not  the  one  which  your  Majesty  desires. 
They  will  go  on  procrastinating  and  gaining  time,  making 
authority  for  themselves  out  of  your  Majesty's  grandeur,  imtil 
the  condition  of  things  comes  which  they  are  desiring.  Feria 
tells  me  that  they  are  still  taking  your  Majesty's  money«  but 
I  warn  your  Majesty  that  it  is  only  to  fight  off  Beame,  and 
that  they  are  only  pursuing  their  own  ends  at  your  Majesty's 
expease. "  * 

Perhaps  Mayenne  had  already  a  sufficiently  clear  insight 
into  the  not  far-distant  future,  but  he  still  presented  him- 
self in  Spanish  cloak  and  most  ultramontane  phy&tiognomy. 
His  pockets  were  indeed  full  of  Spanish  coin  at  that 
moment,  for  he  had  just  claimed  and  received  eighty-eight 
thousjind  nine  hundred  dollars  for  back  debts,  together  with 
one  hundred  and  eighty  thousand  dollars  more  to  distribute 
among  the  deputies  of  the  estates.*  *'AU  I  can  say  about 
France,"  said  Fuentes,  **i*  that  it  is  one  great  thirst  for 
money.  The  Duke  of  Feria  believes  in  a  good  result^  but 
I  think  that  ^fayenne  is  only  trying  to  pocket  as  mttch 
money  as  he  can."  '" 

Thus  foitified,  the  Duke  of  Mayenne  issued  the  address  to 
the  States-General  of  the  kingdom,  to  meet  at  an  early  day 
in  order  to  make  arrangements  to  secure  religion  and  peace, 
and  to  throw  off  the  possible  yoke  of  the  heretic  pretender. 
The  great  seal  affixed  to  the  document  represented  an  empty 
throne,  instead  of  the  usual  effigj'  of  a  king.'^ 

The  cardinal-legate  issued  a  thundering  manifesto  at  the 


'  Tambien  he  mbido  de  baen  ori- 
ginal que  <1  D.  de  riuena,  Gnisa  j  lo8 
dcmaa  por  tioveniral  jMirtidncon  el  de 
Bcnine,  uutique  vicun>en,  ctufrirun  todo 
lo  que  V.  M^  biziere  con  elloa  aanqne 
lea  pise  la  boco,  y  qoe  en  quauto  ao 
fiiere  p<fr  el  caminoqueagom,  nohabm 
coiu'luaion.  a  lo  nicnos  la  que  Y.  M'. 
detteos),  y  quo  iran  doadu  tnocbaa  largM 
parudnr  ticmjio  pil  tiiinjio,  autorninao- 
tanto  con  la  grmnden  * 


Focnles  to  PhUlp,  9  June.  1593. 
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•  Feria  to  Philip,  20  Mairh,  1S81 
(Arch,  de  BimmaoM  MS.) 

'*  Lo  one  pnodo  dezir  de  Frwscin  ee 
todo  Bed  de  dinero — el  de  Umenttoaaio 
ae  cepcra  moarle  quAnU>  (Uiu.n>  pndienu 
texno  tan  ruyn  tmceno  cuino  en  todaw" 
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eame  time  sustaining  Mayenne  and   virulently  denouncing 
the  B^arnese.'* 

The  politicians'  party  now  seized  the  ojiportunity  to  impress 
upon  Henry  that  the  decisive  raoraent  was  come. 

The  Spaniard,  the  priest,  and  the  League,  had  heated  the 
furnace.  The  iron  was  iit  a  wliite  heat.  Now  was  the  time 
to  strike.  Seeretary  of  State  Kevol,  Gaspar  de  ScJiomberg, 
Jacques  Auguste  de  Thou,  the  eminent  historian,  and  otlier 
influential  personages  urged  the  king  to  give  to  the  great 
question  the  only  possible  sohition. 

Said  the  king  with  much  meekness,  '*  If  I  am  in  error,  let 
those  who  attack  me  with  so  much  fury  instrtict  me,  and  show 
me  the  way  of  salvation.  I  hate  those  who  act  against  tlieir 
conscience.  I  pardon  all  those  who  are  inspired  by  truly 
religious  motives,  and  I  am  ready  to  receive  all  into  favour 
whom  the  love  of  peace,  nut  the  chagrin  of  ill-will,  has  dis- 
gusted with  the  war.**" 

There  was  a  great  meeting  of  Leaj^ners  at  the  LouiTe, 
to  listen  to  Mayenne,  the  cardinal-legate,  Cardinal  Pellcve,  the 
Duke  ofGui.se,  and  otlier  chieftains.  The  DukeofFeria  made 
a  long  speech  in  Latin,  setting  fortii  the  tSpanish  policy,  veiled 
as  usual,  but  already  sufficiently  well  known,  and  assuring 
the  assembly  that  the  King  of  Spain  desired  nothing  so  much 
as  the  peace  of  France  and  of  all  the  world,  together  with  the 
supremacy  of  the  Eoman  Church.  Whether  these  objects 
could  best  be  attained  by  the  election  of  Philip  or  of  his 
daughter^  as  sovereign,  with  the  Archduke  Ernest  as  king- 
eoosort,  or  with  perhaps  the  Duke  of  Guise  or  some  other 
eligible  husband,  were  fair  subjects  for  discussion.  No  selfish 
motive  influenced  the  king,  and  he  placed  all  his  wealth  and 
all  his  armies  at  the  disposal  of  the  League  to  carry  out  these 
great  projects.^* 

Then  there  was  a  conference  at  Surene  between  the  chiefe 
of  the   League   and   tlie  "  political "   leaders ;  the  27  April, 
Archbishop  of  Lyons,  the   cardinal-legate,  Vitlars,  *^^^' 
Admiral  of  France  and  defender  of  Rouen,  B^lin,  Governor 
«  D«  THmi,  xi.  675.  '»  Ibkl.  683.  "  Ibid.  703-705. 
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of  Paris,  President  Jeaimin,  and  others  upon  one  side  ;  upon 

the  other,  the  Archbishop  of  Bourges,  Bellievre^  Scbomberg, 
Bevol,  and  Be  Thou.'* 

The  Archbishop  of  Lyons  said  that  their  party  uronld  do 
nothing  either  to  frustrate  or  to  support  the  mission  of 
Fisani,  and  that  the  pope  wotild,  as  ever,  do  all  that  conld 
be  done  to  maintain  the  interests  of  the  true  religion.^* 

The  Archbishop  of  Bourges,  knowing  well  the  meaning  of 
such  fine  phrases,  replied  that  he  had  much  respect  for  the 
holy  father,  but  that  popes  had  now  become  the  slaves  and 
tools  of  the  King  of  S^min,  who,  because  he  was  powerful,  held 
them  subject  to  tiis  caprice." 

At  an  adjouraed  meeting  at  the  same  place,  the  Archbishop 
10  Mil  J,  of  Lyons  said  that  all  questions  had  been  asked  and 
^'^^'^-  answered.     All  now  depended  on  the  pope,  whom 

the  League  would  always  obey.  If  the  pope  would  accept 
the  reconciliation  of  the  Prince  of  Beame  it  waa  weU-  fie 
hoped  that  his  conversion  would  be  sincere,'" 

The  political  archbishop  (of  Bourges)  replied  to  the  Leagoe's 
archbishop,  that  there  was  no  time  for  delays,  and  for  joume3*B 
by  land  and  sea  to  Home.  The  least  obstruction  might 
prove  fatal  to  both  parties.  Let  the  Leaguers  now  show 
th^t  the  serenity  of  their  faces  was  but  the  mirror  of  their 
minds. 

But  the  Leaguers'  archbishop  said  that  he  could  make  no 
furtlier  advances.     So  ended  the  conference.^* 

The  chiefs  of  the  politicians  now  went  to  the  king  and 
informed  him  that  the  decisive  moment  liad  arrived.** 

Henry  hud  preseiTed  his  coolness  throughout.  Amid  all 
the  hubbub  of  learned  doctors  of  law,  archbishops — Leaguer 
and  political — Sorbonne  pedants,  solemn  grandees  from  Spam 
with  I^tin  orations  in  their  pockets,  intriguing  Goiasi, 
huckstering  Atayennes,  wrathful  Huguenots,  sangoinary 
cardinal-legates,  threatening  world-monarchs — heralded  by 
Spanish  musketeers,  Italian  lancers,  and  German  reiten — 


>*  De  Thou,  xi.  71»-7o5. 
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shrill  screams  of  warniog  from  the  English  queen,  grim  de- 
nunciations from  Butch  Calrinists,  scornful  repulses  from  the 
holy  father ;  he  kept  his  temjwr  auil  his  eye-sight,  as  perfectly 
as  he  had  ever  done  through  the  smoke  and  din  of  the 
wildest  battle-field.  None  knew  better  than  he  how  to  detect 
the  weakness  of  the  advereaiy,  and  to  sound  the  charge  upon 
hifl  wavering  line. 

He  blew  the  blast — sure  that  loyal  Cutholics  and  Protestants 
alike  would  now  follow  him  peU-melL 

On  the  IGth  May,  1593,  he  gave  notice  that  he  consented 
to  get  himself  instructed,  and  that  he  summoned  an      le  umj, 
assembly  at  Mantes  on  the  15th  July,  of  bishops,      ^^^*' 
theologians,  princes,  lords,  and  courts  of  parliament  to  hold 
council,  and  to  advise  him  what  was  best  to  do  for  religion 
and  the  State.^' 

Meantime  he  returned  to  the  siege  of  Dreux,  made  an 
assault  on  the  pla(;e,  was  repulsed,  and  then  hung  nine 
prisoners  of  war  in  full  sight  of  the  garrison  as  a  punishment 
for  their  temerity  in  resisting  him."  The  place  soon  al'ter 
capitulated  (8th  July,  1593). 

The  interval  between  the  summons  and  the  assembling  of 
the  clerical  and  lay  notal.iles  at  IMantes  was  employed  by  the 
Leaguers  in  frantic  and  contriidictor)''  efforts  to  retrieve  a 
game  which  the  most  sagacious  knew  to  be  lost.  But  the 
politicians  were  equal  to  the  occcision,  and  baffled  them  at 
every  point. 

The  Leaguers'  archbishop  inveighed  bitterly  against  the 
abominable  edicts  recently  issued  in  favour  of  the  Protes- 
tants. 

The  political  archbishop  (of  Bourges)  replied  not  by  defend- 
ing, but  by  warmly  disapproving,  those  decrees  of  toleration, 
by  excusing  the  king  for  having  granted  them  for  a  temporary 
purpose,  and  by  asserting  positively  that,  so  soon  as  the  king 
should  be  converted,  he  would  no  longer  countenance  such 
measures." 

It  is  superfluous  to  observe  that  very  ditferent  language 
='  D©  Thou,  xi  751.  «  Ibid.  xii.  6.  a  Ibid.  xi.  753. 
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wms  held  on  the  put  of  Henry  to  the  English  and  Dutch 
Ph>testant8y  and  to  the  Hnguenots  of  his  own  kingdom. 

And  there  were  many  meetings  of  the  Leagners  in  Paria, 
many  belligerent  speeches  by  the  cardinal-legate,  proclaiming 
war  to  the  knife  ratiter  than  that  the  name  of  Henry  the 
heretic  should  ever  be  heard  of  again  as  candidate  for 
the  throne,  various  propositions  spasmodically  made  in  full 
assembly  by  Feria,  Ybfura,  Tassis,  the  jurisconsult  Mendosa, 
and  otlier  Spanish  agents  in  favi  urof  the  Infanta  as  queen  of 
France,  with  Archduke  Ernest  or  the  Duke  of  Guise,  or  any 
other  eligible  prince,  for  her  husltaud. 

The  League  issued  a  formal  and  furious  invective  in  answer 
to  Henry's  announcement ;  proving  by  copious  citations  from 
Jeremiah,  St.  Epiphany,  St.  Jerome,  St  Cyprian,  and  St. 
Bernard,  that  it  was  easier  for  a  leopard  to  change  his  spots 
or  for  a  blackatnoor  to  be  washed  white,  than  for  a  heretic  to 
be  converted,  and  that  the  king  was  thinking  rather  of  the 
crown  of  France  than  of  a  heavenly  crown,  in  his  approaching 
conversion — ^an  opinion  which  there  were  few  to  gainsay.**  ^ 

And  the  Duke  of  Neraoors  wTote  to  his  half-brother,  tlie     H 
Duke  of  3Iayenne,  oflferiug  to  use  all  his  influence  to  bring 
about  Mayenne's  election  as  king  on  condition  that  if  these 

efforts   failed,   Mayenne   dbould  do  his  best  to  procure  the 

election  of  Nemoni&'*  |^^H 

And  the  Parliament  of  Paris  formally  and  prospectiv^^^^ 
proclaimed  any  election  of  a  foreigner  null  and  void,  and  sent 
deputies  to  Mayenne  urging  him  never  to  consent  to  tlie 
election  of  the  Infanta, 

\Miat  l»elp,  said  they,  can  the  League  expect  from  the  old 
and  broken  Philip,  from  a  king  who  in  thirty  years  has  not 
been  able,  with  all  the  resources  of  his  kingdoms,  to  sabdoe 
the  revolted  provinces  of  the  Netherlands  ?  How  can  he  hope 
to  conquer  France  ?  Pay  no  further  heed  to  the  legate,  they 
said,  who  is  laugliiug  in  his  sleeve  at  the  miseries  and  d^ 
tractions  of  our  country.*  So  spake  tlie  deputies  of  the 
League-Parliament  to  the  great  captain  of  the  League, 
**  De  Thoii,  li.  7t5l.  »  IWd.  77D.  »•  Ibid.  7M. 
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the  Duke  of  Mayenne.  It  was  obvirviis  that  the  *'  great  and 
holy  confederacy  "  was  becoming  less  confident  of  it^  invind- 
bility.  Madam  League  was  suddenly  grown  decrepit  in  the 
eyes  of  her  adorers. 

Mayenne  was  angry  at  tlie  action  of  the  Parliament,  and 
vehemently  swore  that  he  would  annul  their  decree.  Parlia- 
ment met  his  threats  with  dignity,  and  res<ilved  to  stand  by 
the  decree,  even  if  they  all  died  in  their  places.*' 

At  the  same  time  the  Duke  of  Feria  su<idenly  produced 
in  full  asseinldy  of  Lenguers  a  written  order  from  I'hilip  that 
the  Duke  of  Guise  and  the  Infanta  should  at  once  be  elected 
king  and  queen.**  Taken  by  surprise,  Mayenne  dissembled 
his  rage  in  masterly  fashion,  jiromised  Feria  to  support,  the 
election,  and  at  once  began  to  biggie  for  conditions.  He 
stipulated  that  he  should  have  for  himself  the  governments  of 
Champagne,  Burgundy,  and  La  Brie,  and  that  they  sliould  be 
hereditary  in  his  family.  He  furthermore  demanded  that 
Guise  should  cede  to  him  the  principality  of  Joinville,  and 
that  they  should  pay  him  on  the  spot  in  hard  njoney  two 
hundred  tboustuid  crowns  in  goKl,  six  hundred  thousand  more 
in  different  payments,  together  with  an  annual  payment  of 
fifty  thousand  crowns.*^ 

It  was  obvious  that  the  duke  did  not  undervalue  himself, 
but  he  had  after  aU  no  intention  of  falling  into  the  trap  set 
for  him.  "He  lias  made  these  promises  (as  above  given) 
in  writing,"  said  the  Duke  of  Savoy's  envoy  to  his  master, 
"but  he  will  never  keep  tliem.  The  Duchess  of  Mayenne 
could  not  help  telling  me  that  her  husband  will  never  consent 
that  the  Duke  of  Guise  should  have  tlie  throne."  ^  From  this 
resolve  he  bad  never  wavered,  and  was  not  likely  to  do  so 
DOW.  Accoi'dingly  the  man  "  of  bis  word,  of  faith,  and  truth," 
whom  even  the  astute  Famese  had  at  times  half  believed  in, 
and  whoha^l  received  millions  of  Philip's  money,  now  thought 
it  time  to  break  with  Philip. 

He  issued  a  manifesto,^'  in  which  he  observed  that  the 

V  De  Thow.  xi.  787.  *»  Fbid  siL  8,  »  Ibid.  10. 
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Tlhliiiriiiiiil  flf  Kmse  hMk  dettred  that  Philip  should  he 
deeied  Kiiif:ci€FimBee»aBd  euiroathiBdeagiiof  a  oniTereftl 
■OHK^.  M  dK  qslj  MUB  of  eHorii^r  ^^  M^  <xf  ^ 
CbiUie  R^ioB  a^  te  parifiralww  of  the  iKorld.  It 
feared,  hpvevcr,  and  Mtjmam^  that  the  king  might  oane  to  j 
dM  MSie  ■Irfiafaiii  which  bolaO  his  Cither,  who,  when  H 
vaa  Hffpoaed  thai  ho  wm-  wmpkeA  obIj  hf  private  ambitioin, 
aad  hf  the  hope  of  plaoag  a  hereditavy  murenal  crown  in 
has  frmilT,  had  ezeked  the  anhnwity  of  the  princes  of  the 
iMfMi  ^^  If  a  BMre  SMpiBiQn  had  caused  80  great  a  iniafor> 
tmm  m  tiko  frnfinT  nrntimmm}  the  man  of  his  word,  **  what 
wiD  the  prinoea  of  all  Europe  do  when  they  find  his  Majesty 
etocted  kng  of  nance,  and  grown  by  incieaae  of  power  to 
ftrmiUife  to  Qm  worid?  Om  it  be  docd>ted  that  they  will 
At  to  arms  at  ooee,  and  gfre  all  their  support  to  the  King  of 
Kavane,  heretic  thovgh  be  be?  What  motive  had  so  many 
piimiHt  to  tiaieiae  Philip's  designs  in  the  Netherlands^  bat 
desire  to  destroy  the  enonoous  power  which  they  feared? 
Theiefore  had  the  Queen  of  £n^and,  althoogb  refusing  the 
sorer^gnty,  defended  the  independence  of  the  Nptherl 
these  fifteen  yeeis. 

** However  desirable/'  continued  3Iayeiine,  'that  this  vm^ 
Tersal  monarchy,  for  which  the  house  of  Austria  tias  so  long 
been  working,  should  be  established,  yet  the  king  is  too 
prudent  not  to  see  the  difficulties  in  his  way.  Althoogh  he 
has  conqnered  Portugal,  he  is  prevented  by  the  fieets  of 
Holland  and  England  from  taking  possession  of  the  richest 
of  the  Portuguese  poasiessious  the  islands  and  the  Indies.  He 
will  find  in  France  insuperable  objections  to  his  election  as 
king,  for  he  could  in  this  case  well  reproach  the  Leagoera 
with  having  been  changed  fix>m  Frenclmien  into  Spaniards. 
He  must  gee  that  his  case  is  hopeless  in  France,  he  who  for 
thirty  years  has  been  in  Tain  endeavouring  to  re-establish  his 
authority  in  the  Netherlands.  It  would  be  impossible  in  tho 
present  position  of  affairs  to  become  either  the  king  or  the 
protector  of  France.  Tlie  dignity  of  France  allows  H 
"  De  Thoii,  xii.  13-at. 
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Mayenne  then  insiflted  on  the  necessity  of  a  truce  with  the 
royalists  or  poHticiana,  and,  assembling  the  estates  at  the 
Louvre  on  tlie  4th  July,  he  read  a  written  paper  declining 
for  the  moment  to  hold  an  eleetiun  for  king.^ 

John  Baptist  Tassis,  next  day,  replied  by  declaring  that  in 
this  case  Philip  would  send  no  more  eoccours  of  men  or 
money ;  for  that  the  only  cfFct-tual  counter-poison  to  the  pre- 
tended conversion  of  the  prince  of  Bwirne  was  the  immediate 
election  of  a  king.** 

Thus  did  Mayenne  escape  from  the  snare  in  which  the 
Spaniards  thought  to  catch  the  man  who,  as  they  now  knew, 
was  changing  every  day,  and  was  true  to  nothing  save  his  own 
interests. 

And  now  the  great  day  had  come.  The  conversion  of 
Henry  to  the  Roman  faith,  fixed  long  before  for  the  23rd 
July,  1593,  formally  took  place  at  the  time  appointetL* 
From  six  in  the  morning  till  the  stroke  of  noon  did  Henry 
listen  to  the  exhortations  and  expoundings  of  the  learned 
prelates  and  doctora  whom  he  had  convoked,  the  politic  Arch- 
bishop of  Bourges  taking  the  lead  in  this  long-expected  in- 
Btruction.  After  six  mortal  hours  had  come  to  an  end,  the 
king  rose  from  his  knees,  somewhat  wearied,  but  entirely 
insti'ucted  and  convinced.  He  thanked  the  bishops  for  having 
taught  liim  that  of  which  he  was  before  quite  ignorant,  and 
assured  them  that,  after  having  invoked  the  light  of  the  Holy 
Ghost  upon  his  musings,  he  should  think  seriously  over  what 
they  lind  just  taught  him,  in  order  to  come  to  a  resolution 
salutary  to  himself  and  to  the  State.^ 

Nothing  roidd  bo  more  candid.  Next  day,  at  oight  in  the 
morning,  there  was  a  great  show  in  the  cathedral  of  Saint 
Denis,  and  the  population  of  Paris,  notwithstanding  the  pro- 
hibition of  the  Ijoague  authorities,  rushed  thither  in  immense 
crowds  to  witness  the  ceremony  of  the  reconciliation  of  the 
king.  Henry  went  to  the  church,  clothed  as  became  a  freshly 
purified  heretic,  in  white  satin  doublet  and  hose,  white  silk 
stockings,  and  white  silk  shoes  with  white  roses  in  them  •  but 
«•  De  Tlion.  xil.  24,  «  Riid.  >■  Tbid.  9(Va'S,  »  IhM. 
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with  a  bbck  hat  mod  a  black  mantle.'^  There  was  a  great 
pcDoessioD  with  bUre  of  trumpet  and  beat  of  dniitu  The 
streets  were  strewn  with  flowers. 

Ab  Henry  entered  the  great  portal  of  the  cbuivh,  be  found 
tlM  Avdibish«ip  of  Boarges,  seated  in  state,  eflfulgcnt  in  mitre 
and  chasnble.  and  smrtnmded  br  other  magnifioent  prelates 
in  gorgeous  attire- 

"Who  aie  too,  and  what  do  you  want?**  said  the  nrch-^ 
buiiop. 

•I  am  the  king,"  roetkly  replied  Henry,  "and  i  demand 
to  be  received  into  the  boeom  of  the  Roman  Catholic  Church." 

•*  Do  you  wish  it  sincerely  ?**  asked  the  prelate. 

**  I  wish  it  with  all  my  heart,"  said  the  king.* 

Then  throwing  himself  on  hia  knees,  the  Beame — great 
champJOQ  of  the  Hngueoots — protested  before  God  that  he 
would  live  and  die  in  the  Catholic  faith,  and  that  he  re- 
nounced all  heresy.  A  passiige  was  with  dilficulty  opened 
througli  the  crowd,  and  he  was  then  led  to  tlie  high  altar, 
amid  the  acclamaticms  of  the  people.  Here  he  koelt  devoutly 
and  repeated  his  protestations.  His  unction  and  contrition 
were  most  impressive,  and  the  people,  of  oourse,  wept  piteously. 
The  king,  during  the  progress  of  the  ceremony,  vnth  hands 
clasped  together  and  adoring  the  Eucharist  with  his  eyes,  or, 
as  the  Host  was  elevate<l,  smiting  himself  thrice  upon  the 
breast,  was  a  model  of  passionate  devotion." 

Afterwards  he  retired  to  a  pavilion  behind  the  altar,  when? 
the  archbishop  confessed  and  absolved  him.  Then  the  Tl» 
Deum  sounded,  and  high  mass  was  celebrated  by  the  Bishop 
of  Xantea.  Then,  amid  acclamations  and  blessings,  and  witii 
largess  to  the  crowd,  the  king  retumfnl  to  the  monastery 
of  Saint  Deni«i,  where  he  dined  amid  a  multitude  of  spectators, 
who  thronged  so  thickly  around  him  that  his  dinner-table  was 
nearly  overset.      These  were  the  very  Parisians,  who,  but 


W  FonUnieu  portefL-uilles,  Jfoe.  416, 
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three  years  before,  had  been  feeding  on  rats  and  dogs  and 
dead  men's  bones,  and  the  bcMjies  of  their  own  children, 
rather  than  open  their  gates  to  this  same  IVince  of  Beame. 

Now,  although  Mayenno  had  set  strong  guards  at  tho&e 
gates,  and  had  most  strietly  prohibited  all  egress,  the  city 
vas  emptied  of  its  poptilaco,  which  pressed  in  transports  of 
adoration*"  around  the  man  so  lately  the  object  of  their  hate. 
Yet  few  could  seriously  btdiexo  that  much  change  had  been 
effected  in  the  inner  soul  of  him,  whom  the  legato,  and 
the  Spaniard,  and  the  holy  father  at  Kome  still  continued 
to  denounce  as  the  vilest  of  heretics  and  the  most  infanions 
of  impostors. 

The  comedy  was  admirably  jilaywl  out  and  was  entirely  suc- 
cessful. It  may  bo  supposed  that  the  chief  actor  was,  how- 
ever, somewhat  wearied.  In  private,  he  mocked  at  all  this 
ecclesiastical  mummery,  and  described  himself  as  heartily 
sick  of  the  business.  "  I  arrived  here  lost  evening/'  lie  wrote 
to  the  beautiful  Gabrielle,  "  and  was  importuned  with  *  God 
save  you '  till  bed-time.  In  regard  to  the  Leaguers  I  am  of  the 
order  of  St,  Thomas.  I  am  beginning  to-mon'ow  morning  tx) 
talk  to  the  bishops,  besides  those  I  told  you  about  yesterday. 
At  this  moment  of  writing  I  have  a  hundred  of  these  impor- 
tunates  on  my  shoulders,  who  wiU  make  me  hate  Saint  Denia 
as  mucli  as  you  hate  Mantes.  'Tis  to-morrow  tliat  I  take  the 
perilous  leap.  I  kiss  a  million  times  the  beautiful  hands  of 
my  angel  and  the  mouth  of  my  dear  mistreas."  *^ 

A  truce^renewed  at  intervals — with  the  Leaguers  lasted 
till  the  end  of  the  year.  The  Duke  of  Nevers  was  sent  on 
special  mkiion  to  I^:>mo  to  procure  the  holy  fathers  con- 
sent to  the  great  heretic's  reconciliation  to  the  Churcli,  and  ho 
was  instnicted  to  make  the  king's  submission  in  terms  so  whole- 
sale ami  so  abject  that  eyen  some  of  the  life-long  papists  of 
France  were  disgusted,  wliile  every  honest  Protestant  in  Europe 
shrank  into  himself  for  sliame.''^     But  Clement,  overawed  by 

English  envoy,  "your  lordship  shall 
reoeivo  a  copy  of  tho  n-qwest  which 
M.  de  Nevers  preaontc«l  to  the  pope  on 
the  king's  behaJf— by  the  sight  whereof 


«  Do  Thoo,  xiL  35. 
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Philip  ftnd  his  ambassador,  was  deaf  to  all  the  representations 
of  the  French  envoy.    He  protested  that  he  would  not  belier^M 
ill  the  sincerity  of  the  B^arne's  conversion  unless  an  angel 
from  Heaven  should  reveal  it  to  him.     So  Nevers  left  Home 
highly  exasperated,  and  })rofessing  that  ho  would  rather  have 
lost  a  leg,  that  he  would  rather  have  been  sewn  in  a  sack  an4 
tossed  into  the  Til>er,  than  bear  back  such  a  message.     The 
pope  ordered  the  prelutes  who  had  accontpanied  Nevers 
remain  in  Rome  and  be  tried  by  the  Inquisition  for 
prision  of  heresy,  but  the  duke  placed  them  by  his  side  and! 
marched  out  of  the  Porta  del  Popolo  with  them,  threaten* j 
ing  to  kill  any  man   who  should  attempt  to  enforce  tb« 
command.*^ 

Meantime  it  became  necessary  to  follow  up  the  St*  Denia 
comedy  with  a  still  more  exhilarating  popular  8peeta<>l&] 
The  heretic  liad  been  purified,  confessed,  absolved.  It  was 
time  for  a  consecration.  But  there  wtis  a  difficulty.  Although ^j 
the  fever  of  loyalty  to  the  ancient  house  of  Bourbon,  noA«^| 
redeemed  from  its  worship  of  the  false  gods,  was  8| •reading  ^^ 
contagiously  through  tlie  provinces;  although  all  the  white 
eilk  in  Lyons  had  been  cut  into  scarves  and  banners  to 
celebrate  the  reconciliation  of  the  candid  king  with  mother 
Clmn-h ;  although  that  ancient  city  was  ablaze  with  Iwnfirea 
and  il  hi  mi  nations,  while  its  streets  ran  red,  with  blood  no 
longer,  but  with  wine;  and  although  Madam  League, 
lately  t!io  object  of  fondest  adoration,  was  now  public! 
burned  in  the  effigy  of  a  grizzly  hag;**  yet  Paris  still  held 
for  that  decrepit  beldame,  and  closed  its  gates  to  tlw 
Beamese. 

The  city  of  Rheiras,  too,  had  not  acknowledged  the  former 
Huguenot,  and  it  was  at  Rheims,  in  the  church  of  St  Beniv, 


it  wiJ!  appear  to  your  lo.  how  abjectlv 
ho  dudi  therein  debase  the  kin^ti 
onthority  ond  dipjity,  wlierewiLh  ttio 
mott  tuptTfiitioui  CaihoUc«  here  are  »o 
detfiiled,  u  tliuy  prombo  to  procure 
the  mmv  to  bo  disavowed  by  tho 
QOartHof  parliament  as  deniguting  from 
lbs  digiiily  of  tho  Gallicftii  Cliurch." 


Edmoads  (who  wh  scorcfauy  |o  fir  1 
H.  Umptoo,  and  in  hb  ahieaoe  agwit 
or  ch&Tg6  d'afbixu)  to  BoMiaaf,  W 
Dee.  1593,  [E.  P.  OSm  1I&) 
Comporo  De  Tlioa,  xiL  88,  ami  Bor. 
B.  xxiii,  p.  151. 

*»  Do  Thou.  xii.  83-Sl. 

**  Ibid.  114. 
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that  the  Holy  Hottle  was  preserved.  With  what  chrism,  by 
vrliat  prelate,  should  the  eonsecratiou  of  llenry  be  performed  ? 
Five  years  before,  the  League  had  pro[K)«ed  in  the  estates  of 
Blois  to  place  among  tlie  funik mental  laws  of  the  kingdom 
that  no  king  should  bo  considered  a  legitimate  sovereign 
whose  head  had  not  been  anointed  by  the  bishop  at  Eheims 
with  oil  from  tliut  holy  bottle.  But  it  was  now  decided  that 
to  ascribe  a  mouopt^ly  of  sanetity  to  that  prelate  and  to  that 
bottle  would  be  to  make  a  sehism  in  the  Church.** 

Moreover  it  was  discovered  that  there  was  a  chrism  in 
existence  still  more  efficacious  than  the  famous  oil  of  St. 
R^ray.  One  hundred  and  twelve  years  before  the  baptism 
of  Clovis,  St  Martin  had  accidentally  tumbled  down  stairs, 
and  lay  desperately  bruised  and  at  the  point  of  deatli.  But» 
according  to  Snlpicius  Severus,  an  angel  had  straightway 
descended  from  heaven,  and  with  a  miraculous  balsam  had 
anointed  the  contusiouB  of  the  saint,  who  next  day  felt  no 
farther  inconveniences  from  his  fall.  The  balsam  had  ever 
since  been  preserved  in  the  church  of  Marmoutier  near  Tours. 
Here,  then,  was  the  most  jjotcnt  of  unguents  brought  directly 
from  heaven.  To  mix  a  portion  thereof  with  the  chrism  of 
consecration  was  clearly  more  judicious  than  to  make  use  of 
the  holy  bottle,  especially  as  the  holy  bottle  was  not  within 
reai'h.  The  monks  of  Marmoutier  consented  to  lend  the 
Bacred  phial  containing  the  famous  oil  of  St.  Martin  for  the 
grand  occasion  of  the  royal  consecration. 

Accompanied  by  a  strong  military  escort  provided  by  Giles 
de  Souvri,  governor  of  Touraine,  a  deputation  of  fi-iars 
brought  the  phial  to  Chailres,  w^here  the  consecration  was  to 
take  place.  Prayers  were  offered  up,  without  ceasing,  in  the 
monastery  during  their  absence  that  no  mishap  should  befal 
the  sacred  treasure.  When  the  monks  anived  at  Chartres, 
four  young  barons  of  the  first  nobility  were  assigned  to  them 
as  hostages  for  the  safe  restoration  of  the  phial,  which  was 
then  borne  in  triumph  to  the  cathedral,  the  streets  through 
which  it  was  carried  being  covered  with  ta[jefltry.     There  was 

«  DeThou.  xii.  120-12U. 
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a  great  ceremony,  a  sfilendid  consecration ;  six  bishops,  wit 
2fi  Feb.    mitres  on  their  lieads  and  in  gala  robes,  ofliciatina 
1594.       j^f^gj.  ^iiici,  the  king  knelt  before  the  altar  and  to< 
the  cnstonmry  oath.** 

Tliiia  the  champion  of  the  fierce  Huguenots,  the  well- 
l^eloved  of  tho  dead  La  None  and  the  living  Duplessis  Momay, 
the  devoted  knight  of  tho  heretic  Qneen  Elizabeth,  tli 
sworn  ally  of  the  stout  Datcli  Calvinists,  was  pom|)ona!^ 
reconciled  to  that  Rome  which  was  the  object  of  their  hatred 
and  their  fear. 

The  admirably  arranged  spectacles  of  the  instruction  a^ 
St.   Denis  and  the  consecration  at  Chartres  were  foUowe 
on  the  day  of  the  vernal  equinox  by  a  third  and  most  oonclo  " 
sivo  ceremony. 

A  secret  arrangement  had  been  made  with  Do  00686- 
2 1-22  Mar.  Brlssac,  govemof  of  Paris,  by  tho  king,  accordiB 
^^^*'  to   which   the   gates  of  Paris   were   at   last  to 

opened  to  him."  The  governor  obtained  a  high  price  for  1 
services— throe  hundred  thonsand  livres  in  hard  ca«h,  thir 
thousand  a  year  for  his  life,  and  the  truncheon  of  marshal  i 
Frauee.*''  Thus  purchased,  Brissac  made  his  preparatio 
with  remarkable  secrecy  and  skill.  Envoy  Tbarra,  who  ha 
scented  something  suspicious  iu  the  air,  had  gone  straight 
the  goveraor  for  information,  but  the  keen  Spaniard  wa 
thrown  out  by  the  governor's  ingenuous  protestations  of 
ignorance.  The  next  morning,  March  22nd,  was  stormy 
and  rainy,  and  long  before  daylight  Ybarra,  still  uneasy 
despite  the  statements  of  Brissac,  was  wandering  about  i 
streets  of  Paris  when  he  became  the  involuntary  witaesB 
an  extraordinary  spectacle.** 

Through  tho  wind  and  tho  rain  carae  trampling  along 
dark  streets  of  the  capital  a  botly  of  four  thousand  troopea 
and  lansqueuettes.     Many  torch-bearers  attended  on  the  pr 
cession,  whose  flambeaux  threw  a  lurid  light  upon  tlie  sceiM 


«  DeTbnu,  xii.  120-129. 


*J  Ibid.  138-141. 


«»  YhxTn.  to  ,  28  MatcJi.  1594. 
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There,  surroimded  by  the  swart  aDd  grizzly  bearded  visagjes 
of  these  strange  men-at-arms,  who  were  discharging^  their 
arquebuses,  as  they  advanced  upon  afiy  bystantlcrs  likely  to 
op{K>se  their  progress ;  in  the  vi-ry  mi(l»t  i>f  this  sen  of  helmed 
heads,  the  envoy  was  enabled  tu  recognise  the  martial  figure 
of  the  Prinee  of  Bearne.  Armed  to  the  teeth,  with  sword  in 
hand  and  dagger  at  side,  the  hero  of  lyry  rode  at  last  throu^di 
the  barriers  whit-h  had  so  long  kept  him  from  his  capital. 
"  Twas  hke  eoelmntment,"  said  Yl.i«rra.^  The  first-  Bourbon 
entered  the  city  through  the  same  gate  out  of  which  the  last 
Valois  had,  five  years  before,  so  ignomim'ously  fled.  It  was 
a  midnight  surprise,  although  not  fully  accomplished  imtil 
near  the  dawn  of  day.  It  was  not  a  triumphal  entrance;  nor  did 
Henry  come  as  the  victorious  standard-bearer  of  a  great  i)rin- 
ciple.  He  had  defeated  the  League  in  many  battle-fields, 
but  the  League  still  hissed  defiance  at  him  from  the  very 
hearthstone  of  his  ancestral  palace.  He  had  now  crept,  in 
order  to  conquer,  even  lower  than  the  League  itself;  and 
casting  off  his  Huguenot  skin  at  last,  he  had  soared  over  the 
heads  of  all  men,  the  presidiog  genius  of  the  holy  Catholic 
Church. 

Twenty-one  years  before,  he  had  entered  the  same  city  on 
the  conclusion  of  one  of  the  truces  which  had  varied  the  long 
monotony  of  the  religious  wars  of  France.  The  youthful  eon 
of  Antony  Bourlwn  and  Joan  of  Albret  had  then  appeared 
as  the  champion  and  the  idol  of  the  nngueuota.  In  the  same 
1  year  had  come  the  fatal  nuptials  with  the  bride  of  St.  Bartho- 
lomew, the  first  Catholic  conversion  of  Henry  and  the  mas- 
aacre  at  which  the  world  still  shuddei*s. 

Now  he  was  chief  of  the  "Politicians,"  and  sworn  supporter 
of  the  Council  of  Trent.  Earnest  Huguenots  were  hanging 
their  heads  in  despair. 

He   represented   the  principle  of  national  unity  against 

[national   dismemberment   by  domestic  treason   and   foreign 

violence.     Had  tliat  principle  been  Ids  real  inspiration,  as  it 

[wild  in  truth  his  sole  support,  history  might  judge  him  more 

«•  MB.  last  cilwl. 
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leniently.     Had  he  relied  upon  it  entirely  it  might  have  been 

strong  enough  to  restore  him  to  the  throne  of  his  aneestow, 

without  the  famous  religious  apostasy  with  which  his  name  u  ^J 

for  over  associated.   It  m  by  no  means  certain  that  ]:)crmanent  ^H 

religious  toleration  might  not  have  been  the  result  of  his      ' 

mounting  the  throne,  only  when  he  could  do  so  without 

renouncing  the  faith  of  his  fathers.     A  day  of  civilization 

may  come  perhaps,  sooner  or  later,  when  it  will  bo  of  no 

earthly  consequence  to  their  fellow  creatures  to  wliat  creed, 

what  church,  what  religious  dogma  kings  or  humbler  indi 

duals  may  be  partial ;  when  tJie  relations  between  man  and 

his  Maker  shall  be  undefiled  by  political  or  social  intrusion. 

But  the  day  will  never  come  when  it  can  be  otherwise  than 

damaging  to    public  morality  and  humiliating  to  human 

digm'ty  to  forswear  principle  for  a  price,  and  to  make  the 

mast  awful  of  mysteries  the  subject  of  political  legerdemain^J 

and  theatrical  bulToonery.  ^H 

The  so-called  conversion  of  tho  king  marks  an  epoch  in  ^* 

human  history.    It  strengthened  tho  Itoman  Church  and  gave 

it  an  indefinite  renewal  of  life ;  but  it  sapped  the  foundations 

of  religious  faith.  The  appearance  of  Henry  the  Huguenot 

the  champion  of  the  Council  of  Trent  was  of  itself  too  biti; 

an  epigram  not  to  be  extensively  destructive.     AYhother 

good  or  in,  religion  was  fast  ceasing  to  be  the  mainspring  of 

political  combinations,  the  motive  of  great  wars  and  niUit 

convulsions.     The  age  of  religion  was  to  bo  succeeded  by  t 

age  of  commerce. 

But  the  king  was  now  on  his  throne.     All  Paris  was 
rapture.      There  was  Te  Deum  with  high  mass  in  Noi 
Dame,  and   the  populace  was   howling    itself  hoane  with 
rapture  in  honour  of  him  so  lately  the  object  of  tlt< 
curso.  Even  the  Sorbnuoo  tlet.'lared  in  favour  of  the  i 
heretic,'^  and  the  decision  of  those  sages  had  vast  infli 
with    loss    enlightened    mortals.     Tliere    was    nothing   le 
for  the  Duke  of  Toria  but  to  take  lumself  off  and 
Latin  orations  in  favour  of  the  Infanta  elsewhere,  if  fit 
"  April  22,  1594.    Capeflgnc  viL  19M. 


1594. 


DEPARTUE  OF  THE  SPANJSH  GARHISON. 


247 


ence  elsewhere  could  bo  found  A  week  after  the  entrance 
of  Henry,  the  Spanish  garrison  accordingly  was  28  March, 
allowed  to  leave  Paris  with  the  honours  of  war.  *^^*' 

"  We  marched  out  at  2  p.m.,"  wrote  the  duke  to  his  master, 
"  with  closed  ranks,  colours  displayed,  and  drums  beating. 
First  came  the  Italians  and  then  the  Spaniiirds,  in  the 
midst  of  whom  was  myself  on  horseback,  with  the  Walloons 
marching  near  me.  The  Prince  of  Beame  *' — it  was  a  solace 
to  the  duke's  heart,  of  which  he  never  could  be  deprived,  to 
_  call  the  king  by  that  title — "  was  at  a  window  over  the  gate 
p  of  St  Denis  through  which  we  took  our  departure.  He  was 
dressed  in  liglit  grey,  with  a  black  hat  surmounted  by  a  great 
white  feather.  Our  displayc^l  standards  rendered  him  no 
conrteous  salute  as  we  passed."** 

Here  was  another  solace ! 

Thus  had  the  game  been  lost  and  won,  but  Pliilip  as  usual 
did  not  acknowledge  himself  beaten.  Mayenne,  too,  conti- 
nued to  make  the  most  fervent  promises  to  all  that  was  left 
of  the  confederates.  Ue  betook  himself  to  Bjiissels,  and  by 
the  king's  orders  was  courteously  received  by  the  Spanish 
authorities  in  the  Netherlands.  In  the  midst  of  the  tempest 
now  rapiiUy  destroying  all  rational  hopes,  Philip  still  clung 
to  Mayenne  as  to  a  spar  in  the  shipureek.  For  the  king 
ever  possessed  the  virtue,  if  it  be  one,  of  continuing  to  believe 
himself  invincible  and  infnllible,  when  he  had  been  defeated 
in  every  quarter,  and  when  liis  calculations  had  all  proved 
ridiculous  mistakes. 

When  his  famous  Armada  had  been  shattered  and  sunk, 
have  we  not  seen  him  peevishly  re(]uiring  Alexander  Farnese 
to  construct  a  new  one  immediately  and  to  proceed  therewith 
to  conquer  England  out  uf  hand  ?  W^as  it  to  bo  expected  that 
ho  would  renounce  his  conquest  of  France,  although  the  legi- 
timate king  hati  entered  his  capital,  had  reconciled  himself 
to  the  Church,  and  Mas  on  the  point  of  obtaining  forgiveness 
of  the  pope  ?     If  the  Prince  of  liearne  hud  already  destroyed 


*"  Fvritt  to  Philip,  Arcb.  do  Sinntucas  (Purls).  B.  78,  -  iti  Qipeligue,  vii.  ItJl. 
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the  Holy  League,  why  should  not  the  Duko  of  MAyenno  and 
Archduke  Ernest  make  another  for  him,  and  so  conquer 
France  without  further  delay  ? 

But  although  it  was  still  possihle  to  deceive  the  king,  who 
in  the  universality  of  his  deceptive  powers  was  so  prune  to 
delude  himself,  it  was  difficult  even  for  so  aecomfdishe^l  an 
intriguer  as  JVIayeune  to  hoodwink  much  longer  the  slirewd 
Spaniards  who  were  playing  so  losing  a  game  ogtiinst  him. 

"  Oui*  aflairs  in  France,"  said  Ybarra,  '*  arc  in  such  cx)ndi- 
tiou  that  we  are  losing  money  and  character  there,  and  are 
likely  to  lose  all  the  provinces  here,  if  things  are  not  soon 
taken  up  in  a  large  and  energetic  manner.  Money  and  trooiJS 
are  what  is  wanted  on  a  great  scale  for  France.  The  king*s 
agents  are  mightily  discontented  with  Mayenne,  and  with 
reason ;  but  they  are  obliged  to  dissimulate  and  to  hold  their 
tongues.  We  can  send  them  no  assistance  from  tliese  regions, 
unless  from  down  yonder  you  send  us  the  cloth  and  the 
scissore  to  cut  it  wth.*'" 

And  the  Archduke  Eniest,  although  he  invited  Mayenne 
to  confttr  witli  him  at  Brussels,  under  the  impression  that  he 
could  still  keep  him  and  the  Duke  of  Guise  from  coming  to 
an  arraiigcmeut  with  Bijarne,  hardly  fwlt  more  confidence  in 
the  man  than  did  Feria  or  Ybarra.  "  Since  the  loss  of  Pkris,** 
said  Eniest,  *'  I  have  had  a  letter  from  Mayenne,  in  whicii^ 
deeply  aflfected  by  that  event,  he  makes  me  great  offers,  even 
to  the  laiit  drop  of  his  bloo<l,  vowing  never  to  abandon  the 
cause  of  the  League.  But  of  the  intentions  and  inner  mind 
of  this  man  I  find  such  vague  information,  that  1  don't  dan> 
to  expect  more  stability  from  him  tlian  may  be  founded  npcm 
his  own  interest."** 


*»  "ilMiiiTa  to  the  Secretoriea,  18 
Juti.  15'J-1.  (A roll.  (It!  Biiuiiiicaa  MS.) 
OliJirli's  Muiii«f('ld,  U)i>,  1k*1i1  the  Mme 
IiiiigUHj^e.  "I  ha\b  Utul  n  ttilk  witti 
TiiHsi.H,"'  he  wi-uUj  to  tlu-  king,  ^^  uud 
wo  both  ligrto  thftt  Miiyeiinu  hnu 
alway*  bcon  inHUiijjiiig  utruita  lor  \m 
own  endH,  cheutiug  your  Majesty,  and 
tliin  opinion  I  Imw  tilway«  liuld,'" 

**  Jimctit  t.j  Philip,  iwi  March,  15£H. 


Ibid.  The  legate  hn<l  at  laat  mformnl 
Mayenne  that  "  the  actions  of  Suvunv 
wrcro  nnt  of  men,  but  tlic  wtirk*  •4f 
Gods  hand,  auO  "  •  "  forw  «( 
Sptiiu  yfCTt'  vol  ,t  prvt«nl 

him  ttrtabliiihing  !  lotrkiiij; 

of  France,  nud  w  il  wmiJii  bv  WtApr 
that  ho  should  be  ciitablialicd  bjomkiM 
ofapuieial  pcnoe."  tiuuuiiio  «1»  un* 
rclacluu  (^uo  hix^i  A«eaiito  SoUebni, 


1594. 


DISSIMULATION  OF  MAYENNE. 


249 


And  so  Mayeime  came  to  Brussels  and  passed  three  days 
witli  the  archduke.  "  He  avows  himself  ready  to  die  in  our 
cause,"  Kiid  Ernest.  '*  If  your  Slajesty  will  give  men  and 
money  enough,  he  will  uiidertako  eo  to  deal  with  Beame  that 
he  shall  not  think  liimself  safe  in  his  own  house."  The  arch- 
duke expressed  bis  dissatisfaction  to  Mayeunc  that  with  the 
money  he  had  already  received,  so  little  had  been  accom- 
plished, but  he  still  affected  a  confidence  which  he  was  far 
from  feeling,  "  because,"  said  he,  **  it  is  known  that  IVfayenne 
is  already  treating  with  Bciirne.  K  he  has  not  concluded 
those  arrangements,  it  is  because  Beame  now  offers  him  less 
money  than  before."  "  The  amount  of  dissimulation,  politely 
a«>-calied,  practised  by  the  grandees  of  tliat  age,  to  say  nothing 
of  their  infinite  ctipacity  for  pecuniary  absorption,  makes  tho 
brain  reel  and  enlarges  one's  ideas  of  the  human  faculties  as 
exerted  in  certain  directions.  It  is  doubtful  whether  plain 
Hans  Miller  or  Hans  Baker  could  have  risen  to  such  a 
leveL^ 

The  Duke  of  Feria  and  the  other  Spanish  envoys  had 
long  since  thoroughly  understood  the  character  of  I\layenne 
— that  great  broker  between  Philip,  the  Bearnese,  and  the 
League. 


27  April,  1594.  'Arcli.  de  Sitmini-tia 
MS. '  PhiJip  replied  to  the  Archduke 
that  iLiyeiino  ct>uld  atarcely  be  actpiit- 
ttjd  of  ovil  int4>ntions  in  regard  to  tbe 
let*  of  Parig,  but  tliat  nevertheless  it 
w«8  nocfMciry  to  oflcct  coufideuco  in 
hiai.  The  wur  would  bo  curried  on, 
iuid  the  king  had  ao  ittformed  tho 
pope.  The  Kiljirie^  paid  to  porsoimgca 
in  France  U^fure  tho  loaa  of  Paria 
would  be  oontiuut-tl.  Philip  to  Ernest, 
4  Juno,  1594.  (Arch,  de  Simuncua 
MS., 

*•  Relacion  do  cartib}  dtd  Arcbi- 
duquc,  pam  S.  M*'  sobre  \ub  oofioa  do 
Fraiicift.     i^Aich.  tie  Stnianoia  MS.) 

^'  Kvcn  HO  lutu  aa  the  winter  of  this 
yuttr.  Mityiniiu  wrote  in  a  dreply  iii^ 
jurcd  triuc  to  tho  archduke,  oxprceaiiig 
BUTpridc  tiwt  *•  plixli^es  should  bo  dc- 
ujiiudud  of  hiru.  and  nuspicioug  ent<.«r- 
tiiiiiin]  ctmcCTuiiig  huii,  attor  nil  tlje 
pnx.if^  ho  iuid  givtin  of  his  fidelity  and 


cxrastancy."  Mftyenne  tn  Knie8t,8ept 
1,  I5'J4.  (Arch,  de  Simancaa  MS.) 
**  IIli  oilers  very  muguificuntly  to  dlo 
for  thu  cuuae,"  said  Enieat,  "  hut  his 
dut*lu  rcfiolvtj  IhcniHclvus  into  remote 
and  gcncnd  ofltsni,  and  into  btjjfjj^ing  for 
TL'ttdy  monry  in  present  jiuynient  for 
what  he  is  to  do  for  your  My,  in  future." 
Ernest  to  Philip.  G  Sept.  15it4.  Ibid. 
And  to  the  very  laat  moment  Philip 
peniiiitod  in  eudctivourinK  to  keep 
Muyenne  alnrnt  Wis  hook  by  ulluwiug 
him  to  nibble  at  very  dUittU  bait,  •'  You 
inudt  t^y  to  keep  him  (k-i>eudenl  on 
me,"'  ho  isaid  to  Ernest,  *'  not  giving 
him  uny  more  money  than  it)  ntcotisaiy 
to  [avvent  him  from  fulling  nway 
entirely,  for  to  contc^iit  his  appetite 
eonipk'lely  there  is  not  a  fortune  in  the 
world  that  would  suflioe."  Philip  to 
Errit-et,  2  l>ec.  1304.  lUd.  a»mjiftru 
jHipcr  of  Diego  do  Pimeiitul,  23  Nov, 
1504.  Ibid. 
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Feria  wrote  a  despatch  to  the  king,  deDonncing  Mayenne 
Auput,  aa  false,  peroitions  to  the  cause  of  Spain  and  of 
1594.  Catholicism,  thoroughly  self-seeking  and  vile,  and 
as  now  most  traitorous  to  the  cause  of  the  confederacy, 
engaged  in  surrendering  its  strong  places  to  the  enemy, 
and  preparing  to  go  over  to  the  Prince  of  Beame. 

"If,"  said  he,  "I  were  to  recount  all  his  base  tricks,  I 
should  go  on  till  miduight,  and  perlmps  till  to-morrow  morn- 
ing."»' 

Tliis  letter,  being  intercepted,  was  sent  with  great  glee  by 
Henry  IV.,  not  to  the  royal  liands  for  which  it  was  des- 
tined, but  to  tlio  Duko  of  Mayenne.  Great  was  the  wrath 
of  that  injured  pei*sonage  as  he  read  such  libellous  truths. 
He  forthwith  fulminated  a  scathing  reply,  addressed  to  PhUip 
II.,  in  which  iie  denounced  the  Duke  of  Feria  as  **a  dirty 
ignoramus,  an  impudent  coward,  an  impostor,  and  a  blind 
thief;"  adding,  after  many  other  unsavoury  epithets,  **  but 
I  will  do  him  an  honour  which  he  has  not  merited,  proving 
him  a  liar  with  my  sword;  and  I  humbly  pray  your  Majesty 
to  grant  me  this  favour  and  to  pardon  my  just  grief,  which 
causes  me  to  depart  from  the  respect  due  to  your  Majesty 
when  I  speak  of  this  impostor  who  has  thus  wickedly  lorn 
my  reputation."" 

His  invectives  were,  however,  much  stronger  than  his 
arguments  in  defence  of  tliat  tattered  reputation.  The  de- 
tianee  to  mortal  combat  went  for  nothing ;  an(i,  in  the  course 
of  the  next  year,  the  injured  Mayenne  turned  his  back  un 
Philip  and  his  Spaniards,  and  eonehideil  his  bargain  with 
the  Prince  uf  Bourne,  lie  obtained  good  terms  :  the  goveJU- 
ment  of  Burgundy,  payment  of  his  debts,  and  a  hundred 
and  twenty  thousand  crowns  in  hard  cash.*'  It  is  not  on 
record  that  the  man  of  his  word,  of  credit,  and  of  truth, 
ever  restored  a  penny  uf  the  vast  sums  which  he  had  received 
from  Philip  to  carry  on  the  business  of  the  League. 

Subsequently  the  duko  came  one  very  hot  8ummer*8-day 


w  Feria  In  riiilip,  Aug.  15IH.  M6S.  d©  Colbert,  vol.  33,  i'q  i 
*•  Ottpofigue,  vii.  229,  myr/.  •»  Ibid.'; 
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to  MoDceaux  to  tliank  the  king,  as  he  expressed  it,  for  **  de- 
livering him  from  Spanish  arrogance  and  Italian  wiles;" 
and  having  got  with  much  difficulty  upon  his  kuces,  was 
allowed  to  kiss  the  royal  hand.  Henry  then  insisted  ujwi 
walking  about  with  him  through  the  park  at  a  prodigious 
rate,  to  show  him  all  the  improvements,  while  the  duke 
panted,  groaned,  and  perspired  in  his  vain  efibils  to  keep 
pace  with  his  new  sovereign. 

"  If  I  keep  this  fat  fellow  walking  about  in  the  sun  much 
longer,"  whi8|>ered  tho  king  to  De  Bethune,  who  was  third  in 
the  party,  "  I  shall  be  sufficiently  avenged  for  aU  the  mischief 
he  has  done  us." 

At  last,  when  the  duke  was  forccil  to  admit  himself  to  be 
on  the  point  of  expiring  with  fatigue,  he  was  chsmiawd  to  the 
palace  with  orders  to  sultice  himself  with  a  couple  of  bottles  of 
excellent  wine  uf  Arboia,  expressly  provided  for  him  by  the 
kings  direction.  And  this  was  all  the  punishment  ever 
inflicted  by  the  good-humoured  monarch  on  the  corpulent 
conspirator.*^ 

The  Duke  of  Guise  made  his  arrangements  with  the  ex- 
Huguenot  on  even  better  terms  and  at  a  still  earlier  day;** 
while  Jctyeuse  and  Jklercoiur  stood  out  a  good  while  and 
higgled  hard  for  conditions.  "  These  people  put  such  a  high 
price  on  themselves,"  said  one  of  Henry's  diplomatists,  '*  that 
one  loees  almost  more  than  one  gains  in  buying  them.  They 
Btrip  and  plunder  us  even  in  our  nakedness,  and  we  are 
obhged,  in  order  to  concih'ate  such  harpies,  to  employ  all 
tfint  we  can  scrape  out  of  our  substance  and  our  blood.  I 
think,  however,  that  we  o»ight  to  gain  them  by  whatever 
means  and  at  whatever  price." " 


•  Xemoirea  do  Sull)%  Hy.  viiL  454. 

iTbia  iutcrviirw  was  iu  tiic  spring  of 

115d6,  while  Henry  wn*  occapiisd  witli 

LIho  siege  of  I^a  Fcrc.     At  the  very 

Ijune  Utm%  puesibly  on  the  eeir-acuuo 

day,  Hayenne  WM  aemliu};  »n  emisuiry 

to  I'ltilip,  begging  to  huve  his  ullnw- 

lUtce  ooiitiauoiT.  uml  thu  kin;;  Ml  il  to 

hifffofenkor-genenl  to  decicio  whi'ther 

lo  &  10  or  Dot    Phiiip  to  Archduke 


Albert.  24  April.   1596.      (Arob.  do 

Simancaa  MS.) 

«'  Cupt-fi^if,  vii.  321,  322. 

^  "Je  ue  tloute  noint  que  I'acoo- 
tnodetuuut  de  M.  de  MaTi'itne  no  soit 
fait  und  j'eapere  que  cvlny  du  M.  do 
Joyeuao  «e  leia  encoro.  M.  de  Mer- 
cosur 80  rend  plus  difficile.  Cei  geiu 
lii  ee  mettcnt  h  ai  linut  prix  qu'ou 
perd  proflque  plus  qu'on  ne  gaguc  a 
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Thus  Henry  IV.,  the  raau  whom  so  many  contempo- 
rary sages  had  for  yeare  been  rebuking  or  ridiculing  for 
his  persisteucy  in  a  hopeless  attempt  to  save  his  country  fipom 
dismumberiiieDt,  to  restore  legitimate  authority,  and  to  resist 
the  "  holy  confederacy  '*  of  domestic  traitors,  aided  by  foreign 
de8|K>t8  and  sympathizers,  was  at  last  successful,  and  the 
fratricidal  war  iu  France  was  approaehiug  its  only  f>o8«ible 
conclusion. 

But,  alas  I  the  hopes  of  those  who  loved  the  reformed 
Chmch  as  well  as  they  loved  their  country  were  sadly  blasti?d 
by  the  apostasy  of  their  leader.  From-  the  most  eminent 
leaders  of  tlie  Huguenots  there  came  a  wail,  which  must  have 
penetrated  even  to  the  well-st(*eled  heart  of  the  cheerful 
Gascon.  "  It  will  be  difficult,"  they  said,  "  to  efface  very  !*i>on 
from  your  memory  the  names  of  the  men  whom  the  sentiment 
of  a  common  relij^ion,  association  in  the  same  perils  and  pej- 
secntions,  u  common  joy  in  the  same  deliverance,  and  tlie  long 
experience  of  so  mauy  faithful  services,  have  engraved  thens 
with  a  pencil  of  diamond.  The  remembrance  of  these  things 
pursues  you  and  accompanies  you  everj'where ;  it  intemi{)tB 
your  most  important  aflairs,  your  most  ardent  pleasures,  your 
most  profound  slumber,  to  represent  to  you,  as  in  a  pictiw% 
yourself  to  yourself:  yourself  not  as  you  are  to-day,  but  such 
as  you  were  when,  pursued  to  the  death  by  the  greatest 
princes  of  Eiiroiw,  you  went  on  conductin*^  to  the  h^irbourof 
safety  the  little  vessel  against  which  so  many  lenii.r.sls  were 
beating"* 

The  States  of  the  Dutch  re])ubHc,  where  the   aflair  of 


I 


U:8  acbetor.  Ila  uoub  dcjxiuiUoiit  datia 
notro  uudite  tucsiije,  ut  il  faut  um- 
ploytr  jjout  ret-oDcilier  con  harjtiea  tout 
ce  que  uons  pouvoos  tircr  do  notro 
MubotrniL'ti  L't  dc  uotro  soug.  Jo  crois 
tieuuttnoins  quu  nou:}  lc<8  devoiui 
(^igucr  par  quelque  tnuycn  ei  d 
qudquc  prix  que  co  pui*«o  etre." 
Bougury.  UltrcH,  pp.  331,  332. 

"  liLquc'lr  iiu  Boy  pur  cvux  do  la 
ivli^'ion,  i;>',*3,  ColUrt  IHSS.  voL 
XXXI.  apud  C*iK;flj{ue,  vi.  "17. 

"  Jc  piiuiia  tl  pli'un*  uufond  de  moii 
amo  la  gchenno  do  8.   Mdj,"   wrote 


to 


le 

t 


Duplc&iia  Monuiy.  11  A  . 
l)e  Lumome,  "jo  wxia  pi 
que  s'il  lui  \trvn>)  <  >" 
sortirde  cette  cupti  i 
U-inporellc,  je  iif  [>v.: 
litd  iDat«  ji,-  douhkrui  dc  4.our.i^o  .  .  . 
Us  DO  lui  duitiieiit  [tnn  lo  puix  dt*  I'cstat 
ut  lui  OAU-nt  hi  {MUX  di?  Ift  cotuwitfocck 
.....  11^  uc  lui  n-uduut  poittt  ton 
royuumo,  cure  oet  ii  Dien  e%  imq  aa 
diiiblc  a  k<  dotuiur,  ot  lut  fuut  rcooooer 
autiuit  qu'en  uulx  o.st  le  rt^yauxDu  iIm 
cioux."  Mem.  el  Oirrtwpond.  d«  Uu- 
plc&da  Monuy,  iv.  511. 
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Henry's  conversion  wjis  as  much  a  matter  of  domostio  per- 
stinal  interest  as  it  could  bo  in  France — for  religion  np  to 
that  epoch  was  the  true  frontier  between  nation  and  nation 
—  debated  the  question  most  earnestly  while  it  was  yet 
rloubtful.  It  was  proposed  to  send  a  formal  deputation  to 
the  king,  in  order  to  divert  fiira,  if  possible,  from  the  fatal 
?p  which  he  was*  altout  to  take.  After  ripe  deliboration, 
Dwever,  it  was  decided  to  leave  the  matter  **  in  tlio  hands  of 
God  Almighty,  and  to  pray  Ilim  earnestly  to  guide  the  issue 
to  His  iJ^lory  and  tine  welfare  of  the  Churches.*'" 

The  Queen  of  England  was,  as  might  be  supposed,  beside 
Ji^rself  with  indignation,  and,  in  consequence  of  the  great 
apostasy  and  of  her  chronic  dissatisfiiction  with  the  manner 
in  which  lier  contingent  of  troops  had  been  hamlled  in 
France,  slio  detennined  to  withdraw  every  English  soldier 
from  the  support  of  Henr}'*s  cause.  The  unfortunate  French 
anilKissador  in  London  was  at  his  wits*  ends.  Ho  vowed 
that  he  could  not  sleep  of  niglita,  and  that  the  gout  and  the 
cholic,  to  which  he  was  always  a  martyr,  were  nothing  to 
the  anguish  which  had  now  come  upon  his  soul  and  brain, 
such  as  he  had  never  suffered  since  the  bloody  day  of  St. 
Bartholomew.'"'* 

"Ah,  my  God!"  Raid  he  to  Burghley,  **is  it  pofwible 
that  her  just  cholcr  has  so  suddenly  passed  over  the  great 
glory  whi<;.h  she  has  acquired  by  so  many  benefits  and 
liberalities  ?"®®  But  he  persuaded  himself  that  her  majesty 
would  after  all  not  persist  in  her  fell  resolution.  To  do  so, 
he  vowed,  would  only  be  boiling  milk  for  the  French  papists, 
wlio  would  be  snre  to  make  the  most  of  the  occasion  in  order 
to  precipitate  the  king  into  the  abyss,  to  the  Itorder  of  which 
they  had  already  brought  him.  He  so  dreaded  the  ire  of 
the  queen  tliat  he  protested  he  was  trembling  all  over  merely 
to  see  the  pen  of  his  secretary  wagging  as  he  dictated  his 
despatch.*^  Nevertlieless  it  was  his  terrible  duty  to  face  her 
in  her  wrath,  and  he  implored  the  lord  treasurer  to  accom- 


«  B.)r.  III.  706.  I  '24  Aui?.  1593.    (8.  P.  Offioi'  MS  ) 

•  Ik-auToir  la  Nucio  to  Burghley.  [      *«  IbiU.  "  Ibid. 
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pany  Inm  and  to  sliield  him  at  the  approaching  interview. 
**  Protect  me,"  he  cried,  "  by  yoar  wisdom  from  the  ire  of 
tJiis  great  princess ;  for  by  the  living  God,  when  I  see  her 
enraged  against  any  person  whatever  I  wish  myself  in  Cal* 
cutta,  fearing  her  anger  like  death  itself."^' 

AVheu  all  was  over,  Henry  sent  De  3IorIau8  as  sj-teeial 
envoy  to  communicate  the  issue  to  the  Grovernments  of  Eng- 
land and  of  Holland.  But  tlie  queen,  although  no  longer  so 
violent,  was  less  phlegmatic  than  the  States-General,  aud 
refused  to  be  comforted.  She  subseqtiently  receded,  however, 
from  her  determination  to  withdraw  her  troops  from  France. 

**  Ah !  what  grief ;  ah !  what  regrets ;  ah  I  what  groans,  have 
I  felt  in  my  soul,"  she  wrote,  '*at  the  s<:)imd  of  the  uevrs 
brought  to  me  by  Morhmsl  My  God!  Is  it  |)ossible  tljat 
any  worldly  respect  can  efface  the  terror  of  Divine  wrath  ? 
Can  we  by  reason  even  exjiect  a  good  sequel  to  such  iniqui- 
tous nets?  He  who  has  maintained  and  preserved  you  by 
His  mercy,  can  you  imagine  that  He  permits  you  to  walk 
alone  in  your  utmost  need  ?  'Tis  bad  to  do  evil  that  good 
may  come  of  it.  Meantime  I  shall  not  cease  to  put  you  in 
the  first  rank  of  my  devotions,  in  order  that  the  hands  of 
Esau  may  not  spoil  the  blessings  of  Jacob.  As  to  your  pro* 
mises  to  me  of  friendship  aud  fidelity,  I  confess  to  liave 
dearly  deserved  them,  nor  do  I  repent,  provided  you  do  not 
change  your  Father — otherwise  I  shall  be  your  bastard  sister 
by  the  father's  side — for  I  shall  ever  love  a  natural  bett^ 
than  an  adopted  one.  I  desire  that  God  may  giude  you  in  a 
straight  road  and  a  better  path.  Your  most  sincere  sister  in 
the  old  fashion.     As  to  the  new,  I  have  nothing  to  do  with  it 

"Elizabeth  R"* 


■■  Beauvoir  la  Node  to  Barghley,  24  Aug.  1593.     (8.  P.  Office  MS.) 
•  Bibl.  du  Boi,  MSS.  Colbi'rt  in  fol.  M.  K.  D.  toL  xvL,  foL  329,  apt^  Of^ 
flgne,  vi.  352. 
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Tinw  Mauricfi  Inys  siege  to  GeTtmydenlierg  —  Advi»ntn|2:«9  of  the  new  system 
of  wftrfan?  —  Pr(»gro88  of  the  Ix-ait-giiig  openitionji  —  Suj>eriority  of  RLturice'* 
tnunceuyits — AdvontuJre  of  Count  Philip  of  Nuawm  —  Otpitulntiou  of 
Gertniydcnberg  —  Mutiny  among  the  S^nitniah  troops  —  Atk-mpt  of  Vei^ 
dugo  to  retake  Oooworden  —  SuHpk'ions  of  trensfin  in  thii  Engliali  garrison 

I  .fti  Oatend  —  Letter  of  Queen  Elizabeth  to  Sir  Edward  Nnrris  on  the  sub- 
ject—  Second  attempt  on  Coeworden  ^  A.sdoult  on  Oronlngen  by  Maurice 

—  Second  adventure  of  Philip  of  Nassau  —  Nnrrow  escape  of  Prince  Mau- 
rice—  Surrender  of  Gronbigen  —  Piirtioidnrs  of  the  sfeg© — QueHtion  of 
religious  tolerutiou  —  Progress  of  the  United  Ntitherlnnds  —  Gjuditiun  of 
the  "obedient"  NetheTlan<la — Inwmpctoucy  of  Peter  Mansfeld  bh 
Oovomor  —  Archduke  Ernest,  the  sncce^ior  of  Fomoae  —  DilBcultiea  of  his 
pruitifm  —His  uuj)opu!jmty  —  Grcnt  tichioremcnts  of  tho  reptihlicnus  — 
Triuxnp}ml  entry  of  Ernest  into  Bruseeb  and  Antwerp  —  Magnificence  of 
the  spectacle  —  Disafiection  of  tho  Spiiuish  IrtKiiw  —  Great  military  rebel- 
lion—  Philip's  proposal  to  destroy  the  English  fleet  —  His  aseaffiination 
plana  —  Plot  to  poison  Queen  Elizabeth  —  Conspimeies  ogoiUBt  Prince 
Maurice  —  Futile  attempts  at  negotiation  —  Fropt^t^d  of  a  marriage  between 
Uenry  ami  the  iTifanta  —  Secret  mission  from  Houry  U^  the  King  of  BfMin 

—  Special  dispitch  to  Englnnd  and  tho  States —  Henry  obtttina  further  uiil 
ton  Queen  Elisabeth  and  the  8tates-Council  —  Ansioty  of  the  Protestant 
oountiles  to  bring  about  a  wnr  with  Spain  —  Aspect  of  afihirs  ut  the  close 
9rtbeyearl5»4. 

While  Philip's  world-empire  seemed  in  one  direction  to  be 
rapidly  fading  into  clowdland  tliere  were  substantial  pos- 
siona  of  the  Spanish  crown  which  had  been  neglected  in 
Brabant  and  Friesland. 

Two  very  important  cities  still  held  for  the  King  of 
Spain  within  the  territories  of  what  could  now  b<?  fairly  consi- 
dered the  United  Dutch  Uepnblic — St.  Gertruydenberg  and 
Groningen. 

Ettrly  in  the  spring  of  1593,  Maurice  had  completed  his 
preparations  for  a  siege,  and  on  the  24th  March  appeared 
before  Gertruydenberg, 

It  was  a  stately,  ancient  city,  important  for  its  wealth,  its 
strength,  and  especially  for  ita  position.     For  without  its  po&- 
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Bession  even  the  province  of  Holland  could  hardly  consider 
itself  mistress  of  its  own  little  domains.     It  was  seated  on  th€ 
finf^ient  Meuse,  swollen  as  it  approached  the  sea  almost  tol 
the  dimension  of  a  gulf,  while  from  the  soutli  another  strean 
called  the  Donge,  very  brief  in  its  course,  but  with  conside 
able  depth  of  water,  i-ame  to  mingle  itself  with  the  Mei 
exactly  under  the  walls  of  the  city. 

The  site  of  the  place  was  so  low  that  it  was  almost  hidde 
and   protected   by    its   surrounding   dykes.     These  afforded 
means  of  fortification,  which  had  been  well  improved.     Bc»th_ 
by  nature  and  art  the  city  was  one  of  the  strongholds  of  tl« 
Netherlands. 

Maurice  had  given  the  world  a  lesson  in  the  beleagnerinj 
science  at  the  siege  of  Stt'euwj-k,  such  as  had  never  befor 
been  dreamt  of;  but  he  was  resolved  that  tlie  operatic 
before  Gertniyd<Miberg  should  constitute  a  masterpiece. 

Nothing  could  be  more  beautiful  as  a  production  of ' 
tary  art,  nothing,  to  the  general  reader,  more  insipid  than 
its  details. 

On  the  landside»  Hohenlo's  headquarters  were  at  Ramsdonck^ 
a  village  about  a  German  mile  to  tlio  east  of  Gertruydenber 
Maurice  himself  was  establislied  on  the  west  side  of  the  city.' 
Two  bridges  constiiicted  across  the  Donge  facilitated  the  com-1 
mumcations  between  the  two  cam|)8,  while  great  quantities  of 
planks  and  brush  were  laid  down  across  tlie  swampy  roads ' 
make  them  passable  for  waggon-traiiis  and  artillery, 
first  care  of  the  young  general,  whose  force  was  not  mo 
than  twenty  thousand  men,  was  to  protect  himself  rather  thi 
to  assail  the  town. 

His  lines  extended  many  miles  in  a  circuit  around  Ih 
place,  and  his  forts,  breastworks,  and  trenches    were   vefTj 
numerous. 

Tlie  river  was  made  use  of  as  a  natural  and  almost  iro|M 
able  <iitch   of  defence,  and  windmills  were  freely  employe 
to   pump    water    into  the  shiillows  in  one  direction,   wb 


'  See,  for  the  dctAils  of  this  remark- 
able gitge,   MeUren,   xvi.   321,   .S22, 


Bor,  III.  G0(M}U8. 


Maldirs  Duyck,  1 04-245, 

•,  P.  ni.  lib.  I  pp.  3 


.,    AT..    u«.,    ..^^,  .  BeuUvpglio,  A .  t«j. 
Bcyd.  X.  J9S-205.  |  Oilnniu,  vi.  11»-122. 
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in  others  the  outer  fields,  in  quarters  whence  a  rebeving  force 
might  be  expected,  were  turned  iufo  lakes  by  the  same 
machinery.  Farther  outside,  a  system  of  pah'sado  work  of 
caltrops  and  man-traps — sometimes  in  the  slang  of  the  day 
called  Turkish  ambassadors — made  the  country  for  miU-M 
around  im{)enetrable  or  very  dLsagreeable  to  cavalry.*''  In  a 
shorter  interval  than  would  have  eeemed  possible,  the  battle- 
ments and  fortifications  of  the  besieging  army  had  risen  like 
an  exhalation  out  of  the  morass.  The  city  ofGertniydenberg 
was  encompassed  by  another  city  as  exteuBive  and  apparently 
as  impregnable  as  itself.  Then»  for  the  first  time  in  that  age, 
men  thoroughly  learne^l  the  meaning  of  that  potent  imple- 
ment the  spade. 

Three  thousand  pioneers  worked  night  and  day  with  pick- 
axe and  shovel.  The  soldiers  liked  the  business;  for  every 
roan  so  employed  received  his  ten  stivers  a  day  additional 
wages,  punctually  paid,  and  felt  moreover  that  every  stroke 
was  bringing  the  work  nearer  to  its  conelusion. 

The  Spaniards  no  longer  railed  at  JlaurJce  as  a  hedger 
and  ditcher.  When  he  had  succeeded  in  bringing  a  hundri'd 
great  guns  to  bear  upon  the  beleaguered  city  they  likewise 
ceascil  to  sneer  at  heavy  artillery. 

The  Kartowen  and  half  Kaitoweu  were  no  longer  i-onsidered 
"  espanta  vellacos." 

Meantime,  from  all  the  country  rtnind*  the  peasants  flocked 
within  the  lines.  Nowhere  in  Europe  were  provisions  so 
plentiful  and  cheap  as  in  the  Dutch  camp.  Nowhere  was  a 
readier  market  for  agricultural  products,  prompter  payment, 
or  more  perfect  security  for  the  life  and  property  of  non-com- 
batants. Not  so  much  as  a  hen's  egg  was  takeu  unlawfully.' 
The  country  people  found  themselves  more  at  ease  within 
Maurice's  hues  than  in  any  other  pait  of  the  provinces, 
obedient  or  revolted.  They  ploughed  and  sowed  and  reaped 
at  their  pleasure,  and  no  more  striking  example  was  ever 
afibrded  of  the  humanizing  effect  of  science  upon  the 
barbarism   of  war,   than  in   this  niege  of  Geitruydenbei^.* 

»  Reyfl,  nlti  mp,  ^  Duyck,  201.  *  Metcrcn,  Bor,  Rcyd,  ulii  mp 
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Certainly  it  was  the  intention  of  tlie  prince  to  take  his  cityvj 
and  when  he  fought  the  enemy  it  was  his  object  to  kill ;  hu^ 
as  coniparetl  wth  the  bloody  work  which  Alva,  and  ltoinen\l 
and  Requesens,  and  so  many  others  had  done  in  those  doomedl 
provinces,  snch  war-making  as  this  seemed  almost  like  ao  i 
institution  for  beneficent  and  charitable  purposes. 

Visitors  from  the  neighbourhood,  from   other   provincefl^j 
from  ibreign   countries:,  came  to  witness  the   extmordiii 
spectacle,   and   foreign    genemls    repaired  to   the   camp  of 
Maurice  to  take  practical  lessons  in  the  new  art  of  war.* 

Old  Peter  Ernt'st  Mansfekl,  who  was  nominal  governor 
the  Spunish  Netherlands  since  the  death  of  Famese,  rubbed 
his  eyes  and  stared  aghast  when  the  completeness  of  the  pr 
parations  for  reducing  the  city  at  last  broke  in  upon  his  mil 
Count  Fuentes  was  the  true  and  confidential  regent  howet 
until  the  destined  sucf^essor  to  Parma  should  arrive; 
Fuentes,  altliough  he  had  considerable  genius  for  asiiiassii] 
tion,  as  will  hereafter  appear,  and  was  an  experienced 
able  commander  of  the  old-fashioned  school,  was  no  mate 
for  Maurice  in  the  scientific  combiuations  on  which  the  nel 
system  was  founded. 

In  vain  did  the  superannuated  Peter  call  aloud  upon  hissoill 
and   governor,   Count   Charles,   to   assist   him   in  this  dir 
dilemma.      That  artillery  general  bad  gone  with  a 
of  Germans,  Walloons,  and  other  obedient  Netherlandew- 
too  few  to  accom|>iish  anything  abroad,  too  many  to  be  s\\ 
from  the  provinces — to  besiege  Noyon  in  France.*    But  wk 
signified  the  winning  or  losing  of  such  a  place  as  Noyon  at 
exactly  the  moment  when  the  Prince  of  B^me,   aamtod 
by  the  able  generalship  of  the  Archbishop  of  liourg«il»  Ind 

*  "  Un  <1m  mes  wniB,"  wrote  Bongtm, 
envoy  n{  Henry  IV.,  '•  t^i  csl  ntk-  tl&ns 
1<:  cftinji  ties  H-)llum]oi6  par  la  at'ule 
curiosiltf  <!<-<  It-  voir,  m'a  rent  qu'il  u'n 
jniDflis  nl  vu  ni  oitt^ndu  pnrd.  r  d'une 
armec  campee  <mj  il  [jftjrut  plus  d*?  oou> 
n»^o  et  en  mciiie  If  nips  plu:j  dc  diwi- 
pline.  II  dil  que  !&*  foitificMtinnfl  sumt 
■i  elevt/cH  <|uVllf>scgHloiillf-8  ouvraffea 
dea  ancienn   li^HnahiH  et  quo  tout  b'v  1 


conduit  aTec  tAnl  iTordre  o4  do  ailMna 
qo'on  croirwit  phit6t  roir  r«lat  |Hi»> 
ii)le  d'unc  TtUe  qui  w  raoacrre  l«tei 

Fur  le  soin  de  bm  magiaHniAa  cA  far 
obeissaaM  do  aaa  diofcna  qvine 
truuf>e  oonfosp  do  gena  ami^** — iM' 
trts,  C."?.  p  223. 

«  He  had  but  ilHW  foot  Mid  MO 
horee.  Cluiiles  MAnsfeld  to  Poeiktn.  5 
April.  U93.   (Arch,  de  SimMVWi  MftJ 
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just  executed  those  famous  flanking  movt-raeuta  in  the 
churches  of  St.  Denis  aorl  Cliartres,  by  which  the  world- 
empire  had  been  eifectually  shattered,  and  Pliih'p  and  the 
Pope  completely  out-manoeuvred. 

Better  that  the  five  thousand  fighters  under  Charles  Mans- 
feld  had  been  around  Gertruydenberg.  His  aged  fatlier  did 
what  he  could.  As  many  men  as  could  be  spared  from  the 
f^arrison  of  Antwerp  and  its  neighbourhood  were  collected, 
bnt  the  Spaniards  were  reluctant  to  march,  except  under  old 
Mondragoo.  That  hero,  who  had  done  much  of  the  hardest 
work,  and  had  fought  in  most  of  the  battles  of  the  cen- 
tnry,  was  nearly  as  old  as  the  century.  Being  now  turned 
of  ninety,  he  tliought  best  to  keep  house  in  Antwerp  Castle. 
Accordingly  twelve  thousand  foot  and  three  thousand  horse 
took  the  field  under  the  more  youthful  Peter  Ernest."^  But 
Peter  Ernest,  when  his  son  was  not  there  to  superintend  his 
operations,  was  nothing  but  a  testy  octogenarian,  while  the 
two  together  were  not  equal  to  the  little  finger  of  Far- 
nesp,  whom  Philip  svould  have  displaced,  had  he  not  fortu- 
nately died. 

•*  Nolliing  is  to  be  expected  out  of  this  place  but  toads  and 
poifion,"  wrote  Ybarra  in  infinite  disgust  to  the  two  secretaries 
of  state  at  Jladrid.  *'  I  have  done  my  best  to  induce  Fuentes 
to  accept  that  which  the  patent  secured  him,  and  Count  Peter 
is  complaining  that  Fuentes  showed  him  the  patent  so  late 
only  to  play  him  a  trick.  There  is  a  rascally  pack  of 
meddlers  here,  and  the  worst  of  them  all  are  the  women,  whom 
I  particularly  give  to  the  devil.  There  is  no  end  to  the 
squabbles  as  to  who  shall  take  the  lead  in  relieving  Gertruy- 
denberg.** ■ 

Mansfeld  at  last  came  ponderously  up  in  the  neighbourhood 
of  Tumhout.  There  was  a  brilliant  little  skirmish,  in  the 
neighbourhood  of  tliis  place,  in  whieli  a  hundred  and  fifty 


y  B«lacion  de  la  gente  offoctivn  dc 
I  8.  M*.  pom  el  iwcorro  de  S'  Gertruy- 
denberg.    With   levies  expected,   tho 
number  u  stated  at  13,000  foot  and 
aSOO  honw,  besides  tbo  forces  undar 


Verdugo.    ( Areli.  de  Bimancat  MS.) 

^  Y  Lmrru  to  Dou  CrifituTal  Mora  aud 
Doo  Juau  I<li(iqucz,  from  Antveri>,  22 
May,  1593.    ^IbJd.) 
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Dutch  cavalry  under  the  famous  brothers  Bax  defeated  four 
hundred  picked  lancers  of  Spain  and  Italy."    But  Mansfeli 
could  get  notliiiig  but  skirmislies.    In  vuiu  lie  pluiigeil  abo« 
among  the  caltrops  and  man-traps.     In  vain  he  knocked 
tlie  fortiflcatioiia  of  Hohenlo  on  the  etist  and  of  Maurice 
the    west.      He    found    them   impracticable,    impregnable 
obdurate.     It  was  lAIaurice'e  intention  to  take  his  town  at 
smiill  sacrifice  of  life  as  jxissible,     A  trumpet  was  sent 
6ome  trifling  businessj  to  Mansfeld,  in  reply  lo  a  communica- 
tion ma<lo  by  that  general  to  Maurice. 

"  Wiiy  does  your  master,"  said  the  choleric  veteran  to  the 
trumpeter,  "  why  doea  Prince  Maurice,  being  a  lusty  yaai 
commander  as  he  is,  not  come  out  of  Ids  trenches  into 
open  field  and  fight  me  like  a  man,  where  honour  luid 
await  him?" 

"Because  my  master,"  answere<lthe  trumpeter,  **  mea 
live  to  be  a  lusty  old  commander  like  your  excellency, 
sees  no  reason  to-day  to  give  you  an  advantage.** 

At  this  the  bystanders  laughed,  rather  at  the  expena^ 
the  veteran."^ 

Meiintime  there  were  not  many  incidents  within  the  lines  < 
within  the  city  to  vary  the  monotony  of  the  scientific  siege. 

On  the  land  side,  as  has  been  seen,  tlie  city  \>as  enclose 
and  built  out  of  human  sight  by  another  Gertruydenber 
On  the  wide  estuary  of  the  ^leuse,  a  chain  of  war  ship 
encircled  the  sea-front,  in  shape  of  a  half  moon,  lying  so  do 
to  each  other  that  it  was  scarcely  possible  even  for  a  me 
senger  to  swim  out  of  a  dark  night. 

The  hardy  adventurers  who  attempted  that  feat  with  tiding 
of  despair  were  almost  invariably  captured. 

This   blockading   fleet    took    n^gular   part   in    the    dail^ 
caniioniido;  while,  on  tlie  other  hand,  the  artillery  pmctic 
from  tliG  laud-butteries  of  Maurice  and  llolienlo  was  mor 
perfect  than  anything  ever  known  before  in  the  Netherlandtf 
or  France. 


*  iJor,   MetcreD,    Reyd,   mM   mtpra. 

BoiitiVdglio,  tihi  «Uji. 


Duyck.  214.  215.     OoBpU*  L 
•0  Mtkntd.  ut^  mip,  Sn. 


COUNT  pmLir's  adventure. 
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W  And  the  result  was  that  in  the  course  of  the  cannonade, 
which  lasted  nearly  ninety  days,  not  more  than  four  houses 
in  the  city  escaped  injury.  The  approaches  were  brooi^ht, 
every  hour,  nearer  and  nearer  to  the  walla.  With  subter- 
ranean lines  converging  in  the  form  of  the  letter  Y,  Oie  prince 
had  gradually  burrowed  his  way  beneath  the  principal 
bastion.'^ 

Hohenlo,  representative  of  the  older  Bchool  of  strategy,  had 
on  one  occasion  ventured  to  resist  the  autliority  of  the  com- 
naander-in-chief.  flo  had  constructed  a  fort  at  Kamsdouek. 
Maurice  then  comnianded  the  erectirtn  of  another,  fifteen 
hundred  yards  farther  back.  It  was  as  much  a  part  of  !iis 
purpose  to  defend  himself  against  the  attempts  of  Mansfeld's 
relieving;  force,  as  to  go  forward  against  the  city,  Hohenlo 
objected  that  it  would  be  impiissible  to  sustain  himself  against 
a  sndden  attack  in  so  isuluted  a  position.  Maurice  insijstetb 
In  the  midst  of  the  altercation  Hoheido  called  to  the  mm 
cmgaged  in  throwing  up  the  new  fortifications :  *'  Here,  yuu 
captains  and  soldiers,*'  he  cried,  **  you  are  delivered  up  here 
to  be  butchered.  You  may  drop  work  and  follow  me  to  the 
old  fort** 

**  And  I  swear  to  you,"  said  Maurice  quietly,  *'  that  the 
first  man  who  moves  from  this  sput  shall  be  hanged." 

No  one  moved.  The  fort  was  completed  and  held  to  tlio 
end ;  flohenlo  sulkily  acquiescing  in  the  superiority  which 
this  stripling — his  former  pupil — had  at  last  vindicated  over 
all  old-fashioned  men-at-arms.'^ 

From  the  same  cause  which  was  apt  to  render  Hohenlo's 
services  inefficient,  the  prince  wiis  apt  to  sufter  inconvenience 
in  the  per!?oua  placeil  in  fetili  nearer  relation  to  himself. 
Count  PhiUp  of  Nassau,  brother  of  the  wise  and  valiant  Lewis 
William,  had  already  done  much  brilliant  campaigning 
against  the  Spaniards  both  in  France  and  the  provinces. 
Unluckily,  ho  wtw  not  only  a  desperate  fighter  but  a  mighty 
drinker,  and  one  day,  after  a  dinoer-party  and  potent  carouse 
at   (^'olonel     Bre<leriKle's   quarters,    Ir*    thought    proper,    in 

' '  Ik«r,  Metoren,  ReyU,  Duyck.  ubi  fup.  "  Kcy^l,  hIm'  tup,  203. 
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doublet  tmd  liose,  without  annour  of  any  kind^  to  mount  liis 
horse,  in  order  to  take  a  solitary  survey  of  the  enemy's  works. 
Not  satisfied  with  this  piece  of  reconnoitring — which  he 
effected  with  much  tipey  gravity,  hut  probably  without  de- 
riving any  information  likely  to  be  of  value  to  the  command- 
ing general — he  then  proceeded  to  charge  in  person  a  distant 
ba,ttery.  The  deed  was  not  commendable  in  a  military  point 
of  view.  A  fire  was  opened  upon  him  at  long  range  so  soon 
as  he  was  discovered,  and  at  the  same  time  the  sergeant- 
raiajor  of  his  regiment  and  an  equerry  of  Prince  Maurice 
started  in  pursuit,  determined  to  bring  him  off  if  poenible^ 
before  his  life  had  been  thus  absunlly  sacrificed.  Fortunately 
for  bim  they  came  to  the  rescue  in  time,  pulled  him  from 
his  horse,  and  succeeded  in  bringing  him  away  unharmed. 
The  sergeant-major,  however,  Sinisky  by  name,  while  thus 
occupied  in  preserving  the  count's  life,  was  badly  woanded  in 
the  leg  by  a  musket-shot  from  the  fort ;  which  casualty 
the  only  result  of  this  after-dinner  assault,*^ 

As  the  siege  proceeded,  and  as  the  hopes  of  relief  died 
away,  great  confusion  began  to  reign  within  the  city.  The 
1  jime,  garrison,  originally  of  a  thousand  veterans,  besides 
1593.  burgher  miUtia,  had  been  mneh  diminished.  Two 
commandants  of  the  place,  one  after  another,  ba^l  lost  their 
lives.  On  the  let  of  June,  Governor  De  Masieres,  Captain 
MougyUj  the  father-confessor  of  the  garrison,  and  two  soldien, 
being  on  the  top  of  the  great  church  tower  taking  observa- 
tions, were  all  brought  down  with  one  cannon-shot."  Thus 
the  uses  of  artilleiy  were  again  proved  to  be  something  more 
than  to  scare  cowards. 

The  final  result  seemed  to  have  been  brought  about  almost 

24junp,     by  accident,  if  accident  could  be  admitted  as  a 

^^^^-        factor   in   such    accurate   calculations   as   those  of 

Maurice.     On   the  24th  June   Captains  Haen  and  Bierry 

were  relieving  watch  in  the  trenches  near  the  great  nortkJ 

ravelin  of  the    town — a   bulwark    wliich   had   already  be«a1 

much  undermined  from  below  and  weakened  abova     Beiiiffi 

•^  l>uyik,  180.    Cini|*»re  Bor.  Mel«>n«n,  Rey»l.  ubi  tup.  **  Daydr. 
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adventurous  officers,  it  occurred  to  them  suddenly  to  scale 
the  wall  of  the  fort  and  reconnoitre  what  was  going  on 
in  tlie  town.  It  was  hardly  probable  that  they  would 
come  back  alive  from  the  expedition,  but  they  nevertheless 
threw  some  planks  across  the  ditch,  and  taking  a  few 
soldiers  with  them,  climbed  cautiously  up.  Somewhat  to 
his  own  surprise,  still  more  to  that  of  the  Spanish  sen- 
tinels, Bievry  in  a  few  minutes  found  himself  within  the 
ravelin.  He  was  closely  followed  by  Captain  Haen,  Captain 
Kalf,  and  by  half  a  company  of  soldiers.  The  alarm  was 
given.  There  was  a  fierce  hand-to-hand  struggle.  Sixteen 
of  the  bold  stormers  fell,  and  nine  of  the  garrison  of  the 
fort.  The  rest  fled  into  the  rity.  The  governor  of  the 
place,  Captain  Gysant,  roshiog  to  the  rescue  without  stay- 
ing to  put  on  his  armour,  was  killed.  Count  Solms,  on  the 
other  hand,  came  from  the  besieging  camp  into  the  raveUii 
to  investigate  thi.*  sudden  uproar.  To  his  profound  astonish- 
ment he  was  met  there,  after  a  brief  interval,  by  a  deputation 
from  the  city,  asking  for  terms  of  surrender.  Tlie  envoys 
had  already  been  for  some  little  time  lookiog  in  vain  for  a 
responsible  person  with  whom  to  treat.  When  Maurice  was 
informed  of  the  propositions  he  thought  it  at  fii*st  a  tiick  :  for 
be  had  known  nothing  of  the  little  adventure  of  the  three 
captains.  Soon  afterwards  he  came  into  a  battery  whither 
the  deputies  had  been  brought,  and  the  terms  of  capitulation 
were  soon  agreed  upon.'* 

Next  day  the  garrison  were  allowed  to  go  out  with  side- 
arms  and  pei-sonal  baggage,  and  fifty  waggons  were    25  Jan«, 
lent  them  by  the  victor  to  bring  their  wounded  men    ^^^^• 
to  Antwerp. 

Thus  was  Gertruydenberg  surrendered  in  the  very  face  of 
eter  Afansfeld,  who  only  became  aware  of  the  fact  by  the 
Ivos  of  artillery  tired  in  honour  of  the  triumph,  and  by  the 
blaze  of  illumination  which  broke  forth  over  camp  and  city. 

The  Ridden  result  was  an  illustration  of  the  prince's  per- 
fect aiTangements.     When  Maurice  rode  into  the  town,  he 
"  Duyck,  234,  etqq.    Met^ren,  Bor,  Key  J,  mW  tup. 


2G4 


THE  UNITED  NETHERLA^fI>S. 


CttAP. 


fouud  it  strong  enough  and  sufficiently  well  provisioned  to 
have  held  out  many  a  long  day.  But  it  had  been  demon- 
strated to  the  besieged  that  relief  was  impossible,  ami  that 
the  surrender  on  one  day  or  another,  after  the  siege  upemtions 
should  be  brought  to  their  close,  was  certain.  The  inexor- 
able genius  of  the  commander — skilled  in  a  science  whi(di  to 
the  cojirser  war-makers  of  that  age  seemed  almost  super* 
human — hovered  above  them  like  a  fate.  It  was  as  well  to 
sui'cumb  on  the  24th  June  as  to  wait  till  the  2'lth  July.'* 

^loreover  the  great  sustaining  principle — resistaueo  to  the 
foreigner — which  had  insjiired  the  deeds  of  daring,  the 
wonders  of  endurance,  in  the  Dutch  cities  beleaguered  ao 
remorselessly  by  the  Spaniard  tweuty  years  earlier  in  the 
century,  was  wanting. 

In   surrendering  to  the   bom    Netlierlander — the   heroic , 
chieftain  of  the  illustrious  house  of  Nassau — these  Nether- ' 
landers  were  neither  sullyuig  their  flag  nor  injuring  their 
country.      Enough  had  been  done  for  military  honour  in 
the   gallant   resistance,   in   which   a    large  jxtrtion   of  the 
garrison  had  fallen.     Nor  was  that  religious  superstition  so  ' 
active  within  the  city,  which  three  years  before  had  mada  J 
miracles  possible  in  Paris  when  a  heretic  sovereign  was  to  be 
defied  by  his  own  subjects.     It  was  known  that  even  if  the 
public  ceremonies  of  the  Catholic  Church  were  likely  to  be 
suspended  for  a  time  after  the  surrender,  at  least  Uie  rights 
of  individual  conscience  and  private  worship  within  indindoal 


"  Tliua  HMKlefltly  did  WUliam  Lewis, 
to  whom  S(»  lurge  u  ]MU-t  of  llio  glory 
of  all  Ihvav  ttchirveiueiits  Ix'longs,  ex- 
preaB  hiuiiirlf  iii  u  cuiigrfttulatory  letter 
la  Ilia  ct>Uftin  Mutiric«  : — *'  J  'estiiiio  do 
Df  fuirc  que  mem  devoir  d«  congnitulcr 
V.  E.  d'uiio  victoiru  i»i  aiguul^  eii  co 
4ti'iivi.-z  iaiot  iitio  pnuve  tiint  ri>mnr- 
qunltlc,  qth-  la  ounduite  et  travail  en  In 
guerre  duuiine  lii  force,  doiit  ee  siego 
{M'Ut  thtr»»  iu»iuiiic  ii  droict  1ft  socoudo 
Alexin  (>t  xiuv  grundo  reatuuratioti  en 
jKirlio  «lc  la  vicillci  art  ft  ecieiu-e  mili- 
Uiiri\  liiqui-llo  ftfstc'iufwque'e.  voirt*n'a 
ttit-Mi  u«We  comprehcuder,  on  nour  1«} 
ijjoius  pracliijiieo  dts  plus  gniUOb  capi* 


tamos  modemea ;  par  oil  ro&oenti  *  «• 
coup  pluB  perdu  do  sa  r^paiatkm  qw 
refu    dt)    domiuRgo    pat-    lev    Milri* 
plufiieurs  belles  et  gnuxles  violonvi; 
teilument  quo  ei  Mcaietizs  lea  Blato 
seoooderoient    en  forcea  ce   qoo   la 
guerru  a  augments  en  expanaoea  & 
bon  droiU  «-•  pourroit  oo  pramcttia  une 
brmno  et  hcurouae  Lsue  tie  laqniUa  ja 
pric'  Diuu  de  fhirc  4  oc  pauTre  tVya  urn 
une  fotB  jouir.  ot  a  votre  Ex0*.  I1m»> 
ucur  <•'!  f..... .p. •...». -t^  Jo  aee(CMHiam<< 

hero  i  i^iaad*  uaTanlk 

de    1 1  i-r."  — OwKm    r. 

PHnstttibx,  Ajdti^oi  II.  8.  i.  245. 
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households  would  bo  tolerated,  and  there  was  no  papal  legate 
with  fiery  eloquence  persuading  a  city  full  of  heroic  dupes 
that  it  was  more  virtuous  for  men  or  women  to  eat  their  own 
children  than  to  forego  one  high  mass,  or  to  wink  at  a  single 
conventicle. 

After  all,  it  was  no  such  bitter  hardship  for  the  citizens  of 
Gertruydenberg  to  participate  in  the  prosperity  of  the  rising 
and  thriving  young  republic,  and  to  enjoy  those  municipal  and 
national  hbertiea  which  her  sister  cities  had  found  so  sweet. 

Nothing  could  be  calmer  or  more  reasonable  than  such  a 
triumpli,  nothing  less  humiliating  or  leas  disa^itrous  than  such 
ii  surrender. 

The  problem  was  solved,  the  demonstration  was  made.  To 
ojKjn  their  gates  to  the  sohliers  of  the  Union  was  not  to  ailmifc 
the  honles  of  a  Spanish  commander  with  the  avenging  furies 
<»f  murder,  pillage,  rape,  whicli  ever  followed  in  their  train 
over  the  breach  of  a  captured  city. 

To  an  enemy  hated  or  dreaded  to  the  uttermost  mortal 
capacity, that  well-fortiiifd and  opuk'Utcity  miglithave  holdout 
for  mouths,  and  only  when  the  arms  and  the  fraud  of  the  foe 
without,  and  of  famine  within,  had  done  their  work,  could  it 
have  bowed  its  head  to  tlie  conqueror,  and  submitted  to  the 
ineffable  tortures  which  would  be  the  necessary  punishment 
of  its  cx)urage. 

Four  thousand  shots  had  been  fired  from  the  siege-guns 
upon  the  city,  and  tlu'ee  hundred  upon  the  relieving  force. 

The  besieging  army  numbered  in  all  niBC  tbousand  one 
hundred  and  fifty  men  of  all  arms,  and  they  lost  during  the 
eighty-live  days*  siege  three  hundi'ed  kdled  and  four  hundred 
womided.'^ 

After  the  conclusion  of  these  operations,  and  the  thorough 
remodelling  of  the  municipal  government  of  the  important 
city  thus  regained  to  the  republic,  ]\Iaurice  occupieil  himself 
with  recruiting  and  refreshing  his  somewluit  exhausted  little 
army.      On  the  other  hand,  old  Count  Mansfeld,  dissatis- 

•''  Duyck,  2-11.  There  werr  nix  JiutiJred  ami  fifty  Englihli  and  seven  luiiidi'cd 
Gerroau  ridurs  in  Maurice  a  canjp.    The  rest  of  las  arojy  weio  Netberkwlera, 
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fied  with  the  impotent  conclusion  to  his  attempts,  retired 
to  Brussels  to  be  much  tauoted  by  the  insolent  Fuentee.    He 
at  least  escaped  very  violent  censure  on  the  part  of  his  eon 
Charles,  for  that  general,  after  his  superfluous  conquest  of 
NoyoD,  while   returning   towards  the   Netherlands,  far  too 
tardily  to  succour  Gertruydenberg,  had  been  paralyzed  in  all 
his  movements  by  a  very  extensive  mutiny  which  broke  out 
among  the  Spanish  troops  in  the  province  of  ArtoiB.**    The 
disorder  went  through  all  its  regular  forms.   A  to>ni  was  taken, 
an  Eletto  \\as  appointed.     The  country-side  was  black-mailed 
or  plundered,  and  the  rebelUou  lasted  some  thirteen  months. 
Before  it  was  concluded  there  was  another  simihir  outbreak 
among  the  Italians,  together  with  the  AV^alloons  and  other 
obedient  Nctheilandei's  in  Hainault,  who  ol>liged  the  city  of 
Mons  to  collect  nine  hundred  florins  a  day  for  them.'*    The 
consequence  of  those  military  rebellions  was  to  render  the 
Spanish  crown  almost  powerless  during  the  whole  year»  within 
the  provinces  nominally  subject  to  its  sway.     The  cause — os 
always— was  the  non-payment  of  these  veterans'  wTiges,  year 
after  year.     It  was  impossible  for  Philip,  with  all  the  wealth 
of  the  Indies  and  Mexico  pouring  through  the  Danaid  sieve 
of  the  Holy  League  in  France,  to  find  the  necessary  funds  to 
save  the  bronzed  and  war-worn  instruments  of  his  crimes  in 
the  Netherlands  from  stsirving  and  from  revolt* 

l^Ieantime  there  was  much  desultory  campaigning  in  Fries- 
land.  Verdugo  and  Frederic  van  den  Berg  picked  up  a  few 
cities  and  strung  places  whicli  had  thrown  oft'  their  allegiance 
.September,  to  the  king — Auerzj'l,  Schlochteren,  VN'inscholeo, 
1593.  Wedde,  Ootmarzum  —  and  invested  the  much  more 

important  town  of  Coeworden,  wlxieh  Jlaurice  had  so  recently 
reduced  to  the  authority  of  the  Union.  Verdugo's  fort'e  was 
insufficient,  however,  and  he  had  neither  munitions  nor  pro- 
visions for  a  long  siege.  Winter  was  coming  on ;  and  the 
States,  aware  that  be  would  soon  be  obliged  to  retire  from 
before  the  well-garnsoned  and  fortified  place,  thought  it  an- 
necet>8ary  to  interfere  with  him.     After  a  very  brief  demon* 

"  MeU'reii.  x%i  323.  Coloma.  vi.  123"'.   Bor,  UI.  710.     i>  Mctecw.  xtL  330. 
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Btratiou  the  Portuguese  veteran  was  obliged  to  raise  the 
eaege." 

There  were  also  certain  vague  attempta  made  by  the 
enemy  to  re-possesa  himself  of  those  most  important  seaports 
vfhich  had  been  pledged  to  the  English  queen.  On  a  previous 
page  the  anxiety  lias  been  iiidieuted  with  which  Sir  Robert 
Sidney  regarded  the  withdrawal  of  the  English  troops  in  the 
Netherlands  for  the  Siike  of  assistmg  the  French  king.  This 
palpable  breach  of  the  treaty  had  uecessariJy  weakened 
England's  hold  on  the  aBV-ctious  of  the  Netlierlanders,  and 
awakened  dark  suspicions  that  treason  might  bo  impending 
at  Flashing  or  Ostend.  The  suspicions  were  unjust — so 
far  as  the  governors  of  those  places  were  concerned — for 
Sydney  and  Xorris  were  as  loyal  as  they  were  intelligent 
and  brave;  but  the  trust  in  their  characters  was  not  more 
implicit  than  it  had  been  in  that  of  Su*  William  Stiinley 
before  the  commission  of  his  crime.  It  was  now  believetl  that 
the  enemy  was  preparing  for  a  sudden  assault  upon  Ostend, 
with  the  connivance,  it  was  feared,  of  a  certain  portion  of  the 
English  garrison.  The  intelligeiiL-e  was  at  once  conveyed  to 
her  Majesty's  Govemnient  by  Sir  Edward  Norris,  and  they 
determined  to  take  a  lesson  from  pa,st  exjierience.  Xorris 
was  at  once  informed  that  in  view  of  the  attack  which  ho 
apprehended,  his  garrison  should  be  strengthened  by  five 
hundred  men  under  Sir  Conyers  Clifford  from  certain  com- 
panies in  FJusIiiug,  and  that  other  reinforcements  should  be 
sent  from  the  English  troops  in  Normandy.  The  governor 
was  ordered  to  look  well  after  his  captains  and  8oldiei*s,  to 
remind  them,  in  the  queen's  name,  of  their  duty  to  herself 
and  to  the  States,  to  bid  all  beware  of  sidlying  the  English 
mune,  to  make  close  investigations  into  any  possible  intrigues 
of  the  garris<jn  with  the  enemy,  and,  should  any  culprits  be 
found,  to  bring  them  at  once  to  condign  punishment."' 

The  queen,  too,  determined  that  there  should  be  no 
bh'ghting  of  EngUsh  honour,  if  she  could  prevent  it  by  her 

»  Bor,  III.  71+-718.  !  wurd    Noma,    partly    in    Burghley's 

»  The  Qiitcu'a  minute  to  bir  Ed-  |  hand,  Oct.  1593.     (8.  P.  Office  MS.) 
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warnings,  indited  with  lier  own  Land  a  cbttractoristic  Icttrr  to  W 
Sir  Edward  Norris,  to  accompany  the  more  formal  despatch 
of  I-rord  Bur«,'bley.     Thus  it  i*an  : — 

"  Ned  f — Tiiough  you  have  some  tainted  sheep  among  your 
flock,  let  not  that  sei-ve  for  excuse  for  the  rest.  We  trust 
you  are  so  carefully  regarded  as  nought  shall  bo  left  for  your 
excuses,  but  either  ye  lack  heart  or  want  will ;  for  of  fear 
we  will  not  make  mention,  as  that  our  soul  abhors,  and  wo 
assure  ourselves  you  will  never  discern  suspicion  of  it.  Now 
or  never  let  for  the  hunour  of  us  and  our  nation,  each  man 
be  so  much  of  bolder  heart  as  their  cause  is  good,  and  their 
lionour  must  be  according,  remembering  the  old  gooilnesa 
of  our  God,  who  never  yet  made  us  fail  His  jiee<lful  help, 
who  ever  bless  you  as  I  ^vith  my  prince's  hand 
Him."^ 

J'he  warnings  and  preparations  proved  suniciently  effective,! 
and  the  great  schemes  with  which  the  new  royal  governor  o! 
the  Netherlands  was  supposed  to  be  full — a  mere  episode  ii 
which  was  tlie  conquest  of  Ostend — seemed  not  so  formidabla; 
as  their  shadows  had  indiaited.  There  was,  in  the  not  verjT 
distant  future,  to  be  a  siege  of  Ostend,  which  the  world  would 
not  soon  forget,  hut  ]ierliap8  the  place  would  not  yield  to  aj 
sudden  assault  Its  resistance,  on  the  contrary,  might  provft™ 
more  protracted  than  was  then  thought  possible.  But  the 
chronicle  of  events  must  not  be  anticipated.  For  the  present,! 
Ostend  was  safe.'* 

Early  in  the  following  spring,  Verdugo  agiun  appeared 


**  "  A  clause  written  in  the  letter  to 
Sir  E»1.  Norris,  with  iior  Mftjcatv*8  own 
hund."    (8.  P.  Office  MS.) 

^  "  It  uppi-AtH  by  tbost'  advorlii-e- 
mtinta  tlmt  coniu  unto  me  out  of  llu.' 
land,"  wrote  Sir  Ed.  Norris  to  Lord 
Burghk-y,  "  tiiat  Hit-  greait  expoclafion 
whicli  WU8  bud  of  the  comiug  of  thia 
new  great  govcmour  ia  abuojit  gone, 
who  jieJtber  for  pojioe  nor  war  doth 
8c«m  lUiC'ly  to  perform  tliui  wliicb  bo 
pronii»od.  .  ...  It  appears  that  hia 
intutiUuu  wufi  by  all  mt-ana  to  st'ttlo 
thobe  piirlK  in  Honto  tif>rt  of  peace,  trace, 
uT  quiut    by  tlio   Iftking  of  Osttmd, 


whilfit  ho  might  employ  hijs  whoiM 
forces  upon  greater  enlerprisea.  I| 
think  be  in  now  out  of  bitpto  of  oiiy,  f«Jf  I 
be  fin<LiUo  lUielibuod  of  p«^:n>.'  ii:i.l  ,i4| 
for  the  tukiu^  of  tbia  plii' 
which  the  jK-ople  Hattered  i 
80  much  wjthjilj  uiethinks  tJjo  Lope 
it  i»  delayed;  for  tlie  grcnt  wi»ri 
which  were  in  hand  at  Newp 
Uruges  are  laid  iwide,  and 
worJimen  licensed  to  go  hcimCt  1 
be  ready  nt  a.  day's  waniing.'" — Noi 
U>  Burgidey,  6  Murcfa,  1594.  {&  Kj 
Office  MS.)  ""■ 
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fore  O^ewordeii  in  force.  It  was  obvious  tliat  the  great  city 
of  Groiiingen,  the  mistress  of  all  tho  north-eastern  Ai>hl, 
provinces,  would  soon  be  attacke<l,  and  Coewoi-dea  ^^®*- 
was  tlie  necessary  base  of  any  operations  against  the  place. 
Fortunately  for  tlio  States,  William  I^ewis  bad  in  Iho  pre- 
ceding autumn  occupied  and  fortified  the  only  avenue  through 
the  Bourtaiif^e  morass,  so  that  when  Verdu^^'o  sat  dfjwn  before 
Coewordcn,  it  was  possible  for  3Iatirice,  by  moving  rapidly,  to 
take  the  royal  governor  at  a  disadvantage,** 

Verdugo  had  eight  thousand  picked  troops,  including  two 
thousand  Walloon  cavalry,  troopers  who  must  have  been  very 
formidable,  if  they  were  to  be  judged  by  the  prowess  of  one 
of  their  captains,  Gaucier  by  name.  This  obedient  Nether- 
lander ^vaa  in  the  habit  of  boasting  that  ho  had  slain  four 
hundred  and  ten  men  with  his  own  hand,  including  several 
prisoners  and  three  preaciiers  ;^  but  the  rest  of  those  warriors 
were  not  so  iamed  for  their  martial  achievements. 

The  peril,  however,  was  great,  and  Prince  Maurice,  trifling 
not  a  moment,  threw  himself  with  twelve  thou!?and  infantry, 
Germans,  Frisians,  Scotch,  English,  and  Hollanders,  and  nearly 
two  thousand  horee,  at  once  upon  the  road  between  the  Vecht 
and  the  Bourtauge  morass.  On  the  IJth  of  May,  5  Mny. 
Verdugo  found  the  States'  commander-in-chief  en-  ^  ^^^"y- 
trenched  and  impregnable,  squarely  establishocl  upon  his 
line  of  rx)mmunications.  lie  reconnoitred,  called  a  council 
of  war,  and  dcfidod  that  to  assail  him  wore  madness;  to  re- 
main, destruction.  On  tho  night  of  tho  Cth  of  J^fay,  ho 
broke  up  his  camp  and  stole  away  in  the  darkness,  without 
sound  of  drum  or  trumjjet,  leaving  all  his  fortifications  and 
burning  all  his  huts.*^* 

Thus  liad  Maurice,  after  showing  the  world  how  strong 
pla*^tes  were  to  be  reduced,  given  a  striking  exhibition  of  the 
manner  in  which  they  were  to  be  siived. 

Coeworden,  after  thiiiy-une  weeks'  investment,  was  re- 
lieved. 


^  R.r,  III.  7JM-798.     MeUivn.  xvi.  328-830. 
»  Metcren,  lUyil.  ix.  231.  ^  IWd. 
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The  stadholder  now  marched  upon  Groningen.  This 
city  was  one  of  the  most  splendid  and  opnlent  of  all 
the  Netherland  towns.  Certainly  it  should  have  been  one 
of  the  most  ancient  in  Europe,  since  it  derived  its  name 
— according  to  that  pains-taking  banker,  Francis  Guicciar- 
dini — ^**from  Grun,  a  Trojan  gentleman/*  who,  neverthe- 
less, according  to  3[unster,  was  "a  Frenchman  by  birth." 
"Both  theories,  however,  might  be  true,"  added  the  con- 
scientious Florentine,  "  as  the  French  have  always  claimed  to 
be  descended  from  the  relies  of  Troy.""  A  simpler^minded 
antiquary  might  liave  babbled  of  green  fields,  since  groenighey 
or  greenness,  was  a  sufficiently  natural  appellation  for  a  town 
surrounded  as  was  Groningen  on  the  east  and  west  by  the 
greenest  and  fattest  of  pastures.  In  population  it  was  only 
exceeded  by  Antwerp  and  Amsterdam."  Situate  on  the  line 
where  upper  and  nether  Germany  blend  into  one,  the  capital 
of  a  great  province  whose  very  name  was  sjrnonymous  with 
liberty,  and  whose  hardy  sons  had  done  fierce  battle  with 
despotism  in  every  age,  so  long  as  there  had  been  human 
record  of  despotism  and  of  battles,  Groningen  had  fallen  into 
the  hands  of  the  forei^i  foe,  not  through  the  prowess  of  the 
Spaniard  but  the  treason  of  the  Netherlander.  The  baseness 
of  the  brilliant,  trusted,  valiant,  treacherous  young  Renneberg 
lias  been  recorded  on  a  previous  page  of  these  volumes." 
For  thirteen  years  long  tlie  republic  had  chafed  at  this 
acquisition  of  the  hated  enemy  within  its  very  heart  And 
now  tlie  day  had  come  when  a  blow  should  be  struck  for 
its  deliverance  by  the  ablest  soldier  that  had  ever  shown  him- 
self in  those  regions,  one  whom  the  commonwealth  had 
watched  over  from  his  cradle. 

For  in  Groningen  there  was  still  a  considerable  party  in 
favour  of  the  Union,  although  the  treason  of  Renneberg  had 
hitherto  prevented  both  city  and  province  from  incorporating 
themselves  in  the  body  politic  of  the  United  Netherlands. 


^  Guiccianiini,  in  rore. 
*"  Guiccianiini,  in  1585,  says  that 
no  Netlierland  city  excooded  it  in  popu- 


lation. 

»  Rise  of  the  Dutch  Republic,  toI. 
iii.  part  vi.  chi^.  ili. 
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Within  the  pre(?iDcts  were  five  hundred  of  Verdugo's  veterans 
under  George  Lanckema,  stationed  at  a  faubourg  called 
Schuytendiess.'^  In  the  city  there  was,  properly  speaking,  no 
garrison/'  for  the  citizens  in  the  last  few  years  had  come  to 
Talae  themselves  on  their  fidelity  to  church  and  king,  and 
to  take  a  sorry  pride  in  bping  false  to  all  that  was  noLle  in 
their  past.  Their  ancestors  had  wrested  privilege  after  privi- 
lege at  the  sword's  point  from  the  mailed  hands  of  d  wives  and 
emperors,  until  tliey  were  almost  a  self-governing  republic; 
their  courts  of  justice  recognizing  no  appeal  to  higlier  powers, 
even  under  the  despotic  sway  of  Charles  V.  And  now, 
under  the  reign  of  his  son,  and  in  the  feebler  days  of  that 
ign,  the  capital  of  the  free  Frisians — the  men  whom  their 
acient  pagan  statutes  had  once  declared  to  be  *'  free  so  long 
as  the  wind  blew  out  of  the  clouds  " — relied  upon  the  trained 
bands  of  her  burghers  enured  to  arms  and  Avell-provided  with 
all  munitions  of  war  to  protect  her,  not  against  foreign 
t}Tanny  nor  domestic  sedition,  but  against  libertj'  and  against 
law. 

For  the  representative  of  the  most  ancient  of  the  princely 
houses  of  Europe,  a  youth  whose  ancestors  had  been  emperors 
when  the  forefathers  of  Philip,  long-descended  aa  ho  was, 
were  but  country  squires,  was  now  knocking  at  their  gates. 
Not  as  a  conqueror  and  a  despot,  but  as  the  elected  first 
magistrate  and  commander-in-chief  of  the  freest  common- 
wealth in  the  world,  Maurice  of  Nassau,  at  the  head  of  fifteen 
thousand  Netherlanders,  countrymen  of  their  own,  now  sum- 
moned the  inhabitants  of  the  town  and  province  to  participate 
with  their  fellow  citizens  in  all  the  privileges  and  duties  of 
the  prosjierous  republic. 

It  Beemed  impossible  that  such  an  appeal  could  be  resisted 
by  force  of  arms.  Rather  it  would  seem  that  the  very  walls 
sliould  have  fallen  at  his  feet  at  the  first  blast  of  the  trumpet; 
but  there  was  military  honour,  there  was  religious  hatred, 
there  w>^s  the  obstinacy  of  party.  More  thun  all,  there  were 
half  a  dozen  Jesuits  within  the  town,  and  to  those  ablest  of 


»  Metcwn.  XTi  330,  seqq.    Bor.IU.  808,  aeqtj. 
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generals  in  times  of  ciWl  war  it  was  mainly  owing  that  the 

siege  of  Groningen  was  protracted  longer  than  under  other 
circnmstances  would  have  been  possible.''* 

It  ia  not  my  purpose  to  descrilie  in  detail  the  scientific 
'>o  Ma      operations  during  the  sixty-five  days  between  the 
24  July,  i>Oth   Jlay  and   the  *24th   July.     Again  the  com- 
mand tT-in-i^liief  enlightened  the  world  by  an  exhibi- 
tion of  a  more  artistic  and  humane  style  of  warfare  than 
previously  to  Ids  appearance  on  the  military  stage  bml  Wn 
known.     But  the  daily  phenomena  of  the  Leaguer — although 
they  have  been  minutely  preserved  by  most  competent  eye- 
witnesses— are  hardly  entitled  to  a  place  except  in  special 
military  histories,  where,  however,   they  should   claim   the 
foremost  rank,'* 

The  fortifications  of  the  city  were  of  the  most  splendid  and 
substantial  character  known  to  the  age.  The  ditches,  the 
ravelins,  the  ciutains,  the  towers  were  as  thoroughly  con- 
stnicted  as  the  defences  of  any  place  in  Europe^  It  waa 
therefore  necessary  that  JIaurice  and  his  coiLsin  I-iewis  should 
employ  all  their  learning,  all  their  skill,  and  their  best  artil*  ^j 
lery  to  reduce  this  great  capital  of  the  Eastern  Netherlands.  ^| 
Again  the  scientific  coil  of  approaches  wound  itself  aronmi^^ 
and  around  the  doomed  stronghold ;  again  were  constnicte<l  tho 
galleries,  the  covered  ways,  the  hidden  mines,  where  soldiei 
transformed  to  gnomes,  burrowed  and  fought  within  the  lx)wel8 
ot  the  earth ;  again  that  fatal  letter  Y  aJvanced  slowly  under 
ground,  stretching  its  deadly  prongs  nearer  and  nearer  up  to 
the  walls ;  and  again  the  system  of  defences  against  a  relieving 
force  wiris  so  perfectly  established  tliat  Veixlugo  or  Mausleld, 
with  what  troops  they  could  muster,  seemed  as  powerleta  as 
the  jiewter  soldiers  with  which  Maurice  in  his  boyhooil — nut 
yet  so  long  passed  away — was  wont  to  puzzle  over  the  pro- 
blems which  new  practically  engaged  his  early  manhood.! 
Again,  too,  strangely  enough,  it  is  recoriled  that  Pliilip  Nosetau, 

"  MtttTL-n,  ubi  »it)i.  miuuU'ly   iirnl  »ciciitifloftUy  rooordetl. 

*•  Seo,  in  inu-ticular,   Journol  von  \  hot,  IlL  82fi-835.    Meiamt.  xwL  SK, 
Dnyck,  rci  Miiiaor.  Hyl-4f>5,  iu  which  [  imqq. 
tvt-ry   daily   hjoidotjt  of  the   rfej^i  in  I 
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at  almost  the  same  period  of  the  siege  aa  in  that  of  Gertniy- 
denberg,  sigriab'zed  himself  by  a  deed  of  drunken      n  jujj, 
and  superfluous  dariug.     This  time  the  dinner  pirty      ^^^'** 
was  at  the  quarters  of  Coimt  Solms,  in  honour  of  the  Prince 
^f  Auhalt,  where,  after  potations  pottle  deep,  Count  Philip 
shod  from  the  dinner-table  to  the  breach,  not  yet  thoroughly 
ticable,  of  the  north  ravelin,  and,  entirely  without  armour, 
mounted  pike  in  hand  to  tlie  assault,  proposing  to  carry  the 
fort  by  his  own  unaided  exertions.     xVnother  oflScer,  one  Cap- 
tain Vaillant,  still  more  beside  himself  than  was  the  count, 
inspired  him  to  these  deeds  of  valour  by  assuring  him  that 
the  mine  was  to  be  sprung  under  the  ravelin  that  afternoon, 
and  that  it  was  a  plot  on  the  part  of  the  Holland  boatmen  to 
prevent  the  soldiers  who  had  been  working  so  hard  and  so  long 
in  the  mines  from  taking  part  in  the  honours  of  the  assault. 
The  count  was  with  difficulty  brought  off  with  a  whole  skin 
ad  put  to  bed.^*     Yet  despite  these  disgraceful  pranks  there 
no  doubt  tliat  a  better  and  braver  officer  than  he  was 
irdly  to  l^e  found  even  among  the  ten  noble  Nassaus  who  at 
that  moment  were  fighting  for  the  cause  of  Dutch  liberty — 
fortunately  with  more  sobriety  than  he  at  all  times  displayed. 
j  On  the  following  day,  Prince  Maurice,  making  a  reeon- 

^_DaiRsance  of  the  works  with  his  usual  calmness,  yet  with 
^Khe  habitual  contempt  of  personal  danger  which  made 
^Kk>  singular  a  contrast  with  the  cautious  and  painstaking 
^characteristics  of  his  strategy,  very  narrowly  escaped  death. 
A  shot  from  tlie  fort  struck  so  hard  ujiou  the  buckler  imder 


jver  of  which  he  was  taking  his  observations  as  to 


12  July. 


ell  him  to  (he  ground.^      Sir  Francis  Vere,  who 

ras  with  the  prince  under  the  same  buckler,  Likewise  measured 

length  in  the  trench,  but  both  escaped  serious  injury.'* 

!*auli,  one  of  the  States  commissioners  present  in  the  camp, 

wrote  to  Bameveld  that  it  was  to  be  hoped  that  the  accident 

might  prove  a  warning  to  his  Excellency.    He  had  repeatedly 

remonstrated  with  him,  he  said,  against  his  reckless  expoeure 


>*  Duyck.  448.    Bor.  m.  832.     »  Bor.  vbt  tup.    Dmck,  448.    Meteren.  830. 
**  hot,  ubi  vu}).    But  Duyck  makes  no  mention  of  'Vere  in  this  connection. 
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of  himself  to  unnecessary  danger,  but  he  was  so  energetic  and 
so  full  of  courage  that  it  was  im])ossible  to  restrain  him  from 
beioj^  everywhere  every  day.*^ 

Three  days  later,  the  letter  Y  did  its  work.  At  ten  o'clock 
15  ju!f,  of  the  night  of  the  15th  July,  Prince  Maurice  ordered 
1594.  ijjg  mines  to  be  sprung,  when  the  north  ravelin  was 

blown  into  the  air,  and  some  forty  of  the  garrison  witii  it.*. 
Two  of  them  came  flying  into  the  besiegers'  camp,  and,f 
strange  to  say,  one  was  alive  and  sound.^  The  catastrophe  ' 
finished  the  sixty-five  days'  siege,  the  breach  was  no  longer 
defensible,  the  obstinacy  of  the  burghers  was  exhauste^i,  and 
capitulation  followed.  lo  truth,  there  had  been  a  subterranean 
intrigue  going  on  for  many  weeks,  which  was  almost  as 
eflective  as  the  mine.  A  certain  Jan  te  Boor  had  been  going 
back  and  forth  between  camp  and  city,  under  various  pretexts 
and  safe-conducts,  and  it  had  at  last  appeared  that  the  Jesoiti 
and  the  five  hundred  of  Verdugo's  veterans  were  all  that  pre* 
vented  Grouingen  from  returning  to  the  Union.  There  bad 
been  sever©  fighting  within  the  city  itself,  for  the  Jcstaits 
had  procured  the  transfer  of  the  veterans  from  the  faubourg  to 
22  .i-ij,  the  town  itself,  and  the  result  of  all  these  operatiow^ 
^''^■*-  political,  military,  and  Jesuitical,  was  that  on  22Jid 

July  articles  of  suiTender  were  finally  agreed  upon  between 
Maurice  and  a  deputation  from  the  magistrates,  the  guilds, 
and  commander  Lanckema.*" 

The  city  was  to  take  its  place  thenceforth  as  a  member  of 
the  Union.  William  Lewis,  already  stadholder  of  FriestoiMi 
for  the  united  States,  was  to  be  recognised  as  cliief  magij-  i 
trate  of  the  whole  province,  wliich  was  thus  to  retain  all  it« ' 
ancient  privileges,  laws,  and  rights  of  self-government,  vlule 
it  exchanged  its  dependence  on  a  distant,  foreign,  and  dfr* 
caving  despotism  for  incorporation  with  a  young  and  T^;aroas 
commonwealth. 

It  was  ananged  that  no  religion  but  the  reformed  religion, 
in  the  united  republic,  should 


pract 


publicly 


*'  B  ir,  fiftj  tup. 
»•  Moleren,  330. 


»  Dnjck,  i52, 453.    Bor.    Mfltrmu 
»  Bor.    Matwen.    Du^ck.  iii6A6>L 
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exercised  in  the  province,  but  that  no  man  should  be  ques- 
tioned 08  to  his  faith,  or  troubled  in  his  conscience.  Cloisters 
and  ecclesiastical  property  were  to  remain  m  statu  quo,  until 
the  States-General  should  come  to  a  definite  concluiuon  on 
these  subjects,'*' 

TJniTersal  amnesty  was  proclaimed  for  all  offences  and 
quarrels.  Every  citizen  or  resident  foreigner  was  free  to 
remain  in  or  to  retire  from  the  town  or  province,  with  full 
protection  to  his  person  and  property,  and  it  was  expressly 
provided  in  the  articles  granted  to  Lanekema  that  his  soldiers 
should  depart  with  arms  and  bagnrage,  leaving  to  Prince 
Maurice  their  colours  only,  while  the  prince  furnished  suJii- 
cient  transportation  for  their  women  and  their  wounded. 
The  property  of  Yerdugo,  royal  stadholder  of  the  province, 
was  to  be  respected,  and  to  remain  in  the  city,  or  to  be 
taken  thence  under  safe  conduct,  as  might  be  preferred.^ 


t 


«  Art  VI.  Meteren.  331.  Hot,  1 
83.V  The  intelligence  of  tlie  capture  ' 
of  Gronif)j;eii  cxcitctl  grc?at  Dnthuainsm 
in  tho  court  of  the  French  king,  cuus- 
ijiK  "  tJie  power  of  the  ShiteH  and  the 
name  of  the  prince  to  ho  i-xtolled  to 
heaven,"  ticconling  to  CnlvHcrt.  *'  Tho 
entire  ButtpeMnion  of  Cnthnljc  worship, 
hnwrvfr,  and  the  intrtxiuction  of  tlie 
reformed  religion  in  tJi©  citjr,  were 
reprehendc"!  by  mnny.  The  king  sen* 
lubly  anj)Wire<J,  said  the  envoy,  ttiat 
the  townspiopie  hiul  tlicruAtlvcs 
b«eQ  thit  cauj«  of  thin,  never  having 
bceu  willing  to  pcnnit  n  church  for 
tlic  reformed  fnith.  Now  they  were 
tripped  np  ill  the  same  way  ninee  they 
r  '  ■  '^welToa  onnqucrtd.  Hia 
■*'  i-4  that  your  highnesses, 

^\      .>paniArd8   hud  been  com- 

plfUdv  driven  out  of  the  coutitr)', 
wool*!  williDf^ly  re-opon  tlic  Catholic 
churrhe*  in  your  provinces,  if  the 
others  would  do  the  imnte  t4'>wnrdB  tho 
reloruiwl  onea  ;  asking  inc  if  it  wero 
not  w).  I  answeivd  yea,  enlnr^ing  on 
Ui»  topic  in  ftuoh  wise  as  [  thought 
•uitc<l  the  ocdu-ion ;  an<l  uiy  lauguiige 
•ecaied  to  miii^te  the  sut'd  ofCeuoe." 
Deventer,  Ciedcnkstakken,  ii.  p.  82. 

Ilera  c«-rtunl7  aeemed  progress  in 
th    '■■  •—    -  •  - 'i:-'   .n.  The  French 


king  and  tho  republican  envoy  agrco* 
ing  that  Catholics  and  Protthtunts 
ought  to  have  and  were  to  have  equal 
righti)  of  piihiic  worship,  showed  an 
advance  on  tho  doctrine  of  riiilip  and 
of  the  German  Prottstant  princes  that 
the  vmasal  was  to  have  no  opinion  but 
his  maflter'«.  NevertheJeaa  the  Stntea- 
OencTal  were  not  pleased  that  their 
envoy  should  have  answered  the  new- 
ly converted  Henry  so  glibly  on  the 
great  subject  of  protection  U^  Catliolics. 
He  was  asked  ny  what  muthorily  he 
htt<l  given  so  categorical  an  answer, 
and  he  was  direoUd  in  future  to  think 
twice,  and  aak  for  instructions  in  such 
emergencies.  To  promise  public  wor- 
ship of  a  religion  pn)fee8ed  mainly  in 
Ihei  Netherlandif  by  the  o^lherent*  of 
the  Spanish  king  and  the  enemies  of 
tho  States  was  pronounced  nltogelher 
too  rush.  It  was  inferred,  from  the 
eagerness  manifested  on  this  oeca»sion, 
that  the  French  king  would  bu*  eosily 
induced  to  make  war  ou  ihose  of  the 
reformed  reUi:ci'^'i»  in  «'**'-  i''*"y  w**'^'  "V^ 
willing  to  submit  themstlves  to  hia 
discretion,  and  the  Qiieea  of  England 
was  perpetually  intimating  such  a  A(U> 
picion  to  tho  States.  Duyck,  475. 
**  Bor,  Meteren.  uW  mp, 
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Ten  thoiisantl  cannon-shot  had  been  fired  against  the  city. 
The  cost  of  powder  and  shot  consumed  was  estimated  at  a 
hundred  thousand  florins.  Four  hundred  of  the  besiegers 
had  been  killed,  and  a  much  larger  number  wounded.  The 
army  had  been  further  weukene<l  by  sickness  and  numerons 
desertions.  Of  the  besieged,  tliree  hundred  soldiers  in  all 
were  killed,  and  a  few  citizens. 

Thirty-six  caunou  were  taken,  besides  mortars,  and  it  was 
said  that  eight  hundred  tons  of  powder,  and  plenty  of  other 
ammunition  and  provisions,  were  found  in  the  place.^ 

On  the  23rd  July  Maurice  and  William  Lewis  entered  the 
city.  Some  of  the  soldiers  were  disappointed  at  the  inexor- 
able prohibition  of  pillage ;  but  it  was  the  purpose  of  Maurice, 
as  of  the  States-General,  to  place  the  sister  province  at  once  in 
the  unsullied  possession  of  the  liberty  and  the  order  for 
which  the  struggle  with  Sjwiin  had  been  carried  on  so  long. 
If  the  limitation  of  public  religious  worship  seemed  harsh,  it 
should  be  remembered  that  Romanism  in  a  city  occupied  by 
Sjjanish  troops  had  come  to  mean  unmitigated  hostility  to 
the  republic.  In  the  midst  of  civil  war,  the  hour  for  that 
religious  liberty  wliich  was  the  necessary  issue  of  the 
great  conflict  had  not  yet  struck.  It  was  surely  some- 
thing gained  for  humanity  that  no  man  should  be  qnestioned 
at  all  as  to  his  creed  in  countries  where  it  was  so  recently 
the  time-honoured  practice  to  question  him  on  the  tack, 
and  to  burn  him  if  the  answer  was  objectionable  to  tiio 
inquirer. 

It  was  something  that  the  holy  Inquisition  had  been  for 
ever  suppressed  in  the  land.  It  must  be  admitted,  likewise, 
that  the  terms  of  sun'cnder  and  the  spectacle  of  re-establishod 
law  and  order  which  succeeded  the  capture  of  Groningen 
furnished  a  wholesome  contrast  to  the  scenes  of  ineiTiible 


«  Duyck.  4(H.  465.  Yet  Coloma* 
VI.  13a  ftiui  v^  Q5cribea  the  low  of  the 
city  mudiily  to  two  cauflt.>a — tht  want  of 
potcdrr,  ttud  the  flutterif*  and  vile 
perauiuioDS  of  tho  vrlvi-n  of  the 
burghon,  any  ono  of  wliieh  artful 
women  was  e^ual,  he  soys,   to  thrte 


diBsembling  men.  As  in  ever;  paH  «£ 
Uie  Nellkcrlundo,  he  adds,  wooncn 
exercise  great  infloenoet  even  in  Um 
most  gmve  offiiira,  w  theve  is  no  doobi 
thnt  in  Qroutngon  they  anv  and  liava 
always  been,  more  powerful  ihao  otae- 
where. 
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horror  that  had  been  displayed  whenever  a  Duteh  town  had 
fallen  into  the  hands  of  Philip. 

And  thus  the  common  wealth  of  the  United  Netherlands, 
through  the  practical  military  genius  and  perseverance  of 
Maurice  and  Lewis  William,  and  the  substantial  statesman- 
ship of  Bameveld  and  his  colleagues,  had  at  last  rounded 
itself  into  definite  shape ;  while  in  all  directions  toward  which 
men  turned  their  eyes,  world-empire,  imposing  and  gorgeous 
as  it  had  seemed  for  an  interval,  was  vanishing  before  its 
votaries  like  a  mirage.  The  republie,  placed  on  the  solid 
foundations  of  civil  liberty,  self-government,  and  reasonable 
law,  was  steadily  consolidating  itself. 

No  very  prominent  movements  were  undertaken  by  the 
forces  of  the  Union  during  the  remainder  of  the  year. 
According  to  the  agreements  with  H»?nry  IV.  it  had  been 
necessary  to  provide  that  monarch  with  considerable  assist- 
ance to  carry  on  his  new  campaigns,  and  it  was  therefore 
difficult  for  Jlaurice  to  begin  for  the  moment  upon  the  larger 
schemes  which  he  had  contemplated. 

Meantime  the  condition  of  the  obedient  Netherlands  de- 
mands a  hasty  glance. 

On  the  death  of  brother  Alexander  the  Capuchin,  Fuentes 
produced  a  patent  by  which  Peter  Ernest  Mansfekl  was  pro- 
visionally appointed  governor,  in  case  the  post  shoiUd  become 
vacant.  During  the  year  which  followed,  that  testy  old 
campaigner  had  indulged  himself  in  many  petty  feuds  with 
all  around  him,  but  had  effected,  as  we  have  seen,  very  little 
to  maintain  the  king's  authority  either  in  the  obedient  or 
the  disobedient  provinces. 

Hia  utter  incompetency  soon  became  most  painfully  appa- 
rent. His  more  than  puerile  dependence  upon  his  son,  and 
tlie  more  than  paternal  severity  exercised  over  him  by  Count 
Charles,  were  made  manifest  to  all  the  world.  The  son  ruled 
the  trembling  but  peevish  old  warrior  with  an  iron  rod,  and 
endle^  was  their  wrangling  with  l^'uentes  and  all  the  other 
Spaniards.  Between  the  querulousness  of  the  one  and  the 
ferocity  of  the  other,  poor  Fuentes  became  sick  of  his  life. 
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"  Tis  a  diabolical  genius,  this  Count  Charles,"  said  Ybam, 
"and  so  full  of  ambition  that  ho  insists  on  governing 
everybody  just  as  he  rulea  his  father.  As  for  me,  until  the 
arcliduke  comes  I  am  a  fiah  out  of  water."  ** 

The  true  successor  to  Farnese  was  to  be  the  Arcbdoke 
Ernest,  one  of  the  many  candidates  for  the  hand  of  tbe 
Infanta,  and  for  the  throne  of  that  department  of  the  Spanish 
dominions  which  was  commonly  railed  France.  Sboald 
Philip  not  appropriate  the  throne,  without  further  scruple,  in 
person,  it  was  on  the  whole  decided  that  his  favourite  nephew 
should  be  the  satrap  of  that  outlying  district  of  the  Spanish 
empire.  In  such  case  obedient  France  might  be  annexed  to 
obedient  Netherlands,  and  united  under  the  sway  of  Arch- 
duke Ernest, 

But  these  dreams  had  proved  in  the  cold  air  of  reality 
but  midsummer  madness.  When  the  name  of  the  archduke 
was  presented  to  the  estates  as  King  Ernest  I.  of  France, 
even  the  most  unscnipulous  and  impassioned  Leaguers  of 
that  country  fairly  hung  their  hcAds.^  That  a  foreign  prince, 
whose  very  name  had  never  before  been  heard  of  by  the  vast 
bulk  of  the  French  population,  should  be  deliberately  placed 
upon  the  throne  of  St.  Louis  and  Hugh  Capet,  was  a  humilia- 
tion hard  to  defend,  profusely  as  Philip  had  scattered  the  Pe- 
ruvian and  Mexican  dollars  among  the  great  ones  of  the 
nation,  in  order  to  accomplish  his  purpose. 

So  Archduko  Ernest,  early  in  the  year  1594,  came  to 
JantMry,  Erussels,  but  hc  came  as  a  gloomy,  disappointed 
*^^**  man.  To  be  a  bachelor-governor  of  the  impoveri^od, 

exhausted,  half-rebellious,  and  utterly  forlorn  little  lenuumt 
of  the  Spanish  Netherlands  was  a  diiTei*ent  position  from  that 
of  husband  of  Clara  Isabella  and  king  of  France,  on  which 
his  imagination  had  been  feedinjj  so  loni*. 

For  neaily  the  whole  twelvemonth  subsequent  to  the  death 


**  Ybarra  to  1h»^  Scrretftrics,  5  Oct. 
1593.     (Arch,  de  Simancas  MS.)  I 

*•  "Ila  furctnt  presque  tous  fmppt^  | 
d'hoiTour  en  considerant   rextremite 
on    el«kj«ut  leduitfl    les  Franijuis    de 


penser  choUir  pour  Roy  oa  hoem* 

?|u'i]fl  ne  ecaTttient  aeolement  qall 
list  au  motida." — Lcktres  di»  JBuaflM* 
24  July,  1593,  p.  235.  """ 
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of  Farnese,  tlie  Spanish  envoy  to  the  Imperial  court  had  been 
endeavouring  to  arrange  for  the  departure  of  the  arcliduke  to 
his  seat  of  goverament  m  the  Netberlaeds.  The  prince 
himself  was  willing  enough,  but  there  were  many  obstacles 
on  the  part  of  tlie  emperor  and  his  advisers.  "Especially 
there  is  one  very  great  impossibility,"  said  San  Clemen te, 
"  and  that  is  the  poverty  of  his  Highness,  which  is  so  great 
that  my  own  is  not  greater  in  my  estate.  So  I  don't  see  how 
he  can  stir  a  step  without  money.  Here  they'll  not  furnish 
him  with  a  penny,  and  for  himself  he  possesses  nothing  but 
debts."  "  The  emperor  was  so  little  pleased  with  the  adven- 
ture that  in  truth,  according  to  the  same  authority,  he  looked 
upon  the  new  viceroy's  embarrassments  with  considerable 
satisfaction,  so  that  it  was  necessary  for  Philip  to  provide 
for  his  travelling  expenses." 

Ernest  was  next  brother  of  the  Emperor  Rudolph,  and  as 
intensely  devoted  to  the  interests  of  the  Koman  Chm-ch  as 
was  that  potentate  himself,  or  even  his  uncle  Piiilip. 

He  was  gentle,  weak,  melancholy,  addicted  to  pleasure,  a 
martyr  to  the  gout  He  brought  no  soldiers  to  the  provinces, 
for  the  emperor,  threatened  with  another  world-empire  on  his 
pagan  flanks  had  no  funds  nor  troops  to  send  to  the  assistance 
of  his  Christian  brother-in-law  and  uncle.  Moreover,  it  may 
be  imagined  that  Kudolph,  despite  the  bonds  of  religion  and 
jOons4mguinity,  was  disposed  to  look  coldly  on  the  colossal 
projects  of  Philip. 

So  Ernest  brought  no  troops,  but  he  brought  six  hundred 
sd  seventy  gentlemeu,  pages,  and  cooks,  and  five  hundred 
nd  thirty-four  horses,  not  to  charge  upon  the  rebeUious 
Dutchmen  withal,  but  to  draw  coaches  and  six.** 

There  was  trouble  enough  prepared  for  the  new  governor 
At  Ids  arrival.  The  groat  Flemish  and  Walloon  nobles  were 
quarrelling  fiercely  with  the  Spaniards  and  among  them- 


'  Una  impiTsibiliilad  muy  prrando 
t  la  pnbn^za  <|ue  iJtutA  do  niutiera  que 
>  es  mayur  la  mia  ea  mi  oatndo,  y  o^i 
I  •£  yo  como  podra  dsr  uu  poaau  sin 
oero  y  d«  aqui  no  le  socorreren  con 
uii  real,  ni  el  rieae  »jno  detulM." — G. 


de  Son  Clemente  to  Fuen tea,  H  March 
15113.    (Arch,  de  6inuincns  JIS.) 

*J  Suu  Clemente  to  Ftientea,  2  May, 
1593.  lArch.  de  Simoncaa  MS.) 
Slime  to  flume,  3  Aue.  1593.    (Ibid.) 

«•  B.ir,  III.  782.     Reyd,  ix.  2*20. 
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gelres  for  office  and  for  precedence.  Arschot  and  hit 
brother  Havr6  both  desired  the  government  of  Flandere; 
so  did  Arenberg.  All  three,  as  well  as  other  gentlemeo, 
were  scrambling  for  the  major-domo's  office  in  Eruest'e 
palace.  Ha\Te  wanted  the  finance  department  as  wd), 
but  Ybarra,  who  was  a  financier,  thought  tlie  public  funds 
in  his  bauds  would  be  in  a  perilous  condition,  inasmuch 
afi  he  was  accounted  the  most  covetous  man  in  all  the 
provinces.** 

So  soon  as  the  archduke  was  known  to  be  approaching  the 
capital  there  was  a  most  ludicrous  race  run  by  all  then 
grandees,  in  order  to  be  the  first  to  greet  his  Highness.  While 
Mansfeld  and  Fuentes  were  squabbling,  as  usual,  Arschot  got 
the  start  of  both,  and  arrived  at  Treves.  Then  the  decrepit 
Peter  Ernest  struggled  as  far  as  Luxembourg,  while  Fuentes 
posted  on  to  Namur.*"  The  archduke  was  much  perplexed 
as  to  the  arranging  of  all  these  i>er8onage8  on  the  day  of  his 
entrance  into  Brussels.  In  the  council  of  state  it  was  still 
worse,  Arschot  claimed  the  first  place  as  duke  and  as  senior 
member,  Peter  Ernest  demanded  it  as  late  governor-general 
and  bceaiLse  of  his  grey  hairs.*'  Never  was  imperial  lughness 
more  disturbed,  never  was  clamour  for  loaves  and  fishes  more 
deafening.  The  caustic  financier — whose  mind  was  just  then 
occupied  with  the  graver  matter  of  assassination  on  a  con- 
siderable scale — looked  with  profound  contempt  at  the 
spectacle  thus  presented  to  liirn.  *'  There  lias  been  the 
deviFs  o>vn  row,"  said  he,  "between  these  counts  aboat 
offices,  and  also  about  going  out  to  receive  the  most  serene 
archduke.  I  have  hatl  such  work  with  them  that  by  the 
salvation  of  my  soul  I  swear  if  it  were  to  last  a  fortnight 
longer  I  would  go  off  afoot  to  Spain,  even  if  I  were  sure  of 
dying  in  jail  after  I  got  there.  I  have  reconciled  the  two 
counts  (Fuentes  and  Mansfeld)  with  each  other  a  hundred 
times,  and  another  hundred  times  they  have  fallen  out  again, 
and  behaved  themselves  with  such  vulgarity  that  I  bluslied 

«  YbftTta  to .  22  Nov.  1593.    (Arch,  de  SimancM  MS.) 

*"  Papel  sobro  loa  precedeticia&    (Ibid.)  '*  Ibid. 
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for  them."  They  are  both  to  blame,  bat  at  any  rate  we  have 
now  got  the  archduke  housed,  and  he  will  get  iis  out  of  tliis 
embarrassment." 

The  archduke  came  with  rather  a  pi*ejudice  against  the 
Spaniards — the  result  doubtless  of  his  disappointment  in 
regard  to  France — and  he  manifested  at  first  an  extreme 
haughtiness  to  those  of  that  nation  with  whom  he  came  in 
contact  A  Castilian  noble  of  high  rank,  having  audience 
with  him  on  one  occasion,  replaced  his  hat  after  salutaHon, 
as  he  had  been  accustomed  to  do — according  to  the  manner 
of  grandees  of  Spain — during  the  government  of  Farneae. 
The  hat  was  nidely  struck  from  his  head  by  the  archduke's 
chamberlain,  and  he  was  himself  ignomiuiously  thrust  out 
of  the  presence."  At  another  time  an  interview  was  granted 
to  two  Spanish  gentlemen  who  had  business  to  transact. 
They  made  their  appearance  in  magnificent  national  costume^ 
splendidly  embroidered  in  gold.  After  a  brief  hearing  they 
were  dismissed,  with  appointment  of  another  audience  for  a 
few  days  later.  When  tbey  again  presented  themselves  they 
found  the  archduke  with  his  court-jester  standing  at  his  side, 
the  buflfoon  lx;ing  attired  in  a  suit  precisely  similar  to  their 
own,  which  in  the  interval  had  been  prepared  by  the  court 
tailor.** 

Such  amenities  as  these  did  not  increase  the  popidarity  of 
Ernest  with  the  Iiigh-spirited  Spaniards,  nor  was  it  palatable 
to  them  that  it  should  be  projKJSed  to  supersede  the  old 
fighting  Portuguese,  Verdugo,  as  govenior  and  commander-in- 
chief  for  the  king  in  Friesland,  by  Frederic  van  den  Berg,  a 
renegade  Netherlander,  unworthy  cousin  of  the  Nassaus, 
who  had  never  shown  either  military  or  administrative 
genius. 

Nor  did  he  succeed  in  conciliating  the  Flemings  or  tlie 


*•  *"  Ha  pftsailo  aqui  mm  bamnnda 
del  dlitblo  entrc  catos  Befior^s  Condos 
aobre  la  refonnacion  y  despnes  »obre 
el  mhx  a  recibir  al  Sct^  Arcfiiduque, 
J  tanto  trabojo  mio,  qao  por  la  salvu- 
cion  de  mi  alma  juro  que  n  Lubiera  da 
dmar  esto  15  diaa  mu  me  taerti  a  pie 


a  Espaflu  atmqtje  Bupiera  morir  eu  la 
carcel.  Tuve  loa  cone4.;rta«loa  ciea 
vczejs  y  otras  ciento  se  ban  desconcer- 
tado  y  trata«lo  por  un  termino  tan  nil- 
Rar  <jue  yo  eatoy  conido,"  Sic.  (Arch, 
oe  Simaucaa  MS.) 
»  Reyd,  jx.  222. 
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Germans  by  these  measures.  In  truth  he  was,  almost  with- 
out his  own  knowledge,  under  the  controlling  influence  of 
Fuentes,"  tlie  most  unscrupulous  and  dangerous  Spaniard  of 
them  all,  while  his  every  proceeding  was  closely  watched 
not  only  by  Diego  and  Stephen  Ybarra,  but  even  by  Chri»> 
toval  de  Moura,  one  of  Philip's  two  secretaries  of  state  who  at 
this  crisis  made  a  visit  to  Brussels.*^ 

These  men  were  indignant  at  the  imbecility  of  the  oourae 
pursued  In  the  obedient  provinces.  They  knew  that  theincaptf 
city  of  the  Government  to  relieve  the  sieges  of  Gertruy  denbefg 
and  Groningen  had  excited  the  contempt  of  Europe,  and  wii 
producing  a  most  damaging  effect  on  Spanish  autliority 
throughout  Christendom  *^  lliey  were  especially  irritated  at 
the  presence  of  the  arch-inlrigner,  Mayenne,  in  Brussels,  eveai 
after  all  his  double  dealings  had  been  so  completely  exp< 
that  a  blind  man  could  have  read  them.  Yet  there  was 
Mayenne,  consorting  with  the  archduke,  and  running  up  a 
great  bill  of  sixteen  thousand  florins  at  the  hotel,  which  th& : 
royal  paymaster  declined  to  settle  for  want  of  funds  notwilh-  ^ 
standing  Ernest's  order  to  that  effect,*^  and  there  was  no  po9» 
sibility  of  inducing  the  viceroy  to  arrest  him,  much  as  he  had 
injured  and  defrauded  the  king. 

How  severely  Ybarra  and  Feria  denounced  Mayenne  has 
been  seen ;  but  remonstrances  about  this  and  other  grave  tox^ 
tnkes  of  administmtion  were  lost  upon  Ernest,  or  made  almost 
impossible  by  his  peculiar  temper.  **  If  I  speak  of  these 
tilings  to  his  Highness/'  said  Y'barra,  **  he  will  begin  to  cry, 
as  he  always  does."^ 


•*  Fuentcs  was  not  a  favourite  with 
Qaoen  Elizubetli.  When  informed 
that  lie  was  tu  succeed  to  the  govtrn- 
ment  of  the  provinces  nftf  r  Uie  death 
of  Parma,  sbe  rcuiRrked  to  Noel  de 
Caron  that  it  wna  the  sumo  Ojntit 
Fueiiteft  who  had  eo  ahnniefuJIy  run 
away  when  Karl  Ej<scx  and  her  i)eople 
were  hofure  Liabon,  thut  he  was  a 
timid  old  woinnn,  but  norte  the  le«*8 
a  frretki  tyrant,  and  that  therefore  he 
hmd  been  sent,  aftf  r  tJie  death  of  the 
Duke  nf  Alva,  to  PortuffiU,  ond  ap- 
pointed lieutenant-general  of  the  Cur^ 


dinnl  of  Austria,  '        '      ^  ■  «irrr  i»til 
what  Lad  beon  td  by  tbt 

duke.     She  doul: _,      c  eatd^l 

be  wouM  attempt  the  same  practf 

the  NfibcHaiuls,  but  «he  bopcd  i 

S|>ain8h  povemor  won  I 

rated  there.'     Noel 

Statcs-r.enernl,  10  D  c.  i.  .^,     UHfOt^ 

Arrl^ives  MS.  \     C  impan?  DuTOk.  4fl&. 

*"    1  uteres  ptetl  Ictlenj  of  8an  Cl^, 
raente.  in  Bor.  IlL  85»«56. 

•7  Ibid 

«  Revd.  i«.  W8. 

••  Ibid.  242. 
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Ybarra,  however,  thought  it  his  duty  secretly  to  give  the 
king  frequent  information  as  to  the  blasted  and  forlorn  con- 
dition of  tlie  provinces.  "  This  sick  man  will  die  in  our 
arms,"  be  said,  "  without  our  wishing  to  kill  bim."'^  He  also 
left  no  doubt  in  the  royal  mind  as  to  the  utter  incompetency 
of  the  archduke  for  hi^s  office.  Although  he  had  much  Cliris- 
tianity,  amiability,  and  good  intentions,  he  was  so  unused  to 
business,  eo  slow  and  so  lazy,  so  easily  persuaded  by  those 
around  him,  as  to  be  always  falling  into  errors.  Ue  was  the 
servant  of  his  own  servants,  particularly  of  those  least  dis- 
posed to  the  king's  service  and  most  attentive  to  their  own 
interests.  He  had  endeavoured  to  make  himself  beloved  by 
the  natives  of  the  country,  while  the  very  reverse  of  this  had 
been  the  result.  "  As  to  his  agility  and  the  strength  of  his 
body,"  said  the  Spaniard,  as  if  he  were  thinking  of  certain 
allegories  which  were  to  mark  the  archduke's  triumphal  en- 
try, "  they  are  so  deficient  as  to  leave  hira  uulit  for  arms. 
I  consider  him  incapable  of  accompanying  an  army  to  the 
fieM,  and  we  find  him  so  new  to  all  such  affairs  as  constitute 
government  and  the  conduct  of  warlike  business,  that  lie  could 
not  steer  his  way  without  some  one  to  enhghten  and  direct 
him."«' 

It  was  sometimes  complained  of  in  those  days — and  the 
thought  has  even  prolonged  itself  until  later  times — that 
those  rcpublicaDS  of  the  United  Netherlands  had  done  and 
could  do  great  things;  but  thiit,  after  all,  there  wiis  no 
grandeur  about  them.  Certainly  they  had  done  g;reat  things. 
It  was  something  to  figlit  the  Ocean  for  ages,  and  patiently 
and  firmly  to  shut  him  out  from  his  own  domain.  It 
was  something  to  extinguish  the  Spanish  Inquisition — a 
still  more  cruel  and  devouring  enemy  than  the  sea.  It 
was  something  that  the  fugitive  spirit  of  civil  and  religious 
[liberty  had  found  at  last  it:^  most  substantial  and  steadfast 
home  upon  those  storm-washed  shoals  and  shifting  sandbanks. 


«  Yhtirm  to  rhilip.  21  June,  1591. 
( Aroh.  de  &iiiiauca«  MS.J  "  La  cnlbr- 
medod  de  eato  ooeipo  es  mny  ap&re- 


mdo  para  que    le  le  mncm  en 
DKizoa  sin  quererle  mataj,"  &o. 
•'  Ibul. 


k» 
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It  was  somethiDg  to  come  to  the  rescue  of  England  in  herl 
great  agony  and  help  to  save  lier  from  inyasion.     It  w«1 
Bometliing  to  do  more   than   any  nation  but  England,  and 
as  much  as  she,  to  assist  Henry  the  Huguenot  to  the  throne 
of  his  ancestors  and  to  preserve  the  national  unity  of  Franc 
which  its  o^\Ti  great  ones  had  imperilled.     It  w^as  some 
to  found  two   inagnificx^nt   universiticB,  cherished  abodes 
science  and  of  antique  lore,  in  the  midst  of  civil  commotioa 
and  of  resistance  to  foreign  oppression-     It  was  something,  i 
the  same  period,  to  lay  the  foundation  of  a  system  of  common ' 
schools — so  cheap  as  to  be  nearly  free — ^for  rich  and  poor 
alike,  which,  in  the  words  of  one  of  the  greatest  beuefacton 
to  the   young   republic,  "would  be  worth  all  the  soldiery 
arsenals,  armouries,  munitions,  and  alliances  in  the  world." 
It  was  something  to    make    a    revolution,   us   humane  M 
it  was  efl'ective,  in  military  afiairs,  and  to  create  an  army, 
whose  camps  were  European  academies.     It  was  somethio 
to   organize,    at    the    same    critical    period,    on    the 
Bkili\il  and  liberal  scale,  and  to  carry  out  with  unexample 
daring,  sagacity,  and   fortitude,  gi'cat  voyages  of  discover 
to  the  polar  regions,  and  to  open  new  highways  for  con 
merce,   new   treasures    for  science.      Many   tilings  of 
nature  had  been  done  by  the  new  commonwealtli;  but,  alas! 
she  did  not  drape  herself  melodramatically,  nor  stalk  alwU 
with  heroic  wreath  and  cothuni.     She  was  altogether  withoof* 
grandeur. 

When  Alva  had  gained  his  signal  victories,  and  follow 
them  up  by  tliose  prodigious  massacres  which,  but  for 
own  and  otlier  irrefragable  testimony,  would  seem  too  moo-^ 
strous  for  belief,  he  had  erected  a  colossal  statue  to  himseU, 
attired  in  the  most  classical  of  costumes,  and  surrounded 
with  the  most  mythological  of  attributes.     Here  was  gttD> 
deur.    But  William  the  Silent,  after  he  had  saved  the  re- 
public, for  wliifh  he  had  lalxairtHi  during  his  whole  lifetiine 
and  was  destined  to  pour  out  his  heart's  blood,  went  aboul^ 
among  the  brewers  and  burghers  with  unbuttoned  double 
and  woollen  bargeman's  waistcoat     It  was  justly  object«d 
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his  clothes,  by  the  euphuistic  Fulke  Grcville,  that  a  meau- 
bora  gtudeut  of  the  luiis  of  Court  would  have  been  ashamed 
to  walk  about  LondoQ  streets  in  them.*^ 

And  now  the  engineering  son  of  that  shabbily-dressed  per- 
sonage hud  been  giving  the  whole  world  lessons  in  the  science 
of  war,  and  was  fairly  perfecting  the  work  which  William  and 
his  great  contemporaries  had  so  well  begun.  But  if  all  thia 
bad  been  merely  doing  great  things  without  greatness,  there 
was  one  man  in  the  Netherlands  who  knew  what  grandeur 
was.  He  was  not  a  citizen  of  the  disobedient  republic,  how- 
ever, but  a  loyal  subject  of  the  obedient  provinces,  and  liis 
name  was  John  Baptist  Houwaerts,  an  eminent  schoolmaster 
"of  Brussels.  He  was  still  more  eminent  as  a  votjiry  of 
what  was  called  "  Rhetoric  "  and  as  an  arranger  of  triumphal 
processions  and  liWng  pictures. 

The  arrival  of  Archduke  Eniest  at  the  seat  of  the  pro- 
vincial Government  offered  an  opportTmity»  which  had  long 
been  wanting,  for  a  display  of  John  Baptist's  genius.  The 
new  viceroy  was  in  so  shattered  a  condition  of  health,  so 
crippled  with  the  gout,  as  to  be  quite  unable  to  stand,  and  it 
required  the  services  of  several  lackeys  to  lift  him  into  and 
out  of  his  carriage.*"  A  few  days  of  repose  therefore  were 
indispensable  to  him  before  he  could  make  his  "joyous 
entrance  "  into  the  capitid.  But  the  day  came  at  last,  and 
the  exhibition  was  a  masterpiece. 

It  might  have  seemed  that  the  abject  condition  of  the 
Spanish  provinces — desolate,  mendicant,  despairing — would 
render  holiday  making  impossible.  But  altliough  almost 
every  vestige  of  the  ancient  institutions  had  vanished  froTu 
the  obedient  Netherlands  as  a  reward  for  their  obedience ; 
although  to  civil  and  religious  liberty,  law,  order,  and  a 
thriving  commercial  and  manufacturing  existence,  such  as 
had  been  rarely  witnessed  in  the  world,  had  succeeded  the 
absolute  tyranny  of  Jesuits,  nniversnl  beggary,  and  a  peren- 
nial military  mutiny — setting  Government  at  defiance  and 


••  Vol.  I.  of  this  work,  j>.  371.    Brooke's  Sidney,  16,  teqq. 
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plundering  the  people — there  was  one  faithful  comforter  who 
nerer  deserted  Belgica,  and  that  was  Rlietoric. 

Neither  the  magnificence  nor  the  pedantry  of  the  ppec- 
taclcs  by  which  the  entry  of  the  mild  and  ineflficieat 
Eroeat  into  Brussels  and  jVntwerp  was  now  solemnized  had ' 
ever  been  surpassed.  T)ie  to>vn  councils,  stimulated  by  hopes 
absolutely  without  foundation  as  to  great  results  to  follow  the 
advent  of  the  emperor's  brother,  had  voted  large  sums  and 
consumed  many  days  in  anxious  deliberation  upon  the  manner  ' 
in  which  they  should  be  expended  so  as  most  to  redound  to 
the  honour  of  Ernest  and  the  reputation  of  the  country. 

In  place  of  the  "bloody  tragedies  of  burning,  murdering*] 
and  ravishing,"  of  which  the  provinces  had  so  long  been  the' 
theatre,  it  was  resolved  that   "  Rhetoric's   sweet  comedies, 
amorous  jests,  and  iarces,"  should  gladden  all  eyes  and  hearts.* 
A  stately  procession  of  knights  and  burghers  in  historical  and 
mythological  costumes,  followed  by  ships,  drome<larie«,  ele-j 
phants,  whales,  giants,  dragons,  and  other  wonders  of  the 
and  shore,  escorted  the  archduke  into  the  city.     Every  streetj 
and  square  was  filled  with  triumphal  arches,  statues  and  pUt-' 
forms,  on  which  the  most  ingenious  and  thortmgldy  classical 
living  pictures  were  exhibited.    There  was  hardly  an  eminent 
deity  of  Olympus,  or  hero  of  ancient  history,  that  wai  not 
revived  and  made  visible  to  mortal  eyes  in  the  peno^rf 
Emestus  of  Austria. 

On  a  framework  fifty-five  feet  high  and  thirty-three 
in  breadth  he  was  represented  as  Apollo  hurling  his  darts  I 
an  enormous  Python,  under  one  of  whose  fore-paws  straggled 
an  unfortunate?  burgher,  while  the  other  clutched  a  whole 
city ;  Tellus,  meantime,  with  her  tower  on  her  head,  kneeing 
anxious  and  imploring  at  the  feet  of  her  deliverer.  On  soo 
ther  stage  Ernest  assumed  the  shape  of  Perseus;  Belgiea 
that  of  the  bound  aod  dcs|)airing  Andromeda.     On  a 


**  Dercriptio  et  Explirotio  pegmft- 
tanmi  et  t>pec-tucutoniiii  qxito  Bruxeilre 
exhibitM  fuere  tub  ingrt-st-um  Sere'"' 
pnncipis  Ernesti,  &c.  Urtixellai,  1593 
(S.  V.)      Uouwaert'a    Moral JKatlo  cp 


dc    Komst   vim    de 
mflchtigen  tm  teer  doarh  ^ 
Erncbto,  Arc.     Brneatd,  Iw  I 
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the  interior  of  Etna  was  revealed,  where  Vulcan  was  seen 
urging  bis  Cyclop*  to  forge  for  Ernest  their  most  tremendous 
thunderlx>lts  with  which  to  smite  the  foes  of  the  provinces, 
those  enemies  being  of  course  the  English  and  the  Hol- 
landers. Venus,  the  while,  timidly  presL'nted  an  arrow  to 
her  husband,  which  ho  was  requested  to  sharpen,  in  order 
that  when  the  wars  were  over  Cupid  therewith  might  pierce 
the  heart  of  some  beautiful  virgin,  whose  cliarms  should  re- 
ward Ernest — fortunately  for  the  female  world,  still  a  bache- 
lor—for his  victories  and  his  toils" 

The  walls  of  every  house  were  hung  with  classic  emblems 
and  inscribed  with  Latin  verses.  All  the  pedagogues  of  Brus- 
sels and  Antwerp  had  been  at  woik  for  mouths,  determined 
lo  amaze  the  world  with  their  dithyrambica  and  acrostics, 
and  they  had  outdone  tliems^jives. 

Moreover,  in  addition  tu  all  these  theatrical  spectacles  and 
pompous  processions — accompanied  as  they  were  by  blazing 
tar-barrels,  flying  dragons,  and  leagues  of  flaring  torches — 
John  Baptist,  who  had  been  director-in-chief  of  all  the  shows 
successively  arranged  to  welcome  Don  John  of  Austria,  Arch- 
duke Matthias,  Francis  of  Alengon,  and  even  William  of 
Orange,  into  the  capital,  had  prepared  a  feast  of  a  specially 
intellectual  character  for  the  new  governor-general. 

The  pedant,  according  to  his  own  account,  so  soon  as  the 
appi'oach  of  Ernest  had  been  announced,  fell  straightway 
into  a  trance.''*  Wiu'le  he  was  in  that  condition,  a  beautiful 
female  apparition  floated  before  his  eyes,  and,  on  being 
questioned,  announced  her  name  to  be  Moralization.  John 
Baptist  begged  her  to  inform  him  whether  it  were  true,  as 
had  been  stated,  that  Jupiter  had  just  sent  Mercury  to  the 
Netherlands.  The  phantom,  correcting  his  mistake,  observed 
that  the  king  of  gods  and  men  had  not  sent  Hennes  but  the 
Archduke  Erncstus,  beloved  of  the  three  Graces,  favourite  of 
the  nine  Muses,  and,  in  addition  to  these  advantages,  nephew 
and  brother-in-law  of  the  King  of  Spain,  to  the  relief  of  the 
sufTering  provinces.     The  Netherlands,  it  was  tme,  for  their 

*  Houwaert'c  Monllaatie,  Ac,  ubi  $up.  ^  Ibid. 
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reb'giouB  infidelity,  had  justly  incurred  great  disasters  aiul_ 
misery ;  but  benignant  Jove,  who,  to  the  imagination  of 
excited  Fleming,  seemed  to  have  been  converted  to  Catbfl 
licism  while  still  governing  the  universe,  had  now  sent  tlier 
iu  mercy  a  deliverer.    The  archduke  would  speedily  relies 
"  bleeding  Belgica  "  from  her  sufferings,  bind  up  her  wound 
and  annihilate  her  enemies.     The  spirit  further  informed  the' 
poet  that  the  forests  of  the  Low  Countries — so  long  infested 
by  brigands,  wood-beggars,  and  malefactors  of  all  kinds- 
would  thenceforth  swarm  with  "  uymphs»  rabbits,  hares, , 
animals  of  that  nature."  ^ 

A  vision  of  the  conquering  Ernest,  attended  by  "eight 
and-twenty  noble  and  pleasant  females,  marching  two 
two,  half  naked,  each  holding  a  torch  in  one  hand  and 
laurel-wreath  in  the  other,"  now  swept  before  the  dreamer*i 
eyes.*^  He  naturally  requested  the  *'  discreet  spirit "  to  men 
tion  the  names  of  this  bevy  of  imjxirfectly  attired  ladiec' 
thronging  so  lovingly  around  the  fortunate  archduke,  ood 
was  told  that  "they  were  the  eight-and-twenty  virtues  which 
chiejfly  characterized  his  serene  Highness."*  Prominent  in 
this  long  list,  and  they  were  all  faithfully  enumerated,  wen 
Philosophy,  Audacity,  Acrimony,  Virility,  Equity,  Piety,  Vek 
city,  and  Alacrity.^  The  two  lust-mentioned  qualities  could 
hardly  be  attributed  to  the  archduke  in  his  decrepit 
tion,  except  in  an  intensely  mythological  sense.  CertainlyJ 
they  would  have  been  highly  useful  virtues  to  him  at 
moment.     The  prince  who  had  just  taken  Gertruydoub 


**  In  pU«t«e  dAt  de  l»6Kben  plichtim  te  f IJne 

V«»l  knev4>lM:nt  en  roovers  in  AlleqtuntcreD 

800  warm  vj  wcdprom  len  kIvcd  leimUne 

Vol  Nyi])|)heD,  biiaeii.  0CMi^)n«n  en  gbeUKke 

Weren.'' 

IIcniTrocrt's  Moraliflitie,  &c. 
Ibid. 

"  Aibt  fn  twlntlg  <Hlel  Nymphwi  pUyunt 
SacL  iclj  vuor  den  prlnct?  bacr  TcrUwDca 

Twn  M>nieck  Ick,  0  Vrindinno,  wUl  mj 

nocJi  bed  ten 
De  iitirocn  VAD  die  njrmpbco  wolrtgehoDo. 

iMe  liii  voort,   by.  en  KhUu-  EnKvtum 

oi  w«ruin  dal  ay  hem  bebb«o  gecoovoT* 

MTtr 


ibefft 

Drom  de  Nymph*  liecA  1 
De   »gt   en    twiwrlg    "' 

vreT]gbd*n 

Tw*  en  iwM  fgxder  b«bbea  |ifiiMlili>g1 
Dat  rijn  dea  dourlugti^xa  mm  ^ta^^ 

dea.*  Ik. 

IbkL 

»  "En  id«w  deogfaUUdce  NyaplMa  dM  4» 
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and  was  then  besieging  Groningen,  was  Tnanifesting  bis  share 
of  audacit}'",  velocity,  and  other  good  gifts  on  even  a  wider 
platform  than  that  erected  for  Ei-nest  by  John  Biiptist 
Houwaerts ;  and  there  was  an  admirable  opportunity  for 
both  to  dovelope  their  respective  characteristics  for  the  workUs 
judgment. 

Meantime  the  impersonation  of  the  gentle  and  very  gouty 
invalid  as  Apollo,  as  Perseus,  as  the  feather-heeled  Mercury, 
was  highly  applauded  by  the  burghere  of  Brussels. 

And  so  the  dreamer  dreamed  on,  and  the  discreet  nymph 
continued  to  discourse,  until  John  Baptist,  starting  suddenly 
from  his  trance,  beheld  that  it  was  all  a  truth  and  no  vision. 
Ernest  was  really  about  to  enter  the  Netherlands,  atid  with 
him  the  millennium.  The  pedant  therefore  proceeded  to 
his  desk,  and  straightway  composed  the  very  worst  poem  that 
had  ever  been  written  in  any  language,  even  Flemish. 

There  were  thousands  of  lines  in  it,  and  not  a  line  without 
a  god  or  a  goddess. 

Mars,  Nemesis,  and  Ate,  Pluto,  Rhadamanthns,  and  Minos, 
the  Fates  and  the  Furies,  together  with  Charon,  Calurania, 
Bellona,  and  all  such  objectionable  divinities,  were  requested 
to  disappear  for  ever  from  the  Low  Countries ;  while  in  tlieir 
gtead  wei'e  confidently  invoked  Jupiter,  Apollo,  Triptolemus, 
and,  last  but  not  least,  EhetorieaJ' 

Enough  has  been  stiid  of  this  raree-show  to  weary  the 
reader's  patience,  but  not  more  than  enough  to  show  the  docile 
and  enervated  nature  of  this  jwilion  of  a  people  who  had  lost 
everything  for  which  men  cherish  their  fatherland,  but  who 
oonid  still  find  relief — after  thirty  years  of  horrible  civil  war 
— in  painted  pageantrj^  Latin  versification,  and  the  classical 
dictionary. 

Yet  there  wag  nothing  much  more  important  achieved  by 
the  archduke  in  the  brief  period  for  which  his  adminis- 
tration was  destined  to  endure.  Three  phenomena  chielly 
marked  his  reign,  but  his  own  part  in  the  three  was  rather 
a   passive  than  an  active   one — ^mutiny,   assassination,  and 

7*  Houwaert's  MonUlaatie,  &c 
VOL.   III.  V 
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negotiation — ihe  two  last  attempted  on  a  considerable  scab 
but  endiDg  abortively. 

It  is  impossible  to  exaggerate  the  misery  of  the  obedient 
proTinces  at  this  epoch.  The  insane  attempt  of  the  King  of 
Spain,  with  such  utterly  inadequate  machinery,  to  conquer 
the  world  has  been  sufficiently  dilated  upon.  The  Spanish 
and  Italian  and  Walloon  soldiers  were  starving  in  Brabant  and 
Flanders  in  order  that  Spanish  gold  might  be  poured  into  the 
bottomless  pit  of  the  Holy  League  in  France.^ 

The  mutiny  that  had  broken  forth  the  preceding  year  in 
Artois  and  Hainault  was  now  continued  on  a  vast  scale 
in  Brabant.    Never  had  thatiiational  institution — a  Spanish 

7>  It  is  instractiye  to  knovr  the  exact  snmB  of  money  regularly  expeaaded  fay 
the  King  of  Spain  each  month,  at  this  period,  in  Fzanoe  and  the  Neuieriand& 
In  Flanders  and  Friesland  was  an 

army  of  23,952  men,  costing  per  m<mth  $206,431 

TbearmyofFranoewasestimatedat  18,921  »  »  175,370 

Total       42,873 

Certain   individusds,   very  few   in 

number,  maintained  in  France  *  n  >•  42,960 

Besides  the  above,  all  supplied  from 

Spain,  there  were  mamtuined  by 

coutributions,  aids,  and  licenses 

in  the  provincea        ..  .;  0,715  „  „  38,239 

Expenfics  of  navy  ....  i,  if  104J58 

Total  per  month  €473,358 

Belacion  de  lo  que  monta  la  pago  do  los  excrcitos  que  BU  Mag*",  entrttiene 
en  FlundcB,  Brabante,  Frisia,  y  Francia,  1593.    (Arch,  de  Simancas  MS.) 

By  another  paper  it  appoon  that  at  this  time  there  were  serving  the  King  of 
Spain  in  France  and  the  Netherlands- 
German  in&mtry— Soldiers         14,994 

Officers         1,298 

16.292 

Italian  infantry— Soldiers  3,897 

Officers  423 

3320 
(Arch,  de  Simancas,  Anno  1591,  MS.) 

•  Tliesc  favouiwi  poreunages  were— 

]  hike  uf  Maycnne        per  montb,  $12,000 

lUikc  of  Quite „  6,000 

Balagny „  7;200 

l>uki-of  Aumale          .  1^00 

M.  deRosne „  1,800 

M.  dp  St.  Pol  and  hl8  cavalry           ..        ..  „  WW 

Certain  genilcaaon  la  Pfcudy          . .        . .  „  2.400 

Governor  of  La  Fere »  1,300 

$42,360 
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mutiny — been  more  thoroughly  organized,  more  completely 
carried  out  in  all  its  details.  All  that  was  left  of  the  famous 
Spanish  discipline  and  military  science  in  this  tlieir  period  of 
rapid  decay,  seemed  monopolized  by  the  mutineers.  Some 
two  thousand  choice  trrM>ps  (horse  and  foot),  Italians  and 
Spanish,  took  possession  of  two  considerable  cities,  Sichem 
and  Arschot^  and  ultiiQately  concentrated  themselves  at 
Sichem,  which  they  thoroughly  fortiJied.  ITaving  chosen 
their  Eletto  and  other  officers  they  proceeded  regularly 
to  business.  To  tho  rallying  point  came  disaffected  troops  of 
all  nations  from  far  and  near.  Never  since  the  beginning 
of  the  great  war  had  there  been  bo  extensive  a  military 
rebellion,  nor  one  in  which  so  many  veteran  officers,  colonels, 
captains,  and  subalterns  took  part.  Tho  army  of  I'liilip  had 
at  last  grown  more  dangerous  to  himself  than  to  the  Hol- 
landers. 

The  council  at  Brussels  deliberated  anxiously  upon  the 
course  to  be  pursued,  and  it  was  decided  at  last  to  negotiate 
with  instead  of  attacldng  them.  But  it  was  soon  found  that 
the  mutineers  were  as  hard  to  deal  with  as  were  the  repub- 
licans on  the  other  side  the  border.  They  refused  to  hear  of 
anything  short  of  complete  payment  of  the  enormous  arrears 
due  to  them,  with  thorough  guarantees  and  hostages  that  any 
agreement  made  between  themselves  and  the  archduke 
should  be  pimctually  carried  out.  Meanwhile  they  ravaged 
tlie  country  far  and  near,  and  levied  their  contriljutions  on 
towns  and  villages,  up  to  tho  very  wails  of  Brussels,  and 
before  the  very  eyes  of  the  viceroy. 

Moreover  they  entered  into  negotiation  with  Prince  Maurice 
of  Nassau,  not  offering  to  enlist  under  his  Hag,  but  asking  for 
protection  against  the  Icing  in  exchange  for  a  pledge  mean- 
while not  to  serve  his  cause.  At  last  the  archduke  plucked 
up  a  heart  and  sent  some  troops  against  the  rebeL?,  who  had 
constructed  two  forts  on  the  river  Demer  near  the  city  of 
Sichem.  In  vain  Velasco,  commander  of  the  expedition, 
endeavoured  to  cut  off  the  supplies  for  theso  redoubts.  The 
vigour  and  audacity  of  the  rebel  cavalry  made  the  process 
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impaesfc^e.  Tclkseo  thai  attempted  to  atmn  the  lesser 
stPxiziFi-id  of  tbe  tv^  bet  vis  lepulsed  with  the  loss  of  tvo 
hnik^ipgd  kilkd.  Amiims  these  weie  manv  offioen,  one  of 
vhom,  Car^azEL  Forto  Curao.  mas  a  near  rdatiTe  of  FnenteB. 
After  a  sie^,  Yclajoo^  vho  mas  a  marahal  of  the  camp  of 
coDSKXeiable  distinetioii.  soeceeded  in  driTing  the  mntineen 
oot  of  the  f>xt5 ;  vho,  findiii^  their  position  thos  weakened, 
renewed  Vkdi  negoiiatioiis  with  Maorice.  They  at  last 
obtained  [:«rzniisaic4i  &vm  the  |Hinee  to  remain  and»  the 
pxotectioa  of  Gertnijdaibeig  and  Breda  nntil  they  could 
aeceftain  what  decisioii  the  arciidake  woold  take.  More  they 
did  not  ask  of  Manzicey  nor  did  he  require  more  of  them. 

The  matinT,  thus  desciibed  in  a  few  lines,  had  occupied 
nearly  a  year,  and  had  done  much  to  paralyie  for  that  period 
Dcecaiicr,   all  the  royal  operations  in  the  Netherlands     In 

l5!i^*.  December  the  lebellioiis  troops  marched  out  of 
Sichem  in  perfect  order,  and  came  to  Langstraet  within  the 
territory  of  the  republic.^ 

The  arcLdnke  now  finding  himself  fairly  obliged  to  treat 
with  them  sent  an  offer  of  the  same  terms  which  had  beai 
proposed  to  motineers  on  previoos  occasions.  At  first  they 
flatly  refused  to  negotiate  at  all,  but  at  last,  with  the  permission 
of  Maurice,  who  conducted  himself  throughout  with  scrupulous 
delicacy  and  made  no  attempts  to  induce  them  to  Tiolate 
their  allegiance  to  the  king,  they  received  Count  Belgioeo^ 
the  enyoy  of  the  archduke.  They  held  out  for  payment  of 
all  their  arrears  up  to  the  last  farthing,  and  insisted  on  a 
hostage  of  rank  until  the  debt  should  be  discharged.  Full 
forgivement  of  their  rebellious  proceedings  was  added  as  a 
matter  of  course.  Their  terms  were  accepted,  and  Francisco 
Padiglia  was  assigned  as  a  hostage.  They  then  established 
themselves,  according  to  agreement,  at  Tirlemont,  which  they 
were  allowed  to  fortily  at  the  expense  of  the  province  and  to 
hold  until  the  money  for  their  back  wages  could  be  scraj>ed 
together.     Meantime  they  received  daily  wages  and  rations 

"  BentivogUo.  P.  UI.  Ub.  i.  399,  400.  Meteren,  340,  341.  Coloma,  riL  150", 
aeqq. 
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from  the  Government  at  Brussels,  including  thirty  stivers  a 
day  for  each  horseman,  tliirteen  crowns  a  day  for  tlie  Eletto, 
and  ten  crowns  a  day  for  each  connsollor,  making  in  all  live 
-  hundred  crowns  a  day.  And  hero  they  remained,  living 
P  exceedingly  at  their  ease  and  enjoying  a  life  of  leisure  for 
eighteen  months,  and  until  long  after  the  death  of  the  arch- 
duke, for  it  was  not  until  the  administration  of  Cardinal 
Albert  that  the  funds,  amounting  to  three  hundred  and  sixty 
thousand  crowns,  could  be  collected."'* 

These  were  the  chief  military   exploits  of  the  podagric 
Pei-seus  in  behalf  of  the  Flemish  Andromeda. 

A  very  daring  adventure  was  however  proposed  to  the 
archduke.  Philip  calmly  suggested  that  an  expedition  should 
be  rapidly  fitted  out  Ui  Dunkirk,  which  should  cross  the 
channel,  ascend  the  Thames  as  far  as  Rochester,  and  bum 
the  English  fleet.  "  I  am  informed  by  persons  well  acquainted 
with  the  English  coasts"  said  the  Idag,  **  that  it  would  be  an 
easy  matter  for  a  few  quick-sailing  vessels  to  accomplish  tliis. 
Two  or  tlu'ee  thousand  soldiers  might  bo  landed  at  Rochester 
who  might  bum  or  sirdc  all  the  unarmed  vessels  they  could 
find  there,  and  the  ex]K'dition  could  return  and  sail  off  again, 
before  the  people  of  the  country  could  collect  in  sufficient 
numbers  to  do  them  any  damage,"  The  archduke  was 
iDstructed  to  consult  with  Fueutes  and  Ybarra  as  to  whether 
this  little  matter,  thus  parenthetically  indicated,  could  be 
accomplished  without  too  much  risk  and  trouble."'* 
1  Certainly  it  would  seem  as  if  the  king  believed  m  the 
aadacity,  virility,  velocity,  alacrity,  and  the  rest  of  the  twenty- 
eight  virtues  of  his  governor-general,  even  more  seriously 
than  did  John  Baptist  Houwacrts.  The  unfortunate  archduke 
vrould  have  needed  to  be,  in  all  earnestness,  a  mytliological 
demig(xl  to  do  the  work  required  of  him.  With  the  best 
part  of  his  army  formally  maintained  by  him  in  recognised 
mutiny,  with  the  great  cities  of  the  Netherlands  yielding 
themselves  to  the  republic  with  hardly  an  attempt  on  the 


'•  BenUvoglio,  et  al.,  uhi  »up. 

7*  PlJlip  to  EniMt,  19  Feb.  16&4.    (Arch,  de  SimttncM  MS.) 


294 


THE  TJNITED  NETHERLANDS. 


Chap.  XXX. 


part  of  the  royal  forces  to  relieve  them,  and  witli  the  countiy 
which  he  was  supposed  to  goyern,  the  very  centre  of  the 
obedient  provinces,  ruined,  sacked,  eaten  up  by  the  soldiers 
of  Spain  ;  villages,  farmhouses,  gentlemeu's  castles,  churches 
plundered;  the  male  population  exposed  to  daily  butchery, 
and  the  women  to  outrages  worse  than  death ;  '*  it  seemed 
like  the  bitterest  irony  to  propose  that  he  should  seize  that 
moment  to  outwit  the  English  and  Dutch  sea-kings  who  were 
perpetually  cruising  in  the  channel,  and  to  undertake  a 
"beard-singeing"  expedition  such  as  even  the  dare-devil 
Drake  would  hai-dly  have  attcmptetl. 

Such  madcap  exj>eriment3  might  perhaps  one  day,  in  the 
distant  future,  be  tried  with  reasonable  success,  but  liardly 
at  the  beck  of  a  Spanish  king  sitting  in  liis  easy  cliair  a 
thousand  miles  ofif,  nor  indeed  by  the  servants  of  any  king 
whatever. 

The  plots  of  murder  arranged  in  Brussels  daring  this 
administmtion  were  on  a  far  more  extensive  scale  than  were 
the  military  plans. 

The  Count  of  Fuentes,  general  superintendant  of  foreign 
aflaii-s,  was  esi^ecially  charged  with  the  dejiartment  of  anah 
nation.  This  oflfice  was  no  sinecure;  for  it  involved  much 
corresi>otidence,  and  required  great  personal  attention  to 
minute  details.  Pitillp,  a  consummate  artist  in  this  branch 
of  industry,  had  laid  out  a  good  deal  of  such  work  which 
he  thought  could  best  bo  carried  out  in  and  from  the  Nether- 
lands.    Especially  it  was  desirable  to  take  ofif,  by  poiaon  or 

'•  8udi  pictures  are  painted  not 
only  by  republican  oantompomriea, 
but  by  the  govoruora  and  gnuidooB 
of  the  obedient  provinces.  •'  Onmo 
va  lu-niiiiado,"  wrote  the  royal  goxer- 
nor  of  Ilainnult,  Priiire  Cljixnay,  to 
the  king,  "ojmido,  flaqoctulo,  saqne- 
aran  hid  aMciUs  caaas  de  gentiles 
hnmbretj  v  if^losiiw.  so  matiin  los  bom- 
briB,  m  desvirgen  losmoxas  y  mn^eros 
y  otros  uiil  luuMades  que  se  cometcn 
cjidft  diu  R  mi  jiC8ur  y  aiu  que  dc  cllus 
He  La  liecho  n}j*una  justicia  aunque 
mo  soy  quujudo  y  lumentado  wuchua 
reeca.^'— Cfiiniuy  to  Pbilip,  17  March, 


1504.    (Arei.  de  Simancna  MS^ 

"  Aflto  gettingag;ooi!  ••— i  ■•'  —finpy 
out  of  the  iiroviuccB  I  ilo 

noeB  and  persTUUHun,  ac-  y^m 

Majesty'^  ragBostioo,'  wtuic  iii*.«  »rcii- 
duko,  "yoarlliyesty  must  W->  utidt^ 
ccived.     Notbini:      "    '  t  fhun  th^ 

provinces*  bccftu-  [vtLrituauy 

thereof  is  consiii;  •  ■•  ■  fur^ 

tunes  are  do0tro\  c «« 

in  tiucli  a  brittle  < 
whfltcTCir  coa  be 
regiotiB." — Instni' 
Ernesto  djo  tJ  B-^"  :>itii  Ui 
12  April,  15'J4.     ^IbiAj 
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otherwise,  Henry  IV.,  Queon  Elizabeth,  Maurice  of  Nassau, 
Olden-Barneyeld,  St.  Aldegonde,  and  other  less  conspicuous 
personag^es. 

Henry's  physician-in-chief,  He  la  Riviere,  was  at  that  time 
inainly  occupied  with  devising  antidotes  to  poison,  which  he 
well  knew  was  offered  to  his  master  on  frequent  oceasions, 
and  in  the  most  insidious  ways.  Andrada,  the  femous 
Portuguese  poisoner,  amongst  others  is  said,  under  direc- 
tion of  Fucntes  and  Ybarra,  to  have  attemptetl  his  h'fe  by  a 
noeegay  of  roses  impregnated  with  so  subtle  a  powder  that 
its  smell  alone  was  relied  upon  to  cause  death,^  and  De  la 
Kiviere  was  doing  hk  best  to  search  for  a  famous  Saxon  drug, 
called  fable-powder,  as  a  counter-poison.  "  The  Turk  alarms 
us,  and  well  he  may,"  said  a  diplomatic  agent  of  Henry,  "  but 
the  Spaniard  allows  us  not  to  tliink  of  the  Turk.*  And  what 
a  strange  manner  is  this  to  exercise  ones  enmities  and 
vengeance  by  having  recourso  to  such  damnable  artiiices, 
after  force  and  arms  have  not  succeeded,  and  i^o  attack  the 
person  of  princes  by  poisonings  and  assassinations.'* "" 

A  most  elaborate  attempt  uix>n  the  life  of  Queen  Elizabeth 
early  in  this  year  came  near  being  successful,  A  certain 
Portuguese  Jew,  Dr.  Lopez,  had  for  some  time  been  her 
physician-in-ordinur)'.  Ho  had  first  been  received  into 
her  service  on  the  recommendation  of  Don  Antonio,  tho 
pretender,  and  had  the  reputation  of  great  learning  and  skill. 
With  tliis  man  Co\mt  Fuentes  and  Stephen  Ybarra,  chief  of 
the  financial  department  at  Brussels,  had  a  secret  understand- 
ing. Their  chief  agent  was  Emanuel  Andrada,  who  wtis  also 
in  close  comrauuication  with  Bernardino  do  Mendoza  and 
other  leading  personages  of  the  Spanish  court.  Two  years 
previously,  Dulip,  by  the  hands  of  Andrada,  had  sent  a  very 
valuable  ring  of  rubies  and  diamonds  as  a  present  to  Lopez, 
and  the  doctor  had  bound  himself  t^j  do  any  service  for  the 
King  of  Spain  that  might  bo  required  of  him.  Andnula 
accordingly  wTote  to  Memloza  that  bo  Iiad  gained  over  this 
eminent  pliysician,  but  that  as  Lopez  was  poor  and  laden  with 
^  Moteren,  xvi  834.  '"  Bongar's  Lettrea,  p.  271. 
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debt,  a  high  price  would  be  required  for  his  work.  Herenpan 
Fuentes  received  orders  from  the  King  of  Spaiq  to  give  the 
Jew  all  that  he  could  in  reason  demand,  if  he  would  undertake 
to  poison  the  qneen.^ 

It  now  became  neoeflsaiy  to  handle  the  matter  with  great 
delicacy,  and  Fuentee  and  Ybarra  entered  accordingly  iuto  t 
correspondence,  not  with  Lopez,  but  with  a  certain  Ferrara  de 
Gama.  These  letters  were  entrusted  to  one  Emanuel  Lewis 
de  Tinoco,  secretly  informed  of  the  plot,  for  delivery  to 
Fenaia.  Fuentes  charged  Tinoco  to  cause  Ferrara  to  en- 1 
courage  Lopez  to  poison  her  Majesty  of  England,  that  tliey  , 
might  all  have  *'a  merry  Easter."**  Loj>ez  was  likewise 
requested  to  inform  the  King  of  Spain  when  he  thought  bo 
could  accomplish  the  task.  The  doctor  ultimately  agreetl  to 
do  the  deecTfor  fifty  thousand  crowns,  but  as  he  had  dangfatrts 
and  was  an  affectionate  parent,  he  stipulated  for  a  handsome 
provision  in  marriage  for  thoee  young  ladies.*"  The  terms 
were  accepted,  but  Lopez  wished  to  be  assured  of  the  money 
first, 

**  Having  once  undertaken  the  work,"  said  Lord  Bui^hley, 
if  he  it  were,  "  he  was  so  greedy  to  perform  it  that  he  would  1 
ask  Ferrara  every  day,  *  \VTien  will  the  money  come  ?     I  am  | 
ready  to  do  the  service   if  the  answer  were  come  out 
Spain.'"*" 

But  Pliilip,  as  has  been  often  seen,  was  on  prin^:i()Ie  aveml 
to  paying  for  work  before  it  had  been  done.  Some  delay 
occurring,  and  the  secret,  thus  confided  to  so  many,  having 
floated  as  it  were  imperceptibly  into  tlie  air,  Tinoco  waf 
arrested  on  suspicion  before  he  had  been  able  to  deliver  the 
letters  of  Fuentes  and  Ybarra  to  Ferrara,  for  Ferrara,  too,  had 
been  imprisoned  before  tJie  arrival  of  Tinoco.  The  whole 
corresixiiideuce  was  discovered,  and  both  Ferrara  and  Tinoco 
confessed  the  plot,     Lopez,  when  fii"st  arrested,  denied  his 

'•  Aoconnt  of  Dr.  Lopez's  trvasou — 
doabtlen  by  IiC»ril  Burglik-y-  in  Mnr- 
din's  State   Papers,  ii.  669-675.     Me- 


teren,  xvi.  334.  -c^^.  Reyd,  ii.  247,  248. 

•"  Acootint  of  Dr, 
Ac. 


«  •♦  And  further  to  wt  him  on,  b« 
irae  to  bo  put  in  mind  titsU 
d  It  ugh  ten  to  marrv«  for  whom  i 
would  provide,  uia  wh«t  groftt  1 
Lopca'a  treaaon,  '  and  rewards  he  ahould  ItaTe.'* 
I      «  Ibid. 
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gtiilt  very  stoutly,  but,  being  confronted  with  Ferrara,  who 
told  the  whole  story  to  hl^  face  in  presence  of  the  judges,  he 
at  last  avowed  the  crime.*' 

They  were  all  eundeniDed,  executed,  and  quartered  at 
London  in  the  spring  of  1594.  The  queen  wished  to  send  a 
special  envoy  to  the  an-hduke  at  Brussels,  to  complain  that 
SeiTetary  of  State  Criritovul  de  I^Ioui-a,  Count  Fuentes,  and 
Finance  Minister  Ybarru — all  three  then  immediately  about 
his  person — were  thus  implicated  m  the  plot  a;]^ainst  her  Hfe, 
to  demand  their  punishment,  or  eW,  in  case  of  refusal,  to 
convict  the  king  and  the  archduke  as  accomplices  in  the 
crime,**  Safe  conduct  was  requested  for  such  an  envoy, 
vrhich  was  refused  by  Ernest  as  an  insulting  projiosition  both 
to  his  uncle  and  himself.  The  queen  accordingly  sent  word 
to  President  Kichaitlot  by  one  of  her  council,  that  the  whole 
story  would  bo  published,  and  this  was  accordingly  dttne."" 

Early  in  the  spring  of  this  same  year,  a  cert^iiii  Itf^uichou, 
priest  and  schoolmaster  of  Namur,  was  sumniouf^d  from  his 
school  to  a  private  interview  with  Count  Bcrlayraont.  That 
nobleman  very  secretly  informed  the  priest  that  the  King  of 
Spain  wished  to  make  use  of  him  in  an  affair  of  great  impor- 
tance, and  one  which  would  be  very  profitable  to  himself. 
The   pair  then  went   together    to   Brusscds,  and    proceeded 

reign  a  princess  as  ever  tho  world  cUJ 
enjoy,  we  are  loath,  in  reverend  regard 
of  the  uftme  and  title  of  royul  and 
supreme  dignity,  to  have  him  named, 
olhenoUe  than  catkfKd  ba  avoided  in  Oia 
iivipU  narration  of  tlui  caute,  and  in- 
dcoil,  if  I  miiy  utter  my  concijFt,  a 
griuiter  iudiguity  nor  branch  it/  hmour 
newr  ums  tjictii  lu  that  high  ihtjree, 
riolatudhtj  fht  hands  of  him  who  shmdd 
chitjhj  gudiiin  that  ciiuing.  I  lenvc  him 
to  the  judgment  of  God,  King  of  kings, 
why  t»ikcth  account  of  their  duliigit, 
,  .  .  What  muy  be  tliought  of  them 
who  uao  BO  high,  so  holy,  ao  reverent 
«  tiling  tthf."  proft'ei?iun  of  religion)  to 
I'loke  nnibition,  revenge,  and  wicked 
practices?  Truly  the  iige  wherein  we 
lire  bom  shall  endure  hereufler  note  of 


*•  Aocoant  of  Dr,  Lopez's  treuson. 
H/eteren,  Rcyd,  vhi  tup,     "  Reyd,  2-18, 

^  Ibid.  "  But  because  by  fame  and 
hearsay,'  says  the  writer  of  the  account, 
no  doubt  Lord  Burghlcy,  "  things  take 
not  always  a  true  report,  and  1  know 
the  qoidity  of  those  treaiiOQS  arc  of  the 
mri  (SO  heitKius  as  all  sorts  of  men  de- 
sire to  be  truly  informed  of  the  Rame, 
I  have  set  down  u  plain  und  ithort  de- 
rlamtion  of  tho  treason  of  this  perju  red 
murihering  traitor,  without  alleging 

Eroors,  which  muy  be  done  hereafter  at 
irgts   ....   and  also  tlint  tho  pnic- 
tioM  were  set  at  work,  as  munit'ently 

l^n"     "'    '    '.•••!■••■        I    .  .        »•     I, y  hill, 

w  I  ling  or 

of  .         '    ,      .  ,  ildleu.st 

of  all  utiiers  lmv»  cutiituntiH^l  to  mt  uu- 

princely  an  act.     Yet  it  is  a  strange  ;  re])roneh  for  this  kind  of  impiety  and 

tlung  to  consider,  that  in  ao  evident  j  prolanation,"      Most   truly,   O   Ivord 

A  matter,  touching  (u  virtuous  and  sove-  [  High  Treaeorer  I 
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stni^my  to  the  pdiaoe.  They  were  secrecy  admitted  to 
the  sfttztments  of  the  archduke,  hat  the  priest^  meaning  to 
feUov  Lis  condoctor  into  the  priyate  chamher,  where  he 
piet€i>ded  to  recogniie  the  person  of  Ernest,  was  refused 
ftdmittanee.  The  door  was,  however,  not  entirely  closed, 
and  be  heaxd.  as  he  declared,  the  conversation  between  his 
Highness  and  Berlaymont,  which  was  carried  on  partly  in 
Ladn  and  putly  in  Spanish.  He  heard  them  discussing  the 
qnestioQ — s>  he  stated— of  the  recompense  to  be  awarded 
for  the  business  about  to  be  undertaken,  and  after  a  brief 
CQiiTersfttion,  distinctly  understood  the  archduke  to  say,  as 
the  count  was  approaching  the  door,  '*I  will  satisfy  him 
abundantly  and  with  interest'*'* 

Beriaymont  then  invited  his  clerical  guest  to  supper — so 
nn  his  statement — and,  after  that  repast  was  finished,  in- 
fonned  him  that  he  was  requested  by  the  archduke  to  kill 
Prince  Maurice  of  Nassau.  For  this  piece  of  work  he  was  to 
receive  one  bundled  Philip-dollars  in  hand,  and  fifteen 
thoosand  more,  which  were  lying  ready  for  him,  so  soon  as 
the  deed  should  be  done. 

The  schix^master  at  first  objected  to  the  enterprise,  but 
ultimately  yielded  to  the  persuasions  of  the  count  He  was 
iufomied  that  Maurice  was  a  friendly,  fEtmiliar  gentleman, 
auvi  that  there  would  be  opportunities  enougli  for  carrying 
out  the  prv»jeot  if  he  took  his  time.  He  was  to  buy  a  good 
pair  of  pistols  and  remove  to  the  Hague,  where  he  was  to  set 
up  a  s^^hvv^l.  and  wait  for  the  arrival  of  his  accomplices,  of 
whom  there  were  six.  Beriaymont  then  caused  to  be  sum- 
moned and  intrvKluced  to  the  pedagogue  a  man  whom  he 
descrilx»d  as  one  of  the  six.  The  new  comer,  hearing  that 
Keiiiohou  liiul  agreed  to  the  propositions  made  to  him, 
htuUnl  liim  i.\>rvlially  as  comrade  and  promised  to  follow  him 
very  s*.x>n  into  Hollanii  Berlavmont  then  observed  that 
there  wert*  several  personages  to  be  made  away  with,  besides 
Prince  3Iaurice — es|ieciaUy  Bameveld  and  St,  Aldegonde — 

«  Bor.  in.  Sl-x  SIT.  K^yd,  ix.  223-22a  Meteren,  xvi.  335.  "Cumulate 
ol  laigo  fcK'uoro  satisfociam." 
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and  that  the  six  assassins  had,  siace  tlie  time  of  the  Duke  of 
Parma,  been  kept  in  the  pay  of  the  King  of  Spain  as  nobleg, 
to  he  employed  as  occasion  should  serve. 

His  new  comrade  accompanied  Eenichon  to  the  canal  boat, 

onvertiing  by  the  way,  and  informed  him  that  they  were 

'bc»lh  to  be  sent  to  Leydon  in  order  to  entice  away  and  murder 

the  young  brother  of  JMaurice,  Frederic  Henry,  then  at  school 

at  that  place^  even  as  Philip  VViUiam,  eldest  of  all  tlie  bro- 

Ihers,  had  been  kidnapped  five-and-twenty  years  before  from 

be  same  town. 

Benichon  then  disguised  himself  as  a  soldier,  proceeded 
1  Antwerp,  where  he  called  himself  Michael  de  Triricre,  and 
lience  made  his  way  to  Breda,  provided  with  letters  from 
rlaymont.  He  was,  however,  arrested  on  suspicion  not 
long  after  his  arrival  there,  and  upon  trial  the  whole  plot 
yns  discovered.  Having  unsuccessfully  attempted  to  hang 
himself,  he  subsequently,  witliout  torture,  made  a  full  and 
minute  confession,  and  was  executed  on  the  3rd  June, 
1594." 

Later  in  the  year,  one  Pierre  du  Four,  who  had  been  a 
[>ldier  both  in  the  States  and  the  French  service,  was  en- 


"^  Bar,  Hcyd,  Meteren,  nU  «*p.  "  I 
BTo  boen,  wiUi  otlit- rs  of  the  council 
'  utaXe,  twice  or  tlu-ico  at  tho  exanii- 
ation  of  tlie  prisoner.  He  dccliu-ttii  liia 
Dming  Ut  have  b«:cn  aVniat  an  altt-uipt 
L»t  Brc-da  (wLicli  La  taken  to  bu 
tm^itle  and  culoiih?d  thiBg),  and 
I  to  aec  if  bo  crrnld  kill  the  Count 
)  —  tliat  Berlaymoat  waa  tlie 
Dover  and  Emcshis  privy  to  all,  but 
\  Uie  truth  of  tbr-  pnictiee  and  cir- 
locH  lieopc-neth  not  flatly,  which 

I  drawn  from  him  ere  ho  be  loft. 

rnrofeatdun  lie  is  a  priest  and  bom 

Namur.  having  named  six  others 

nplored  about  the  aamo  misr^hief,  bat 

fr  Ilow  is  subtle  and  n^udy  in  his 

urdfc  Ut  colour  and  answer  anything, 

>  that  all  is  Dot  to  be  crfcdit*.*d  tliot 

Dmtth  from  liifu."— (iilpin  to  Burg'h- 

y.  2  April.  i:.!»4.    (8.  P.  Ollk'o  M8,) 

The   coiumistfioacr   alluded  to  tho 

',  Mnswcr  of  tho  8tntca>6c- 

to  the  propoiwd  nego- 


tiationfl  for  peace,  in  whi«?h  these  mur- 
dfruiia  atk-inptd  of  the  Spuniali  king 
and  bia  reprtsfciiitutiTeB  wero  to  bo 
burk-d  in  lii:*  face  with  terrible  em- 
pluisiH,  and  ii\v>lio  of  them  with  the  iu- 
dij^iiition  uf  an  houe«t  Eiigliahman: — 
"  Tho  Stntea-Getieral,  not  doubting 
but  thftt  tho  diacovery  of  the  said  uiur- 
drr.  wbuu  it  aliull  be  natflo  kuown  and 
publitibcd  {whertby  it  may  npfKJur  to 
tbt>  world  what  a  most  barbarous  and 
abominable  cour«o  the  King  of  8paiu 
and  hia  do  hold  by  practices  agftinat 
the  persona  of  kings  and  prineea),  ♦ill 
not  only  strengthen  uud  oonfirm  the 
people  iiere  in  their  resulution  to  con- 
tinue their  defence  and  Mars,  but  mjike 
all  other  potintatca  and  rountriea  dis- 
like and  detest  HUch  biftthcnitili  aud 
wicked  attemptfl  and  proceediuga  to 
thf  perpetual  dislionour,  reproach,  and 
infamy  of  tho  authors  aud  dealer*,'* 
—Ibid. 
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gaged  by  General  La  Motte  and  Counsellor  Assonleville  to 
attempt  the  assassination  of  Prince  Maurice.*  La  Motte  took 
the  man  to  the  palace,  and  pretended  at  least  to  introduce 
him  to  the  chamber  of  the  archduke,  who  was  said  to  be 
lying  ill  in  bed.  Du  Four  was  advised  to  enrol  himself  in 
tiie  body-guard  at  the  Hague,  and  to  seek  an  opportunity 
when  the  prince  went  hunting,  or  was  mounting  his  horse,  or 
was  coming  from  church,  or  at  some  such  unguarded  moment, 
to  take  a  shot  at  him.  **  Will  you  do  what  I  ask,"  demanded 
from  the  bed  the  voice  of  him  who  was  said  to  be  Ernest, 
"will  you  kill  this  tyrant?"  "I  will,"  replied  the  soldier. 
**  Then  my  son,"  was  the  parting  benediction  of  the  supposed 
archduke,  "you  will  go  straight  to  paradise."" 

Afterwards  he  received  good  advice  from  Assonleville,  and 
was  assured  that  if  he  would  come  and  hear  a  mass  in  the 
royal  chapel  next  morning,  that  religious  ceremony  would 
make  him  invisible  when  he  should  make  his  attempt  on  the 
life  of  Maurice,  and  whUe  he  should  be  effecting  his  escape." 
The  poor  wretch  accordingly  came  next  morning  to  chapel, 
where  this  miraculous  mass  was  duly  performed,  and  he  then 
received  a  certain  portion  of  his  promised  reward  in  ready 
money.  He  was  also  especially  charged,  in  case  he  should 
be  arrested,  not  to  make  a  confession — as  had  been  done  by 
those  previously  employed  in  such  work — as  all  complicity 
with  him  on  part  of  his  employers  would  certainly  be 
denied.  ^^ 

The   miserable   dupe   was  arrested,  convicted,  executed; 
17  Nov.     and  of  course  the  denial  was  duly  made  on  the 

^'^^*-  part  of  the  archduke.  La  Motte,  and  Assonleville. 
It  was  also  announced,  on  behalf  of  Ernest,  that  some  one 
else,  fraudulently  impersonating  his  Highness,  had  lain  in  the 
bed  to  which  the  culprit  had  been  taken,  and  every  one  must 
hope  that  the  statement  was  a  true  one.** 

Enough  has  been  given  to  show  the  peculiar  school  of 

«»  Metoren,  xvl  335.    Bor.  III.  882,  883.    Rcyd,  ix.  247. 
*•  Ibid.     '♦  Figliol  mio,  se  fareto  quelle  cbe  m'avcte  promeaso  d'amazzar  quol 
tyranno,  andaroto  diritto  in  Paradiso."      «»  Bor,  uhi  mp.      •»  Ibid.      •*  Ibid. 
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stateemanfihip  according  to  tbe  precepts  of  which  tho  internal 
concerns  and  foreign  affairs  of  the  obedient  Netherlands  were 
now  administered.  Poison  and  pistols  in  the  hands  of  obscure 
priests  and  deserters  were  relied  on  to  bring  about  great 
political  triumphs,  while  the  ID utinous  royal  armies,  entrenchetl 
and  defiant,  were  extorting  capitulations  from  their  own 
generals  and  their  own  sovereign  upon  his  own  soil. 

Such  a  record  as  this  seems  rather  like  the  exaggeration  of 
a  diseased  fancy,  seeking  to  pander  to  a  corrupt  ivublio  taste 
which  feeds  greedily  upon  horrors;  but,  unfortunately,  it  is 
derived  from  the  register  of  high  courts  of  justice,  from  diplo- 
matic corres|X)ndence,  and  from  the  confessions,  without  tor- 
ture or  hope  of  free  pardon,  of  criminal  a  For  a  crowned 
king  and  his  high  functionaries  and  generals  to  devote  so 
much  of  their  time,  their  energies,  and  their  money  to  the 
murder  of  brother  and  sister  sovereigns,  and  other  illustrious 
personages,  was  not  to  make  after  ages  in  love  with  the 
monarchic  and  aristocratic  system,  at  least  as  thus  admin- 
istered. Popular  governments  may  bo  delicicnt  in  polish, 
but  a  system  resting  for  its  chief  support  upon  bribery  and 
murder  cannot  be  considered  lovely  by  any  healthy  mind. 
And  this  is  one  of  the  lessons  to  be  derived  from  the  history 
of  Philip  II.  and  of  the  Holy  League. 

But  besides  mutiny  and  assassination  there  were  also  some 
feeble  attempts  at  negotiation  to  characterize  the  Emestiau 
epoch  at  Brussels.  The  subject  hardly  needs  more  than  a 
passing  allusion. 

Two  Flemish  juris-consults,  Otto  Hertius  and  Jerome 
Comans,  offered  their  services  to  the  archduke  in  the  peace- 
making department.  Ernest  accepted  the  proposition, 
— although  it  was  strongly  opposed  by  Fuentes,  who  relied 
upon  the  more  practical  agency  of  Dr.  Lopez,  Andrada, 
Rcnichon,  and  tho  rest — and  the  peace-makers  accordingly 
made  their  appearance  at  the  Hague,  under  safe  conduct,  and 
provided  with  very  conciliatory  letters  from  his  Highness  to 
the  States-General'^  In  all  ages  and  under  all  circumstances 
•»  BentiTogUo,  P.  III.  Ub.  i.  p.  3D0.    Bor,  m.  810-81X 
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it  is  safe  to  enlarge,  with  whatever  eloquence  may  be  at  com- 
maud,  upon  the  blt^ssiiigs  of  peace  and  upon  the  horrors  of  war; 
for  the  appeal  is  not  difficult  to  make,  and  a  response  is 
certain  in  almost  every  human  breast  But  it  is  another 
matter  to  descend  from  the  general  to  the  particular,  and  to 
demonstrate  how  the  desii'ablo  may  be  attained  and  the 
horrible  averted.  The  letters  of  Ernest  were  full  of  benignity 
an<l  atlection,  breatliing  a  most  ardent  dL^sire  that  the  miser- 
able war,  now  a  quarter  of  a  century  old,  should  be  then  and 
there  terminated.  But  not  one  atom  of  concession  was  offefwi^^ 
no  whisper  breathed  that  the  republic,  if  it  should  cbooas  al^| 
lay  down  its  victorious  arms,  and  renounce  its  dearly  gaiiiied 
independence,  sliould  share  any  different  fate  from  tliat  andex 
which  it  saw  the  obedient  provinces  gasping  before  its  eyefc 
To  renounce  religious  and  pohtical  liberty  and  self-govern- 
ment, and  to  submit  unconditionally  to  the  authority  of 
Phih'p  II.  as  administered  by  Ernest  and  Fuentes,  was  h^ly 
to  bo  expected  as  the  result  of  the  three  years*  campaigns  of 
Maurice  of  Nassim. 

The  two  doctors  of  law  laid  the  affectionate  common-pl 
of  the  archduke  before  the  States-General,  each  of  thera 
maUiog,  moreover,  a  long  and  flower)*  oration  in  which 
same  protestations  of  good  will  and  hoj^es  of  future 
fellowship  were  distended  to  formidable  dimensions  by  mi 
windy  rhetoric.   The  accusations  which  had  been  made 
the  Government  of  Brussels  of  complicity  in  certain  projects 
of  assassination  were  repelled  with  virtuous  indignation.*' 

The  answer  of  the  States-General  was  wrathfid  and  do- 

^  cided.*      They   informed  the   commissioners  that 

they  had  taken  up  arms  for  a  good  cause  and  tncant 

to  retain  them  in  their  hands.     They  expressed  their  tlmnks 

for  the  expressions  of  good  will  which  had  been  oflere<l,  but 

avowed  their  right  to  comj'lain  before  God  and  the  world  o( 

those  who  under  pretext  of  peace  were  attempting  to 

the  innocent  blood  of  Cliristians,  and  to  procure  the  ruin  and 

destruction  of  the  Netherlands.     To  this  end  the  state^-coimcil 

^  Bor,  lU.  810-812.  •<  Sdo  lUe  docazaeut  ia  fnU  in  Bor.  III.  813^5. 
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of  Spaitt  was  more  than  ever  devoted,  being  guilty  of  tlie 
most  cruel  and  infamous  proceedings   and  projects.     They 
threw  out  a  rapid  and  stinging  summary  of  their  wrongs ; 
and  denounced  with  6com  the  various  hollow  attempts  at 
DegotiutiuM  during  the  preceding  twenty-five  years.     Coming 
down  to  the  famous  years  1587  and  158S,  they  alluded  in 
vehement  terms  to  the  fraudulent  peace  propositions  which 
had   been  thrown  as  a   veil  over   the   Spanish   invasion   of 
Cngland  and  the  Armada ;  and  they  glanced  at  the  raedia- 
tion-projecte  of  the  emperor  in  1501  at  the  desii'e  of  Spain, 
while  armies  were  moving  in  force  from  Germany,  Italy,  and 
the  Netherlands  to  crush  the  King  of  Franco,  in  order  that 
Philip  might  establish  his  tynmny  over  all  kings,  princes, 
U^ovinces,  and  republics.    That  the  Spanish  Government  was 
~      etly  dealing  with  the  emperor  and  other  German  poten- 
tates for  the  extension  of  his  universal  empire  appeared  from 
intercepted  letters  of  the  king — copies  of  which  were  com- 
municated— from  which  it  was  sufliciently  plain  that  tho 
purpose  of  his  Majesty  was  not  to  bestow  peace  and  tranquillity 
upon  the  NetherJands.     The  names  of  Fuentes,  Clemente, 
Ybarra,  were  sufficient  hi  themselves  to  destroy  any  such 
illusion.     They  spoke  in  blent  terms  of  the  attempt  of  Dr. 
Lopez  to  poison  Queen  Elizabetli,  at  the  instigation  of  Count 
Fuentes,  for  til'ty  thonsaud  crowns  to  be  paid  by  the  King 
of  Spain :  they  charged  upon  the  same  Fuentes  and  upon 
Ybarra  that  they  had  employed  the  same  Audrada  to  murder 
the  liiug  of  France  with  a  nosegay  of  roses ;  and  they  alluded 
further  to  tlie  revelations  of  Michael  Eenichon,  who  was  to 
murder  Maurice  of  Nassau  and  kidnap  Frederic  William, 
even  as  their  father  and  brother  hod  been  already  murdered 
and  kidnapped." 

For  such  reasons  the  archduke  might  understa-nd  by  what 
persons  and  what  means  the  good  people  of  the  Netherlands 
were  deceived,  and  how  difficult  it  was  for  the  States  to  forget 
such  lessons,  or  to  imagine  anything  honest  in  the  present 
propositions. 

«  Bar,  lU.  813-815. 
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Tlio  States  declared  themselves,  on  the  contrary,  mare 
calltnl  upon  than  ever  before  to  be  upon  tho  watch  agamst 
the  stealthy  proceedings  of  the  Spanish  council  of  state — 
bearing  in  mind  the  late  execrable  attempts  at  assassination, 
and  the  open  war  which  was  still  carried  on  against  the  King 
of  France. 

And  aUhongh  it  was  said  that  his  Highness  was  displeased 
with  such  murderous  and  hostile  proceedings,  still  it  was 
necessary  for  the  States  to  beware  of  the  nefarious  projects  of 
the  King  of  Spain  and  his  council." 

After  the  conversion  of  Henry  IV.  to  the  Roman  Church 
27  May,    had  been  duly  accomplished  that  monarch  had  sent 

^^^*-  a  secret  envoy  to  Spain.  Tlie  mission  of  this  agent 
— De  Yarenno  by  name — excited  intense  anxiety  and  sus- 
picion in  England  and  Holland  and  among  the  Protestants  of 
Frauce  and  Germany.  It  was  believed  that  Henry  had  not 
only  made  a  proposition  of  a  separate  peace  with  Philip,  but 
that  ho  had  formally  but  mysteriously  demanded  the  hand  of 
the  Infanta  in  marriage.  Such  a  catastrophe  as  this  seemed 
to  tho  heated  imaginations  of  the  great  body  of  Calvinists 
throughout  Europe,  who  had  so  faithfully  supported  the  King 
of  Navarre  up  to  the  moment  of  his  great  apostasy,  the  most 
cruel  and  deadly  treachery  of  all.  That  the  princess  with 
the  many  suitors  should  come  to  reign  over  France  after  all 
— not  as  the  bride  of  her  own  father,  not  as  the  queen-consort 
of  Ernest  the  llabsburger  or  of  Guise  the  Lorrainer,  but  as 
the  lawful  wife  of  Henry  the  Huguenot — seemed  almost  too 
astounding  for  belief,  even  amid  the  chances  and^  changM  of 
that  astonishing  epoch.  Yet  Duplessis  Moniay  avowed  thai 
the  project  was  entertained,  and  that  he  had  it  from  the  rery 
lips  of  the  secret  envoy  who  was  to  negotiate  the  marriagvi 
*'  La  Varenne  is  on  his  way  to  Spain/'  wrote  Dupleesis  to  thd 


•7  Bor,  ni.  813-815.  The  an-hduke, 
aa  might  bt-  supposed,  was  not  jileiiaod 
with  tho  reply  of  the  States,  and 
characterised  it  aa  eo  arrogant  and 
outrageous  that  ho  would  not  Imvo 
allowed  hu  Majesty 'a  euj'a   to  be  of< 


fended  by  it  had  not  Ihe  StatM^  lik» 
insolent  people  aa  tliey  vrcio,  tilrmdj 
ciiused  it  to  br  printetl  and  pabliabcdl 
Emeat  to  Philip,  4  Sopt.  15di,  (Awli» 
de  fiimancM  BIS.) 
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Duke  of  Bouillon,  "in  f^oTOpaiiy  with  a  gentleman  of  Don 
Bernardino  cle  ilendoza,  who  brongbt  the  first  overtures,  lie 
18  to  bring  back  the  portrait  of  the  Infanta,  Tis  said  that  the 
marriage  is  to  be  on  condition  that  the  Queen  and  the  Nether- 
lands are  comprised  in  the  peace,  but  you  know  that  this 
cannot  be  satiafactorily  arranged  for  those  two  parties.  All 
this  was  once  guess-work,  but  is  now  history."  ** 

That  eminent  diplomatist  and  soldier  Mendoza  had  already 
on  his  return  from  France  given  the  King  of  Spain  to  under- 
fltand  that  there  were  no  hopes  of  his  obtaining  the  French 
crown  either  for  himself  or  for  his  daughter,  that  all  the  money 
lavished  on  the  chiefs  of  the  Loagiio  waa  thrown  away,  and  that 
all  their  promises  were  idle  wind.  Mendoza  in  consequence 
had  fallen  into  contempt  at  court,  but  Philip,  observing 
apparently  that  there  might  have  been  something  correct  in 
his  statements,  bad  recently  recalled  him,  and,  notwith- 
iding  his  bhndness  and  other  infirmities,  was  disposed  to 

ike  use  of  him  in  secret  negotiations,  Mendoza  had 
accordingly  sent  a  confi<lential  agent  to  Henry  IV.  oftering 
fais  good  offices,  now  that  the  king  had  returned  to  the  bosom 
of  the  Church, 

This  individual,  whose  name  was  Nufiez,  was  admitted  by 
I  De  Bethune  (afterwartls  the  famous  Duo  de  Sully)  to  the 
presence  of  the  king,  but  De  Bethune,  believing  it  probable 
that  the  Spaniard  had  been  sent  to  assassinate  Henry,  held 
l>oth  the  hands  of  the  emissary  during  the  whole  interview, 
besides  subjecting  him  to  a  strict  personal  visitation  before- 
liand.  Nnilez  stated  that  he  was  authorized  to  propose  io 
Lis  Slajesty  a  marriage  with  the  Infantti  Clara  Isabella,  and 
Henry,  much  to  the  discontent  of  De  Bethune,  listened  eagerly 
in  the  suggestion,  and  promised  to  send  a  secret  agent  to 
Spain  to  confer  on  the  subject  with  Mendoza. 

The  choice  he  made  of  La  Varonne,  whoso  real  name  was 
LrGuillaume  Fouquet,  for  this  mission  waa  still  more  offensive 

*•  Je  le  eaifl  de  U  boncbe  dn  por-  |  c'etait    alore   devination.  roaintenfint 
tvur  qui  no  le  mow dtguiaer (tarcc^que     bistoiro." — Mem.  et  Correep.  iv.  5t)3. 
[^  j«r  monatTHi  en  fitre  otlTerli, |  18  Sept.  1593. 

VOL.  ni.  X 
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to  De  Bethuue.    Fouquet  had  oriprinally  been  a  oook  in  the 
service  of  Ma<iame  Catherine,  and  was  famous  for  his  taUnt 
for  larilfn;^  poultry,  but   he  had  subsequently   entered  the 
household  of  Henry,  where  he  had  been  employed  in  the  inoit  ^ 
degrading  service  which  one  man  can  render  to  another,"       f 

On  his  appointment  to  this  office  of  secret  diplomacy  he 
assuTned  all  the  airs  of  an  ambas^cador,  while  Ht^nry  took 
great  pains  to  contradict  the  reports  which  were  s[»read  aa  to 
the  true  nature  of  this  mission  to  Spain."* 

Duplessis  was,  in  truth,  not  very  far  wrong  in  his  cony 
tures,  but,  as  might  be  supposed,  Henry  was  most  anxions  i 
conceal  these  secret  negotiations  with  his  Catholic  3lajesty 
from  the  Huguenot  chiefs  whom  he  had  so  recently  deserted. 
•*This  is  all  done  without  the   knowledge  of  the  Duke 
B«juillou,"  said  Calvaert,  *'  or  at  least  nnder  a  Tery  clow 
disguise,  as  he  himself  keenly  feels  and  confesaes  to  me."""  M 
The  envoy  of  the  republic,  as  well  as  the  leaders  of  the  Pro-  ■ 
testant  party  in  France,  were  resolved  if  possible  to  break  off 
these  dark  and  dangerous  intrigues,  the  natiirc  of  which  they 
80  shrewdly  suspected,  and  to  substitute  for  them  an  open 
rupture  of  Henry  with  the  King  of  Spain,  and  a  forraiil  decla- ' 
ration  of  war  against  him.     None  of  the   diplomatists  or 
political  personages  engaged  in  these  great  aflairs,  in  whklij 
the  whole  world  was  so  deeply  interested,  manifested  nae^ 
sagacity  and  insight  on  this  occasion  than  did  the  Dotch 
statesmen.      Wo  have  seen  tliat  even  Sir  Edvi^ard  Staffoftl 


"  "  I^i  Varcnno,"  eaid  Markrnc  CVt- 
tliPiine  on  one  otTasiou.  "  in  as  plua 
gogti^  h  porkT  IcB  jKJiileta  de  iiiun 
Irene,  qu'ft  piquer  lv«  mii'us."  3Ie- 
nioirt'H  tic  Sully.  lAr.  vi.  p.  2yU,  note  6. 
He  acvuiiiulalcd  a  largt'  fortuno  in 
tht-se  tliffnilied  pursuits— having,  ac- 
conliug  to  Winw<>«xl,  liindi-<l  citatt-a  to 
the  (innuul  ainoiial  of  sixty  thousand 
fruncb  n-y«.'Hr — nad  gave  hirge  dowries 
to  hid  dimghtera,  whom  lie  fnurritid 
into  nohlcAt  fumilios;  "  whir)i  is  the 
moro  r<nmili(»l>le/'  adds  WinwooJ, 
"cfiupiiloriii^  tho  aervio*^^  whi-n-in  he 
i«  employed  alnrnt  the  king,  which  i« 
to  bo  tho  Mczznno  for  his  lovns ;  tho 
plaoe  frou)  whence  he  oaiue,  which  in 


owt   of  the   Ititrlv"     -^   Mn 
king'*  •ister.*'— >  i. 

"*  Mem.  do  Si  I  p. 

""  Deventer,     GtHlc-tikstaklna.  J 
ii.  37.     lu  thin  mo<«t  valuftWe  mntribfr 
tion  to  thr  I  "         UaA  i 

and  of  Ell  I  hi*  I 

bi'uu  thi.'  I:  !  »» 

awaro  —  tl,  tt- 

tuiirkfiWf  ih  .  Tuitu 

by  coiiltUj[>urttrv  inaUnioiia  »i».i*  til" 
writi^rs  to  luive  Ix'on  k*  pt  o^*  nmi'h  ii 
the  dark  aa  the  F  .  *» 

ex t met  from  wi  '  ^* 

Lord  Bnrgldey  w...  :  .    ..  .^^ ms** 

2,  p.  216.    Ompore  Bor.  UL  73»-«tt- 
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was  deceived  up  to  a  very  late  moment,  as  to  the  rumoured 
intentions  of  Henry  to  enter  tlie  Catholic  Chiircli.  Envoy 
Cdmonds  was  now  equally  and  pompletely  in  the  dark  as  to 
the  mission  of  Vareiine,  and  informed  his  Government  that 
the  only  result  of  it  was  that  the  secret  agent  to  Spain  was 
favoured,  tlirough  the  kindness  of  Mendoza,  with  a  distant 
view  of  Philip  11.  with  his  son  and  daughter  at  their  devotions 
in  the  chapel  of  the  Escorial  This  was  the  tale  generally 
recounted  and  believed  after  the  agent's  return  from  Spain, 
80  that  Varenne  was  somewhat  langhed  at  as  having  gone  to 
Spain  on  a  fool's  errand,  and  as  having  got  nothing  from  Men- 
doza but  a  disavowal  of  his  former  propositions.  But  the 
shrewd  Calvaert,  who  had  entertained  familiar  relations  with  La 
Varenne,  received  from  that  personage  after  his  return  a  very 
different  account  of  liig  excursion  to  the  Escorial  from  the  one 
generally  circulated.  "  Coming  from  Monceaux  to  Paris  in 
his  company,"  wrote  Calvaert  in  a  secret  despatch  to  the 
States,  "  I  liad  the  whole  story  from  him.  The  chief  part  of 
his  negotiations  with  Don  BernarJino  de  Mendoza  was  that 
if  his  I^Iajesty  (the  French  king)  would  abandon  the  Queen  of 
Kngland  and  your  Highnesses  (the  States  of  the  Netherlands), 
there  were  no  conditions  that  would  be  refused  the  king, 
including  the  hand  of  the  Infanta,  together  with  a  good 
recompense  for  the  kingdom  of  Navarre.  La  Varenne  main- 
tained that  the  King  of  Spain  had  caused  these  negotiations 
to  be  entered  upon  at  this  time  with  him  in  the  certain  hope 
and  intention  of  a  definite  conclusion,  alleging  to  me  many 
pertinent  reasons,  and  among  others  that  he,  having  been 
lodged  at  Madrid,  througli  the  adroitness  of  Don  Bernardino, 
♦uoong  all  the  agents  of  the  League,  and  hearing  all  their 
crets  and  negotiations,  had  never  been  discovered,  but  had 
always  been  suppossed  to  be  one  of  the  League  himself.  He 
said  also  that  he  was  well  assured  that  the  Infanta  in  her 
heart  hud  an  afiection  for  the  French  king,  and  notwith- 
standing any  resolutions  that  miglit  be  taken  (to  which  I 
reft?rre<l,  meaning  the  projects  for  bestowing  her  on  the  house 
of  Austria)  that  she  with  her  fathers  consent  or  in  case  of 
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his  ilcatli  would  not  faii  to  carry  out  this  marriage.  You  may 
from  all  this,  even  out  of  the  proposal  for  compensation  for 
tho  kin«j;dora  of  Navarre  (of  which  his  Majesty  also  let  ont 
something  to  me  inadvertently),  collect  the  reasons  why  such 
fee  hie  progress  is  made  in  8r>  gi-eat  an  occasion  as  now  prescDt< 
itself  for  a  declaratiou  of  war  and  an  open  alliance  with  your 
Highnesses.  I  shall  not  fail  to  watdi  these  events,  even  in 
case  of  the  progress  of  the  said  resolutions,  notwithstandiug 
the  effects  of  which  it  is  my  opinion  that  this  secret  intrigue 
is  not  to  be  abandoned  To  this  end,  besides  the  good 
intelligence  which  one  gets  by  means  of  good  friends,  a  con- 
tinual and  agreeable  presentation  of  oneself  to  his  Majesty, 
in  order  to  see  and  hear  everything,  is  necessary."  ** 

Curtainly,  here  were  reasons  more  than  sufficient  why 
Heiirj'  slioiild  be  making  but  feeble  preparations  for  open  war 
in  alliance  with  England  and  the  republic  against  Pliilip,  as 
Riich  a  step  was  hardly  computible  with  tho  abandonment  of 
England  and  the  republic  and  the  espousal  of  Philips 
daugliter — projects  which  Henry's  com mis.'^i oner  had  ju, 
been  discussing  with  Philips  agent  at  Sladrid  and  th 
Evscoriah 

Truly  it  was  well  for  the  republican  envoy  to  wat^h  eveott 
as  closely  as  possible,  to  make  the  most  of  intelligence  (torn 
his  good  friends,  and  to  present  himself  as  frequently  and  as 
agreeably  as  possible  to  his  Majesty,  that  he  might  hear  and 
see  everything.  There  was  much  to  see  and  to  bear,  and 
it  needed  adroitness  and  courage,  not  to  slip  or  stumble  in 
such  dark  ways  where  the  very  ground  seemed  often  to  bo 
sliding  from  beneath  the  feet 

To  avoid  the  catastroplie  of  an  alliance  between  Henry, 
Philip,  and  the  Pope  against  Holland  and  England,  it  was  a 
pressing  necessity  fur  Holland  and  England  to  force  Heoiy 
into  open  war  against  Philip.  To  tbis  end  the  Ihitch  states- 
men were  bending  all  their  energies.  Meantime  Elizabetli 
regarded  the  campaign  in  Artois  and  Hainault  with  Uttl« 
iiivour. 

*"  Deveater,  vU  tup. 
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As  he  took  leare  on  departing  for  France,  La  Varenne  had 
requested  Mendoza  U)  write  to  King  Henry,  but  the  Spaniard 
excused  Idinseif — although  professing  the  wannest  frientWiip 
for  his  Majesty — on  the  ground  of  the  impossibility  of  ad- 
dressing him  correctly.  "If  I  call  hioi  here  King  of  Navarre, 
I  might  as  well  put  my  head  on  the  block  at  once,"  he  ob- 
served;  *'if  I  call  him  King  of  France,  my  master  has  not 
yet  recognized  him  as  Bueh ;  if  I  call  him  anything  else,  he 
will  himself  be  oflended.*'  ^^ 

And  the  vision  of  Philip  in  black  on  his  knees,  with  his 
children  about  him,  and  a  rapier  at  his  side,  passed  with  the 
contemporary  world  as  the  only  phenomenon  of  this  famous 
secret  mission.'"* 


*«  Bor,  m.  759-763. 
*••  Ibid.  Envoy  Edmondea  gave  a 
deUilvd  account  of  the  matter,  »o  far 
us  he  underetood  it,  from  Dieppe:  — 
"Don  Bernardino,"  he  says,  "Bskcd  to 
hear  whut  ho  (Iji  Varenne)  hod  in 
charge,  to  whicli  the  other  made  an- 
sircx  to  have  notiilng,  only  to  have 
brought  eyea  to  B<-e  and  eats  to  hear 

what  he  would  propcmnd 

Whereupon  Bernardino  made  him  an- 
swer that  he  wa«  to  uvow  notliing 
that  hifl  said  servant  hud  delivered, 
whieh  he  tsaid  to  t>e  in  him  a  leas 
ahame  than  in  M>iita.  dn  Mayne  hnvin^ 
PiTowed  a  per»ju  of  the  quality  of 
.  de  Viileroy.  Ln  Varenne  there- 
eecing  he  could  draw  no  other 
f)«»yment  from  him,  pruycd  him,  to  the 
end  his  journey  might  not  lie  to  him 
altogether  fruitloia,  to  procure  that  he 
mi^ht  httve  a  sight  of  the  king  and  the 
btanties  of  the  Senriall,  hw  houae. 
wLtcli  he  Bcconlingly  jM:>rronutHl,  caus- 
ing him  to  be  eeeretly  hrought  into  the 
dmpel,  where  he  tAvt  thi-  king  nt  nui^s, 
>  attired  in  eitraordinaty  de- 
Btiou  of  Livelineso.  wearing  the 
I  and  cape,  which  he  had  not  bo- 
i  done  in  two  years ;  with  ahso  the 
[  prince  and  the  Infunta  in  like 
',  was  brought  another  time  to 
[him  walking  in  the  garden,  but 
at  speaking  at  nil  unt«  him. 
Being  therein  so  satisfied,  and  tliere- 
with  diimissf  d.  Dcm  Bernardino  prayed 
him  at  bis  departure  to  excu^  him  to 
lb*»   king    (>jt   not  writing  unto  him. 


which  he  said  he  could   not  do  in 

^Hfjing  him  as  appertained  without 
roving  the  jostnesa  of  his  otaater's 
quarrel,  and  thereby  incur  fveril ;  and  to 
give  liim  an  undue  title,  that  he  was 
too  much  his  servaat,  nnd  only  there- 
fore to  let  him  know  that  so  as  the 
pope  would  speak  in  the  Mug's  ftivuur, 
there  is  very  good  reason  to  niitke  the 
King  of  Bpain  to  undertstand  to  n 
anion  with  him,  and  that  is  all  the 
return  lie  britij^eth  of  his  negotiation; 
but  the  king,  to  cover  the  sliame  tikere- 
of,  doth  pay  hinuielf  with  great  con- 
tentment of  the  gno*\  service  wliicb  by 
that  oocaeiou  he  huth  otherwise  dooa 
him,  iu  disenveriiig,  by  hiiuuting  un- 
known diven  French  there  or  the 
Leacue,  a  dungeroas  enterprise  uyiau 
Bordeuui,  which  having  on  nis  return 
declared  to  Miirnhal  Matignoti,  he  huth 
thereupon  upprehetidetl  certain  of  the 
pritieiiMil  oi  the  town  oonspirators 
therein,"  itc,  Edmoudos  to  Burghley, 
13  Nov.  1593.  (S.  P.  Ollice  MS..* 
Compare  Bor,  ubi  sup. 

La  Viirenne  wtis  subsequently  sent 
to  Knglnnd  to  give  a  report — more  or 
less  ingenimua — of  his  S])anitili  miadon 
Ut  the  queen.  She  at  first  refused  to 
reeeive  him  on  the  ground  that  he  hod 
formerly  med  diiiirespectful  language 
concerning  herself,  but  she  subm- 
quently  relented.  He  reported  that 
he  had  found  the  king  remarkably 
jolly  igaiUurd)  and  healthy  for  his 
years,  and  hsd  also  seen  the  rest  of  the 
royal   family.      Don   Bernardino,    he 
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But  Henry,  besides  this  demou stmt  ion  towards  Spain,  lost 
no  timo  in  despatching  a  special  minister  to  the  republic  and 
to  England,  who  was  instructed  to  make  the  most  profuse, 
elaborate,  and  conciliatory  explanations  as  to  his  recent  con- 
version and  as  to  his  future  intentions/**  Never  would  he 
make  peace,  he  said,  with  Spain  without  the  full  consent  of 
the  States  and  of  Er^gland ;  the  dearest  object  of  his  heart  iu 
making  his  peace  with  Rome  having  been  to  restore  peace  to 
his  own  distracted  realm,  to  bring  all  Christians  into  one 
brotherhood,  and  to  make  a  luiited  attack  upon  the  grand 
Turk — a  vision  which  the  cheerful  monarch  hardly  iotciided 
should  ever  go  beyond  the  ivory  gate  of  dreams,  but  which 
furnished  substance  enough  fi:>r  several  well-rounded  periods 
in  the  orations  of  De  Morlans. 

That  diplomatist,  after  maldng  the  strongest  representatiorts 
to  Queen  Elizabeth  as  to  the  faithful  friendship  of  his  muster, 
and  the  necessity  he  was  under  of  pecuniary  and  mililary 
assistance,  hud  received  generous  promises  of  aid  bi»th  in  men 
and  money — three  thousand  men  besides  the  troops  actindly 
serving  in  Brittany — from  that  sagacious  sovereign,  notwitb' 
standing  the  vehement  language  in  \vhich  she  had  rebuked 
her  royal  brother's  apostasy."*  He  now  came  for  tlit»  same 
purpose  to  the  Hague,  where  he  made  very  eloquent  harangues 
to  tho  States-General,  acknowledging  that  the  republic  had 
ever  been  the  most  upright,  perfect,  and  imdisguised  frieod 
to  his  master  and  to  France  in  their  darkest  days  and  deepest 
afflictiou ;  that  she  had  loved  the  king  and  kingdom  for  them- 
selves, not  merely  hanging  on  to  their  prosperity,  but,  on  the 
contrary,  doing  her  best  to  produce  that  prosperity  by  ber 


[nid,  vrho  had  given  the  king;  to 
undcrMtamlj  now  tlmt  he  was  Orttholic, 
that  ho  ciould  fiiiil  iiimna  to  riicoucile 
him  with  the  king  his  umaler,  whum- 
by  he  mi;:^ht  maiatiiiu  himself  pcnco- 
ably  ia  his  kiugdnm,  luiii  nwverthcletai 
pro^ewtod  ipiomni-e  of  nny  nuch  mnt- 
ter  w)um  he  fouud  that  Varunoe  had 
DO  oomtiiiwiioa  oiceept  to  t^oo  and  to 
hetir.  So  the  apent  wrh  fain — accord- 
ing to  his  public  stfltcroeut— to  con- 
tent himself  with  a  distant  view  of  the 


moRt  oBtbolio  king  si  hb  ilniiiliwi 
Noel  de  Ghtod  to  tb«i  8tntc»<»CB«U, 
4Dw.  16^3.  (ilwgue  Arrhi^M.)  Ko 
one  but  Culrnrrt  hoiiu  to  httV*  fM^ 
ceodcd  in  pamjiing  the  ananoi  Mifiqr. 
bat  by  Ottviurt  lh»  Statin  OiMl 
wf^re  enlig^btcnotl,  nnd  |>at  tbaroogUj 
on  their  guiuti  tu  to  Uio  poMibk  <1» 
signs  of  Henrv. 

>*»  De  Morlnns  to  tho  8t»le»4ko«> 
ml,  in  Bar,  III.  721>72l>.  26  Aqc. 
1593.  '«Bnr,  UITML 
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contributions  in  soldiera,  ships,  and  subsidies.  "The  king," 
said  De  Morlans,  **  is  deeply  grieved  tliat  he  can  prove  liis 
gratitude  only  in  words  for  so  many  beueiits  conferred,  which 
are  aboolately  without  example,  but  he  has  commissioned  ine 
to  declare  that  if  GofI  should  over  give  him  the  occasion,  he 
will  prove  how  highly  he  places  your  friendship." 

The  envoy  assiu'ed  the  States  that  all  fears  entertained  by 
those  of  the  reformed  religion  on  account  of  the  conversion  of 
his  Majesty  were  groundless.  Nothing  was  farther  from  the 
king's  thoughts  than  to  injure  those  noble  spirits  with  whom 
his  soul  had  lived  so  long,  and  whom  he  so  much  loved  and 
honoured.  No  man  knew  better  than  the  king  did  the  cha- 
racter of  those  who  professed  the  Jieltyion,  their  virtue,  valour, 
resolutioa,  and  patience  in  adversity.  Their  numbers  had 
increased  in  war,  their  virtues  had  been  purified  by  affliction, 
they  had  never  changed  their  j)Osition,  whether  battles  had 
been  won  or  lost.  Should  ever  an  attempt  be  made  to  take 
up  arms  against  them  within  his  realms,  and  should  there  be 
but  live  hundred  of  them  against  ton  thousand,  the  king, 
remembering  their  faithful  and  ancient  services,  would  leave 
the  greater  number  in  order  to  die  at  the  head  of  his  old 
friends.  He  was  determined  that  they  should  participate  in 
all  the  honours  of  the  kingdom,  and  with  regard  to  a  j>eace 
with  Spain,  he  would  have  as  much  care  for  the  interesta  of 
the  United  Provinces  as  for  his  own.  But  a  peace  Wiis  impos- 
sible with  that  monarch,  whoso  object  was  to  maintain  his  own 
realms  in  peace  while  he  kept  France  in  perpetual  revolt 
against  the  king  whom  God  had  given -her.  The  King  of 
Spain  hati  ti*embled  at  Henry *s  cm<lle,  at  his  youth,  at  the 
bloom  of  his  manhood,  and  knew  that  ho  had  inflicted  too 
much  injury  ujjon  him  ever  to  be  on  friendly  terms  with  him. 
The.  envoy  was  instructed  to  say  that  his  master  never 
to  bo  in  amity  with  one  who  had  ruined  his  house, 
fitted  his  property,  and  caused  so  much  misery  to  France ; 
and  he  earnestly  hopeil — without  presuming  to  dictate — that 
the  States-General  wuuld  in  this  critical  emergency  manifest 
their  generosity.     If  the  king  were  not  assisted  now,   both 
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king  and  kingdom  would  perish.     If  he  were  assisted,  I 
succour  would  bear  double  fruit.'*" 

The  sentiments  expressed  on  the  part  of  Henry  towards  J 
faithful  subjects  of  the  Religion,  the  heretic  Queen  of  England, 
and  the  stout  Dutch  Calviuists  who  had  so  long  stood  hj  him, 
were  most  noble.  It  was  pity  that,  at  the  same  moment,  he 
was  proposing  to  espouse  the  Infuuta,  and  to  publish  the 
Council  of  Trent. 

The  reply  of  the  States-General  to  these  propositions  of  the 
French  envoy  was  favourable,  and  it  was  agreed  that  a  fowe 
of  three  thousand  foot  and  five  hundred  horse  should  be  sent 
to  the  assistance  of  the  king.  Moreover,  the  state-paper 
clrawn  up  on  this  occasion  was  conceived  with  bo  much 
sagacity  and  expressed  with  so  much  eloquence,  as  particu- 
larly to  clmrtia  the  EngHsh  queen  when  it  was  communicated 
to  her  Majesty.  She  protested  very  loudly  and  vehemently 
to  Noel  de  Caron,  envoy  from  the  provinces  at  Loudon,  that 
this  response  on  the  part  of  Ids  Government  to  De  He 
was  one  of  the  wisest  documents  that  she  had  ever 
**In  all  their  actions,"  said  slie,  "the  States-Greneral  show 
their  sagacity,  and  indeed,  it  is  the  wisest  Government  e»«r 
known  among  republics.  I  would  show  you,"  she  added  to 
the  gentlemen  around  her,  "  the  whole  of  the  paper  if  it  wew 
this  moment  at  hand.'*  "*** 

After  some  delays,  it  was  agreed  between  the  French 
Government  and  that  of  the  United  Provinces,  that  the  king 
should  divide  his  army  into  three  parts,  and  renew  the 
military  operations  against  Spain  with  the  expiration  of  the 
truce  at  tiie  end  of  the  year  (1593). 

One  body,  composed  of  the  English  contingent^  together 
with  three  tliousand  French  horse,  three  thousand  Swias,  and 
four  thousand  French  harqu»'bus-mcn,  were  to  be  under  his 
own  immediate  command,  and  were  to  act  against  the  enemy 
wherever  it  should  appear  to  his  Majesty  most  advantageous. 
A  second  array  was  to  expel  the  rebels  and  tlieir  foreign  allieB 
from  Normandy  and  reduce  Rouen  to  obedience.  A  third 
'«»?  Addre«  of  De  Morkna,  uhi  «iip.  '«  Bor,  lit  7» 
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was  to  make  a  campaign  in  tlio  provinces  of  Artois  and 
HainauU,  under  the  Duke  of  Bouillon  (more  commonly  calletl 
the  Viscount  Turenno),  in  fonjuiiction  with  the  forces  to  be 
•applied  by  the  republic.  "  Any  treaty  of  peace  on  our  part 
^th  the  King  of  Spain,"  suid  the  States-General,  *'  is  our 
certain  ruin.  Tliis  is  an  axiom.  That  monarch's  object  is  to 
incorporate  into  his  own  realms  not  only  all  the  states  and 
possessions  of  neighbouring  kings,  principalities,  and  powers, 
but  also  all  Christendom,  aye,  the  whole  world,  were  it  i^ossible. 
AVe  joyfully  concur  then  in  your  I\Iajesty's  resolution  to  carry 
on  the  war  in  Artois  and  Hainault,  and  agree  to  your  sug- 
gestion of  divei*sions  on  our  part  by  sieges  and  succour  by 

^contingents.**  '^ 

Balagny,  meantime^  who  had  so  long  led  an  independent 

''existence  at  Cambray,  now  agreed  to  recognise  Henry's 
autliority,  in  consideration  of  sixty-seven  thousand  crowns 
yearly  pension  and  the  dignity  of  Marshal  of  France.""* 

Towards  the  end  of  tlio  year  1594,  ISuzanval,  the  regular 
French  envoy  at  the  Hague^  began  to  insist  more  warmly 
tiian  seemed  becoming  that  the  campaign  in  Artois  and 
Hainault — so  often  the  base  of  militfiry  operations  on  the  part 
of  Spain  against  France — should  begin.  Further  achieve- 
ments on  the  part  of  Maurice  after  the  fall  of  Groningen  were 
therefore  renounced  for  that  year,  and  liis  troops  went  into 
garrison  and  winter-quarters.'"  The  JStates-General,  who  had 
also  been  sending  supplies,  troops,  and  ships  to  Brittany  to 
assist  the  king,  now,  after  soundly  rebuking  Buzanval  for  his 
intemperate  language,  entrusted  their  contingent  for  the  pro- 
posed frontier  campaign  to  Count  I'hilip  Nassau,  who  accord- 
ingly took  the  field  toward  the  end  of  the  year  at  the  head  of 
twenty-eight  companies  of  foot  and  five  squadrons  of  cavalry. 
He  made  his  junction  with  Turenne-Bouillon,  but  the  duke, 
although  provided  witli  a  tremendous  proclamation,  was  but 
indifTerently  supplied  with  troops.  The  German  levies,  long- 
expected,  were  slow  in  moving,  and  on  the  whole  it  seemed 
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that  the  operations  might  have  been  continued  hj  Maurice 
with  more  effect,  according  to  his  original  plan,  tlian  in  this 
rather  desultory  fashion.'"  The  late  winter  campaign  on  the 
border  was  feeble  and  a  failure. 

The  bunds  of  alliance,  however,  were  becoming  very  doM 
between  Henry  and  the  republic,  De^ito  the  change  io 
religion  on  the  part  of  the  king,  and  the  pangs  which  it  lind 
occasioned  in  tho  hearts  of  leading  Netherlamlers,  there  wm 
still  the  traditional  attraction  between  France  and  the  Slatei» 
which  had  been  so  remarkably  manifested  during  the  admliiift- 
tration  of  Wdliam  the  Silent.  The  republic  was  more  rostifB 
than  ever  under  the  imperious  and  exacting  friendship  cd 
VAi/Aiheih,  and,  feeling  more  and  more  its  own  strengtli,  wai 
making  itself  more  and  more  liable  to  the  charge  of  ingrati- 
tude, so  constantly  hurled  in  its  face  by  tlie  queen.  And 
Henry,  now  that  he  felt  himself  rciilly  king  of  France^  mt 
not  slow  to  manifest  a  similar  ingratitude  or  an  equal  love  of 
indejiendence.  Both  monarch  and  republic,  chating  imder 
the  protection  of  Elizabeth,  were  drawn  into  so  close  a  uuion 
as  to  excite  her  anger  and  jealousy — sentiments  which  in 
succeeding  years  were  to  became  yet  more  apparent  And 
now,  while  Henry  still  retained  the  chivalrous  and  flowery 
phraseology,  so  sweet  to  her  ears,  in  his  personal  commonicar 
tions  to  the  queen,  his  ministers  were  hi  the  habit  of  osiqg 
much  plainer  hmguage.  *'  Mr.  de  Sancy  said  to  me,"  wnAe 
the  Netherlaud  minister  in  France,  Calvaert,  "Uiat  Ui« 
Majesty  and  your  Highnesses  (tlie  States-General)  must  with* 
out  long  delay  conclude  an  alliance  offensive  and  defonsim. 
In  regard  to  England,  which  perhaps  might  look  askance  at 
this  matter,  he  told  me  it  would  be  invited  also  by  his  Majesty 
into  the  same  alliance;  but  if,  according  to  custom,  it  shilly- 
shallied, and  without  coming  to  deeds  or  to  succour  should 
put  him  off  with  words,  he  should  in  that  case  proceed  with 
our  alliance  without  England,  not  doubting  that  many  olW 
potentates  in  Italy  and  Germany  would  join  in  it  likewise. 
He  said  too,  that  he,  the  day  before  the  departure  of  the 
»"  Bar,  84ft-859. 
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English  ambassador,  liatl  said  theso  words  to  liim  in  the 
presence  of  his  Majesty ;  namely,  that  England  had  enter- 
tained his  Majesty  sixteen  months  long  with  far-fetched 
and  often-repeated  questions  and  discontents,  that  one  had 
submitted  to  tliis  sort  of  thing  so  long  as  his  Majesty  was 
only  king  of  Mantes,  Dieppe,  and  Louviers,  but  that  his 
Majesty  being  now  king  of  Paris  would  be  no  longer  a 
servant  of  those  who  should  advise  him  to  suffer  it  any  longer 
or  accept  it  as  good  jjayment ;  that  Eti^lund  must  treat  his 
Majesty  according  to  his  quality,  and  witii  deeds,  not  woi^da. 
He  added  that  the  ambassador  had  very  anxiously  made 
answer  to  thes**  words,  and  had  promised  that  when  he  got 
Lack  to  England  he  would  so  arrange  tiiat  his  JIajesty  should 
be  fully  satisfied,  insisting  to  the  last  on  the  alliance  then 
proi>osed."''' 

In  Germany,  meanwhile,  there  was  much  protocolliug,  and 
more  hard  drinking,  at  the  Diet  of  Ratisbou.    The  Protestant 

'inces  did  little  for  their  cause  against  the  new  designs  of  Spain 
and  the  moribund  League,  wliile  the  Catholics  did  less  to  assist 
Philip.  In  truth,  tlie  holy  Romau  Empii-e,  thi-eatened  with  a 
Turkish  invasion,  Lad  neither  power  nor  inclination  to  help 
the  new  universal  empire  of  the  west  into  existence.  So  the 
princes  and  grandees  of  Germany,  while  Amurath  was  knocking 
at  the  imperial  gates,  busied  themselves  with  banquetting 
and  other  diplomatic  work,  but  sent  few  reiters  either  to  the 
east  or  west."* 

Philip's  envoys  were  indignant  at  the  apathy  displayed 
towunls  the  great  Catholic  cause,  and  felt  humbled  at  the 
imbecility  exhibited  by  Spain  in  its  eflbrts  against  tlie  Nether- 
lands and  France.     San  Clemente,  who  was  attending  tlie 
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Formal  declaration  of  war  egaiust  Spain  —  Marriage  feetivitiea  —  Death  of 
Archduke  Emc«t  —  His  year  of  goverament  —  Fuentos  declared  goveraor- 
geneial  —  DtaaffcKition  of  the  Dake  of  Ar»chot  and  Coont  Aranberg  — > 
ath  of  the  Doke  of  Arachot  —  Fuentes  beaieges  Le  Oatelet  —  The  fortreas 
Ham,  aold  to  the  Spaniali  bj  Do  Gomeron,  bedeged  and  tAJcen  by  the 
ke  of  Bouillon  —  Execution  of  De  Gumeron  —  Death  of  Colonel  Verdugo 
-  Siege  of  Doorlena  by  Fuontea  — Death  of  La  Motto  —  Death  of  Charles 
eld  —  Total  def«it  of  the  French  —  Murder  of  Admiml  De  Vilhirs  — 
irlena  captured,  and  the  garrison  find  cilizena  put  to  the  swonl  — 
lilitary  operations  in  eoHtf'ru  NeUtrrlandH  and  on  tbe  EUine  —  Maurice 
I  to  Groonto—  Mondrugon  liastcning  to  il£  relief,  Prince  Miiurice 
ainea  the  dege  —  Skirmish  butween  Mnurice  and  Mondnigou  —  Death  of 
^l^liilip  of  Nassau  —  Death  of  Mondragon  —  Bomliwnlmont  and  aurrender  of 
Weerd  Caatle  —  Maurice  retires  into  wintpr  quarters  —  Cnra{iaigTj  of  Henry 
IV.  —  Ho  Ijeaiegea  Dijon  —  Surrender  of  Dijoo.  AbMoluliou  granted  to 
|-fieDr7  by  the  pope  —  Career  of  Bnlagny  at  Oarobray  —  Progreea  of  the 
» —  Capitulation  of  the  tovn  —  Suicide  of  the  Princess  of  Cambrey,  wife 
of  Balagny. 

The  year  1595  opened  with  a  forraal  decluration  of  war  by 
the  King  of  France  against  the  Iving  of  Spain.*  It  17  j^n. 
would  be  difficult  to  say  for  exactly  how  many  ^^^^• 
••yBBre  the  war  now  declared  had  already  been  waged,  but  it 
was  a  considerable  advantage  for  the  United  Netherlands 
that  the  manifesto  had  been  at  last  regularly  issued.  And 
the  manifesto  was  certainly  not  deficient  in  bitterness.  Not 
oft4L*n  in  Christian  history  has  a  monarch  been  solemnly  and 
officially  accused  by  a  brother  sovereign  of  suborning  assassins 
■gBinst  his  life.  Bribery,  stratagem,  and  murder,  were, 
howeTcr,  so  entirely  the  commonplace  machinery  of  Philip's 
administration  as  to  make  an  allusion  to  the  late  attempt 
of  Cbastel  appear  quite  natural  in  Henry  s  declaration  of 
war.  The  king  further  stigmatized  in  energetic  language 
long  succession  of  intrigues  by  which  the  monarch  of 
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Hpain,  as  cbief  of  the  Holy  League,  had  been  making  war 
upon  him  by  means  of  his  own  subjects,  for  the  last  half 
dozen  years.  Certainly  there  was  hardly  need  of  an  elaborate 
statement  of  grievances.  The  deeds  of  Philip  required  no 
herald,  unless  Henry  was  prepared  to  alxlicat^'  his  hanfly- 
earned  title  to  the  throne  of  France.  ] 

Nevertheless  the  politic  Gascon  subsequently  regretted  the 
fierce  style  in  which  he  had  fubninated  his  challenge.  He 
was  accustomed  to  observe  that  no  state  paper  required  bo 
much  careful  jxindering  as  a  declaration  of  war,^  and  that  it 
was  saireely  possible  to  draw  np  such  a  document  without 
committing  many  errors  in  the  phraseology.  The  man  who 
never  knew  fear,  despondency,  nor  resentment,  was  already 
instinctively  acting  on  the  principle  that  a  king  should  deal 
with  liis  enemy  as  if  sure  to  become  his  friend,  and  with  his 
friends  as  if  they  might  easily  change  to  foes,* 

The  answer  to  the  declaration  was  delayed  for  two  months. 
When  the  reply  came  it  of  course  breathed  nothing  but  the 
most  benignant  sentiments  in  regard  to  France,  while  it 
7  March,      expressed  regret  that  it  was  necessary  to  carry  fire 

^^^^-       and  sword  through  that  country  in  order  to  areri  i 
the  unutterable  woe  which  the  crimes  of  the  heretic  Prince 
of  Bearne  were  bringing  upon  all  mankind.* 

It  was  a  solace  to  Philip  to  ciill  the  legitimate  king  by  the 
title  borne  by  him  when  heir-preaumptive,  and  to  persist  in 
denying  to  him  that  absolution  which,  as  the  whole  world  w»9 
aware,  the  Vicar  of  Christ  was  at  that  very  moment  in  the 
most  solemn  manner  about  to  bestow  upon  him. 

More  devoted  to  the  welfare  of  France  than  wert»  tho 
Frencli  themselves,  he  was  determined  that  a  foreign  prince 
— himself,  his  daughter,  or  one  of  his  nephews — ahonld 
supplant  the  descendant  of  St.  Louis  on  the  French  thrDoe^ 
More  catholic  than  the  pope  he  could  not  permit  the  herotiev , 
whom  his  Holiness  was  just  washing  whiter  than  snoWyl 
intrude  himst^lf  into  the  society  of  Christian  sorerelgtiB. 
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The  winter  movemonts  by  Bouillon  in  Luxembourg,  sus- 
tained by  Pliilip  Nassau  campaigning  with  a  meagre  force  on 
the  French  frontier,  were  not  very  brilliant.  The  Netherland 
regiments  quartered  at  Yssoire,  La  Fert6,  and  in  the  neigh- 
bourhood accomphshed  very  little,  and  their  numbers  were 
sadly  thinned  by  dysentery.  A  sudden  and  successful  stroke, 
too,  by  which  that  daring  soldier  Heraugiere,  who  had  been 
the  chief  c^iptor  of  Breda,  obtained  possession  of  the  to\\Ti  and 
castle  of  II uy,  produced  no  permanent  advantage.  This 
place,  helonging  to  the  Bishop  of  Liege,  with  its  stone  bridge 
over  the  Meuse,  was  an  advantageous  position  from  which  to 
aid  the  operations  of  Bouillon  in  Luxembourg.  Heraugiere 
was,  however,  not  sufficiently  reinforced,  and  II uy  was  a 
mouth  later  re-captured  by  La  Motte.'  The  campaigning 
was  languid  during  that  winter  in  the  United  Netherlands, 
but  the  merry-making  was  energetic.  The  nuptials  of  Ho- 
henlo  with  Mary,  eldest  daughter  of  William  the  Silent  and 
own  sister  of  the  captive  Philip  William  ;  of  the  Duke  of 
Bouillon  with  EliiMibeth,  one  of  the  daughters  of  the  same 
illustrious  prince  by  his  third  wife,  Cliarlotte  of  Bourbon  j 
and  of  Count  Everard  Solms,  the  famous  general  of  the 
Zeeland  troops,  with  Sabina,  daughter  of  the  unfortunate 
Lamoral  Egmont,  were  celebrated  with  much  pomp  during 
the  months  of  Febniary  and  March,*  The  States  of  Holland 
and  of  Zeeland  made  magnificent  presents  of  diamonds  to 
the  brides ;  the  Countess  Hohenlo  receiving  besides  a  yearly 
income  of  three  thousand  llorins  for  the  lives  of  herself  and 
her  husband,^ 

In  the  midst  of  these  merry  marriage  bells  at  the  Hagrue  a 
funeral  knell  was  sounding  in  Brussels.  On  the 
20th  February,  the  governor-general  of  the  obedient 
Ketherlands,  Archduke  Ernest,  breathed  his  last.  His  career 
had  not  been  so  illustrious  as  the  promises  of  the  Spanish 
king  and  the  allegories  of  schoolmuster  Houwaerts  had  led 
him  to  expect  He  had  not  espoused  the  Infanta  nur  been 
crowned  King  of  France.  He  had  not  blasted  the  rebellious 
*  Bor.  rV.  8,  10.  «  Ibid,  13.  ?  Ibid. 
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NettiBrhnds  with  Gydopean  thanderboltB,  nor  unbound  i\\e\ 
Belgic  Andromeda  from  the  rock  of  doom.     His  brief  year 
of  government  had  really  been  as  dismal  as,  according  to 
the  annoQDcement  of  hia  sycophants,  it  should  hare  been 
amazing.     He  had  accomplished  nothing,  and  all  that  wis 
left  him  was  to  die  at  the  age  of  forty«two,  over  head  and 
ears   in  debt,  a  disappointed,   melancholy   man.      He  was 
very  indolent,  enormously  fat,  very  chaste,  very  expensive^  I 
fond  of  fine  liveries  and  fine  clothes,  so  solemn  and  stately] 
as  never  to  be  known  to  laugh,  but  utterly  without  capacity  J 
either  as  a  statesman  or  a  soldier.*'     He  wonld  have  shondj 
as  a  portly  abbot  ruling  over  peaceful  friars,  but  he  was  not 
bom  to  ride  a  revolutionary  whirlwind,  nor  to  evoke  order  J 
out  of  chaoe.    Past  and  Present  were  contending  with  each] 
other  in  fierce  elemental  strife  within  his  domain.     A  world  [ 
was  in  dying  agony,  another  world  was  coming,  full-armed| ' 
into  existence  within  the  hand-breadth  of  time  and  of  spaos  j 
where  he  played  his  little  part,  but  he  dreamed  not  df  it*  J 
He  passed  away  like  a  shadow,  and  was  soon  forgotten. 

An  efibrt  was  mode,  during  the  last  illness  of  Emeeti  Uf^ 
procure  from  him  the  appointment  of  the  elector  of  Cologne 
as  temporary  successor  to  the  government^  but  Count  Fnentei 
was  on  the  spot  and  was  a  roan  of  action.  He  produced  a 
power  in  the  French  language  from  Philip,  with  a  blank  for 
the  name.  Tliis  had  been  intended  for  the  cuse  of  Peter 
Ernest  3Iansfeld's  possible  death  during  his  provisional 
administration,  aod  Fuentes  now  claimed  the  right  of  insert* 
ing  his  own  name.* 

Tlie  dying  Ernest  consented,  and  upon  his  death  Fnentes 
was  declared  governor-general  until  the  king's  further  ple^ 
sure  should  be  known, 

Pedro  de  Guzman,  Count  of  Fuentes,  a  Spniiuiia  ui 
hard  and  antique  type,  was  now  in   his   sixty-fourth  year. 
The  pupil  and  near  relative  of  the  Duke  of  Alva,  he  was 
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olre«(ly  as  odious  to  the  Nctberlanders  as  might  have  been 
inferred  from  such  ediicfttion  and  such  kin.  A  dark,  grizzletl, 
baldish  man,  with  high  Bteep  forehead,  loDg»  haggard,  leathern 
visage,  sweeping  beard,  and  large,  stern,  coraraandiiig,  me- 
nacing eyes,  with  his  Brussels  niff  of  point  lace  and  his 
Milan  coat  of  proof,  he  was  in  pereonal  appearance  not  unlike 
the  terril>le  duke  whom  men  never  named  without  a  shudder, 
although  a  quarter  of  a  century  had  jiassed  since  he  had 
ceased  to  curse  the  Netherlands  with  his  presence.  Elizabeth 
of  England  was  accustomed  to  sneer  at  Fueutes  because  he 
had  retreated  before  Essex  in  that  daring  commander's 
famous  foray  into  Portugal."*  The  queen  called  the  Spanish 
general  a  timid  old  woman.  If  her  gibe  were  true,  it  was 
fortunate  for  her,  for  Henry  of  France,  and  for  the  repulilic, 
that  there  were  not  many  more  such  old  women  to  come 
from  Spain  to  take  the  place  of  the  veteran  chieftains  who 
were  destined  to  disappear  so  rapidly  during  this  year  in 
Flanders.  He  was  a  soldier  of  fortune,  loved  fighting,  not 
only  for  the  fighting's  sake,  bnt  for  the  prize-money  wliich  was 
to  be  accumulated  by  campaigning,  and  he  was  wont  to  say 
that  he  meant  to  enter  Paradise  sword  in  hand." 

T^leantime  his  appointment  excited  the  wrath  of  the  pro- 
vincial magnates.  The  Duko  of  Arschot  was  beside  himself 
with  frenzy,  and  swore  that  he  would  never  serve  under 
Fnentes  nor  sit  at  his  council-board,  Tlie  duke's  brother, 
Marquis  Havre,  and  his  son-in-law,  Comit  Arenberg,  shared 
in  the  hatred,  although  they  tried  to  mitigate  the  vcbomenco 
of  its  expression.  Hut  Arschot  swore  tliat  no  man  had  the 
right  to  take  precedence  of  him  in  the  council  of  state,  and 
that  the  appointment  of  this  or  any  Spaniard  was  a  violation 
of  the  charters  of  the  provinces  and  of  the  promises  of  his 
Majesty.^*  As  if  it  were  for  the  nobles  of  the  obedient  pro- 
vinces to  prate  of  charters  and  of  oaths!  Their  brethren 
Under  the  banner  of  the  republic  had  been  teaching  Philip 
for  a  whole  generation  how  they  could  deal  with  the  privi- 

Vol.  II.  f.r  tliia  wnrk,  p.  5S6.  "  Fruin.    Tien  Jnaren.  Ac,  192,  uote. 
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leges  of  freemen  and  with  the  perjury  of  tyrants.  It  iras 
late  in  the  day  for  the  obedient  Netberlandcrs  to  remember 
their  rights.  Havre  and  Arenberg,  dissembling  their  own 
wrath,  were  abused  and  insulted  by  the  duke  when  they 
tried  to  pacify  him.  They  propoeed  a  compromise,  according 
to  which  Arschot  sJiould  be  allowed  to  preside  in  the  comidl 
of  state  while  Fuentes  should  content  himself  with  the 
absolute  control  of  the  army.  Tliis  would  bo  putting  a  bit  of 
fat  in  the  duke's  mouth,  they  said."  Fuentes  would  hear 
of  no  such  arrangement.  After  much  ttilk  and  daily  attempts 
to  pacify  this  great  Netherlander,  his  relatives  at  last  pBt- 
snaded  him  to  go  home  to  his  country  place.  He  ereo 
promised  Arenberg  and  his  wife  that  he  would  go  to  Italy, 
in  pursuance  of  a  vow  made  to  our  lady  of  Loretto.  Area- 
berg  privately  intimated  to  Stephen  Ybarra  that  there  wat  • 
certain  oil,  very  apt  to  be  efficacious  in  similar  caasM  of 
irritation,  which  might  be  applied  with  prospect  of 
If  Iiis  father-in-law  could  only  receive  some  ten 
florins  wliich  he  claimed  as  due  to  him  from  Govemm«ti 
this  would  do  more  to  quiet  him  than  a  regiment  of  soldiea 
could.  He  also  suggested  that  Fuentes  should  call  upon  ths 
duke,  while  Secretary  Ybarra  should  excuse  himself  by 
sickness  for  not  having  already  paid  his  respects.  This  ww 
done.  Fuentes  called.  The  duke  returned  the  call,  and  the 
two  conversed  amicably  about  the  deatJi  of  the  archduke,  bol 
entered  into  no  political  discussion. 

Arschot  then  invited  the  whole  council  of  state,  exeepi 
John  Baptist  Tassis,  to  a  great  dinner.  He  had  prepared  • 
paper  to  read  to  them  in  which  he  represented  the  groil 
dangers  likely  to  ensue  from  such  an  appointment  as  this ; 
Fuentes,  but  declared  that  he  washed  his  hands  of  the 
quences,  and  that  lie  had  <letcnnined  to  leave  a 
where  he  was  of  so  little  accouut.  He  would  then  close 
eyes  and  ears  to  everything  that  might  occur,  and  thife 
escape  the   infamy  of   remaining  in  a  coxmtry   wkeiei 

»  Ybftrm  to  Philip.  6  iUrofa.  159.^    (Ajrh.  de  SinumcM  Ma)    •*  Uu  pdk 
de  aebo  eo  la  boca  p«irft  otrijiiiotarle." 


15d5. 


OPENING  UF  THE  CAMPAIGN. 


323 


little  account  was  made  of  him.  He  was  urged  to  refrain 
from  reading  this  paper  and  to  invite  Tassis.  After  a  time 
he  oonsented  to  suppress  the  dociiment,  but  he  manfully 
refused  to  bid  the  objectionable  diplomatist  to  his  banquet." 

The  dinner  took  place  and  passed  olT  pleasantly  enough. 
Arschot  did  not  read  his  manifesto,  but,  as  he  warmed  with 
•wine,  he  talked  a  great  deal  of  nonsense  which,  according  to 
Stephen  Ybarra,  much  resembled  it,  and  he  vowed  that 
thencefortli  he  would  be  blind  and  dumb  to  all  that  might 
occur.^*  A  few  days  later,  he  paid  a  Tisit  to  the  new  governor- 
general,  and  took  a  peaceful  farewell  of  him.  "  Your  Majesty 
knows  very  well  what  he  is,"  wrote  Fucntes :  *'  he  is  nothing 
but  talk." ''  Before  leaving  the  country  he  sent  a  bitter 
complaint  to  Ybarra,  to  the  effect  that  the  king  had  entirely 
forgotten  him,  and  imploring  that  financier's  influence  to 
procure  for  him  some  gratuity  from  his  Majesty.  He  was 
in  such  necessity,  he  said,  that  it  was  no  longer  possible  for 
him  to  maintain  his  household." 

And  ^"ith  this  petition  the  grandee  of  the  obedient  pro- 
vinces shook  the  dust  from  his  shoes,  and  left  his  natal  soil 
for  ever.  He  died  on  the  11th  December  of  the  same  year 
in  Venice. 

His  son  the  Prince  of  Chiniay,  his  brother,  and  son-in- 
aw,  and  the  other  obedient  nol>les,  soon  accommodated  them- 

Ives  to  the  new  administration,  much  as  they  had  been 
?nelined  to  bluster  at  first  about  their  privileges.  The 
governor  soon  reported  that  matters  were  proceeding  very 
Bmoothly.^*  There  was  a  general  return  to  the  former 
docility  now  that  such  a  disciplinarian  as  Fuentes  held  the 
reins. 

The  opening  scenes  of  the  campaign  between  the  Spanish 
governor  and  France  were,  as  usual,  in  Picardy.  The  Mar- 
quis of  Varambon  mado  a  demonstration  in  the  neighbour- 
hood of  Dourlens — a  fortified  town   on  the  river  Authie, 

I  (Arch,  de  Simancna  MS.)  "  Eh  el  oueV. 
If  ap:^.  »be.  cout^-ntendoee  con  haokr." 
'*  Letters  of  Ybarrd,  ubi  tntp, 
w  Ybftrra  to  Philip,  16  March,  1595. 

Y    2 


^*  Ybarra  to  PhOin,  6  March,  1595. 
r  Arch,  do  Sinuuicaii  MS.) 
•*  Hjid. 
"  Pnente*  to  Philip,  28  Miwrh,  1595, 


324 


THE  UNITED  NETHERLANDS.         Chap.  XXXL 


lying  in  an  open  plain,  very  deep  in  that  province — while 
Fueiites  took  the  field  with  eight  thousand  men,  and  laid 
siege  to  Le  Catelet.  lie  had  his  eye,  however,  upon  Ham. 
Tliat  important  stronghold  was  in  the  htmds  of  a  certaiii 
nohleman  called  De  Gomeron,  who  had  been  an  energetic 
Jjeaguer,  and  was  now  disposed,  for  a  handsome  consideration^ 
to  soU  himself  to  the  King  of  Spain.  In  the  auction  of 
governors  and  generals  then  going  on  in  every  part  of  France 
it  had  been  generally  found  that  Henry's  money  was  more  to 
be  depended  upon  in  the  long  run,  altliough  Pliilip's  bids  were 
often  very  high,  and,  for  a  considerable  period,  the  paymeutu 
regular.  Gomeron*s  upset  price  for  himself  was  twenty-fire 
thousand  crowns  in  cash,  and  a  pension  of  eight  thousand  a 
year.  Upon  these  terms  he  agreed  to  receive  a  Sponiah 
garrison  into  the  town,  and  to  cause  the  French  in  the 
citadel  to  be  sworn  into  the  service  of  the  Spanish  king. 
Fueutes  agreed  to  the  bargain  and  paid  tlio  adroit  trades' 
man,  who  knew  so  well  how  to  turn  a  |)enny  for  himsdC 
a  large  portion  of  the  twenty-five  thousand  crowns  upon  the 
nail. 

De  Gomeron  was  to  proceed  to  Brussels  to  receive  the 
residue.  His  brother-in-law,  M.  d*Orville,  commanded  in  the 
citadel,  and  so  soon  as  the  Spanish  troops  had  taken  po6scse> 
sion  of  the  town  its  governor  claimed  full  payment  of  his 
aervices. 

But  difficulties  awaited  him  in  Brussels.  He  was  informed 
that  a  French  garrison  could  not  be  depended  upon  for 
securing  the  fortress,  hut  that  town  and  citadel  mufit  both 
be  placetl  in  Spanish  hands.  De  Gomeron  loudly  protesting 
that  this  was  not  according  to  contract,  was  calmly  assured, 
by  command  of  Fuentes,  that  unless  the  citadel  were  at 
once  evacuated  and  surrendered,  he  would  not  receive  the 
balance  of  li is  twenty-five  thoustuid  crowns,  and  that  he  should 
instantly  lose  his  head.  Here  was  more  than  Do  Gomeron 
had  bargained  for ;  but  this  particular  branch  of  commerce 
in  revolutionary  times,  although  lucrative,  has  always  its 
risks.     De  Gomeron,  thus  driven  to  the  wall,  sent  a  letter  by 
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a  Spanish  mose^mger  to  his  brother-in-law,  ordering  him  to 
surrender  the  fortress.  D'Orville — who  meantime  had  been 
making  his  little  arriLDgements  with  the  other  party — pro- 
tested that  the  note  had  been  written  under  duress,  aud 
refused  to  comply  with  its  directions. 

Time  was  pressing,  for  the  Duke  of  Bouillon  and  the  Count 
of  St.  Pol  lay  with  a  cousiderable  furce  in  the  neiglibour- 
hood,  obviously  menacing  Ham. 

Fuentes  acrordiugly  sent  that  distinguished  soldier  and 
historian,  Dun  CaJos  Coloma,  with  a  detachment  of  soldiers 
to  Brussels,  with  orders  to  bring  Gomerou  ioto  camp.  He 
was  found  seated  at  supper  with  his  two  young  brothers,  aged 
respectively  sixteen  and  eigliteen  yeai*s,  and  was  just  putting 
a  cherry  into  his  mouth  as  (Vtloma  entered  the  room.  He 
remained  absorbed  in  thought,  ti'ifling  with  the  cherry  without 
eating  it,  which  Don  Carlos  set  down  as  a  proof  uf  guilt. 
The  three  brothers  were  at  once  put  in  a  coach,  together 
with  tlieir  sister,  a  nun  of  the  age  of  twenty,  and  conveyed 
to  the  head-quarters  of  Fuentes,  who  lay  before  Le  Catelet» 
but  six  leagues  from  Ham. 

Meantime  D'Oi*ville  had  completed  his  negotiations  with 
Bouillon,  and  had  agreed  to  surrender  the  fortress  so  soon  as 
the  Spanish  troops  should  be  driven  from  the  town-  The 
duke  knowing  that  there  was  no  time  to  lose,  came  with 
three  thousand  men  before  the  place.  His  summons  to 
Burrender  was  answered  by  a  volley  of  cannon-shot  from 
the  town  defences.  An  assault  was  made  and  repulsed, 
D'Humieres,  a  most  gallant  officer  and  a  favourite  of  King 
Henry,  being  killed,  besides  at  least  two  hundred  stddioi-s. 
The  next  attack  was  successful,  the  town  was  carried,  and 
the  Spanish  garrison  put  to  the  sword. 

D'Orville  then,  before  giving  up  the  citadel,  demanded 
three  hostages  for  the  hves  of  his  three  brothers-in-law. 

The  hostages  availed  him  little.  Fuentes  had  already  sent 
word  to  Gomeron's  mother,  that  if  the  bargain  were  not 
fulfilled  be  would  send  her  the  heads  of  her  three  sons  on 
three  separate  dishes.     The  distracti^d  woman  made  her  way 
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to  D*Orville,  and  fell  at  his  feet  with  tears  and  entreaties 

It  was  too  late,  and  D'Orville,  unable  to  bear  ber  lamentatian% 
suddenly  rushed  from  the  castle,  and  nearly  fell  into  the 
handa  of  the  Spaniards  as  he  fled  from  the  scene.  Two  of 
the  four  cuirassiers,  who  alone  of  the  whole  garrison  accom> 
panied  him,  were  taken  prisoners.  The  governor  escaped 
to  unknown  regions.  ^Madame  de  Gomeron  then  appeared 
before  Fuentes,  and  tried  in  vain  to  soften  him.  De  Gomeron 
was  at  once  beheaded  in  the  sight  of  the  whole  camp.  The 
two  younger  sons  were  retained  in  prison,  but  ultimately 
set  at  liberty."  The  town  and  citadel  were  thus  permanently 
acquired  by  their  lawful  king,  who  was  said  to  be  more 
afllictod  at  the  death  of  D'Humieres  than  rejoiced  at 
capture  of  Ham. 

Meantime  Colonel  Verdugo,  royal  governor  of  Friesl« 
whose  occupation  in  those  provinces,  now  so  nearly  recovered 
by  the  republic,  was  gone,  had  led  a  force  of  six  thousand 
foot,  and  t\Yelve  hundred  horse  across  the  French  l)order,  and 
was  besieging  Lu  Ferte  on  the  Cher.  Tlie  siege  wa*  ivlioiAl 
by  Bouillon  on  the  *2tJth  May,  and  the  Spanish  veteran  ww 
26  May,  then  Ordered  to  take  command  in  Burgundy.  But 
1595.  j^jg  ^^y^  TfveTQ  numl>ered.  He  had  been  sick  of 
dysentery  in  Luxemlwurg  during  the  summer,  but  after 
apparent  recovery  died  suddenly  on  the  2nd  September,  and 
of  course  was  supposed  to  have  been  poisoned.**  He  ma 
identiOed  with  the  whole  history  of  the  2setherlaud  wan. 
Bom  at  Talavera  de  la  Beyna,  of  noble  parentage,  as  ho 
asserted — although  his  mother  was  said  to  have  sold  dogs' 
meat,  and  he  himself  when  a  youth  was  a  private  aoldier — 
he  rose  by  steady  conduct  and  hai-d  lighting  to  considembli: 
emineneo  in  his  j)rofession.  He  was  governor  of  HarlflU 
after  the  faraoiis  siege,  and  exerted  himself  with  some  sooom 
to  mitigate  the  ferocity  of  the  Spaniards  towards  the  Nether* 
landers  at  that  epoch.  He  was  marshal-general  of  tlie  camp 
under  Don  John  of  Austria,  and  distinguished  himself  at  the 
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buttle  of  Geinbloiirs.  He  succeeded  Count  EeDiiebeig  aa 
governor  of  Frieslaud  and  Gronmgeii,  and  bore  a  manful 
part  ill  most  of  the  rough  business  tliat  had  been  gomg  on 
for  a  generation  of  mankind  among  those  blood-stained  wolds 
and  morasses.  He  was  often  victorious,  and  quite  as  often 
Boundly  defeated ;  but  ho  cnjnycd  campaigning,  and  was  a 
glutton  of  work.  Ho  cared  little  for  parade  and  ceremony, 
but  waa  fond  of  recalliog  with  pleasuro  the  days  when  he 
was  a  soldier  at  four  crowns  a  month,  with  an  undivided 
fourth  of  one  cloak,  which  he  and  three  companions  wore 
by  turns  on  holidays.  Although  accused  of  having  at- 
tempted to  procure  the  assassination  of  William  Lewis 
Nassau,  he  was  not  considered  ill-natured,  and  he  pos- 
sessed mucb  admiration  for  Prince  Maurice.  An  iron-clad 
man,  who  had  scarcely  taken  harness  from  his  back  all  his 
life,  he  was  a  type  of  the  Spanish  commanders  who  bad 
implanted  international  hatred  deeply  in  the  Netherland  soul, 
and  who,  now  that  this  result  and  no  other  had  been  accom- 
plished, were  rapidly  passing  away.  Ho  had  been  baptised 
Frmnco,  and  his  family  appellation  of  Yerdugo  meimt  exe- 
cutioner. Punning  on  these  names  he  was  wont  to  say,  that 
be  was  frank  for  all  good  people,  but  a  hangman  for  heretics  ; 
and  be  acted  up  to  his  gibe.*' 

Foiled  at  Ham,  Fuentes  had  returned  to  the  siege  of 
Catelet,  and  liad  soon  reduced  the  place.  He  then  turned 
bis  attention  again  to  Dourlens,  and  invested  that  city. 
During  the  preliminaiy  operations,  another  veteran  com- 
mander in  these  wars,  Valentin  Pardieu  de  la  Motte, 
recently  created  Count  of  Everbecque  by  Philip,  who  had 
been  for  a  long  time  general-ia-chief  of  the  artillery,  and 
was  one  of  the  most  famous  and  experienced  officers  in  the 
Spanish  service,  went  out  one  fine  moonlight  night  to  recon- 
Doitre  the  enemy,  and  to  superintend  the  erection  of  bat- 

ies.  As  he  was  usually  iiither  careless  of  his  pei-soual 
^,  and  rarely  known  to  put  on  his  armom*  when  going 
for  such  purposes  into  the  trenches,  it  was  remarked  with 
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some  surprise,  on  this  occasion,  that  he  ordered  his  page  to 
bring  his  accoutrpments,  and  that  he  armed  himself  cap-a^ 
before  leaWng  his  quarters.  Nevertheless,  before  he  had 
reached  the  redoubt,  a  bullet  from  the  town  struck  him 
between  the  fold  of  his  morion  and  the  edge  of  his  buckler 
and  he  fell  dead  without  uttering  a  sound.** 

Here  again  was  a  great  loss  to  the  king's  service.    Lt 
Motte,  of  a  noble  family  in  Burgundy,  had  been  educated  in 
the  old  fierce  traditions  of  the  Spanish  system  of  warfare 
in  the  Netherlands,  and  had  been  one  of  the  verj-  hardest 
instniraents  that  the  despot  could  use  for  his  bloody  work. 
He  had  commanded  a  company  of  horee  at  the  famous  battle 
of   St  Qubtin,    and  since  that  opening   event    in  Philips  | 
reign  he  had  been  unceasingly  engaged  in  the  Flemish  wars. 
Alva  made  him  a  colonel  of  a  Widloou  regiment ;  the  grand 
commander  Eequesens   appointed  him  governor  of  Grava* 
lines.     On  the  whole  he  had  been  tolerably  faithful  to  his  j 
colours ;  having  changed  sides  but  twice.     After  the  paci£> 
cation  of  Glient  ho  swore  allegiance  to  the  States-General, 
and  assisted  in  the  bombardment  of  the  citadel  of  that  place. 
Soon  afterwards  he  went  over  to  Don  John  of  Austria,  and 
surrendered  to  him  the  town  and   fortress  of  Gravelinea, 
of  which  he  then  continued  governor  in  the  name  of  the  ] 
king.     He  was  fortunate  in  the  accumuhition  of  office  wid 
of  money  ;  rather  unlucky  in   his  campaigning.      He  WM  j 
often  wounded  in  action,  and  usually  defeated  when  com- 
manding in  chiei'.    He  lost  an  arm  at  the  siege  of  Sluys,  ta^d  j 
had   now  lost  his  life  almost  by  an  accident      AUboogh 
twice  married  he  left  no  children  to  inherit  his  great  estatei^ 
while  the  civil  and  miUtary  offices  left  vacant  by  his  death  i 
were  sufficient  to  satisfy  the  claims  of  five  aspiring 
viduals.     The  Count  of  Varax  succeeded  him  as  geoeral 
artillery;  but  it  was  difficult  to  find  a  man  to  replace  La 
Motte,  possessing  exactly  the  qualities  which  had  made  that 
warrior  so  valuable  to  bis  king.     The  type  was  rapidly  disap- 
peariug,  and  most  fortunately  for  humanity,  if  half  the  storied] 
**  Bor,  XU.  39.    Metcren,  35<j,    ColoniJ^  176, 
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told  of  him  by  grave  chroniclers,  accustomed  to  discrimiuate 
between  history  and  goasip,  are  to  be  believed.  lie  had  com- 
mitted more  than  one  cool  homicide.  AUhough  not  rejoicing 
in  the  same  patronymic  fts  his  Spanish  colleague  of  Friesland, 
he  too  was  ready  on  occasion  to  pfffonn  hangman's  work. 
When  sergeant-major  ixi  Flanders,  he  had  himself  volunteered 
— so  ran  the  chronicle — to  do  execution  on  a  {Mjor  wretch 
found  guilty  of  professing  the  faith  of  Calvin;  and,  with  his 
own  hands,  had  prepared  a  fire  of  straw,  tied  his  victim  to 
tiie  stake,  and  burned  him  to  cinders.*'  Another  Netherlander 
for  the  same  crime  of  heresy  had  been  condemued  to  be 
torn  to  death  by  horses.  No  one  could  be  found  to  carry  out 
the  sentence.  The  soldiers  under  La  Motto's  command  broke 
into  mutiny  rather  than  permit  tJiemselves  to  be  used  for 
auch  foul  puri>oses ;  but  the  ardent  young  sergeantrmajor 
came  forwaid,  tied  the  culprit  by  the  arms  and  legs  to  two 
horses,  and  himself  whipped  them  to  their  work  till  it  was 
duly  accomplished,"  Was  it  strange  that  in  Philip's  reign 
euch  energy  shuuld  be  rewarded  by  wealth,  rank,  and  honour  ? 
Was  not  such  a  labourer  in  the  vineyard  worthy  of  his 
Lire? 

Still  anotlier  eminent  chieftain  in  the  king's  service 
disappeared  at  this  time — one  who,  although  unscnipulous 
and  mischiovous  enough  in  his  day,  was  however  not  stained 
by  any  suspicion  of  crimes  like  these.  Count  Charles  Mans- 
feld,  tired  of  governing  his  decrepit  parent  Peter  Ernest, 
who,  since  the  apj>ointment  of  Fuentes,  had  lost  all  further 
chance  of  governing  the  Netherlands,  had  now  left  Philip's 
service  and  gone  to  the  Turkish  wars.  For  Amurath  III., 
Mrho  had  died  in  the  early  days  of  the  year,  had  been  suc- 
ceeded by  a  sultan  as  wai-like  as  himself.  Mahomet  IIL, 
having  strangled  his  nineteen  brothers  on  his  accession,  hand- 
somely buried  them  in  cypress  coffins  by  the  side  of  their 
father,  and  luiving  subsequently  sjicked  and  drowned  leu 
infant  princes  posthumously  born  to  Amurath,"  was  at  leisure 


*  Mftmen,  ubi  ntp.  ^  Ibitt 

»  De  Thou.  XU.  lib.  cxiv.  pp.  500,  teqq.    Compore  Ilerren,  Hi.  476,  477. 
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to  carry  the  war  throiigli   Transylvania  and  Hungary,  up 
to  the  gates  of  Vienna,  with  renewed  energy.     The  Turk, 
who  could  enforce  tlie  strenuous  rules  of  despotism  by  which 
all  secundogenitures  and  coUateral  claimants  in  the  Ottoman 
family  were  thus  provided  for,  was  a  foe  to  be  dealt  with 
seriously.    The  power  of  the  Moslems  at  that  day  was  a  full 
match  for  the  holy  Roman  Empire.     The  days  were  far  dis- 
tant when  the  grixfi  Turk's  head  was  to  become  a  mockery 
and  a  show;   and  when  a  pagan   empire,  born  of  carnage 
and  barbarism,  was  to  be  kept  alive  in  Europe  when  it  ma 
ready  to  die,  by  the  collective  efforts  of  Christian  princen 
Charles  Jlansfeld  had  been  received  with  great   enthmuaioi 
at  the  court  of  Itndolph,  where  he  was  created  a  prince  of 
the  Empire,  and  appointed  to  the  chief  command  of  the 
Imperial  armies  under  the  Archduke  Matthias.     But  his  wfw*« 
fare  was  over.     At  the  siege  of  Gran  he  was  stricken  with 
sickness  and  removed  to  Comom,  where  he  lingered  some 
weeks.     Tliere,  on  the  24th  August,  as  he  lay  half-dozing  on 
hts  couch,  he  was  told  that  the  siege  was  at  last  sncoeftsfiil ; 
upon  wliich  he  called  for  a  goblet  of  wine,  drained  it  eageriy, 
and  then  lay  resting  his  head  on  his  hand,  like  one  absorbed 
in  thought.     When  they  came  to  arouse  him  from  his  reverie 
they  found  that   he  was  dead.*     His  father  still  remained 
superfluous  in  the  Netherlands,  hating  and  hated  by  Fuentes; 
hut  no  longer  able  to  give  that  governor  so  much  annoyance 
as  during  liis  son's  life*time  the  two  had  been  able  to  create 
for  Alexander  Farnese.      The  octogenarian  was   |)ast  work 
and  past  mischief  now  j  but  there  was  one  older  soldier  than 
he  still  left  upon  the  stage,  the  grandest  veteran  in  PhiUp^n 
service,  and  now  the  last  survivor,  except  the  decrepit  Peior 
Ernest,  of  the  grim  commanders  of  Alva^s  school      Cliri»> 
topher  Jilondragon — that  miracle  of  human  euduranoe,  who 
had  been  on  old  man  when  the  great  duke  arrived  in  tlio  I 
Netherlands — was  still  governor  of  Antwerp  citadel,  and  moi  | 
were  to  speak  of  him  yet  once  more  before  he  passed  frora 
the  stage. 

»  Bor,  IV.  30.    lletercn.  349*".    Ve  TUoo,  xii.  523. 
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I  return  from  tliia  digression  to  the  siege  of  Dourlens. 
The  death  of  La  Jlotte  made  no  difference  in  the  plans  of 
Fuentes.  He  waa  determined  to  reduce  the  place  prepara- 
tively  to  more  important  operations.  Bouillon  was  disposed 
to  relieve  it,  and  to  that  end  had  assembled  a  force  of  eight 
thousand  men  within  the  city  of  Amiens.  By  midsummer 
the  Spaniards  had  advanc^ed  with  their  mines  and  galleries 
close  to  the  walls  of  the  city.  Meantime  Admiral  Villars, 
who  had  gained  so  mn<'h  renown  by  tlefending  Rouen  against 
Henry  lY.,  and  who  had  subsequently  made  such  an  excel- 
lent bargain  with  that  monarch  before  entering  liis  service," 
arrived  at  Amiens.  On  the  24di  July  an  expedition  24  July, 
was  sent  from  that  city  towards  Uourlens.  Bouillon  ^^^^' 
and  St.  Pol  commanded  in  person  a  force  of  six  hundred 
picked  cavalry.  VilUirs  and  Sanseval  each  led  half  as  many, 
and  there  was  a  supporting  body  of  twelve  himdred  mus- 
keteers. This  little  army  convoyed  a  train  of  wagons,  con- 
taining ammunition  and  other  supplies  for  the  beleaguered 
tfowm  But  Fuentes,  having  sufficiently  strengthened  his 
works,  sallied  forth  with  two  thousand  inlantry,  and  a  flying 
squadron  of  Spanish  lioree,  to  intercept  them.  It  was  the 
eve  of  St.  James,  the  patron  saint  of  Spain,  at  the  sound  of 
whose  name  aa  a  war-cry  so  many  battle-fields  had  been  won 
iu  the  Netherlands,  so  many  cities  sacked,  so  many  wholesale 
iDiissacres  perpetrated.  Fuentes  rode  in  the  midst  of  his 
t  roups  with  the  royal  ^standard  of  S^min  floating  above  him. 
On  the  other  hand  Villars,  glittering  in  magnitieent  armour 
and  mounted  on  a  superbly  caparisoned  charger,^  came  on, 
with  his  three  hundred  troopers,  as  if  about  to  ride  a  course 
in  a  tournament.  The  battle  which  ensued  was  one  of  the 
most  bloody  for  the  numbers  engaged,  and  the  victory  one  of 


^  He  Lad  boun  receiving  six  thouv  1 
BsnJ  per  munO  ''•■■■"^  'V-  l  i.,,f  ,.i  >.....i!i, 
but  on  reooni  ly 

hIUt  llie  muTT-  <  d  I 

RMUiuul'throbhuiHiic-4ilii<iUrtuadiiucut«, 
•ecurtU  by  es^tuU's  in  Normandy,  ami  ^ 
A   yemrly   ptti8ic>n  of  tbirty  tboiiaand 
dncnta,  logptbcT  with  the  office  of  Ad-  ' 


rnjmj  of  Frrmce.  For  these  coujodera- 
tioiitf  be  had  aiirrendori'd  Rout-n,  Havre 
dc  GniD,  uiid  tbo  cartL'  of  Punt  do 
I'Archf.  —  H<Trcni,  Hi*t.  g».n.  did 
Miindn.  iii.  123. 

5*  "  Muy  vwU)ao  y gvlnn  y  eti  galliu-do 
cavollo."    Colomfl,  ISU. 
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the  most  decisive  recorded  in  this  war.  Villare  charged  pre- 
maturely, furiously,  foolishly.  He  seemed  jealous  of  Bouillon, 
and  disposed  to  show  the  sovereign  to  whom  he  had  so 
recently  given  his  allegiance  that  an  ancient  Leaguer  and 
Papist  was  a  better  soldier  for  his  purpose  than  the  most 
grizzled  Hugneoot  in  his  army.  On  the  other  hand  the 
friends  of  Villars  accused  the  duke  of  faint-heartedness,  or  at 
least  of  an  excessive  desire  to  save  himself  and  his  own  com- 
mand. The  first  impetuous  onset  of  the  admiral  was  sao 
cei«sful,  and  he  drove  half-a-dozen  companies  of  Spaniartls 
before  him.  But  he  had  ventured  too  far  from  higi  supports. 
Bouillon  had  only  intended  a  feint,  instead  of  a  desperate 
I'harge ;  the  Spaniards  were  rallied,  and  the  day  was  save<l  by 
that  cool  and  ready  soldier,  Carlos  Coloma.  In  less  than  an 
hour  the  French  were  utterly  defeated  and  cut  to  piect^s. 
Bouillon  escaped  to  Amiens  with  five  hundred  men;  this  was 
all  that  was  left  of  the  expedition.  The  horse  of  Villara 
was  shot  under  him,  and  the  admiraFs  leg  was  broken  as 
he  fell.  Ho  was  then  taken  prisoner  by  two  lieutenants  of  ^ 
Carlos  Coloma ;  but  wiiile  these  warriors  were  enjoWug,  by 
anticipation,  the  enormous  ransom  they  should  derive  from 
80  illustrious  a  captive,  two  other  lieutenants  in  the  service  of  I 
Marshal  de  Hosnes  came  up  and  claimed  their  share  in  tho 
prize.  While  the  four  were  wrangling,  the  admiral  called 
out  to  them  in  excellent  Spanish  not  to  dispute,  for  he  had 
money  enough  to  satisfy  them  all.  Meantime  the  Spanish 
commissary  -  general  of  cavalry,  Contreras,  came  up,  re- 
buked this  unseemly  dispute  before  the  enemy  had  been  fairly 
routed,  and,  in  order  to  arrange  the  quan*el  impartially, 
ordered  his  page  to  despatch  De  Villars  on  the  spot  The  | 
page,  without  a  word,  placed  his  arquebus  to  the  admiral's 
forehead  and  shot  him  dcatl 

So  perished  a  bold  and  brilliant  soldier,  and  a  most  nn- 
Bcmpulons  politician.     Whetlier  the  cause  of  his  murder  was 
mere  amy  on  the  part  of  the  commissary  at  having  lost  a  j 
splendid  opportunity  for  prize-money,  or  hatred  to  an  ancient  J 
Leaguer  thus  turned  renegade,  it  is  fruitless  now  to  enquire.] 
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Yillars  woultl  liave  paid  two  hundred  thousand  crowns  for  his 
ransom,  so  that  tho  assassination  was  had  as  a  mercantile 
speculation ;  but  it  was  pretended  by  the  fi'iends  of  Contreras 
that  rescue  was  at  han<h  It  is  certain,  however,  that  nothing 
was  attempted  by  the  French  to  re<leem  their  total  overthrow. 
Count  Bolin  was  wounded,  and  fell  into  the  Lands  of  Coloma. 
Sanseval  woa  killed;  and  a  long  list  of  some  of  the  most 
brilliant  nobles  in  France  was  published  by  the  Spaniards  as 
having  perished  on  that  bloody  field.  This  did  not  prevent 
a  large  number  of  thtse  victims,  however,  from  enjoying 
excellent  health  for  many  long  years  afterwards,  although 
their  deaths  have  been  duly  recorded  in  chronicle  from  that 
day  to  our  own  times.** 

But  Villars  and  Sanseval  were  certainly  slain,  and  Fuontes 
sent  their  bodies,  with  a  courteous  letter,  to  tho  Duke  of 
Nevers,   at   Amiens,    who    honoui-ed   them   with  a  stately 

'  funeral.*' 

There  was  much  censure  cast  on  both  Bouillon  and 
Villars  respectively  by  tho  antagonists  of  each  chieftain  ;  and 
the  contest  as  to  the  cause  of  tho  defeat  was  almost  as  ani- 
mated as  the  skirmish  itself.  Bouillun  was  censured  for 
g^dging  a  victory  to  the  Catholics,  and  thus  leaving  the 
admiral  to  his  fate.  Yut  it  is  certain  that  the  Huguenot 
duke  lumself  commanded  a  s^piadron  composed  almost  eu- 

I  iirely  of  papists.   Villars,  on  the  other  hand,  was  censured  for 
rashness,  obstinacy,  and  greediness  for  distinction ;  yet  it  is  pro- 


'  Bor,   rV.   28-30.     Meteron,  3,16, 
mq<I.    Coloma,  180.  tti^o.    Bentivo^lio, 

>  411.  412.  113.    Be  TLou.  liL  tiii, 
I  foqa. 

I      Ootmt  Lcwu  Nasaau  wrote  to  hia 

>  bmlLcr  Johu  that  beaidee  the  ndiuirul 
(ViUftrs),  Dot  more  thftn  three  or  fit 

I  most   fuar   uobloa  of  dLstinctioQ   pe- 
riMhf<l.     Hm  aUo  ftscrilic'a  the  defeat 
I  entirt-ly  to    the   fool  hard  iuess    of  the 
I  Frtiicb,  who,  according  to  hia  state- 
ment, fluiret'd  up  hill  and  Uixough  a 
nnrriw  njatt,  with  a  force  of  one  thou- 
1  «aod  &ot  aud  tlaree  hundred  cavalry, 
I  against  the  enemy's  whole  nnny,  drawn 
in  batUe  array,  and  conaiitting  of 


two  thoo^nd  horse  and  ten  tboii«ind 
infantry,  well  provided  witJi  artillerv. 
Certainly  the  resull  of  siicb  an  eii- 
counttT  coiUd  hardly  he  doubtful,  but 
Count  Lewis  was  not  in  the  battle,  nor 
iu  Fmnco  at  tho  time,  and  tho  newa 
received  by  him  was  probably  inac- 
curate. 

I  Imve  preferred  to  rely  mainly  on 
Curloa  Coloma,  who  fought  in  tho  ao- 
tiou,  uptm  De  Thou,  and  upon  tbo 
Dutch  chroniclers,  Bor,  Mett-ren,  and 
others. 

See  Groen  v,  Prinaterer.  (Archive* 
n.  Serie,  i.  342.) 

"Ibid. 
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bable  that  Faentes  might  have  been  defeated  had  the  chai^ges 
of  BoniUon  been  as  determined  and  frequent  as  were  those  of 
his  colleague.     Savigny  de  Bosnes,  too,  the  ancient  Leaguer 
who  commanded  under  Fuentes,  was  accused  of  not  haTing 
sufficiently  followed  up  the  victory,  because  unwilling  that 
his  Spanish  friends  should   entirely  trample  upon  his  own 
countrymen.    Yet  there  is  no  doubt  whatever  that  De  Romes 
was  as  bitter  an   enemy  to  his  own  country  as  the  mort 
fervicious  Spaniard  of  them  all.    It  has  rarely  been  found  in 
civil  war  that  the  man  who  draws  his  sword  against  liii 
fatherland,  under  the  banner  of  the  foreigner,  is  actuated  by 
any  lingering  tenderness  for  the  nation  he  betrays;  and  the 
renegade  Frenchman  was  in  truth  the  animating  spirit  of 
Fuentos  during  the  whole  of  his  brilliant  campaign-    The 
Spanianl's  victories  were,  indeed,  mainly  attributable  to  ft^ 
experience,  the  genius,  and  the  rancour  of  De  Rosnes.** 

But  delates  over  a  lost  battle  are  apt  to  be  barren.  Meaa— 
31  July,  time  Fuentes,  losing  no  time  in  controversy,  ad- 
1 595.  Tanced  upon  the  city  of  Dourlens,  was  repulsed  twic^, 
and  carried  it  on  the  third  assault,  exactly  one  week  after  th^ 
action  just  recounted.  The  Spaniards  and  Leaguers,  howling 
*'  lvomomlH?r  Ham ! "  butchered  without  mercy  the  garrisoJ* 
and  all  the  citizens,  save  a  small  number  of  prisoners  likely 
to  be  lucrative.  Six  hundred  of  the  townspeople  and  tw^*> 
thousand  five  himdred  French  soldiers  were  killed  within  ^ 
few  hours.  Well  had  Fuentes  profited  by  the  relationship  an*^ 
tuition  of  Alva ! 

The  Count  of  Dinant  and  his  brother  De  Ronsoy  were  bot^* 
slain,  and  two  or  three  hundred  thousand  florins  were  paid  i^ 
ransom  by  those  who  escaped  with  life.  The  victims  wer^ 
all  buried  outside  of  the  town  in  one  vast  trench,  and  th^ 
effluvia  bred  a  fever  which  carried  off  most  of  the  surviving 
inhabitants.     Dourlens  became  for  the  time  a  desert.^ 

Fueutes  now  received  deputies  with  congratulations  froc*' 
the  obedient  provinces,  especially  from  Hainault,  Artois,  an^ 
Lille.     He  was  also  strongly  urged  to  attempt  the  immediate 

"  De  Tlioii,  Bor,  Coloma,  Bcntivoglio,  ei  al     TJbi  mpra.  "  IbiA 
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]«ductiun  of  Cambray,  to  wliioli  end  those  envoys  were  em- 
"^wered  to  offer  contributions  of  four  liiindred  and  fifty 
thousand  florins  and  a  contingent  of  seven  thousand  infantry. 
Berlaymont,  too,  bishop  of  Touniay  and  ai-chbishop  of  Cam- 
bray,  was  ready  to  advance  forty  thousand  florins  in  the  same 
cause. 

Fuentes,  in  the  hi^rhest  possible  spirits  at  his  success,  and 
having  just  been  reinforced  by  Count  Buoquoy  with  a  fre«h 
AValloon  regiment  of  fifteen  hundred  foot  and  with  eight 
hundred  and  fifty  of  the  mutineers  from  Tirlemont  and 
J[JLapelle,  who  were  among  the  choicest  of  Spanish  veterans, 
not  disposed  to  let  the  grass  grow  under  his  feet.  Within 
four  days  after  the  sack  of  Dourlens  he  broke  up  his  camp, 
and  came  before  Cam  bray  with  an  army  of  twelve  thousand 
foot  and  nearly  four  thousand  horse.  But  before  narrating 
the  farther  movements  of  the  vigoroua  new  governor-general, 
it  is  necessary  to  glance  at  the  military  operations  in  the 
eastern  part  of  the  Nethcrlandg  and  ui>on  the  Rhine. 

The  States-General  had  reclaimed  to  their  autliority  nearly 
all  that  important  region  lying  beyond  the  Yssel — the  solid 
Frisian  bulwark   of  the   republic — but    there   were  certain 
points  nearer  the  line  where  Upper  and  Nether  Germany 
almost  blend  into  one,  which  yet  acknowledged  the  name  of 
the  king.     The  city  of  Grcjenlo,  or  Grol,  not  a  place  of  much 
interest  or  importance  in  itself,  but  close  to  the  ujuij, 
frontjer,  and  to  that  destined  land  of  debate,  the  *^^^' 
duchies  of  Cleves,  Jnliers,  and  Berg,  still  retained  its  Spanish 
garrison.     On  the  14th  July  Prince  I^Faiirice  of  Nassau  came 
before  the  city  with  six  thousand  infantry,  some  companies  of 
cavalry,  and  sixteen  pieces  of  artillery.     He  made  his  ap- 
proaches in  form,  and  after  a  week's  operations  he  21  July, 
fired   three  volleys,  according  to  his  custom,  and  ^''^^' 
summoned  the  place  to  capitulate."  Governor  Jan  van  iStinim 
replied  stoutly  that  he  would  huld  the  place  for  God  and  the 
king  to  the  last  drop  of  his  blood.    Meantime  there  was  hope 
of  help  from  the  outside. 

»  Bor.  XII.  42. 
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Maurice  was  a  vigorous  young  commander,  bat  there  was 
a  man  to  be  dealt  with  who  had  been  called  the  **  good  oM 
Mondragon  "  when  the  prince  was  in  his  cradle ;  and  who  rtill 
governed  the  citadel  of  Antwerp,  and  was  still  ready  for  an 
active  campaign. 

Christopher  ^londragon  was  now  ninety-two  yeara  old. 
Not  often  in  the  world's  history  has  a  man  of  that  age  been 
capable  of  personal  participation  in  the  joys  of  the  battle- 
field, whatever  natural  relnctance  veterans  are  apt  to  manifest 
at  relinquishing  high  military  control. 

But  Mondragon  looked  not  with  envy  but  with  admiration 
on  the  growing  fame  of  the  Nassau  chieftain,  and  was  dii»- 
posed,  before  he  himself  left  the  stage,  to  match  himself  with 
tlie  young  champion- 
So  soon  as  he   heard   of  the  intended  demonstration  of 
Maurice  against  Grol,  the  ancient  governor  of  Antwerp  col- 
lected a  little  army  by  throwing  together  all  the  troops  that 
could  be  spared  from  tlie  various  garrisons  within  his  com- 
mand.    With  two  Spanish  regiments,  two   thousand  Swiss, 
tlie  Walloon  troops  of  DeGrisons,  and  the  Irish  regiment  of 
Stanley — in  all  seven  thousand  foot  and  thirteen  hundn?d 
horse — !RIondragon  marched  straight  across  Brabant  and  Gel- 
derland  to  the  Rhine.   At  Kaiserwerth  he  reviewed  his  forces, 
and  announced   his   intention   of  immediately  crossing  the 
river.     There  was  a  murmur  of  disapprobation  among  officew 
and  men  at  what  they  considered  tlie  fooUmrdy  scheme  of 
mad  old  JMondragon,     But  the  general  had  not  campaigned 
a  generation  before,  at  the  age  of  sixty-nine,  in  tlie  bottom 
of  the  sea,  and  waded  chin-deep  for  six  hours  long  of  an 
October  night,  in  the  face  of  a  rising  tide  from  the  German 
Ocean  and  of  an  army  of  Zeelanders,  to  be  frightened  now  at 
the  summer  as]XK3t  of  the  peaccfiil  Bliine. 

The  wizened  little  old  man,  walking  with  difliculty  by  th»^ 
aid  of  a  staff,  but  armed  in  proof,  with  plumes  waving  gal* 
iantly  from  his  iron  headpiece,  and  with  his  rapier  at  liis  side, 
ordered  a  chair  to  be  brought  to  the  rivers  edge.  Then 
calmly  seating  himself  in  the  presence  of  his  host,  he  stated 
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that  he  slmulil  not  rise  from  that  chair  until  the  last,  man 
had  crossed  tlie  river.^  Furthermore,  he  observed  that  it 
was  not  only  his  purpose  to  reh'eve  the  city  of  Grol,  hut 
to  bring  Maurice  to  an  action,  and  to  defeat  hini,  unless 
he  retired.  The  soldiers  ceased  to  murmur,  the  pouttxins 
were  laid,  the  river  was  ptissed,  and  on  the  25th  25  July, 
July,  Maurice,  hearing  of  the  veteran's  approach,  ^^^^' 
and  not  feeling  safe  in  his  position,  raised  the  siege  of  the 
city.*  Burning  his  camp  and  everything  that  could  not  be 
taken  with  hira  on  his  march,  the  prince  came  in  perfect 
order  to  Borkelo,  twoButcli  miles  from  Grol.  Here  he  occu- 
pied himself  for  some  time  in  clearing  the  country  of  brigands 
who  in  the  guise  of  soldiers  infested  that  region  and  made 
the  little  cities  of  Deutocom,  Anholt,  and  Heerenberg  unsafe. 
He  ordered  the  inhabitants  of  these  places  to  send  out  detach- 
ments to  beat  the  buslies  for  his  cavalry,  while  Hohenlo  was 
ordered  to  hunt  the  heaths  and  wolds  thoroughly  with  packs 
of  bloodhounds  imtil  every  man  and  beast  to  be  found  Imking 
in  those  wild  regions  should  be  extirpated.  By  these  vigorous 
and  cruel,  but  perhaps  necessary,  measures  the  brigands  were 
at  last  extirjiated,  and  honest  people  began  to  sleep  in  their 
beds.* 

On  the  18th  August  Maurice  took  up  a  strong  position  at 
Bislich,  not  far  from  Wesel,  where  the  River  Lippo  is  Angiut, 
empties  itself  into  the  Rhine.  Mondragon,  with  ^^®^- 
his  army  strengthened  by  reinforcements  from  garrisons  in 
Gelderland,  and  by  four  hundred  men  brought  by  Frederic 
Tan  den  Berg  from  Crrol,  had  advanced  to  a  place  called 
Wulston  in  den  Ilam,  in  the  neighbourhood  of  WeseL  The 
Lippo  flowed  between  the  two  hostile  forces.  Although  he 
had  broken  up  his  siege,  the  prince  was  not  disposed  to  re- 
nounce his  whole  campaign  before  trying  conclusions  with  his 
veteran  antagonist.  He  accordingly  arranged  an  ambush  with 
much  skill,  by  means  of  which  he  hoped  to  bring  on  a  general 
engagement  and  destroy  Mondi-agon  and  his  little  army. 

»•  Camero,  lib.  li.  cap.  xvi.  p.  374.  **  IbiJ. ;  oonipftre  Bor,  XII.  42. 

»  Bor,  IV.  43. 
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His  cousin  and  favourite  lieutenant,  Philip  Nassau,  vm 

1  Sept.     entrusted  with  the   preliminaries.      That  odreiiH 
^''^^'       tnroiTS  commander,  with  a  picked  force   of  seven 

hundred  cavalry,  moved  quietly  from  the  camp  on  the  even?- 
ing  of  the  Ist  September.  He  took  with  him  his  two 
younger  brothers,  Ernest  and  Lewis  Gunther,  who,  as  has 
been  seen,  had  received  the  promise  of  the  eldest  brotlierof 
the  family,  WiUbra  Ijewis,  that  they  should  be  emploT«l 
from  time  to  time  in  any  practical  work  that  might  be  goio^ 
forward.  Besides  these  young  gentlemen,  several  of  the 
most  famous  English  aod  Dutch  commanders  were  on  the 
expedition  j  the  brothers  Paul  and  Mareellus  Bax,  Captuos 
Parker,  Cutler,  and  Robert  Vere,  brother  of  Sir  Fr 
among  the  number. 

Early  in  the  morning  of  the  2nd  September  the  foiw 

2  F«pt.     crossed  the  Lippe,  according  to  orders,  keeping  a 
1595,      pontoon  across  tlie  stream  to  secure  their  retieaL 

They  had  instructions  thus  to  feel  the  enemy  at  early  dawn, 
and,  as  he  was  known  to  have  foraging  pariios  out  eTefjT 
morning  along  the  margin  of  the  river,  to  make  a  suddsa 
descent  upon  their  pickets,  and  to  capture  those  compaoMB 
before  they  could  effect  their  escape  or  be  reinforced.  Afie^ 
wards  they  were  to  retreat  across  the  Lippe,  followed,  aa  ti 
was  hoped  would  bo  the  case,  by  the  troops  of  MondfagoOt 
anxious  to  {lunish  tliis  piece  of  audacity.  Meantime  Maiuioo 
with  fivo  thousand  infantry,  the  rest  of  his  cavahry,  nod 
several  pieces  of  artillery,  awaited  their  coming,  posted  behinl 
some  hills  in  the  neighbourhood  of  VVeseL 

The  plot  of  the  young  commander  was  an  exeelletit 
but  the  ancient  campaigner  on  the  other  side  of  the  river 
bad  not  come  all  the  way  from  his  comfortable  quart«]s 
in  Antwei-p  to  be  caught  napping  on  that  September  morn- 
ing. Mondragon  had  received  accurate  infommtiou  (nm 
his  scouts  as  to  what  was  going  on  in  the  enemy's  camp,  and 
as  to  the  exact  position  of  Maurice.  He  was  up  long  helora 
duybreidv — "the  good  old  Christopher" — and  himself 
sonally  arranged  a  counter-ambush.     In  the  fields  h 
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.little  back  from  tbe  imraediate  neigLboiirliood  of  the  Lippo 
posted  the  mass  of  his  cavalry,  Bupported  by  a  well-coii- 
cealod  furce  of  inliiiitry,     The  pickets  on  tlie  stream  and  the 
foragmg  comjiaoies  wore  left  to  do  their  xisual  work  as  if 
nothing  were  likely  to  happea. 

Philip  Nassau   galloped  cheerfully  forward,  accordiug  to 

»the  well-concerted  plan,  sending  Cutler  and  Marcelhis  Bax 
with  a  handfiil  of  troopers  to  pounce  upon  the  enemy's  picketj*. 
When  those  oBQcers  got  to  the  usual  foraging  ground  tliey 
came  upon  a  much  larger  cavalry  force  than  they  had  lookt^-d 
,      for;  and,  suRpecting  something  wrong,  dashed  back  again  to 

■  give  information  to  Count  Philip.  That  impatient  commander, 
feeling  sure  of  Ids  game  unless  this  foolish  delay  should  give 
the  fora^ng  companies  time  to  escape,  ordered  an  immediate 
advance  with  his  whole  cavalry  force.  The  sberiiT  of  Zallant 
was  ordered  to  lead  the  way.      He  objected  that  the  pass, 

L   leading  through  a  narrow  lane  and  opening  by  a  gate  into  an 
I  open  field,  was  impassable  for  more  than  two  troopers  abreast, 
and  that  the  enemy  was  in  force  beyond.     Philip,  scorning 
these  words   of  caution,    and   exclaiming  that  seventy-five 
lancers  were  enough  to  put  fifty  carabineers  to  rout,  put  ou 
fe  his  casque,  di-ew  his  sword,  and  sending  liia  brother  Lewis  to 
r   jmmmon  Kinski  and  Donck,  dashed   into  the  pass,  accom- 
panied by  the  two  counts  and  a  couple  of  other  nobles.     The 
sherifl',  seeing  this,  followed  him  at  full  gallop,  and  after  liim 

■  came  the  troopers  of  Barchon,  of  Du  Bois,  and  of  I'aul  Bax, 
W  riding  single  file  but  in  much  disorder.     When  they  had  all 

entered  inextricably  into  the  lane,  with  the  foremost  of  the 

lancers  already  passing  through  the  gate,  they  discovered  the 

n     enemy's  cavalry  and  infantry  drawn  up  in  force  upon  the 

H  watery,  heathery  pastures  beyond.     There  was  at  on(.*e   a 

^^■tosie  of  confusion.    To  use  lances  was  imp)ssible,  while  they 

^WwB   all   struggling  together  through   the  narrow  pissage, 

offering  themselves  an  easy  prey  to  the  enemy  as  they  slowly 

emerged  into  the  fields.    The  foremost  defended  themselves 

with  sabre  and  pistol  as  well  as  they  could.     The  hindmost 

did  their  best  to  escape,  and  rode  for  their  lives  to  the  other 
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side  of  the  river.   Ail  trampled  upon  each  other  and  impeded 
each  others  movements.     There  was  a  brief  engagemeu$j 
bloody,  desperate,  hand  to  han^,  and  many  Spauiaids  fe 
before  tlie  entrapped  Netherlanders.     But  there  could  not 
a  moment's  doubt  as  to  the  issue.     Count  Philip  went  doT! 
in  the  beginning  of  the  action,  sliot  through  the  body  by  asl 
arquebus,  discharged  so  close  to  him  that  his  clothes  were 
set  on  fire.     As  there  was  no  water  within  roach  the  flames 
could  be  extinguished  at  last  only  by  rolling  him  over 
over,  wounded  as  he  was,  among  the  sand  and  lioather. 
Ernest  Solms  was  desperately  wounded  at  the  same  thoo 
For  a  moment   both   gentlemen   attempted    to   effect  theil 
escape  by  moimting  on  one  horse,  but  both  fell  to  the  groaiuli 
exhausted  and  were  taken  prisoners.    Ernest  Nassau  was  also  J 
captured.    His  young  brother,  Lewis  Gunther,  saved  himsell 
by  swimming  the  river.    Count  Kinski  was  mortally  woanded»1 
Kobert  Yere,  too,  fell  into  the  enemy's  hands,  and  was  after* 
wards  murdered   in  cold  blood-     Marcellus  Bax,  who  hid 
returned  to  the  field  by  a  circuitous  path,  still  under 
delusion  that  ho  was  about  handsomely  to  cut  off  the  rfitr 
of  the  foraging  companies,  saved  himself  and  a  handful 
cavalry  by  a  rapid  flight,  so  soon  as  he  discovered  the  enemj 
drawn  up  in  line  of  battle.     Cutler  and  Parker  won>  equaOj 
fortunate.     There  was  less  than  a  hundred  of  the  Statea' 
troops  killed,  and  it  is  probable  that  a  larger  number  of  tlw 
Spaniards  fell.     But  the  loss  of  Philip  Nassau,  despite  the 
debauched  life  and  somewhat  reckless  valour  of  that  soildjeri 
was  a  very  severe  one  to  the  army  and  to  his  family. 
was  conveyed  to  Eheinberg,  where  his  wounds  were  draasod*.^ 
As  ho  lay  dying  he  was  courteously  visitcni  by  MondimgOii,| 
and  by  many  other  Spanish  oflicers,  anxious  to  pay  theif 
respects  to  so  distinguished  and  warlike  a  member  of 
trious  house.     lie  received  them  with  <lignity,  and  i 
his  physical  agony  so  as  to  respond  to  their  converBation  as 
became  a  Na«;sau.     His  cousin,  Frederic  van  den  Berg,  wl>» 
was   among  the  visitors,  indecently  taunted   him   with  hi* 
position ;  asking  him  what  he  had  expected  bj  sorvtng  the 


DEATH  OF  PHILff  NASSAU. 

e&use  of  the  Beggai-s.  Philip  turned  from  him  with  impa- 
tience and  bade  him  Iiold  his  peace.     At  midnight  ho  died. 

M'iUiara  of  Orange  and  bis  three  bretlireii  had  already  laid 
down  their  lives  for  the  repuhlic,  and  now  his  eldest  brothers 
Bon  had  died  in  the  same  cause.  "  He  has  carried  the  name 
of  Nassau  with  honour  into  the  grave,"  said  his  brother, 
Lewis  William,  to  their  fiither.^"^  Ten  others  of  the  house, 
besides  many  collateral  relations,  were  still  in  arms  for  their 
adopted  country.  Rarely  in  history  has  a  single  noble  race 
80  entirely  identified  itself  with  a  nation's  record  in  its  must 
heroic  epoch  as  did  that  of  Orange-Nassau  with  the  libera- 
tion of  Holland. 

Young  Ernest  Solms,  brother  of  Count  Everard,  lay  in  the 
same  chamber  with  Philip  Nassau,  and  died  on  the  follo^inng 
day.  Their  bodies  were  sent  by  Mondragon  with  a  courteous 
letter  to  3Iaurice  at  Bisslieh.  Ernest  Nassau  was  subse- 
quently ransomed  for  ten  thousand  tloriiis.^ 

This  skirmish  on  the  Lippe  has  no  special  significance  in 
a  military  point  of  view,  but  it  derives  more  than  a  passing 
interest,  not  only  from  the  death  of  many  a  brave  and  dis- 
tinguished soldier,  but  for  the  illustration  of  human  vigour 
triumphing,  both  physically  and  mentally,  over  the  infirmi- 
ties of  old  age,  given  by  the  achievement  of  Christopher 
Mondragon.  Alune  he  had  planned  his  exjwdition  across 
the  country  from  Antwerp,  alone  he  had  insisted  on  crossing 
the  Khine,  while  younger  sokliers  hesitated ;  alone,  with  his 
o>vn  active  brain  and  busy  hands,  ho  had  outwitted  the 
famous  young  chieftain  of  the  Netlierlands,  counteracted  his 
Bobtle  policy,  and  set  the  counter-ambush  by  which  his 
choicest  cavalry  were  cut  to  pieces,  and  one  of  his  bravest 
generals  slain.  So  far  could  the  icy  blood  of  ninety-two 
prevail  against  the  vigour  of  twenty-eight. 

The  two  armies  lay  over  against  each  other,  with  the  river 
between  them,  for  some  days  longer,  but  it  was  obvious  that 

Gruen  v.  Ptinsterer.    (Archives  I.  I  xi.  xvi.  p.  574,  W77.    Bcnlivoj,'liu,422, 
_  I  tftrit*,  aio.j  I  423.     Diiyck.  BSi-CSB;  ure  chief  nu- 

"*•  Bor.  IV.  42-44.  Meteren,  3r,l"».  thorities  for  the  incidenta  of  this  skir- 
Bfjd,  XL271.    Colomn,  11)2.   Carnero,    mlsh. 
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notMng  further  would  be  attempted  on  either  side.  Mon- 
dragon  had  accomplished  the  object  for  which  he  had 
marched  froni  Brabant.  He  had  spoiled  the  autamn  cam- 
paign of  Maurice,  and  was  now  disposed  to  return  before 
winter  to  hia  own  quarters.  He  sent  a  trumpet  accordingly 
to  his  antagonist,  begging  him,  half  in  jest,  to  hare  mare 
consideration  for  his  infirmities  than  to  keep  him  out  in  his 
old  age  in  such  foul  weather,  but  to  allow  him  the  military 
lionour  of  being  last  to  break  up  camp.  Should  Mauiioe 
constant  to  move  away,  Mondragon  was  ready  to  ple^lge  him- 
Belf  not  to  pursue  him,  and  within  three  days  to  le&ve  his 
own  entrenchments. 

The  proposition  was  not  granted,  and  xery  soon  afterwards 
II  Ovt.     the  Spaniard,  deciding  to  retire,  crossed  the  Rhine  i 
^^^''-        on   the   11th   Odober,      JIaurice    made  a  aliglit 
attempt  at  pursuit,  sending  Count  William  Lewis  with  aomt , 
cavalry,  who  succeeded  in  cutting  off  a  few  wagons.     Thdl 
army,  however,  returned  safely,  to  be  dispersed  into  various 
garrisons.^* 

Tills  was  Moiidragon's  last  feat  of  arms.    Less  tlian  three 
3  Jan.      months    after^vards,    in  Antwerp    citadel,   as   th«>j 
1696.      veteran  was  washing  his  hands  previously  to  going ' 
to  the  dinner-table,  he  sat  down  and  died.**    Strange  to  ser, 
this  man — who  had  spent  almost  a  century  on  the  battle- 1 
field,  who  had  lx?en  a  soldier  in  nearly  every  war  that  bed 
been  waged  in  any  part  of  Europe  during  that  moet  bel« 
ligerent  age,  who  had  come  an  old  man  to  the  Netherlaadi 
before  Alva's  arrival,  and  had  ever  since  been  constantly  aad 
personally  engaged  in  the  vast  Flemish  tragedy  wliich  hid 
now  lasted  well  nigh  thirty  years — had  never  himself  lort  a 
drcjp  of  blood.     His  battle-fields  had  been  on  land  and  water^ 
ou  ice,  in*  fire,  and  at  the  bottom  of  the  sea,  but  he  had  ne?er , 
received  a  wound.    Nay,  more;  he  had  been  blown  up  in  a  j 
fortress — the  castle  of  Danvilliers  in  Luxembourg,  of  whicii  be 
was  governor — where  all  perished  save  his  wife  and  himself, 

**  fViT.   Melerpn.   E4^v<l.  Colomn.  Carnero.   fientivoglio,   Dnyok.     M»«*«|» 
*"  R*.r,  IV.  107. 
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and,  when  they  came  to  dig  among  the  ruins,  they  excavated 
at  last  the  ancient  couple,  protected  by  the  framework  of  a 
window  in  the  embrasure?  of  which  they  had  been  seated, 
without  a  scratch  or  a  bruise.*^  He  was  a  Biscayan  by 
descent,  but  born  in  Medina  del  Campo.  A  strict  dis- 
ciplinarian, very  resolute  and  pertinacious,  he  had  the  good 
fortuue  to  be  beloved  by  his  iuferiors,  his  equals,  and  his 
superiors.  He  was  called  the  father  of  his  soldiers,  the  good 
Mondragon,  and  his  name  was  unstained  by  any  of  those 
deeds  of  ferocity  which  make  the  chronicles  of  the  time 
resemble  rather  the  history  of  wolves  than  of  men.  To  a 
married  daughter,  mother  of  several  children,  he  left  a  con- 
siderable fortune.** 

Maurice  broke  up  his  camp  soon  after  the  departure  of  his 
antagonist,  and  paused  for  a  few  days  at  Arnheim  to  give 
honourable  burial  to  his  cousin  Philip  and  Count  tSolms. 
Aleantime  Sir  Francis  Vere  was  detached,  with  throe  regi- 
ments, which  were  to  winter  in  Ovcrysscl,  towards  Weerd 
castle,  situate  at  a  league's  distance  from  Ysselsburg,  and 
defended  by  a  garrison  of  twenty-six  men  under  Captain 
Pruys.  Tltat  doughty  commandant,  on  being  summoned  to 
sunender,  obstinately  refused.  Vere,  according  to  Maurice's 
orders,  then  0|)ened  with  his  artillery  against  the  place,  wliich 
on  capitulated  in  great  panic  and  confusion.     The  captain 

"^enmndt'd  the  honours  of  war.  Vere  told  him  in  reply  that 
the  honoura  of  war  were  halters  for  the  garrison  who  had 
dared  to  defend  such  a  hovel  against  artillery.  The  twenty- 
six  were  accordingly  ordered  to  draw  black  and  white  straws, 
Tliis  was  done,  and  the  twelve  drawing  white  straws  were 
immediately  hanged ;   the  tliirteenth  receiving  his  life  on 

/Consentuig  to  act  as  executioner  for  his  comrades.  The 
commandant  was  despatched  tirst  of  all.  The  rope  broke, 
but  tho  English  soldiers  held  him  under  the  water  of  the 

*'  Bur.  IV.  107.    Camcro,  378,  379.  (  an    indontiition ;    looking    plaLn   and 

*>  Bor,  IV.  1G7.  j  practicftl  ciiougli  among  tlio  holiday 

In  till'  Ambraa  MuHiEUm  in  llm  Im-  |  Buitsi  of  Bteel  inlaid  with  pold,  which 

pcrial    BelvedGro    nala*^    nt    Vienna  '  make  thia   colkn-tion  of  ohl  armonr 

mny  still  be  seen  a  nlack,  hntterf<l.  old     the  moat  reinarkaWo  in  the  world, 

iron  cftrek't  of  Mondmfjnn,  with  ranny 
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ditch  mitil  he  was  dro\\Tiecl.     The  castle  was  then  thoroughly 
sacked,  the  women  being  sent  unharmed  to  Ysselsburg.** 

I^riinrice  then  shipped  the  remainder  of  his  troops  along 
the  Rhine  and  Waal  to  their  %nnter  quarters  and  retnmed  to  \ 
the  Hague.     It  was  the  feeblest  year's  work  yet  done  by  the  j 
stadholder. 

^leantime  his  great  ally,  the  Huguenot-Catholic  Prince  of  I 
Beanie,  was  making  a  dashing,  and,  on  the  whole^  socoeaifal 
eanipaign  in  the  lieart  of  his  own  kingdom.  The  constable 
of  Castile,  Don  Ferdinando  do  Velasco,  one  of  Spain's  richest 
grandees  and  poorest  generals,  had  been  sent  with  an  army  «if 
ten  thousand  men  to  take  the  field  in  Burgundy  against  ihe 
man  with  whom  the  great  Farnese  had  been  measuring 
swords  so  lately,  and  with  not  unmingled  success,  in  Picardy. 
Biron,  with  a  sudden  sweep,  took  possession  of  Aussone,  ^H 
Autun,  and  Beaune,  but  on  one  adventurous  day  found  him-  ^^ 
self  so  deeply  engaged  with  a  superior  force  of  the  enemy  ia 
the  neighbourhood  of  Fontaine  Fran^aise,  or  St.  Seine,  where 
France  8  great  river  takes  ita  rise,  as  to  be  nearly  cut  ofl*  and 
captured.  But  Henry  himself  was  already  in  tlie  field,  and 
by  one  of  those  mad,  reckless  impulses  which  made  him  eo 
adorable  as  a  soldier  and  yet  so  profoundly  censurable  as  a 
commauder-iu-chief,  he  flung  himself,  like  a  young  lieuteuaot, 
with  a  mere  handful  of  cavalry,  into  the  midst  of  the  fight, , 
and  at  the  imminent  peril  of  his  own  life  succeeded  iu  rt«-j 
cuing  the  marshal  and  getting  oil' again  unscathed.  On  otbt-r 
occasions  Henry  said  he  had  fought  for  victory,  but  on  thai  | 
for  dear  life ;  and,  even  as  in  the  famous  and  foolish  akinniah 
at  Aumale  three  years  before,  it  was  absence  of  enterpriae  or 
lack  of  corLhality  on  the  part  of  his  antagonists,  thai  akme 
prevented  a  captive  king  from  being  exhibited  as  a  trophy  of 
triumph  fur  the  expiring  League," 

But  the  constable  of  Castile  was  not  bom  to  cheer  tha  | 
liourt  of  hia  prudent  master  with  such  a  magnificent  spectade, 
Velasoo  fell  back  to  Gray  and  obstinately  refused  to  stir  fnim 

«  Bor,IV.47.  131. 

«  Ibid.  52,  seqq.     L'e  Thou,  xii.  359-361,  K*jq,  1.  112.    Pcr^fixe.  191.  l«. 
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his  entrenchments,  while  Henry  before  his  eyes  laid  siege  to 
Dijon.  On  the  28th  June  the  capital  of  Burgundy  28  June, 
surrendered  to  its  sovereign,  hut  no  t<?inijtatiou8  ^*'^''' 
could  induce  the  coustable  to  try  the  cluincc  of  a  hattli*.''^ 
Henry's  moyementa  in  the  interior  were  more  successful 
than  were  the  operations  nearer  the  frontier,  but  while  the 
monarch  was  thus  cheerfully  flghtiug  for  his  crown  in  France, 
his  envoys  were  winning  a  still  more  decisive  campaign  for 
him  in  Rome. 

D'Ossat  and  Perron  had  accomplished  their  diplomatic 
task  with  consummate  ability,  and,  notwithstanding  the 
efforts  and  the  threats  of  the  Spanish  ambassador  and  the 
intrigues  of  his  master,  the  absolution  was  granted.  The 
pope  arose  early  on  the  morning  of  the  5th  August,  and 
walked  barefoot  from  his  palace  of  Slount  Cavallo  to  the 
church  of  Maria  Maggioro,  with  his  eyes  fixed  on  the  ground, 
weepiug  loudly  and  praying  fervently.  He  celebrated  mass 
in  the  church,  and  then  returned  as  he  went,  saluting  no  one 
on  the  mad  and  shutting  himself  up  in  his  palace  afterwards. 
The  same  ceremony  was  performed  ten  days  later  on  the 
festival  of  our  Lady's  Ascension.  In  vain,  however,  had 
been  the  struggle  on  the  part  of  his  Holiness  to  is  August, 
procure  from  the  ambassador  the  deposition  of  the  ^*^^* 
crown  of  Franc©  in  his  hands,  in  order  that  the  king  might 
receive  it  back  again  as  a  free  gift  and  concession  from  the 
chief  poutifl'.  Such  a  triumph  was  not  for  Itomo,  nor  could 
oven  the  publication  of  the  Council  of  Trent  in  France  be 
conceded  except  with  a  saving  ckmse  •*  as  to  matters  which 
could  not  bo  put  into  operation  without  troubling  the  repose 
of  the  kingdom."  And  to  obtain  this  clause  the  envoys 
declared  '*that  they  had  been  obliged  to  sweat  blood  and 
wnter."«« 

On  the  17th  day  of  September  the  absolution  was  pro- 
claimed with  great  pomp  and  circumstance  from  the  gallery 
of  St.  Peter's,  the  holy  father  seabed  on  the  highest  throne 


**  Ror,  wW  gup. 

♦"  l*ttei»  of  D'OsMt,  in  Dor,  IV.  107, 


teqq.    De  Thow,  xii.  468479, 1.113. 
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of  majesty,  with  his  triple  crown  on  his  head^  and  all  his 
cardinals  and  bishops  about  him  in  their  most  effulgent 
robes/' 

The  silver  trumpets  were  blown,  while  artillery  roared 
from  the  castle  of  8t  Angelo,  and  for  two  successive  uighte 
Home  vfim  in  a  blaze  of  bonfires  and  illumination,  in  a 
wliirl  of  boll-ringing,  feasting,  and  singing  of  hosannabs. 
There  had  not  been  such  a  merry-making  in  the  eternal  city 
since  the  pope  bad  (^olebrated  solemn  thanksgiviug  for  the 
massacre  of  St  Bartholomew.  The  king  was  almost  be- 
side himself  with  rapture  when  the  great  news  reached  him, 
and  be  straightway  wrote  letters,  ovei-flowing  with  gratitude 
and  religious  enthusiasm,  to  the  |x>ntiff  and  expressed  \m 
regret  that  military  operations  did  not  allow  him  to  proceed 
at  once  to  Rome  in  person  to  kiss  the  holy  father  s  feet.** 

The  narrative  returns  to  Fuentos,  who  was  left  before  the 
walls  of  Cambray. 

That  venerable  ecclesiastical  city,  pleasantly  seated  amid 
gardens,  orchards^  and  green  pastures,  watered  by  the  wintling 
Sfhfld,  was  well  fortilied  after  tlie  old  manner,  but  it  was 
especially  defended  and  dominated  by  a  splendid  pentagonal 
citJtdel  built  by  Charles  V.  It  was  filled  with  fine  ehun^ba, 
among  which  the  magnificent  cathedral  was  pn>eminent,  and 
with  many  other  statoly  edifices.  The  population  was  thrifty, 
active,  and  turbulent,  like  that  of  all  those  Fiemisli  and 
Walloon  cities  which  the  spirit  of  medioeval  industry  had 
warmed  for  a  time  mto  vehement  little  republics. 

But,  as  has  already  been  depicted  in  these  pages,  tko 
Celtic  element  had  been  more  apt  to  receive  than  consislefil 
to  retain  the  generous  impress  which  Lad  once  been  stampwl 
on  all  the  Netherlands.  The  Walloon  provinces  had 
away  from  their  Flemish  sisters  and  seemed  likely  to 
a  permanent  yoke,  while  in  the  territory  of  the  united 
States,  as  John  Baptist  Tassis  was  at  that  very  momect 

«  iMters  of  D'OMRt,  ttW  «ip.  I  vii.  292.   aeaq.    Fctim  to  PfifKii.  17 

♦»  MH.   Betlmne.     Dihl.   Imp.   N®.    Sept.  1595.   Arch.doSiiiMiMM  Tr.r/ 
JKKiT,  fob.  lOninl  20, citwl in  CnjK?flgu  •,  |  b.  84.  **,  ciled  by  Ckpc%iM»  ul'i  --, 
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patlietically  observing  iu  a  private  letter  to  Tliilip,  "with 
the  coining  up  of  a  new  gonenitioii  educated  as  heretics  from 
childhood,  wlio  had  never  licard  whut  the  word  king  means, 
it  was  likely  to  happen  at  last  that  the  king's  memory  being 
wholly  forgotten  nothing  would  remain  in  the  land  but  heresy 
ulone."*'  From  this  sad  fate  Cambray  had  been  savetl. 
Gavre  d'Inchy  had  seventeen  years  before  surrendered  the 
city  to  the  Duke  of  Alen^on  during  that  unlucky  personage's 
brief  tmd  base  career  in  the  Netherlands,  all  that  was  left  of 
his  visit  being  the  semi-sovereignty  wliich  the  notorious 
Balagny  had  since  that  time  enjoyed  in  the  archiepiscopal 
city.  This  personage,  a  natural  son  of  Monlue,  Bishop 
of  Valence,  and  nephew  of  the  distinguished  Marshal  Monlue, 
was  one  of  the  most  fortunate  and  the  most  ignoble  of  all  the 
soldieis  of  fortune  who  had  played  their  pails  at  this  epoch 
in  the  Netherlantis.  A  poor  creature  himself,  he  had  a 
heroine  for  a  wife,  Renee,  the  sister  of  Bussy  d'Amboise, 
had  vowed  to  mjite  herscdf  to  a  man  who  would  avenge  the 
lination  of  her  brother  by  the  Count  Moutsoreau.** 
iagny  n;adily  agreed  to  pcrlurm  the  deed,  and  accordingly 
espoused  the  high-bom  dame,  but  it  dtx,'S  not  appear  that  he 
ever  ^vreaked  her  vengeance  on  the  murderer.  He  had  nuw 
governed  Cam  bray  until  the  citizens  and  the  whole  countr}'- 
side  were  galled  and  exhausted  by  his  grinding  tjTanny,  his 
inordinate  pride,  and  his  infamous  extort  ions  .'^^  His  latest 
achievement  had  been  to  force  upon  his  subjects  a  copper 
currency  bearing  the  uomiual  value  of  silver,  with  the  same 
blasting  effects  which  such  experiments  in  political  economy 
are  apt  to  pmduce  on  princes  and  jHJoples.  He  had  been  a 
Kiiyah'st,  a  Guisist,  a  Leaguer,  a  Dutch  republican,  by  turns, 
and  had  betrayed  all  the  parties,  at  whose  expense  he  had 
alternately  filled  bis  coffers.  During  the  past  yejir  he  had 
made  up  his  mind — like  most  of  the  conspicuous  politicians 
and  campaigners  of  France — that  the  moribund  League  was 
only  fit  to  be  trampled  upon  by  its  recent  worshippers,  and  ho 
had  made  accordingly  one  of  the  very  best  bai-gaius  with 
<»  Letter  of  Tftfisio,  in  Bor,  IV.  126.         ♦"  De  TLoa,  xu.  414,  415.        »'  Il.i*! 
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Henry  IV.  that  had  yet  been  made,  even  at  that  epoch  of 
self-vending  grandees. 

HeniT,  by  treaty  ratified  in  August,  1594,  had  created  him 
rrince  of  Cambray  and  Marshal  of  France,  so  that  the  man 
who  had  been  receiviug  up  to  that  very  moment  a  monthly 
subsidy  of  seven  thousand  two  hundred  dolhirs  from  the  King 
of  Spain  was  now  gratified  with  a  pension  to  about  the  same 
yearly  amount  by  the  King  of  France.**  During  the  autmxin 
Henry  had  risited  Cambray,  and  the  new  prince  had  made 
wondrous  exhibitions  of  loyalty  to  tbe  sovereign  whom  he  \uA 
done  his  best  all  his  life  to  exclude  from  In's  kingdom.  Tbefe 
had  been  a  ceaseless  round  of  tournaments,  festivals,  and  ma*- 
qiierados^  in  the  city  in  honour  of  the  Huguenot  chieftain, 
now  changed  into  the  most  orthodox  and  most  legitimate 
of  monarchs,  but  it  was  not  until  midsummer  of  the  present 
year  that  lialagny  was  called  on  to  defend  liis  old  possessions 
and  his  new  principality  against  a  well-seasoned  army  and  a 
vigorous  commander.  Meanwhile  Ids  new  patron  was  so 
warmly  occupied  in  other  directions  that  it  might  be  difficolt 
for  him  to  send  assistance  to  the  beleaguered  city. 

On  the  14th  August  Fuentes  began  his  siege  openitioDii. 
14  August,  Before  the  investment  had  been  completed  tlie 
1395.  young  Prince  of  lihetelois,  only  fifteen  years  of  age, 

son  of  tlie  Duke  of  Nevers,  made  his  entrance  into  tlie  dty 
attended  by  thirty  of  his  father's  archers,  De  Vich,  too»  an 
experienced  and  faithful  commander,  succeeded  in  bringing 
four  or  five  hundred  dragoons  through  the  enemy's  linea 
These  meagre  reinforcements  were  all  that  reached  the 
place ;  for,  although  the  States-General  sent  two  or  three 
thousand  Scotchmen  and  Zeelanders,  under  Justinus  of  Nassau, 
to  Henry,  that  he  might  be  the  better  enabled  to  relieve  thi* 


"  DeTliou,  xii.  201.  teqq.  Seventy 
thoiisani]  rrowus*  a  jnir  were  Uy  be 
piiiil  ficcording  to  ftj,Tecinent  hy  Henry 
IV.  to  BivlflgTiy,  to  nmiulain  city  and 
citadel  of  Cftinbrny,  by  trenty  lunde 
29  Not.  15l<3,  but  rntilitd  in  August, 
1594.  Bt-aidc^  tliis,  BjilagTiy  rcct-ived 
property  in  Franco  efjual  in  value  to 


twenty  tbousnnd  lirrv«  a  yenr.  to  rrim- 
bitrae  liim  for  ijcptiucs  in  (brtiiying 
and  dofc'uding  Coiulmiy. 

The  sumu  |Hdd  to  biro  aimaituMoualy 
by  Philip  II.  fur  opposing  Heniy  batv 
been  nlrendy  mentioood. 

**  De  Tbou,  ubi  sup. 
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important  frontier  city,  the  king's  movements  were  not 
sufficiently  prompt  to  turn  the  force  to  good  account,  Balagny 
was  left  with  a  garrison  of  tliree  thousand  IVencli  and  AVal- 
loons  in  the  city,  besides  five  hundred  French  in  the  fortress. 

After  six  weeks  steady  drawing  of  parallels  aiid  digging  of 
mines  Fuentes  was  ready  to  open  hia  batteries.  On  20  St-pt. 
the  26th  September  tho  news,  very  much  exag-  ^^^''• 
gerated,  of  Mondnvgon's  brilliant  victory  near  Wesel,  and  of 
the  deaths  of  Philip  Nassau  and  Ernest  Solms,  reached  the 
Spanish  camp.  Immense  was  the  rejoicing.  Triumphant 
salutes  from  eightj^-seven  cannon  and  many  tlioiisaud  muskets 
shook  the  earth  and  excited  bewilderment  and  anxiety  within 
the  walls  of  the  city.  Almost  immediately  afterwards  a 
tremendous  cannonade  was  begim  and  so  vigorously  sustained 
that  the  burghers  and  part  of  the  garrison,  ah^ady  half 
rebellious  with  hatred  to  Balagny,  began  loudly  to  murmur 
as  the  balls  came  flying  into  their  streets.  A  few  days  later 
an  insurrection  broke  out.  Three  thousand  citizens,  with  red 
flags  flying,  and  armed  to  the  teeth  were  discovered  at  day- 
light drawn  up  in  the  market  place.  Balagny  2  Owbor. 
came  down  from  tho  citadel  and  endeavoured  to  ^^^^* 
calm  the  tumult,  but  was  received  with  execrations.  They 
had  been  promised,  shouted  the  insurgents,  that  every  road 
about  Carabray  was  to  swarm  with  French  soldiei^  imder 
their  formidable  king,  kicking  the  heads  of  the  Spaniards"  in 
all  directions.  And  what  had  they  got  ?  a  child  with  thirty 
^archers,  sent  by  his  father,  and  half  a  man  at  the  head  of 
four  hundred  dragoons."  To  stand  a  siege  under  such  cir- 
cumstances against  an  army  of  fifteen  thousand  Spaniards, 
and  to  take  Balaguy's  copper  as  if  it  were  gold,  was  more 
than  could  be  asked  of  respectable  burghers. 

The  allusion  to  the  yonng  prince  Khetelois  and  to  De  Yich, 
who  had  lost  a  log  in  the  wars,  was  received  with  much 
enthusiasm.  Balagny,  appalled  at  the  fury  of  the  people, 
whom  he  had  so  long  been  trampling  upon  while  their  docility 


^  Goloma,  195 — **  8u  rev  formiilAhile  pisando  las  cabecos  de  los  EspaLoles," 
Ac.  &o.  M  lUU 
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lasted,  shrank  back  before  their  scornful  deDunciations  iuto 
ilie  citadel. 

But  his  wife  was  not  appalled.  This  princess  had  from  the 
beginning  of  the  sief^e  showed  a  courage  and  an  energy 
worthy  of  her  race.  Night  and  day  she  had  gone  the  rounds 
of  the  ramparts^  encoumging  and  directing  the  efforts  of  the 
garrison.  She  had  i>oiutod  batteries  against  the  enemy's 
works,  and,  with  her  own  hands,  had  fired  the  cannon.  Rho 
now  made  her  appearance  in  the  market-place,  after  lier 
husband  had  Bed,  and  did  her  best  to  assuage  the  tumult,  and 
to  arouse  the  mutineers  to  a  sense  of  duty  or  of  sliame.  81ie 
plucked  from  her  bosora  whole  handfuls  of  gold  which  she 
threw  among  the  bystanders,  and  she  was  followed  by  a 
nom})er  of  carts  filled  with  sacks  of  coin  ready  to  be  exc 
for  the  debased  currency. 

Expressing  contempt  for  the  progress  made  by  the  beede 
army,  and  for  the  slight  impression  so  far  produced  iipou  the 
defences  of  the  city,  she  snatched  a  pike  from  a  soldier  and 
offered  in  person  to  lead  the  garrison  to  the  breai'h.  Her 
audience  knew  full  well  that  this  was  no  theatrical  display, 
but  that  the  princess  was  ready  as  the  boldest  warrior  to  lead 
a  forlorn  hope  or  to  repel  the  bloodiest  assault.  Nor,  from  a 
military  point  of  -view,  was  their  situation  desperate.  But 
their  hatred  and  scorn  for  Ealagny  could  not  be  overcome  by 
any  passing  sentiment  of  admiration  for  his  valiant  though  im- 
perious wife.  Xo  one  followed  her  to  the  breach.  Exclaiming 
that  she  at  least  would  never  surrender,  and  that  sho  would 
die  a  sovereign  princess  rather  than  live  a  subject,  Ren<^  de 
Bulaguy  returned  to  the  citadel. 

The  town  soon  afterwards  capitulated,  and,  as  the  SpBoidi 
soldiers,  on  entering,  observed  the  slight  damage  that  bad 
been  caused  by  their  batteries^  they  were  most  grateful  to  the 
faint-hearted  or  mutinous  condition  of  the  garrison  by  which 
they  had  been  spared  the  expense  of  an  assault. 
Oct  3-9,  The  citadel  was  now  summoned  to  surrender,  and 
^^^^*  Balagny  agreed,  in  case  he  should  not  be  relieved 
within  six  days,  to  accept  what  was  considered  honouimble 
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terms.  It  proved  too  late  to  expect  succour  from  Henry,  and 
Balagny,  but  lately  a  reining  prince,  was  fain  to  go  forth  on 
tTiG  apiK>inted  day  and  ealute  liis  cnnf|uerbr.  But  tlio  princess 
kept  her  vow.  She  had  doue  her  best  to  defend  her  domi- 
nions and  to  live  a  sovereign,  and  now  there  was  nothing  left 
Ler  but  to  die.  With  bitter  reproaches  on  her  husband's 
pusillammity,  with  teai-s  and  subs  of  rage  and  shame,  she 
refused  food,  spurned  the  idea  of  capitulation,  and  expired 
before  the  Dth  of  October.** 

On  that  day  a  procession  moved  out  of  the  citadel  gates, 
Balagny,  with  a  son  of  eleven  years  of  age,  the  Prince  of 
Rhetelois,  the  Commander  De  Vich,  and  mauy  other  distin- 
guished personages,  all  magnificently  attired,  c-ame  forth  at 
the  head  of  what  remained  of  the  garrison.  The  soldiers, 
numbering  thirteen  hundred  foot  and  two  hundred  and 
forty  horee,  marcheil  with  colours  flying,  drums  beating, 
bullet  in  mouth,  and  all  the  other  recognised  paUiatives  of 
military  disaster.  Last  of  all  came  a  hearse,  bearing  the 
ooffin  of  the  Princess  of  Cambray.  Fuentes  saluted  the  living 
leaders  of  the  procession,  and  the  dead  heroine,  with  stately 
courtesy,  and  ordered  an  escort  as  far  as  Peronne.*' 

Balagny  met  with  a  cool  reception  from  Henry  at  St. 
Quintin,  but  subsequently  made  his  peace,  and  esjwjused  the 
sister  of  the  king's  mistress,  Gabrielle  d'Estrees."  The  body 
of  Gavre  d'lnchy,  which  had  been  buried  for  years,  was  dug 
op  and  thrown  into  a  gutter.** 


»•  Hot.  rV.  IH-.'»6.  Bentivoglio,  41ft- 
421.  DtJ  Thou,  xii.  414-43G.  O^loum, 
185-198,  et  muU.  ai,  for  the  siego  of 
ClUiibrny. 

All  the  hUtormiu,  Frauoh,  Italian, 


Sptinish,  Floraish^  give  the  miuo  nc- 
oouut  of  the  conduct  and  death  of  tho 
prinL-caa.  "^  Ibid. 

»»  De  Thoa,  ubi  tup.         "  Ibid. 
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Arrhdukc  Cnrdinal  AlWrt  oi>pointcd  governor  of  tlie  Netherlands — Betan 
ofPliilip  Willinin  fnnn  ciiptivity  —  Hia  iidhercnce  to  the  King  of  8|ieixi  — 
Notict'  of  the  MiirquLi  of  Viimmbon,  Count  Varai,  nnd  otLir  new  ofHcen 
—  Henry's  comnmnicatioiM  with  Queen  Elizabeth  —  Mndamo  d«  Math 
octtux — Conversation  of  Henry  with  the  En{;lisli  ajuboa^ador  —  lUndllfli 
secured  by  the  Duke  of  Guise  —  The  fort  of  lty$btink  tiiken  by  D<^t  Bosne  — 
Cuhiia  iii  tho  hnuds  of  the  Spunish  —  Aesistiinw  fpim  Ensrlnnd  ^olidttv}  by 
Hf'ury — Unliandaomo  conditions  proposed  by  Klixnbcth  —  Amtrxiitioa  of 
Calrvis  to  the  obedient  provwoea —  PirateB  of  Dunkirk  —  UncttsinMi  uf  th» 
Netherlondrrs  with  regard  to  the  designs  of  Eliznbcth  —  Her  proteatAtiooa 
of  sincfrity  —  Expedition  of  Dutch  and  English  forpes  to  Spnin  —  Attack 
on  the  Spanish  war-«hipg  —  Victory  of  the  alliea  —  Flag  of  Ihe  B<<{n>bli6 
planl<Hl  on  the  fortress  of  Cadiz  —  Cnpitnlation  of  the  city  —  LeUfT  of 
Eliznbt'th  to  the  Duteh  Afhuirul  —  State  of  aJEiira  in  France  —  Piv^nutkin 
of  tlie  Duke  of  MontiKnitsiir  for  the  division  of  the  kingdom — SoooMrai/ 
the  Cardinal  .-Vrcliduko  in  Xitrmandy  —  He  prcx^ceds  to  Flanders — 6itg6 
and  capture  of  Hulst  —  Prrijt;ctt<l  nllianee  against  Spain — Intenrietr  </ 
Do  Sonoy  with  Lord  BurghJoy  —  Diplomatic  conference  at  Grc«AWirh— 
Formation  of  a  league  against  Spain  —  Dnplieity  of  the  treaty  —  A&in  ia 
Geriiinny  —  Battle  between  the  Emperor  and  the  Grand  Tuck  —  Endoattnir 
of  PMlip  to  coonternct  the  influence  of  the  league —  Hu  interfetMiee  i» 
the  atfaira  of  G<!rniany  —  Secret  intrigue  of  Henry  with  8paiu  —  Fhilip's 
second  attempt  at  the  conquest  of  Eugbnd. 

Another  governor-general  arrived  in  tbe  early  days  of  the 
year  1596,  to  take  charge  of  the  obedient  provinces.     It  had 

been  nimoured  for  mnny  months  that  Philip's  choice  was  at 
last  fixed  upon  the  Archduke  Cardioal  Albert,  Archbishop  of 
Toledo,  youngest  of  the  three  surviving  brothers  of  the  Em- 
peror Rudolpli,  as  the  candidate  for  many  honours.  Ho  wa« 
to  espouse  the  Infanta,  he  was  to  govern  the  Netherlandi^ 
and,  as  it  was  supposed,  there  were  wider  and  wilder  scbdHHSt 
for  the  aggrandizement  of  this  fortunate  ecclesiastic  liroodiiig 
in  tho  niind  of  Phih'p  tlian  yet  had  seen  the  light. 

Jleantinie  tlie  cardinal's  iirst  care  was  to  unfrock  himselt 
He  had  also  been  obliged  to  lay  down  the  meet  lacrativa 
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episcopate  iu  Christendom,  tljivt  of  Toledo,  the  revenues  of 
which  amounted  to  the  enormous  sum  of  three  hundred 
thotisand  dollars  a  year.^  Of  this  annual  income,  however, 
he  prudently  reserved  to  himself  fifty  thousand  doUars,  by 
contract  with  his  destined  successor. 

The  cardinal  reached  the  Netherlands  before  the  end  of 
January.  He  brought  with  him  three  thousand  29  Jan. 
Spanish  infantry,  and  some  companies  of  cavalry,  '^^''• 
while  liis  personal  baggage  was  transported  on  three  hundred 
and  fifty  mules.*  Of  course  there  was  a  triumphal  procession 
when,  on  the  11th  February,  the  new  satrap  entered  11  Fob. 
the  obedient  Netherlands,  and  there  was  the  usual  ^^^^• 
amount  of  bell-ringing,  cannon-firing,  trumpet-blowing,  with 
torch-light  processions,  blazing  tar  barrels,  and  bedizened 
platforms,  where  Allegory,  in  an  advanced  stage  of  lunacy, 
performed  its  wonderful  antics.  It  was  scarcely  possible  for 
baman  creatures  to  bestow  more  adulation,  or  to  abase  thcm- 
eelves  more  thoroughly,  than  the  honest  citizens  of  Brussels 
had  so  recently  done  in  honour  of  the  gentle,  gouty  Ernest, 
but  they  did  their  best.  That  mythological  conqueror  and 
demigod  had  snnk  into  an  unhonoured  grave,  despite  the  loud 
hosannahs  sung  to  him  rtn  his  arrival  in  Btdgica,  and  the  same 
nobles,  pedants,  and  burghers  were  now  ready  and  hajipy  to 
grovel  at  the  feet  of  Albert.  But  as  it  proved  imp:issible  to 
eurpass  the  glories  of  the  holiday  which  had  been  culled  out 
for  hi«  brother,  so  it  would  be  superfluous  now  to  recall  the 
pageant  which  thus  again  delighted  the  capital. 

But  there  was  one  personage  who  graced  this  joyous 
entrance  whose  presence  excited  perhaps  more  interest  than 
did  thiit  of  the  archduke  himself.  The  procession  was  headed 
l»y  three  grandees  riding  abreast.  There  was  tlie  Bute  of 
Aumale,  pensionary  of  Pliilip,  and  one  of  the  last  of  the 
Leaguers,  who  had  just  been  condemned  to  death  and  executed 
in  etligy  at  Paris,  as  a  traitor  to  his  king  and  country ;  there 
was  the  Prince  of  Chimay,  now  since  the  recent  death  of  his 


*  Soranzo,  Rvluzione  apad  Barozzi  et  Berchct 
taMciatcri  VunuLi.  L  45. 

VOL.   UI, 


Le  Itclnzioni  dogti  Am* 
'  Bur.  IV.  167. 
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father  at  Venice  become  Duke  of  Arschot ;  and  between  the 
two  rode  a  gentleman  forty-two  years  of  age,  whose  graye, 
melancholy  features — although  wearing  a  painful  expression 
of  habitual  restraint  and  distrust — suggested,  more  than  did 
those  of  the  rest  of  his  family,  the  physiognomy  of  William 
the  Silent'  to  all  who  remembered  that  illustrious  rebel. 

It  was  the  eldest  son  of  the  great  founder  of  the  Dutch 
republic.  Philip  William,  Prince  of  Orange,  had  at  last^ 
aft«r  twenty-eight  years  of  captivity  in  Spain,  returned  to  the 
Netherlands,  whence  he  had  been  kidnapped  while  a  school- 
boy at  Louvain,  by  order  of  the  Duke  of  Alva.  Barely  has 
there  been  a  more  dreary  fate,  a  more  broken  existence  than 
his.  His  almost  life-long  confinement,  not  close  nor  cruel,  but 
strict  and  inexorable,  together  with  the  devilish  arts  of  the 
Jesuits,  had  produced  nearly  as  blighting  an  effect  upon  his 
moral  nature  as  a  closer  dungeon  might  have  done  on  his 
physical  constitution.  Although  under  perpetual  arrest  in 
Madrid,  he  had  been  allowed  to  ride  and  to  hunt^  to  go  to 
mass,  and  to  enjoy  many  of  the  pleasures  of  youth.  But  he 
had  been  always  a  prisoner,  and  his  soul — a  hopeless  captive 
— could  no  longer  be  liberated  now  that  the  tyrant,  in  order 
to  further  his  own  secret  purposes,  had  at  last  released  his 
body  from  gaol.  Although  the  eldest-born  of  his  father,  and 
the  inheritor  of  the  great  estates  of  Orange  and  of  Buren,  he 
was  no  longer  a  Nassau  except  in  name.  The  change  wrought 
by  the  pressure  of  the  Spanish  atmosphere  was  complete.  All 
that  was  left  of  his  youthful  self  was  a  passionate  reverence 
for  his  father's  memory,  strangely  combined  with  a  total 
indifference  to  all  that  his  father  held  dear,  all  for  which  his 
father  had  laboured  his  whole  lifetime,  and  for  which  his 
heart's  blood  had  been  shed.  On  being  at  last  set  free  from 
bondage  he  had  been  taken  to  the  Escorial,  and  permitted  to 
kiss  the  hand  of  the  king — that  hand  still  reeking  with  his 
father's  murder.  He  had  been  well  received  by  the  Infante 
and  the  Infanta,  and  by  the  empress-mother,  daughter  of 
Charles  V.,  while  the  artistic  treasures  of  the  palace  and 

3  Fniin,  207,  note. 
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cloister  were  benignantly  pointed  out  to  him.  It  was  ftlso 
signified  to  liim  tLat  he  was  to  receive  tlie  order  of  tlie 
Golden  Fleece,  and  to  enter  into  possession  of  his  paternal 
and  maternal  estates.  And  Philip  William  had  a^^ceptcd 
these  conditions  as  if  a  born  loyal  subject  of  liis  ^Most  Catholic 
Majesty* 

Could  better  proof  be  wanting  that  in  that  age  religion  was 
the  only  fatherland,  and  that  a  true  papist  could  sustain  no 
injury  at  the  hands  of  his  Most  Catholic  Majesty  ?  If  to  be 
kidnapped  in  boyhood,  to  be  imprisoned  during  a  whole 
generation  of  mankind,  to  bo  deprived  of  vast  estates,  and 
to  be  made  orphan  by  the  foulest  of  assassinations,  could 
not  engender  resentment  against  the  royal  perpetrator  of 
these  crimes  in  the  bosom  of  his  victim,  was  it  strange  that 
Philip  should  deem  himself  something  far  more  than  man, 
and  should  placidly  accept  tlie  worsliip  rendered  to  him 
by  inferior  beings,  as  to  the  holv  impersonation  of  Almiglity 
Wrath? 

Yet  there  is  no  douV>t  that  the  prince  had  a  sincere  respect 
for  his  father,  and  had  bitterly  sorrowed  at  his  death.  "When 
a  Spanish  officer,  playing  chess  with  him  in  prison,  had 
Tentured  to  speak  li<;htly  of  that  father,  Fhihp  William  had 
seized  him  bodily,  thrown  him  from  tho  window,  and  thus 
killed  him  on  the  spot*  And  when  on  his  arrival  in  Brussels 
it  was  suggested  to  him  by  President  Ricliardot  that  it  was 
^e  king's  intention  to  reinstate  him  in  the  possession  of  his 
estates,  but  that  a  reut-chargo  of  eighteen  thousand  florins  a 
year  was  still  to  be  paid  from  them  to  tlie  heirs  of  Balthazar 
Gerard,  his  father^s  assassin,  be  flamed  into  a  violent  rage, 
tlrew  his  poniard,  and  would  have  stabbed  the  presi^lent,  had 
not  tlie  bystanders  forcibly  interfered.'  In  consequence  of 
this  refusal — called  magnanimous  by  contemporary  writers —  " 
to  accept  his  property  under  sucii  contUtions,  the  estates  were 
detained  from  him  for  a  considerable  time  longer.  During 
tho  period  of  his  captivity  he  had  been  allowed  an  income  of 

*  De  U  Piao  in  txxe.     TUe  anecdote  hns  nlreftdy  been  mentioned  in  tho 
•  Kiite  of  the  Dutch  RepabUe/  »  Ibid. 
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fifteen  tliousand  livres;  but  after  his  restoration  his  house- 
hold, gentlemen,  and  servants  alone  cost  him  eighty  thousand 
livres  atmuuUy.  It  was  supposed  that  the  name  of  Oranpe- 
Nassau  miglit  now  be  of  service  to  the  king's  designs  in  the 
Netlierlands.  Philip  William  had  come  by  way  of  Borne, 
where  he  had  been  allowed  to  kiss  the  pope's  feet  and  had 
received  many  demonstrations  of  favour,  and  it  was  fondly 
thought  that  he  would  now  prove  an  instrument  with  which 
king  and  pontiff  might  pipe  back  the  rebellious  repubUc  to 
its  ancient  allegrance.  But  the  Dutchmen  and  Frisians  were 
deaf*  They  had  tasted  liberty  too  long,  they  had  dealt  too 
many  hard  blows  on  the  head  of  regal  and  sacerdotal  de»- 
potiijm,  to  be  deceived  by  coarse  artifices.  Especially  the 
king  thought  that  something  might  be  done  with  Count 
Hohenlo.  That  turbulent  personage  having  recently  married 
the  full  sister  of  Philip  William,  and  being  already  at  vari- 
ance with  Count  Maurice,  both  for  military  and  political 
causes,  and  on  account  of  family  and  pecuniary  disputes, 
might,  it  was  thought,  be  purchased  by  the  king,  and  perhaps 
a  few  towns  and  castles  in  the  united  Netherlands  might  be 
thrown  into  the  bargain.  In  that  huckstciing  age,  when  the 
loftiest  and  most  valiant  nobles  of  Europe  were  the  most 
shameless  sellers  of  themselves,  the  most  cynical  mendicautl 
for  alms  and  the  most  infinite  absorbers  of  bribes  in  exchange 
for  their  temporaiy  fealty  :  when  Mayenne,  Mercceur,  Gui»c, 
Viilars,  Egmont,  and  innumerable  other  possessors  of  ancient 
and  illustrious  names  alternately  and  even  simultaneously 
drew  pensions  from  both  sides  in  the  great  European  conflict, 
it  was  not  wonderful  that  Philip  should  think  that  the  boi*" 
terous  Hohenlo  might  be  bought  as  well  as  another.  The 
prudent  king,  however,  gave  his  usual  order  that  nothing  wta 
to  be  paid  k'forohand,  but  that  the  service  was  to  be  ren- 
dered first,  and  the  price. received  afterwards." 

The  cardinal  applied  himself  to  the  task  on  his  first  arrival, 


'  "Que  en  toitafl  platicas  BPme- 
JHHtes  ba  de  precedor  «?1  aervicio  a  la 
rocompoum  que  »e  ofreciere  a  trueco 


rlc  cl."— Philip  to  Aitihdnko  AihaU 
13  Jon.  1S96.    {Anh.  de  8ua.  MB.) 
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but  was  soon   obliged  to  rejvort   that   lie   could   make  but 
little  progress  in  the  negotiation.'^ 

The  king  thought,  too,  that  Heraugiere,  who  had  com- 
manded the  memorable  esi)edition  against  Breda,  and  who 
was  now  governor  of  that  stronghold,  miglit  bo  purchased,  and 
lie  accordingly  instrneted  tlie  cardinal  to  make  use  of  the 
Prince  of  Orange  in  the  negotiations  to  be  made  for  that 
purpose.  The  cardinal,  in  effect,  received  an  offer  from 
Heraugiere  in  the  course  of  a  few  mouths  not  only  to  sur- 
render Breda,  without  previous  recom{>*3nse,  but  likewise  to 
place  Gertruydenberg,  the  governor  of  which  city  was  his 
relative,  in  the  king's  possession.  But  the  cardinal  was  afraid 
of  a  trick,  for  Heraugioro  was  known  to  be  as  artful  as  he 
was  bnive,  and  there  can  be  little  doubt  that  the  Netherlander 
was  only  disposed  to  lay  an  ambush  for  the  governor-general* 

And  thus  the  son  of  William  the  Silent  made  his  reappear- 
ance in  the  streets  of  Brussels,  after  twenty-eight  years  of 
imprisonment,  riding  in  the  procession  of  the  new  viceroy. 
The  cardinal-archduke  came  next,  with  Fnentes  riding  at  hia 
left  liand.  That  vigorous  soldier  and  jwlitician  soon  after- 
wanls  left  the  Netherlands  to  assume  the  governmont  of 
Milan. 

There  was  a  correspondence  between  tlie  Prince  of  Orange 
and  the  States-General,  in  which  the  republican  authorities, 
after  expressing  themselves  towards  him  with  great  propriety 
and  affectionate  respect,  gave  him  plainly  but  delicately  to 
understand  that  bis  presence  at  that  time  in  the  United 
Provinces  would  neither  be  desirable,  nor,  without  their 
passjjorts,  possible.'*  They  were  quite  aware  of  the  uses  to 
which  the  king  was  hoping  to  turn  their  reverence  for  tlie 
memory  and  the  family  of  the  great  martyr,  and  were  deter- 
mined to  foil  such  idle  projects  on  the  threshold. 

The  Archduke  Albert,  bom  on  3rd  of  November,  1560, 
was  now  in  his  thirty-sixth  year.     A  small,  thin,  pale-faced 


'  Albert  to  Pliilip,  28  March,  1596.    (Arch,  de  Simancas  MS.) 

*  Albert  to  Philip.  18  Jnly,  1596.    (Arch,  de  Simancaa  MS.) 

•  Bor,  IV.  153,154,  teqq.  ' 
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man,  with  fair  Hair  and  bearti,  commonplace  features,  and  the 
lieretlitary  uiiderLtaii^nug  Burgnndian  jaw  prominently  de- 
veloped, lie  was  not  without  a  certain  nobility  of  presence. 
Uis  mannors  were  distant  to  haughtiness  and  graTe  to 
solemuity-  He  s]>oke  very  little  and  very  slowly.  lie 
had  resided  long  in  Spaiu,  where  he  had  been  a  favourito  with 
his  uncle — as  much  as  any  man  could  bo  a  favourite  with 
Philip — aud  he  had  carefully  formcxi  himself  on  that  royal 
model.  lie  looked  upon  the  King  of  Spain  as  the  gre«te8t» 
wisest,  and  best  of  created  beings,  as  the  most  illastmus 
specimen  of  kingcraft  ever  yet  vouchsafed  to  the  world.  He 
did  his  best  to  louk  sombre  and  Spam'sh,  to  turn  his  visage 
into  a  mask,  to  conceal  his  thoughts  and  emotions,  not  only 
by  the  expression  of  his  features  but  by  direct  misstatemtinto 
of  his  tongue,  and  in  all  things  to  present  to  the  obedieal 
Flemings  as  elaborate  a  reproduction  of  his  great  prototype 
as  copy  can  ever  recall  inimitable  original.  Old  men  in  the 
Netherlands,  who  remembered  in  how  short  a  time  Philip 
had  succeeded,  by  the  baleful  effect  of  his  personal  presence, 
in  lighting  up  a  hatred  which  not  the  previous  twenty  years  of 
his  father's  burnings,  hangings,  and  butcherings  in  those 
provinces  had  been  able  to  excite,  and  which  forty  siibsequont 
years  of  bloodshed  had  not  begun  to  allay,  might  well  sluike 
tlii'ir  heads  \vhen  they  saw  this  new  representative  of  Sj)aui!*h 
autiiority.  It  would  havo  been  wiser — so  many  asiut«  poli- 
ticians thought — for  Albert  to  take  the  Emperor  Charles  for 
his  model,  who  had  always  the  pjwer  of  imikiug  his  tyranny 
acceptable  Ui  the  Flemings,  through  the  adroitness  with  wliich 
he  seemed  to  be  entirely  a  Fleming  himself.*" 

But  Albert,  although  a  German,  valued  himself  on  appear- 1 
in«^  like  a  Spaniard.  He  was  industrious,  regular  in  his 
habits,  moderate  in  eating  and  drinking,  fond  of  giving 
audiences  on  business.  He  spoke  Genuan,  S|»auish,  and 
Latin,  and  understood  French  and  Italian.  He  had  tX  tiiaet 
been   a   student,   and,   especially,    liad    some   knowlddgO  of 

^'  Buntivoglio,  Rolftzione  delld  Provincie  ubbcdienti  di  Fiaaclra.    Sonnai^ 
Rdozione. 
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mathematics.  He  was  disposed  to  do  his  duty— so  for  as  a 
man  can  do  his  duty,  who  imagines  himself  so  entirely  lifted 
above  his  fellow  creatures  as  to  owe  no  obligation  except  to 
exact  their  obedience  and  to  pei*sonify  to  them  the  will  of 
the  Almighty.  To  Philip  and  the  Pojio  he  was  ever  faithful. 
Be  was  not  without  pretensions  to  military  talents,  but  his 
gravity,  slowness,  and  silence  made  him  litter  to  shine  in  the 
cabinet  than  in  the  field.  Henry  IV.,  who  loved  his  jest, 
whether  at  his  own  expense  or  that  of  friend  or  foe,  was  wont 
to  observe  that  there  were  three  thijiga  which  nobody  would 
ever  believe,  and  which  yet  were  very  true;  tliat  Queen 
Elizabeth  deserved  her  title  of  the  throned  vestui,  that  he 
was  himself  a  good  Catholic,  and  that  Cardinal  Albert  was  a 
good  general.  It  is  probable  that  the  assertions  were  all 
equally  accurate. 

The  new  governor  did  not  find  a  very  able  group  of 
generals  or  statesmen  assoadjled  about  him  to  iissist  in  the 
difficult  task  which  he  had  uudertaken.  There  were  plenty 
of  fine  gentlemen,  with  ancient  names  and  lofty  pretensions, 
but  the  working  men  in  field  or  council  had  mostly  dis- 
appeared. Mondmgon,  La  Motte,  Charles  Mansfeld,  Frank 
Verdugo  were  all  dead.  Fuentes  was  just  taking  his  de- 
parture for  Italy.  Old  Peter  Ernest  was  a  cipher;  and  his 
son's  place  was  filled  by  the  Marquis  of  Varambon,  as  prin- 
cipal commander  in  active  military  operations.  This  was  a 
Burgundian  of  considerable  military  ability,  but  with  an 
inordinate  opinion  of  himself  and  of  his  family.  "  Accept  the 
fact  that  his  lineage  is  the  highest  possible,  and  tliat  he  has 
better  connections  than  those  of  anybody  else  in  the  whole 
world,  and  he  will  be  pei-fectiy  contented,"  said  a  sharp, 
splenetic  Spaniard  in  the  cardinal's  confidence.  "'Tis  a 
fiiithfui  and  loyal  cavalier,  but  full  of  impertinences."  "  The 
brother  of  Varambon,  Count  Varax,  hud  sticceedetl  La  Motte 
as  general  of  artillery,  and  of  his  doings  there  was  a  tale  ere 


1^  BelAcJon  de  Iq«  Sefiores  de  titulo  y  otxms  penooBS  de  qaalidad  qae  hay 
ea  Mtoa  estadoa ;— <Uti8e  a  su  Alt',  en  Valenotenaea,  2  Abril,  l&d6.  (,Aroh.  do 
BiiDMiouM8.) 
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long  to  be  told.  On  the  whole,  the  best  soldier  in  the  arch- 
duke's service  for  the  moment  was  the  Frenchman  Savigny 
de  Rosne,  an  ancient  Leaguer,  and  a  passionate  hater  of  the 
Beamese,  of  heretics,  and  of  France  as  then  constituted.  He 
had  once  made  a  contract  with  Henry  by  which  he  bound 
himself  to  his  service ;  but  after  occasioning  a  good  deal  of 
injury  by  his  deceitful  attitude,  he  had  accepted  a  large 
amount  of  Spanish  dollars,  and  had  then  thrown  off  the  mask 
and  proclaimed  himself  the  deadliest  foe  of  his  lawful  sove- 
reign. "  He  was  foremost,"  said  Carlos  Coloma,  "  among 
those  who  were  successfully  angled  for  by  the  Ck>mmander 
Moreo  with  golden  hooks."  "  Although  prodigiously  fat,  this 
renegade  was  an  active  and  experienced  campaigner,  while 
his  personal  knowledge  of  his  own  country  made  his  assist- 
ance of  much  value  to  those  who  were  attempting  its  de- 
struction. 

The  other  great  nobles,  who  were  pressing  themselves 
about  the  new  viceroy  with  enthusiastic  words  of  welcome 
were  as  liko  to  give  him  embarrassment  as  support  All 
wanted  office,  emoluments,  distinctions,  nor  could  much  de- 
j)endence  be  placed  on  the  ability  or  the  character  of  any  of 
them.  The  new  duke  of  Arschot  had  in  times  past,  as  prince 
of  Chi  may,  fought  against  the  king,  and  had  even  imagined 
himself  a  Calvinist,  while  his  wife  was  still  a  determined 
heretic.  It  is  true  that  she  was  separated  from  her  husband. 
He  was  a  man  of  more  quickness  and  acuteness  than  his 
father  liad  been,  but  if  possible  more  mischievous  both  to 
friend  and  foe;  being  subtle,  restless,  intriguing,  tickle, 
ambitious,  and  deceitful.  The  Prince  of  Orange  was  con- 
sidered a  man  of  very  ordinary  intelligence,  not  more  than 
half  witted,  according  to  Queen  Elizabeth,'^  and  it  was  pro- 
bable that  the  peculiar  circumstances  of  his  life  would  ex- 
tinguish any  influence  that  he  might  otherwise  have  attained 
with  either  party.  He  was  likely  to  affect  a  neutral  position, 
and,  in  times  of  civil  war,  to  be  neutral  is  to  be  nothing. 

"  Coloinn,  2-20.    Calvncrt'a  letter,  in  Deventor,  ii.  108. 

"  "  Kiulc  niet  Imltt"  wys.'    Caixm  to  States-Cieneral,  in  Devcnter,  ii.  121. 
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Arenberg,  unlike  the  great  general  on  tlie  Catbolic  side 
who  had  made  the  name  illustrious  in  the  opening  scenes  of 
the  mighty  contest,  was  disiyosctl  to  quiet  obscurity  so  far  as 
was  compatible  with  his  rank.  Having  inherited  ueither 
fortune  nor  talent  with  bis  ancient  name,  he  was  chiefly 
occupied  with  providing  for  the  wants  of  his  nuraemus  family. 
A  good  papist,  well-inclined  and  docile,  he  was  strongly  re- 
commended for  the  post  of  admiral,  not  because  he  had  naval 
acipiirenicnts,  but  because  he  hud  a  great  many  children.'* 
The  Marquis  of  Havre,  undo  to  the  Duke  of  Arsfliot,  had 
played  in  his  time  many  prominent  parts  in  the  long  Kether- 
land  tragedy.  Although  older  tlian  he  was  when  Requesens 
and  Don  John  of  Austria  bad  been  governors,  he  was  not 
much  wiser,  being  to  the  full  as  vociferous,  as  false,  as  inso- 
lent, as  self-seeking,  and  as  miscbievous  as  in  his  youtb. 
^Uteruately  making  appeals  to  popular  passions  in  his  capacity 
of  high-bom  demagogue,  or  seeking  crumbs  of  bounty  as 
the  supple  slave  of  his  sovereign,  be  was  not  more  likely  to 
acquire  the  confidence  of  the  cardinal  than  ho  had  done  that 
of  his  predecessors. 

The  most  important  and  opulent  grandee  of  all  the 
provinces  was  the  Count  de  Ligne,  who  had  become  by 
marriage  or  inheritimce  Prince  of  Espinay,  Seneschal  of 
Hainault,  and  Viscount  of  Ghent.  But  it  was  only  his 
enonnous  estates  that  gave  him  consideration,  for  he  was  not 
tliought  capable  of  either  good  or  bad  intentions.  He  had, 
however,  in  times  ptist,  succeeded  in  the  chief  object  of  his 
ambition,  which  was  to  keep  out  of  troubh%  and  to  preserve 
his  estates  from  contlscation.  His  \vife,  who  governed  liim, 
and  had  thus  far  guided  him  safely,  hoped  to  do  so  to  the 
end.  The  cardinal  was  informed  that  the  Oolden  Fleece 
would  be  all-suflicient  to  keep  him  upon  the  right  track.'^ 

Of  the  Kgmonts,  one  hud  died  on  the  famous  field  of  Ivry, 
another  was  an  outlaw,  and  had  been  accused  of  participation 
in  plots  of  assassination  ngainst  "William  of  Orange;  the 
thii'd  was  now  about  the  archduke's  courtj  and  was  supposed 

'••  Rclncion  tie  loa  SeOom^  Ac,  ubi  mp.        "  Rclacioo  de  lew  ScBnrcB,  etr. 
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to  be  as  dull  a  man  as  Ligne,  but  likely  to  be  serviceable  so 
long  as  he  could  keep  his  elder  brother  out  of  his  inheritance. 
Thus  devoted  to  Church  aud  King  were  the  sons  of  the  man 
whose  head  l^hihp  hud  talicu  off  on  a  senseless  charge  cif 
treason.  The  two  Counts  Van  den  Berg — Frederic  and  Ht^r- 
mann — sons  of  the  sister  of  William  the  Silent,  were,  on 
whole,  as  brave,  efficient,  and  trustworthy  servants  of 
king  and  cardinal  as  were  to  be  found  in  the  obedient 
provinces. 

The  now  governor  had  come  well  provided  with  fttn<i!J, 
being  supplied  for  the  first  three-quarters  of  the  year  with 
a  monthly  allowance  of  1,100,000  florins."  For  rea*)n3 
soon  to  appear,  it  was  not  probable  that  the  States-General 
would  he.  able  very  soon  to  make  a  vigorous  cam|uijgn, 
and  it  was  thought  best  for  the  cardinal  to  turn  his  immediate 
attention  to  France. 

The  negotiations  for  effecting  an  alliance  offensive  and 
defensive,  between  the  three  powers  most  interested  in 
opposing  the  projects  of  Spain  for  universal  empire^  were  not 
yet  begun,  and  will  be  reserved  for  a  subsequent  cbapUf. 
MLantiuie  there  had  been  much  informal  discussion  luid 
diplomatic  triHing  between  France  and  England  for  the 
purpose  of  bringing  about  a  sincere  co-operation  of  the  twj 
crowns  against  the  Fifth  Monarchy — as  it  was  much  the 
fashion  to  denominate  Phihp's  pix)|^>osed  dominion. 

Henry  had  suggested  at  cLfferent  times  to  Sir  Robert 
Sidney,  during  his  frequent  presence  in  France  as  »i)et.'ial 
envoy  for  the  queen,  tlie  necessity  of  such  a  step,  but  bad 
not  always  found  a  hearty  sympathy.  But  as  tlio  king  began 
to  cool  in  his  hatred  to  Spain,  after  his  declaration  of  waf 
against  that  power,  it  seemed  desirable  to  Ehzabeth  to 
his  resentment  afresh,  and  to  revert  to  those  propositic 
which  had  been  so  coolly  received  when  made.  Sir 
Umton,  ambassador  from  her  Majesty,  was  accordinglT 
vidod  witli  especial  letters  on  the  subject  from  the  qae 
own    hand,    and    presented    them    early    in    the    yc«r 

M  Reyd.  275. 
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Coucy  (Feb.  13,  159<3).  Xo  man  in  the  world  knew  better 
the  tone  to  adopt  in  hia  communications  with  Elizabeth  than 
di<l  the  chivalrous  king.  No  man  know  better  than  he  how 
imfKissible  it  was  tu  invent  terms  of  adulation  too  gross  for 
her  to  accept  as  spontaneous  and  natural  etlusions  of  the 
heart.  He  received  the  letters  from  the  hands  of  Sir  Henry, 
read  them  with  rapture,  heaved  a  deep  sigh,  and  exclaimed : 
•*AhI  Mr.  Ambassador,  what  shall  1  say  to  you?  This  letter 
of  the  queen,  my  sister,  is  full  of  sweetness  and  aftection. 
I  see  that  she  loves  me,  while  that  I  love  her  is  not  to 
be  doubted.  Yet  your  commission  shows  me  the  contrary, 
and  tliia  proceeds  from  her  ministers.  How  else  can  these 
obb'qniticH  stand  with  her  prufcssitjins  of  love?  I  am  forced, 
as  a  king,  to  take  a  course  which,  as  Henry,  her  loving 
brother,  I  could  never  adopt." 

They  then  walked  out  in  the  park,  and  the  king  fell  into 
frivolous  discourse,  on  purjiose  to  keep  the  envoy  from 
the  important  subject  which  had  been  discussed  in  the 
cabinet.  Sir  Henry  brought  him  back  to  business,  and 
insisted  that  there  was  no  disagreement  between  her  Majesty 
and  her  counsellors,  all  being  anxious  to  do  what  she  wished. 
I'he  envoy,  who  shared  in  the  prevailing  suspicions  that 
Henry  was  about  to  make  a  truce  with  Spain,  vehemently 
protested  against  such  a  step,  complaining  that  his  ministers, 
whose  minds  were  distempered  with  jealousy,  were  inducing 
him  to  sacrifice  her  friendship  to  a  false  and  hollow  reconciha- 
tion  with  Spain.  Henry  protested  that  his  preference  would 
be  for  England's  amity,  but  regretted  that  the  English  delays 
were  so  great,  and  that  such  dangers  were  ever  impending 
over  his  head,  as  to  make  it  impossible  for  him,  as  a  king, 
to  follow  the  inclinations  of  his  heart. 

They  then  met  Uladarae  de  Monceaux,  the  beautiful 
Gabrielle,  who  was  invited  to  join  in  the  walk,  the  king 
saying  that  she  was  no  meddler  in  politics,  but  of  a  tractable 
spirit 

This  remark,  in  Sir  Henry's  opinion,  was  just,  for,  said  he  to 
Burgldey,  she  is  thought  incapable  of  affairs,  and  very  simple. 
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The  duchess  unmasked  very  graciously  as  the  ambassador 
was  presented ;  but,  said  the  splenetic  diplomatist^  "  I  took  no 
pleasure  in  it,  nor  held  it  any  grace  at  alL"  "She  was 
attired  in  a  plain  satin  gown,"  he  continued,  "  with  a  velvet 
hood  to  keep  lier  from  the  weather,  which  became  her  very 
ill.  In  my  opinion,  she  is  altered  very  much  for  the  worse, 
and  was  very  grossly  painted."  The  three  walked  together 
discoursing  of  trifles,  much  to  the  annoyance  of  Umton. 
At  last,  a  sliower  forced  the  lady  into  the  house,  and  the 
king  soon  afterwards  took  the  ambassador  to  his  caUnet 
"  He  asked  me  how  I  liked  his  mistress,"  wrote  Sir  Hemy 
to  Burghley,  "  and  I  answered  sparingly  in  her  praise,  and 
told  him  that  if  without  offence  I  might  speak  it,  I  had 
the  picture  of  a  far  more  excellent  mistress,  and  yet  did  her 
picture  come  far  from  the  perfection  of  her  beauty.'* 

"  As  you  love  me,**  cried  the  king,  "  show  it  me,  if  you 
have  it  about  you !  " 

"  I  made  some  difficulty,"  continued  Sir  Henry,  "  yet  upon 
his  importunity  I  offered  it  to  his  view  very  secretly,  still 
holding  it  in  my  hand.  He  beheld  it  with  passion  and 
admiration,  saying  that  I  was  in  the  right."  "I  give  in," 
said  the  king,  "  Je  me  rends." 

Tlien,  protesting  that  lie  had  never  seen  such  beauty 
all  his  life,  lie  kissed  it  reverently  twice  or  thrice.  Sir  Henry 
still  holding  the  miniature  firmly  in  his  hand. 

The  king  then  insisted  upon  seizing  the  picture,  and  there 
was  a  charming  struggle  between  the  two,  ending  in  his 
Majesty's  triuni|)li.  He  then  told  Sir  Henry  that  he  might 
take  his  leave  of  the  portrait,  for  he  would  never  give  it  up 
again  for  any  treasure,  and  that  to  possess  the  favour  of  the 
original  he  would  forsake  all  the  world.  He  fell  into  many 
more  such  passionate  and  incoherent  expressions  of  rhapsody, 
as  of  one  suddenly  smitten  and  spell-bound  with  hapless  love, 
bitterly  reproaching  the  ambassador  for  never  having  brought 
him  any  answers  to  the  many  affectionate  letters  which  he 
had  written  to  the  queen,  whose  silence  had  made  him 
so  wretched.     Sir  Henry,  perhaps  somewhat  confounded  at 
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eing  beaten  at  liis  own  fantastic  game,  answered  as  well  as 
he  could,  "  but  I  found,"  said  he,  "  that  the  dumb  picture  did 
draw  on  more  speeeh  and  aOection  from  him  than  all  my  best 
arguments  and  eloquence.  This  was  the  effect  of  our  con- 
ference, anJ,  if  infioitenoss  of  vows  and  outward  professions 
be  a  strong  argument  of  inward  afiection,  there  is  good  likeli- 
hood of  the  king's  continuance  of  amity  with  her  Majesty ; 
only  I  fear  lest  his  necessities  may  inconsiderately  draw  him 
into  some  hazardous  treaty  with  Spain,  which  I  hope  con- 
fidently it  is  yet  in  the  power  of  her  Majesty  to  prevent." '' 

The  king,  while  performing  these  apish  tricks  about  tho 
picture  of  a  lady  with  beady  black  eyes,  a  hooked  nose, 
black  teeth,  and  a  red  wig,  who  was  now  in  tho  sixty-fourth 
year  of  her  ago,  knew  very  well  that  the  whole  scene  would 
be  at  once  repeated  to  the  fair  object  of  his  passion  by  her 
faithful  envoy ;  but  what  must  have  been  the  opinion  enter- 
tained of  Elizal>eth  by  contemporary  sovereigns  and  states- 
men when  such  fantastic  folly  conld  be  rehearsed  and  related 
every  day  in  the  year  I 

And  the  Idng  knew,  after  all,  and  was  destined  very  soon 
to  acquire  proof  of  it  which  there  was  no  gainsaying,  that 
the  beautiful  Elizabeth  had  exactly  as  much  affection  for  him 
as  he  had  for  her,  and  was  as  capable  of  sacHficiug  his 
interests  for  her  own,  or  of  taking  advantage  of  his  direct 
uecessities  as  cynically  and  as  remorselessly,  as  the  King 
of  Spain,  or  the  Duke  of  Slayence,  or  the  Pope  had  ever 
done. 

Henry  had  made  considerable  progress  in  re-establisliing 
his  authority  over  a  large  portion  of  the  hQwlin^jvildemess 
to  which  forty  years  of  civil  war  had  reduced  his  hereditary 
kingdom.  There  was  still  great  danger,  however,  at  its  two 
opposite  extremities.  Calais,  key  to  the  Norman  gate  of 
France,  was  feebly  hehl;  wl-ile  Marseilles,  seated  in  such 
dangerous  proximity  to  Spain  on  the  one  side,  and  to  the 
Republic  of  Genoa,  that  alert  vassal  of  Spain,  on  the  other, 
was  still  in  the  possession  of  the  League.  A  concerted  action 
>^  Sir  Hoary  Umton  to  her  Majesty.    CoQcy,  3  Feb.  159o-6. 
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was  undertaken  bv  means  of  Jobn  Andrew  Doria,  with  a 
Spanish  fleet  from  Genoa  on  the  outside  and  a  well-organised 
conspiracy  from  within,  to  carry  the  city  bodily  orer  to  Philip. 
Had  it  snceeeded,  this  great  Mediterranean  seaport  wonkl 
haTe  become  as  mnch  a  Spanish  possession  as  Barcelona  or 
Naples,  and  infinite  might  have  been  the  damage  to  Henry's 
fntnre  prosp>ects  in  consequence.  Bot  there  was  a  man  in 
Marseilles,  Petros  Libertas  by  name,  whose  ancestors  had 
gained  this  wholesome  family  appellation  by  a  snccessfol 
eflbrt  once  made  by  them  to  rescue  the  little  town  of  Galvi, 
in  Corsica,  from  the  tyranny  of  Genoa.  Peter  Liberty  needed 
no  prompting  to  vindicate,  on  a  fitting  occasion,  his  right  to 
his  patronymic.  In  ccmjunetion  with  men  in  Marseilles  wbo 
hated  oppression,  whether  of  kings,  priests,  or  ren^ade 
republics,  as  much  as  he  did,  and  with  a  secret  and  well- 
arranged  understanding  with  the  Duke  of  Guise,  who  was 
burning  with  ambition  to  render  a  signal  benefit  to  the  cause 
which  he  had  just  espoused,  this  bold  tribune  of  the  people 
succeeded  in  stirring  the  population  to  mutiny  at  exactly  the 
17  Feb.  right  moment,  and  in  opening  the  gates  of  Mar- 
^^^^-  seilles  to  the  Duke  of  Guise  and  his  forces  before  it 
was  possible  for  the  Leaguers  to  admit  the  fleet  of  Doria  into 
its  harbour.  Thus  was  the  capital  of  ^lediterranean  France 
lost  and  won.'*  Guise  gained  great  favour  in  Henry's  eyes, 
and  with  reason ;  for  the  son  of  the  great  Balafre,  who  was 
himself  the  League,  had  now  given  the  League  the  stroke  of 
mercy.  Peter  Liberty  became  consul  of  Marseilles,  and 
received  a  patent  of  nobility.  It  was  difficult,  however,  for 
any  diploma  to  confer  anything  more  noble  upon  him  than 
the  name  which  he  had  inherited,  and  to  which  he  had  so 
well  established  his  right. 

But  while  Henry's  cause  had  thus  been  so  well  served 
in  the  soutli,  there  was  danger  impending  in  the  north.  The 
king  had  been  besieging,  since  autumn,  the  town  of  La 
F^re,  an  important  military  and  strategic  position,  which  had 
been  Famese's  basis  of  operations  during  his  memorable 
»«  Do  Thou.  xii.  G13,  seqq.  1.  116.    Bor.  IV.  177-179. 
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eampaig:ns  in  France,  and  wMcli  haJ  ever  since  remained  in 
the  hands  of  the  Lea^e. 

Tlie  cardinal  had  taken  the  field  with  an  army  of  fifteen 
thousand  foot  and  three  thousand  horse,  assemhled  at  Valen- 
ciennes, and  after  hesitating  some  time  whetlier  or  not  he 
should  attempt  to  relieve  La  Ffere,  he  decided  instead  on 
a  diversion.  In  the  second  week  of  April,  De  Kosne  was 
detached  at  the  head  of  four  thousand  men,  and  suddenly 
appeared  before  Calais.'*  The  city  had  been  long  governed 
by  De  Gordan,  but  this  wary  and  experienced  commander 
had  unfortunately  been  for  two  years  dead.  Still  more  un- 
fortunately, it  had  lieen  in  his  power  to  bequeath,  not  only 
his  fortune,  wbicii  was  very  large,  but  the  government  of 
Calais,  considered  the  most  valuable  command  in  France, 
to  his  nephew,  De  Yidosan.  He  had,  however,  not  be- 
queathed to  him  his  administrative  and  military  genius. 

The  fortress  called  the  Kisban,  or  IJysbank,  which  entirely 
governed  the  harboni',  and  the  possession  of  which  made 
Calais  nearly  impregiuible,  as  inexhaustible  supplies  could 
thus  be  poured  into  it  by  sea,  had  fallen  into  comparative 
decay.  De  Gordan  had  been  occupied  in  strengthening  the 
work,  but  since  his  death  the  nephew  had  entirely  neglected 
the  task.  On  tlie  land  side,  the  bridge  of  Nivelet  was  the  key 
to  the  place.  The  faubourg  was  htld  by  two  Dnteh  companies, 
under  Captains  Le  Gros  and  Dominique^  who  undertook  to 
.prevent  tlie  entrance  of  the  archduke's  forces.  Yidosan,  how- 
rer,  ordered  these  faithful  auxiliaries  into  the  citadel. 

De  Rosne,  acting  with  great  promptness,  seized  l)oth  the 
bridge  of  Nivelet  and  the  fort  of  Kysbauk  by  a  sudden  and 
well-concerted  movement.     This  having  been  accomplished, 
tbe  city  was  in   his  power,   and,   after  sustaining  a  brief 
CAiinonade,  it  sniTcndered.     Yidosan,  with  his  garrison,  how- 
erer,  retired  into  the  citadel,  and   it  was  agreed  17  April, 
between  himself  and  De  Rosne  tliat  unless  succour  ^^^^* 
ghould  be  received  from  the  French  king  before  the  expira- 
tion of  six  days,  the  citadel  should  also  be  evacuated. 
'»  Do  Tliou,  xU.  631. 
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Meantime  Henry,  who  was  at  Boulogne,  mnch  disgusted  at 
this  unexpected  disaster,  had  sent  couriers  to  the  Netherlands, 
demanding  assistance  of  the  States-General  and  of  the  stad- 
holder.  Maurice  had  speedily  responded  to  the  appeal. 
Proceeding  himself  to  Zeeland,  he  had  shipped  fifteen  com- 
panies of  picked  troops  from  Middelburg,  together  with 
a  flotilla  laden  mth  munitions  and  provisions  enough  to 
withstand  a  siege  of  several  weeks.  When  the  arrangements 
were  completed,  he  went  himself  on  board  of  a  ship  of  war 
to  take  command  of  the  expedition  in  person.**  On  the  17th 
of  April  he  arrived  with  his  succours  off  the  harbour  of 
Calais,  and  found  to  his  infinite  disappointment  that  the 
Rysbank  fort  was  in  the  hands  of  the  enemy .*^  As  not  a 
vessel  could  pass  the  bar  without  almost  touching  that 
fortress,  the  entrance  to  Calais  was  now  impossible.**  Had 
the  incompetent  Vidosan  heeded  the  advice  of  his  brave 
Dutch  officers,  the  place  might  still  have  been  saved,  for 
it  had  surrendered  in  a  panic  on  the  very  day  when  the  fleel 
of  Maurice  arrived  off  the  port. 

Henry  had  lost  no  time  in  sending,  also,  to  his  English 
allies  for  succour.  The  possession  of  Calais  by  the  Spaniards 
might  well  seem  alarming  to  Elizabeth,  who  could  not  well 
forget  that  up  to  the  time  of  her  sister  this  imfwrtant 
position  had  been  for  two  centuries  an  English  stronghold. 
The  defeat  of  the  Spanish  husband  of  an  English  queen  had 
torn  from  England  the  last  trophies  of  the  Black  Prince,  and 
now  the  prize  had  again  fallen  into  the  hands  of  Spain ;  but 
of  Spain  no  longer  in  alliance,  but  at  war,  with  England. 
Obviously  it  was  most  dangerous  to  the  interests  and  to  the 
safety  of  the  English  realm,  that  this  threatening  position,  so 
near  the  gates  of  London,  should  be  in  the  hands  of  the  most 
powerful  potentate  in  the  world  and  the  dire  enemy  of 
England.  In  response  to  Henry's  appeal,  the  Earl  of  Essex 
was  despatched  with  a  force  of  six  thousand  men — raised 
by  express  command  of  the  queen  on  Sunday  when  the 
people  were  all  at  church — to  Dover,  where  shipping  was 

-"  IJor,  IV.  188.  =>  Ibid.  «  Ibid. 
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in  readiness  to  traiispoi-t  tlie  troops  at  once  across  the 
channel.  At  the  same  time,  the  politic  queen  and  some  of 
her  counsellors  thought  the  opening  a  good  one  to  profit 
by  the  calamity  of  their  dear  ally.  Certainly  it  was  desirable 
to  prevent  Calais  from  falling  into  the  grasp  of  Philip.  But 
it  was  perhaps  equally  desirable,  now  that  the  place  without 
the  assistance  of  Ehzabeth  could  no  longer  bo  preserved  by 
Henry,  that  Elizabeth,  and  not  Henry,  should  henceforth  be 
its  possessor.  To  make  this  proposition  as  clear  to  the 
French  king  as  it  seemed  to  the  English  queen,  Sir  Robert 
Sidney  was  despatched  in  aU  haste  to  Boulogne,  even  while 
the  guns  of  De  Kosne  were  pointed  at  Calais  citadel,  and 
while  Maurice's  fleet,  baffled  by  the  cowardly  surrender  of  the 
Kisban,  was  on  its  retreat  from  the  harbour. 

At  two  o'clock  in  the  afternoon  of  the  21st  of  April,  Sidney 
landed  at  Boulogne.  Henry,  who  had  been  in-  21  April, 
tensely  impatient  to  he^r  from  England,  and  who  ^^^^' 
suspected  that  the  delay  was  boding  no  good  to  his  cause, 
went  down  to  the  strand  to  meet  the  envoy,  with  whom 
then  and  there  he  engaged  instantly  in  the  most  animated 
discourse. 

As  there  was  little  time  to  be  lost,  and  as  Sidney  on 
getting  out  of  the  vessel  found  himself  thus  confronted  with 
the  soldier-king  in  person,  he  at  once  made  the  demand  which 
he  had  been  sent  across  the  Channel  to  make.  He  requested 
the  king  to  deliver  up  the  town  and  citadel  of  Calais  to  the 
Queen  of  England  as  soon  as,  with  her  assistance,  he  should 
succeed  in  recovering  the  place.  He  assigned  as  her  Majesty's 
reasons  for  tliis  peremptory  summons  that  she  would  on  no 
other  terms  find  it  in  her  power  to  furnish  the  required  succour. 
Her  subject*,  she  said,  would  never  consent  to  it  except  on 
these  conditions.  It  was  perhaps  not  very  common  with  the 
queen  to  exhibit  so  much  deference  to  the  popular  will,  but  on 
this  occasion  the  supposed  inclinations  of  the  nation  furnished 
her  with  an  excel leut  pretext  for  carrying  out  her  own. 
8idney  urged  moreover  that  her  Majesty  felt  certain  of  being 
obliged — in  c^e  she  did  not  take  Calais  into  her  own  safe 
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keeping  and  protection — to  come  to  the  rescue  again  within 
foTir  or  six  months  to  prevent  it  once  more  from  ])eicg 
besieged,  conquered,  and  sacked  by  the  eJiemy. 

The  king  had  feared  some  such  proposition  as  this,  and 
had  intimated  as  much  to  (he  States'  envoy,  Calvaert^  who  had 
walked  with  him  down  to  the  strand,  and  had  left  him 
the  conference  began.  Henry  was  not  easily  thrown 
his  equanimity  nor  wont  to  exhibit  passion  on  any  orcasi 
least  of  all  in  his  discussions  with  the  ambassadors  of  Engla 
hut  the  cool  and  insolent  egotism  of  this  communication 
too  much  for  him. 

lie  could  never  have  believed,  he  said  in  reply,  that  aftef 
the  repeated  asimi-ances  of  her  Majesty's  affection  for  him 
which  he  had  received  from  the  lat«  Sir  Henry  Umton*  in 
their   recent  negotiations,  her  Majesty  would   now  so  di»- 
courteously  seek  tti  make  her  profit  out  of  his  misery.    Ha 
had  come  to  IJoulogne,  he  continued,  on  the  pledge  given 
by  the  Earl  of  Essex  to  assist  him  with  seven  or  eight  thou 
sand  men  in  the  recovery  of  Calais.     K  this  after  all  shouli 
fail  him^nlthough  his  own  reputation  would  be  more 
jured  by  the  capture  of  the  place  thus  before  his  eyee  tlian  if 
it  had  happened  in  his  absence — he  would  rather  a  hui 
times  endui*e  the  loss  of  the  place  than  have  it  sac 
with  such  injurious  and  dishonourable  conditions.    After  all 
he  said,  the  loss  of  Calais  was  substantially  of  more  imt 
ance  to  the  queen  tlmn  to  himself.    To  him  the  chief  divtri-l 
mout  would  be  in  the  breaking  up  of  liis  easy  and  regulitfl 
communications  with  liia  neighbours  through  this  podtioowi 
and  especially  with  her  Majesty.    But  as  her  affection  for  biia  i 
was  now  proved  to  bo  so  slender  as  to  allow  her  to  seek  a  prafiil 
from  his  misfortune  and  dishonour,  it  would  be  better  for  hiatf 
to  dispense  with  her  friendship  altogether  and  to  strengtli^u  bif 
connections  with  truer  and  more  honourable  friends.    Shookij 
the  worst  corae  to  the  worst,  ho  doubted  not  that  he  ahookli 
be  able,  being  what  he  was  and  much  more  thftn  ho  was  of  ^ 

"  Sir  Henry  Umton  had  died  in  France  loon  after  the  inteniew  with  Umij 
rv.  mentioned  on  a  previous  piige  of  this  Tolnme.    Xfltorea,  171* 
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old,  to  make  a  satisfactory  arrangement  with  the  King  of 
Spain.  He  was  ready  to  save  Calais  at  the  peril  of  his 
life,  to  conquer  it  in  person,  and  not  by  the  hands  of  any  of 
his  h'eutenants;  but  having  done  so,  he  was  not  willing — at  so 
great  a  loss  of  reputation  witliout  and  at  so  much  peril 
within — to  deliver  it  to  her  Majesty  or  to  any  one  else.  He 
would  far  rather  see  it  fall  into  the  hands  of  the  Spaniards, 

Thus  warmly  and  frankly  did  Henry  denounce  the  unhand- 
some proposition  made  in  the  name  of  the  queen,  while, 
during  his  vehement  expostulations,  Sidney  grew  red  with 
shame,  and  did  not  venture  to  look  the  king  for  one  moment 
in  the  face.**  lie  then  sought  to  mitigate  the  effect  of  his 
demand  by  intimatiog,  with  much  embarrassment  of  de- 
meanour, that  perhaps  her  Majesty  woidd  be  satisfied  with 
the  possession  of  Calais  for  her  own  Life-time,  and — as  this 
was  at  once  plumply  refused — by  the  suggestion  of  a  pledge 
of  it  for  the  term  of  one  year.  But  the  king  only  grew  the 
more  indignant  as  the  bargaining  became  more  paltry,  and 
ho  continued  to  heap  liitter  reproaches  upon  the  queen,  who, 
vrithuut  having  any  children  or  known  inheritor  of  her  pos- 
sessions, should  nevertheless  be  so  desirous  of  compassing 
liifl  eternal  disgrace  and  of  exciting  the  discontent  of  his  sub- 
jects for  the  sake  of  an  evanescent  gain  for  herself.  At  such 
a  price,  he  avowed,  he  had  no  wish  to  purchase  her  Majesty's 
friendship. 

After  this  explosion  the  conference  became  more  amicable. 
The  English  envoy  assured  the  king  that  there  could  be,  at 
all  events,  no  doubt  of  the  arrival  of  Essex  with  eight  thou- 
sand men  on  the  following  Thursday  to  assist  in  the  reUef  of 
the  citatlel;  notwithstanding  the  answer  which  he  had 
received  to  the  demand  of  her  Majesty, 

He  furthermore  expressed  the  strong  desire  which  ho  felt 
that  the  king  might  be  induced  to  make  a  pereonal  visit  to 
the  queen  at  Dover,  whither  she  would  gladly  come  to  receive 


>*  *'  Deur  dewelko  S.  M.  den  voora. 
Ambw—deur  eoo  sohaemroot  maekte, 
dnt  hy  (j&oo  6.  M'  my  gheaeyt  heeft) 


S.  M.  niet  in't  aenaicbt  dorete  te  aien," 
Ac,  Ac.  Oalmeii'i  DeqMtoh  in  Do- 
Tenter,  U.  106. 
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him,  so  soon  as  Calais  should  have  been  sayed.  To  this  the 
king  replied  with  gallantry,  that  it  was  one  of  the  things  in 
the  world  that  he  had  most  at  heart.  The  envoy  rejoined  ■ 
that  her  Majesty  would  consider  such  a  visit  a  special  honour 
and  favour.  She  had  said  that  she  could  leave  this  world 
more  cheerfully,  when  God  should  ordain,  after  she  had 
enjoyed  two  hours'  conversation  M-ith  his  Majesty. 

Sidney  on  taking  his  departure  repeated  the  assurance  that 
the  troops  under  Essex  would  arrive  before  Calais  by  Thurs- 
day, and  that  they  were  fast  marcliing  to  the  English  coast ; 
forgettiug,  apparently,  that,  at  the  beginning  of  the  inter- 
\ievr,  he  had  stated,  according  to  the  queen's  instructioai, 
that  the  troops  had  been  forbidden  to  march  until  a  favour- 
able answer  had  been  returned  by  the  king  to  her  pro-  , 
posal. 

Henry  then  retired  to  his  headquarters  for  the  purp 
of  dj-awing  up  information  for  his  minister  in  England,  Di 
Saney,  who  had  not  yet  been  received  by  the  queen,  and 
who  had  been  kept  in  complete  ignorance  of  this  mission  of 
Sidney  and  of  its  purport. 

While  the  kbg  was  thus  occupied,  the  English  envoy  was 
left  in  the  company  of  Calvaert,  who  endeavoured,  without 
much  success,  to  obtain  from  him  the  result  of  the  conference 
which  had  just  taken  place.  Sidney  was  not  to  be  pumped 
by  the  Dutch  diplomatist,  adroit  as  he  unquestionably  was, 
but,  so  soon  as  the  queen's  ambassador  was  fairly  afloat 
again  on  his  homeward  track — which  was  the  case  within 
tliree  hours  after  his  arrival  at  Boulogne — Calvaert  received 
from  the  king  a  minute  account  of  the  whole  conversation.* 

Henry  expressed  unbounded  gratitude  to  the  States- 
General  of  the  republic  for  their  prompt  and  libeml  assist- 
ance, and  he  eagerly  contrasted  the  conduct  of  Prince 
Maurice — sailing  forth  in  person  so  cliivalrously  to  his  rescud 
— with  the  sharp  bargainings  and  shoiicomings  of  the  queen. 
He  despatched  a  special  messenger  to  convey  his  thanks  to 

»  Oalvaertfl  Letter  nf  22  April,  1596,  recounting thia  rnnnrknhle  mteri**, 
is  given  at  length  in  Van  Deventer'a  valuflble  publication,  ii.  105-110. 
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the  prince,  and  he  expressed  his  liope  to  Calvaert  tluit  tho 
States  might  be  willing  that  their  troops  should  return  to 
besieged  place  under  the  command  of  Maurice,  whose 

presence   alone,   as  he    loudly   and   publicly  protested,  was 

»ort.h  four  thousand  men. 

But  it  was  too  late.  The  six  days  were  rapidly  passing 
away.  The  governor  of  Boulogne,  Campagnolo,  succeeded, 
by  Henry*8  command,  in  bringing  a  small  reinforcement  of 
two  or  three  hundred  men  iuto  the  citadel  of  Calais  during 
tbe  night  of  the  22nd  of  April.  This  devoted  little  band 
made  their  way,  when  tbe  tide  was  low,  along  the  flats  which 
stretched  between  the  fort  of  Rysbank  and  tlie  sea.  Some- 
times wading  up  to  the  neck  in  water,  sometimes  swimming 
for  their  lives,  and  during  a  greater  part  of  their  perilous 
march  clinging  bo  close  to  the  hostile  fortress  as  almost  to 
touch  its  guns,  the  gallant  adventurers  succeeded  in  getting 
into  the  citadel  in  time  to  be  butchered  with  the  rest  of  tbe 
garrison  on  the  following  day.  For  so  soon  as  the  handful 
of  men  had  gained  admittance  to  the  gates — although  other- 
wise the  aspect  of  affairs  was  quite  unchanged — tbe  rash  and 
weak  De  Vidosan  proclaimed  that  tbe  reinforcements  stipu- 
lated in  his  conditional  capitulation  having  arrived,  he 
should  now  resume  hostilities.  Whereupon  be  opened  fire 
wpon  tbe  town,  and  a  sentry  was  killed.  De  Rosne,  furious 
at  what  he  considered  a  breach  of  faith,  directed  a  severe 
i.'annonade  against  tho  not  very  formidable  walls  of  tbe  castle, 
Ehiring  the  artillery  engagement  whicb  ensued  the  Prince  of 
Orange,  who  had  accompanied  De  Rosne  to  tbe  siege,  had  a 
very  narrow  escape.  A  cannon-ball  from  the  town  took  off  the 
heads  of  two  Spaniards  standing  near  him,  bespattering  him 
with  their  blood  and  braina  He  was  urged  to  retire,  but 
assured  those  about  him  that  be  came  of  too  good  a  house  to 
be  afraid.  His  courage  was  commendable,  but  it  seems  not 
to  have  occurred  to  him  that  the  place  for  his  father's  son 
was  not  at  the  side  of  tbe  general  who  was  doing  tbe  work  of 
his  father's  murderer.  While  his  brother  Maurice  with  a  fleet 
of  twenty  Dutch  war-ships  was  attempting  in  vain  to  rescue 
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Calais  from  the  grasp  of  the  Spanish  king,  Philip  William  o< 
Nassau  was  looking  on,  a  pleased  and  passive  spectator  of  the 
desperate  and  unsuccessful  efforts  at  defence.  The  assault 
was  then  ordered.**  The  first  storm  was  repulsed,  mainly  hy 
the  Dutch  companies,  who  fought  in  the  breach  until  most 
of  their  numbers  were  killed  or  wounded,  their  captains 
Dominique  and  Le  Gros  having  both  fallem  The  next  attack 
was  successful,  the  citadel  was  carried,  and  the  whole  garrison* 
with  exception  of  what  remained  of  the  Hollanders  and  Zeiy 
landers,  put  to  the  sword.  De  Vidosan  himself  perished 
Thus  Calais  was  once  more  a  Spanish  city,  and  was  re-annexeil 
to  the  obedient  provinces  of  Flanders.  Of  five  thousand 
persons,  soldiers  and  citizens,  who  had  ttiken  refuge  in  the 
castle,  all  were  killed  or  reduced  to  captivity.'^ 

The  conversion  of  this  important  naval  position  into  a 
Spanish-Flemish  station  was  almost  as  disastrous  to  the 
republic  as  it  was  mortiiying  to  France  and  dangeioua  to 
England.  The  neighbouring  Dunkirk  had  long  been  a  nea* 
of  pirates,  whence  small,  fast-sailing  vessels  issued,  daily  and 
nightly,  to  proy  indiscriminately  u|>on  the  commerce  of  all 
nations.  These  corsairs  neither  gave  nor  took  quarter^  and 
were  in  the  habit,  after  they  had  plundered  their  prissea^  of 
setting  them  adrift,  with  the  sailors  nailed  to  the  deck  OT 
chained  to  the  rigging;  while  the  officers  were  held  for 
ransom.  In  case  the  vessels  themselves  were  wanted,  tht 
crews  were  indiscriminately  tossed  overboard ;  while,  on  tb* 
other  hand,  the  buccaneers  rarely  hesitated  to  blow  up  their 
own  ships  when  unable  to  escape  from  supenor  forc«3.  Cap- 
ture was  fullowed  by  speedy  execution,  and  it  was  let 
recently  that  one  of  these  freebooters  having  been  brooght 
into  Rotterdam,  the  whole  crow,  forty-four  in  number,  were 
hanged  on  the  day  of  their  arrival,  while  some  five  and  twenty 
merchant-captains  held  for  ransom  by  the  pirates  thus  ob- 
tained their  liberty." 

=»  l^Ieteren.  370.     De  la  Pise.  I  Albwi   to    Philip,    24    April,    IsS^ 

^  Dor,  IV.  184-188.    De  Thcwj.  xii  '  (Awh.  de  Simuicu  lAfL) 

031-637.    Meteren,  .HOO,  370.    Benti-        »  Bor,  IV.  50, 120.    JiciaaL  Kej^ 

vogUo,  439,   440.      Colomti,  211-217.  ' 
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And  now  Calais  was  likely  to  become  a  second  and  more 
dangeroas  sea-robbers'  cave  than  even  Dunkirk  had  been. 

>«otwithstandiiif^  this  unlucky  beginning  of  the  campaign 
for  the  tliree  allies,  it  was  determined  to  proceed  with  a 
considerable  undertaking  which  Lad  been  arranged  between 
England  and  the  republit\  For  the  time,  therefore,  the 
importunate  demands  of  the  queen  for  repayment  by  the 
States  of  her  disbursements  during  the  past  ten  years  were 
suspended.  It  had,  indeed,  never  been  more  ditFicult  tlian  at 
that  moment  fur  the  republic  to  furnish  extraordinary  sums  of 
money.  The  year  1595  had  not  been  prosperous.  Although 
the  general  advance  in  commerce,  manufactures,  and  in  every 
department  of  national  development  had  been  very  remark- 
able, yet  there  had  recently  been,  for  exceptional  causes,  an 
apparent  falling  oft';"  while,  on  the  other  hand,  there  had 
been  a  bad  harvest  iu  the  north  of  Europe.  In  UoUand, 
where  no  grain  was  grown,  and  which  yet  was  the  granary  of 
the  world,  the  prices  were  trebled.  One  hundred  and  eight 
bushels  (a  last)  of  rye,  which  ordinarily  was  worth  fifty  florins, 
now  sold  for  one  hundred  and  filly  ilorins,  and  other  objects 
of  consumption  were  equally  enhanced  in  value.**  On  the 
other  hand,  the  expenses  of  the  war  were  steadily  mcreasing, 
and  were  fixed  for  this  year  at  five  millions  of  florins.  The 
repubUc,  and  especially  the  States  of  Holland,  never  hesitated 
to  tax  heroically.  The  commonwealth  had  no  income  except 
that  which  the  several  provinces  chose  to  impose  upon  them- 
selves in  order  to  fill  the  quota  assigned  to  them  by  the 
Statea-General ;  but  tliis  defect  in  their  political  organization 
iras  not  sensibly  felt  so  long  as  the  enthusiasm  for  the  war 
ontinued  in  full  force.  The  people  of  the  Netherlands  knew 
full  well  that  there  was  no  liberty  for  them  without  fighting,  no 
^hting  without  an  army,  no  army  without  wages,  and  no  wages 
rithout  taxation ;  and  although  by  the  end  of  the  century  the 
imposts  had  become  so  high  that,  in  the  language  of  that  keen 
observer.  Cardinal  Beutivoglio,  nuncio  at  Brussels,  they  could 
scarcely  be  imagined  higher,  yet>  according  to  the  same 
"  Eeyd,  300.  "•  Bor,  IV.  152. 
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authority,  they  were  laid  unfiincliingly  and  paid  by  the  peoj>le 
without  a  miirniur,^^  During  this  year  and  the  next  the  States 
of  Holland,  whose  proportion  often  amounted  to  fifty  per  cent 
of  the  whole  contribution  of  the  United  Provinces,  and  who 
eyer  set  a  wholesome  example  in  taxation,  raised  the  duty  on 
imports  and  all  internal  taxes  by  one-eighth,  and  laid  a  fresh 
impost  on  such  articles  of  luxury  as  velvets  and  satins,  pk-aa 
and  processes.  Starch,  too,  became  a  source  of  considerable 
revenue.  With  the  fast-rising  prosperity  of  the  country  luxury 
had  risen  likewise,  and,  as  in  all  ages  and  countries  of  the  world 
of  which  there  is  record,  woman's  dress  signalized  itself  by 
extravagant  and  very  often  tasteless  conceptions.  In  a  ooim- 
try  where,  before  tlie  doctrine  of  popular  sovereignty  bad 
been  broached  in  any  part  of  the  world  by  the  most  speculft- 
tive  theorists,  very  vigorous  and  practical  examples  of 
democracy  had  been  aflforded  to  Europe  ;  in  a  coimtry  where, 
ages  before  the  science  of  political  economy  had  been 
dreamed  of,  lessons  of  free-trade  on  the  largest  scale  had 
been  taught  to  mankind  by  republican  traders  instinctiviel? 
breaking  in  many  directions  through  the  nets  by  which 
monarehs  and  oligarchs,  guilds  and  corporations,  had  hampered 
the  movements  of  commerce ;  it  was  natural  that  fashion 
should  instinctively  rebel  against  restraint.  The  iioiieat 
burgher's  vrow  of  Middelburg  or  Enkhuyzen  claimed  the 
right  to  make  herself  as  grotesque  as  Queen  Elizabeth  in  all 
her  glory.  Sumptuary  laws  were  an  unwholesome  part  of 
feudal  tyranny,  and,  as  such,  were  naturally  dropping  into 
obHvion  on  the  free  soil  of  the  Netherlands,  It  was  the  com- 
plaint therefore  of  moralists  that  unproductive  cousomptioo 
was  alarmingly  increasing.  Formerly  starcli  had  been  made 
of  the  refuse  parts  of  corn,  but  now  the  manufacturers  of  that 
article  made  use  of  the  bloom  of  the  wlieat  and  consumed  as 
much  of  it  as  would  have  fed  great  cities.  In  the  little 
village  of  Wormer  the  starch-makers  used  between  three  and 
four  thousand  bushels  a  week.  Thus  a  substantial  gentle 
woman  in  fashionable  array  might  bear  the  food  of  a  paiisk 
»•  RehsJone  delle  Provincia  Unit*. 
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upon  her  ample  bosom.  A  siugle  maaufticturer  in  Amsterdam 
required  four  hundred  weekly  bushels.  Such  was  the  demand 
for  the  stiffening  of  the  vast  ruffs,  the  wonderful  head-gear, 
tlie  elaborate  lace-work,  stomachers  and  streamers,  without 
which  no  lady  who  respected  herself  could  possibly  go  abroad 
to  make  her  daily  purchases  of  eggs  and  poultry  in  the 
market-place. 

"May  God  preserve  us,"  exclaimed  a  contemporary 
chronicler,  unreasonably  excited  on  the  starch  question, 
"  from  farther  luxury  and  wantonness,  and  abuse  of  His 
blessings  and  good  gifts,  that  the  punishment  of  Jeroboam, 
which  followed  u|>on  St>lomon's  fortunate  reign  and  the  gold- 
ships  of  Ophir,  may  not  come  upon  us."  ^ 

The  States  of  Holland  not  confounding — as  so  often  has 
been  the  case — the  precepts  of  moral  philosophy  with  those 
of  political  economy,  did  not,  out  of  fear  for  the  doom  of 
Jeroboam,  forbid  tlie  use  of  starch.  They  simply  laid  a  tax 
of  a  stiver  a  pound  on  the  commodity,**  or  about  six  per  cent, 
ad  valorem ;  and  this  was  a  more  wholesome  way  of  serving 
the  State  than  by  abridging  the  liberty  of  the  people  in 
the  choice  of  personal  attire.  Meantime  the  preachers 
were  left  to  thunder  from  their  pulpits  upon  tho  sinfulness 
of  starched  ruffles  and  ornamental  top-knots,  and  to  threaten 
their  fair  hearers  with  the  wrath  to  come,  with  as  much 
success  as  usually  attends  such  eloquence. 

There  had  been  uneasiness  in  the  provinces  in  regard  to 
the  designs  of  the  queen,  especially  since  the  States  had 
expressed  their  inability  to  comply  in  fiiU  with  her  demands 
for  repayment.  Spanish  emis^saiies  had  been  busily  circu- 
biting  calumnious  reports  that  her  Majesty  was  on  the  eve  of 
concluding  a  secret  peace  with  Philiji,  and  that  it  was  her 
intention  to  deliver  the  cautionary  towns  to  the  king.  The 
Government  attached  little  credence  to  such  statements,  but 
it  was  natural  that  Envoy  Caron  should  be  anxious  at  their 
perpetual  recurrence  both  in  England  and  in  the  provinces. 
So,  one  day,  he  had  a  long  conversation  with  the  Earl  of 
"  Reyd,  351.  »  Ibid. 
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Essex  on  the  subject;  for  it  will  bo  recoUocted  that  Lord 
Leicester  had  strenuously  attempted  at  an  earlier  day  to  gel 
complete  possession,  not  only  of  the  pletlged  cities  but  of 
Leydcn  also,  in  order  to  control  tlie  whole  country.     Essex 
was  aflame  with  indignation  at  once,  and  expressed  himself 
with  ids   customary   recklessness.      He    swore   that  if  her 
Majesty  were  so  far  forsaken  of  God  and  so  forgetful  of 
her  own  glory,  as  through  evil  counsel  to  think  of  making 
any  treaty  with  Spain,  without  the  knowledge  of  the  Statw- 
General  and  in  order  to  cheat  them,  he  would  himself  moke 
the  matter  as  public  as  it  was  possible  to  do,  and  would  place 
himself  in  direct  opposition  to  such  a  measure,  so  aa  to  sliow 
the  whole  world  that  his  heart  and  soul  were  foreign  at  legist 
to  any  vile  counsel  of  the.  kind  that  might  haye  been  given 
to  hia  Sovereign.**     Caron  and  Essex  conversed  much  in  this 
vein,  and,  although  the  envoy  especially  requested  him  not 
to  do  so,  the  earl,  who  was  not  distinguished  for  his  powers  of 
dissimulation,  and  who  suspected  Burleigh  of  again  tampering, 
as  he  had  often  before  tampered,  with  secret  agents  of  Phihp, 
went  straight  to  the  queen  with  the  story.     Next  day,  E*sl'X 
invited  Caron  to  dine  and  to  go  with  him  after  dinner  to  the 
queen.     This  was  done,  and,  so  soon  as  the  States*  envoy  was 
admitted  to  the  royal  presence,  her  Majesty  at  one©  opened 
the  subject.     She  had  heard,  she  said,  that  the  reports  in 
question   had  been   spread  through  the  provinces,  and  she 
expressed  much  indignation  m  regard  to  them.     She  swore 
very  vehemently,  as  usual,  and  protestetl  that  she  liad  better  i 
never  have  been  bom  than  prove  so  miserable  a  princess  as 
those  tales  would  make  her.     The  histories  of  England,  Ae 
said,  should  never  describe  her  as  guilty  of  such  falsehood. 
She  could  find  a  more  honourable  and  fitting  means  of  making  J 
peace  than  by  delivering  up  cities  and  strongholds  so  sincerely 
and  confidingly  placed  in  her  hands.     She  hoped  to  restore  j 
them  as  faithfully  as  they  had  loyally  been  entrusted  to  he 
keoping.     She  begged  Caron  to  acquaint  the  Statea-Genenil] 
with  these  asseverations ;  declaring  that  never  since  she  luul J 
^  Lcl  t«r  of  OaioQ,  3  Dec  1595,  apud  Bor,  IV.  150,  151. 
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sent  troops  to  tlio  NethorJands  had  she  lent  her  ear  to  those 
who  had  made  such  underhand  propositions.  She  waa  aware 
that  Cardinal  Albert  had  propositioos  to  make,  and  that  he 
was  desirous  of  inducing  both  the  French  king  and  herself 
to  consent  to  a  peace  with  Spain ;  but  she  promised  the 
StAtes'  envoy  solemnly  before  God  to  apprise  him  of  any 
such  overtures,  so  soon  as  they  should  be  made  known  to 
herself.*^ 

Much  more  in  this  strain,  with  her  usual  vehemence  and 
niif^hty  oaths,  did  the  great  queen  aver,  and  the  republican 
envoy,  to  whom  she  was  on  tliis  occasion  very  gracious,  was  fain 
to  believe  in  her  sincerity.  Yet  the  remembrance  of  the  amazing 
negotiations  between  the  qut^en's  ministers  and  the  agents  of 
Aletxander  Famese,  by  which  the  invtision  of  the  Armada  had 
been  masked,  could  not  but  have  left  an  uneasy  feeling  in 
the  mind  of  every  Dutch  statesman.  "I  tnist  in  God,"  said 
Caron,  "  that  He  may  never  so  abandon  her  as  to  permit  her 
to  do  the  reverse  of  what  she  now  protests  with  so  much 
passion,  Should  it  Ije  otherwise — which  God  forbid — I  should 
think  that  Ho  would  send  such  chastisement  upon  her  and 
her  people  that  other  princes  would  see  their  fate  therein  as 
in  a  mirror,  should  they  make  and  break  such  oaths  and 
promises.  I  tell  you  these  things  as  they  occur,  because,  as 
I  often  feel  uneasiness  myself,  I  imagine  that  my  friends  on 
the  other  side  the  water  may  be  subject  to  the  same  anxiety. 
Nevertheless,  beat  the  bush  as  I  may,  I  can  obtain  no  better 
information  than  this  which  I  am  now  sending  you."  " 

It  had  been  agreed  that  for  a  time  the  queen  should  desist 
firom  her  demands  for  repayment — which,  according  to  the 
Treaty  of  1585,  was  to  bo  made  ordy  after  cunchision  of  peace 
between  Spain  and  the  provinces,  but  which  Elizabeth  was 
frequently  urging  on  the  ground  that  the  States  could  now 
make  that  peace  when  tliey  chose — and  in  return  for  such 
remission  the  republic  promised  to  furnish  twenty-four  ships 
of  war  and  four  tenders  for  a  naval  expethtion  which  was  now 
projected  against  the  Spanish  coast.  These  waivships  were  to 
»*  Letter  of  Caron,  ubi  tup,  ••  Ibid. 
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be  of  four  hnndred,  three  hundred,  and  two  hundred  tons- 
eight  of  each  dimension — and  the  estimated  expense  of  their 
fitting  ont  for  five  months  was  512,796  florins.*' 

Before  the  end  of  April,  notwithstanding  the  disappoint- 
ment occasioned  in  the  Netherlands  hj  the  loss  of  Calais, 
which  the  States  had  so  energetically  striven  to  prerent, 
the  fleet  under  Admiral  John  of  Duvenwoord,  Seigneur  of 
Warmond.  and  Vice- Admirals  Jan  Gerbrantz  and  Comelios 
Leusen.  had  arrired  at  Plymouth,  ready  to  sail  with  their 
English  allies^*^  There  were  three  thousand  sailors  of  Holland 
and  Zealand  on  board,  the  best  mariners  in  the  world,  and  two 
thoosand  two  hundred  picked  Teterans  from  the  garrisons  of 
the  Netherlands.*  These  land-troops  were  English,  but  they 
bek^nged  to  the  States*  army,  which  was  composed  of  Datch, 
German.  Walloon.  Scotch,  and  Irish  soldiers,  and  it  vas  a 
liber&I  concession  on  the  part  of  the  republican  Groyemment 
to  aiktw  them  to  serve  on  the  present  expedition.  By  the 
terms  of  the  treaty  the  queen  had  no  more  power  to  send 
these  companies  to  invade  Spain  than  to  campaign  against 
Tyr  Owen  in  Ireland,  while  at  a  moment  when  the  cardinal 
iir\':.iukr  Lai  a  stronger  and  better-appointed  army  in 
F.i:.iir?  :l.aii  had  been  seen  for  many  years  in  the  pro- 
T::-.>t5,  i:  was  a  most  hazardous  experiment  for  the  States 
I.-'  sc :..:  s<"  v>;r.s:de:^ble  a  portion  of  their  land  and  nayal  forces 
;:i\  :■.  a  viistai::  adventure.  It  was  also  a  serious  blow  to  tbem 
tv^  l<  v:-:ir:vc\i  for  the  whole  season  of  that  valiant  and 
:\y:r!.v.>.-.:  a mn-aiivirr.  Sir  Francis  Vere,  the  most  valnable 
".:::::;".;'»:.:.  save  Lewis  William,  that  Maurice  had  at  his 
^ii>; vol ::,::.  'i'tt  Vere  was  to  take  command  of  this  con- 
xiriM::  :l.us  st:.t  to  the  coast  of  Spain,  at  the  very  moment 
>\;.tu  :*:u-  r-:rul'.:t"an  army  ought  to  issue  from  their  winter 
v:ust:<  :>i ,-.:;.:  ivc:-  active  operations  in  the  field.  The  conse- 
^;u;:.,o  .:"  :"..:>  viinvlnr.ticn  of  their  strength  and  drain  upon 
t:u  :r  n  s.  i::\\^  was  that  the  Slates  were  unable  to  put  an 
anv.y  in  the  r.oid  during  the  current  year,  or  make  any 
attempt  at  a  oan*.{>aign. 

V  IVt.  IV.  u<.  l<i  »  Ibid  191.  »  IbuJ. 
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Tbe  queen  wrote  a  warm  letter  of  tlianks  to  Admiral 
Warmond  for  the  promptness  and  efficiency  with  which  he 
had  brought  his  fleet  to  the  place  of  rendezvous,  and  now 
all  was  bustle  and  preparation  in  the  English  ports  for  the 
exciting  expedition  resolved  upon.  Never  during  Philips 
life-time^  nor  for  several  years  before  his  birth,  had  a  hostile 
foot  trod  the  soil  of  Spain,  except  during  the  brief  landing  at 
Coninna  in  1590,  and,  although  the  king's  beard  had  been 
well  singed  ten  years  previously  by  Sir  Francis  Drake,  and 
although  the  coast  of  Portugal  had  still  more  recently  been 
invaded  by  Essex  and  Vere,  yet  the  present  adventure  was  on 
a  larger  scale,  and  held  out  brighter  prospects  of  success  than 
any  preceding  expedition  had  done.  In  an  age  wben  the 
line  between  the  land  and  sea  service,  between  regular  cam- 
[paignera  and  volunteers,  between  public  and  private  warfare, 
I  between  chivalrous  knights-errant  and  buccaneers,  was  not 
'  very  distinctly  drawn,  there  could  be  nothing  more  exciting 
to  adventurous  spirits,  more  tempting  to  the  imagination  of 
those  who  hated  the  Pope  and  Philip,  who  loved  fighting, 
prize-money,  and  the  queen,  tlian  a  foray  into  S^min. 

It  was  time  to  return  the  visit  of  the  Armada.    Some  of 
the  sea-kings  were   gone.      Those    magnificent   freebooters, 
Drake  and  Hawkins,  had  just  died  in  the  West  Indies,  and 
doughty  Sir  Koger  Williams  had  left  the  world  in  which  he 
had  bustled  so  efiectively,  bequeathing  to  posterity  a  classic 
memorial  of  near  a  half  century  of  hard  fighting,  written, 
lone  might  almost  imagine,  in  his  demi-pique  saddle.     But 
that  most  genial,  valiant,  impracticable,  reckless,  fascinating 
I  hero  of  romance,  the  Earl  of  Essex— still  a  youth  although  a 
'  veteran  in  service — was  in  the  spring-tide  of  favour  and  glory, 
and  was  to  command  the  land-forces  now  assembled  at  Ply- 
mouth.    That  other  corsair  ** — as  the  Spaniards  called  hira — 
I  that  other  charming  and  heroic  shape  in  England's  chequered 
I  chronicle  of  chivalry  and  crime — famous  in  arts  and  arms, 
politics,  science,  literature,  endowed  with  so  many  of  the  gifts 


*•  "Olru  corsftrio  Uomudo  Gualend,"  says  the  historinn  Herrera,  ini^eruously 
fusing  into  one  the  Chrialian  and  family  namto  of  Sir  Walter  Kalcigh,  iii.  585. 


382 


THE  UNITED  NETHERLANDS.        Chap.  XXXll. 


by  which  men  confer  lustre  on  their  age  and  country,  whose] 
name  was  already  a  part  of  Enghmd*8  eternal  glory,  wliow 
trarjic  destiny  was  to  be  her  undying  shame — Raleigh,  tbtti 
soldier,  sailor,  scholar,  statesman,  poet,  historian,  geogiaphlcalj 
discoverer,  planter  of  empires  yet  unborn — was  also  pr»eDty] 
helping  to  organize  the  somewhat  chaotic  elemontfi  of  which  1 
the  chief  Anglo-Dutch  enterprise  for  this  year  against 
Spanish  world-dominion  was  compounded. 

And,  again,  it  is  not  superfluous  to  recal  the  comparaiif 
slender  materiftls,  both  in  bulk  and  numbers,  over  which  the 
vivid  intelligence  and   restless  energy  of  the  two  leading 
Protestant  powers,  the  Kingdom  and  tlie  Republic,  disposed. 
Their  contest  against  the  overshadowing  empire,  whidj  w«i 
80  obstinately   striving    to   become  the    fifth-monairby  of 
history,  was  waged  liy  land  and  naval  forces,  which  in  their  j 
aggregate  numbers  would  scarce  make  a  startling  list  of ' 
killed  and  wounded  in  a  single  modem  battle ;  by  ships  sach 
that  a  whole  fleet  of  them  might  be  swept  out  of  existenf>6 
with  half-a-dozen  modern  broadsides ;  by  weapons  which  would 
seem  to  modern  eyes  hke  clumsy  toys  for  children.    Such  wis 
the  machinery  by  which  the  world  waa  to  be  lost  and  won,  hw 
than  three  centuries  ago.     Coidd  science,  which  even  in  thtt 
ago  had  made  gigantic  strides  out  of  the  preceding  darknen, 
have  revealed  its   later   miracles,  and  have  presented  ill  | 
terrible  powers  to  the  despotism  which  was  seeking  to  crttih 
all  Christendom  beneath  its  feet,  the  possible  residt  might 
have  been  most  tragical  to  humanity.    While  there  are  few 
iTiventions  in  morals,  the  demon  Intellect  is  ever  at  his  woric, 
knowing  no  fatigue  and  sconiing  contentment  in  bis  reoUefif 
demands  upon  the  infinite  Unknown.  Yet  moral  truth  remains 
unchanged,  gradually  through  the  ages  extending  its  influence, 
and  it  is  only  by  conformity  to  its  simple  and  eternal  dictatdi 
that  nations,  like  individuals,  can  preserve  a  healthful  exist- 
ence.    In  the  unending  warfare  between  right  aud  wtod^ 
between  liberty  and  despotism,  Evil  has  the  mlvaotago  of 
rapidly  assuming  many  shapes.     It  has  been  well  aaid  tliil 
constant  vigilance  is  the  price  of  liberty.    The  tendeocy  of 
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OUT  own  times,  stimulated  by  Bcientific  discoveries  and  their 
practical  application,  is  to  political  consolidation,  to  the 
absorption  of  lesser  communities  in  greater,  just  as  dis- 
integration was  tlie  leading  characteristic  of  the  darker  ages. 
The  scheme  of  Charlemagne  to  organize  Europe  into  a  single 
despotism  was  a  brilliant  failure  because  the  forces  which 
were  driving  human  society  into  local  and  gradual  recon- 
struction around  various  centres  of  crystallization  were 
irresistible  to  any  countervailing  enginry  which  the  emperor 
had  at  his  disposal.  The  attempt  of  Phih'p,  eight  centuries 
later,  at  nuivLTsal  monarchy,  was  frivolous,  although  he  could 
dispose  of  material  agencies  whif!h  in  the  hands  of  Charle- 
magne might  have  made  the  dreams  of  Charlemagne  possible. 
It  was  frivolous  because  the  rising  instinct  of  the  age  was  for 
religious,  political,  and  commercial  freedom  in  a  far  intenser 
degree  than  those  who  lived  in  that  age  were  themselves 
aware.  A  considerable  republic  liad  been  evolved  as  it  were 
involuntarily  out  of  the  necessities  of  the  time  almost  without 
self-consciousness  that  it  was  a  republic,  and  even  against 
the  desire  of  many  who  were  guiding  its  destinies.  And  it 
found  itself  in  constant  combination  with  two  monarch?, 
despotic  at  heart  and  of  enigmatical  or  indiflerent  rpligious 
convictions,  who  yet  reigned  over  peoples  largely  influenced 
by  enthusiasm  for  freedom.  Thus  liberty  was  preserved 
for  the  world ;  but,  as  the  law  of  human  progress  would 
seem  to  be  ever  by  a  spiral  movement,  it  seems  strange 
to  the  superficial  observer  not  prune  to  generalizing,  that 
Calvinism,  which  unquestionably  was  the  hard  receptacle  in 
frliieh  tlie  germ  of  human  freedom  was  preserved  in  various 
atnes  and  at  diflerent  e|>ochs,  should  have  so  often  de- 
generated into  tyranny.  Yet  notwithstanding  the  burning 
of  Senetus  at  Geneva,  and  the  hanging  of  Mary  Dyer  at 
Boston,  it  is  certain  that  France,  England,  the  Netherlands, 
and  America,  owe  a  large  share  of  such  political  liberty  as 
they  have  enjoyed  to  Calvinism.  It  may  be  possible  for 
large  masses  of  humanity  to  accept  for  ages  the  idea  of  one 
infallible  Church,  however  tyrannical:   but   the  idea  once 
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admitted  that  there  may  be  many  churches ;  that  what  it 
called  the  State  can  be  separated  from  what  ia  called  the 
Chui"ch  ;  the  idea  of  infallibility  and  of  authority  soon  becomes 
ridiculous — a  mere  fiction  of  political  or  fashionable  quackery 
to  impose  upou  the  uneducated  or  the  unreflecting. 

And  now  Essex,  Raleigh  and  Howard,  Vere,  Warmond  and 
Nassau  were  about  to  invade  the  shores  of  the  despot  who 
sat  in  his  study  plotting  to  annex  England,  Scotland,  Ireland, 
France,  the  Dutch  republic,  and  the  German  empire  to  the 
realms  of  tSpuin,  Portugal,  Naples,  Milan,  and  the  Eastern  j 
and  Western  Indies,  over  which  he  already  reigned. 
The  fleet  consisted  of  fifty-seven  ships  of  war,  of  wl 
13  Jan.  twenty-four  were  Dutch  vessels  under  Admiral 
1596.  Warmond,  with  three  thousand  sailors  of  HoUand  i 
and  Zeeland.  Besides  the  s^iilors,  there  was  a  force  of  six 
tiiouaand  foot  soldiers,  including  the  English  veterans  from  the 
Netherlands  under  Sir  Francis  Vere.  There  were  also  fifty 
transpoi-ts  laden  with  ammunition  and  stores.  The  expedi- 
tion was  under  the  joint  command  of  Lord  High  Admiral 
Howard  and  of  the  Earl  of  Essex.  Many  noble  and  knightly 
volunteers,  both  from  England  and  the  republic,  were  on 
board,  including,  besides  those  already  mentioned,  Loml 
Thomas  Howard,  son  of  the  Duke  of  Norfolk,  Sir  John 
Wingfield,  who  had  commanded  at  Gertruydenburg,  when  h 
bad  been  so  treacherously  surrendered  to  Famese ;  Coant 
Lewis  G anther  of  Nassau,  who  had  so  recently  escaped  from 
the  disastrous  fight  with  Mondi-agon  in  the  Lippe,  and  was 
now  continuing  his  education  according  to  the  plan  laid 
down  for  him  by  his  elder  brother  Lewis  William  ;  Nicolas 
Meetkerk,  Peter  Regesmortes,  Don  Christopher  of  Portngal 
son  of  Don  Antonio,  and  a  host  of  other  adventurers. 

On  the  last  day  of  June  the  expedition  arrived  off  Gtdtt. 
Next  morning  they  found  a  splendid  Spanish  fleet  in  the  har- 
bour of  that  city,  including  four  of  the  famous  apoetolic 
great  galleons,  St.  Philip,  St.  Matthew,  St.  Thomas  and  St 
Andrew,  with  twenty  or  thirty  great  war-ships  besides^  attd 
fifty-seven  well-armed  Indiamen,  which  were  to  be  convowd 
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on  their  outward  voyage,  with  a  cargo  ostimated  at  twelve 
millions  of  ducats. 

The  St.  Philip  was  the  phenomenon  of  naval  architecture 
of  that  day,  larger  and  stronger  than  any  sliip  before  i  juiy, 
known.  She  was  two  tliousaud  tons  burden,  carried  ^^^''• 
eighty-two  bronze  cannon,  and  had  a  crew  of  twelve  hundred 
men.  The  other  three  apostles  earned  each  fifty  guns  and 
four  hundred  men.  The  armament  of  the  other  war-sliips 
varied  from  fifty-two  to  eighteen  guns  each.  The  presence 
of  such  a  forTnidable  foroL!  might  have  seemed  a  motive  for 
discouragement,  or  at  least  of  caution.  On  the  contrary,  tho 
ftilventurers  dashed  at  once  upon  their  prey ;  thus  finding  a 
larger  booty  than  they  had  dared  to  expect.  There  was  but 
a  brief  engagement.  At  tho  outset  a  Dutch  ship  accidentally 
blew  up,  and  gave  much  encouragement  to  tliu  Spaniards. 
Their  joy  was  but  short-lived.  Two  of  the  great  galleons 
were  soon  captured,  the  other  two,  the  St.  Philip  and  the 
St.  Thomas,  were  run  agromid  and  burned.  The  rest  of 
the  war-ships  were  driven  within  the  harbour,  but  were 
nuable  to  prevent  a  Innding  of  the  enemy's  forces.  In  the 
eagerness  of  the  tdlies  to  seize  tho  city,  they  unluekily 
allowed  many  of  the  ludiamen  to  eflect  their  escape  tlu-cnigh 
tho  puente  del  Zuazzo,  which  had  not  been  sujiposeil  a  navi- 
gable passage  fur  sliips  of  such  burthen,  Nine  hundred 
soldiers  under  Essex,  nnd  four  hundred  noble  volunteers 
under  Lewis  Gunther  of  Nassau,  now  sprang  on  shore,  and 
drove  some  eleven  hundred  Spanish  skirmishers  back  within 
the  gates  of  tho  city,  or  into  a  bastion  recently  raised  to 
fortify  the  point  when  tho  troops  had  landed.  Young  Nassau 
oed  the  bulwark  swurd  in  hand,  carried  it  at  tho  first 

ault,  and  planted  his  colours  on  its  battlement.  It  was 
the  flag  of  William  tho  Silent;  for  the  republican  banner 
was  composed  of  the  family  colours  of  tho  founder  of  tho 
new  commonwealth.*'  The  blazonrj^  of  the  proscribed  and 
aasassiuated  rebel  waved  at  last  defiantly  over  one  of  the 
chief  cities  of  Spain.     Essex  and  Nassau  and  all  the  rest 
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Bn  entered  the  city.  There  vfii£  little  fighting.  Twenty- 
five  English  and  Hollanders  were  killed,  and  about  as  matjy 
Spaniards.  Essex  knighted  about  fifty  gentlemen.  English- 
men and  HoUandei-s,  in  the  square  of  Cadiz  for  their  gal- 
lantry. Among  the  number  were  Lewis  Gunther  of  Nassau, 
Admiral  Warmond,  and  Poter  llegesmortes.  Colonel  KieoUs 
Meetkcrke  was  killed  in  the  brief  action,  and  Sir  John  Wing- 
field,  who  insisted  upon  prancing  about  on  horseback  without 
his  armour,  defying  the  townspeople  and  neglecting  the 
urgent  appeal  of  Sir  Francis  Vore,  was  also  slain.  The 
Spanish  soldiei-s,  discouraged  by  the  defeat  of  the  ships  on 
which  they  had  relied  for  protection  of  the  town,  retreate«i 
with  a  great  portion  oftho  inhabitants  into  the  citadel 
Next  morning  the  citiidel  capitulated  without  striking  a  bbw, 
although  tliere  were  six  thousand  able-bodied,  well-armed 
men  within  its  walls.  It  was  one  of  the  most  astonishing 
panics  over  recorded.  The  great  ileet,  making  a 
third  of  the  king's  navy,  the  city  of  Cadiz  and  ha 
fortress,  were  surrendered  to  this  audacious  littlo  force,  which 
had  only  arrived  off  the  harbour  thiity-six  hours  beiore.  The 
invaders,  had,  however,  committed  a  great  mistake.  They 
had  routed,  and,  as  it  were,  captured  the  Spanish  galleooa, 
but  they  bad  not  taken  |x}88cs3iou  of  them,  such  bad  been 
their  eagerness  to  enter  the  city.  It  was  now  agreed  Uiftt 
the  fleet  shoidd  be  ransomed  for  two  million  ducats,  but  the 
proud  Duke  of  Jledina  Sidonia,  who  had  already  wit 
the  destruction  of  one  miglity  armada,  preferred  thai 
splendid  ships  too  should  perish  rather  than  that  tbey  ahoold 
pay  tribute  to  the  enemy.  Scorning  the  capitulation  of  tbo 
commandant  of  the  citadel,  he  ordered  the  fleet  to  be  set  OQ 
fire.  Thirty-two  ships,  most  of  them  vessels  of  war  of  the 
highest  class,  were  burned,  with  all  their  equipments.  Tira|| 
hundred  cannon  sank  at  once  to  the  bottom  of  the  B*y 
Cadiz,  besides  arms  for  five  or  six  thousand  men.  At  leMl 
one-thii*d  of  Pliibp's  effective  navy  was  thus  destroyed. 

The  victors  now  sticked  the  city  very  tlioroughly,  but  Um 
results  were  disappointing.     A  lai-ge  portion  of  the  portaUe 
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wealth  of  tho  iiiliabitauts,  their  gold  and  their  jewelry,  Iiad 
been  bo  cunningly  concealed  that,  although  Italf  a  dozen 
persona  were  tortured  till  they  should  reveal  hidden  treasures, 
not  more  than  live  hundred  thousand  ducats  worth  of  i>lunder 
was  obtained.  Another  sum  of  equal  amount  having  been 
levied  upon  the  citizens  ;  forty  notable  personages,  among 
them  eighteen  ecclesiastical  dignitaries,  were  carried  off  as 
hostages  for  its  payment  The  city  was  now  set  on  fire  by 
command  of  Essex  in  four  difiorent  quarters.  Especially  the 
cathedral  and  other  churches,  the  convents  and  the  hospitals, 
were  burned.  It  was  perliaps  not  unnatural  that  both 
Englishmen  and  Hollanders  should  bo  disposed  to  wreak  a 
barbarous  vengeance  on  everything  representative  of  tho 
Church  which  they  abhorred,  and  from  whicti  such  endless 
misery  had  issued  to  the  uttermost  comers  of  their  own 
countries.  But  it  is  at  any  rate  refreshing  to  record  amid 
these  acts  of  piUage  and  desti-uction,  in  whieh,  as  must  ever 
be  the  case,  the  innocent  and  the  lowly  were  made  to  sufter 
for  the  crimes  of  crowned  and  mitred  culprits,  that  not  many 
special  acts  of  cnielty  were  committed  upon  individuals. 
No  man  was  murdered  in  cold  blood,  no  woman  was  out- 
raged.^ Tho  beautiful  city  was  left  a  desolate  and  blackened 
rain,  and  a  general  levy  of  spoil  was  made  for  the  benefit  of 
tho  victors,  but  there  was  no  infringement  of  the  theory  and 
practice  of  tlie  laws  of  war  as  understood  in  that  day  or  in 
later  ages.  It  is  even  recorded  that  Essex  ordered  one  of 
liis  soldiere,  who  was  found  stealing  a  woman's  gown,  to  be 
hanged  on  the  spot,  but  that,  wearied  by  the  intercession  of 
an  ecclesiastic  of  Cadiz,  the  canon  Qaesada,  he  consented 
at  last  to  pardon  the  marauder.**'' 

It  was  the  earnest  desire  of  Essex  to  hold  Cadiz  instead  of 
destroying  it.  With  three  thousand  men,  and  with  temporary 
Bopplies  from  the  fleet,  the  place  could  bo  maintained  against 

«=  Tlib  Lj  the  cxpitsa  testimony  of  for  this  cxix?«1ilion  i\rn  Bnr,  IV.  232- 

Ibo  Spftuiah  historinii  Hcm-rn,  whoso  235.     Mcterrn,  374-a77.    Reyd,  278- 

CTldnttfp  will  hftrdly  be  diaput«Hl.  Her-  '  281.    Herrr-m,  iii.  0;j2-«315.    De  Thoit, 

TPift,  iiL645.  xii.  671-074,  I.  no.   CV\m;Un,  517-523. 

"  The  chief  auihontitw  rommltcl  Fruin,  35ft-:ifi0, 
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ioee^er  aomiaaiidDig  tlits 
[  ^id  all  iim  KeUkcrianders  seconded 
to  poi  aahore  &»a  tlseir 
to  eerre  tura  tboosuMi 
If  tke  ITkglirli  admiral  would  do  at 
ha  mSkwmmr^  «applied  witliottt  limit 
tbom  in  Pliilip's  5]ii& 
.x9  «i*  Bkeiiky  wwoemStf  in  &Totir  of  the  pro- 
ject, bii  he  ^Dod  aiafte.    AH  tke  otb^  Ei^lishmen  opposed 
it  AS  h— do^  fitiaiagyM,  mad  m  dit^cl  coatrntetitioQ  of 
tfo  BSHte  ki«li»rti»i  «C  tfae  qoeati.     'With  a  sigh  or  a 
lor  vtkAt  he  ooBadeted  ths  H^eriliiCMis  cantion  of  ha 
n^al  vistni^  and  the  tsaggBBled  doeilitT  of  Lord  Higb 
Jdniial  Mowaid,  Ksex  was  hm  to  eooletil  himeelf  with  the 
arV  sad  the  oottflagrratkiB,  aad  the  aUkd  flaei  sailed  avBj 

On  theb  «•  J  to^aida  UAem  Hhey  MuchateA  off  Faio,  aiwl 
landed  a  Ibroe^  dii^j  of  NcUwdaadoB,  wlio  expeditkosty 
bqmed  and  phiadctcd  the  plac!?.  When  thej  reached  t2i« 
aeigfaliuuihood  of  Iidboii»  they  i«oetfad  mfiamkatiflo 

gp  ,i!  i!>  et  •  f  In.!i;iiiitn,  nL-hly  h.ien.  were  dailj  expected  from 
the  Flemish  i>I;\nds,  as  the  Azores  were  then  denominated. 
Again  Essex  was  vehemently  disposed  to  steer  at  once  for 
that  station,  in  order  to  grasp  so  templing  a  prize;  again 
he  was  strenuously  supjx>rted  by  the  Dutch  admiral  and 
Vere,  and  again  Lord  Howard  peremptorily  interdicted  the 
plan.  It  was  contraiy  to  his  instructions  and  to  his  ideas  of 
duty,  he  Si\id,  to  risk  so  valuable  a  portion  of  her  Majest)''s 
fleet  on  so  doubtful  a  venture.  His  ships  were  not  fittetl 
for  a  winter's  cruise,  he  urged.  Thus,  although  it  was  the 
ver\'  heart  of  midsummer,  the  fleet  was  ordered  to  sail 
h')me\vard.  The  usual  result  of  a  divided  command  was 
made  manifest,  and  it  proved  in  the  sequel  that,  had  they 
Railf'd  i'or  the  inlands,  tliey  would  have  jwuneed  at  exactly 
the  right  moment  upon  an  unprotected  fleet  of  merchant- 
men, with  cargoes  valued  at  seven  millions  of  ducats.  Essex, 
not  being  wiUing  to  undertake  the  foray  to  the  Azores  with 
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the  Dutch  8bii>s  alone,  was  obliged  to  digest  his  spleen  as 
best  he  could.  Meantime  the  English  Oeet  bore  away  for 
England,  leaving  Essex  in  his  own  ship,  together  with  the 
two  captured  Spanish  galleons,  to  his  fate.  That  fate  might 
have  been  a  disastrous  one,  for  his  prizes  were  not  fully 
manned,  his  own  vessel  was  far  from  powerful,  and  thero 
were  many  rovers  and  cruisei-s  upon  the  seas.  The  Dutch 
twlniiral,  with  all  his  ships,  however,  remained  in  company, 
and  safely  convoyed  him  to  Plymouth,  where  they  u  Aug. 
arrived  only  a  day  or  two  later  than  Howard  and  ^^^''* 
his  fleet/'  Warmond^  who  iiad  been  disposed  to  sail  up 
the  Thames  in  order  to  pay  his  respects  to  the  queen,  was 
informed  that  his  presence  would  not  be  desirable  but  ratlier 
an  embarrassment.  He,  however,  received  the  following 
letter  from  the  hand  of  Elizabeth. 

**  Monsieur  Duvenwooru,— The  report  made  to  me  by  the 
generals  of  our  fleet,  just  happily  arrived  from  the  coast  of 
Spain,  of  the  devoirs  of  those  who  have  been  partakers  in  so 
famous  a  victory,  ascribtis  so  much  of  it  to  the  valour,  skill, 
and  readiness  exhibited  by  yourself  and  om*  other  friends 
from  the  Netheriunds  under  your  command,  during  the  whole 
course  of  the  expedition,  as  to  fill  our  mind  with  special  joy 
and  satisfaction,  and  with  a  desire  to  impart  these  feelings  to 
you.  No  other  means  presenting  themselves  at  this  moment 
than  that  of  a  letter  (in  some  sense  darkening  the  picture  of 
the  conceptions  of  our  soul),  we  are  willing  to  make  use  of  it 
while  waiting  for  means  more  effectual.  Wishing  thus  to 
disburthen  ourselves  we  find  ourselves  confused,  not  knowing 
where  to  begm,  the  greatness  of  each  part  exceeding  the 
merit  of  the  other.  For,  the  vigour  and  promptness  with 
which  my  lords  the  States-General  stepped  into  the  enter- 
prise, made  us  acknowledge  that  \he  good  favour,  wliich  wo 
ive  always  borne  the  United  Provinces  and  the  proofs 
hereof  which  we  have  given  in  the  benefits  conferred  by  us 
upon  them,  had  not  been  ill-bestowed.     The  valour,  skill, 


**  Bor,  Melcrcn,  Eeyd,  Do  Tkou,  uW  tup, 
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by  jmi  in  tliis  euierprige  show  Uiii 
iOR  «e  wortlij  llie  favour  and  pro- 
ik  liMBe  iAf>  vtdi  to  tyraimise  OTer 
i  and  the  ^oor  sbown  by  yam, 
m  ih&  Earl  of  iksex  ou  bik 
•A  cat  off  froni  €m  fleet,  Aud 
I  Ae  liglft  ^Wl4«|iiifed  of  ail  Kqiporl,  when  jou  k^pl 
ly  vith  Un  tad  pete  bim  eaeBrt  mto  the  buboor  of 
MHiiBte  <n  tlie  <ma  huid  yum  foraeight  it 
hf  jffor  pwBt  *ad  patkooe  agniiwl  all  d» 
Hia^  wiaA,  Ham^  tm  aeesdent  faUing  upon  one  oC  tlie 
dMiiflf  ear  VDmdft  ndglrl  kttte  dsdae&ed  the  gresl  lic 
•Hi  «i  Aft  «0iflr  kMd  lbs  fafmr  Md  fire  dT  tiie  aflb 
whidi  yon  bfiftr  ng^  iiwuMiiiiig  Uto^  through  &  douHe  bowi 
the  iriMij^linni  wri  are  owing  ^fout  which  k  io  greal  in  m 
hettts  thai  we  have  ^t  bomid  to  ^m^mr^  m  part  af  ft  I9 
mnmn  of  thh  writings  whidi  we  beg  jott  to  commtmieato  to 
Ibe  iffaole  eoaaiwij  of  oar  friends  wider  jom  cotniBaiil} 
mtjhig  to  ftem  beiidca^  that  tbej  may  feel  assured  that  mm 
m  ire  haie  bdore  giren  proof  of  oar  goodwill  to  their  latbs^ 
I^kL  50  henceforth — incited  hr  their  deroirs  and  merits — ^w© 
are  reacJy  to  extend  our  bounty  and  affection  in  all  ways 
which  may  become  a  princess  recompensing  the  Tirtaes  and 
gratitude  of  a  nation  so  worthy  as  yours. 

**  Elizabeth  R 
'' nth  August,  looe."*^ 

This  letter  was  tmnsmitted  by  the  admiral  to  the  States- 
General,  Avho  furuisbed  liim  with  a  copy  of  it,  but  enrolled 
the  original  in  their  archives ;  recording  as  it  did,  in  the  hand 


*'  Tilt-  1.  ttor,  tr;-tn.«.].itcxl  of  conr-<- 
into  Fl.  iniMi.  is  ^'iv<n  in  full  by  Bor, 
IV.  '2'.','>.  Iiicn.liUc  as  it  umy  >«vni. 
CnriKli  ii  n- t  "nly  niiikcs  nn  ;illusif  n  to 
till-  >(.(fi;.l  nii(i  jii.  innr.iblt.- .M-nioe  I'f 
til.  Dutch  Adiiiiril.  and  tn  xhv  ODthu- 
f-in.-lir  iii.i)rolati.pii  ].(>t..\vcti  uih.h  liiin 
iiii'l  lii-  (w.iiini(l(..'-  l.y  the  (jiutn,  Imt 
he  never  once  uieiitions  him  in  lii.s 
fireount,  save  that  towfirds  the  end  of 
a  list  ef  persons  knightt-d  after  the 


takinp:  of  the  city  the  namo  oC  John 
van  DuvenTord  appears;  The  Englbfa 
lii^toriiin,  indoixl,  carefully  grippreaees 
the  jiluire  taken  by  the  sailors  and 
?-'ldi«  rs  of  the  Dutch  rtpublio  in  ibt.- 
eX]><:-<lition  ;  f^wrctdy  tlio  faintt-?l  sllu- 
>ion  Kins  made  to  thorn  from  the  bt- 
L'innini,'  to  the  end  of  his  narritivo. 
Tile  whole  afthir  is  rcpresentcHl  r>  :i 
purely  Enghsh  adrcnturc  and  Eliiglish 
triun>i)h. 
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of  the  great  English  queen,  so  striking  a  testimoDy  to  the 
valom-  and  the  gcMxl  conduct  of  Netherlanders.*' 

The  results  of  this  expedition  were  considerable,  for  tho 
king's  navy  was  crippled,  a  great  city  was  destroyed,  and 
some  millions  of  pliioder  had  been  obtained.  But  the  per- 
manent posse&sion  of  Cadiz,  whieh.  In  such  cas<:*,  Essex  hoped 
to  exchange  for  Calais,  and  the  destniction  of  the  fleet  at  the 
Azores — possible  achievements  both,  aud  unwisely  neglected 
— would  have  been  far  more  profitable,  at  least  to  England. 
It  was  also  matter  of  deep  regret  that  there  was  much  quar- 
relling between  tbe  Netherlanders  and  the  Englishmen  as  to 
their  respective  share  of  the  spoils ;  the  Netfierlanders  com- 
plaining loudly  that  they  hiad  been  defrauded.  Moreover  tho 
merchants  of  Mid  del  burg,  Amsterdam,  and  other  commercial 
cities  of  Holland  and  Zeeland  were,  as  it  proved,  the  real 
ttwners  of  a  large  portion  of  the  property  destroyed  or  pil- 
laged at  Cadiz ;  so  that  a  loss  estimated  as  high  as  three 
hundred  thuusand  florins  fell  upon  those  unfortunate  traders 
through  this  triumph  of  the  allies.*^ 

The  internal  consequences  of  the  fall  of  Calais  had 
threatened  at  tho  first  moment  to  bo  as  disastrous  as  tho 
international  results  of  that  misfortune  had  already  proved. 
The  hoiu*  for  the  definite  dismemberment  and  partition  of 
the  French  kingdom,  not  by  foreign  conquerors  but  among 
its  own  self-seeking  and  disloyal  grandees,  seemed  to  have 
struck.  The  indomitable  Henry,  ever  most  buoyant  when 
most  pressed  Ijy  misfortune,  was  on  tho  way  to  his  camp  at 
La  FerCt  encoui-agiug  the  faint-hearted,  and  providing  as 
well  as  ho  could  for  the  safety  of  tbe  places  most  menaced, 
when  he  was  met  at  St.  Quentin  by  a  solemn  deputation 
of  the  principal  nobles,  military  commanders,  and  provincial 
governors  of  France.  Tho  Duke  of  Montpensier  was  six>ke6- 
man  of  the  assembly,  and,  in  an  harangue  carefully  prepared 
for  tho  occasion,  made  an  elaborate  proposition  to  the  king 
that  the  provinces,  districts,  cities,  castles,  and  other  strong- 
holds throughout  the  kingdom  shoidd  now  be  formally 
*"  iJyr,  ubi  tup.  *>  lior,  Metcren,  Eeyd,  vIa  eup. 
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bestowed  upon  tlie  actual  governors  and  commandants  thereof 
in  perpetuity  and  as  lieretlitary  property,  on  condition  of 
rendering  a  certain  military  service  to  the  long  and  hi*! 
descendants.  It  seemed  so  amazing  that  Ibis  temporary 
disaster  to  the  national  arms  should  be  used  as  a  pretext  fof 
parcelling  out  France,  and  converting  a  great  empire  into 
a  number  of  iusiguiticant  duchies  and  petty  principalitiee; 
that  tbis  movement  should  be  made,  not  by  the  partisans  of 
Spain,  but  by  the  adliereuts  of  the  king;  and  that  its  leader 
should  be  his  own  near  relative,  a  prince  of  the  blood,  and 
a  possible  successor  to  the  crown,  that  Henry  was  struck 
absolutely  dumb.  Jlisinterpretiog  his  sih-^nce,  the  duke  pro- 
ceeded very  confidently  >vith  his  well-conned  harangue ;  and 
was  eloquently  demonstrating  that,  under  such  a  system, 
Henry,  as  principal  feudal  chief,  would  have  greater  military 
forces  at  bis  disposal  whenever  he  chose  to  summon  his  faitlh 
ful  vassals  to  the  field  than  could  be  the  case  while  the  mere 
shadow  of  royal  jjower  or  dignity  was  allowed  to  remain; 
when  the  Idng,  lindiug  at  last  a  tongue,  rebuked  his  coofflxti 
not  angrily,  but  with  a  grave  melancholy  which  was  mow 
impressive  than  wrath. 

He  expressed  bis  pity  for  the  duke  tliat  designing  intriguew 
should  have  thus  taken  advantage  of  his  facility  of  character  lo 
cause  him  to  enact  a  part  so  entirely  unworthy  a  Frenchmmi, 
a  gentleman,  and  a  prince  of  the  blood.  He  had  himself^  tt 
the  outset  oi  his  career,  been  much  farther  fi-om  the  throne 
than  Montpensier  was  at  that  moment ;  but  at  no  period  of 
his  life  would  he  have  consented  to  disgrace  himself  by 
attempting  the  dismemberment  of  the  realm.  So  far  from 
entering  for  a  moment  into  the  subject-matter  of  the  doke** 
discourse,  he  gave  him  and  all  his  colleagues  distinctly  to 
understand  that  he  would  rather  die  a  thousand  ileaths  than 
listen  to  suggestions  which  wouhl  cover  his  family  and  the 
royal  dignity  with  infamy.**' 

Rarely  has    political    cynicism    been  diajdayed  in  man 

*»  Sully,  Memoirs,  t,  i.  lib.  vii.  j.p.  117,  41S.  Coinpuru  Dc  TLou,  L  xiiL  lik 
cxviii.  p.  136. 
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revolting  shape  than  in  this  deliberate  demonstration  by  the 
leading  patrioiaus  and  generals  of  France,  to  whom  patriotism 
seemed  an  unimaghiable  idea.  Thus  signally  was  theii* 
greediness  to  convert  a  uatioDal  disaster  into  personal  profit 
rebuked  by  tlio  king.  Henry  waa  no  respecter  of  the  People, 
which  he  regarded  as  something  immeasurably  below  his 
feet.  On  the  contrary,  ho  was  the  most  sublime  self-seeker 
of  them  all;  but  his  courage,  his  intelligent  ambition,  his 
breadth  and  strength  of  purpose,  never  permitted  him  to 
doubt  that  his  own  greatness  was  inseparable  from  the 
greatness  of  France.  Thus  he  represented  a  distinct  and 
wholesome  principle — the  national  integrity  of  a  great  homo- 
geneous people  at  a  period  when  that  integrity  seemed, 
through  domestic  treason  and  foreign  hatred,  to  be  hopelessly 
lost.  Hence  it  is  not  unnatural  that  ho  should  hold  his 
place  in  the  national  chronicle  jis  Henry  the  Great. 

Meantime,  while  the  military  events  just  recorded  had 
been  occurring  in  the  southern  peninsula,  the  progress  of  the 
urchduke  and  his  lieutenants  in  the  north  against  the  king 
iiud  against  the  repubUc  had  been  gratifying  to  the  ambition 
of  that  martial  ecclesiastic.  Soon  after  the  fall  of  Calais,  De 
Kosne  bad  seized  the  castles  of  Guynes  and  Hames,  22-23  May, 
whde  De  Alexia  laid  siege  to  the  important  strong-  ^^P*^- 
hold  of  Ardres.  The  gari-isou,  commanded  by  Count  Belin, 
was  sufficiently  numerous  and  well  supplied  to  maintain  the 
place  nntd  Henry,  whose  triumph  at  La  Fere  could  hardly 
be  much  longer  delayed,  should  come  to  its  relief.  To  the 
king^s  infinite  dissatisfaction,  however,  precisely  as  Don 
Alvario  do  Osorio  was  surrendering  La  Fere  to  him,  after  a 
seven  months'  siege,  Ardres  was  capitulating  to  De  Mexia. 
The  reproaches  upon  Belin  for  cowardice,  imbecdity,  and  bad 
faith,  were  bitter  and  general.  All  his  officers  had  vehe- 
mently protested  against  the  surrender,  and  Henr}*"  at  first 
talked  of  cuttmg  off  his  head.*''  It  was  hardly  probable,  how- 
ever— had  the  surrender  been  reaUy  the  result  of  treachery — 
that  the  governor  would  have  put  himself,  as  he  did  at  once, 
*•  80  JuBtiuus  of  NoaaRQ  wrolo  to  Priucc  Maurice,    lior,  IV.  194. 
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in  the  king's  power ;  for  the  garrison  marched  out  of  Ardres 
with  the  commandant  at  tlieir  head,  bannere  displayed,  drams 
beating,  matches  Hghted  and  bullet  in  mouth,  twelve  hundied 
fighting  men  Ktrong,  besides  invalids.  Belin  was  posBCsaed  of 
too  much  influence,  and  had  the  means  of  rendering  too  many 
pieces  of  eerrice  to  tlie  politic  king,  whose  rancour  against 
8pain  was  perhaps  not  really  so  intense  as  was  commonly  sup* 
posed,  to  meet  with  the  condign  punishment  which  might 
have  been  the  fate  of  humbler  knaves. 

These  successes  having  been  obtained  in  Normandy,  the 
cardinal  with  a  force  of  nearly  fifteen  thousand  men  now 
took  the  field  in  Flanders ;  and,  after  hesitating  for  a  time 
whether  he  should  attack  Breda,  Bergen,  Ostend,  or  Gertmy- 
deuburg, — and  after  maldng  occasional  feints  in  Tarioos 
directions, — came,  towards  the  end  of  June,  before  Kukt 
This  rather  insignificant  place,  with  a  population  of  but  one 
thousand  inhabitants,  was  defended  by  a  strong  garrison  imder 
command  of  that  eminent  and  experienced  officer  Count 
Everard  Solms.  Its  defences  were  made  more  complete 
by  a  system  of  sluices,  through  which  the  country  arouod 
could  bo  laid  under  water ;  and  Maurice,  whose  captoro  of 
the  town  in  the  year  1591  had  been  one  of  liis  earliest 
military  achievements,  was  dis])oscd  to  hold  it  at  all  bafiids. 
He  came  in  person  to  inspect  the  fortifications,  and  appeared 
to  bo  so  eager  on  tlie  subject,  and  so  likely  to  encounlef 
unnecessary  hazards,  that  tho  States  of  Holland  passed  a 
resolution  imploring  him  **  that  he  would  not,  in  hia  heroie 
enthusiasm  and  laudable  personal  service,  expose  a  life  on 
which  the  country  so  much  depended  to  manifest  dangers."  ^^h 
The  place  was  soon  tlioroughly  invested,  and  the  usual  seric^^^ 
of  minings  and  counter-minings,  assaults,  and  sorties  followed, 
in  the  course  of  which  that  com-ageous  and  corpulent  rene- 
gade, De  llosne,  had  his  head  taken  off*  by  a  cannon-ball, 
while  his  son,  a  lad  of  sixteen,  was  fighting  by  his  side."  On 
the  16th  August  the  cardinal  formally  demanded  the  sur- 
render of  the  place,  and  received  the  magnanimous  reply  tl»t 

**  Taa  dcsr  Kcaup,  iii.  102.  *'  Bur,  FV.  219.    Bentivoglk^,  440. 
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llulst  would  be  deteuded  to  the  deatb.  This  did  uot,  how- 
ever, prevent  the  opening  of  negotiations  the  very  same 
-day.  All  the  officers,  save  cue,  united  in  urging  Solnis  to 
capitulate  ;  and  Solnis,  for  somewhat  mysterious  reasons,  and, 
ad  was  stated,  in  much  confusion,  gave  his  consent.  The 
»lo  malcontent  was  the  well-named  Matthew  Held,  whose 
lily  name  meant  Hero,  and  who  had  been  one  of  the  chief 
actors  in  the  far-famed  capture  of  Breda.  He  was  soon 
afterwards  killed  in  an  unsuccessful  attack  made  by  Maurice 
upon  Venlo. 

Hulst  capitulated  on  the  18th  August.**  The  terms  were 
lionourable;  but  the  indignation  throughout  the  le  Aug. 
'^country  against  Count  Solms  was  very  great.  The  ^^'^^* 
States  of  Zeeland,  of  whose  regiment  he  had  been  com 
inander  ever  since  the  death  of  Sir  Philip  Sidney,  dismissed 
liiin  from  their  service,  while  a  toirent  of  wrath  flowed  upon 
him  from  every  part  of  the  country,  ^lembera  of  the  States- 
General  refused  to  saluto  him  in  the  streets ;  eminent  person- 
^es  turned  their  backs  upon  him,  and  for  a  time  there  was 
I  one  willing  to  listen  to  a  word  in  liis  defence.  The  usual 
tion  in  such  cases  followed ;  Maurice  sustained  the  com- 
mander, who  had  doubtless  committed  a  grave  error,  but  who 
had  often  rendered  honourable  service  to  the  republic,  and 
the  States-G-eneral  gave  him  a  command  as  important  as  that 
which  he  had  been  relieved  by  the  Zeeland  States.  It  was 
^mainly  on  account  of  the  tempest  thus  created  within  the 
Netherlands,  that  an  afifaii*  of  such  slight  importance  came  to 
occupy  so  large  a  space  in  contemporary  lustojy.  The  de- 
fenders of  Solms  told  wild  stories  about  the  losses  of  tlio 
besieging  army.  The  cardinal,  who  was  thought  prodigal 
of  blood,  and  who  was  often  quoted  as  saying  "  his  soldiers' 
lives  belonged  to  God  and  their  bodies  to  the  king,*'"  had 
aacrificed,  it  was  ridiculously  said,  according  to  the  statement 
of  the  Spaniards  themselves,  five  thousand  soldiei's  before  tho 

"  For  the  siege  and  captoro  of  Hnlsf.,  ^eo  B<>r,  IV.  2l3-230»    HeteraD,  360 
WB^.    BcQtivoglTo,  439,  4iO.    Reyd,  285-287-    Ckilonux,  225-221). 
'*  Rvyti,  ubi  tup. 
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walls  of  Hiilst**^  It  was  very  logically  deduced  therefrom 
that  the  capture  of  a  few  more  to>M^8  of  a  thonsand  inhabit- 
ants  each  would  cost  him  liis  whole  army.  People  told  earh 
other,  tooj  that  the  conqueror  had  refused  a  triumph  whiii 
the  burghera  of  Brussels  wished  to  prepare  for  him  on  his 
entrance  into  the  capital,  and  that  he  had  administered  the 
very  proper  rebuke  that,  if  they  had  more  money  than  they 
knew  what  to  do  with,  they  should  expend  it  in  aid  of  the 
wounded  and  of  the  families  of  the  fallen,  rather  than  in 
velvets  and  satins  and  triumphal  arches."  The  humanhr  of 
the  suggestion  hardly  tallied  with  the  bloodthirstiness  of  which 
he  was  at  the  same  time  so  unjustly  accused — although  it 
might  well  be  doubted  whether  the  commander-in-chief,  <r»*cQ 
if  he  could  witness  unflinchingly  the  destruction  of  five  tkiu* 
sand  soldiers  on  the  battle-field,  woidd  dare  to  confront  a 
new  demonstration  of  schoolmaster  Houwaerts  and  his  fellof^ 
pedants. 

The  fact  was,  however,  that  the  list  of  casualties  in  the 
cardinal's  camp  during  the  six  weeks'  siege  amounted  to  six 
hundred,  wliile  the  losses  within  the  city  were  at  least  il 
many.^  There  waa  no  attempt  to  relieve  the  place ;  for  the 
States,  as  before  observed,  had  bc'cn  too  much  cramped  by 
the  strain  upon  their  resources  and  by  the  removal  of  JO 
many  veterans  for  the  expedition  against  Cadiz  to  be  able  1^ 
muster  any  considerable  forces  in  the  field  during  the  whole 
of  this  year. 

For  a  vast  war  in  which  the  four  leading  powers  of  tiw 
earth  were  engaged,  tlie  events,  to  modem  eye«,  of  the  cam- 
paign of  159G  seem  sufficiently  meagre.  Meantime,  during 
all  this  campaigning  by  land  and  sea  in  the  west,  there  had 
been  great  but  profitless  bloodshed  in  the  east  "With  diffi- 
culty did  the  holy  Roman  Empire  withstand  the  terriUc^ 
ever-renewed  assiiults  of  the  unholy  realm  of  Ottoman — theo 
in  the  full  flush  of  its  power — but  the  two  empires  still  ootm- 

*'  l>jr,  Mckreii,  Ili«y«l,  Coluuuv,  ubi  do  Hukt  vn  Flandca,  17  Aug.  I»i 

av^t.,  pxiH'cmlly  Kt-yJ,  There  beeius  no  rcaumi   vshv   i1m   no* 

"'  Rt^yd.  diuftl    in    these    Tiri\  ins 

"^  Keluciou  de  1a  prvaa  do  ki  villa  fthonld  not  bavo  tolil  tL 
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terbalancwl  each  other,  and  contended  with  each  other  at  the 
gates  of  Vienna. 

As  the  fighting  became  more  languid,  however,  in  the 
we-stem  pari  of  Christondom,  the  negotiations  and  intrigues 
grew  only  the  more  active.  It  was  most  desirable  for  the 
republic  to  effect,  if  possible,  a  formal  alliance  offensive  and 
defensive  with  Franco  and  Enghuid  against  Spain.  The 
diplomacy  of  the  Netherlands  had  been  very  elBoient  in 
bringing  about  the  declaration  of  war  by  Henry  against 
Philip,  by  which  tlio  current  year  had  opened,  after  llenry 
and  PJiilip  had  been  doing  their  best  to  destroy  each  other 
and  eacli  others  subjects  during  the  half-dozen  previous 
years.  Elizabeth,  too,  although  she  had  seen  her  shores  in- 
va<lod  by  Philip  with  the  most  tremendous  armaments  that 
had  ever  floated  on  the  sea^?,  and  although  she  liad  herself 
jnst  been  sending  fire  and  sword  into  the  heart  of  Spain,  had 
-very  recently  made  the  observation "  that  slie  and  Philip  were 
ruot  fonnally  at  war  with  each  other.  It  seemed,  therefore, 
desirable  to  the  States-General  that  this  very  practical  war- 
^lare  should  be,  as  it  were,  reduced  to  a  theorem.  In  this  case 
ho  position  of  the  republic  to  both  powers  and  to  Spain  itself 
light  perhaps  be  more  accurately  defined. 

Calvaert,  the  States'  envoy — to  use  his  own  words — haunted 

lenry  Hke  his  perpetual  shadow,  and  was  ever  doing  his  best 

pers\iade  )iim  of  the  necessity  of  this  alliance.'^   De  Sancy, 

we  have  seen,  had  just  arrived  in  England,  when  the  cool 

proposition  of  the   queen  to  rescue  Calais  from  Phih'p  on 

condition   of  keeping   it  for  liei-self  had   been  brought  to 

Dulogne  by  Sidney.      Nutwithstaudiug  the  indignation  of 

"the  king,  ho  had  been  induced  directly  afterwaixls  to  send  an 

^additional  embassy  to  Elizabeth,  with  tlio  Dnko  of  Bouillon 

%t  its  head ;  an<l  he  had  insisted  upon  Calvaert's  accompanying 

30  mission.     lie  had,  as  he  frequently  observed,** no  secrets 

the  States-General,  or  from  Calvaert,  who  had  been 

ating  upon  these  afiairs  for  two  years  past^  and  was  so 


K  -'*r  welck  hnn  "Mag.  prctriuk'crilo  tot  noch  uirt  f*«>dac!n  tc  Itebben."  Onl- 
.  lo  the  SUitca-CJcneml,  aptul  Dovcnter,  ii.  117.     »*  HoM.  1 U.     *'  Ibid.  1 18. 
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well  acquainted  with  nil  their  bearings.     The  Dutch  enroy 
wii9  reluctant  to  go, — for  ho  was  seriously  ill  and  very  poor 
in  piirse, — but  Henry  lU'ged  the  point  so  vehemently,  that  j 
Calvnert  found  himself  on  board  ship  within  six  honiBof  thsj 
making  of  the  proposition."*  The  incident  shows  of  how  mndl  ^ 
account  the  republican  diplomatist  was  held  by  bo  keen  a 
judge  of  mankind  as  the  Bearnese  ;  but  it  \n\\  subsequentlj 
appear  that  the  candour  of  the  king  towards  the  Statos-Genenl 
and  their  representative  was  by  no  means  without  certain 
convenient  limitations. 

Do  Sancy  had  anived  just  as — witliout  his  knowledge-*! 
Sidney  had  been  despatched  across  the  channel  with  tlie  briefl 
mission  already  mentioned.     When  he  was  presented  to  the] 
queen,  tlie  next  day,  she  excused  herself  for  the  propositiooji 
by  which  Henry  liad  been  so  much  enrflged,  by  asBurtDg  tfca 
envoy  that  it  had  been  her  intention  only  to  kee|>  Calais  out 
of  the  enemy's  hand,  so  long  as  the  king's  forces  were  too 
niucli  occupied  at  a  distance  to  provide  for  its  Bafctv*    As 
diplomatic  conferences  were  about  to  be^u  in  which— <!(Ten  i 
more  than  in  that  age,  at  least,  was  usually  the  case — tlie  * 
object  of  the  two  coafeiTing  powers  was  to  deceive  each 
other,  and  at  the  same  time  still  more  decidedly  to  de&iu^ 
otlier  states,  Fancy  accepted  the  royal  explanation,  although 
Henry's  special  messenger,  Lomenie,  had  just  brought  him 
from  the  camp  at  Ik)ulogne  a  minute  account  of  the  propo* 
fiitions  of  Sidney/' 

The  envoy  had,  immediately  afterwards,  an  interview  with 
Tjord  Bnrghley,  and  at  once  perceived  that  he  was  no  friend 
to  his  master.  Cecil  observed  that  the  queen  had  formerly 
been  much  bound  to  the  king  for  religion's  sake.  As  thi« 
tie  no  longer  existed,  there  was  nothing  now  to  unite  the© 
save  the  proximity  of  the  two  States  to  CAch  other  and  thdir 
ancient  alliances,  a  bond  purely  of  interest  whieli  existed  only 
80  long  as  princes  found  tlierein  a  special  advantage. 


""  Culvert  (n  Ihr  Slfttes-Cnnrml.  nniid  I'evtntrr,  ii.  J 18. 
"'    Sio  c^iirfoii.iiy  i„r  tlus<'  iic{?f»tintkin.s  Ve  Tlion,  t.  xii.  Uh,  ll<L  k  HU 
*rqq.     Cnjjijxire  B..r,  IV.  *2:»3-257. 
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De  Sancy  replied  that  tlie  safety  of  tho  two  crowns 
depended  upon  their  close  alliance  against  a  very  powerful 
foG  who  WAS  equally  menacing  to  them  both.  Cecil  rejoined 
that  he  considered  the  Sptiniards  deserving  of  the  very  high- 
est praise  for  having  been  able  to  plan  so  important  an 
enterprise,  and  to  have  so  well  deceived  tho  King  of  Franco 
by  the  promptness  and  the  secrecy  of  their  operations  as  to 
allow  him  to  conceive  no  suspicion  as  to  their  designs. 

To  this  not  very  friendly  sarcasm  the  envoy,  indignant  that 
France  shonld  thus  be  insulted  in  her  misfortunes,  exclaimed 
that  he  prayed  to  God  that  tho  afiairs  of  Englishmen  might 
never  bo  reduced  to  such  a  point  as  to  induce  tho  world  to 
judge  by  the  residt  merely,  as  to  the  sagacity  of  their  counsels. 
Ho  added  that  there  were  many  passages  through  which  to 
enter  France,  and  that  it  was  difficult  to  bo  present  every- 
where, in  order  to  defend  them  all  against  tho  enemy. 

A  few  days  afterwards  the  Duke  of  Bouillon  arrived 
iu  London.  He  had  seen  Lord  Essex  at  Dover  as 
he  passed,  and  had  endeavoured  without  success  to 
dissuade  him  from  his  expedition  against  the  Spanish  coast. 
The  conferences  opened  on  the  7th  May,  at  Greenwich, 
between  Bm-ghley,  Cobham,  the  Lord  Chamberlain,  and  one 
or  two  other  commissioners  on  the  part  of  the  queen,  and 
Bouillon,  Sancy,  Du  Vair,  and  Ancel,  as  plenipotentiaries  of 
Henry. 

There  was  tho  usual  indispensable  series  of  feints  at  tho 
outset,  as  if  it  were  impossible  for  statesmen  to  meet  around 
a  green  table  except  as  fencers  in  the  field  or  pugdists  in  the 

ring- 

•*  We  have  nothing  to  do,"  said  Burghley,  '*  except  to  listen 
to  such  propositions  as  may  be  made  on  the  part  of  the  king, 
and  to  repeat  them  to  her  Highness  the  queen." 

**  You  cannot  bo  ignorant,"  replied  Bouillon,  **  of  the  purpose 
for  which  we  have  been  sent  liither  by  his  Very  Christian 
Majesty.  You  know  very  well  that  it  is  to  conclude  a  league 
with  England.  *Tis  necessary,  therefor^,  for  the  English  to 
begin  by  declaring  whether  they  are  disposed  to  enter  into 
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such  an  nlliance.  This  point  once  settled,  the  French  am 
niake  their  propositions,  bat  it  would  be  idle  to  dispute  aboQt 
the  conditions  of  a  treaty,  if  there  is  after  all  no  tre«ty  to  be 
made." 

To  this  Cecil  rejoined,  that,  if  the  king  were  reduced  to  tKe 
necessity  of  asking  succour  from  the  queen,  and  of  begging 
for  her  alliance,  it  was  necessary  for  them,  on  the  other  hand, 
to  see  what  he  was  ready  to  do  for  the  queen  in  return,  anil 
to  learn  what  advantage  she  could  expect  from  the  league. 

The  duke  said  that  the  English  statesmen  were  |>erfectJ7 
aware  of  the  French  intention  of  proposing  a  league  against 
the  common  enemy  of  both  nations,  and  that  it  would  l« 
unquestionably  for  tbe  advantage  of  both  to  unite  tlieir  forc« 
fur  a  vigorous  attack  ujwn  Hpaiu,  in  which  case  it  would  I* 
more  ditHcult  for  the  Spanish  to  resist  them  than  if  eacb  wen 
acting  8e]>arately.  It  was  no  secret  that  the  Spaniards  would 
rather  attack  England  than  France,  because  their  war  iigtbil 
England,  being  coloured  by  a  religious  motive,  would  be  modi 
less  odious,  and  would  even  have  a  specious  pretext.  Mows 
over  tliG  conquest  of  England  would  give  them  an  exeeUent 
vantage  ground  to  recover  what  they  had  lost  in  the  Nether- 
lands. If,  on  the  contrary,  the  enemy  should  throw  lumself 
witli  his  whole  force  upon  France,  the  king,  who  would  pa- 
haps  lose  many  places  at  once,  and  might  hardly  be  alJe  to 
maintain  himself  single-handed  against  domestic  treason  and 
a  concentrated  eflbrt  on  the  part  of  Spain,  would  prv>bably^^ 
find  it  necessary  to  make  a  peace  \>ith  that  power.  NotLin^H 
could  be  more  desirable  for  Spain  than  sucli  a  result,  for  abe 
would  then  be  free  to  attack  England  and  Holland,  undii- 
turbed  by  any  fear  of  France.  This  was  a  piece  of  adricf, 
the  duke  said,  which  the  king  offered,  in  the  most  fnendiyj 
spirit,  and  as  a  proof  of  his  affection,  to  her  Majesty's  eancil 
consideration, 

Burghley  replied  that  all  this  seemed  to  him  no  reason  for 
making  a  league.  *'  What  more  can  the  queen  do^*  b« 
observed,  **than  sht>  is  already  doing?  She  Ims  inyaded 
Spain  by  land  and  sea,  she  has  sent  troops  to  Spain,  Fmncc, 
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and  the  Netherlauds ;  she  has  lent  the  "king  fifteen  hundred 
thousand  crowns  in  gold.  In  short,  the  envoys  ought  rather 
to  be  studying  how  to  repay  her  Majesty  for  her  former 
benefits  than  to  be  soliciting  fresh  assistance."  He  added 
that  the  king  was  so  much  stronger  by  the  recent  gain  of 
Marseilles  as  to  be  easily  able  to  bear  the  loss  of  places  of  far 
less  importance,  while  Ireland,  on  the  contrary,  was  a  constant 
danger  to  the  queen.  That  country  was  already  in  a  blaze, 
on  account  of  the  recent  landbg  effected  there  by  the 
Spaniards,  and  it  was  a  very  ancient  proverb  among  tho 
Knglish,  that  to  attack  England  it  was  necessary  to  take 
the  road  of  Ireland. 

Bouillon  replied  that  in  tliia  war  there  was  much  difference 
between  tho  position  of  Franco  and  that  of  England.  The 
queen,  notwithstanding  hostilities,  obtained  her  annual  revenue 
as  usual,  while  the  king  was  cut  off  from  his  resources  and 
obliged  to  ruin  his  kingdom  in  order  to  wage  war,  Sancy 
added,  that  it  must  be  obvious  to  the  English  ministers  that 
the  peril  of  Holland  was  likewise  the  peril  of  England  and 
of  France,  but  that  at  the  same  timo  they  could  plainly  see 
that  the  king,  if  not  succoured,  would  be  forced  to  a  peace 
with  Spain.  All  his  counsellors  were  urging  him  to  this, 
and  it  was  the  interest  of  all  his  neighboui-a  to  prevent  such 
a  step.  Moreover,  the  proposed  league  could  not  but  be 
advantageous  to  the  English ;  whether  by  restraining  the 
Spaniards  from  entering  England,  or  by  lacilitating  a  com- 
bined attack  upon  the  common  enemy.  The  queen  might 
invade  any  portion  of  tho  Flemish  coast  at  her  pleasui'e,  while 
the  kings  Heet  could  sail  with  troops  from  his  ports  to 
prevent  any  attack  upon  her  realms. 

At  this  Burghley  turned  to  his  colleagues  and  said,  in 
English,  "  Tho  French  are  acting  according  to  the  proverb ; 
they  wish  to  sell  us  the  bear-skin  before  they  have  killed  the 
l.ear."« 

Soncy,  who  undei-stood  English,  rejoined,  "We  have  no 

"  Do  Thon,  653.    The  histnrifm,  probably,  aoootdiog  io  Fniin,  346,  took 
Ilia  Moount  from  the  papers  of  Du  Yair. 
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bear-ddn  to  BeU,  bat  we  are  giTing  yon  a  veiy  good  and 
salutary  piece  of  advice.  It  is  for  yoa  to  profit  by  it  as  you 
■ay.-' 

"Where  are  these    ships  of  war,  of   which  yon  were 
ipeaking?"'  asked  Bmghley. 

''They  are  at  Bochelle,  at  BordeaTix,  and  at  St  Malo," 
rqdied  de  SaDcy. 

*'  And  these  ports  are  not  in  the  king's  possession/'  said  the 
Lofd  Treasorer. 

The  discussion  was  growing  warm.    The  Duke  of  Bonilko, 
in  order  to  pnt  an  end  to  it,  said  that  what  England  had  most 
to  fear  was  a  descent  by  Spain  upon  her  coasts,  and  that  the 
trae  way  to  prerent  this  was  to  give  occupation  to  Philip's 
army  in  Flanders.    The  soldiers  in  the  fleet  then  prepanng 
were  raw  leyies  with  which  he  would  not  venture  to  assail 
her  kingdom.    The  yeteians  in  Flanders  were  the  men  oa 
whom  he  relied  for  that  purpose.    Moreover  the  queen,  who 
had  great  influence  with  the  States-General,  would  procore 
{rom  them  a  prohibition  of  all  commerce  between  the  pro- 
vinces  and  Spain;  all  the  Netherlands  would  be  lost  to 
Philip,  his  armies  would  disperse  of  their  own  accord;  the 
princes  of  Italy,  to  whom  the  power  of  Spain  was  a  perpetual 
menace,  would  secretly  supply  funds  to  the  allied  powers,  and 
the   Germans,   declared  enemies  of  Philip,   would  furnish 
troops. 

Burghley  asserted  confidently  that  this  could  never  be 
obtained  from  the  Hollanders,  who  lived  by  commerce  alone. 
Upon  which  Sancy.  wearied  by  all  these  difficulties,  inte^ 
rupted  the  Lord  Treasurer  by  exclaiming,  "  If  the  king  is  t« 
expect  neither  an  alliance  nor  any  succour  on  your  part,  he 
will  l>e  very  much  obb'ged  to  the  queen  if  she  will  be  goO" 
enough  to  inform  him  of  the  decision  taken  by  her,  in  ord^' 
that  he  may,  upon  his  side,  take  the  steps  most  suitable  te 
the  present  jK>sition  of  his  affairs." 

The  session  then  terminated.  Two  days  afterwards,  ^ 
another  conference,  Burghley  offered  three  thousand  men  on 
the  part  of  the  queen,  on  condition  that  they  should  be  raised 
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at  the  king's  expense,  and  (hat  they  should  not  leave  England 
until  they  had  received  a  month's  pay  in  advance. 

The  Duke  of  Bouillon  said  this  was  far  from  being  what 
had  been  expected  of  the  generosity  of  her  Majesty,  that  if 
the  king  had  money  he  would  find  no  difficulty  in  raising 
troops  in  Switzerland  and  Germany,  and  that  there  was  a 
Tery  great  difference  between  hired  princes  and  allies.*^  The 
JEngliah  ministers  having  answered  that  this  was  all  the  queen 
could  do,  the  duke  and  Sancy  rose  in  much  excitement, 
saying  that  they  had  then  no  further  business  than  to  ask  for 
an  andience  of  leave,  and  to  return  to  France  as  fast  as 
possible. 

Before  they  bade  farewell  to  the  queen,  however,  the 
envoys  sent  a  memoir  to  her  Majesty,  in  which  they  set  forth 
that  the  first  proposition  as  to  a  league  had  been  made  by 
Sir  Henry  Umton,  and  tliat  now,  when  the  king  had  sent 
commissionerB  to  treat  concerning  an  alliance,  already  recom- 
mended by  tlie  queen's  ambassador  in  France,  they  had  been 
received  in  soch  a  way  as  to  indicate  a  desire  to  mock  them 
rather  than  to  treat  with  them.  They  could  not  beheve,  they 
said,  that  it  was  her  Majesty*s  desire  to  use  such  language  as 
had  been  addressed  to  them,  and  they  therefore  implored  her 
plainly  to  declare  her  intentions,  in  order  that  they  might 
waste  no  more  time  unnecessarily,  especially  as  the  high 
offices  with  which  tlieir  sovereign  Imd  honoured  them  did  not 
allow  them  to  remain  for  a  long  time  absent  from  France. 

The  effect  of  this  memoir  upon  the  queen  was,  that  fresh 
conferences  were  suggested,  which  took  place  at  intervals 
between  the  11th  and  the  26th  of  May.  They  were  charac- 
terized by  the  same  mutual  complaints  of  overreachings  and 
of  shortcomings  by  which  all  the  previous  discussions  had 
been  distinguished.  On  the  17th  May  the  French  envoys 
even  insisted  on  taking  formal  farewell  of  the  queen,  and 
were  received  by  her  Majesty  for  that  purpose  at  a  final 
audience.   After  they  had  left  the  presence — the  preparations 

••  "  Bewicoap  de  difference  entre  des  prinoeak  gagoB  et  dei  alli^"— De  Thon, 
655. 
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for  th^  homeward  joamey  being  already  made — the  queen 
sent  Sir  Kobext  Cecil,  Henry  Brooke,  son  of  Lard 
''  CobhaiDi  and  Ia  Fontaine,  miniister  of  a  French 
chon^h  in  England,  to  say  to  them  how  very  much  mortified 
ahe  was  that  the  state  of  her  afiairs  did  not  permit  her 
to  give  the  Ifing  as  much  assistance  as  he  desired,  u&d  to 
express  her  wi^  to  speak  to  them  once  more  before  their 
departtue. 

The  result  of  the  audience  given  accordingly  to  the  envoys, 
two  days  later,  was  the  communication  of  her  decision  to 
enter  into  the  league  proposed,  but  without  definitely  con- 
cluding the  treaty  until  it  sliould  be  ratified  by  tlie  king. 
On  the  26th  May  articles  were  finally  agreed  upon,  by 
which  the  king  and  queen  agreed  to  defend  eodi 
other's  dominions,  to  unite  in  attacking  the  com- 
mon  enemy,  and  to  invite  other  princes  and  states  equally 
interested  with  themselves  in  resisting  the  ambitious  projects 
of  Spain,  to  join  in  the  league.     It  was  arranged  that  an 
army  should  be  put  in  the  field  as  soon  as  possible,  at  the 
expense  of  the  king  and  queen,  and  of  such  other  powers  as 
should  associate  themselves  in  the  proposed  alliance;  that 
this   army   should   invade   the   dominions    of    the    Spanish 
monarch,  that  the  king  and  queen  were  never,  without  eadi 
other's  consent,  to  make  peace  or  truce  \sith  Philip ;  that  the 
queen  should  immediately  raise  four  thousand  infantry  to 
serve  six  months  of  every  year  in  Picardy  and  Normandy, 
with  the  condition  that  they  were  never  to  be  sent  to 
distance  of  more  than  fifty  leagues  from  Boulogne ;  that  wl 
the  troubles  of  Ireluud  should  be  over  the  queen  shoald ' 
at  liberty  to  add  new  troops  to  the  four  thousand  men  thus 
promised  by  her  to  the  league ;  that  the  queen  was  to  furnish 
to  these  four  thousand  men  six  months*  pay  in  advance  before 
they  should  leave  England,  and  that  the  king  should  agree  to 
rejiay  the  amount  six  months  afterwartls,  sending  meanwhilo 
four  nobles  to  England  as  hostages.     If  the  dominions  of  tfat 
queen  should   be  attacked  it  was  stipulated   that,  at  two 
months*  notice,  the  king  should  raise  four  thousand  men  at 
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the  expense  of  the  queen  and  send  them  to  her  assistance, 
and  that  they  were  to  serve  for  six  months  at  her  charge,  but 
were  not  to  be  sent  to  a  distance  of  more  than  fifty  leagues 
from  the  coasts  of  France." 

The  English  were  not  willing  that  the  States-General 
should  be  corapreliendcd  among  the  powers  to  be  invited  to 
join  tlio  league,  because  being  under  the  protection  of  the 
Queen  of  England  they  were  supposed  to  have  no  will  but 
hers.*'  Burghley  insisted  accordingly  that,  in  speaking  of 
those  who  were  thus  to  be  asked,  no  mention  was  to  be  made 
of  peoples  nor  of  states,  for  fear  lest  the  States-General  might 
be  includefl  under  those  terms.'^  The  queen  was,  however, 
brought  at  last  to  yield  the  point,  and  consented,  in  order  to 
satisfy  the  French  envoys,  that  to  the  word  princes  should  be 
added  the  general  expression  orders  or  estates.*"  The  obstacle 
thus  interposed  to  the  formation  of  the  league  by  the  hatred 
of  the  queen  and  of  the  privileged  classes  of  England  to 
popular  liberty,  and  by  the  secret  desire  entertained  of 
regaining  that  sovereignty  over  the  provinces  which  had 
been  refused  ten  years  before  by  Elizabeth,  was  at  length  set 
asida  The  republic,  which  might  have  been  stifled  at  its 
birtli,  was  now  a  formidable  fact,  and  could  neither  be 
annexed  to  the  English  domiDioos  nor  deprived  of  its  ex- 
istence as  a  new  member  of  the  European  family. 

It  being  no  longer  possible  to  gainsay  the  presence  of 
the  young  commonwealth  among  the  nations,  the  next 
best  thing — so  it  was  thought — was  to  defraud  her  in 
the  treaty  to  which  she  was  now  invited  to  accede.  This, 
as  it  will  presently  appear,  the  King  of  France  and  the 
Queen  of  England  succeeded  in  doing  very  tlioroughly,  and 
they  accomplished  it  notwithstanding  the  astuteness  and  the 
diligence  of  the  States'  envoy,  who  at  Henry's  urgent  request 
had  accompanied  the  French  mission  to  England.  Calvaert 
had  been  ver\'  active  in  bringing  about  the  arrangement,  to 
asaist  in  which  he  had,  as  we  have  seen,  risen  from  a  sick  bed 
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and  made  the  journey  to  England.  "  The  proposition  for  an 
offensive  and  defensive  alliance  was  agreed  to  by  her  M»« 
jesty's  Council,  but  under  intolerable  and  impracticable  con- 
ditions/' said  he,  **and,  as  such,  rejected  by  the  duke  kdA 
Sancy,  so  that  they  took  leave  of  her  llklaje^ty.  At  I«st» 
after  some  negotiation  in  which,  without  boasting,  1  may  Wf 
that  1  did  some  service,  it  was  again  taken  in  hand,  and  at 
last,  thank  God,  although  with  much  difficulty,  the  lecgoe 
has  been  concluded."'" 

When  the  task  was  finished  the  French  envoys  departed 
to  obtain  their  master's  ratification  of  the  treaty.  Elizabeth 
expressed  herself  warmly  in  regard  to  her  royal  brotfaer« 
inviting  him  earnestly  to  pay  her  a  visit,  in  which  case  Ab 
said  she  would  gladly  meet  him  half  way  ;  for  a  sight  of  him 
would  bo  her  only  consolation  in  the  midst  of  her  adveiwtj 
and  annoyance.  "  He  may  see  other  princesses  of  a  mow 
lovely  appearance,"  she  added,  *'  but  he  will  never  make  a 
visit  to  a  more  faithful  friend."** 

But  the  treaty  thus  concluded  was  for  the  pubh'e.  The  _ 
real  agreement  between  France  and  England  was  made  by  ^ 
the  commissioners  a  few  days  later,  and  reduced  the  osten- 
Bible  arrangement  to  a  sham,  a  mere  decoy  to  foreign 
nations,  especially  to  tbe  Dutch  republic,  to  induce  them  to 
imitate  England  in  joining  the  league,  and  to  emulate  her 
likewise  in  affording  that  substantial  assistance  to  the  leagM 
which  in  reality  England  was  very  far  from  giving. 

"Two  contracts  were  made/*  said  Secretary  of  State 
VUleroy  ;  "the  one  public,  to  give  credit  and  reputation  Id 
the  said  league,  the  other  secret ^  which  destroyed  the  ^eett  W 
the  promises  of  (Jte  first.  By  the  first,  his  Majesty  was  to  be 
succoured  by  four  thousand  infantry,  which  number  ttai 
limited  hy  the  sec(md  contract  to  two  thousand^  who  wert  to 
reside  and  to  serve  only  in  the  cities  of  Bmdogne  and  Mimtreitilf 
assisted  by  an  equal  number  of  French,  and  not  otherwise^ 
and  on  condition  of  not  being  removed  from  those  towni 
unless  his  Majesty  should  be  personally  present  in  Picardj 
"  CftlTBert's  Report,  in  Dtveoter,  117.  ••  IMd. 
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with  an  army,  in  which  case  they  might  serve  in  Picardy  but 
nowhere  else,"^ 

An  English  garrison  in  a  couple  of  French  Beaporfe,  over 
against  the   English   coast,   would  hardly  have  seemed  a 
sufficient  inducement  to  other  princes  and  states  to  put  hirge 
armies  in  the  field  to  sustain  the  Protestant  league,  had  they 
,   Jbiown  that  tills  was  the  meagre  result  of  the  protocoEing 

Bl'And  disputations  that  had  been  going  on  all  the  summer  at 
Greenwich. 

Nevertheless  the  decoy  did  its  work.  The  envoys  returned 
to  France,  and  it  was  not  uutU  three  months  later  26  Aug. 
that  the  Duke  of  Bouillon  again  made  his  appearance  ^^^^' 
in  England,  brioging  the  treaty  duly  ratified  by  Henry.  The 
league  was  theu  solemnized,  on  the  2Cth  August,  by  the 
queen  with  much  pomp  and  ceremony.  Three  peers  of  the 
realm  waited  njwn  the  French  ambassador  at  his  lodgings, 
and  escorted  him  and  his  suite  iu  seventeen  royal  coaches 
to  the  Tower.     Seven  splendid  barges  then  conveyed  them 

L  ^fun^  the  Thames  to  Greenwich.    On  the  pier  the  ambassador 
r^faif*Teceived  by  the  Earl  of  Derby  at  the  head  of  a  great 
suite  of  nobles  and  high  functionaries,  and  conducted  to  the 
palace  of  Nonesuch.^** 

There  was  a  rehgioua  ceremony  in  the  royal  chapel,  where 
a  special  pavilion  had  been  constructed.  Standing  within 
this  sanctuar}',  the  queen,  with  her  hand  on  her  breast,  swore 
faithfully  to  maintain  the  league  just  concluded.  She  then 
gave  her  hand  to  the  Duke  of  Bouillon,  who  held  it  in  both 
his  own,  while  psalms  were  sung  and  the  organ  resounded 
through  the  chapeL  Afterwards  there  was  a  splendid  ban- 
quet in  the  palace,  the  duke  sitting  in  solitary  grandeur  at 


"  Frnin,  in  bis  maaterly  '  Tien 
Jarra  uit  den  tachtipjarigeTi  Goring,' 
i*  the  first,  so  far  aa  I  know,  that  over 
called  public  attention  to  the  extrao> 
diwiry  perfidy  of  these  tmnwctions. 
■  I  jMWticiilar,  pp.  372-374. 
nden,  however,  alludea    to    the 

^       that    "shortly  after    there   wm 

mother  treaty  had,  wherein   it  wu 
Agreed  that  this  year  no  more  than 


two  thousand  Engllah  should  be  sent 
OTor,  which  should  serye  only  in  BoOr 
Ingne  and  Moustreul,  unless  the  king 
Bhoold  come  peraooally  to  Picardy,  &o, 
(b.  iy.  p.  5t25).  But  the  easenoe  of  thia 
"  other  treaty  "  wa«,  that  it  was  kept 
secret  from  those  most  intereeted  U) 
knowing  its  existenoe. 
?•  Bor,  rV.  256,  257. 


408 


THE  XJNITEI)  NETHE31LANDS.       Chap.  XXXIT. 


the  royal  table,  being  placed  at  a  respectful  distance  from 
her  Majesty,  and  the  dishes  being  placed  on  the  board  by  the 
highest  nobles  of  the  realm,  who,  ujx)n  their  knees,  servetl 
the  queen  witli  wina  No  one  save  the  ambassador  sat  at 
Elizabeth's  table,  but  in  the  same  hall  was  spread  another, 
at  which  the  Earl  of  Essex  entertained  many  distinpiish 
gnests,  young  Count  Lewis  Gunther  of  Nassau  among 
number. 

In  the  midsummer  twih'ght  the  brilliantly  decorated 
were  again  floating  on  the  historic  river,  the  gaily-col 
lanterns  lighting  the  sweep  of  the  oars,  and  the  sound  of  late 
and  viol  floating  merrily  across  the  water.  As  the  ambafiB^ 
dor  came  into  the  cx)urtyard  of  his  house,  he  found  a  croird 
of  several  thousand  people  assembled,  who  shouted  welcome 
to  the  representative  of  Henry,  and  invoked  blessings  on  the 
head  of  Queen  Elizabeth  and  of  her  royal  brother  of  Fnince. 
Meanwhile  all  the  bells  of  London  were  ringing,  artillery 
was  thundering,  and  bonfires  were  blazing,  until  the  night 
was  half  spentJ^ 

8uch  was  the  holiday-making  by  which  the  league  between 
the  great  Protestant  queen  and  the  ex-chief  of  the  Hugue- 
nots of  France  was  celebrated  within  a  year  after  the  pope 
had  received  him,  a  repentant  sinner,  into  the  fold  of  the 
Church.  Truly  it  might  be  said  that  religion  vas  rapidly 
ceasing  to  be  the  line  of  demarcation  among  tlie  nations,  m 
had  been  the  case  for  the  two  last  generations  of  mankind. 

The  Duke  of  Bouillon  soon  afterwards  departed  for  the 
Netherlands,  where  the  regular  envoy  to  the  couunonwealtli, 
Paul  Chouart  Seigneur  de  Buzanval,  had  already  been  pre* 
paring  the  States-Greneral  for  their  entrance  into  the  league^ 
11  Sept.  Of  course  it  was  duly  impressed  u{)on  those  repub- 
159G.  lieans  that  they  should  tbiuk  themselves  highly 
honoured  by  the  privilege  of  associating  themselves  with  so 
august  an  alliance.  The  queen  wrote  an  earnest  letter  ti> 
the  States  urging  them  to  join  the  league.  ••  Espodallj 
sliould  you  do  so,"  she  said,  "  on  account  of  the  repntatioB 

7^  Tior.  TV.  256,  257* 
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■which  you  will  thereby  gain  for  your  affairs  with  the  people 
who  are  under  you,  seeinj;:  you  thus  sustained  (besides  the 
certainty  which  you  have  of  our  favour)  by  the  friendship  of 
other  confederated  princes,  and  particulariy  by  that  of  the 
mo6t  Christian  Idiig."  '^ 

On  the  31st  Oet<.>ber  the  articles  of  a^eement  under  which 
the  republic  acceded  to  the  new  confederation  were  31  oct. 
si^ed  at  the  Hague.  Of  course  it  was  not  the  *^^''* 
exact  counterpart  of  the  famous  Catholic  association.  IMadam 
Lea^e,  after  struggling  feebly  for  the  past  few  years,  a 
decrepit  beldame,  was  at  last  dead  and  buried.  But  there 
had  been  a  time  when  she  was  filled  with  exuberant  and 
terrible  Hfe.  She,  at  least,  had  known  the  object  of  her 
creation,  and  never,  so  long  as  life  was  in  her,  had  she 
faltered  in  her  dread  purpose.  To  extirpate  Protestantism, 
to  murder  Protestants,  to  bum,  hang,  butcher,  bury  them 
alive,  to  dethrone  every  Protestant  sovereign  in  Europe, 
especially  to  assassinate  the  Queen  of  England,  the  Prince  of 
Orange,  with  all  his  race,  and  Henry  of  Navarre,  and  to 
unite  in  the  accomplishment  of  these  simple  purposes  all  the 
powers  of  Christendom  under  the  universal  monarchy  of 
Philip  of  Spain — for  all  this,  blood  was  shed  in  torrents,  and 
the  precious  metals  of  the  "  Indies  "  squandered  as  ftist  as 
the  poor  savages,  who  were  thus  takmg  their  first  lessons  in 
tlie  doctrines  of  Jesus  of  Nazareth,  could  dig  it  li-om  the 
mines.  For  this  America  had  been  summoned,  as  it  were  by 
almighty  fiat,  out  of  previous  darkness,  in  order  that  it  might 
furnish  money  with  which  to  massacre  all  the  heretics  of  the 
earth.  For  this  great  purpose  was  the  sublime  discovery  of 
the  Genoese  sailor  to  be  turned  to  account.  These  aims  were 
intelligible,  and  had  in  part  been  attained.  William  of 
Orange  had  fallen,  and  a  patent  of  nobility,  with  a  hand?5ome 
fortune,  had  been  bestowed  upon  his  assassin,  Elizabeth's 
life  liad  been  frequently  attempted.  So  had  those  of  Henry, 
of  3Iaurice,  of  Olden-Bameveld.  Divine  providence  might 
perhaps  guide  the  band  of  future  murderers  with  greater 
7i  BoT,  IV.  260. 
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tracted  by  half  a  century  of  reb'gious  controversy  and  groan- 
ing under  one  of  the  most  elaborately  perverse  of  all  the 
political  systems  ever  invented  by  man,  seemed  to  offer  itself 
an  easy  prey  to  any  conqueror.  The  Turkish  power  was  in 
the  fulness  of  its  aggressive  strength,  and  seemed  far  more 
formidable  than  it  would  have  done  had  there  been  clearer 
perceptions  of  what  constitutes  the  strength  and  the  wealth 
of  nations.  Could  the  simple  truth  have  been  thoroughly 
comprehended  that  a  realm  founded  upon  such  principles 
was  the  grossest  of  absurtlities,  the  Eastern  might  have 
seemed  less  terrible  than  the  Western  danger. 

But  a  great  campaign,  at  no  considerable  distance  from 
the  walls  of  Vienna,  had  occupied  the  attention  of  Germany 
during  the  autumn.  Mahomet  had  taken  the  field  hi  person 
with  a  hundred  thousand  men,  and  the  emperor*8  brother, 
Maximilian,  in  conjunction  witli  the  Prince  of  Transylvania, 
at  the  head  of  a  force  of  equal  magnitude,  had  gone  forth  to 
give  him  battle.  Between  the  Theiss  and  the  Danube,  at 
Keveste,  not  far  from  the  city  of  Erlau,  on  the  26th 
October,  the  terrible  encounter  on  which  the  fate 
of  Christendom  seemed  to  hang  at  last  took  place,  and  Enrope 
held  its  breath  in  awful  suspense  until  its  fate  should  be 
decided.  AMien  the  result  at  hxst  became  known,  a  horrible 
blending  of  the  comic  and  tbe  tragic,  such  as  has  iTu-oly  been 
presented  in  history,  startled  the  world.  Seventy  thousand 
human  beings — Moslems  and  Christians — -were  lying  dead  or 
wounded  on  the  banks  of  a  nameless  little  stream  which  flows 
into  the  Theiss,  and  the  commanders-in-chief  of  both  armies 
were  running  away  as  fast  as  horses  couM  carry  them.  Each 
army  beheved  itself  hopelessly  defeat^^d,  aud  abandoning 
tents,  baggage,  artillery,  ammunition,  the  remnants  of  each 
betook  themselves  to  panic-stricken  flight.  Generalissimo 
Maximilian  never  k^oked  behind  him  t^s  he  fled,  xmtU  ho  had 
taken  refuge  in  Kaschan,  and  had  theuce  made  his  way, 
deeply  mortified  and  despondent,  to  Vienna.  The  Prince  of 
Transylvania  retreated  into  the  depths  of  his  own  prin- 
cipality.    Mahomet,  with  his  principal  ofhcers,  shut  himself 


26  Oot. 
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op  in  Buda,  after  which  he  returned  to  CaQstantiDople  und 
abandoned  himself  for  a  'time  to  a  volnptnoiia  eMe»  iiiocfli> 
sistent  with  the  Ottoman  projects  of  conquering  the  ifotld. 
The  Turks,  less  prone  to  desperation  tlian  the  Cliristiani, 
had  been  utterly  overthrown  in  the  early  part  of  the  actioB, 
but  when  the  victors  were,  as  usual,  greedily  bent  upon 
pluiuier  before  tlie  victory  had  been  fairly  secured,  the  tide 
of  liattle  was  turned  by  the  famous  Italian  renegade  CictU. 
The  Turks,  too,  had  the  good  sense  to  send  two  days  afte^ 
wards  and  recover  their  artillery,  trains,  and  other  pro- 
j)orty,  which  ever  since  the  battle  had  been  left  at  the  mercy 
of  tlio  first  corners^' 

So  ended  the  Turkish  campaign  of  the  year  1596."  Anoel, 
accordingly,  fared  ill  in  his  negotiations  in  Germany.  On 
the  other  hand  Mendoza,  Admiral  of  Arragon,  had  beea 
iuduslriously  but  secretly  canvassing  the  same  regions  as  the 
representative  of  tlie  Spauisli  king.'"  It  was  important  (or 
Philip,  who  put  more  faith  in  the  league  of  the  three 
powers  than  Henry  himself  did,  to  lose  no  time  in  co^nte^ 
acting  its  influence.  T*ho  condition  of  the  holy  Boman 
empire  had  for  some  time  occupied  his  most  serious  thoughts. 
It  seemed  plain  that  Rudolph  would  never  marry.  Certainly 
he  would  never  marry  the  Infanta,  although  he  was  veiy 
aujjjy  tJiut  his  brotliur  should  aspire  to  the  hand  which  b« 
hiuiself  rt»jected.  In  case  of  his  death  without  children,  Philip 
thought  it  possible  that  there  might  be  a  Protestant  revolo- 
tion  in  Germany,  and  that  the  house  of  Habsburg  mi^t  Ion 
the  imporiul  crown  altogether.  It  was  even  said  that  the 
emperor  was  himself  of  that  opinion,  and  preferred  that  the 
empire  should  end  with  his  own  life.*"  Philip  considei«d* 
that  neither  Matthias   nor  Maximilian   was  fit   to  sncoeei 


?•  Do  Thou,  xii.  5C7^94,  1.  lift. 
Meteren,  S88.    Rcvd,  L"J7. 

77  Ibid.  7»  Uor,  rV.  203. 

<*  "Siendo  comnn  opinioD  en  Alcmft- 
nia  que  deaea  que  can  so  muerie  Be 
•oabe  el  imperio  en  e«tM  pojrte*." — 
Beladon  de  lo  que  el  Aimirante  de 
Aimgon  ha  oolegido  en  el  tiempo  que 


ha  estado  en  AlcouUla  y  €B  la  art» 
Oesaren  trabindo  con  paanoM  prodn* 
tee  oaroa  ol  ne^  da  Key  da  Baamma 
7  roceeica  a  loa  estedoa  olecttvis  d» 
Bohemia,  Moravia,  Silesia,  jr  Ul^^ 
(Aroh.  de  Simancaa  MS.) 

*  Admiral  of  Arrafoii  to  fWPfV 
17  th».  1596.    (AxclLdA  SiM.  M&} 
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their  brother,  being  both  of  them  lukewarm  in  the  Catholic 
faith."  In  other  words,  he  chose  that  his  destined  son-in-law, 
the  Cardinal  Albert,  should  supersede  them,  and  he  was 
anxious  to  have  him  appointed  as  soon  as  possible  King  of 
the  Romans. 

**  His  Holiness  the  Pope  and  the  King  of  Spain,"  said  the 
Admiral  of  Arragon,  '*  think  it  necessary  to  apply  most 
stringent  measures  to  the  emperor  to  compel  him  to  appoint 
a  successor,  because,  in  case  of  his  death  without  one,  the 
administration  during  the  vacancy  would  fall  to  the  elector 
palatine, — a  most  perverse  Cahinistic  heretic,  and  as  great 
an  enemy  of  the  house  of  Austria  and  of  our  holy  rehgion  as 
the  Turk  himself — as  sufficiently  ap|x;ars  in  those  diabohcal 
laws  of  hia  published  in  the  palatinate  a  few  months  since. 
A  vacancy  is  so  dreadful,  that  in  the  north  of  Germany  the 
world  would  come  to  an  end ;  yet  the  emperor,  being  of 
rather  a  timid  nature  than  otherwise,  is  inclined  to  quiet, 
and  shrinks  from  the  discussions  and  conflicts  likely  to  be 
caused  by  an  appointment.  Therefore  his  Holiness  and  his 
Cathohc  Majesty,  not  choosing  that  wo  should  all  live  in 
danger  of  the  world's  falling  in  ruins,  have  resolved  to 
provide  the  remedy.  They  are  to  permit  the  electors  to  use 
the  faculty  which  they  possess  of  suspending  the  emperor 
and  depriving  him  of  his  power;  there  being  examples  of 
this  in  otlier  times  against  emix^rors  who  governed  ill."™ 

The  Admiral  farther  alluded  to  tlie  great  effort  made 
two  years  before  to  elect  the  King  of  Denmark  emperor, 
reminding  Philip  that  in  Hamburg  they  had  erected  triumphal 
arches,  and  made  other  preparations  to  receive  him.  This 
year,  he  observed,  the  Protestants  were  renewing  their 
Bchemea.  On  the  occasion  of  the  baptism  of  the  child  of 
the  elector  palatine,  the  English  envoy  being  present,  and 
Queen  Elizabeth  beiug  god-mother,  tliey  had  agreed  upon 
nine  articles  of  faith  much  more  hostile  to  the  Catholic  creed 
than  anything  ever  yet  professed.    In  case  of  the  death  of 

»  Admital  of  Amgon  to  Philip,  17  Dec.  1596.    (Arch,  de  Bim.  MS.) 
■>  Belackm  del  Almirante  de  AJugon,  &c.,  ufrt  iup. 
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'i^  ^BSfsniL  'sss  ^LaOET  ^ahtrtp  voold  of  comse  make 
rryn  -rr-jiniit.  sxii  "^tr  ^nc«-x  ^:dd  therefore  be  indace*^ 
IT  ztsr  Tif%zs  X  yj^^ut.  3l  x»!):<GZLt  of  the  great  incon- 
-.=-=:-.ri;i-*r  ±  i-r-.=iir  inn.  'an  zkX  without  a  hint  of  com- 
Tgi'Sjm.  i:  la-'-rcfcae^r  in.  liff  iisseaKT  measures.    Philip  vaj 
MT-EsSErri.  hr  ▼T^g  *!  irSBS  H^  empire  with  considerable 
i  ir-T  KTiciav  ii^  Itsl — je  ticre  could  he  no  donbt  tkt 
~rT^pr7'  ^Tt  iL  ITS*:    ifciz»rr — bet  ia  recompense  it  was 
ir^rsarr   *.   -tLt^n:  m.  ^Eii^  of  the  Bc-mans  in  all  respects 
fciijsaLTUT  t   ir^L    Tyffr  were  three  objections  to  the 
•=^e-!^n  JL  _lI:«3^  w^iise  reced  lictcnes  and  great  abilities 
-EiziLfi    Tiirn   ii  r^Zix's  cfoikai  to  the  crown.    Firstly, 
iitBTr  ^ae  &  icvcc  W2i«cai3'  the  kingdoms  of  Hnngaryaol 
Z.  ctaui  "<F=r»  -aiitsiTr  tr  hereditarr,  and  it  was  Tery  im- 
;:•  raiTT  ^njic  :ae  K^r  :€  tbe  R-mans  should  sneceed  to  thosft 
Tv:   ir^ris.  *««ar=se  tLr  efcctots  and  other  princes  haTing^ 
irs  wiijn.  ^:£tr   kf^s'iicis  woold  be  unwilling  to  swear 
jnjrr  i:  "tt:  suegy-.s  a&i  as  Albert  was  younger  than  his 
rrrczt^s  if  xitlii  «cap:eh-  esq^ct  to  take  by  inheritance. 

S-.'-.cjilj.  Alrers  h*!  i>3  propaty  of  his  own,  but  tho 
■i- il   nzT'TFii-i  iL*:  the  emperor  might  be  made  to 

Tj-zriij.  r.  Ti?  ^rifrfirat-ie  for  Albert  to  leare  the  Nether- 
lijii:?  iT  :Li;  ^:xzT^.    NeTertheless,  it  was  suggested  by 
il-f  T-iij-r  inr  Air.iri!.  with  the  same  tranquil  insolence 
t  '_-.l  zLirk-f-i  ill  hi*  pr?p»>se'l  arrangements,  that  as  Kudolph 
^  zlL  T^'.jr-r  fr.z:  ihr  p.-'venmient  altogether,  Albert, as  Kin^ 
■- :  :1t  E:zi^i^  anl  acting  emperor,  could  very  well  takt> 
cure  : :  ih-f  N rtherlanJs  as  part  of  his  whole  realm.    Albert 
t»riL^  nrrr-^rer  about  to  marry  the  Infanta,  the  handsome 
c.wry  wii.'h  he  would  receive  with  her  from  the  king  would 
enal  Ir  Lin:  to  sustain  his  dignity.® 

TLi:<  did  Philip,  who  had  been  so  industrious  during  tbe 
EiAiiv  piist  years  in  his  endeavours  to  expel  the  heretic 
Queen  of  England  and  the  Huguenot  Henry  from  the  realms 

*  Relacion  deJ  Almirante,  iiW  mtp.    Letter  of  the  Admiral,  17  Dec  l596i 
la^t  cittHi 
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of  their  ancestors,  and  to  seat  lu'mself  or  liis  dauglitor,  or  ono 
or  another  of  his  nephews,  in  tlieir  places,  now  busy  himself 
with  schemes  to  discrown  Rudolph  of  Habsburg,  and  to  pkce 
the  ubiquitous  Infanta  and  her  future  husband  on  his  throne. 
Time  would  show  tlie  result. 

Meantime,  while  the  Protestant  Ancel  and  other  agents 
of  the  new  lea^^ie  against  Philip  were  travelling  about  from 
one  court  of  Euro[>e  to  another  to  gain  adherents  to  their 
cause,  the  great  founder  of  the  confederacy  was  already 
secretly  intriguing  for  a  peace  with  that  monarch.  The  ink 
was  scarce  dry  on  the  treaty  to  which  he  had  affixed  his 
signature  before  he  was  closeted  with  the  agents  of  the 
Archduke  Albert,  and  receiving  affectionate  messages  and 
splendid  presents  from  that  military  ecclesiastic. 

In  November,  1596,  La  Balvena,  formerly  a  gentleman  of 
the  Count  de  la  Fera,  came  to  llouen.  He  had  a 
very  secret  interview  with  Henry  IV,  at  three  o'clock 
one  moniing,  and  soon  afterwards  at  a  very  late  hour  in  the 
night.  The  king  asked  him  why  the  archduke  was  not 
willing  to  make  a  geneml  peace,  including  England  and 
Holland.  Ealvena  replied  that  he  had  no  authority  to  treat 
on  that  subject  -,  it  being  well  known,  however,  that  the  King 
of  Spain  would  never  consent  to  a  j)eaco  with  the  rebels, 
except  on  the  ground  of  tho  exclusive  maintenance  of  the 
Catholic  religion.^ 

He  is  taking  the  very  coui*se  to  destroy  that  religion,  said 
Henry.  The  king  then  avowed  himself  in  favour  of  jjcaco 
for  the  sake  of  the  poor  afllieted  people  of  all  countries.  He 
was  not  tired  of  arms,  he  suid,  which  were  so  famihar  to  him, 
but  his  wish  wiis  to  join  in  a  general  crusade  against  the 
Turk.  This  would  be  better  for  the  Catholic  religion  than 
the  present  occupations  of  all  parties.     He  avowed  that  the 
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I  ilo  lo  qu<?  Im  iKK^ha  In 
•  tiilxT,  I5LIG.    (Arch,  do 

i''   -i.r.    -•-  ■•■  •!].,•  ortho- 
11^  ji  ;;iiui'  !■!  I  111-  -I .  it-t  ngent. 

.J»  iteveiiter,  ii.    Hl-HtJ,  \>rm\n  it 
^  ^Vtlbieftt  bat  ii£  the  B  aud  V  in  S^jamah 
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aro  murly  idnntiral,  I  nm  fnclincMj  to 
prefer  llie  ujiiiie  '^van  iti  Ibc  tcit.  It 
i«,  Imwovor,  diflicult  to  unctrtain  how 
oWurtr  luoii  were  corrertly  culled  in 
days  when  gmvo  historians  ooald  do- 
Hignntc  so  illuctriouH  a  peiMUiage  as 
Sir  Walter  Boieigh  aa  GuatenJ. 
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Queen  of  England  was  his  very  good  friend,  and  said  he  had 
never  yet  broken  his  faith  with  her,  and  never  would  do  bol 
She  had  sent  him  the  Garter,  and  he  had  accepted  it,  as 
hia  brother  Henry  HI.  had  done  before  hini,  and  he  would 
negotiate  no  peace  which  did  not  include  her.*  The  not 
very  distant  future  was  to  sliow  how  much  these  stout  pro- 
fessiuns  of  sincerity  were  worth.  Meantime  Ilenry  diaiged 
Balvena  to  keep  their  interviews  a  profound  secret,  especially 
from  every  one  in  France.  The  king  expressed  great  anxiety 
lest  the  Iluguenots  should  hear  of  it,  and  the  agent  obt»6r?ed 
that  any  suspicion  of  peace  negotiations  would  make  giwrt 
disturbance  among  the  heretics,  as  one  of  the  conditions  of 
the  king's  absolution  by  the  pope  was  supposed  to  be  thftt 
he  should  make  war  upon  liis  Protestant  subjects.  On  hii 
retuni  from  Rouen  the  emissary  made  a  visit  to  Monlevet, 
marshal  of  the  camp  to  Henry  IV.  and  a  Calvinist.  There 
was  much  eouversaliou  about  peace,  in  the  course  of  which 
Monlevet  observed,  "  We  are  much  afraid  of  you  in  negotiation, 
for  we  know  that  you  Spaniards  far  surpass  us  in  astuteueas." 

"  Nay,"  said  Balvena,  **  I  will  only  repeat  the  words  of  the 
Emperor  Charles  V. — 'The  Spaniards  seem  wise,  and  at» 
madmen  y  the  French  seem  madmen,  and  are  wise.** ' " 

A  few  weeks  later  the  archduke  sent  Balvena  again  to 
Rouen.  He  had  another  interview  with  the  king. 
at  wliich  not  only  Villeroy  and  other  Catholi<-*  were 
present,  but  Monlevet  also.  This  proved  a  great  obstAcle  to 
freedom  of  conversation.  The  result  was  the  same  as  befom 
There  were  strong  professions  of  a  desire  on  the  part  of  the 
king  for  a  peace,  but  it  was  for  a  general  peace ;  nothing 
further. 

On  the  4th  December  Balvena  was  sent  for  by  the  kin^ 
before  daylight,  just  as  he  was  mounting  his  horse  for  the 
chase. 

*'  Tell  his  Highness,"  said  Henry,  "  that  I  am  all  fraokDeff. 


1 


Dec.  1696. 


••*  2"  BrlncinnqvioBnJvenahahecbft  I 
d  BU  Alttiza  volvieiido  de  Fr.incia.  Do- 
uember,  1596.     (Axcluvea  de  SinumcM 
MB.) 


M  *^  Ix»  I^imr.ole0  pMoMD  •Wot  j 
9cm  locos,  J  lo8  frnnoews  pumm  loam 
y  eon  aabios." 


PfflLIP»S  DESIGNS  AGAINST  ENGLAND. 


419 


Begone. 


Bnd  incapable  of  dissiniiilation,  and  that  I  believe  him  loo 
jnuch  a  man  of  honour  to  widh  to  deceive  me.  Go  tell  him 
Bhat  I  am  most  anxious  for  peace,  and  that  I  deeply  regret 
the  defeat  that  has  been  sustained  against  the  Tm-k.  Had  I 
been  there  1  would  have  come  out  dead  or  victorious.  Let 
arrange  an  agreement  between  us,  m  that  presto  he  may 
me  there  with  my  brave  nobles,  with  infantry  and  with 
►lenty  of  Switzers.  Tell  him  that  I  am  his  friend. 
<e  dihgent,"  *" 

On  the  hist  day  but  two  of  the  year,  the  archduke,  having 
leard  this  faithful  report  of  Henry's  affectionate     29  Dec 
intimentfi,  sent  him  a  suit  of  splendid  armour,      *^^*'' 
ch  88  was  then  made  better  in  Antwerp  than  anywhere 
iIbb,  magnificently  burnished  of  a  blue  colour,  according  to 
n  entirely  new  fashion.** 
With  such  secret  courtesies  between  his  most  Catholic 
ajesty's  vicegerent  and  himself  was  Henry's  league  with 
he  two  Protest^mt  powers  accompanied. 

Exactly  at  the  same  epoch  Philip  was  again  preparing  an 
nvasion  of  the  queen  s  dominions.  An  armada  of  a  hundred 
id  twenty-eight  ships,  with  a  force  of  fourteen  thousand 
fantry  and  three  thousand  horse,  had  been  assembled 
oring  the  autumn  of  this  year  at  Lisbon,  notwithstanding 
le  almost  crushing  blow  that  the  English  aud  Hollandera 
tod  dealt  the  king's  navy  so  recently  at  Cudiz.**'  Tliis  new 
:pedition  was  intended  for  Ireland,  where  it  was  supposed 
hat  the  Catholics  would  be  easily  roused.  It  was  also 
loped  that  the  King  of  Scots  miglit  be  induced  to  embrace 
lis  opportunity  of  wreaking  vengeance  on  his  mother's 
estroyer.  "Ho  was  on  the  watch  tlie  last  time  that  my 
tfmada  went  forth  against  the  English,"  said  Philip,  "and 
le  has  now  no  reason  to  do  the  contrary,  especially  if  ho 
rememl^rs  that  here  is  a  chance  to  requite  the  cruelty  which 
as  practised  on  his  mother."" 

"  2*  Belflcioa,  &C.  I  qne   son  jpehonadaB   do   cierta  labor 

»  Al^jert  to  Philip,  29  Deo.  1506.  \  uuovn."    Coinpftre  Reyd,  290. 
Arch,  de  SinuuiaM  MS.)     "'AtidmI      <»  Philip  to  Albert,  4  October,  159(). 
de  las qae  ee  Inbron  en  Anyercs  '  (Arch,  de  Sun.  MS.l  °"  Ibid. 
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The  fleet  saOed  on  the  5th  October  under  the  command  of 
5  Ox  the  Count  Santa  Grtfdea.  Its  immediate  destination 
^*''--  was  the  coast  of  Ireland,  where  they  were  to  find 
some  favooiable  point  for  disembarking  the  troops.  Having 
accomplished  this,  the  ships,  with  the  exception  of  a  few  light 
vessirls,  were  to  take  their  departure  and  pass  the  winter 
in  FeiToL  In  ease  the  fleet  should  be  forced  by  stress  of 
weather  on  the  English  coast,  the  port  of  Milford  Haven  in 
Wales  was  to  be  seized,  "  because,"  said  Philip,  "  there  are 
gi^at  many  Catholics  there  well  aflected  to  our  cause,  and 
w)k>  hare  a  ^tecial  enmity  to  the  English.**  In  case  the 
En^ish  fleet  should  come  forth  to  give  battle,  Philip  soit 
directions  that  it  was  to  be  ccmqnered  at  once,  and  that  after 
the  Tivtanr  Iklilford  Haven  was  to  be  firmly  held.** 

This  was  easily  said.    Bat  it  was  not  fated  that  tha 

expedition  should  be  more  triumphant  than  that  of  the 

i::^A>&querable  armada  which  had  been  so  signally  conquered 

t-yii  ye^irs  before.    Scarcely  had  the  fleet  put  to  sea  when 

it  w:as  orertaken  by  a  tremendous  storm,  in  which  forty  shipB 

f:Ti-^.!er^  with  fire  thousand  men."   The  shattered  remnants 

tc*.  i  r\:V.j^-  in  ForroL     There  the  ships  were  to  refit,  and  in 

iht  >:  rln^  the  attempt  was  to  be  renewed.    Thus  it  was  ever 

w::>.  ihe  KiniT  o:'  Spain.    There  was  a  placid  unconsciousness 

v:.  !'.:<  mn  of  JeiVat  wliioh  sycophants  thought  sublime.  Awi 

>-::I:  :r.j^-ns;biiity  mi^rht  have  Wen  sublimity  had  the  monarch 

ly.:;    :::    }v^?^.^n  on  the  deck  of  a  frigate  in  the  howling 

:.::.:>;>:.  S'.rii.ir   >li;p  after  sliip  go  down  before  bis  eyes, 

;>:..:   t\t r:ii:g   hims<4f  with    tranquil    energy   and  skill  io 

tiW'WT^Ajy-   his   followers,   and    to  preserre   what  remained 

ariv^:  :"n.^ra  dt-struotion.    Certainly  such  exhibitions  of  bumaii 

sr.iv  riv  rity  to  tiie  elements  are  in  the  highest  degree  inspiring- 

H:s  :V.:;.;-r  had  sh.^wn  himseb[\in  more  than  one  occasion  tbe 

!".;;>:<  r  . :'  l:i>  :;\:o.     The  King  of  Franee,  too,  bare-headtni  I'l 

b.-::  ;ry.^:i  vvr>let.  leading  a  forlorn  hoi>e,  and,  by  the  personal 

ob.Arrn  of  liis  valour,  changing  fugitires  into  heroes  and  defeat 

"  r*.:::p  :o  a:Kt:.  ,1  (X'toKr.  i:»96.  ,Aprh.  de  Simanoaa  MS.) 
«  SiUi^  :o  iHiuv,  ol  rVwrnli^j,  1506.  ^Ibiii.)    Beyd,  207. 
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into  victory^  had  afforded  many  examples  of  sublime  mi- 
consciousness  of  disaster,  such  as  must  ever  thrill  the  souls 
of  mankind  Eut  it  is  moni  difficult  to  be  calm  in  battle  and 
'  sliipwreck  than  at  the  writing  desk ;  nor  is  that  the  highest 
^degree  of  fortitude  wbicli  enables  a  monarch — himself  in 
■  safety — to  endure  without  flinching  the  destruction  of  his 
^  fellow  creatures. 

No  sooner,  however,  was  the  remnant  of  the  tempest-tost 
fleet  safe  in  Ferrol  than  the  king  requested  the  cardinal  to 

tcoUect  an  army  at  Calais  and  forthwith  to  invade  England. 
He  asked  his  nephew  whether  he  could  not  manage  to  send 
his  troops  across  the  channel  in  vessels  of  light  draught,  such 
as  he  already  had  at  command*  together  with  some  others 
which  might  be  furnished  him  from  Spain.     In  this  way  ho 
was  directed  to  gain  a  foot-hold  in  England,  and  he  was  to 
state  immediately  whether  he  could  accoraplish  this  with  his 
own  resources,  or  should  require  the  assistance  of  the  fleet 
at   Ferrol.     The  king  further   suggested   that   the   enemy, 
nencouraged  by  his  success  at  Cadiz  the  previous  summer, 
Bmight   be   preparing  a   fresh  expedition  against  Spain,  in 
Bvrhich  case  the  invasion  of  England  would  be  easier  to  ac- 
Bcomplish. 

p  Thus  on  the  last  day  of  159G,  Philip,  whose  fleet  sent 
forth  for  the  conquest  of  Ireland  and  England  had  been  too 
crippled  to  prosecute  the  adventure,  was  proposing  to  his 
nephew  to  conquer  England  without  any  fleet  at  all.  lie 
bad  given  the  same  advice  to  Alexander  Farnese  so  soon  as 
he  heard  of  the  destraetion  of  the  invincible  armada. 
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1— B^Rriof 

ic  nammr  dT  A*  mr— De  Bam^t 

::>  orXB — lifi'^s  tf  in*  nm — Bct^al  of  peneeaiaa 

•T  i_.  j-:E3 r-Tra-Tiatit   wrwtsL  Tiex  Kit£  fVTflriiw  —  Ebto;  &<■ 

n^r  ?"t.-  -t  TmUij.  -y  -an  Butk  v  imhk  int  intmuiTntkm  «i&  FUI9 
—  £2-  K:^irHS»4r  jii  ■ -I'M.  V  WWBS.  F'  ■Tmii  —  ICfitoiy  efcaii— 

'^k^  —  T;  — -iit--  t'hc  ?-=3i=!S  rsEcm.  aMer  of  Maxxiee — UedaOiaad 
-;^-  r.c7:£-  icii.  -rv^  jf  *  rm*-^ — ?«r3^si^  ^  BL^shcx; — CijiitnliliM 
■7  li  znt  —  ?snr3iifcr  ir  —aii  —  Su^nxmc  ^nd  **^'^*y  of  Brevoort— 
1*;:  -^t:  ~  ~  !i  7-na-»t>-fV  jutaatMCsam^  '"MiVt^wJ.  wid  liagm  —  BfbeDn 
-  -Hr  retinal  ji— ^ii#  JL  AiciFrfz  uii  Giifft  —  PragreM  of  tbe  peM 
ifc  'n--xar:s^  T'rv'^fi  Hary  buc  J^£a —  fc'i*fi:rn  of  the  three  eouMcDtB 
T   T.  -.  —  Zi  -u:-  r  «=i»:ise  tr  r-nii:'Jiii.a:c.  vttL  Sfain  —  Hia  afcwptaaee  of 


Tzz  .  i  7  :l:  Liii  rlrtsei  ^rih  an  abcrtive  attempt  of  Philip 
i:  :_!_  ijr  iiT..:zri:.f  ir£4=[ — the  ocmquest  of  England.  The 
1.1  V  T--!^  :.T.riLei  -wTUi  a  sjiritoJ  effort  of  Prince  Maurice  to 
-  .  -*:i:r  •  -  ^1:  ±  ib;^  cjicL  field  with  the  veteran  legions  of 

l-irzJL:-'.  in  EralanT,  was  an  open  village — tbe  largest  in 
ill  :lr  Xrtlrjliii'ii — lyiiig  about  twenty-five  English  milts 
iL  il-  >=:  a  dirt^^t  line  sc>ath  from  Grertruydenberg.  It  ^^ 
I.:  y.r  ii  fir  «.ii-:ant  in  an  easterly  direction  from  Antfferp, 
ar.i  v...i  iiL-.uinre  miles  nearer  Breda  than  it  was  toGertruy- 
dv:.L».-r;_'. 

At  tlii?  place  the  cardinal-archduke  had  gathered  acoo* 
pidorable  force,  numbering  at  least  four  thousand  of  his  b«t 
infantry,  with  several  squadrons  of  cavalry,  the  whole  untl'i'r 


1597. 


MARGE  TO  TURNHOUT. 


423 


command  of  the  generaUiQ-chief  of  artillery,  Count  Varax. 
People  ill  the  neighbourhood  were  growing  uneasy,  for  it  was 
uncertain  in  what  direction  it  might  be  intondod  to  use  tliis 
formiLlable  force.  It  was  jierhaps  the  cardinal's  intention  to 
make  a  sudden  assault  upon  Breda,  the  governor  of  which 
seemed  not  inclined  to  C4irry  out  hia  proposilion  to  traiisftT 
that  important  city  to  the  king,  or  it  was  thought  that  he 
might  take  advantage  of  a  hard  frost  and  cross  the  frozen 
morasses  and  estuaries  into  the  hind  of  Tm-  Tholen,  whore  he 
might  overmaster  some  of  the  important  strongholds  of 
Zeeland. 

Marcellvis  Bax,  that  boldest  and  most  brUliant  of  Holland's 
cavalry  officers,  ha*l  come  to  Maurice  early  in  January  with 
an  urgent  suggestion  that  no  time  might  be  lost  in  making 
an  attack  upon  the  force  at  Turnhout,  before  they  should 
succeed  in  doing  any  mischief.  The  prince  pondered  the 
proposition,  fur  a  little  time,  by  himself,  and  then  conferred 
Terj'  privately  upon  the  subject  with  the  state-council.  On 
the  14th  January  it  was  agreed  with  that  body  that  the  enter- 
prise siiould  bo  attempted,  but  with  tlie  utmost  secrecy.  A 
week  later  the  council  sent  an  expr&'^s  messenger  to  Maurice 
urging  him  not  to  expose  his  own  life  to  j>eril,  but  to  apprise 
them  as  soon  as  possible  as  to  the  results  of  the  adventure. 

Meantime,  patents  had  been  sent  to  the  various  garrisons 
for  fifty  companies  of  foot  and  sixteen  squadrons  of  2-2  Jan. 
horse.  On  the  22ud  January  Maurice  came  to  Ger-  ^^^^* 
tmydenberg,  the  place  of  rendezvous,  attended  by  Sir  Francis 
Vere  and  Count  Sohns.  Colonel  Kloetingen  was  already 
there  with  the  transports  of  ammmiition  and  a  few  pi«>ces  of 
artillery  from  Zeeland,  and  in  the  course  of  the  day  the  whole 
infantry  force  had  assembled.  Nothing  could  have  been 
managed  with  greater  promptness  or  secrecy. 

Next  day,  before  dawn,  the  march  be^an.     The  battalia 
was  led  by  Van  der  Noot,  with  six  companies  of    23  Jan. 
Hollanders,    Then  came  Vere,  with  eiglit  companies     *^^^' 
of  the  reserve,  Dockray  with  eight  companies  of  Englishmen, 
Murray  with  eight  companies  of  Scotch,  and  Kloetingen  and 
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La  Corde  ^h  twelve  companies  of  Dutch  and  IZeelandere. 
In  fiont  of  the  last  troop  under  La  Corde  marched  the  com- 
mander of  the  artillery,  with  two  demi-cannon  and  two  field- 
pieces,  followed   by  the  ammunition  and   baggage  trains. 
flohenlo  arrived  just  as  the  march  was  beginning,  to  whom 
the  stadholder,  notwithstanding   their  frequent  differenced, 
communicated  his  plans,  and  entrusted  the  general  command 
of  the  cavalry.    That  force  met  the  expedition  at  Osterhout, 
a  league's  distance  from  Gertruydenberg,  and  consisted  of  the 
Kest  mounted  companies,  English  and  Dutch,  from  the  gai- 
li^ins  of  Breda,  Bergen,  Nymegen,  and  the  Zutphen  districts 
It  was  a  dismal,  drizzly,  foggy  morning;   the  weather 
changing  to  steady  rain  as  the  expedition  advanced.    There 
had  been  alternate  frost  and  thaw  for  the  few  previous  weeks, 
and   had  thai  condition  of  the  atmosphere  continued  the 
airenmnf  could  not  have  been  attempted.  It  had  now  turned 
co2ip!etely  to  thaw.    The  roads  were  all  under  water,  and  tlie 
m.-i:vh  w^  sufficiently  difficult.  Nevertheless,  it  was  possible; 
so  the  stout  Hollanders,  Zeelanders,  and  Englishmen  straggled 
on  manfully,  shoulder  to  shoulder,  through  the  mist  and  ihe 
ni:!\\     Fy  nightfall  the  expedition  had  reached  Ravels  at 
Ies>  th.iu  a  loiiguo's  distance  from  Turnhout,  having  accom- 
{".:>>. -:vi.  unitT  the  circumstances,  a  very  remarkable  niarcb 
V  :*  cvir  twt-Ety  miles.    A  stream  of  water,  the  Nectbe,  one  of 
thz"  :r::  ut.'iries  of  the  Scheld,  separated  Eavels  from  Tumhont, 
s"  I  was  orv\?s«\l  by  a  stone  bridge.  It  was  an  anxious  moment 
>L:*,:ri.v  iii>vVvorv\i  by  his  scouts  that  he  was  almost  witliin 
v-;-;v-.;!>>V..^:  or"  s^^voral  of  the  most  famous  regiments  in  tlie 
Siov.:>!:   ariiiy  lying  fresh,  st?ourely  posted,  and  capable  of 
i:'..ik;::g  su  attack  at  any  moment.    He  instantly  threw  for- 
Hvir.i  >L»rvvlhis  l>ax  with  four  squadrons  of  Bergen  cavalry, 
m:^\  \i.i-v\l  as  I  hoy  wore  by  their  day's  work,  were  to  watch 
t:^'  lT:.:g\L^  tluu  night,  and  to  hold  it  against  all  comers  ami 
a:  e>vry  l;;i^-ar\l. 

r-'.e  Sjvraish  ivmmander,  on  his  part,  had  reconnoitred  the 
ad\aiu"ing  kh\  iW  it  was  im{x>ssible  for  the  movement  to  have 
beou  s^»  s^vr^'t  v»r  s<.>  switt  over  those  inimdated  roads  as  to  be 
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shroudod  to  the  last  moment  in  complete  mystery.  It  was 
naturally  to  be  expected  tbereforo  that  those  splendid  legions 
— the  famous  Neapolitan  torcio  of  Trevico,  the  veteran  troops 
of  Sultz  and  Hachieourt,  the  picked  Epiroto  and  Spanish 
cavah-y  of  Niwlas  Basta  and  Guzman — would  be  hurled  upon 
the  wearied,  henumheil,  bemired  soldiers  of  the  republic,  as 
they  came  slowly  atoug  after  their  long  march  through  the 
cold  winter's  rain. 

Varax  took  no  such  heroic  resolution.  Had  he  done  so  that 
January  afternoon,  the  career  of  I^Iaurice  of  Nassau  might 
have  been  bronght  to  a  sudden  close,  despite  the  affectionate 
warning  of  the  state-council.  Certaiidy  it  was  difiicult  for 
any  commander  to  be  placed  in  a  more  perilous  position  than 
that  in  which  the  stadholder  found  himself.  He  remained 
awake  and  afoot  the  whole  night,  perfecting  his  arrangementa 
for  the  morning,  and  watching  every  indication  of  a  possible 
advance  on  the  part  of  the  enemy.  Marcellua  Bax  and  his 
troopers  remained  at  the  bridge  till  morning,  and  were  so 
near  the  Spaniards  that  they  heard  the  voices  of  their  pickets, 
and  could  even  distinguish  in  the  distance  the  various  move- 
ments in  their  camp. 

But  no  attack  was  made,  and  the  little  army  of  Maurice 
was  allowed  to  sleep  off  its  fatigue.  With  the  dawn  of  the 
24th  January,  a  reconnoitring  party,  sent  out  from  24  Jun. 
the  republican  camp,  discovered  that  Varax,  having  ^^^^■ 
no  stomach  for  an  encounter,  had  given  his  enemies  the  slip. 
Long  before  daylight  his  baggage  and  ammunition  trains  had 
been  sent  off  in  a  southerly,  direction,  and  liis  whole  force 
had  already  left  the  village  of  Turnhout.  It  was  the  inten- 
tion of  the  commander  to  take  refuge  in  the  fortified  city  of 
Uerenthals,  and  there  await  the  attack  of  Maurice,  Accord- 
ingly, when  the  stadholder  arrived  on  the  fields  beyond  the 
immediate  precincts  of  the  village,  he  saw  the  last  of  the 
enemy's  rearguard  just  disappearing  from  view.  The  situation 
was  a  veiy  peculiar  one. 

The  rain  and  thaw,  following  upon  frosty  weather,  had  con- 
verted the  fenny  country  in  many  directions  into  a  shallow 


S!  t:he  l 5 ;':•?■£>  \»thv«i  tvns     chip.  xxxm. 

jbSs.  Tie  J2=^  *7r.3  vsKk  &3v^  Ijy  the  vilLige  bad  risen 
Hifa^?  IB  i^:£C  jtp«B^  btak^.  aad  coaid  with  difficulty  be 
'ssf^^sai  ic  KLj  pjoxs.  -v^fie  Ucre  «^  no  pennanent  bridge, 
SBSL  M  •JtT*  w  AS  &ATO&  1^  ictrefttiiig  Spaniards  kd 
Uififr  T3t£2r  WKT  -SLrrjDCt  a  HKrov  pHBuge,  vhere  a  roughly* 
TEibsrasai  subevij  <£  pbaks  had  oiabkd  the  iniantiy  to 
siA  -ae  -iricas  Lzn^jBL  m  mts^  Hie,  while  the  caTalry  had 
iL:imi2e<!:C  unozx  m  hssi  thej  might.  Those  who  were 
jL-triiiizii«=c  v±3.  k2e  ^mzray  repjcted  that  beyond  this  defile 
"Sbs*:  WM  a.  Tqtstad.  hstasL  a  league  in  extent,  fall  of  fane 
Mhi  aa!£fC£.  -v^iere  ii  vicLl  be  ea^  enoogh  for  Yaiax  to 
cskw  Tz  JK  caLT  a  battle  airay.  and  conceal  it  from  riew. 
JLan^'i  SMva.  »x  bp:«zht  infennation  that  the  Spanid 
■y:mTiAit>-r  lac  jcS  a  ixce  </  mnsketeeis  to  guard  the  pas- 
a^H-  kZ  via  iK^^csd. 

Tus  '^•xsc.  v>srT  like  an  ambosfa.  In  the  opinion  of 
HiiiitHiJ:^  It  S:lz&  tai  uf  Sidney,  an  advance  was  not  to  be 
tiLicrii:  .:c:  as»i  if  th?  adrcntnze  seemed  peiilons  to  socfa 
ii&rrr  uii  apsckvcd  eampaigneis  as  these  three,  the 
ii:ii3?  njris  wril  hesitate.  XereitheleaB,  ILannoe  had  i 
■l:  i_^  — .--  Sir  Frii-iis  V^re-  and  Marcellns  Bai  confirmed 
'*  —  n  !:»  irj^-enLZiiar-z-  azd  ^oke  fiercely  of  the  disgrace 
-91^  -1  ▼  :iz^-i  ^-c-e  wp:-:*  the  arms  of  the  republic  if  now, 
ijhr::  liTu::  i:_»if  &  -ijy's  riarch  to  meet  the  enemy,  tliey 
si':.::!!  rzn.  tbedr  Ivftcks  njon  him  just  as  he  was  doing  liis 

■;-L  I.ifr  :-:zali.i*i  fr:'=i  the  prin«>?,  these  two  champions, 
tlf  ~-  y^'— -i.-  az:i  the  H-jIiander,  spurred  their  borws 
tlr  c^  U-r  ZArr:  «■  jass.  with  the  waters  up  to  the  saddle-bow, 
i:  :lf  Ir-ii  :i  a  zie:>r  han-iiul  of  troopers,  not  more  than  a 
•i: -r*  nirn  in  all.  Twc-  hundred  musketeers  followed,  picking 
;1-  -  w-iT  s.^rjisi  :br  jiaijis.  As  they  emerged  into  the  open 
.-■;  v.- :ri-  :ev::i.i.  liv  Sf finish  s-.tldiers  guarding  the  passage 
::-.-i  «::i:'Ui  drir^r  a  sbc't.  Such  was  already  the  discouraging 
tr-.":  i-r;«i::>^  ujx-n  reterans  by  the  unexi)ected  order  given 
i.jiT  r.i^miii;!  to  re-lJViaL  Vere  and  Bax  sent  word  for  all  the 
i\'iv.ilrv  to   adriinLV  at  once,  and  meantime  hovered  about 
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the  rearguard  of  the  retreating  enemy,  ready  to  charge  upon 
him  so  soon  as  they  should  be  strong  enough. 

Maurice  lost  no  time  in  plunging  with  hia  whole  mounted 
force  through  the  watery  defile ;  directing  the  infantry  to 
follow  as  fast  as  practicable.  When  the  commander-in-chief 
with  his  eight  hundred  horsemen,  Englishmen,  Zeelanders, 
Hollanders,  and  Germans,  came  upon  the  heath,  the  position 
and  purpose  of  the  enemy  were  plainly  visible.  He  was  not 
drawn  up  in  battle  order,  waiting  to  sweep  down  ui>on  his 
rash  assailants  so  soon  as,  after  struggUng  through  the  diffi- 
cult pass,  they  shoidd  be  delivered  into  his  hands.  On  the 
contrary,  it  was  obvious  at  a  glance  that  his  object  was  still 
to  escape.  The  heath  of  Tiel,  on  which  Spaniards,  Italian?, 
AVallouns,  Germans,  Dutchmen,  English,  Scotch,  and  Irish- 
men now  all  found  themselves  together,  was  a  ridgy,  spongy 
expanse  of  country,  bordered  on  one  side  by  the  swollen  river, 
here  flowing  again  through  steeper  banks  which  were  over- 
grown with  alders  and  jxfllard  willows.  Along  the  left  of  the 
Spanish  army,  as  they  moved  in  the  direction  of  Herenthals, 
was  a  continuous  fringe  of  scrub-oaks,  intermixed  with  tall 
beeches,  skirting  the  heath,  and  forming  a  leafless  but  almost 
impervious  screen  for  the  movements  of  small  detachments  of 
troops.  Quite  at  the  termination  of  the  open  space,  these 
thirkets,  becoming  closely  crowded,  overhimg  another  ex- 
tremely naiTow  passage,  which  formed  the  only  outlet  from 
the  plain.  Thus  the  heath  of  Tiel,  upon  that  winter's 
morning,  had  but  a  single  entrance  and  a  single  exit,  each 
rery  dangerous  or  very  fortimate  for  those  capable  of  taking 
^or  neglecting  the  advantages  ofiered  by  the  position. 

The  whole  force  of  Varax,  at  least  five  thousand  strong, 
^Bs  advancing  in  close  marching  order  towards  the  nan-ow 
"-passage  by  which  only  they  could  emerge  irom  the  be^ith. 
Should  they  reach  this  point  in  time,  and  thus  eflfect  their 
escape,  it  would  be  useless  to  attempt  to  follow  them,  for,  as 
was  the  case  with  the  first  defile,  it  was  not  possible  for  two 
abreast  to  go  through,  while  beyond  was  a  swampy  country 
in  which  military  operations  were   imixjssible.     Yet  there 
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remained  less  than  Lalf  a  league's  space  for  the  retreating 
soldiers  to  traverse,  while  not  a  single  foot-soldier  of  Maurice** 
array  had  thus  far  made  his  appearance  on  the  heath.  All 
were  still  wallowing  and  struggling,  single  file,  in  the  marshy 
entrance,  through  which  only  the  cavalry  had  forced  their 
way.  Here  was  a  dilemma.  Should  Maurice  look  calmly  ou 
while  the  enemy,  whom  he  had  made  so  painful  a  forced 
march  to  meet,  moved  off  out  of  reach  before  his  eyes  ?  Yet 
certainly  this  was  no  slight  triumph  in  it6el£  Tliere  sat  the 
studholder  on  his  horse  at  the  head  of  eight  hundred  cara- 
bineers, and  there  marched  four  of  Philip's  best  infantry 
regiments,  garnished  with  some  of  his  most  renowned  cavalry 
squadrons,  anxious  not  to  seek  but  to  avoid  a  combat.  Fii^l 
came  the  Germans  of  Count  Sultz,  the  musketeers  in  frout, 
and  the  spoarsmen,  of  which  the  bulk  of  this  and  of  all  tlie 
regiments  was  composed,  marching  in  closely  serried  squares* 
with  the  company  standards  waving  over  each.  Next,  ar- 
ranged in  the  same  manner,  came  the  Walloon  regiments  of 
Hachicourt  and  of  La  Barlotte.  Fourth  and  last  came  the 
famous  Neapolitans  of  Marquis  Trevico.  The  cavalry  squad- 
rons rode  on  tlie  left  of  the  infantry,  and  were  commanded  by 
Nicolas  Basta,  a  man  who  had  been  trampling  upon  tlic 
Nethorlandei"8  ever  since  the  days  of  Alva,  with  whom  he  hail 
first  come  to  the  country. 

And  these  were  the  legions — these  very  men  or  their  im- 
mediate predecessors — these  Italians,  Spaniards,  Germany 
and  Walloons,  who  during  so  many  terrible  years  liad  stormed 
and  sacked  almost  every  city  of  the  Netherlands,  and  >u.  tf 
over  the  whole  breadth  of  those  little  provinces  as  with  iii 
besom  of  destruction. 

Both  infantry  and  cavalry,  that  picked  little  army  of  Varai 
was  of  the  very  best  that  had  shared  in  the  devil's  work  which 
had  been  the  chief  industry  practised  for  so  long  in  tho 
obedient  Netherlands.  Was  it  not  madness  for  the  stad- 
holder,  at  the  head  of  eight  hundred  horsemen,  to  a^ail  sacb 
an  army  as  this  ?  Was  it  not  to  invoke  upon  his  head  Hm 
swift  vengeance  of  Heaven  ?    Nevertheless,  the  painstaking, 
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cautious  Jlaurice  did  not  hesitate.  He  ordered  Hobenlo,  with 
all  the  Brabantine  cavalry,  to  ride  as  rapidly  as  their  horses 
could  carry  them  along  the  edge  of  the  plain,  and  behind  the 
tangled  woodland,  hy  which  the  movement  would  he  concealed. 
He  waa  at  all  hazanls  to  intercept  the  enemy's  vanguartl 
before  it  should  reach  the  fatal  pass.  Vere  and  Marcellus 
Bax  meanwhile,  supported  now  by  Edmont  with  the  Nymegen 
squadrons,  were  to  threaten  the  Spanish  rear.  A  conapauy 
or  two  under  Laurentz  was  kept  by  Maurice  near  his  person 
in  reserve. 

The  Spaniards  steadily  continued  their  march,  but  as  they 
became  aware  of  certain  slight  and  indefinite  movements  on 
their  left,  their  cavalry,  changing  their  position,  were  trans- 
ferred from  tlie  right  to  the  left  of  the  line  of  march,  and  now 
rode  between  the  infantry  and  the  belt  of  woods. 

In  a  few  minutes  after  the  orders  given  to  Ilobenlo,  that 
dashing  soldier  had  circumvented  the  Spaniards,  and  emerged 
upon  the  plain  between  them  and  the  entrance  to  the  defile. 
The  next  instant  the  trumpets  sounded  a  charge,  and  Hohenlo 
fell  u2>on  the  foremost  regiment,  that  of  Snitz,  while  the 
rearguard,  consisting  of  Trevieo's  Neatjolitan  regiment,  waa 
assailed  by  Du  Bois,  Donck,  Kysoir,  Marcellus  Bax,  and  Sir 
Francis  Vere.  The  effect  seemed  almost  su|>ernatural.  The 
Spanish  cavalry — those  far-famed  squadrons  of  Guzman  and 
Basta — broke  at  the  first  onset  and  galloped  oiT  for  the  pass 
jis  if  they  had  been  riding  a  race.  Most  of  them  escaped 
through  the  hollow  into  the  morass  beyond.  The  musketeers 
of  Sultz's  regiment  hardly  fired  a  shot,  and  fell  back  in  con- 
fasioQ  upon  the  thickly  clustered  ]>ikemen.  Tlie  assailants, 
every  one  of  them  in  complete  armour,  on  powerful  horses, 
and  armed  not  with  lances  but  with  carbines,  trampled  over 
the  panic-struck  and  struggling  mass  of  leather-jerkined 
pikemen  and  shot  them  at  arm's  length.  The  charge  upon 
Tre vice's  men  at  the  Kame  nioTnent  was  just  as  decisive.  la 
lees  time  than  it  took  afterwards  to  describe  the  scene  those 
renowned  veterans  were  broken  into  a  helpless  mass  of  dying, 
wounded,  or  fugitive  creatures,  incapable  of  striking  a  blow. 
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TSam  i&K  i>i!j!UiBuf  m  Ae  fami  aad  die  Ne^olifeuis  in  tbe 
?!9r  ittit  \e*BL  <rinraai*qBiT  ditttered,  and  rolled  tc^ether 
lOWiL  'at^  Tv^  :at£r  K^m'ito.  tkoK  of  B*chiooazt  and  U 
XAC^iGft.  -v^^^a  -v^^^  ptifcxd  l«=i»tt3i  Hkem.    Xor  did  these 
sn»iQ»  :3tr  izj  ^»fG^  yawtawgy  bat  vere  pandTsed  and 
\nrVtf.  nc  3C  >TiffifBi-e  i^  the  imt.     In  ks  than  an  hoar 
"sitt  "^maasL  i^air  -«ai£  'i^flai^tidhed.    Taiax  himself  laj  dedl 
inciL  '3t^  TeJi  «:«:  isRzaiaSe  bgc  to  sarrire  his  disgnce.    It 
'lo*  ii&rfLj  siiK  1211a.  -i^Tneiit  ctk  that  dollJannary  moniiiig; 
imt*  :':iL:«^  iiki  aetrsc  diiaEicd  from  the  old  brick  steeples  of 
y-n-irtirnr.  j^  ^^o  Qiicaaski  Sfiaiuazds  had  iallen  before  tbe 
akws  -2  •SB£3£  isEiired  Xetbedandei^  and  there  were  fiTe 
imuirec  jcsaatSB  hsaiiu.    Of  Mamice's  armT  not  more  than 
imif  :r  'iBL  wsn  aiai:^    The  suxj  sounds  like  a  wild  legend. 
Iz  -wkf  ki  if  i2e  an  of  each  Netherlander  had  been  nerred 
\^  ziit  Tbtatriry  c£  ftfkr  jcaxs  of  ontnge,  as  if  the  spedie  of 
Oirsr  lajS-xassij  isi  cxime  had  appalled  the  soul  of  ereiy 
Scttzjsirl    likr  a  iLsEidabolt.  the  son  (^  William  the  Silent 
snizter  iZiii  aE3iT  cf  FLUip,  and  in  an  instant  it  lay  blasted  m 
vttt  sas^ih.  <£  TxL    M  kast  it  coold  hardly  be  called  sagar 
^9.-02^  rfcrfrusbfp  on  the  part  of  the  stadholder.     The  chances 
-r^rf  ill  jo^izsc  hizL.  i^i  if  instead  of  Varax  those  legions 

Li»i   l»r-f-     ^ <r,'.^\   liii    morning  by   old    Christopher 

X  cL-iT-tL.  ili'r^  ni^i  f^rhaps  have  been  another  tale  to 

:cll     Z-.f-i  is  h  ^as.  iher^  had  l>een  a  supreme  moment 

wi^-    il-r  Sri^ryg   dis&iater   had    nearly  been   changed  to 

T:..:..r-»-.     Tb-e  £jht  was  almct»t  done,  when  a  small  party  of 

>:v--:-.>'  j^Tjlry.  wh-.^  at   the   b-eginniug  of  the   action  had 

:.ll.-ei  tli-  onvziy's  horse  in  its  sudden  retreat  throuirhthe 

.-^r,  v^aiiie  wbirliiur  back  over  the  phun  in  wild  confusion, 

J  .iTi-iird  ly  aKiii  forty  of  the  enemy's  lancers.     They  swept 

I V  thv  ST<  t  wher>?  Maurice,  with  not  more  than  ten  horsemen 

ar  r.:..i  Liiii.  was  directiiiir  and  watching  the  battle,  and  in 

T>»::.  t:.e  j  riiivV  tlircw  hiiust-lf  in  front  of  them  and  strove  to 

chov  k  their  di^rht.      They  were  panic-struck,  and  Maurice 

would  himself  have  been  swept  off  the  field,  had  not  Marcellus 

Bax  and  Edmont,  with  half  a  dozen  heavy  troopers,  come  to 
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the  rescue,  A  grave  error  had  been  committed  by  Parker, 
who,  upon  being  ordered  by  Maurice  to  cause  Lonis  Laurentz 
to  charge,  had  biniself  charged  with  the  wliole  reserve  and 
left  the  stadholder  almost  alone  upon  the  field.  Thus  the 
culprits — who  after  pursuing  the  Spanish  cavalry  through  the 
pass  had  begun  plundering  the  enemy's  baggage  until  they 
were  sot  upon  by  the  handful  left  to  guard  it,  and  had  become 
fiigitives  in  their  turn — might  possil.tly  have  caused  the  loss 
of  the  day  after  the  victory  had  been  won,  had  there  been  a 
man  on  the  Spanish  side  to  take  in  the  situation  at  a  glance. 
Jiut  it  is  probable  that  the  rout  had  been  too  absolute  to 
allow  of  any  such  sudden  turning  to  account  of  the  serious 
errors  of  the  victors*  The  cavalry,  except  this  handful,  hiwl 
long  disappeared,  at  least  half  the  infantry  lay  dead  or 
M'ounded  on  the  field,  while  the  remainder,  throwing  away 
pike  and  matchlock,  were  running  helter-skelter  for  their 
b'ves. 

Besides  Prince  Maurice  himself,  to  whom  the  chief  credit 
of  the  whole  expedition  justly  belonged,  nearly  all  the  com- 
manders engaged  obtained  great  distinction  by  their  skill  and 
Talour.  Sir  Francis  Vere,  as  usual,  was  ever  foremost  in  the 
thickest  of  the  fray,  and  had  a  horse  killed  under  him. 
Parker  erred  by  too  much  readiness  to  engage,  but  bore 
himself  manfully  throughout  the  battle.  Hohenlo,  Solnis, 
Sidney,  Lom's  Laurentz,  Du  Bois,  all  displayed  their  iisutd 
prowess ;  but  the  real  hero  of  the  hour,  the  personal  embodi- 
ment of  the  fortunate  madness  which  prompted  and  won  the 
battle,  was  undoubtedly  Marcellus  Box? 

Maurice  i*emained  an  hour  or  two  on  the  field  of  battle, 
and  then,  returning  towards  the  village  of  Tumhout,  sum- 
moned its  stronghold.  The  garrison  of  sixty,  under  Captain 
Van  der  Delf,  instantly  surrendered.     The  victor  allowed 


'  I  plaoo  tocf'thcr  in  one  note  the 
autfaontiiT*  xmyd  by  ine  for  iUin  fituiouM 
Bctirtn.  Not  an  inoiilent  is  mentionwi 
tluit  u  not  vnucheti  for  by  one  or  more 
of  the  couteuifiorary  ohromclera  or 
letter  -  writers  pit«i,  but  1  bj»ve  not 
thoaght  it  neceasaiy  to  encumb<;r  each 


parojrmph  with  refereneo  to  a  f(K>tnote, 
B.r.  IV,  .^01-304.  McU-rt-n,  31»3,  Sm. 
Biiitivon:lio,  443,  444.  Reyd,  H02,  nMn. 
Canicro,  40li4u7.  Coloiua,  '237.  Al- 
bert to  Philip,  HO  Jan.  15W7.  (Arch, 
de  Sinmnms  M8.)  Van  der  Kemjp, 
ii,  25-2S,  107-171. 
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these  troops  to  go  off  scot  free,  saying  that  there  had  been 
blood  enough  shed  that  day.  Every  standard  borne  by  ttu^ 
Spaniards  in  the  Iwittle— -tliirty-eight  in  number — was  taken, 
besides  nearly  all  their  arms.  Tlie  banners  were  sent  to  th« 
Hague  to  be  bung  up  in  the  great  hall  of  the  castle.  The 
dead  body  of  Yarax  was  sent  to  the  archduke  with  a  coar- 
teous  letter,  in  which,  however,  a  categorical  explanation  ww 
demanded  as  to  a  statement  in  circulation  that  Albert 
decided  to  give  the  soldiers  of  the  republic  no  quarter.* 

No  answer  being  immediately  returned,  Maurice  or 
the  five  hundred  prisoners  to  be  hanged  or  drowned  unlM 
ransomed  witliin  twenty  days,  and  this  horrible  decree  appeurt 
from  official  documents  to  be  consistent  with  the  military 
usages  of  the  period.     The  arrival  of  the  letter  from  tioj 
cardinal-archduke,  who  levied  the  money  for  the  ransom  ott J 
the  villagers  of  Brabant,*  prevented,  however,  the  execudaal 
of  the  menace,  which  could  hardly  have  been  seriously  in 
tended.* 

Within  a  week  from  the  time  of  his  departure  from  tbr] 
Hague  to  engage  in  this  daring  adventure,  the  stadholder  liftd 
returned  to  that  little  capital,  having  achieved  a  complete 

'  The  letter  of  Maarioe  was  a«  fol- 
lows : — 

"  Sm — I  kid  iotendod  to  send  the 
HnldipTs  who  were  fnketipruonen  yes- 
terday, nnd  to  manifest  the  aume  rnur- 
te^  wiiich  I  am  Hccnstomed  to  ehow 
townrda  those  who  fall  into  my  hnnils. 
But  fta  I  have  boon  »pj»rizcd  thnt  your 
HighneBS  has  publisho^l  ru  order,  ac> 
twrdin^  to  which  iiiilitiiry  commanders 
are  forbiiMeii  hcofoforlh  to  give  quar- 
tor  tn  those  of  thia  side,  I  have  do- 
sired  fijtit  to  have  this  doubt  made 
ckwj  to  inp,  bc'foro  I  jK^niit  them  to 
po  freo,  in  ortlcr  that,  havinof  undcr- 
utond  youir  liigJiiiciB'B  intention  on 
this  pointy  I  uiny  nxinduct  myself  as 
I  shall  find  most  fltdiig.  Herewith 
1  huiubly  kinH  tlit"  luiuJs  of  your  Hi^-h- 
ness,  and  pniy  G«xl  to  give  you  long 
and  had  thy  life. 

"  Turnhoit(,  25  Jnnuari/,  1597." 

The  ort'hduke  thus  rppliftl : — 

"Count  —  I  tuive  received  your 
letter,  and  con  do  no  otherwise  than 


pmiae  the  couitesj  which  too  )«m 
manifosicd  towards  the  dead  body  «i 
the  late  Ontnt  Varax,  uiul  tigaifj  >» 
you  the  thiuikt?  which  joa  il«Min,»i 
which  I  ren<lt  r  ■  -t  *"^  m  ntf  hml^ 
Touching  the  '  \(vx  will  VK 

find  that  I  hn\  romlftd  « 

keeping  no  quiirier,  and  1  hnpo  n*wf 
to  have  oc«»rton  for  such  %  dctermiBS' 
tion,  inasmuch  as  to  do  ao  is  »f^tDtt  Uf 
nature.  An<I,  tnn^auch  ns  in  thitoA* 
juuctruv  you  une  the  eourtMj  Unranl* 
mc  which  you  .<>ignify  iii  year  Icfttar,! 
shall  take  cure  to  do  th«  saiae  vfa« 
oocasiona  present  theuiMJvM.  Aid 
herowith  I  pray  the  Ouitof  to  \mH» 
you  in  his  holy  keeping. 

**  Yonr  good  fnmit 
"Albert,  r 

«  BnMeJ4,  28  Jan.  15i>7." 

»  Mctenen,  b.  xix.  394. 

*  Ibid.  Van  der  Kemp,  28,  17 
citea  Keiol.  St.  Gen.  Itt  May,  IS 
an  example. 
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success.  The  enthusiastic  demonstrations  tliroughont  the 
land  on  account  of  so  signal  a  victory  can  easily  be  imagined. 
Nothing  like  this  had  ever  before  been  recorded  in  the 
archives  of  the  young  commonwealth.  Tliere  had  been 
glorious  defences  of  beleaguered  cities,  where  scones  of  heroi(^ 
endurance  ami  self-sacrifice  had  been  enacted,  such  as  never 
can  be  forgotten  so  long  as  the  history  of  human  liberty  shall 
endure,  but  a  vi<:tory  won  in  the  open  field  over  thu  niost 
famous  legions  of  Spain  and  against  ovenvhelming  numbers, 
was  an  achievement  entirely  without  example.  It  is  beyond 
all  doubt  that  the  force  under  Varax  was  at  least  four  times 
as  large  as  that  portion  of  the  States*  anny  which  alone  was 
engaged ;  for  JMaurice  had  not  a  foot-soldier  on  the  field  until 
tiie  battle  was  over,  save  the  handful  of  mnsketeei-s  who  had 
followed  Vere  and  Bax  at  the  beginning  of  the  action. 

Therefore  it  is  that  this  remarkable  action  merits  a  much 
more  attentive  consideration  than  it  might  deserve,  regarded 
purely  as  a  mihtary  exploit.     To   the   military   student  a 
mere  cavalry  affair,  fought  out  upon  an  obscure  Brabantino 
heath  between  a  party  of  Dutch  carabineers  and   Spanish 
pikemen,  may  seem  of  little  account — a  subject  fitted  by  pio- 
tnresque  costume   and  animated  action  for  the  pencil  of  a 
Wouvermanns  or  a  Terburg,  but  conveying  little  instnictiou. 
As  illustrating  a  period  of  transition  in  which  hmvy  armom-ed 
troopers— each  one   a  human  iron-clad   fortress  moving  at 
speed  and  furnished  'nith  the  most  formidable  portable  artil- 
lery tlien  known — could  overcome  the  resistance  of  almost 
any   number  of  foot-soldiers  in   light  marching  gear  and 
anned  with  the  antiquated  pike,  the  affnir  may  be  worthy  of 
a  moment's  attention  ;  and  for  this  improvement — itself  now 
as  obsolete  as  the  slings  and  cataphracts  of  Roman  legions 
— the  world  was  indebted  to  Maurice,     But  the  shock  of 
mighty  armies,  the  manoeuvring  of  vast  masses  in  one  mag- 
nificent combination,   by   which   the  fate  of  empires,   the 
happiness  or  the  misery  of  the  peoples  for  generations,  may 
perhaps   be  decided  in  a  few  hours,  undoubtedly  require  a 
higher  constructive  genius  than  could  be  displayed  in  any 

VOT,.    IIL  2  F 
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math  hand-to-haud  encounter  as  that  of  Turnhout,  scicntifi 
cally  managed  as   it  nnquestionably   was.     The  trae 
atutiin^   interest  of   the   battle   is  derived   from   it«  mor 
effeci,  from  its  influence  on  the  people  of  the  Nctherla 
And  this  coold  scarcely  be  exaggerated.     The  nation 
eledrifiod,   transformed   in   an   instant      ^Vbo   now  shoul< 
iMOcefortli  dare  to  say  that  one  Simnish  fight ing^-muu  wa 
eqnal  to  five  or  ten  HoUanders?     At  hist  tlie  days  of  Jen 
miDgea  and  Mooker-heath  needed  no  longer  to  lie  remea 
bei^  by  every  patriot  u-ith  a  shudder  of  shame.     Hen*  i 
least  in  the  oj^n  tield  a  Spanish  army,  after  in  vain  refiuiu 
a  combat  and  endeavouring  to  escape,  had  literally  bitten  thfr] 
dust  before  one  fourth  of  its  own  number.     And  this  effect 
was  a  iiermanent  one.     Thenceforth  for   foreign    powera  lo_ 
talk  of  mediation   between  the   repubUc  and  the   an 
master,  to  suggest  schemes  of  reconciliation  and  of  a 
to  ol*odience,  was  to  ofler  gratuitous  and  trivial  insult,  and ' 
shall  very  soon  have  occasion  to  mark  the  simple  eloqv 
with  which  the  tliirty-eight  $]mnish  standards  of  Tamhoat," 
hung  up  iu  the  old  hall  of  the  Hague,  were  made  to 
the  pompous  rhetoric  of  an  interfering  ambassador. 

This  brief  episode  was  not  immediately  folio wetl  by 
military  events  of  importance  in  the  provinces  during 
reuuiiucd  of  the  winter.  Very  early  iu  the  sjiring,  however, 
it  was  proluible  that  the  campaign  might  oj)eu  simultaneoiifif 
in  Fraiuo  and  on  the  frontiers  of  Fhmders.  Of  all  tlie  «rftiw 
in  tlie  north  of  Franco  there  was  none,  after  lUaien^  so  tiih 
portant,  so  populous,  so  wealthy  as  Amiens,  Situate  ai 
fertile  fields,  within  three  days  march  of  Paris,  with  no  iDte^ 
vening  forests  or  other  impediments  of  a  physii'al  uatore  t» 
fi^ee  communication,  it  was  the  key  to  the  gates  of  the  cipitiL 
It  had  no  garrisi.ui,  for  the  f»o{mlatio«  numbered  fifl«B 
thousand  men  nble  to  bear  arms,  and  the  inhabitants  valfwd 
themselves  ou  the  prowess  of  their  trained  militiam«D»  fii* 
thousand  of  whom  they  boasted  to.be  able  to  bring  iBi» 
the  field  at  nn  hour's  notice — and  they  were  perfwtly  k)f 
Henry. 


1507. 


ATTACK  AND  CAITURK  OF  AMIENJ^. 


435 


One  moruing  in  March  there  came  a  piwiy  of  peasants, 
fifk?en  or  twenty  iii  number,  la<leu  with  sacks  n  March, 
of  chestnuts  and  wahiuts,  to  the  northernmost  gate  '^^^• 
of  the  town.  They  offered  them  for  sule,  as  usual,  to  tl^e 
soldiers  at  the  guar<l-house,  and  ehaffercd  and  jested — as  boors 
and  soldiers  are  wont  to  do — over  tlieir  wares.  It  so  hap- 
pened that  in  the  eourse  of  the  bar^^1illillg  one  of  the  bags 
became  untied,  and  its  contents,  much  to  the  dissatisfaction 
of  the  pro[)rietor,  were  emptied  on  the  gi-ound.  There  was  a 
acramble  for  the  walnuts,  and  mucli  shouting,  kicking,  and 
squabbling  ensued,  growing  almost  into  a  quarrel  between 
the  burgher-soldiei-s  and  the  peasants.  As  the  altercation 
was  at  its  height  a  heavy  wagon,  hiden  with  long  planks, 
came  towards  the  gate  for  the  use  of  carpenters  and  architects 
within  the  town.  The  portcullis  was  drawn  up  to  admit 
this  himbering  vehicle,  but  in  the  confusion  caused  by  the 
chance  medley  going  on  at  the  guard-house,  the  gate  dropped 
again  before  the  wagon  had  fairly  got  through  the  passage, 
and  remained  resting  upon  the  timber  witli  which  it  was 
piled. 

At  that  instant  a  shrill  wliistle  was  Iiear<l,  and  as  if  by 
magic  the  twenty  chestnut-selling  peasants  were  suddenly 
transformed  to  Spanish  and  Walloon  soldiers  armed  to  the 
teeth,  who  were  presently  ninliu'ced  l)y  as  many  more  of 
their  comrades,  who  sprang  from  beneath  the  plank-work  by 
which  the  real  contents  of  the  wagon  bad  thus  been  screened. 
Captain  Dognano,  his  brother  the  sergeant-major.  Captain 
d'Arco,  and  other  officers  of  a  Walloon  regiment  stationed  in 
Dourlans,  were  the  leaders  of  t lie  little  party,  and  while  they 
were  busily  occupied  in  putting  the  sokhers  of  the  watch, 
thus  taken  unawares,  to  death,  the  master-spirit  of  the  whole 
adventure  suddenly  made  his  appearance  and  entered  the 
city  at  the  heud  of  fifteen  hundred  men.  This  was  an  ex- 
tremely small,  yellowy  <lried  up,  energetic  Spanish  captain,* 
with  a  long  red  beard,  Ilernan  Tello  de  Porto  Carrero  by 
name,  governor  of  the  neighbouring  city  of  Dourlans,  who 

«  Colnnw,  262. 
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had  conceived  this  plan  for  obtamiiig  possession  of  Amiens 
Having  sent  those  disguised  soldiers  on  before  him,  he  W 
paflscd  the  night  with  hie  men  in  arabush  until  the  signal 
should  Bound.  The  burghers  of  the  town  were  mostly  in 
church ;  none  were  dreaming  of  an  attack,  as  men  mrely  do— 
for  otherwise  how  should  they  ever  be  surprised — and  in  Lali 
an  hour  Amiens  was  tlie  property  of  Philip  of  Spain.  Tl»ere 
were  not  very  many  lives  lost,  for  the  resistance  was  smailt 
but  great  numbers  were  tortured  for  ransom  and  few  woin«9 
eftca})ed  outrage.  The  sack  was  famous,  for  the  city  was  rich 
and  the  captors  were  few  in  number,  so  that  each  goldier 
had  two  or  three  houses  to  plunder  for  his  own  profit 

When  the  work  was  done,  the  faubourgs  were  all  destPoyc<l, 
for  it  wsis  the  intention  of  the  conquerors  to  occupy  the  place, 
which  would  be  a  most  convenient  basis  of  operations  for  any 
attack  ui>on  Paris,  and  it  wjis  desirable  to  contract  tiio  limitf 
to  bo  defeudetl.  Fifteen  hundred  houses,  many  of  thfin 
beautiful  villas  8un*ounded  with  orcluirds  and  pleai 
gardens,  were  soon  in  fiames,  and  afterwards  raied  to 
the  ground.  The  governor  of  the  place,  Count  St  Pot 
managed  to  effect  his  escape.  His  place  was  now  supf>li«l 
by  the  Marquis  of  Montenegro,  an  Italian  in  the  service 
the  Spanish  king.  Such  was  the  fate  of  Amiens  in  iU 
mouth  of  Maivh,  1597 ' ;  such  the  result  of  the  refusal  by  llK 
citizens  to  accept  the  garrison  urged  upon  them  by  HtiniJ* 

It  would  be  impossible  to  exaggerate  the  consternation 
duced  tliroughout  France  by  this  astounding  and  altogetbtf 
unlooked  for  event,  "  It  seemed,"  said  President  De  Thou, 
if  it  had  extinguished  in  a  moment  the  royal  majesty  ai»d  thfi 
French  name."  A  few  nights  later  than  the  date  of  tlui 
occurrence^  Maximilian  de  Bethune'  (aft^rwanb  Boke  of 
Sully,  but  then  called  Marquis  de  Roeny)  was  asleep 
his  bed  in  Paiis.  He  had  returned,  at  past  two  o'ldock  intlrt 
morning,  from  a  magnificent  ball  given  by  the  Constable 


of 
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•  Bor,  IV.  314,  Sl.'i.    Meteron,  395,  I  AJlscrt  to    PhJlii. 
396.    R'ntivoplio,  447.    Colomfl,  238-    (Arcli.  He  Sin* 
262.     De    Thou,   xm.    103-109,    118.        ?  De  TUoti,  . 
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Franco.  Tho  capital  had  been  miconimoiily  brilliant  during 
the  winter  with  banquets  and  dances,  tonmays  and  mas- 
querades, as  if  to  cast  a  Inrid  glare  over  the  unutterable 
misery  of  the  people  and  the  complete  desolation  of  the 
country ;  but  this  entertainment — given  by  Montmorency  m 
honour  of  a  fair  dame  with  whom  ho  supposed  himself  des- 
perately in  love,  the  young  bride  of  a  very  ancient  courtier — 
Borpassed  in  splendour  eveiy  festival  that  had  been  heard  of 
for  years.  De  Butbune  had  hardly  lost  himself  in  b1  amber 
when  he  was  startled  by  Beringen,  who,  on  drawing  his 
curtains  in  this  dead  hour  of  the  night,  presented  such  a 
ghastly  visago  that  the  faithful  friend  of  Henry  instantly 
imagined  some  personal  disaster  to  his  well-beloved  sovereign. 
"  Is  the  King  dead  ?  "  he  cried.® 

Being  re-assured  as  to  this  point  and  told  to  hasten  to 
the  Louvre,  Kosiiy  instantly  complied  with  the  command. 
When  he  reached  tlie  palaee  he  was  admitted  at  once  to  tlie 
royal  bed-chamber,  where  he  found  the  king  in  the  most 
unsophisticated  of  costumes,  striding  up  ajid  down  the  room, 
with  his  bauds  claspetl  together  behind  his  head,  and  witli  an 
expression  of  agony  upon  Ids  face.  Many  courtiers  were 
assembled  there,  stuck  all  of  them  like  images  against  the 
wall,  staring  before  them  in  helpless  perplexity." 

Henry  ruslied  forward  as  Rosuy  entered,  and  wringing  him 
by  the  hand,  exclaimed,  "^Vh,  my  friend,  what  a  misfortune, 
Amiens  is  taken  1 " 

•*  Very  well,"  replied  the  financier,  -with  unperturbed 
visage ;  **  I  have  just  cooipleted  a  plan  which  will  restore  to 
your  Majesty  not  only  Amiens  but  many  other  places." 

The  king  drew  a  great  sigh  of  relief  and  asked  for  his 
project,  liosny,  saying  that  lie  would  instantly  go  and  fetch 
his  papers,  left  the  apartment  for  an  interval,  in  order  to  give 
vent  to  the  horrible  agitation  which  he  had  been  enduring 
and  so  bravely  concealing  ever  since  the  fatal  words  had  been 
S]K)ken.  That  a  city  so  important,  the  key  to  Paris,  without 
a  moment's  warning,  without  tho  semblance  of  a  siege,  should 
»  Sully,  MemoiiBS,  i.  484,  eeqq.  *  Ibid. 
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thus  fall  into  the  liands  of  the  enemy,  waa  a  blow  as  directly 
to  the  heart  of  De  Bethune  as  it  could  have  been  to  any  other 
of  Heury's  adherents.  But  while  they  had  been  distracting 
the  king  by  unavailing  curses  or  wailinge,  Henry,  who  hsA 
received  the  imoUigence  just  as  he  was  getting  into  bed,  hai] 
sent  for  support  and  consolation  to  the  triefl  friend  of  year*, 
and  he  now  reproachfully  contrasted  their  pusillaniimty  with 
Do  Rosny*s  fortitude. 

A  great  plan  for  reorganising  the  finances  of  the  kingdom 
was  tliat  very  niglit  submitted  by  Rosny  t*)  tlie  king,  and  it 
was  wrought  upon  day  by  day  thereafter  until  it  was  carried 
into  efl'ect. 

It  must  be  confessed  that  the  crudities  and  immoralitiM. 
which  the  project  revealed  do  not  inspire  the  political  sludfl 
of  modem  days  with  so  high  a  conception  of  the 
genius  of  the  great  minister  as  his  calm  and  heroic  de 
ment  on  trying  occasions,  whether  on  the  battle-field 
the  coimeil-chaml->er,  does  of  his  natural  authority  over 
fellow-men.  The  scheme  was  devised  to  put  money  in 
king  8  coffers,  wldch  at  that  moment  were  completely  cmptT. 
Its  chief  features  were  to  create  a  great  many  new  ofi" 
the  various  courts  of  justice  and  tribunals  of  administi 
alt  to  be  di8i)Osed  of  by  sale  to  the  highest  bidder  ;  to  •:•.!'  ''■ 
R  considerable  loan  from  the  chief  courtiers  and  from  ti)c 
I'ichest  burghers  iu  the  principal  towns ;  to  compel  all  the 
leading  jieculators — wlmso  name  iu  the  public  service  was 
legion — to  disgorge  a  portion  of  their  ill-gotten  gains,  on 
being  released  from  prosecution ;  and  to  increase  the  tti 
upon  salt."* 

Such  a  project  hardly  seems  a  masterpiece  of  etliics  or 
political  economy,  but  it  was  hailed  with  rapture  by  the 
needy  monarch.  At  once  there  was  wild  excitement  amongvt 
the  jobbers  and  speculators  in  places.  Tlie  creation  uf 
an  indefinit<^  number  of  new  judgesliips  and  magistradt^, 
to  be  disposed  of  at  auction,  was  a  tempting  opportmiitT 
»^ven  in  that  age  of  comiption.  One  of  the  moet  notoriouB 
"*  Sully.  Monioir«^  i.  lih.  Ix.  p.  4I»5,  w^. 
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traders  iu  the  judicial  erniiue,  limping  Kobin  de  Tours  by 
name,  at  once  made  a  private  visit  to  Madame  de  Rosny 
and  offered  seventy-two  thousand  crowns  for  the  exclusive 
right   to    distributo    these    new   offices.      If   this   could   be 
managed    to   his   satisfuction,  he  promised  to  give  her  a 
diamond  worth  two  thousand  cmwns,  and  another,  worth  six 
thousand,  to  her  husband.     The  wilb  of  the  great  minister, 
who  did  not  compreh<*nd  the  whole  amount  of  the   insult, 
presented    Roljin   to   hor   busbnnd.      She    was    enliglitened, 
however,  as  to  the  barefaced  iuirpiity  of  the  offer,  when  she 
heard  De  Betlnine's  indignant  reply,  and  saw  the  jobber  h'inp 
away,  crost-fallon  and  amazed.     That  a  financier  or  a  magis- 
trate should  decline  a  bribe  or  interfere  with  the  private  sale 
of  places,  which  were  after  all  objects  of  mcrchaudise,  was  to 
him  incomprehensible.     Tlie  industrious  Eobin,  accordingly, 
recovering  from  his  discomliture,   went  stmightway  to  the 
chancellor,  and  concliided  the  same  bargain  in  the  council 
chamber  which  had  been  rejected  by  Do  JBetlmne,  with  tho 
slight  diHerence   that   the    distribution   of  the   places   was 
assigned  to  the  speculator  for  soveuly-tive  thousand  instead 
of  seventy-two  thousand  crowns.     It  was  with  great  diihcnUy 
that  De  IJethune^  wlio  went  at  once  to  the  king  with  com- 
plaints  and  insinuations  as  to  the  cleanness  of  the  chanc«.'llor*8 
hands,  was  able  to  cancel  the  operation."     The  day  was  fast 
approaching  when  tlie  universal  impoverishment  of  the  great 
nobles   and    hmdholdei-s— the   result   of  the   long,  hideous, 
senseless   massacres   called    the    wars    of   religion — was  to 
open  the  way  for  the  labouring  classes  to   acquire   a  pro- 
perty in  the  soil.     Thus  thnt  famous  fowl  in  every  pot  was  to 
make  its  appearance,  which  vulgar  tradition  ascrilies  to  the 
bounty  of  a  king  who  hated  everything  like  popular  riglits, 
and  loved  nothing  but  his  own  glory  and  his  own  amusement. 
It  was  not  until  the  days  of  his  grandchihh*en  and  great- 
grandchildren   that   Privilege    could   renew   those   horrible 
outrages  on  the  People,   which   were  to   be  avenged  by  a 
dread   series   of  ware,  massacres,  and   crimes,  compared   to 
"  Sully,  Miiinoirca,  f.  lib.  ix.  p,  4t>n. 
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which  even  the  religious  oonflicta  of  the  sixteesith  cataaj 

Mount imo  De  I>etbune  comforted  his  master  with  thete 
tlimiu'iul  {>liU)8,  find  assured  him  in  the  spirit  of  prophecy  thil 
tho  Kinj?  of  Sjuiin,  now  tott-ering  as  it  was  thought  to  bis 
jH'tt^"*^.  wouUl  siMHx  1)6  glftd  to  make  a  favourable  petMse  with 
Fmnco,  oven  if  lie  felt  obliged  to  restore  not  only  Amiens Int 
•viTV  other  wty  or  stronghold  that  he  had  ever  conquered  n 
that  kingdom.  Time  would  soon  show  whether  this  picdie- 
iiou  worv«  corrtH't  or  delusive  ;  but  while  the  secret  negoliataanf 
U^tweon  llenr)*  and  the  Pope  were  vigorously  proceeding  fur 
that  |)cacfs  with  Spain  which  the  world  in  general  and  tht 
nxnuioQwealth  of  tho  Netherlands  in  particular  thought  to 
be  furtlu'st  from  tho  warlike  king's  wishes,  it  was  necetmrf 
to  s!et  alK>ut  tho  si«*gt«  of  Amiens. 

Henry  tisaembled  a  force  of  A.>me  twelve  or  fifteen  thotuuid 
men  for  that  purjiose,  while  the  cardinal-archduke,  upon  ha 
part,  did  liia  best  to  put  an  army  in  the  field  in  order  to 
ri'liovc  tho  threutonod  city  so  recently  acquired  by  a 
but  suoi*ivsrul  artitice. 

Hut  Albert  was  in  even  a  worse  plight  than  that  in  wB 
liirt  givat  aut^igonist  found  himself.  When  he  had 
ariivtHl  in  the  provinces,  his  exchequer  was  overflowing,  aud 
ho  was  even  Hup)Ktsed  to  devote  a  cousiderable  portion  of  the 
military  funds  to  defmy  the  expenses  of  his  raagniticeBt 
lunisokeeping  at  l^russels.'*  Hut  those  ludcyon  days  wenr 
over.  A  gigantic  fraud*  just  perpetrated  by  Philip,  Uiul 
descended  likt^  a  Jhuiiderlx»lt  upon  the  provinces  and  upaniill 
coiiiaiercial  ICurupe,,  and  hatl  utterly  blasted  the  uiifortuoate 
viceroy,  lu  the  latter  days  of  the  preceding  year  the  kiiig 
had  issued  a  genend  repudiation  of  his  debts. 

He  ilid  it  solemnly,  ti»o,  aud  with  great  religious  unction, 
for  it  was  a  i)ecnliarity  of  this  remarkable  sovereign  tluit  1m 

>'  "  Not!  poMn<^U>  V  itiiiitro  di  qtioi  I  o  nel  anfttentar  la  propria  alli^jg^aT  0^  i 
jiopoli  qunnlo  biHo>]rnorf))lK%  olLrtHvhJ^  chc  naace  pen  clio  si  reegooo  tentta^  ] 
ha  nome  di  non  fiivrn-ir  nioltn  In  nolda-  |  Ifvnimai  e  le  roue  di  qoeUa  ~* 
tesoa  e  di  g<c-ttAT  prun  imrto  Ui  deruiro  nrontlooo  sompro  ppj 
cho  dovereblx!  tv***!  distribuil^  allc  S<iraiizo.  BciUiziauc* 
milixie  in  qaclli  delln  axui  pn>i>rin  cnav     10& 
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f^ns  ever  wont  to  accomplish  his  darkest  crimes,  whether 
murders  or  stratagems,  as  if  they  were  acta  of  virtue.  Perhaps 
he  really  believed  tliem  to  be  such,  for  a  man,  before  whom 
KO  many  millions  of  his  fellow  worms  had  been  writliiug  for 
half  a  century  in  the  dust,  might  well  imagine  himself  a 
deity. 

So  the  king,  on  the  20th  November,  1596,  had  publicly 
revoked  all  the  assigumenfci,  mortgages,  and  other  deeds 
by  which  the  royal  domains,  revenues,  taxes,  and  other 
public  property  had  been  trunsferretl  or  pledged  for  moneys 
already  advanced  to  merchants,  bonkers,  and  other  companies 
or  individuals,  and  formally  took  them  again  into  hia  own 
possession,  on  the  ground  tiiat  his  exertions  in  carrying  on 
this  long  war  to  save  Christianity  from  destruction  had  re- 
duced him  to  beggary,  while  the  money-leudere,  by  charging 
him  exorbitant  interest,  had  all  gi'own  rich  at  his  expense.'* 

*  **  Whereas  it  has  come  to  our 
[  Iranwle^lijfo,"  m  ran   this  fttmnus  pro- 

clauation  of  rcpnduitioa  iu  its  prin- 
I  cijml  )iiLnigmi>ha,  *'  tliat  notwithstand- 
ing all  wliioh  oiir  royal  inc^^nrio*  from 

this  tuoiiaxchy  ond  fmm  without  huvo 
I  yieldoJ ;  together  with  the  aaustanoe 

rendered  to  us  by  hbi  Hohncas  to  main- 
'  lain  the  wnr  BgHindt  the  Englii^h,  nnd 
'  to  protect  the  Ontholic  religion,  aTul 
'  with  the  Bteady  burthens  b<inio  f<  ir  thi^ 

object  by  the  hubjtctrf  and  vasBals  of 
I  crowrn,  mrordiiig  to  their  ancient 
grait  ii<lelity;    nnd  lie^itkvs  the 

___  A  abumifmceof  the  gold  nuil  silver 
rprrjdueed  by  our  Indies ;  likewiae  all 

tlutt  hiM  come  fnnin  tbe  Hum^  furnished 

by  the  fiinuors  of  our  limiuoeb  and 
^  xt'venues.   we  litul    our.--elvesi    now  «> 

wholly  exhiiUhted  and  ruined,  uiid  our 

royal  inherited  estntes  so  diminished, 

ninl  aa   it  wore  reiluced  to  nothing, 

tluit,  ftithnugh  the  forejoo^t  cj»ase  of 

tlib  ruin  i&  the  great  and  incredible 
I  ixpeiiA^  which  we  have  hUatiiined  and 

are  tjtill  enduring  for  the  pmtwtina  <if 

Cliriiftendiim,  of  our  kingdom  and  do- 
'  luaimt;    other    chief   enuses    are    the 

^evoiM  ihimagtw,  di-«"ount»s,  and  in- 
terest which  have  lieen  force*!  upon 
I  tis,  and  whioh  nt  prest:ut  obtain  in 
.  the   flunn<\w,   bills  of  cxchimgc,  and 

othcT  obligiiLion»,   which    have  been 


made  nud  taken  up  in  our  nnme,  since 
we  could  not  eacapo  the  tsatxm  iu  order 
to  be  able  to  provide  for  our  ho  en- 
tirely nece.ssnry  and  pressing  nece«ii- 
ties.  Tburi  all  onr  doniaiux,  t«ixe»,  re- 
veuuta,  aud  iiJl  ordinary  and  extmor- 
dinary  rewuroes  stand,  bnrtheued  «kjid 
covered  with  obligations  in  the  haudu 
of  merchants.  And  what  i»  most  op- 
pre«eive,  our  aflVuia  ore  conje  to  extre- 
mities through  our  having  no  means 
by  which  we  might  belji  ouraelven,  nor 
do  wo  know  of  any  other  resoimtd  tlint 
we  can  make  uae  of.  Aud  now  the 
mud  merchants,  who  hitherto  liuve 
given  on  bills  of  oxchauge  auoh  moniea 
oa  were  necemsy  to  provide  for  tho 
protection  of  our  royal  state  and  to 
cany  on  the  war  which  we  are  waging 
for  tbeae  rigliteous  and  «[)eciid  rcarifvns, 
refuse  to  do  Una  any  longer,  nnd  niidto 
diilieidtiea  in  further  dealing  with  us, 
Bec'ing  that  they  have  in  their  own 
hau<J^  and  puwer  idl  tho  royal  reve- 
nues by  means  of  tbe  sjiid  pledges,  c<>r- 
titirates,  and  tmn»fer«,  and  htreby 
such  embarroii«uenta  ari*  that  if  they 
are  not  provided  against,  it  would  l:io 
enough  to  put  in  bizjird  all  that  which 
God  the  Lord  has  bo  highly comniJiiMbd 
us»  to  perform,  namely,  tho  proir.  liMn 
atid  inainteiiancc  of  tJio  C.ailn»lic 
Clinreh,  of  our  bubjects  aud  vaaaaLi, 
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This  was  perfectly  simple.  There  was  no  attempt  to  dis- 
guise the  viiJaiiy  of  the  transaction.  The  massacre  of  so 
many  millions  of  Protestants,  the  gigantic  but  puerile 
attempts  io  Huhjugate  the  Dutch  republic,  and  to  annex 
France,  England,  and  the  German  empire  to  his  hercnlitary 
dominions,  ha'l  been  attended  with  more  expense  than  rhihp 
had  calculated  ui>on.  The  enormous  wealth  which  a  long 
series  of  marriages,  inheritances,  conquests,  and  maritime  dis- 
coveries had  heaped  upon  8[)ain  had  been  exhaufeied  by  the 
insane  ambition  of  the  king  to  exterminate  heresy  througlioiit 
the  world,  and  to  make  himself  the  sovereign  of  one  uutJi- 
vided,  univei-sal,  catholic  monarchy.  All  the  gold  and  silver 
of  America  had  not  sufficed  for  this  purj>ose,  and  he  had  seen, 
with  an  ever  rising  indignatiou,  those  very  precious  metal* 


and  all  those  who  dwell    under   our 
goveni0ient     .... 

"TiuTcfore  to  put  an  end  to  Bodi 
finnnderitig  »nd  uidinllow»Hl  practices 
■with  billtj ol'pxfbfingc  whicli  ujivelK-en 
introduced  hd<1  htive  aprend  nbrood 
auioug  r»o  many  jx.'f'ple,  wh<»  in  onler 
to  follow  such  pursuits  linve  alinudontxi 
agriculture,  oattk>-niiiiiiig.  «ud  luwhtt- 
uiml  worki4,  aud  (<mltnrked  in  tmde, 
finding  therein  gain  nnd  profit  to  tlte 
dissprnw,  of  th«  I/^inl  («<■»!  and  of  u^, 
with  grestt  injury  to  our  kin'j:*loni.  . 
.  .  .  and  which  hnvo  brought  gresit 
iua»(it»s  of  will  i»nd  »{»ecic9  to  flow  out 
of  India  (i.  e.  Atnerini  i  into  the  king- 
dohiH  and  land.M  of  the  rcljola  ami  foes 
of  ChriHtiaiiity  aud  of  u»,  enabling 
tlifm  to  keep  every  thing  in  coiumo- 
tion,  eo  that  we  are  oumpelk-d  to  in- 
en-ase  our  armftmonts  and  our  forces, 
and  to  incur  more  expcn«;<s.  Wf  have 
now  given  ooniumnd  to  devise  *ionie 
uiains  of  rcatoring  order,  and  of  »o- 
eouijilishing  in  the  best  possible  way 
that  which  we  are  so  highly  and  legally 
bound  to  do,  whereupon  hung  the  pro- 
tection of  Christendom  and  the  jkk'u- 
rity  of  our  realms ;  and  we  have  found 
no  other  remedy  than  to  call  m  and  to 
disburtben  our  royal  iucf)me8,  liberating 
the  same  from  the  unjoHt  damage  put 
ujKin  them  through  thia  financiering 
Hn*l  bills  of  eichaiige,  which  we  have 
Biifferod  and  a«i  continuing  to  Huflcr 
at  theiime  we  made  «ueli  contract^?,  in 


order  to  avoid  still  greater  *fflil«nte» 
meats  that  would  liave  wi^n  tml 
there  been  want  of  proviJun  fur  am 
military  aft'airs.  ....  H4Tin«; 
decide*]  to  cancel  aud  aimiliilali*  til 
the  aforesaid  interc>t>  iind  inipmJlititiN 

we  shall    aft^  r\v  •  '      '  '  '     nfwii 

ways  and   nuiii  .  k 

paid  to  the  nien  I  wlial 

may  teem  to  na  pn)[icrly  due  to  ihna 
in  rcgnitl  to  thcw^  (XinLmct*.  tmn-A'n. 
and  AKsignniente.  ... 
ingly  we  euspend  and  <t' 
peniled  all  audi  awfiL"  -  *' 
us  in  any  manner  v- 
Sept  1, 1 57/i,  and  L>«-.  I  : 
date,  to  the  said  mereliHiiLx  and  tnuiit^ 
whether  of  taJtCH,  gifta,  domains,  rral* 
or  any  other  property  or  revenu*?}  whft^ 
soever,  on  account  of  euch  bilU  of  r%- 
change  or  other  advances.  Ami  w 
order  tlie  monies  coming  from  tarn 
pledged  property  to  bo  lienfWl(«tfc 
paid  into  our  n>yal  trrnaary.  fiir  lh« 
Bupfwrt  of  our  own  ne<cca^lic*,  Ac- 
cbiriug  from  this  djiy  forth  ail  p»»- 
mente  otherwi:fi<  made  to  Ia;  uuU  ■jm 
void. 

"20  JVcxvtttirr,  159C.*' 

Bor.  III.  318, 819.  Hcrrcn.,  iii.Tll,  I 
o^jq.  Compare  Reyd,  301,  a<^i.  He- 
ttren,  3884ty  1 .  1 1  w  a.s  d  tund  tn*\imi} 
after  the  expimtinu  of  n  ytmr  torr^loe 
these  orders,  as  theutrual  MintcqoeoM* 
of  repudiation  followc^i 
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which,  in  his  ignorance  of  the  laws  of  trade,  he  considerecl 
his  exclusive  property  flowing  speedily  into  the  coffers  of  the 
Merchants  of  Europe,  especially  thoae  of  the  hated  common- 
wealth of  the  rebelh'oiis  Netherlands. 

Therefore  he  solemnly  renounced  aU  his  contracts,  and 
took  God  to  witness  that  it  was  to  serve  His  Divine  will,'* 
How  else  could  he  hope  to  continue  his  massacre  of  the 
Protestiints  ? 

The  effect  of  the  promnlgation  of  this  measure  was  instan- 
taneous. Two  millions  and  a  half  of  bills  of  exchange  sold  by 
the  Cardinal  Albert  came  back  in  one  day  protested.  Tho 
chief  merchants  and  bankers  of  Europe  suspended  payment. 
Their  creditors  became  bankrupt.  At  the  Fraidifort  fair 
there  were  more  failures  in  one  day  than  there  had  ever 
been  in  all  the  years  since  Frankfort  existed.'*  In  Genoa 
alone  a  million  dollars  of  interest  were  confiscated.^'  It  was 
no  better  in  Antwerp ;  but  Antwerp  was  already  ruined. 
There  was  a  general  howl  of  indignation  and  despair  upon 
every  exchange,  in  every  counting-room,  in  every  palace 
in  every  cottage  of  Christendom.  Such  a  ti-emendoiis  repudia- 
tion of  national  debts  was  never  heard  of  before.  There  had 
been  del)asemen(s  of  the  currency,  petty  frauds  by  kings  upon 
their  unfortunate  peoples,  but  such  a  crime  as  tbis  hud  never 
been  conceived  by  human  heart  before. 

The  arehduke  was  fain  to  pawn  his  jewelry,  his  plate,  his 
furniture,  to  8upj>ort  the  daily  expenses  of  his  household. 
Meantime  he  was  to  set  an  army  in  the  field  to  relieve  a  city, 
beleaguered  by  the  most  warlike  uionarch  in  Christendom. 
Fortunately  for  him,  that  priuce  was  in  very  similar  straits, 
for  the  pressure  upon  the  public  swindlers  and  the  auction 
sales  of  judicial  ermine  througliout  his  kingdom  were  not  as 
rapidly  productive  as  had  been  hoped. 

It  was  precisely  at  this  moment,  too,  that  an  incident  of 
another   nature   occurr«}d   in  Antwerp,  which  did   not  tend 

rmake   the   lMdi(?vei's   in   the   possibility   of  religious   or 


Bor,  Herrera,  uhi  trup. 


Ili»r,  Kcyd,  ubi  tup. 
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servant  to  the  civil  authority,  and  clftimed  her  condemnation 
and  execntion  under  the  eihcts  of  1540,  decrees  which  every- 
one had  supposed  aa  obsolete  as  the  statutes  of  Draco,  which 
they  liad  so  entirely  put  to  sliame. 

The  sentence  having  been  obtained  from  the  docile  and 
priest-ridden  magistrates,  Anna  van  den  Hove  was  brought  to 
Brussels  and  informed  that  she  was  at  once  to  be  buried 
alive.  At  the  same  time,  the  Jesuits  told  her  that  by  con- 
verting herself  to  the  Church  she  might  escape  punishment.'^ 

When  King  Henry  TV.  was  summoned  to  renounce 
that  same  Huguenot  faith,  of  which  he  was  the  political 
emboiliment  and  the  military  champion,  the  candid  man 
answered  by  the  simple  demand  to  be  instructed.  When  the 
proper  moment  came,  tho  instruction  was  accompli.^ihed  by  an 
archbishop  with  the  rapidity  of  magic.  Half  an  hour  undid 
the  work  of  half  a  life-time.  Thus  expeditiously  could 
religious  conversion  be  effected  when  an  eartldy  crown  was 
its  guerdon.  The  poor  serving-maid  was  less  open  to  con- 
viction. In  her  simple  fanaticism  she  too  talked  of  a  ci*own, 
and  saw  it  descending  from  Heaven  on  her  ptDor  forlorn  head 
aa  the  rewanl,  not  of  apostasy,  but  of  steadfastness.  She 
asked  her  tormentors  how  they  could  expect  her  to  abandon 
her  religion  for  fear  of  death.  She  had  read  her  Bible  every 
day,  she  said,  and  had  found  nothing  there  of  the  pope 
or  purgatory,  masses,  invocation  of  saints,  op  the  absolution 
of  sins  except  through  the  blood  of  the  blessed  Redeemer. 
She  interfered  with  no  one  who  thought  differently;  she 
quarrelled  with  no  one's  religious  belief.  She  had  prayed  for 
enlightenment  from  Him,  if  she  were  in  error,  and  tho  result 
was  that  she  felt  strengthened  in  her  simplicity,  and  resolved 
to  do  nothing  against  her  conscience.  Rather  than  add  this 
sin  to  the  manifold  ones  committed  by  her,  she  preferred,  she 
said,  to  die  the  death.  So  Anna  van  den  Hovo  was  led,  one 
fine  midsummer  morning,  to  the  hay-fiild  outside  of  Brussels, 
between  two  Jesuits,  followed  by  a  number  of  a  peculiar  kind 
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re  slilc  ti.Lr*i  jj«?-lrfx2«6xs.    Those  holy  men  goaded  her 
nr  sit^  v^=>x:l  v-~-^g  'iist  ik^x  ^  «ias  the  devfl's  carrion,  and 
fmlinxr   ro.  itur  «:•  T?^em.  at  the  last  moment,  and  thus  saye 
ii=r  'zd-r  LZii  -iaii^e  t«£st:aI  damnation  beside.    Bnt  the  poor 
mfd.  iiki  in  -Sft^  ix  i^ea.  aaod  rried  oat  that,  like  Stephen, 
air  srr  Titr  iiaaxr^xf  c^eoinz.  and  the  angels  stooping  down 
i:    r.nifrorc  if?  a?  a-»aT  &wn  the  power  of  the  evil  on& 
"Sito.  "LiffT  2»airr  Tc-  li/r  Itar-Seld  they  found  the  pit  abready 
ziiZ-  uii  ^iiT-  3&ui-'»3Taiit  v«$  oidered  to  descend  into  it 
Tii*  TX*eT3aci*?  tia  ccTrfed  her  with  earth  up  to  the  waist, 
idi£  a  ^iiic  gTTTTKBg  w«s  made  to  her  to  renounce  her  erroi& 
Szftr  rfiisr-L  uii  iben  tbe  earth  was  piled  npon  her,  and  the 
iaciirxttLx  istfvit:  ^-<i  the  giare  till  it  was  flattened  and 

'.>:'  1^  i2(r  r^rlisiiQs  mnnkrs  done  in  that  hideoos  sixteenth 
!f?LTrrr  a.  ti*  XftiiexUzfetk.  the  burial  of  the  Antwerp  serrant- 
n-W'i  vfcj  'Jitr  lasS  aztd  the  woisL  The  worst,  because  it  WM 
a  rr-ij.'ul  hzti  •ielTtvrate  attempt  to  reTiye  the  demon  whose 
I2.irsc  5:r  c^x-«i  bad  been  at  last  allayed,  and  who  had  sank 
ir- :  rrr*36»f.  Ai>i  it  was  a  spasmodic  revival  only,  for,  in  the 
rr  —  i.-^s  i:  Irai?:.  tiiit  demon  had  finished  bis  work. 

>:il .    I.  :1t  r  .isier::  Ivriers  of  what  was  called  civilization, 

r-ri:  i.- :  «.  lr->:lin  wvre  contending  for  the  mastery.    The 

jTri.:  :t::I-    :  K.  vrsd  had  dtxided  nothing,  and  the  crescent 

>:  .1  f'_.i.-    :vrr  the  fortified  and  most  important  Hungarian 

>-r.  rj".  !i  ::"  KAab.  within  arm's  length  of  Vienna.    How 

r.-.:   i.v  r^:,:.:  tlji  fatal  and  menacing  emblem  fill  its  horns, 

sL    :. :  ::     n.v-    t.e   j-knted   on   the  walls  of  the   Imperial 

c^.:  ::a.  !     It  was  not   wonderful  that   a   sincere   impatience 

sh  "li  t«e  folt  by  all  the  frontier  States  for  the  termination 

or" :'..-:  i:i>T:rn:Vti.>n  oi  the  Netherlands.   Would  that  rebellious 

;»:: :  h-!Mi.v»l  rv-puMio  only  consent  to  go  out  of  existence, 

;^-ii:i  K'W  ir>  stubK^rn  knee  to  Philip  and  the  Pope,  what 

a  mii^-.id.vnt  campaign  might  be  made  against  Mahomet! 

The  King  of  S|>ain  was  the  only  potentate  at  all  comparable 

"  Bor,  Metenen,  ubi  mp. 
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in  power  to  tliu  grand  Turk,  The  Kinu  of  Franco,  most 
i  warliko  of  men,  desired  iKitkiug  totter,  as  he  avowed,  tliau  to 
lead  his  brave  iioWea  into  Hungary  to  sinite  tbe  unbelievei"s. 
Even  Priupo  ^[aurice,  it  was  foudly  hoped,  ini»rht  bo  induced 
to  accept  a  high  comniaiKl  in  the  united  armies  of  Christendom, 
and  seek  for  glory  by  campaigning,  in  aUiiiiice  with  Philip, 
Rudolph,  and  Henry,  against  the  Ottoman,  rather  than 
against  his  natural  sovereign.  Sueli  were  the  sagacity,  the 
insight^  the  power  of  forecasting  tlie  future  posseaaed  in  those 
days  I)y  moiiarchs,  statesmen,  and  di])lorau{ist«  who  were 
imagining  that  they  held  the  world's  destiny  in  their  hands. 

There  was  this  snmraer  a  solemn  embassy  from  the 
«*iuperor  to  the  States-General  [froposing  mediation  refer- 
ring in  the  usual  conventional  piiraseology  to  the  right  of 
kings  to  command,  and  to  the  duty  of  the  jjeople  to  submit, 
anrl  urging  the  gentle-mi ndedness  and  readiness  to  foi^ive 
which  characteriscil  the  sovereign  of  the  Netherlands  and  of 
Spain. 

And  the  statesmen  of  the  republic'  had  answered  as  they 
always  did,  showing  with  courteous  language,  irresistible 
logic,  and  at  unmerciful  length,  that  there  never  had  been 
kings  in  the  Netherlands  at  all,  and  that  tlie  gentle-minded- 
nesa  of  Philip  had  been  exhibited  in  the  massticre  of  a 
^unilred  thousjind  Netherlanders  in  various  sieges  and  battles, 
'and  in  the  murder,  under  the  Duke  of  Alva  alone,  of  twenty 
tliousf«i<l  hnman  beings  by  the  hangman.*' 

They  liked  not  such  divine  right  nor  such  geutle-niinded- 
ness.  They  recognised  no  duty  on  their  part  to  consent  to 
such  a  system.  Even  the  friendly  King  of  Denmark  sent  a 
legation  for  a  similar  purpuse,  which  was  respectfully  but 
rery  decidedly  allowed  to  return  as  it  came;*^  but  the  most 
persistent  in  schemes  of  interference  for  the  pur|M>se  of 
lotting  an  end  to  the  ciTnsion  of  blood  in  the  Netherlands 
mund  of  Poland.  Tliis  monarch,  who  occupied  two 
'ery    incompatible    positions,    being    sovereign   at  once  of 
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§:>  Prt<«CaBt  Sweden  and  of  orthodox  Poland,  and 
wsa-  w^.  innr**:T?T.  9n>-iD-iaw  of  Arebdnke  Charles  of  Styria 
— 9iog»  oCKfT  dflBs^rier  vsg  soon  to  be   espoused  by  the 
PriK^  cf  Spais — w  penDBaDr  and  geographically  interested 
ix  ^^aBrsKz&r  T^ilip  &cm  the  ineonTenience  of  his  Netberland 
1CK-.    •I^'T  ^::3«  /v«M  be  hope  to  bring  the  Spani^  power 
n-  -a^  Tsapor  'li  Oirvtendoin  against  the  Turk.    Troubles 
flBLiQTi.  wsK  TL  «»cr»  *?r  Sgismimd  in  his  hereditary  northern 
f<aft^ix&  laii  h^  was  vy  kam  that  his  intermarriage  with  the 
C7RC  Cttbc^  a»i  Imperial  boose  did  not  enable  him  i> 
motru*    ya   PrccestaDiian  in   those    hardy    ScandioaTiao 
Msd  Fnusei  resiHBs  «ha«  it  had  taken  secnre  root    Mean- 
lamf  ii*  Sf9c«ttfi>cd.  in  solemn  misBion  to  the  republic  and 
«:  "^  iHTEOr  <)«ei».  a  dipkmatist  whose  name  and  whose 
tT&scra.'sI  -eSsrss  bane  by  a  eapfice  of  history  been  allowed  to 
€oirc*  ivT'  c^r  tiaes. 

PaiI  r^ifclyi  w»5  solemnly  received  at  the  Hagae  on 
i:  .-£-.      rlsS  JzW.^    A  pragmatical  fop,  attiied  in  a 

--^*-        st«Ei£f«flit  Poli^  robe,  coTeied  with  diamonds  i 

ctbfj-  S?ww-j?w  be  w^as  jet  lecognised  by  some  of  those  ] 

j£>  ^iT-ji^  'er^  5»rVrriI  v^ATS  before  a  student  at  Leyden  under 

a  iiTfrr--:  ^.inr.  a:>i  with  far  less  gorgeous  surroundings. 

Hr    :•:£    -7    LS?   r*-i?:t::n   in  the   council-chamber,  in  the 

irrA-r'.-f     :*  :1.^  5:*ih:".der  and  the  leading  members  of  the^ 

Sci.:c»!i--\^^~rr::^  aixl   pr»:.Donnced   a  long  Latin  oration,  m 

:>'t  —  >- — ---  a?  r:  w:as  said,  of  a  monk  deliyering  a  sermon 

fr.r^  :>.r  tt.!:::.     He  kept  his  eyes  steadily  fixed  on  the 

>il:rc-    r.fvfr   once    kx^king   at    the    men   whom  he  was 

.vi-S-^irc.  Ai^i  speaking  in  a  loud,  nasal,  dictatorial  tone, 

r!>::  a:  al!  airrvesible  to  the  audience.    He  dwelt  in  terms  of 

t  irrrsTA^i::!  ea!.,xrr  on  the  benignity  and  gentleness  of  the 

K::-j    *'  Sr«*in — inalities  in  which  he  asserted  that  no  prince 

or.    t'cirth  vvuld  V^  compared  to  him — and  he  said  this  to 

tho  vory  ia.v  of  ^faurice  of  Nassau.     That  the  benignant 

Ai:d  p:^r.tJe   king  had  caused  the  stadholder's  father  to  [be 
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sinated,  and  tliat  lie  had  rewarded  the  murderer's  family 

a  patent  of  Dohjlity,  and  with  an  ample  revenue  taken 

from  the  murderpd  man's  property,  appeared  of  no  account 

to   the   envoy  in  the  full  sweep  of  his   ihetorie.     Yet  the 

I  lemioiscence  caused  a  shudder  of  disgust  in  all  who  heard 


le  then. stated  the  wish  of  Ids  master  the  Polish  king  to 

f  that,  iu  consideration  of  the  present  state  of  Europe  in 

.  to  the  Turk,  the  provinces  might  reconcile  themselves 

'their  natural  master,  who  was  the  most  jiowerful  monarch 

^n  Christendom,  and  the  imly  one  ahle  to  make  head  against 

^B  common  foe.     They  were  solemnly  warned  of  the  euor- 

^ftus  power  and  resources  of  the  great  king,  \vith  whom  it 

^■8  hoi>eless  for  them  to  protract  a  struggle  sure  to  end  at 

lost  iu  their  uttermost  destruction.     It  was  for  kings  to  issue 

commands,  he  said,  and  for  the  people  to  ol>ey;  but  Thdip 

m^  full  of  sweetness,  and  would  accord  thera  full  forgiveness 

^K  their  manifold  sins  agaiust  him.     The  wish  to  come  to 

^■b  rescue  of  Christendom,  in  this  extreme  peril  from  the 

^Hu'k,  was  with  him  paramoimt  to  all  other  considerations.** 

^PSuch,  iu  hrief,  was  the  substance  of  the  long  Latin  harangue 

by  which  it   was  thought  possible  to   induce  those  sturdy 

republicans  and  Calvinists  to  renounce  their  vigorous  national 

existence  and  to  fall  on  their  knees  before  the  most  Catholic 

^BUg.     This  was  understood  to  be  mediation,  statesmanship, 

^^lomaoy,  in   deference   to  which   the  world  was  to  pause 

and  the  course  of  events  to  flow  backwards.     Truly,  desjxjts 

and  their  lackeys  were  destined  to  learn  some  rude  lessons 

km  that  vigorous  little  commonwealth  in  the  North  Sea, 
ore  it  should  have  accomplished  its  mission  on  earth. 
The  States-General  dissembled  their  disgust,  however,  for 

twas  not  desirable  to  make  open  enemies  of  Sigismund  or 
idolph.     They  refused  to  accept  a  copy  of  the  oration,  but 
ey  promised  to  send   him   a  categorical  answer  to  it  in 
wilting.     Meantime  the  envoy  had  the  honour  of  walking 
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about  the  castle  with  the  gtadholder^  and,  in  the  course  of 
their  promenade,  Maurice  pointed  to  the  thirty-eight  standanh 
taken    at   ihe   battle   of   Turnhoiit,   which   hung  from  t)»0J 
cedani  nifters  of  the  ancient  banquetting  hall.'*    The  mutei 
eloquence  of  those  tattered   banners  seemed  a  not  illogiad  ] 
reply  to  the  diplomatic  rauFs  rhetoric  in  regard  to  the  hope- 
lessness of  a  contest  with  SpauLsh  armies. 

Next,  Van  der  Werken — pensionary  of  Leyden,  sod 
23  July,  classical  scliolar — waited  upon  the  euToy  with  a  Latin  ^ 
1597.  reply  to  hia  harangue,  together  with  a  courteootj 
letter  for  Sigismund.  Both  documents  were  scathing  dena 
ciatioiis  of  the  policy  pui*9ued  by  the  King  of  S|iaia  and  bf  1 
all  his  aiders  and  abettoi*s,  and  a  distinct  but  polished 
to  listen  to  a  single  word  in  favour  of  mediation  or  of  {)Cftce 

Paul  Dialyn  then  received  a  courteous  permission  to  leaTsl 
the  territory  of  the  republic,  and  was  subsequently  forwarded j 
in  a  States'  vessel  of  war  to  En^rland. 

His  reception,  about  a  month  later,  by  Queen  Elizabeth  isl 
an  event  on  which  all  English  historians  are  fond  of  dwelling.  ] 
The  pedant,  on  being  presented  to  that  imperious  and  a<?c«im- 1 
plisbed  sovereign,  deported  himself  with  the  same  ludiorooij 
arrogance  which  had  characterised  him  at  the  Hague.    Hii  1 
Latin  oration,  which  had  been  duly  drawn  up  for  him  by  tlrt 
Chancellor  of    Sweden,  was    quite  as  impertinent  as  to 
harangue  to  the  States-General  had  been,  and  was  delivenil 
with  the  same  conceited  air.     The  queen   replied  on  tk 
instant  in  the  same  tongue.     She  was  somewhat  in  a  paadoo, 
but  spoke  with  majestic  moderation.**  J 

"  Oh,  how  I  have  been  deceive<l  1 "  she  exclaimed.  *'  I  ^ 
expected  an  ambassador,  and  behold  a  herald  !  In  all  my  Wo 
I  never  liciird  of  such  an  oration.  Your  boldness  and  tttuid' 
vised  temerity  I  cannot  sufficiently  admire.  But  if  ll« 
king  your  master  lins  given  you  any  such  thing  in  ctiai^ 
— which  T  much  doubt — I  believe  it  is  because,  being 
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:>iiDg  man,  and  lately  advancod  to  the  crown,  not  hy  ordi- 
succession  of  blood,  but  l>y  election,  ha  understandeth 
not  yet  the  way  of  such  affaii-s."  Aiid  so  on  for  several 
minutes  lL»n<^r. 

Never  did  envoy  receive  such  a  setting  down  from  sove- 
Bign. 
"  God's  death,  ray  lords !  "  said  the  queen  to  her  ministers, 
she  concluded,  "  I  have  been  enforced  this  day  to  scour  up 
ay  old  Latin  that  hatii  lain  long  in  rustinp^."  *' 
Tills  combination  of  ready  wit,  liigh  sjiirit,  and  good  Latin, 
justly  excited  the  enthusiasm  of  the  queeu^s  subjects,  and 
endeared  her  still  more  to  every  English  heart.  It  may,  how- 
Bver,  be  doubted  whether  the  famous  reply  was  in  reality  so 
Sntirely  extemporaneous  as  it  has  usually  been  considered. 
Phe  States-General  had  lost  no  time  in  forwarding  to  Eug- 
and  a  minute  account  of  the  proceedings  of  Paul  Dialyn  at 
;he  Hague,  togethor  with  a  sketch  of  his  harangue  and  of 
he  reply  on  behalf  of  the  States.**  ller  Majesty  and  her 
msellors  therefore,  knowing  that  the  same  envoy  was  on 
bia  way  to  Euglnnd  with  a  similar  errand,  uiay  be  sup(K)sed 
have  had  leisure  to  prepare  the  famous  impromptu.  More- 
over, it  is  dillieult  to  imderstand,  on  the  presumption  that 
Ihese  classic  utti-rances  were  purely  extemfioraneous,  how 
ley  have  kept  their  place  in  tdl  chronicles  and  histories  from 
it  day  to  the  present,  without  change  of  a  word  in  the 
BXt.  Surely  there  was  no  st<*nographer  present  to  t^ke  down 
he  queen's  words  as  they  fell  from  her  lips. 

The  military  events  of  the  year  did  not  testify  to  a  much 

lore  successftil  activity  on  the  part  of  the  new  league  in  the 

ield  than  it  had  displayed  in  the  sphere  of  diplomiicy.     In 

rain  did  the   envoy  of  the  republic  urge  Henry  and   his 

icouiusellors  to  follow  up  the  crushing  blow  dealt  to  the  car- 

ilinal  at  Turnhout  by  vigorous  operations  in  conjunction  witJi 

lie  States'  forces  in  Artois  and  Hainault."*     I'^or  Amiens  had 
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i.-r  itfHL  lixa.  izii  i:  was  now  necessary  for  the  king 
"ij  ^n^iiZ^  *^  -i-a  ^.tfTST  *zti  *I1  Lis  resoorces  to  recoTer  that 
jic.  ruzr  ^rrr.  S:  tt^'t.  d^sft^e  to  the  cause  of  the  re 
jfuicjii  iSii  :c  -iziz  Zrr^  jfskcnr  h*i  the  little  yellow  Spanish 
ag^iiiL  ii±i:Cri  i:.  Ai  z«:«r,  with  hk  hags  of  chestnuts  and 
▼!■"•■  ~:~'.  I'-iJr  Src-T  :c'  H-^.W.^  I^aied  nearly  six  months,  and 
Wi:s  "z^tT  T  ;^  -ir^Tfii  •:£  lb?  campaign,  so  far  as  Henry  was 
r:ni?i===ri  Zz  i?  rrift — a$  the  reader  has  already  seen,  and  as 
viL  s...:c.  ":n  zii.rr  !£r*:iy  drTclofied — that  Henry's  heart  had 
t»=eL  ±r=*i  3L  !♦=*«;.  n»:«a  the  moment  that  he  consented  in 
ajLTi^iT^tTi  -wtii.  i2«r  T^pahiic  to  declare  war,  and  that  he 
ifci  5is=-«'i  iziZ'  se^rK  and  separate  negotiations  for  that 
TOr:«:eir  ^i:z-  lie  a^e^its  of  Philip  so  soon  as  he  had  bound 
irns>rZz'  :y  ^rvfc:::  corenant  with  Elizabeth  to  have  no 
irf^:rr.Lri:;::s  w^jfierer  with  him  except  with  her  full  know* 

Tzj=  aecr  cc  AziSess.  h-^wever,  was  considered  a  military 
2ai6s:TrTir*>r-  ar^i  is  whole  progress  showed  the  rerolution 
w^.^  lie  sSairoiier  of  Holland  had  already  effected  in 
E-i:-:^«r-Ai:  -w-irfirr.     Henry  IT.  beleaguered  Amiens  as  if  he 
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::r:?e,  and  Ci^ntemporaries  were  enthusi- 
ir--  T^r  ::.r  >/:t->r.  the  patience,  the  inTentive  ingenuity 
■»l::i  wrr-  &:  lijt  cn.'wned  with  success.  Ttie  heroic 
Hen-jji  Tell:-  dr  P-  no  Carrero  was  killed  in  a  sortie  during 
ihr  irir-:^  o!  iLr  j-l^oe  which  he  lu\d  so  gallantly  won, 
:->.t.-.  :\-d  ^*hei:  the  city  was  surrendered  to  the  king 
•J.  :L-  1,'ih  of  September  it  was  stipulated  in 
the  fr^t  arti.-I^  •  f  the  capitulation  that  the  tomb,  epitaph, 
and  tr..p!Je>,  by  which  his  memory  was  honoured  in  the 
prm::p;\l  church,  should  nut  be  disturbed,  and  thiit  his  body 
mig\t  l-o  remc'vei  whenever  and  whither  it  seemed  good  to 
his  S':'V.'rei;zn.  In  vain  the  cardinal  had  taken  the  fit-M 
with  ai:  army  ct  t-i^hteen  thousand  foot  and  fifteen  hundreil 
ligiit  cavalry.  The  king  had  learned  so  well  to  entrench 
himself  and  to  nioilerate  his  ardour  for  inopportune  pitched 
battles,  tliat  the  relieving  force  could  find  no  occivsion  to  effect 
its  purpose.    The  archduke  retired.    He  came  to  Amiens  like 
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oldier,  said  Henry,  but  lie  went  back  like  a  priest.  More- 
he  was  obliged  to  reiioimce,  besides  the  city,  a  most 
iptiug  prize  wliich  he  tJiought  that  ho  bad  secured  within 
the  city.  Alexander  Farm.^so,  in  liis  hist  Freneh  campaign, 
had  procured  and  sent  to  his  uncle  tlie  foot  of  8t  Philip  and 
the  head  of  St.  Lawrence;  but  what  was  Albert's  delight 
when  he  learned  that  in  Amiens  catherlral  there  was  a 
Kge  piece  of  the  head  of  John  the  Baptist !  "  There  will 
oe  a  great  scanJal  about  it  in  this  kingdom,"  he  WTote  to 
Pluli[),  *•  if  I  undertake  to  transport  it  out  of  the  country, 
Ht  I  will  try  to  contrive  it  as  your  Majesty  desires."  ** 

But  the  military  events  of  the  year  prevented  the  cardinal 
om  gratifying  the  king  in  regard  to  these  choice  curi- 
ities, 

I  After  the  rcdyctiun  of  the  city  Henry  went  a  considerable 
stance  with  his  army  towards  the  frontier  of  Flanders,  in 
order  to  return,  as  lie  said,  his  cousin's  visit.'"''  But  the 
iry  of  Amiens  had  placed  too  winning  a  card  in  the 
;  game  which  he  was  then  playing  U^  allow  him  to  push 
nominal  adversary  to  extremities. 
^The  resnlt,  suspected  very  early  in  the  year  by  the  states- 
en  of  the  republic,  was  already  veiy  plainly  foreshadowing 
elf  as  the  winter  advance<L 
Kor  had  the  otlier  two  members  of  the  league  effected 
much  in  the  field.  Again  an  expedition  had  been  titted  forth 
under  Essex  against  the  S])anish  coast  to  return  the  cmnpb- 
ment  which  Philip  had  intended  with  the  unlucky  armada 
under  Santa  Gadea ;  and  again  Sir  Francis  Vere,  with  two 
^ousand  veterans  from  the  Netherlands,  and  the  Dutch 
■mirals,  with  ten  ships  of  war  and  a  large  number  of  tenders 
'and  transports,  had  faithfully  taken  part  in  the  adventure. 


Albert  to  Philip,  li  Marcb,  1597. 
to  same,  16  Aug.  15y7.    f  An.'h. 

1 1^  ciMa  ciertA  quo  eeH  en  Auiiena 
parte  lie  lu  cabew  do  San  Juun 
iiita.    Aim  [jCKlriA  ouunr  en  squel 
^  DO  Hlgtin  iw^iiikIaIo  el  tratar  de  mi 
traslikcioD  {tem  procumre  que  se  giiie 


coino  urn*  mnvengn  ronfonne  a  lo  que 
v.  Mag*',  m*<  nuinijfl  "  &c.  &o. 

>*  For  Uio  sk'«e  of  Amiens,  aco  De 
Thou.riii.  luy-12G.  Metertn,39l!.  Ben- 
livoglio,  i^S.eeqq.  C»irntro, -107, /»«•<;«/., 
and  twrteciaUvColriiua,  238-271.  Alliurt 
to  Philip,  'So  Stpt.  laLr7.  (iVi-cU,  de 
SimimoM  MS.1 
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The  fleet  was  tempest-tossed  for  ten  days,  during  which 
reached  the  threatened  coast  and  was  blown  off  again.  ] 
returned  at  last  into  the  English  ports,  having  accomplishe 
nothing,  and  having  expended  superfluously  a  considerabl 
amount  of  money  and  troubla  Essex,  with  a  few  of  th 
vessels,  subsequently  made  a  cruise  towards  the  Azores,  bm 
beyond  the  capture  of  a  Spanish  merchantman  or  two,  gaine 
no  glory  and  inflicted  no  damage." 

Nothing  could  be  feebler  than  the  military  operations  < 
the  three  confederated  powers  ever  since  they  had  so  solemn! 
confederated  themselves. 

Sick  at  heart  with  the  political  intrigues  of  his  allic 
which  had  brought  a  paralysis  upon  his  arms  which  tl 
blows  of  the  enemy  could  hardly  have  effected,  Maurice  ta 
the  field  in  August  for  an  autumnal  campaign  on  the  easte: 
frontier  of  the  republic.  Foiled  in  his  efforts  for  a  combine 
attack  by  the  whole  force  of  the  league  upon  Philip's  pow 
in  the  west,  he  thought  it  at  least  expedient  to  liberate  i 
Rhine,  to  secure  the  important  provinces  of  Zutphen,  Geld< 
land,  and  Overyssel  from  attack,  and  to  provide  against  t 
dangerous  intrigues  and  concealed  warfare  carried  on  by  Sp 
in  the  territories  of  the  mad  Duke  of  Juliers,  Cleves  a 
Berg.  For  the  seeds  of  the  Thirty  Years'  War  of  Gonna 
were  already  sown  broadcast  in  those  fatal  duchies,  and 
was  the  determination  of  the  agents  of  Spain  to  acquire  t 
mastery  of  that  most  eligible  military  position,  that  excellt 
sedes  belli,  whenever  Protestantism  was  to  be  assailed 
Enjrlivnd,  the  Xotherlands,  or  Genuany. 

Meantime  the  Hispaniolated  counsellors  of  Duke  John  li 
strangled — as  it  was  strongly  suspected — his  duchess,  w 
having  gone  to  bed  in  perfect  health  one  evening  was  fou 
dead  in  her  bed  next  morning,  with  an  ugly  mark  on  1 
throat ;  ^^  and  it  was  now  the  purpose  of  these  statesmen 
find  a  new  bride  for  their  insane  sovereign  in  tlie  ever  rea 
and  ever  orthodox  house  of  Lorraine.'^    And  the  Protest* 

»  Bor,  IV.  335-337.    Cnmden,  529-535.  ^3  Rcyd,  319.  »*  Ibid 
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brothere-in-law  and  nephews  and  nieces  were  making  every 
possible  eombiuatioii  in  order  to  check  such  dark  designs, 
and  to  save  these  important  territories  from  the  ubiquitous 
poweT  of  Spain. 

The  stadholder  had  also  family  troubles  at  this  period. 
Ilis  sister  Emilia  had  conceived  a  desjterate  passion  for  Don 
Emmanuel,  the  pauper  son  of  the  forlorn  pretender  to 
Portugal,  Don  Antonio,  who  had  at  last  departed  this  life. 
Maurice  was  indignant  that  a  Catholic,  an  outcast,  and,  as 
it  was  supposed,  a  bastard,  should  dare  to  mate  with  the 
daughter  of  William  of  Orange-Nassau;  and  there  were 
many  scenes  of  tenderness,  reproaches,  recriminations,  and 
hi/sterica  passio,  in  which  not  only  the  lovers,  the  stad- 
liolder  and  his  family,  but  also  the  high  and  mighty  States- 
General,  were  oblige<l  to  enact  their  parts.  The  chronicles 
are  filled  with  the  incidents,  which,  however,  never  turned  to 
tragedy,  nor   even  to  romance,  but  ended,  without  a  cata- 

■  strophe,  in  a  rather  insipid  marriage.  I'he  Princess  Emilia 
remained  true  both  to  her  religion  and  her  husband  during  a 
somewhat  ubscurc  wedded  life,  and  after  her  death  Don 
Emmauuel  found  means  to  reconcile  himself  with  the  King 
of  Spain  and  to  e8|K)Use,  in  second  nuptials,  a  Spanish  lady/** 

On  the  Ith  of  August,  Maurice  arrived  at  Arnhem  with  a 
force  of  seven  thousimd  foot  and  twelve  hundred      4  Aog. 

'  horse.     ILthenlo  was  with  him,  and  William  Lewis,       '^•'''* 
and  there  was  yet  another  of  the  illustrious  house  of  Nassau 

i  in  the  camp,  Frederick  Henry,  a  boy  in  his  thirteenth  year, 
the  youngest  born  of  William  the  Silent,  the  grandson  of 
Admiral  de  Coligny,  now  about,  in  tlik  his  lirst  campaign,  to 
take  the  first  step  in  a  long  and  noble  career.*' 

Having  reduced  the  town  and  castle  of  Alphen,  the  stad- 
holder came  belbre  lUieinberg,  which  he  very  expeditiously 
invested.      During   a   preliminary  skirmish  William    Lewis 

I  received  a  wound  in  the  leg,  while  during  the  briel  siego 


»  Bat,  IV.  322-324.    Van  dcr  Kemp,  iL  30-40,  182-li»4. 
••  Van  der  Kemp,  iL  81,  32. 
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were  taken,  and  on  the  28tli  the  little  army  came  before 
Lingen.  This  important  city  surrendered  after  a  fortuigbt's 
Bieg(\ 

Thus  closed  a  sagacious,  business-like,  three-months'  cam- 
paign, iu  the  course  of  which  the  stadhoUior,  although  witli 
slender  force,  had  by  means  of  his  excellent  organization 
id  his  profound  practical  science,  achieved  very  considerable 
results.     He  had  taken  nine  strongly-fortified  cities  and  five 
itles,  opened  the  navigation  of  the  llhine,  and  strengthened 
le  whole  eastern  buhvarks  of  the  republic.^    He  was  censured 
by  the  suix^rficial  critics  of  the  old  school  for  his  humanity 
towards  the  conquered  garrisons.     At  least  it  was  thought 
quite  superlluous  to  let  these  Spanish  soldiers  go  scot  free. 
Five  thousand  veterans  had  thus  been  liberated  to  swell  the 
ranks  of  the  cardinal's  army,  but  the  result  soon  [)r<)ved  the 
|X)licy  of  Maurice  to  be,  in  many  ways,  wholesome.    The  great 
repudiation  by  Philip,  and  the   consequent   bankruptcy   of 
Albert,  converted   large   numbers   of  the  royal  troops  into 

k^ntineers,  and  these  garrisons  from  the  eastern  frontier  were 

P^ad  to  join  in  the  game. 

I        After  the  successful  siege  of  Hulst  iu  the  previous  year 

[  the  cardinal  had  reduce^d  the  formidable  mutiny  which  had 
organized  itself  at  Tirleraont  and  Chapel  le  in  the  days  of  his 
luckless  predecessor.  Those  rebels  had  been  paid  off  and  had 
mainly  returned  to  Italy  and  other  lands  to  spend  their  money. 
But  soon  a  new  rel»ellion  in  all  the  customary  forms  estab- 
lished itself  in  Antwerp  citadel  during  the  temporary  absenee 
of  Mexia,  the  governor,  and  great  was  the  misery  of  the 
unhappy  burghers  thus  placed  at  the  mercy  of  the  guns  of 
that  famous  pentagon.  They  were  obliged  to  furnish  large 
sums  to  the  w^hole  garrison,  paying  every  common  foot-soldier 
twelve  stivers  a  day  and  the  officers  in  proportion,  while  the 
great  Eletto  demanded,  l»eside  his  salary,  a  coucli  aud  six, 
a  state  bed  with  satin  curtains  and  fine  linen,  and  the  materials 
for  banquetting  sumptuously  every  day-*^    At  the  slightcjst 

Bor,  IV.  3-45-368.    Vivn  di  r  Kf.mp,  ii,  31-35,  177,  feqq.    Met«ren,  vbi  $uv, 
«  Dor.  IV  468. 
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demur  to  these  demands  the  bombartlinent  from  the  eitttilL*! 
would  begin,  and  the  accurate  artillery  practice  of  tLuso 
experipoced  cannoueers  soon  convinced  the  loyal  citizens  of 
the  propriety  of  the  arrangement.**  The  example  spread. 
The  garrison  of  Ghent  broke  into  open  revolt,  and  a  geneml 
military  rebellion  lasted  for  more  than  a  year. 

lt\Tiile  the  loyal  cities  of  the  obedient  provinces  were  thns 
enjoying  the  fruits  of  their  loyalty  and  obedience,  the  rebellioos 
capital  of  the  republic  was  receiving  its  stadholder  with 
exuberant  demonstrations  of  gratitude.  The  year,  begun 
with  the  signal  victory  of  Tumhout,  had  worthily  terminated, 
so  far  as  military  events  were  coucerne<l,  with  the  automnal 
campaign  on  the  Rhine,  and  great  were  the  rejoicings  throng^ 
out  the  little  common  wealth. 

Thus,  with  diminished   resources,  had  the  republic  been  I 
doing  its  sliare  of  the  work  which  the  anti-Spanish  league 
had  been  called  into  existence  to  accomplish.    But,  as  alreaiiy 
intimated,  this  league  was  a  mere  fi-aud  upon  the  Nelhe^'i 
lands,  which  their  statesmen  were  not  slow  in  discovering. ' 
Of  course  it  was  the  object  of  Philip  and  of  the  poi>e  to 
destroy  this  formidable  triple  alliance  as  soon  as  formed,  and 
they  found  potent  assi^ance,  not  only  in  Henry's  counsellors,  , 
but  in  the  bosom  of  that  crafty  monarch  himself.     Clement 
hated  Philip  as  much  as  he  feared  him,  so  that  the  prospect 
both  uf  obtaining  Henry  as  a  coimterpoise  to  his  own  mcxt 
oppressive  and  most  Catholic  protector,  and  of  breaking  np , 
the  great  convert*s  alliance  with  the  heretic  queen  and 
rebellious  republic,  was  a  most  tempting  one  to  his  Holii 
Therefore  he  employed,  indefatigably,  the  matchless  powert' 
of  intrigue  possessed  by  Home  to  efiect  this  gi-eat  pur}x»6. 
As  forKlizabeth,  slie  was  weary  of  tlie  war,  most  anxious  to  b« 
reimbursed  her  advances  to  the  States,  and  profoundly  jealous 
of  the  rising  commercial  and  naval  greatness  of  the  net 
commonwealth.     If  the   league   therefore  proved  impc 
from  the  beginning,  certainly  it  was  not  tho  fault  of 


**  BoT,  IV  4(>8. 
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United  Netherlands.  We  Imve  seen  how  much  the  king 
deplored,  in  intimate  conversation  with  De  Bethune^"*  his 
formal  declaration  of  war  against  France  which  the  Dutch 
diplomatists  had  induced  him  to  make;  and  indeed  nothing 
can  be  more  certiiiu  than  that  this  public  declaration  of  war, 
and    this   solemn    formatiun   of   the   triple  alliance  against 

«ilip,  were  instantly  accompanied  on  Henry's  part  by  secret 
Bk?e  negotiations  with  Philip's  agents.  Villeroy  told  Envoy 
Ivaert  tliat  as  for  himself  ho  always  trembled  when  he 
«rtight  on  what  ho  had  done,  in  seconding  the  will  of  his 
kjeaty  in  that  declaration  at  the  instance  of  tlie  States- 
neral,  of  which  measure  so  many  losses  and  such  bitter 
fruits  had  been  the  result.*"  He  complained,  too,  of  the 
little  as-sistance  or  co-operation  yielded  by  England.*"'  Calvaert 
replied  that  he  had  nothing  to  ?ay  in  defence  of  England,**' 
but  that  certainly  the  king  could  have  no  fanse  to  censure 
the  States.  The  republic,  however^  had  good  ground,  lie 
said,  to  complain  that  uothiug  had  been  done  by  France,  that 
all  favourable  occasions  had  been  neglected,  and  that  tlicre 
vras  a  perpetual  change  of  counsels.  Tiie  envoy  especially, 
and  jnstly,  reproached  the  royal  government  for  having  taken 
no  a<lvantHge  of  the  opportunity  oflered  by  the  victory  of 
Turnhout,  in  which  the  rejtublic  had  utterly  defeated  the 
principal  forces  of  the  common  enemy.  K<d  bluntly  re- 
marked, too,  that  the  mysterious  cominj^  and  goings  of 
Balvemi  had  naturally  excited  suspicions  in  the  Netherlands, 
and  that  it  would  be  better  that  all  such  practices  should  be 
■^  once  abandoned.  They  did  his  Majesty  no  service,  and 
PVvaa  no  wonder  that  they  caused  uneasiness  to  his  allies. 
Villeroy  replied  that  the  king  had  good  reasons  to  give 
^Hkbfaction  to  those  who  were  yearning  for  peace.*' 
^■As  Henry  himself  was  yearning  in  this  regard  as  much  as 
any  of  his  subjects,  it  was  natural  enough  that  he  should 
Usten  to  Balvena  and  all  other  informal  negotiators  whom 

<•  Antea.    Vide  Sully.  Memoirca  I.  \iii.  412.    Vim  Etevcnter,  ii.  H2. 
*•  C5alvaert'«  IttU'r,  in  I>cvent<3r,  ii.  141-146.  *7  Ibid, 

«  Ibiil.     "  Dat  ick  England  daer  liet"  *•  Ibid, 
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that  she  would  help  to  reduce  Amiens  for  the  sake  of  the 
privilege  of  conquering  OiihuB  if  she  could. 

So  soon  as  her  refusal  was  made  certain,  Henry  dropped 
the  mask.  Biizanval,  the  regidar  French  envoy  at  the 
Hague — even  while  amazing  the  States  hy  rehukea  for  their 
shortHXjmings  in  the  field  and  by  demands  for  immediate 
co-operation  in  the  king's  campaign,  when  the  king  was 
doing  nothing  but  besiege  Amiens — astonish(?d  the  republican 
statesmen  still  further  by  telling  thera  that  his  master  was 
listening  seriously  to  the  pope's  secret  offers.'^ 

His  Holiness  had  assured  the  king,  through  the  legate  at 
Paris,  that  he  could  easily  bring  about  a  peace  between  him 
and  Philip,  if  Henry  would  agree  to  make  it  alone,  and  he 
would  so  manage  it  that  the  kitjg's  name  should  not  be  mixed 
up  with  the  negotiations,  and  that  he  should  not  appear  as 
seeking  for  peace.  It  was  to  be  considered  however — so 
Henry's  envoy  intimated  both  at  Greenwich  and  the  Hague — 
that  if  the  king  should  accept  the  pope's  intervention  he 
would  be  obliged  to  exclude  from  a  share  in  it  the  queen  and 
all  others  not  of  the  Catholic  religion,  and  it  was  feared  that 
the  same  necessity  Avhich  had  compelled  him  to  listen  to 
these  overtures  would  force  him  still  further  in  the  same 
path.  He  dreatled  lest,  between  peace  and  war,  he  might 
fall  into  a  positi<»n  in  wkich  the  law  would  be  dictated  to  him 
either  by  the  enemy  or  by  those  who  had  undertaken  to  help 
him  out  of  danger. 

Much  more  information  to  this  effect  did  Buzanval  com- 
municate to  the  States  on  the  authority  of  a  private  letter 
from  the  king,  telling  him  of  the  ill-success  of  the  mission  of 
FonqueroUes.***  That  diplomatist  had  brought  back  nothing 
from  England,  it  appeared,  save  excuses,  general  phrases, 
and  many  references  to  the  troubles  in  Ireland  and  to  the 
danger  of  a  new  Spanish  Armada. 

it  was  now  for  the  first  time,  moreover,  that  tlie  States 
learned   how  they  bad   been  duped   both  by  England  and 

M  Bur,  lY.  324,  325.        •*  An  abatract  of  the  letter  in  given  bj  Bor,  ubi  Mup. 
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Dt  been  unsuccessful  in    bringing  about  a  dissolution  of 
tie   bonds  of  amity  by  which  the  three   jiowers 
emed  so   lately  to   be  drawing  tliemst^lvea  very 

Ay  together.     The  republic  and  Henry  IV.  were  now  on 

most  uncomfortable  footing  towards  each  other.     On  the 

ither  hand,  the  queen  waa  io  a  very  ill  humour  with  the 

States  and  very  angry  with  Henry.    Especially  the  persistent 

Banner  in  wliirh  tlie  Hollaudei*s  carried  on  trade  with  Spain, 

od  were  at  the  same  time  making  fortunes  for  themselves 

tid  feeding  the  enemy,  while  Englishmen,  on  pain  of  death, 

ere  debarred  from  participation  in  such  traffic,  excited  great 

ad  general  indignation  in  England.     Li  vain  was  it  repre- 

Bnted  that  this  trade,  if  prohibited  to  the  commonwealth, 

fould  fall  into  the  hands  of  neutral  powers,  and  that  Spain 

ronld  derive  her  supplies  from  the  Baltic  and  other  regions 

regularly  as  ever,  while  the  republic,  whose  whole  life  was 

her  foreign  coramerce,  woTild  not  only  become  incapable  of 

arrying  on  the  war  but  would  perish  of  inanition.     The 

Snglish  statesmen  threatened  to  declare  all  such  trade  cou- 

[iband,  and  vessels  engaging  in  it  lawful  prize  to  English 

misers.*' 

Barghley  declared,  with  much  excitement,  to  Caron,  that 

he,  as  well  as  all  tlie  council,  con.sidered  the  conduct  of  the 

Hollanders  so  unjustifiable  as  to  make  them  regret  that  their 

rincess  bad  ever  embarked  with  a  State  which  chose  to  aid 

ts  own  enemies  in  the  destruction  of  ifc^elf  and  its  allies. 

Such  conduct  was  so  monstrous  that  those  who  were  told  of 

it  Would  hardly  believe  it." 

The  Dutch  envoy  observed  that  there  were  thirty  thousand 
sailors  engaged  in  this  trade,  and  he  asked  the  Lord  Treasurer 
whether  ho  projwsed  that  these  people  should  all  starve  or  be 
driven  into  the  service  of  the  enemy.  Burghley  rejoined  that 
the  Uollandei"s  had  the  whole  world  beside  to  piu'sue  their 
traffic  in,  that  they  did  indeed  trade  over  the  whole  world, 


•*  "  Endo  Toor  vrybuyt  doen  verklAren  ulle  auloko  achep^,**  Ac — Ouos  to 
"  ~  ftt(*^Geuen»l,  '24  Sept  1597,  in  Devenler,  157-161. 
on'a  dwpAloh,  last  ciU-d, 
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wad  mL  -^assof  yseaamt  m  €xamat^inMxStj,  moDstrousl?  ricl& 


CsTDi  a>f!^t&;;:^  jb  SKoe  vi^  HaX  tliis  vas  trne,  bcct^ 
HL  iJi^  ^i-TrTTTT.  I2d3  lit  knev  too  veil  what  extiemie 
-znnufti!-  uii  jk:*:ixr  tiir  Sabes^j^aaal  had  in  proTiding  fox^ 
'SZiS^  ■a3*^*Mrf  X  :a>r  war  a»L  ia  extzadiiig  the  necesBaE-y 
JDiiS  insL  i3ti:  Tisims  cn»aiwnrtiP3b  This  would  hardly 
itt  ^e  aMt  wsr^  SK^  greai  w«ahh  in  the  land  as  was 
iDtKinii^i.  Z#c  s^  ^ir  F^agHA  cGRznaelloiB  protested  tli.at 
'Stpr  -v^niji   strp  12^  ^^^^^**g  widi   the  enemy  at  evexy 


•I*L  -utf  raesckiL  ^f  peace  or  war  itself  the  repablieao 
nukjnasjSB  wsrt  c&ea.  bi&d  as  to  the  tnie  intentions  of 
at  F^;rJB  G-i-TrTsjaai    ~  As  the  qoeen  is  fine  and  false,** 
aioi  Xk*^^  Havre,  obaerviag  and  aiding  in  the  ranons 
ins-raag  w^aa  w«s<£^  wie«Tiiis  at  Bnxsaels,  **  and  her  council 
SLaifiL  13^  saaas.  sbr  is  practising  towards  the  Hollimders 
a  ^iJLZic:  szssa&isx.    Oa  the  one  hand  she  induces  them  U> 
miM'-.'-'ir  ^  4  ffe»£rai  p*E«%.     On  the  other,  her  adherents,  ten 
%jr  iwr-lT^r  iz.  nc=il<€r  of  tbcee  who  govem  Holland  and  hsr^ 
crttL::  wr:i  ii>r  F«ecf  4e.  insist  that  the  true  interest  of  tlt^ 
Ssasc  i>  Li  a  ccdtinoadon  of  the  war."^ 

Br:  Hi^Tr.  ii-rj-:  in  diplomitic  chicane  as  he  undoubtedly'' 
^j^  •  .L:  Iji"-  :":Tii.d  i;  di^icalt  to  find  any  man  of  intelli^ 
iT::>r  .c  izS-^rrZ-.-T  in  il^:  rebellions  commonwealth,  of  whicta 
Le  »as  :-•:-  ;»  srrv^r.  who  had  any  doubt  on  that  subjeCt- 
I:  r^eirii  If?  F.r.jlisii  ar^Timent  to  persuade  Olden-Barnevelci* 
ini  tie  Jthrr  statesaien  who  guided  the  destiny  of  tt»-^ 
rvrull:-\  tLit  p-eace  would  be  destruction.  Moreover,  ther« 
is  l:  ■:-:— li.n  tlit  U-tii  the  queen  and  Burghley  would  bav« 
l-rr n  rrS.y  iTatciul  had  the  Slates-General  been  willing  *^ 
make  f-raoe  and  return  to  the  allegiance  which  they  bad  lo^r? 
since  sj.amod- 

Neveriheless  it  is  difficult  to  say  whether  there  were  »^ 
this  moment  more  of  animosity  in  Elizabeth's  mind  towur«J* 

^^  Cnr.n  .^  Je^jv.toh,  List  cited.  "  Ibid. 

"  iX-vt  liter.  loi>.  fn.m  the  Bt-Igian  Arohivetj.    Havre  to  Archduke  Albert 
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cksliding  ally,  with  whom  she  liad  so   recently  and 
pompously  sworn  an  eternal  friendship,  or  towards  her 
icie-'nt  enemy.     Although  she  longed  for  peace,  she  hai*dly 
3iw  her  way  to  it,  for  she  felt  that  the  secret  movements  of 
Henry  had  in  a  manner  barred  the  path.     She  confessed  to 
le  States'  envoy  that  it  was  as  easy  ibr  her  to  make  black 
srhito  as  to  make  peace  with  .Spain.''^     To  this  Caron  cordi- 
ally assented,  saying  with  muck  energy,  *'  There  is  as  much 
chance  for  your  Majesty  and  for  us  to  make  peace,  during  the 
life  of  the  present  King  of  Spain,  as  to  find  redemption  in 
heli;'^ 

h  To  the  Danish  ambassadors,  who  had  come  to  England  w-ith 
proposals  of  mediation,  the  queen  had  replied  that  the  King 
of  Spain  had  attacked  her  dominions  many  times,  ami  had 
very  often  attempted  her  assassination;^  that  after  long 
patience  she  had  begun  to  defend  heraelf,  and  had  been 
I  willing  to  show  him  that  she  had  the  courage  and  the  means, 
not  only  to  maintain  herself  against  his  assaults,  but  also 
to  invade  his  realms ;  that,  therefore,  she  was  nut  disposed 
to  speak  first,  nor  to  lay  down  any  conditions.  Yet,  if  she  saw 
that  the  King  of  Spain  had  any  remorse  for  his  former 
^Bpffences  against  her,  and  wished  to  make  atonement  for 
^Hthem,  she  was  willing  to  declare  that  her  heart  was  not  so 
^Ralienated  from  pe^ice,  but  that  she  could  listen  to  propositbns 
^Bpn  the  subject.*^ 

^^  She  said,  too,  that  such  a  peace  must  !)o  a  general  one, 
^including  both  the  King  of  Franco  and  the  States  of  the 
H^etherlands,  for  with  these  powers  she  had  but  lately  made 
^■sn  offensive  and  defensive  league  against  the  King  of  SfMiin, 
^Hfrom  which  she  protested  that  for  no  consideration  in  the 
^Bworld  would  she  ever  swerve  one  jot. 

"      Certainly  these  were  words  of  Christian  charity  and  good 
fuill),  but  such  professions  are  the  common  staple  of  orations 
ad  documents  for  public  consumption.     As  the  accounts 


••  Onron    to    the     Statea-Cienurnl, 
ept-  1597.    Deventer,  ii.  153-158. 
'7  Il)id.  150. 

'•  Ernie   aeor  dicknmel  nncr  Iwur 

VOL.    III. 


Ivf  ende  Icven  heeft  doen  stnen."' — Ca- 
fVtn  to  Stftttai-Gencml,  24  Sept.  1507. 
Drwnter,  ii.  150.  ^  Ibid. 
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became  more  and  more  minute,  however,  of  Henry's  intrigue 
with  Albert,  Philip,  and  Clement,  the  queen  grew  moi 
angry. 

She  told  Caron  that  she  was  quite  aware  that  the  kin 
16  Nov.  had  long  been  in  communication  .with  the  cardinal' 
^^^'^'  emissaries,  and  that  he  had  even  sent  some  of  hi 
principal  counsellors  to  confer  with  the  cardinal  himself  al 
Arras,  in  direct  violation  of  the  stipulations  of  the  leagne. 
She  expressed  her  amazement  at  the  king's  conduct;  for 
she  knew  very  well,  she  said,  that  the  league  had  hardly 
been  confirmed  and  sworn  to,  before  he  was  treating  wi|h 
secret  agents  sent  to  him  by  the  cardinal.  "And  now," she 
continued,  "  they  propose  to  send  an  ambassador  to  inform  me 
of  the  whole  proceeding,  and  to  ask  my  advice  and  consent 
in  regard  to  negotiations  which  they  have,  perchance,  entirely 
concluded." 

She  further  informed  the  republican  envoy  that  the  king 
had  recently  been  taking  the  ground  in  these  dealings  with 
the  common  enemy ;  that  the  two  kingdoms  of  France  and 
England  must  first  be  provided  for;  that  when  the  baas 
between  these  powers  and  Spain  had  been  arranged,  it  would 
be  time  to  make  arrangements  for  the  States,  and  that  it 
would  probably  bo  found  advisable  to  obtain  a  tnice  of  three 
or  four  years  between  them  and  Spain,  in  which  interval  the 
government  of  the  provinces  might  remain  on  itii  nctoal 
footing.  During  this  armistice  the  King  of  Spain  was  to 
withdi-aw  all  Spanish  troops  from  the  Netherlands,  in  eon?^ 
quonco  of  which  measure  all  distrust  would  by  degree? 
vanish,  and  the  community,  becoming  more  and  more  en- 
couraged, would  in  time  recognise  the  king  for  their  sove 
reign  once  more.™ 

This,  according  to  the  informatiim  received  by  Eli7jibetl 
from  her  resident  minister  in  France,  was  Ilenrv's  scbein' 
for  carrying  out  the  principles  of  the  oflensive  and  defcutii^'* 
league,  which  only  the  year  l)efore  ho  had  so  solenndy  (^'* 
eluded  with  the  Butch  republic.  Instead  of  assisting  tbfl' 
^"  (ViroH  <(.  Sl:il(-.s-fJ»ninil,  10  Nov.  15!>7.     Devontor,  ii.  ini-164. 
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commonwealth  in  wagging  her  war  of  independence  against 
Spain,  he  woiihl  endeavour  to  make  it  eaay  for  her  to  return 
I>eace fully  to  her  ancient  tlu^aldom.'' 

The  queen  asked  Caron  what  be  thought  of  the  project. 
How  could  that  diplomatist  rejdy  but  with  polite  scorn  ?  Not 
a  year  of  such  an  armistice  would  elapse,  he  said,  before 
the  Spanish  partisans  would  have  it  all  their  own  way  in  the 
Netlierlands,  anil  the  King  of  Spain  would  be  master  of 
the  wliole  country-  Again  and  again  he  repeated  that 
peace,  ao  long  as  rbili]>  lived,  was  an  impossibility  for  the 
States.  No  doubt  that  monarch  would  gladly  consent  to 
the  prof>osed  truce,  for  it  would  bo  indeed  strange  if  by 
leans  of  it  he  could  not  so  establish  tiiniself  in  the  provinces 
to  easily  overthrow  tlie  sovereigns  who  were  thus  helping 
him  to  80  advantageous  a  position.'" 

The  queen  listened  patiently  to  a  long  and  earnest  remon- 
trance  in  tills  vein  made  by  the  envoy,  and  assured  him 
that  not  even  to  gain  another  kingdom  would  she  l>e  the 
cause  of  a  return  of  the  provinces  to  the  dominion  of  Spain. 
de  would  do  her  best  to  dissuade  the  king  from  bis  peace 
Dtiations ;  but  she  would  listen  to  De  Maisse,  the  new 
&cial  envoy  from  Henry,  and  would  then  faithfully  report  to 
ftroD,  by  word  of  moiitli.  the  substance  of  the  conversation, 
lie  States-Gunoral  did  not  deserve  to  be  deceived,  nor  would 
lie  be  a  party  to  any  deception,  imlesa  she  were  first  cheated 
erselfi  "  1  feel  indeed,"  she  added,  "  that  muttei^  arc  not 
lwa}*s  managed  as  they  should  be  by  your  Government, 
nd  that  you  Iiave  not  always  treated  princes,  especially 
Myself,  as  we  deserve  to  bo  treated.  Nevertheless,  your 
%Ui  is  not  a  monarchy,  and  so  we  must  take  all  things 
into  consideration,  and  weigh  its  faults  against  its  many 
perfections."  "^ 

1  J^  Caron  to  Statc»-Gt.'nerol,  19  N.iv.     trsictcrfn  *ioo  wy  wol  in  hun  wgort 
197.     Doventer,  ii.  1»>1-1»J4.  i  vt-rdient   hebbeti ;   d'X'h  hun  stoot  is 

1  n  Ibid.  I  oook  ifc^n  mnuurplnV,  on  *laiimm  wy 

nift  ill  rtrht  am  't  liehnonji-  in  U-n  met  vrlo  jxTt'eftion  die  ey  hebk-n 
Dune  ifCK-vrinyp  toogiw^t,  vu  dn«  Ky  ,  tr^i-nclkiindor  lueten  gemoeten."— 0»- 
|et  dtyta  <lo  Frincen  iiumen  uit't  lu  v  '  ron"*»  Dt^jMilch,  Inst  ciU^l, 

2   H   2 
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With  this  phDosophical — ^and  in  the  mouth  of  I 
Tudor,  surely  very  liberal — reflection,  the  queen  tei 
the  interview  with  the  republican  envoy. 

Meantime  the  conferences  with  the  special  ambas 
France  proceeded.  For,  so  soon  as  Henry  had  cc 
all  his  arrangements,  and  taken  his  decision  to  ao 
very  profitable  peace  offered  to  him  by  Spain,  he 
that  air  of  frankness  which  so  well  became  him,  and 
avowed  his  intention  of  doing  what  he  had  alreac 
Hurault  de  Maisse  arrived  in  England  not  long  be 
time  when  the  peace-commissioners  were  about  ass 
at  Vervins.  He  was  instructed  to  inform  her  Maje 
he  had  done  his  best  to  bring  about  a  general  aUianc 
European  powers  from  which  alone  the  league  c( 
between  England,  France,  and  the  Netherlands  woi 
derived  substantial  strength.'* 

But  as  nothing  was  to  be  hoped  for  from  Geni 
England  offered  but  little  assistance,  and  ns  France 
hausted  by  her  perpetual  conflicts,  it  had  become  n 
for  the  king  to  negotiate  for  a  peace.  He  now  m 
prove,  therefore,  to  the  queen,  as  to  a  sister  to  whon 
under  such  obligations,  that  the  interests  of  Engla 
as  dear  to  him  as  those  of  France. 

The  proof  of  these  generous  sentiments  did  not,  1 
seem  so  clear  as  could  be  wished,  and  there  were  verj 
debates,  so  soon  as  the  ambassador  found  himself 
forence  with  lier  IMajosty's  counsellors.  The  Enjrlis' 
men  bitterly  reproached  the  French  for  having  thu^ 
thrown  away  the  alliance  between  the  two  connti 
they  insisted  upon  the  duty  of  the  king  to  fulfil  his 
engagements. 

The  reply  was  veiy  frank  and  very  decided.  Kir 
De  Maisso,  never  make  treaties  except  with  the  taci 
tion  to  embrace  every  thing  that  may  be  useful  t 
and  carefully  to  avoid  every  thijig  prejudicial  to  i 
tcrests."^ 

'"^  l)i'  Tlioii,  xiii.  20(5.  tieqq..  1.  120.  '■"•  ll.id. 
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The  corollary  from  this  convoiiient  and  sweeping  maxim 

jwas  simple  enough.     The  king  could  not  be  expected  by  his 

lilies  to  reject  an  oftered  peace  which  was  very  profitable, 

^nor  to  continue   a    war  which    was   very  detrimental.     All 

that  they  could  expect  was  that  he  should  communicate  his 

tintentions  to  them,  and  this  he  was  now  very  cheeifully  doing. 

5uc-h  iji  brief  were  the  stateinents  of  l>e  Maisae."* 

The  English  were  indignant.     They  also  said  a  stout  word 

for  the  provinces,  although  it  has   been   made   sufficiently 

clear  tliat  they  did  not  love  that  upstart  republic.     But  tlie 

Preuch  ambassador  replied   that   his   master  really  meant 

5tly  to  assist  the  States  in  carrying  on  the  war  until  they 

aid  make  an  arrangement."     He  should  send  them  very 

awerful  succours  for  this  purpose,  and  he  exper-ted  coufi- 

leutly  tiiat  England  would  assist  him  m  this  line  of  conduct.'* 

rinis  Henry  was  secretly  pledging  himself  to  make  under- 

ind  but  substantial  war  against  Spain,  witli  which  power  he 

ras  at  that  instant  concluding  peace,  while  at  the  same  time 

was  abandoning  his  warlike  league  with  the  queen  and 

le  republic,  in  order  to  atl'ect  tliat  very  paeificutiun.    Truly 

16  morality  of  the  governing  powers  of  the  eai'th  was  not 

ntiroly  according  to  the  apostolic  standard. 

The  interviews  between  the  queen  and  the  new  ambassador 

were,  of  course,  on  his  part,  more  courteous  in  tone  than 

those  with  the  counsellors,  but  mainly  to  the  same  effect. 

^De  Maisse  stated  that  tlie  Sjianish  king  had  offered  to  restore 

P'ery  place  tliat  ho  held  in  France,  inclutling  Calais,  Brittany, 

'and  the  Marquisate  of  Saluces,  and  as  he  likewise  manifested 

willingness  to  come  to  favourable  terms  with  her  ^lajesty 

with  the  States,  it  was  obviously  the  duty  of  Henry  to 

[lake  these  matters  known  to  her  Majesty,  in  whose  hands 

las  thus  placed  the  decision  between  peace  or  continuation 


^  De  Thou,  xiii.  206,  teqq.,  1.  120. 
77  Ibid. 

J**Qu'en  fswunt  la  pais  avoo  Irs 
jJBgrujU  U  ne  IiuP8cri<it  jwh  de  four- 
rteenrUjmont  uux    p:iatM-Geneniux 

puiMnnB  Beoouiri  jn>4qu1k    co    que 


leuT  nccnrnmn^lrinrnt,  fQt  fait,  ct  qu'il 
»imljitifi«^iit  »»p  joiiidre  nvec  rAnglettrre 
[K>iir  Ir-  nidnr  ct  li>s  aoatenir,  sfnt  *'n 
|Htix,  tioit  en  ^eird."— De  Tlioa,  itW 
tup. 


aaked  wb«t  wiui  the  utttluxily  for 
1  to  be  ineliMled  faf  Bpniii  in 

it   wafi   time   fur  Its 

fcr  a  find  S|«Bidi  snnadi.    Wheo  s  (qoda 

t  Fnaee  ^  ^ladai  toBlclHy^ol  M  expiviii| 

i  OB  Hw  put  oTkiai  mnvmga  mi 

%mk  icflifid  hy  i«tntmg  to  tbe  ihaai  Mgotl^ 

bf  vMrh  tbe  famotts  t&fmsiao  oC 

Mkd  i^  hod  tnttiBfttfid  her  oxpectolii 

noQld  tpoci    bo   At  her  ibroAi 

of  tbo  nOkmmom  of  ber  pftifib«f 

SsBte  Godeii,  bail  iKoed  fi«B 

Kov  tlien,  AS  HidiArdol  «ii 

A  mm  tm»  to  look  ibi 

p  OM  hifiuii     It  nw  am  MnpeftiiMMoe  lor  SocreCArr  of 

bte  TiDaof  lo  seed  ber  «ygU  aboot  Kichmnlot.  It 
an  irapefltioeoee  m  ^ing  HeniT,  wbo  imd^atood  WKMiiatlfli 
better  thaa  be  ^d  aflbits  of  state,  m  wbkli  IdiigB  were  gicoe- 
nllj  |.mu«ud  br  tbeb  coBisellofs  and  secnetariee^  ImI  it 
WIS  iTPTT  stzaiis«  that  ViQerpT  ^cpold  be  made  quiet  with  i 
?i-.pl  >  d>^^!ar.it:<>n  of  Kichani»:<.^- 

Tbe  qu--rn  pr»>test«Hi  that  she  would  never  consent  to  a 
p^aO'  with  .Sjain.  except  with  the  knowledge  and  consent  d 
tlv  States.  De  Maisse  rej'lied  that  the  king  was  of  the 
same  iniud.  ujvu  which  her  Majesty  remarked  that  in  that 
cas<;'  he  Lad  l>elter  have  apprised  her  and  the  States  of  his 
i!itoiiti<:ns  i-;'f--re  tr- ating  alone  and  secretly  with  the  enemy. 
Thv-  onvc'V  d-iiif-'i  that  the  kinjr  had  Ixn-n  treating.  He  had 
•  lily  l..,n  li-t'iiiniTto  what  tlie  King  of  Sjxiin  had  to  projKiSi', 
liii'l  suggestin_'  his  t>wn  wishes  and  intentions.  The  queen 
r.join'xl  that  this  was  treating  if  anything  was,  and  certaiulv 
li'-r  ^Ini-?ty  wa-  in  the  riirLt  if  the  term  has  any  meaninJ 
at  all. 

Elizal.'Tli    furth'-r    n  proa- •)  dully  <»l»served,    that    aithoii.^h 


!•;:.- 1.;>^. 


>-(t.  :.i  r.il.  lu  IX-ctUii>»r.  lol»7    O.  S.  .  in  IXvnit.r. ; 

-'  n.i.i. 
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the  king  tiilkeJ  about  continuing  the  war,  he  seemed  really 
tired  of  that  daugcruiis  porsuit,  in  which  he  h^d  exercised 
hiinsuif  fio  many  lung  yetu's,  and  that  he  was  probably  be- 
ginning to  find  a  quiet  and  agreeabb  hie  more  to  his  taste. 
She  expressed  tlio  fioiie,  however,  tliut  he  wuuld  acquit  him* 
self  h<jnourably  tuwartk  herself  and  her  allies,  and  keep  the 
oaths  which  he  had  so  solemnly  sworn  befi)ro  God. 

Such  WHS  the  substance  of  the  queen  s  couvei'satioos  with 
Do  Maisae,  as  she  herself  subsequently  reported  them  to  the 
States'  envoy.*'' 

The  republican  statesmen  had  certainly  cause  enough  to 
suspect  Henry's  intentions,  l>ut  they  did  not  iraphcitly  trust 
Klizaljeth.  They  feared  that  both  king  and  queen  were 
heartily  sick  of  the  war,  and  disposetl  to  abandon  the  league, 
while  each  was  bent  on  securing  better  terms  than  the  other 
in  any  negotiations  fur  peace.  Banieveld — on  the  whole  the 
most  Siignirioua  of  the  men  then  giiithng  the  afifaii's  of  Europe, 
ill  though  he  could  <lisj)ose  of  but  comparatively  slender 
resources,  and  was  merely  the  chief  minister  of  a  scarcely 
born  little  commonwealth  of  some  three  milUon  souls — was 
doing  his  h«'st  to  save  the  league  and  to  div<irt  Henry  from 
thoughts  of  peace.  Feeling  that  the  queen,  notwithstanding 
her  professions  to  Caron  and  othei's,  would  have  gladly  en- 
tered into  negotiations  with  Philip,  bad  she  found  the  door  as 
wide  open  as  Henry  had  found  it,  he  did  his  best  to  prevent 
both  his  allies  from  proceeding  farther  in  that  direction.  He 
promised  the  French  envoy  at  the  Hague  that  not  only  would 
the  rcpubhc  continue  to  furnish  tlie  four  thousand  sokliers  iis 
stipulated  in  the  league,  but  that  if  Henry  would  recom- 
mence active  operations,  a  States'  army  of  nine  thoiisand  foot 
and  two  thousimd  horse  should  at  once  take  the  Held  on  the 
Flemish  frontier  of  France,  and  aid  in  the  campaign  to  the 
full  extent  of  their  resources."  H'  the  king  were  disposed  tt) 
undertake  the  siege  of  Calais,  the  Advocate  engaged  that  he 
should  be  likewise  energetiailly  assisted  in  that  enterprise."* 


••  LiHU.w  i.f  Buamval,  oitoil  by  Dcvenkr,  ii.  1G4, 1(J5. 
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Nor  Wiis  it  siiggested  in  case  the  important  maritiine  stroBR- 
hold  were  recovered  that  it  should  be  tmnsforred,  not  to  thtj 
sovereigu  of  France,  but  to  the  dominions  o(  the  repnblic 
That  was  the  queen's  method  of  assisting  an  ally,  but  it  was 
not  the  prsictico  of  the   States.      Buzanval,  who  wa«  qmto 
aware  of  his  master's  decision  to  conclude  i>eace,  suggested 
Henry's  notion  of  a  preliminary  and  general  tmee  for  six 
months.     But  of  course   Burneveld  rejected   the   idea  with 
horror,     llo  felt,  as  every  intelligent  statesman  of  the  com- 
monwetdth  could  uot  but  feel,  that  an  armistice  would  be  a 
death-bluw.    It  would  be  better,  he  said,  for  the  States  to  V^^| 
uno  or  two  towns  than  to  make  a  truce,  for  there  were  IP 
many  people  in  the  commonwealth  sure  to  l>e  dazzled  by  tli6 
falsG  sliow  of  a  pacifieatioD,  that  they  would  be  likely,  after 
getting  into  the  suburbs,  to  wish  to  enter  tlie  heart  of  Iho 
city.     "  If,"  said  tiie  Advocate,  **  the  French  and  the  English 
know  what  they  ai-e  doing  when  they  are  facilitating  the 
Spanish  dominion  in  the  province*,  they  would  prefer  to  loae 
a  third  of  their  own  kingdoms  to  seeing  the  Spaniard  absolxrta 
master  here."** 

It  was  determined,  in  this  grave  position  of  aflairs,  to 
a  special  mission  both  to  France  and  to  England  with 
Advocate  as  its  chief.     Henry  made  no  objections  to  thi« 
step,  but,  on  the  contrary,  afl'ected  much  impatience  for  the 
arrival  of  the  envoys,  and  ascribed  the  delay  to  the  intrigoe* 
of  Elizabeth.     He  sent  word  to  Prince  Maurice  and  to  Baro^ 
veld  that  he  suspected  the  queen  of  endeavouring  to  get 
before  him  in  negotiating  with  Spain  in  order  to  obtain 
for  herself.®     ^Vnd,  in  truth,  Elizabeth  very  soon 
informed  Barueveid  that  she  might  really  have  Iiad 
mid  have  got  the  bettor  of  the  king  in  thcflo  secret 
actions.**^ 

Meantime,  while  the  special  mission  to  France  and  Eug* 
land  was  getting  i-eady  to  depart,  an  amateur  diplo- 
matist appeared  in   Brussels,  and   maiie  a   feehb 
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••  liotlers  of  Itu2]iiivul,  cited  by  Deventta-,  ii.  KH,  l«&. 
**  Verliual  \-ftn  Oldcu-Barneveld,  in  Deventcr.  ii.  171. 
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eflbrt  to  efiect  a  reconeiliution  between  the  republic  and  tbe 
cardinal. 

This  was  a  certain  Van  der  Meiilen,  an  Antwerp  merchant, 
who,  for  reh'gioiis  reasons,  !iad  emigrated  to  Leyden,  and  who 
was  now  invited  by  the  cai'dinal-arehduke  to  Bru85;el3  to 
confer  with  his  counsellors  as  to  the  possibility  of  the  rebel- 
lious States  accepting  bis  aiitliority.'"  For,  as  will  scRjn  be 
indicated,  riiilip  had  receiitly  resolved  on  a  most  important 
step.  He  was  about  to  transfer  the  sovereignty  of  all  the 
Netherlands  to  his  daughter  Isabella  and  her  destined  hus- 
band, Cardkial  Albert.  It  would  obviously,  therefore,  be  an 
excessively  advantageous  arrangement  fur  those  new  sove- 
reigns if  the  rebellions  States  would  join  hands  with  the 
obedient  provinces,  accept  the  dominion  of /Vlbert  and  Isabella, 
and  give  up  their  attempt  to  establish  a  republican  guvem- 
ment.  Accordingly  the  cardinal  had  intimated  that  the 
States  would  be  allowed  the  practice  of  their  religion,  while 
the  military  and  civil  functionaries  might  retain  office.  He 
oven  suggested  that  he  would  appoint  Maurice  of  Nassau  his 
Btadholder  for  the  northern  provinces,  unless  he  should  prefer 
a  high  pasition  in  the  Imperial  armies.'*  »Snch  wiis  the 
general  admiration  felt  in  Spain  and  elsewhere  for  the  mili- 
tary talents  of  the  prince,  that  he  would  probably  be  ap- 
pointed commander-in-chief  of  the  forces  against  Mahomet.® 
Van  der  Jileulen  duly  reported  all  these  ingenious  schemes  to 
the  States,  but  the  sturdy  republicans  only  laughed  at  them. 
They  saw  clearly  enough  through  such  slight  attempts  to  sow 
discord  in  their  commonwealth,  and  to  send  their  great  chief- 
tain to  Turkey. 

A  most  aflectionato  letter,  written  by  the  cardinal-arch* 
duke  to  the  States-General,  inviting  them  to  accept  Ms 
sovereignty,  and  another  frum  the  obedient  provinces  to  the 
united  States  of  the  aime  purport,  reraainetl  unanswered'*' 

But  the  Antwerp  merchant,  in  bis  interviews  with  the 
crafty  politicians  who  surrounded  the  cardintJ,  was  able  at 
least  to  obtain  some  insight  into  the  opinions  prevalent  at 

•^  Bnr,  IV.  4G8.  '^  Ibid,  "^^  Ibid.  »  Ibid. 
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Uii  -iitx:  vcS4r  Si>:db«edly  ii>  the  effect  that  both 
'■•.^'ii.?i:  uji  ♦  r»ji:ii  "T-jr  "y^'^'Z  Qk-z-iigh  lo  alondixi  the 
raoe^  .c'  tur  y-A:i=r"Aiti&.  ir:-Tiskd  c<&1t  that  they  could 
.liCteZL  aL^sik^s.cT  L.-rajjfci'a.ia  :':«  tl«emsrlTe& 

Tja  us  X=^'i-fi  rsxAzkcii  u>  £iclLud:<t  that  in  all  their 
•ia^  niijan  1  ^^t=rL  i^^uie  zrz-cLing  had  ti^en  said  iif  the 
V&itdL  n:  ?\n;r"imiL  z:  ^'sa^jo.  ihe  Sates  «ere  under  so  gmt 
it:rtnsi.iiB.  uii  vnziic  v^iic  thtrT  would  never  enter  into 

•,f:nu-ii.c  recLjei  iziiis  tc^  <^iia^n  had  Teiy  sagacioQily 
le.^sjx,  Ir  'Jtr  skZ'Xj  li  ha  own  kingdom,  and  had  kefitop 
"at  ±:^  ■fT-errir^ifpr  -risr  in  C'fder  to  shelter  herself.  Tbefe 
w  Thirr  rrffiTiJiT  ±r  tis  Udr.  he  said,  than  for  any  of  the 
^•»c.  Ssf  idii  db:«:i  hefseli  ray  obstinate,  and  had  done 
tiiHZL  4  J7*HU  -Saal  vC  Biskiue£  They  knew  yeiy  well  thit 
-ziii  ^Tifj  :c  F=aaeir  -iii  ax  lore  her.  Nevertheless,  as  thej 
jiiii  rrj..L--fC  Ticc  A  |24&rril  f«£^>s,  they  were  willing  to  treit 

-»  T:rii.il  nz.  T*i  Jtr  HtcJeC  ^.-iitJ  by  LVTvnUrr.  ii  173. 
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HiiBiioti  of  tlie  Stated  to  Henry  to  piirvrnt  the  consumnintion  <jf  [xiuv  with 
Sjrain  —  Proposfil  of  Henry  to  elevate  Prince  Maurict*  U)  tin-  soVLTcigntyJ 
r»f  the  Stated  —  Euilntirkutiuu  of  tbo  fetates'  envoys  for  En^laml  —  Th 
iuttTvicvr  witl»  Qnonu  Eliznbeth  — Rit-turn  of  tho  tnivoya  frnm  Kiijj;lftnd- 
Dcniantl  of  Eliza  be  fJi  for  rcp!iynu;rit  of  ln-r  aJviiiiccu  to  the  r(<|)uhlic -»! 

oD<I  «imt)(k«j3y  to  England  —  Finiil  nrrangomeot  botwo.n   Iho.  Quooil| 

I  thy  States^, 

The  Qreai  Advocate  was  now  to  start  ou  his  journey  m 
order  to  mako  a  supreme  efifoil  both  with  Heury  and  witlil 
Elizabeth  to  prevent  the  consummation  of  this  fainl  i>oano. 
Admiral  Jnstinus  of  Xiissau,  natural  sou  of  Wilhiiui  tho 
Silent,  was  associated  with  Barneveld  in  tho  misaion,  a  bravo 
fighting  man,  a  staunch  patriot,  and  a  aagacions  coiiiiHolhir; 
but  the  Advocate  on  this  occasion,  ns  in  other  vital  emer- 
gencies of  the  commonwealth,  was  all  in  all. 

The  instructions  of  the  envoys  were  8iinj>le.  They  wore  to 
snmmon  the  king  to  fulfil  his  solomtjly  sworn  covenants  with 
the  league.  The  States-General  had  never  doubted,  tlioy 
said,  that  so  soon  as  the  enemy  had  begun  to  feel  tho  ofl'octt 
of  that  league  he  would  endeavour  to  mako  a  composition 
with  one  or  other  uf  the  parties  in  order  to  separate  th^m, 
and  to  break  up  that  united  strength  which  otherwise  lie 
could  never  resist.  The  king  was  accordingly  called  upon  to 
continue  the  war  agaiubt  tho  common  enemy,  and  the  States- 
General  offered,  over  and  above  tlie  four  hundred  and  (ifty 
thousand  floruis  pnjmised  by  them  for  the  8ui>|X)rt  of  tJic  f<jur 
thousand  infantry  for  the  year  1598,  to  bring  their  whole 
military  power,  horse  and  foot>  into  the  field  to  sustain  his 
l^Iajesty  in  the  war,  whether  separately  or  in  conjunction, 
whether  in  the  siege  of  cities  or  in  open  campaigns.'  Cer- 
tainly they  could  hartlly  offer  fairer  terms  than  these. 

'  [iuitrucl.ioits,  &<*.,  tn  Devcntcr,  ii  177>181.  .| 
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Hony  Ittd  cflBiphinpd,  aad  noi  mmaooaUy,  that  Eliai- 
tieAkid  made  so  often  of  >wirtiiii  (i  ibr  coirying  oo  the  mr 
eidMS-  to  Fonqondko  or  to  HmuH  de  Hftiiflnn ;  bat  he  oer- 
latnlT  cMild  sake  no  repioodi  of  that  natme  against  the 
fffoblic^  nor  aai^  thdr  lukevammraB  as  an  ezcnee  for  hi§ 

The  eBTojB  were  leadj  to  take  their  departnie  lor  Fnace 
on  the  kat  day  of  January. 

It  m^fat  he  a  cnriooa  subject  to  consider  how  far  historieal 
events  are  modified  and  the  world's  destiny  affected  by  tbi 
diflemit  materia]  agencies  which  man  at  Tariooa  epochs  htt 
had  at  his  di^MxaL  The  human  creatore  in  his  posEidns 
and  ambitiona»  his  sensoal  or  soniid  desireB,  hia  emotional  and 
moral  nature,  imdeigoes  lees  change  than  might  be  hoped 
from  age  lo  age.  The  tyrant,  the  patriot,  the  dema 
Tolnptnary,  the  peasant,  the  trader,  the  iutriguing 
the  hair-splitting  diplomatist,  the  self-sacriBcing  martyr, 
self-seeking  conrtier,  present  essentially  one  type  in 
twelfth,  the  sixteenth,  the  nineteenth,  or  any  other  centi 
The  human  tragi-comedy  seems  erer  to  repeat  itself 
the  same  bnstle,  with  the  same  excitement  for 
interests,  for  the  deyelopment  of  the  instant  plot  or 
episode,  as  if  the  universe  began  and  ended  with  each 
generation — as  in  reality  it  would  appear  to  do  for  the  great 
multitude  of  the  actors.  There  seems  but  a  change  of  masks, 
of  costume,  of  phraseology,  combined  with  a  noisy  but  eternal 
monotony.  Yet  while  men  are  produced  and  are  whirle 
away  again  in  endless  succession,  3Ian  remains,  and  to 
appearance  is  p«^rpetual  and  immortal  even  on  this  earth,  i 
Whatever  science  acquires  man  inherits  Whatever  stead- 
fastness is  gained  for  great  moral  truths  which  change 
through  the  ages— however  they  may  be  thou*j:ht,  in  dark 
falsely  brilliant  epochs,  to  resolve  themselves  into  element 
vajM-iur — gives  man  a  securer  foothold  in  his  onward 
upward  progress.  The  great,  continuous  history  of  that  pr 
gress  is  not  made  up  of  the  reigns  of  kings  or  the  lives  of 
poUticians,  with  whose  names  history  has  often  found  it  con- 
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Tenient  to  mark  its  epochs.  Tliose  are  but  milestones  on  the 
fUmpike.  Human  progresa  is  over  a  vast  fiehl,  and  it  is 
only  at  considerable  inter%'al8  that  a  retrospective  view  en- 
ables us  to  discern  whether  the  movement  has  been  slow  or 
rapid,  onward  or  retrograde. 

The  record  of  our  race  is  essentially  unwritten.  What  we 
call  history  is  but  made  up  of  a  few  scattered  fragments,  while 
it  is  scjircely  given  to  liuman  intelligence  to  comprehend  tlie 
great  whole.  Yet  it  is  strange  to  reflect  upon  the  leisurely 
manner  in  which  great  affairs  were  conducted  in  the  period 
with  which  we  are  now  oecu]»ied,  as  compared  with  the  fever 
and  whirl  of  our  own  times,  in  which  the  stupendous  powers 
of  steam  and  electricity  are  ever  ready  to  serve  the  most 
sublime  or  the  most  vulgar  purposes  of  mankind.  Whether 
there  were  ever  a  cntical  moment  in  which  a  rapid  change 
might  have  been  eff*^cted  in  royal  or  national  councils,  liad 
telegraphic  wires  and  express  trains  been  at  the  command  of 
Henry,  or  BurgMcy,  or  Bameveld,  or  the  Cardinal  Albert, 
need  not  and  cannot  be  decided.  It  is  almost  diverting, 
however,  to  see  how  closely  the  intrigues  of  cabinets,  the 
movements  of  armies,  the  plans  of  patriots,  were  once  de- 
pendant on  those  natural  elements  over  wliich  man  has  now 
gained  almost  despotic  coutroh 

Here  was  the  republic  intensely  eager  to  prevent,  with  all 
speed,  the  consummation  of  a  treaty  between  its  ally  and  it« 
enemy — a  step  which  it  was  feared  might  bo  fatal  to  its 
national  existence,  and  concerning  >vhicli  there  seemed  a 
momentary  hesitation.  Yet  Barneveld  and  Jnstinus  of  Is^assau, 
although  ready  on  the  lust  day  of  January,  were  not  able  to 
sail  from  the  Brill  to  Dieppe  until  the  18th  March,  on  account 
of  a  persistent  south-west  wind. 

After  forty- six  days  of  waiting,  the  envoys,  accompanied 
by  Buzanval,  Henry's  resident  at  the  Hague,  were  is  Jhiroi., 
at  last,  on  the  18th  March,  enabled  to  set  sail  ^^®^" 
with  a  favourable  breeze.  As  it  was  necessary  for  travellers 
in  that  day  to  provide  tliemsolves  with  every  possible  material 
for  their  journey — carriages,  horses,  hosts  of  servants,  and 
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beds,  fortnnate  enouf^h  if  they  found  roads  and  occasionalh 
food — Bameveld  and  Nasgau  were  furnished  with  three  sliips 
of  war,  while  another  legation  on  its  way  to  England  bail 
embarked  in  two  other  vessels  of  the  same  class-  A  flfet  of 
forty  or  fifty  merchiintmen  sailed  under  their  convoy.  De- 
parting from  the  Brill  in  this  impoHJng  manner,  tliey  sailed 
by  Calais,  varying  the  monotony  of  the  voyage  by  a  trifling 
Bca-fight  with  some  cruisers  from  that  Spanish  port,  ncitlier 
side  receiving  any  damage.* 

Landing   at  Dieppe   on  the   morning  of  the  20th,  the 
envoys  were  received  with  much  ceremony  at  the  city  gati-* 
by  the  governor  of  the  place,  who  conducted  them  in  a  staU'lv  i 
manner  to   a  house  called  the  king's  mansion,   which  hi» , 
politely  placed  at  their  disposal.     "As  we  learned,  however," 
says  Bameveld,  vnth  grave  simplicity,  "  that  there  was  no  i 
furniture   whatever   in   that  royal  abode,   we   thanked  his 
Excellency,   and  deolaretl  that   we   would   rather  go  to  a 
tavern." 

After  three   days   of  repose   and   preparation    in  Piepj* 
23  Maixh,     they  started  at  dawTi  on   their  journey  to  It 
where  they  arrived  at  sundown. 

On  the  next  morning  but  one  they  set  off  again  on  tl 

travels,  and  slept  that  night  at  Louviers,  Another  ' 
long  day's  journey  brought  them  to  Evrenx.  Oo 
tlio  27th  they  came  to  Dreux,  on  the  28th  to  Chartrei*,  and  - 
on  the  21)th  to  Chateaudun.  On  the  oOtli,  having  stsiU.^  ' 
an  hour  before  sunrise,  they  were  enabled  after  a  tnilsoro**  | 
journey  to  reach  Blois  at  an  hour  after  dark.  Exhansteil 
with  fatigue,  they  reposed  in  that  city  for  a  day,  and  on  the  * 
Ist  April  proceeded,  partly  by  the  river  Loire  and  partly  by 

'  The  iouruoy  anrl  tlio  wbolt  pro-  B»imovelt)," 
prt'68  nf  tuL"  neg;ot.L»tioii«i  hnvc  bttti  mi-         Of  this  v«'r> 

iiuU'ly  dt-w rilxMl  l)y   OldL-u-Biimrvcltl,  mipublwbi^l,    J 

m  his  Rf|x>rt  in  the  Rlfllfju-Grjifiu],  from  thooriinuin  in 

mmh' f>  Jmiu,  15!»8.  of   the    Hn^'ii«.      Hn 

"  W-rlmiil   viui    oiis    Juisiinns^   endo  ever,  it  hnj.  !>..  n  mi 

Johnn    vftii  Olden-IlaniGVflt  vnu  liet  linH\    I    ' 

Ix'jioi^m'  nf'vnlleii  in  muw  Lopitie  atifi  viilmiblo  < 

«le  C<iTi.  Mnt,  vnn  Vnktiokryck  ptxhicn  pp.  17C-245. 
in  den  jnore  1598    Minnut'vnn  OldetJ- 
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tlie  roar!,  as  far  as  Tonrs.  TTere  tbey  were  visited  by  nobody, 
said  Barneveld,  but  fiddlers  find  drummers,  and  were  execrably 
lodged,  Nevertbeless  they  thought  the  town  in  other  respeets 
agreeable,  aud  a})pare!itly  begin Jiiii;}:  to  atninrj^^le  nut  of  the 
general  desolation  of  Fniuce.  On  the  2ud  April  they  slept 
at  Langcais,  and  on  the  niglit  of  the  3rd  reached  Saimmr, 
where  they  were  disappointed  at  the  absence  of  the  illustrious 
Duplessis  IMoniay,  then  governor  of  that  city.  A  glance  at 
any  map  of  France  will  show  the  course  of  the  journey 
t-iken  by  the  travellers,  wliichj  after  very  Imrd  work  and  great 
fatigue,  had  thus  brouglit  them  from  Dieppe  to  Saumur  in 
about  as  much  time  as  is  now  consumed  by  an  average  voyage 
from  Europe  to  America.  In  tlieir  whole  journey  from  Hol- 
land to  Saumur^  inclusive  of  tlie  wailing  ujion  the  wind  and 
other  enforced  delays,  more  than  two  months  had  beei»  con- 
sumed. Twenty-four  houre  would  suffice  at  present  for  the 
excursion. 

At  Sauraur  they  received  hHters  informing  them  that  the 
king  was  *'  expecting  tliem  with  great  devotion  at  Angiers." 
A  despatch  fi-om  Cecil,  who  was  already  with  Henry,  also 
apprised  them  that  be  fttund  "niatUM*s  entirely  nrnniged  for 
a  peace."  This  would  be  very  easily  accomplished,  he  said, 
for  France  and  England,  but  the  great  diflicndty  was  for  tiie 
Netherlands.  He  bad  come  to  France  principally  for  the 
sake  of  managing  affairs  for  the  advantage  of  the  States,  but 
he  begged  the  envoys  not  to  demean  themselves  as  if  entindy 
bent  on  war.' 

They  arrived  at  Angiers  next  day  before  dark,  and  were 
met  at  a  league's  distance  from  the  gates  by  the 
governor  of  the  castle,  attended  by  young  Prince 
Frederic  Henry  of  Nassau,  followed  by  a  long  train  of  nobles 
and  mounted  troops.  Welctimed  in  tliis  stately  nianner  on 
behalf  of  the  kinir,  the  envovs  were  escorted  to  the  lodffinjrs 
provided  for  them  in  the  city.  The  same  evening  they 
waited  on  the  widowed  jirincess  of  Orange,  Louisa  of  Coligny, 
then  rt^siding  temporarily  with  her  son  in  Angiers,  and  were 
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ii&rai^i  :y  2i*r  ^sts  ii»»  kiss's  mmd  was  irrevocably  fixed 
m  THh^f.  Siir  :i:m:T~'*aUrii.  howerer.  the  adyke  of  her 
«fc<«tii  ZL  JkT.  libe  r*iir  ci  &:^izll<jn.  that  they  should  openly 
*sgr=*  iif-±  inH;«rr^  T-Arira  to  wotinue  the  war,  notwitb- 
jCLiir-g  iiiifc:  ~**:c2l  ;2r£7  IbSssties  of  England  and  France 
▼asLei  •:  Sif^.'tiii'r-  T^-a*  the  cotmsels  of  Bonilloii  to  the 
■fa-r-n^  -r-frr  i^stzL-Ttlj  <c^f«]iacii  to  those  of  CeoiL  and  it  wm 
-v^il  £11  :¥^  Z-:  tbfzi  iLa:  the  duke  was  himself  sincerelr 
Axxi.fSi  ^za:  C2?f  k=t?  sbccid  zefose  the  pacific  offers  of 

y^E  -^.-i-^— T  >;h  ApnL  thej  weie  received  at  the  gates 
rf  ri*f  r.Ktjf  ry  li*  ^vanor  of  Anjoo  and  the  commandant 
vc  :iiif  !S£kSri  ■:<  Az:p=t?^  anended  hy  a  splendid  retinae,  and 
w~rf  ^roirs^CcC  t>>  cbe  kixis:.  who  was  walking  in  the  gardoi 
•:c  liif  5:f:s«gw  Hrcrr  receired  them  with  great  demonstia- 
^.'c:?  :c  r't^i'i.'C.  asEdii:^  them  that  he  considered  the  States* 
iVrnerLl  zhsz  t»ftj5  i2^  =ao5t  £aithfdl  friends  that  he  possessed 
f=.  i^i-T  -rirjL  izd  ih^t  he  had  always  heen  assisted  b?  them 
izL  ^izL-r  :£  ii^  ni^BkOiBt  ne^d  with  resoluteness  and  affection. 

Ti-f  ircr.ifc.^  cf  the  English  ambassador,  accompanied  liy 
:lf  '.  .-jL-.'^lIir  ::  France  and  several  other  pereons,  soon 
':  r.'":_-"i:  :":i:  ii::crv:\rT>r  to  a  termination.  Bameveld  then  pre- 
Stl:-!  i-  -^fril  rri.*Jrr--:i  attached  t«^  the  mission,  especiallj 
":  -f  >.  c  iz.-:  Hij-:  Gr>:>::-.:5.  then  a  lad  of  fifteen,  but  who  had 
.Crfoiv  ci^-T».i  s::?h  distinction  at  Leyden  that  Scahger, 
r.L:.^-?>  }tr :!.>;-$.  l>.^asa,  and  other  professors,  foretold 
:  :.'.  '..■:  -".■.:".:  i-vvrj:-?  more  faa:ous  than  Erasmus.  Tliey 
■  . r-:  -ill  v.ry  c-:r.i:-\lly  revvivt^  by  the  king,  who  sul*"- 
c.:-.:.:ly  Iva^t.^ei  t-sj-vial  niiirks  of  bis  consideration  upon 
;:.:  y. u:l/.-.:l  G^r-tinsw 

T:.r  si^nie  o.^iy  the  Ivtrothal  of  Monsieur  Caesar  ^riththe 
vhri^htrr  ::  :ho  Puke  of  ^lonxeur  was  celebrated,  and  there 
w.i<  ;i:>:r«v.:r:?  iniioh  tl;uiciuir  iiud  banqueting  at  the  castle. 
li  w;is  vbv:.:i:>  enough  to  tbe  envoys  that  the  matter  of  peace 
and  war  w;v?  dovndeii.  The  general  of  tlie  Franciscans,  sent 
by  the  jv-jv,  luul  lH?en  tlitting  very  busily  for  many  mouths 
Ktwtvn  Kome.  ^faorid.  Brussels,  and  Paris,  and  there  could 
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be  little  doubt  that  every  detail  of  the  negotiations  between 
France  and  S|)ain  had  been  arranged  wkile  Olden-Barneveld 
and  his  colleague  had  been  waiting  for  the  head-wind  to  blow 
^^If  out  at  the  BrUl. 

^^peyertheless  no  treaty  had  as  yet  been  signed,  and  it 
^Hb  the  business  of  the  republican  diplomatists  to 
Hrevent  the  signature  ii*  possible.     Thuy  felt,  how- 
ever, that  they  were  endeavouring  to  cause  w^ater  to  run  up 
hill.     Yilleroy,  De  I^Iaisae,  aud  Buzauval  came  to  them  to 
recount,  by  the  king's  order,  everything  that  had  taken  place. 
This  lavour  was,  however,  the  less  highly  appreciated  by 
I,  OS  they  felt  that  the  whole  world  was  in  a  very  short 
18  to  be  taken  as  well  into  the  royal  confiilence. 
These  French  politiciaus  stated  that  the  kiu^,  after  receiving 
most  liberal  oilers  of  peace  on  the  part  of  Spain,  had  com- 
innicated  all  the  facts  to  the  queen,  and  had  proposed,  not- 
withstanding these  most  proJitable  overtures,  to  continue  the 
war  as  long  as   her  Majesty  and  the  States- General  would 
;t  him  in  it.     De  Maisse  had  been  informe^l,  however,  by 
queen  that  she  had  no  means  to  assist  the  king  withal,  and 
I,  on  the  contrary,  very  well  disposed  to  make  peace.*    The 
ibrd  treasurer  had  avowed  the  same  opinions  as  his  sovereign, 
declared  himself  to  be  a  man  of  peace,  and  had  exclaimed 
peace  once  made  he  would  sing  "  Nunc  dimitte  servum 
turn  Domine." '     Thereupon,  at  the  suggestion  of  the  legate, 
negotiations  iiad  begun  at  Vervius,  and  although  nothing  was 
absolutely  concluded,  yet  Sir  Robert  Cecil,  having  just  been 
t  as  special  ambassador  from  the  queen,  fiad  brought  no 
^positions  whatevej  of  assistance  in  carrying  on  the  war, 
but   plenty  of  excuses  about  armiwlas,  Irish  rebellious,  and 
want  of  funds.     There  was  nothing  in  all  this,  tliey  said, 
want  of  good  will.     The  queen  had  done  nothing  and 
would   do   nothing   for   the    league   herself,  nor   would  she 
sohcit  for  it  the  adherence  of  other  kings  and  princes.    The 
by  making  peace,  could  restore  his  kingdom  to  pros- 
',  relieve  the  distress  of  his  subjects,  and  get  back  all  his 
♦  VerUaal,  Ac.,  19&.  *  Ibid. 
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lost  cities — CalaiB,  Ardres,  Dourlens^  Blavet,  and  many  tttur>? 
— without  any  expense  of  treasure  or  of  blood. 

Certainly  there  was  cogency  in  this  reasoning  from  th« 
point  of  view  of  the  French  king,  but  it  wotild  baTe  been  u 
WfiU  to  state,  when  he  was  so  pompously  making  a  league  for 
otTensive  and  defensive  war,  that  his  real  interests  and  ]m 
real  purposes  were  peace.  Much  excellent  diplomacy,  mucJi 
ringing  of  bella,  firing  of  artillery,  and  singing  of  anthems  in 
royal  chapels,  and  much  disappointment  to  honest  Dolchmeo, 
miglit  have  thus  been  saved.  It  is  also  instructive  to  obscrw 
the  difference  between  the  accounts  of  De  Maiase's  negotiations 
in  England  given  by  that  diplomatist  himself,  and  tlioae 
rendered  by  the  queen  to  the  States'  envoy. 

Of  course  the  objurgations  of  the  Hollanders  that  the  king, 
in  a  very  ftillacious  hope  of  temporary  gain  to  himself^  ^ra* 
about  to  break  his  solemn  promises  to  his  allies  and  leave 
them  to  their  fate,  drew  but  few  tears  down  the  iron  cheeb 
of  such  practised  diplomatists  as  Villeroy  and  his  friendsi 

The  envoys  visited  De  Eosny,  who  assured  them  that  lie 
was  very  much  their  friend,  but  gave  them  to  trnderstaod 
that  there  was  not  the  slightest  possibility  of  tndaciDg  the 
king  to  break  off  the  negotiations, 

Eefore  taking  final  leave  of  his  Majesty  they  coDcloded,  ky 
advice  of  the  Princess  of  Orange  and  of  Buzanval,  to  make 
the  presents  which  they  had  brought  with  them  from  the 
States-General.  Accordingly  tliey  sent,  through  the  hawb 
of  the  princess,  four  pieces  of  damask  linen  and  two  pieoee  of 
fine  linen  to  tlie  king's  sister,  Madame  Catherine,  two  pieced 
of  linen  to  Villeroy,  and  two  to  the  beautiful  Gabrielle.  The 
two  remaining  pieces  were  bestowed  upon  BuzanTal  far  \m 
pains  in  accompanying  them  on  the  journey  and  oo  Huui 
arrival  at  court."' 

The  incident  sliows  the  high  eetecm  in  which  the  Kether 
land  fabrics  were  held  at  that  period. 

There  was  a  solemn  conference  at  last  between  the  leading 
counsellors  of  the  king,  tbe  cbancellor,  the  Dukes  of  B^ 
'  Verbaal,  4c..  201. 
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aon  and  Bouillon,  Count  Sohomberg,  and  Be  Sancy, 
lessis,  Biizanval,  Maisse,  the  Dutch  envoys,  and  tlie  English 
ibaesador  and  commissioner  Herbert  Cecil  presided,  and 
acveld  once  more  went  over  the  whole  ground,  resuming 
with  his  usual  vigrnir  all  the  arguments  by  which  the  king's 
interest  and  honour  were  proved  to  require  him  to  desist 
[)m  the  peace  negotiaiions.  And  the  orator  had  as  much 
access  as  is  usual  with  those  who  argue  against  a  foregone 
conclusion.  Everyone  had  made  up  his  mind.  Everyone 
knew  that  peace  was  made.  It  is  unnecessary,  therefore,  to 
repeat  the  familiar  train  of  reasoning.  Jt  is  superfluous  to 
aay  that  the  conference  was  barren.  On  the  same  evening 
Tilleroy  called  on  the  States*  envoys,  and  informed  them 
ly,  on  the  part  of  the  king,  that  his  lilajesty  had  fully 
Je  up  his  mind. 

On  the  23rd  April — three  mortal  weeks  having  thus  been 
'Vasted  in  diplomatic  trifling— Barae veld  was  admitted  to  his 
Majesty's  dressing-room.  The  advocate  at  the  king's  request 
lime  without  liia  colleague,  and  was  attended  only  by  his 
on.  No  other  persons  were  present  in  the  chamber,  save 
Buzanval  aud  Beringen.  The  king  on  this  occasion  confirmed 
what  had  so  recently  been  stated  by  Villeroy.  He  had 
boroughly  pondered,  he  said,  all  the  argimients  used  by  the 
»tes  to  dissuade  him  from  the  negotiation,  and  had  found 
bem  of  much  weight.  The  necessities  of  his  kingdom,  how- 
V€Tf  compelled  him  to  accept  a  period  of  repose.  He  would 
at,  however,  in  the  slightest  degree  urge  the  States  to  join 
the  treaty.  Ho  desired  their  security,  and  would  aid  in 
aining  it.  \Miat  had  most  vexed  him  was  that  the 
ants  with  great  injustice  accused  him  of  intending  to 
make  war  upon  them.  But  innumerable  and  amazing  reports 
rere  flying  abroad,  both  amoug  his  own  subjects,  the  English, 
tid  the  enemies'  spies,  as  to  these  secret  conferences.  Ho 
ben  said  that  he  would  tell  the  Duke  of  Bouillon  to  speak 
fith  Sir  KoI>ert  Cecil  eonceming  a  subject  which  now  for  the 
,  time  he  would  mention  privately  to  Oldeu-Bameveld. 
The  king  then  mode  a  remarkable  and  unexpected  sug- 
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or  not  with  the  privato  opinions  of  Bameveld  at  tliat  period, 
it  must  be  admitted  that  tho  condition  he  thus  suggested  was 
a  very  safe  one  to  offer.  Ho  had  thoroughly  satisfied  himself 
jduring  the  period  in  which  he  had  been  baffled  by  the  south- 
st  gales  at  the  Brill  and  by  the  still  more  persistent  head- 
^ndg  which  he  had  found  prevailing  at  the  French  court, 
^that  it  was  hopeless  to  strive  for  that  much-desired  hareu,  a 
^Heneral  war.  The  atlmiral  and  himself  might  as  well  have 
^Bndeavoured  to  persuade  Mahomet  III.  and  Sigismund  of 
^Volaud  to  join  the  States  in  a  campaign  against  Cardinal 
^Hybert,  as  to  hope  for  the  same  good  offices  from  Elizabeth 
^^and  Henry, 

Having  received  exactly  the  answer  Mdiich  he  expected,  he 
secretly  communicated,  next  day,  to  Cecil  the  proposition 
thus  made  by  the  king.  Subsequently  he  narratod  the 
whole  conversation  to  the  Queen  of  England. 

I  On  the  27th  April  bot!i  Barneveld  and  Nassau  were  ad- 
Hniitted  to  the  royal  dressing-room  in  Nantes  citadel 

^■br  a  fiDfil  audience.    Here,  after  the  usual  common- 
Palaces  concerning  his  affection  for  tho  Netherlands,  and  the 
bitter  necessity  which  compelled  him  to  desert  the  alliance, 
Henr\'  again  referred  to  his  suggestion  in  regard  to  Prince 

II  Maurice  ;  urging  a  change  from  a  republican  to  a  monarchical 
^■pbrm  of  government  as  the  best  means  of  preserving  the 
^Btate. 

^V  The  envoys  thanlv-ed  the  king  for  all  the  honours  conferred 
upon  them,  but  declared  themselves  grieved  to  the  heart  by 
his  refusal  to  grant  their  request  I'he  course  pursued  by 
^his  Majesty,  they  said,  would  bo  found  very  hard  of  chgestiou 
^■ry  the  States,  both  in  regard  to  the  whole  force  of  the  enemy 
^Krhich  would  now  come  upon  their  throats,  and  because  of  the 
l^bad  example  thus  set  for  other  powers. 

They  then  took  leave,  with  the  usual  exchange  of  compli- 
ments.    At  then-  departure  his  Majesty  personally  conducted 
^^lem  through  various  apartments  until  they  came  to  the 
H^mber  of  his  mistress,  the  Duchess  of  Beaufort,  then  lying 
'     in  childbed.     Here  he  drew  wide  open  the  bed-curtains,  and 
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then  States'  minister  in  France,  she  will  bring  us  to  the 
brink  of  the  precipice,  that  we  may  then  throw  ourselves  into 
her  arms  in  despairj^ 

The  queen  was  in  truth  resolved  to  conclude  a  peace  if  a 

^keace  could  be  made.     K  not,  she  was  determined  to  make 

^Kfi  good  a  bargain  with  the  States  as  possible,  in  regard  to 

^■he  long  outstanding  account  of  her  advances.     Certainly  it 

^nraa  not  unreasonable  that  she  should  wish  to  see  her  ex« 

chequer  reimbursed  by  people  who,  as   she  believed,  were 

rolling  in  wealth,  the  fruit  of  a  contraband  commerce  which 

she   denied  to   her  own  subjects,  and  who  were  in  honour 

■ix>und  to  pay  their  debts  to  her  now,  if  they  wished  her  aid 

^4o  be  continued.   Her  subjects  were  impoverished  and  panting 

for  peace,  and  although,  as  she  remarked,  "  their  sense  of 

duty  restrained  them  from  the  slightest  disobedience  to  her 

absolute  commands,"  still  she  rould  not  forgive  herself  for 

thus  exposdog  them  to  perpetual  danger.^' 

She  preferred  on  the  whole,  however,  that  the  common- 
irealth  should  consent  to  its  own  dissolution ;  for  she  thought 
unreasonable  that — after  this  war  of  thirty  years,  during 
leen  of  which  she  had  herself  actively  assisted  them — these 
epublican  Calvinists  should  refuse  to  retuni  to  the  domiuion 
"their  old  tyrant  aud  the  pope.     To  Barneveld,  Maurice  o 
7a£8au,and  the  States-General  this  did  not  seem   a  very 
'logical  termination  to  so  much  hard  fighting. 

Accordingly,  when  on  the  26th  of  May  the  two  envoys 
Hfell  on  their  knees — as  the  custom  was — before  the     26  M«y, 
^Kreat  queen,  and  had  been  raised  by  her  to  their      ^^®^' 
^Ket   again,   they  found    her  Majesty   in  marvellously  ill- 
humour.     Olden-Barneveld  recounted  t<f  her  the  results  of 
their  mission  to  France,  and  said  that  from  beginning  to  end 
it  had  been  obvious  that  there  could  be  no  other  issue.     The 
king  wtis  indifferent,  he  had  said,  whether  the  States  preferred 


**  Aeiwens  to  Olden-Barneveld,  29 
Ibv.  long,  in  Deventer,  248-250. 

»*  •'  Et  nonobstant  que  Sa  Ma«.  le 
dire  avecq  on  aiogulier  oonten- 
it  qxie  k'ur  debToir  lea  retient  de 


la  moindre  d<«)bei«wncie  contra   sea 
Al»4ohitca  cominftudemeuts,"  See.  Ac— 
Propuedtiou  by  Vere  and  Gilpin  tc  the 
StAteA-Generai,  29  Janet,  1598,  in  De 
1  venter,  ii.  2.59,  aeqq. 
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The  envoy  endeavoured  to  sooth  her,  urging  that  as  she 
had  gained  flie  reputation  over  the  whole  world  of  adminis- 
tering her  affairs  with  adrairahle,  yea  with  almost  divine 
wisdom,  she  should  now  make  use  of  that  sagacity  in  the 
present  very  difficult  matter.  She  ought  to  helieve  that  it  was 
not  evil  passion,  nor  ambition,  nor  ohstinacy  that  prevented 
the  States  from  joining  in  these  negotiations,  but  the  determi- 
nation to  maintain  their  national  existence,  the  Christian 
religion,  and  their  ancient  liberties  and  laws.  They  did  not 
pretend,  he  snid,  to  be  wiser  than  great  monarchs  or  their 
counsellors,  but  the  difference  between  their  fonn  of  govern- 
ment and  a  monarchy  must  be  their  excuse. 

lilonarchs,  when  they  made  treaties,  remained  masters,  and 
could  protect  their  realms  and  their  subjects  from  danger. 
The  States-GJenera!  could  not  accept  a  prince  witliout  placing 
themselves  under  his  absolute  authority,  and  the  Nether- 
landers  would  never  subject  themselves  to  their  deadly  enemy, 
whom  they  had  long  ago  solemnly  renounced.'** 

Surely  these  remarks  of  the  Advocate  should  have  seemed 
entirely  unanswerable.  Surely  there  was  no  politician  in 
Europe  so  ignorant  as  not  to  know  that  any  treaty  of  peace 
Ijetwcen  Philip  and  the  States  meant  their  unconditional 
subjugation  and  the  complete  abolition  of  thft  Protestant 
religion.  Least  of  all  did  the  Queen  of  England  rerpiire 
information  on  this  great  matter  of  state.  It  was  cruel 
triiling  therefore,  it  was  inhuman  insolence  on  her  part^  to 
suggest  anything  like  a  return  of  the  States  to  the  dominion 
of  Spain. 

Bat  her  desire  for  peace  and  her  determination  to  get  back 
her  money  overpowered  at  that  time  all  other  considerations. 

The  States  wished  to  govern  themselves,  she  said ;  why 
then  could  they  not  make  arrangements  (gainst  all  dangers, 
and  why  could  they  not  lay  down  conditions  under  which  the 


dnt  py  nif^l  en  wilde  nochte  cm  Itnnrlo 
den  StrtU'n  vordtir  aaaiHtrrcu,  flnt  sy 
hensolven  wiltlfn  TCTlaten,  dat  8y 
IsQger  hfipf  a-ssistnntip  bii(l<lp  gedaen 
bIs  het  ortrlo^e  v«n  Troien  hftdde  ge- 
duurt,  Beggpnde  det  sy  eot  wm  geweest 


HlncTide  solrkc  nsslskinlip  acn  orw  ende 
'  dPD  Goninck  vnn  Vrnm-kn'ok  dftt  het 
I  niet  den  pftSsitD  en  wneren  ^ie  deStaten 

dus  obsiinaet  hidden." — VerhAal,  &c., 

2H6. 

1"  Ibid.  237. 
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Dfesaed  by  the  majority  of  limg  EDglisbmen,  and  to  place 
upon  her  yacant  throne  a  Spanish,  German,  or  Italian  prmce, 
fOB  as  much  her  enemy  as  he  was  the  foe  of  his  ancient 
bjects  in  the  Netherlands.     At  tliat  very  epoch  Philip  was 
[tpied  in  reminding  the   pope  that  the  two  had  always 
as  to  the  justice  of  the  claims  of  the  Infanta  Isabella 
I  the  English  crown,  and  calling  on  his  Holiness  to  sustain 
^ose  pretensions,  now  that  she  had  been  obliged,  in  conse- 
Inence  of  the  treaty  witli  the  Prince  of  Bi^arne,  to  renounce 
her  right  to  reign  over  France,-' 

Certainly  it  was  fair  enough  for  the  qneen  and  her  coim- 
Bcllers  to  stand  out  for  an  equitable  arrangement  of  the 
debt ;  but  there  was  much  to  dispute  in  the  figures.  When 
was  ever  an  account  of  filteen  years*  standing  adjusted, 
whether  between  nations  or  individuals,  without  much 
wrangling  ?  Meantime  her  5Tajesty  held  excellent  security 
in  two  thriving  and  most  important  Nether] and  cities.  But 
^pd  the  States  consented  to  re-establish  the  Spanish  authority 
Brer  the  whole  of  theii-  little  Protestant  repnWic,  was  there 
an  Enghsh  child  so  ignorant  of  arithmetic  or  of  history  as 
not  to  see  how  vast  would  be  the  peril,  and  how  incalculable 
^e  expense,  thus  caused  to  England  ? 
Yet  besides  the  Cecils  and  the  lord  high  admiral,  other  less 
luential  counsellors  of  the  crown — even  the  upright  and 
complished  Buckhurst,  who  had  so  often  proved  his  friend- 
lip  for  the  States — were  in  favour  of  negotiation.  There 
^re  many  conferences  with  meagre  results.  The  English- 
ken  urged  that  the  time  had  come  for  the  States  to  repay 
the  queen's  advances,  to  relievo  her  from  future  subsidies, 
to  assume  the  payment  of  the  garrisons  in  the  cautionary 


I  21  <•  Y  flqni  sera  bion  qne  eoordeia  a 
1  S«nf .  BsjimLuno  lo  quo  mas  de  una 
E  iM  ha  diobo  de  quaulo  dcaeaba  en- 
fir  lu  iiUcoi.iuu  du  k.  Infanta  mi 
aja  a  YDglatorm  quedando  reyno  por 
si  y  nUntiaiido  jxira  ello  \m  impMli- 
montna  de  Fmncia  y  aun  procumudo 
an  HTudii  en  coiii^ideracirin  do  rtniitir 
leu  de«ta  parte  ]o9  grandea  derecbofl 
da  la  Infanta  y  tambien  loe  mios  a  la 


reoompenaa  de  las  cxcesivoa  gnatos 
hdchod  en  8U  beneficto  y  verub  ai  por 
aqoi  poilreu  incUnor  a!  papa  a  que 
trata  de  deaunir  a  fjianocees  de  ingleaes, 
noordando  a  Ina  fmnceeea  que  los  in- 
glesea  acm  efiu  nntiquos  enemigoK, "  &c. 
ftc^PhiUp  to  Dakeof  8efia,hi8  envoy 
at  Rome,  K*  March,  1597.  (Arch,  de 
Simancaa  MS.) 
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enemy.  Should  she  decide  to  treat,  she  would  not  be  un- 
aundfiil  of  their  interests,  she  said,  nor  deliver  them  over 
into  the  enemy's  hands.  She  repeated,  however,  the  absurd 
opinion  that  there  were  means  enough  of  making  Philip 
Bominal  sovereign  of  all  the  Netherlands,  without  allowing 
him  to  exercise  any  authority  over  them.  As  if  the  most 
Catholic  and  most  absolute?  monarch  that  ever  breathed  could 
bo  tied  down  by  the  cobwebs  of  constitutional  or  treaty 
Btipnlfttions ;  as  if  the  previous  forty  years  could  be  effaced 
from  the  record  of  history. 

She  asked,  too,  in  ease  the  rumours  of  the  iut.ended 
transfer  of  the  Netherlands  to  the  cardinal  or  the  Infanta 
sliould  prove  true,  which  she  doubted,  whether  this  arrange- 
ment would  make  any  difference  in  the  sentiments  of  the 
States. 

fcI3aruoveld  replied  that  the  transfer  was  still  uncertain,  but 
it  tliey  had  no   more  confidence  in  the  cardinal  or  the 
Infanta  than  in  the  King  of  Spain  himself. 

On  taking  leave  of  the  queen  the  envoys  waited  upon  Lord 
Burghley,  whom  they  found  sitting  in  an  arm-chair  in  his 
bedchamber,  suffering  from  the  gout  and  with  a  very  fierce 

Kuntenance.^  He  made  no  secret  of  his  opinious  in  favour 
negotiation,  said  that  the  contracts  made  by  monarchs 
ould  always  be  interpreted  reasonably,  and  pronoimced  a 
warm  eulogy  on  the  course  pursued  by  the  King  of  France. 
It  was  his  Majesty's  duty,  he  said,  to  seize  the  best  oppor- 
tunity for  restoring  repose  to  his  subjects  and  his  realms,  and 
it  was  the  duty  of  other  sovereigns  to  do  the  same. 

The  envoys  replied  that  they  were  not  disposed  at  that 
moment  to  sit  in  judgment  upon  the  king's  actions.     They 
Mpald  content  themselves  with  remarking  that    in    their 
^^inion  even  kings   and  princes  were  bound  by  tlieir  con- 
tracts, oaths,  and  pledges  before  God  and  man ;  and  with  tliis 
wholesome    sentiment  they  took  leave    of   the  lord  high 
urer.* 

**  TooneDdeeenflergelMt."— Ver-  I     «*  "Wv  seyden  dnt  ooa  niei  toe  eo 
»I.  Ac,  2iSk  I  itonde  van  de  octie  van  don  OocU&ek 
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Tliey  left  London  immediatoly,  on  the  last  day  of  May, 
31  Mny,  withont  psasporta  or  despatchea  of  recal,  and  em- 
1598.  barked  at  Gravesond  in  the  midst  of  a  ^\e  of  wini 
Lord  Essex,  the  sincere  friend  of  the  republic,  was  both 
surprised  and  disturbed  at  their  sudden  departure,  and  aeot 
a  speeial  courier  after  them  to  express  his  regrets  at  the 
unsatisfactory  termination  to  their  mission.  **  My  mistrett 
knows  very  well,"  said  he,  *'  that  she  is  an  absolute  princoB* 
and  that,  when  her  ministers  haye  done  their  extreme  dutr, 
she  wills  what  she  wills."  ^"^ 

The  negotiations  between  England  and  Spain  were  de- 
ferred, however,  for  a  brief  space,  and  a  special  message  %u 
despatched  to  the  Hague  as  to  the  arrangement  of  the  dfik^ 
"Peace  at  once  ^ith  PhQip,'*  said  the  queen,  **or  ebd^^^fj 
satisfaction  of  my  demands." 

Now  it  was  close  dealing  between  such  Tery  thrifty  and 
acute  bargainers  as  the  queen  and  the  Netherland  republic. 

Two  years  before,  the  States  had  offered  to  pay  twenty 
thousand  pounds  a  year  on  her  Majesty's  birthday  »  long 
as  the  war  should  last,  and  after  a  peace,  eighty  thoonnd 
pounds  annually  for  four  years."  The  queen,  on  her  part, 
fixed  the  sum  total  of  the  debt  at  nearly  a  million  and  a  half 
sterling,  and  required  instant  payment  of  at  least  one  hntt* 
dred  thousand  pounds  on  account,  besides  provision  fori 
considerable  annual  refunding,  assumption  by  the  StetM  d 
the  whole  cost  of  the  garrisons  in  the  cautionary  toimsy  wd 
assurance  of  assistance  in  case  of  an  attack  upon  EngUad." 
Thus  there  was  a  whole  ocean  between  the  dispatontsi 

Vere  and  Gilpin  were  protocolling  and  marshallii]^  •^ 
counts  at  the  Hague,  and  conducting  themselres  with  miidi 
arrogance  and   bitterness,  while,  meantime,  Bomereld  bad 


to  oordelon  mncr  dat  wy  memden  dat 
oock  Coninrren  ende  Prinsen  nen  haer 
contmcten,  belofteti  ende  eeden  voor 
Grtlt  endu  du  wcrelt  yerbonden  wareu  ; 
dnornicde  \ry  van  den  voonchr. 
Ucen.^  fi^N.t«  TTG«orier  Kvn  eeichey- 
den."— Verha&l,  &o.,  244. 
••  E«ex  to  Nanao  and  Olden-Bnr- 


ncvdd«  22  May,  1598.  (O.  a> 

*'  Et  que  ma  maitMHe  wtalt  Um 
qu'ellD  est  prinoeaBO  Abaolwv  fli  ^ 
quant  aes  in<Ti{<ilTf!!i  ont  fiut  lc«<i^ 
tremo  dcv>  ^  '     oc  qaflfl* 

TOUlt.'*— I'' 

•^  Agrecu..  „.  .„  1^..,  iV.  211 
»  Meteran,  406.    D«Tart«r,  B.  SR 
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Jy  had  time  to  set  liis  foot  on  hie  native  sLorea  before  lie 
was  sent  back  again  to  England  at  the  head  of  another 
solemn  legation.  One  more  eflort  was  to  be  made  to 
»nge  this  financial  problem  and  to  defeat  the  Kuglish 
party, 
iie  offer  of  the  year  1596  just  alluded  to  was  renewed  and 
antly  rejected.  Natural ly  enough,  the  Dutch  envoys  were 
ed,  in  the  exhausting  warfare  which  was  so  steadily 
itfning  their  finances,  to  pay  down  aa  little  as  possible  on 
nail,  wliile  providing  for  what  they  considered  a  liberal 
aanuul  sinking  fund. 

fSlie  English,  on  the  contrary,  were  for  a  good  round  sum 
actual    cash,   and   held   the  threatened  negotiation  with 
Spain  over  the  heads  of  the  imfortmiate  envoys  like  a  whip. 

So  the  queen's  counsellors  and  tlie  republican  envoys  tra- 
velled again  and  again  over  the  well-wom  path. 
the  2!.Hh  June,  Buckhurst  took  Olden-Barneveld 
his  cabinet  and  opened  his  heart  to  him,  not  as  a  servant 
er  Majesty,  he  said,  but  as  a  private  Englishman."  He 
entii-ely  for  peace.  Now  that  peace  was  offered  to  her 
ft  a  continuation  of  the  war  was  unrighteous,  and  the 
^rd  God's  blessing  could  not  bo  upon  it.  Without  God's 
sing  no  resistance  could  be  made  by  the  queen  nor  by  the 
es  to  the  enemy,  who  was  ten  times  more  powerful  than 
ber  Majesty  in  kingdoms,  provinces,  number  of  subjects,  and 
money.  He  had  the  pope,  the  emperor,  the  Dukes  of  Savoy 
and  Lorraine,  and  the  republic  of  Genoa,  for  his  allies.  He 
red  that  the  war  might  come  upon  England,  and  that  they 
fht  be  fated  on  one  single  day  to  win  or  lose  all.  The 
en  possessed  nn  mines,  and  was  obliged  to  carry  on  the 
'  by  taxing  her  people.  Tlie  kiug  had  ever-flowing  fonn- 
in  his  mines ;  the  queen  nothing  but  a  stagnant  pool, 
^ich,  when  all  the  water  was  pumped  out,  must  in  the 
end  be  dry.  He  concluded,  therefore,  that  as  her  Majesty 
no  allies  but  the  Netherlands,  peace  was  best  for  England, 


'  Oonfbnnae  between  OldcEn-Barneyeld  and  Buckhont,  in  Derenter,  ii. 
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and  advisable  for  the  provimjos.     Arrangements  could  easily 
be  made  to  limit  the  absolute  authority  of  Spain." 

This  highly  tigurative  view  of  the  subject^ — more  beeomiiigto 
the  author  of  Ferrex  and  Porrox  than  to  so  experienced  a  atat«fr 
man  as  Sackville  had  become  since  his  dramatic  days — did  not 
much  impress  BarnevekL  He  ansNvered  that,  although  tlie  King 
of  Spain  was  untjuestionably  very  powerful,  tlie  I^ord  God  wm 
Btill  stronger;  that  England  and  the  Xetherland*  together 
could  maintain  the  empire  of  the  seas,  which  was  of  iJie 
utmost  importance,  es^K^cially  for  England;  but  that  if  die 
republic  were  to  make  her  submission  to  Spain,  and  beoouw 
incorporate  with  that  power,  the  control  of  the  seas  was  lost 
for  ever  to  England.^' 

The  Advocate  added  the  unanswerable  argument  that  to 
admit  Philip  as  sovereign,  and  then  to  attempt  a  limitatioo 
of  his  despotism,  was  a  foohsh  dream. 

Buckhurst  repeated  that  the  republic  was  the  only  ally  of 
England,  that  there  was  no  confidence  to  l>e  placed  by . 
in  any  other  power,  and  that  for  himself  ho  was,  as  aln 
very  much  the  friend  of  the  States. 

Oldeu-Bameveld  might  well  have  prayed,  however,  to ' 
delivered  from  such  friends.     To  thrust  one's  head  intodtf' 
hon*8  mouth,  while  one's  friends  urge  moderation  on  the  nuU* 
animal,  can  never  be  considered  a  cheerful  or  prudent  pro- 
ceeding. 

At  last,  after  all  offers  had  been  rejected  which  the  en»oy« 
had  ventured  to  make,  Elizabeth  sent  for  Olden-Bameveld  aotl 
Caron  aod  demanded  their  ultimatum  within  twenty-four 
hours.  Sliould  it  prove  unsatisfactory,  she  would  at  ODOA 
make  peace  >vith  Spain.^ 

On  the  1st  August  the  envoys  accordingly  propoeed ' 
Cecil  and  the  other  ministere  to  pay  thirty  thuustmd  pound*  i 
year,  instead  of  twenty  thousand,  so  long  as  the  war  ehoiild 
hist,  but  tliey  claimed  the  right  of  redeeming  the  caatioDAi]r 
towns  at  one  hundred  thousand  pounds  each.     This 


*  Conferwioo,  &o.,  iM  gup.  •»  ttid. 

B  Uinatea  of  btden-BamevelcL   Devenier  a  267,  S6& 
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admissible,  and  Cecil  and  his  cnlleagiies  pronounced  the 
ftffair  arranged.  But  they  had  reckoned  without  the  queen 
after  all. 

Elizabeth  sent  for  Caron  as  soon  as  she  heard  of  the 
agreement,  flew  into  a  great  rage,  refused  the  terms,  swore 
that  she  would  instantly  make  peace  with  Spain,  and  thun- 
dered loudly  against  her  ministers. 

"  They  were  great  beasts/'  she  said,  "  if  they  had  stated 
that  she  would  not  treat  with  the  enemy.  She  had  mei-ely 
intended  to  defer  the  negotiations."^ 

^So  the  whole  business  was  to  be  done  over  again.     At  last 
^B  sum  claimed  by  the  queen,  fourteen  hundred  thousand 
'  pounds,  was  reduced  by  agreement  to  eight  hundred  thousand, 
^d  one-half  of  this  the  envoys  undertook  on  the  part  of 
^P  States  to  refund  in  annual  payments  of  thirty  thousand 
pounds,  while  the  remaining  four  hundred  thousand  should 
be  provided  for  by  some  subsequent  arrangement.     All  at- 
tempts, however,  to  obtain  a  promise  from  the  queen  to 
restore  the  cautionary  towns  to  the  republic  in  case  of  a  peace 
between  8pain  and  England  remained  fotile." 

That  was  to  be  a  bone  of  contention  for  many  years. 
^Bt  was  further  agreed  by  the  treaty,  winch  was  definitely 
Signed  on  the  l(Jth  August,  that,  in  case  England      m  Aug. 
^ere  invadeil  by  the  common  enemy,  the   States      *^^^- 
should  send  to  the  queen^s  assistance  at  least  thirty  ships 
of  war,  besides  five  thousand  ini'antry  and  five  squadrons  of 
horse.** 


"  ••By  waxen  groole  beeston,  indien    liflAlvftn  DuiTOnflordo Olden 
wv  ODB  gwn'it  liadden  d&t  sy  niet  met 
i4(>^  viiunl  tmcti^reTi  anude;   ey  wildo 


Barneveli. 

208. 


an  groo( 

liadden  d&t  sy  niet  met    ouz,"  cited  by  Deventer,  iL 
ren  anude  ;    ey  wildo        **  Ibid. 
igealecLtjidiflcreren."— Vex-  |      «  Treaty,  apud  Bor,  IV.  476-478, 
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CHAPTER   XXXV. 

t  Mrr-K  Fnoer  nd  Sfam — Goticiiiaon  of  the  treaty  of  peiee- 
i  :i±ig  a^ipisx*  c^&«  F^eocLiMbks— Transfer  of  the  Ketberludi 
I'  jLTrvr:  ia£  Is^Za — Mjirrttfe  of  the  In&nte  and  the  Infiuitt  —  HIdm 
if  r^tZs  ZL — H:c=^  sissv  of  hu  makdy  —  His  last  hours  and  deaft 

—  2«vi:v  i^iv  secB  —  Extent  of  &e  Spanish  dominions  —  Ouuetoftbe 
p^~ii^»  3f  Swfc""',  sAi  d  its  downfall  —  FhiUp's  wara  and  their  ezpenM 

—  Tie  Crrwr  ?=^iBraai  «f  Spain  —  Chancier  of  the  people  —  Their  in* 
cats*  Kif-MOiai  —  0:BK<q^eQ  deficiency  (rf*  khonr  —  Ecclesiastital  G<^ 
wgaoMst^i  —  JTi  ■■iiiiscf  tLeQunch — Qiuacteiisticsaf  the  Spamahckiisy 

—  FTBaL^T  a.maiig':ie  <£  Spain  —  Goronmental  system  of  Philip  H.- 
T  tnasK  :it  ±tf  ^-fslkz  injcanoe  and  soperstition — Extinction  of  libotf 
n  ^Mji  —  T^  H.-vy  laqpsskn  —  The  work  and  character  of  Philqi. 

Whtle  lie  t3«lT  huven  conferences  had  been  going  on  at 
Azpfrs  aad  Xuxtes  between  Henry  IV.  and  the  repnblicia 
tCTTv?^  i»f  I>f•^^dations  bad  been  proceeding  at  Vervins. 

r*r:>:ir-:  Ki'.iiiric-t  on  behalf  of  Spain,  and  Secretarrof 
SiiTc   Villfr-.T  is  cniLiUsioner  of  Henry,  were  the  chief 

7w  .".i  i^q-Ain:AIloes,  two  ancient  Leaguers,  two  bitter 
r.i::  T>i ::  Pr.  restoiits  and  rebels,  two  thorough  adepts  in  diplo- 
r^.-:.;  :r.:.':ir.-\  thev  went  into  this  contest  like  gladiators 
«  -     :..  r  "j'l.y  :;*::  urst-xxl  and  respected  each  other's  skill 

;^.  '.  .ir:  :  w.is  rv\\\ri:iseTi  bv  all  as  the  sharpest  and  most 
;:r.-;r.::  ;:*:r.5  pxuioian  in  the  obedient  Netherlands.  Villero)' 
ha.:  v\ :.,:;: -^tcxl  every  intrigue  of  France  during  a  whole  gene- 
ra::;:: t.:"  r.;:»::kind.  Tbey  scarcely  did  more  than  measure 
s-^vr.is  av.vi  tjsi  o;u^h  other's  objects,  before  arrinng  at  aeon- 
v:\'::.i;  as  tv^  ijio  inevitable  result  of  the  encounter. 

h  was  v^bvious  at  once  to  Villeroy  that  Philip  was  deter- 

iniiu\l  to  make  jx'ace  with  France  in  order  that  the  triple 

alliaiuv  miirht  l>e  broken  up.     It  was  also  known  to  the 

'  K»lrt«v^u  del  PresiJoute  Richardot,  April,  1598.   (Arch,  de  Simancaa MS.] 
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French  diplomatist  tliat  the  Spanisli  king  was  ready  for 
almost  every  concession  to  Henry,  in  order  that  tiiia  object 
might  be  accomplished. 

All  that  Richardot  hoped  to  save  out  of  the  various  con- 
qneets  made  by  Spain  over  France  was  Calais. 

But  Villeroy  told  hita  that  it  was  useless  to  say  a  word  on 
that  subject.  His  king  insisted  on  the  restoration  of  the 
place.  Otherwise  he  would  make  no  peace.  It  was  enough, 
he  said,  that  Ids  Majesty  said  nothing  about  Navarre. 

Eichardot  urged  that  at  the  time  when  the  English  had  con- 
quered Calais  it  had  belonged  to  Artois,  not  to  France.  It 
was  no  more  than  equitible,  then,  that  it  should  bo  retained 
by  it«  original  proprietor. 

The  general  of  the  Franciscans,  who  acted  as  a  kind  of 
umpire  in  the  transactions,  then  took  each  negotiator  sepa- 
rately aside  and  whispered  in  his  ear.* 

Villeroy  shook  his  head,  and  said  he  had  given  his  ulti- 
matum. Eichardot  acknowledged  that  he  had  something  in 
reserve,  upon  which  the  monk  said  that  it  was  time  to  make 
it  known. 

Accordingly — the  two  being  all  ears — Richardot  obsei-ved 
tliat  what  he  was  about  to  state  he  said  with  fear  and  trem- 
bling. He  knew  not  what  the  King  of  Spain  would  think  of 
his  proposition,  but  he  would,  nevertheless*  utter  the  sug- 
gestion that  Calais  should  be  handed  over  to  the  pope.* 

His  Holiness  would  keep  the  city  in  pledge  until  the  war 
with  the  rebels  was  over,  and  then  tliere  would  be  leisure 
enough  to  make  definite  an-angements  on  the  subject. 

Now  Villeroy  was  too  experienced  a  practitioner  to  be 
imposed  upon  by  this  ingenious  artifice.  Sloreover,  he  hap- 
pened to  have  an  intercepted  letter  in  his  possession  in  wliich 
Philip  told  the  cardinal  that  Calais  was  to  be  given  up  if  the 
French  made  its  restitution  a  sine  qua  nan.  So  Villeroy  did 
make  it  a  sine  qtid  non^  and  the  conferences  soon  after  ter- 
Diiuated  in  an  agi-eement  on  the  part  of  Spain  to  surrender  all 
its  conquests  in  France.* 

3  BdazioD.  &o.  (Axch.  de  Sim.  MS.)  "  Ibid.  -•  Ibid. 
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France.  Thirty-two  millions  of  livres  were  not  sufficient  to 
satisfy  the  claims  of  these  patriots,  most  of  whom  had  been 
drawing  enormous  pensions  from  the  King  of  Spain  up  to  the 
very  moment,  or  beyond  it,  when  they  consented  to  acknow- 
ledge the  sovereign  of  their  own  country.  Scarcely  a  great 
name  in  the  golden  book  of  Franco  but  was  recorded  among 
these  bills  of  sale. 

Jlayenne,  Lorraine,  Quise,  Nemours,  Mercoeur,  Mont- 
pensier,  Joyeuse,  Epemon,  Brissac,  D'ArUncourt,  Balagny, 
Rochefort,VilIeroy,Yi liars,  Montespau,  Leviston,  Beauvillars, 
and  countless  others,  figured  in  the  great  fijiancier's  teirible 
aocount^book,  from  Mayenne,  set  down  at  the  cool  amount 
of  three  and  a  half  millions,  to  Beauvoir  or  Beauvillars  at 
the  more  modest  price  of  a  hundred  and  sixty  thousand 
llTrea.  **  I  shoidd  appal  my  readers,"  said  De  Be'thime,  "  if 
I  should  show  to  them  that  this  sum  makes  but  a  very  small 
part  of  the  amounts  demanded  trom  the  royal  treasury,  either 
by  Frenclimen  or  by  strangers,  as  pay  and  pension,  and  yet 
the  total  was  thirty-two  millions."" 

And  now  the  most  Catholic  king,  having  brought  himself 
at  last  to  exchange  the  grasp  of  friendship  witli  the  great 
ex-'heretic,  and  to  recognize  the  Prince  of  Beame  as  the  legi- 
timate successor  of  St.  Louis,  to  prevent  which  consumma- 
tion he  had  squandered  so  mitiiy  thousands  of  lives,  so  many 
millions  of  treasure,  and  bronght  ruin  to  so  many  prosperous 
countries,  prgfrtired  himself  for  another  step  which  he  had 
long  hesitat^^d  to  take. 

(|fle  resolved  to  transfer  the  Netherlands  to  his  daughter 
sabella  and  to  the  Cardinal  Archduke  Albert,  who,  as  the 
king  had  now  decided,  was  to  espouse  the  Infanta 

The  deed  of  cession  was  signed  at  Madrid  on  the  6tli  May, 
1598.     It  wt\s  accompanied  by  a  letter  of  tho  same      6  May, 
date  from  the  Prince  l*hilip,  heir  apparent  to  the      '^**** 
crown. 
On  tho  30th  May  the  Infanta  executed  a  procuration  by 
iich  she   gave  absolute  authority  to  her  future  husband 
«  Sully.    »[emoire8,  lib.  x,  5G0. 
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The  republican  Netherlanders  only  langlied  at  tbcae 
arrangements,  and  treated  the  invitation  to  transfer  them- 
Belvea  to  the  new  sovereigns  of  the  provinces  with  silent 
contempt.* 

The  cardinal-archduke  left  Brussels  in  September,  ha\ing 
accomplished  the  work  committed  to  him  by  tlie  i4Sept. 
power  of  attorney,  and  having  left  Cardinal  Andrew  ^^^^» 
of  Austria,  bishop  of  Constantia,  son  of  the  Archduke 
Ferdinand,  to  administer  uiTairs  during  his  absence.  Francis 
lie  Mendoza,  Admiral  of  Arragon,  was  entrusted  with  the 
npreme  military  command  for  the  same  interval. 

The  double  marriag*?.  of  the  Infante  of  Spain  with  the 
Archduchess  Jklargaret  of  Austria,  and  of  the  unfrocked 
Cardinal  Albert  of  Austria  with  the  Infanta  Clara  Eugenia 
Isabella,  was  celebrated  by  proxy,  with  immense  pomp,  at 
Ferrara,  the  pope  Iiimsolf  officiating  with  the  triple  crown 
up<jn  his  bead,* 

3Ieantime,  Philip  11.,  who  had  been  of  delicate  consti- 
tution all  his  life,  and  who  had  of  late  years  been  a  con- 
firmed videtudinariau,  had  been  rapidly  failing  ever  since  the 
transfer  of  the  Netherlands  in  May.  Longing  to  be  once 
more  in  his  ftwourite  retirement  of  the  Escorial,  he  undertook 
the  journey  towards  tiie  beginning  of  June,  and  was  carried 
thither  from  Madrid  in  a  litter  borne  by  servants,  accom- 
plis^hing  the  journey  of  seven  leagues  in  six  days. 

When  he  reached  the  palace  L'loister,  4ie  was  unable  to 
Ititand.  The  gout,  his  life-long  companion,  had  of  late  bo 
tortnred  him  in  the  hands  and  feet  that  the  mere  touch  of  a 
linen  sheet  was  painful  to  him.  By  tiie  middle  of  July 
a  low  fever  bad  attacked  him,  which  rapidly  reduced 
his  strength.  Moreover,  a  new  and  terrible  s)'mptom  of  the 
utter  disintegration  of  liis  physical  constitution  had  presentetl 
itself.  Imposthumes,  from  wliich  he  harl  suflered  on  the 
breast  and  at  the  joints,  had  been  opened  after  tlie  usual 
ripeninj^  applications,  and  the  result  was  not  the  hoped  relief, 
but  swarms  of  vermin,  innumerable  in  quantities,  and  im- 
•  Bor,  IV.  467.  '  Ihid.  470-472. 
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His  first  thought  was  to  request  the  papal  nuncio,  Gaetano, 
to  despatch  a  special  courier  to  Rome  to  request  the  ix>pe*8 
henediction.  This  was  done,  and  it  was  destined  that  the 
blessing  of  his  Iloliness  should  arrive  in  time. 

He  next  prepared  himself  to  make  a  general  confession, 
which  lasted  three  days,  father  Diego  having  draAvn  up  at  liis 
request  a  full  and  searching  interrogatory.  The  confession 
may  have  been  made  the  more  simple,  however,  by  tho 
statement  which  he  made  to  the  priest,  and  subsequently 
repeated  to  the  Infante  his  son,  that  in  all  his  Ufe  he  had 
never  consciously  done  WTong  to  any  one.  If  he  had  ever 
committed  an  act  of  injustice,  it  was  unwittingly,  or  l)ecause 
he  had  been  deceived  in  tho  circumstances.  This  internal 
conviction  of  general  righteousness  was  of  great  advantage  to 
him  in  the  midst  of  his  terrible  siifTcrings,  and  accounted 
in  great  degree  for  the  gentleness,  thoughtfulnoss  for  othoi-s, 
and  perfect  benignity,  which,  acconling  to  the  unanimous 
testimony  of  many  witnesses,  characterised  his  conduct  during 
this  whole  sickness. 

After  he  had  completed  his  long  general  confession,  the 
sacrament  of  the  Lord's  Supper  was  administered  to  him. 
Subsequently,  the  same  rites  were  more  briefly  performed 
every  few  days. 

Hia  sufferings  were  horrible,  but  no  saint  could  have 
manifested  in  them  more  gentle  resignation  or  angelic 
patience.  He  moralized  on  the  condition  to  which  the 
greatest,  princes  might  thus  be  brought  at  last  by  the  hand  of 
God,  and  bade  the  prince  observe  well  his  fathers  present 
condition,  in  order  that,  when  he  too  should  be  laid  thus  low, 
he  might  likewse  he  sustained  by  a  conseienco  void  of 
offence.  He  constantly  thanked  his  assistants  ami  nurses  for 
their  care,  insisted  upon  their  reposing  tliemselves  after  their 
daily  fatigues,  and  ordered  others  to  relieve  them  in  their 
task. 

He  derived  infinite  consolation  from  the  many  relics  of 
Bainta,  of  which,  as  lias  been  seen,  he  had  made  plentiful 
provision  during  his  long  reign.     Especially  a  bone  of  St. 
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The  Adelantado  was  to  come  next,  trailing  the  royal 
standard  along  the  ground.  Then  tho  Duke  of  Novara  was 
to  appear,  bearing  the  crowTi  on  an  open  salver,  covered  with 
a  black  clotli,  whilo  the  Jlarqiiis  of  Avillaer  carried  the 
sword  of  state. 

The  coffin  was  to  be  borne  by  eight  principal  grandees, 
clad  in  mouruing  habiliments,  and  holding  hghted  torches. 

The  heir  apparent  was  to  follow,  attended  by  Don  Garcia 
de  Ijoyasa,  who  had  just  been  coiiswrated,  in  tlie  place  of 
Cardinal  Albert,  as  Archbishop  of  Toledo. 

The  body  was  to  be  brought  to  the  church,  and  placed  in 
the  stately  tomb  already  prepared  for  its  reception.  *'  Mass 
being  performed,"  said  the  king,  "  the  prelate  shall  place  me 
in  the  grave  which  shall  be  my  last  house  until  I  go  to 
my  eternal  dwelling.  Then  the  prince,  third  king  of  my 
name,  shall  go  into  the  cloister  of  St.  Jerome  at  Madrid,  where 
he  shall  keep  nine  days  mourning.  My  daughter,  and  her 
ftont — my  sister,  the  ex-empress — ahall  for  the  same  purpose 
go  to  the  convent  of  the  grey  sisters.*'  ^* 

The  king  then  charged  his  successor  to  hold  the  Infanta  in 
especial  affection  and  consideration ;  "  for,"  said  he,  "  she  has 
been  my  mirror,  yea,  the  light  of  ray  eyes,"  He  also  ordered  , 
that  the  Marquis  of  Mondejar  be  taken  from  prison  and  set 
free,  on  condition  never  to  show  himself  at  Court.  The  wife 
of  Antonio  Perez  was  also  to  be  releaseil  from  prison,  in  order 
that  she  might  be  immured  in  a  cloister,  her  property  being 
bestowed  upon  her  daughters. 

As  this  unfortunate  lady's  only  crime  consisted  in  her 
husband's  intrigue  with  the  king's  mistress,  Princess  Eboli,  in 
which  she  could  scarcely  be  considered  an  accomphce,  this 
permission  to  exchange  one  form  of  incarceration  for  another 
did  not  seem  an  act  of  very  great  benignity. 

Philip  further  provided  that  tliirty  thoustind  masses  should 
be  said  for  his  soul,  five  hundred  slaves  liberated  from  the 
galleys,  and  five  hundred  maidens  provided  with  marriage 
portions. 

•  «»  BoT,  IV.  47a,  474. 
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especially  desirous  tbat  liis  sou  sliould  bo  present,  in  order 
that,  when  he  too  eboiild  come  to  die,  he  might  not  find 
himself,  like  his  father,  in  ignaorance  of  the  manner  in  which 
this  last  sacrament  was  to  be  performed. 

When  it  was  finished  he  described  himself  as  infinitely 
consoled,  and  as  having  derived  even  more  happiness  from 
the  rite  than  he  had  dared  to  anticipate. 

Thenceforth  lie  protested  that  he  would  talk  no  more  of 
the  world's  affairs.  He  had  finished  with  all  tilings  below, 
and  for  the  days  or  hours  still  remaining  to  him  he  would 
keep  his  heart  exclusively  fixed  upon  Heaven.  Day  by  day 
as  he  lay  on  his  couch  of  unutterable  and  almost  unexampled 
misery,  his  confessors  and  others  read  to  him  from  religious 
works,  while  with  perfect  gentleness  ho  would  insist  that 
one  reader  should  relieve  another,  that  none  might  be 
fatigued. 

On   the    11th   September   he    dictated    these    words  to 
Christopher   de   IHoura,   who  was    to   take    them 
to  Diego  de  Yepes,  the  confessor ; — 

"Father  Confessor,  you  are  in  the  place  of  God,  and  I 
protest  thus  before  His  presence  that  I  will  do  all  that  you 
declare  necessary  for  my  salvation.  Thus  upon  you  will  he 
the  responsibility  for  my  omissions,  because  I  am  ready  to 
do  aU." 

Finding  that  the  last  hour  was  approaching,  he  informed 
Don  Fernando  de  Toledo  whtjre  he  could  find  some  candles 
of  our  lady  of  Muntserrat,  one  of  which  ho  desired  to  keep  in 
his  hand  at  the  supremo  moment.  He  also  directed  Buys 
de  Velasco  to  take  from  a  special  shrine — which  he  had 
indicated  to  him  six  years  before — a  crucifix  which  the 
emperor  his  father  had  hold  upon  his  death-bed.  All  this 
was  accomplished  according  to  his  wish. 

He  had  already  made  arrangements  for  his  funeral  pro- 
oessioii,  and  liad  subsequently  provided  all  the  details  of  liis 
agony.  It  was  now  necessary  to  give  orders  as  to  the  par- 
ticulars of  his  burial. 

He  knew  that  decomposition  had  made  such  progress  even 
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of  that  holy  Church  alone  that  he  had  endowed  her  with 
those  provmces,  and  he  now  urged  it  upon  her  with  his  dying 
breath  to  impress  upon  her  future  husband  these  his  com- 
mauds  to  both. 

His  two  children  took  leave  of  him  with  tears  and  sohs. 
As  the  prince  left  the  chamber  he  asked  Don  Christopher 
who  it  was  that  held  the  key  to  the  treasury. 

The  secretary  replied,  "  It  is  I,  Sir."  The  prince  demanded 
that  he  should  give  it  into  his  hands.  But  Don  Christopher 
excused  himself,  saying  that  it  bad  been  entrusted  to  him  by 
the  king,  and  that  without  his  consent  he  could  not  part 
with  it.  Then  the  prince  returned  to  the  king's  chamber, 
foUowetl  by  the  secretary,  who  narrated  to  the  dying  monarch 
what  had  taken  place, 

**You  have  done  wrong,"  said  Pliilip;  whereupon  Don 
Christopher,  bowing  to  the  earth,  'presented  the  key  to  the 
prince. 

The  king  then  feebly  begged  those  about  his  bedside  to 
repeat  the  dying  words  of  our  Saviour  on  the  cross,  in  order 
that  he  might  hear  tlicm  and  repeat  them  in  his  heart  as  his 
eoul  was  taking  flight. 

His  father's  crucifix  was  then  placed  in  his  hands,  and  ho 
said  distinctly,  "I  die  like  a  gnod  Catholic,  in  faith  and 
obedience  to  the  holy  Roman  Church."  Soon  after  these  last 
words  had  been  spoken,  a  paroxysm,  followed  by  faintness, 
ciime  over  him,  and  he  lay  entirely  still. 

They  had  covered  his  face  with  a  cloth,  thinking  that  he 
had  already  expired,  when  he  suddenly  started,  with  great 
energy,  opened  his  eyes,  seized  the  crucifix  again  from  the 
hand  of  Don  Fernando  de  Toledo,  kissed  it,  and  fell  back 
again  into  agony. 

The  archbishoj)  and  the  other  priests  expressed  the  opinion 
that  he  must  have  had,  not  a  paroxysm,  but  a  celestial  vision, 
for  human  powers  woidd  not  have  enabled  him  to  arouse 
himself  so  quickly  and  so  vigorously  as  he  had  done  at  that 
crisis. 


the  highest  intereata  of  the  people.  It  mattere  comparatively 
little  by  what  name  a  government  is  called,  so  long  as  the 
intellectual  and  moral  development  of  mankind,  and  the 
maintenance  of  justice  among  individuals,  are  its  leading 
principles.  A  government,  like  an  individual,  may  remain 
fiir  below  its  ideal ;  but,  without  au  ideal,  governments  and 
individuals  are  alike  contemptible.  It  is  tyranny  only — 
whether  individual  or  popuh^r — that  utters  its  feeble  sneers 

Kthe  idcologistfl,  as  if  mankind  were  brutes  to  whom  in- 
lets were  all  in  all  and  ideas  nothing.  Where  intellect  and 
justice  are  enslaved  by  that  unholy  trinity — Force,  Dogma, 
and  Ignorance — the  tendency  of  governments,  and  of  those 
subjected  to  them,  must  of  necessity  be  retrograde  and 
downward. 

There  can  be  little  doubt  to  those  who  observe  the  move- 
ments of  mankind  during  the  course  of  the  fourteen  centuries 
since  the  fall  of  the  Koman  Empire — a  mere  fragment  of 
human  history — that  its  progress,  however  concealed  or  im- 
peded, and  whether  for  weal  or  woe,  is  towards  democracy  ; 
for  it  is  the  tendency  of  science  to  liberate  and  to  equalize 
the  physical  and  even  the  intellectual  forces  of  humanity. 
A  horse  and  a  suit  of  armoiu'  would  now  hardly  cuablo  the 
fortunate  possessor  of  such  advantages  to  conquer  a  kingdom, 
nor  can  wealth  and  learning  be  monopolised  in  these  latter 
days  by  a  favoured  few.  Yet  veneration  for  a  crown  and  a 
privileged  church— as  if  without  them  and  without  their 
close  connection  with  each  other  law  and  religion  were 
impoflsible — makes  hereditary  authority  sacred  to  great  masses 
of  mankind  in  the  old  world.  The  obligation  is  tho  more 
■faringent,  therefore,  on  men  thus  set  apart  as  it  were  by 
^^Kmordial  selection  for  ruling  and  instructing  their  fellow- 
creatures,  to  keep  their  edicts  and  their  practice  in  harmony 
with  divine  justice.  For  these  rules  cannot  be  violated  with 
impunity  during  a  long  succession  of  years,  and  it  is  usually 
left  for  a  comparatively  innocent  generation  to  atone  for  the 
sins  of  their  forefathers.  K  history  does  not  teach  this  it 
teaches  nothing,  and  tis  the  niles  of  morality,  whether  for 
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ly  the  most  considorablo  Grapire  then  existing,  but  probably 
most  powerful  and  extensive  empire  that  had  ever  been 
aoNTii.  Certainly  never  before  had  so  great  an  agglomera- 
tion of  distinct  and  separate  sovereignties  been  the  result  of 
accident.  For  it  was  owing  to  a  series  of  accidents — in  the 
[>mmoa  acceptation  of  that  term — that  Philip  governed  bo 
lighty  a  realm.  According  to  the  principle  that  vast  tracts 
the  earth's  surface,  vdlh  the  human  beings  feeding  upon 
Hem,  wore  transferable  in  fee-simple  from  one  man  or 
!}man  to  another  by  marriage,  inheritance,  or  gift»  a  hetero- 
ous  collection  of  kingdoms,  principalities,  provinces,  and 
9GS  had  been  consolidated,  without  geographical 
ntinnity,  into  an  artificial  union — the  populations  differing 
Dm  each  other  as  much  as  human  beings  can  differ,  in 
language,  institutions,  and  historical  traditions,  and 
ambling  each  other  in  little,  save  in  being  the  property 
iilike  of  the  same  fortunate  individual. 

Thus  the  dozen  kingdoms  of  Spain,  the  seventeen  pro- 
rinces  of  the  Netherlands,  the  kingdoms  of  the  Two  Sicilies, 
the  duchy  of  Milan,  and  certain  fortresses  and  districts  of 
Tuscany,  in  Europe  j  the  kingdom  of  Barbary,  the  coast  of 
Guinea,  and  an  indefinite  and  unmeasured  ex|mnse  of  other 
Biritory,  in  Africa;  the  controlling  outposts  and  cities  all 
long  the  coast  of  the  two  Indian  peninsulas,  with  as  much  of 
the  country  as  it  seemed  good  to  occupy,  the  straits  and  the 
great  archipelagos,  so  far  as  they  had  been  visited  by  Euro- 
peans, in  Asia ;  Peru,  Brazil,  Mejdco,  the  Antilles — the 
whole  recently-discovered  fourth  quarter  of  the  world  in 
short,  from  the  *'  Land  of  Fire  "  in  the  South  to  the  frozen 
p.  regions  of  tho  North — as  much  territory  as  the  Spanish  and 
Portuguese  sea-captains  could  circumnavigate  and  tho  pope 
in  the  plenitude  of  his  power  and  his  generosity  could  be- 
3W  on  his  fortunate  son,  in  America;  all  this  enormous 
^portion  of  the  habitable  globe  was  the  private  property 
of  Philip,  who  was  the  son  of  Charles,  who  was  tho  eon  of 
Joanna,  who  was  the  daughter  of  Isabella,  whose  husband 
was  Ferdinand.    By  what  seems  to  us  the  most  whimsical 
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it  career  of  maritime  ad  venture  and  discovery  by  wbicli 
ese  repablicans  were  to  make  themselves  famous  will  soori 
igagtj  the  reader's  attention. 

Thaa  the  causes  of  what  is  called  the  greatness  of  Spain 
are  not  far  to  seek.     Spain  was  not  a  nation,  but  a  temporary 
and  factitious  conjunction  of  several  nations,  which  it  was 
im|>03sible  to  fuse  into  a  permanent  whole,  but  over  whose 
ited  resources  a  single  monarch  for  a  time  disposed.     And 
le  very  concentration  of  these  vast  and  unlimited  powers, 
irtuitous  aa  it  was,  in  this  single  hand,  inspiring  the  indi- 
idual,  not  unnaturally,  with  a  consciousness  of  superhuman 
iudeur,  impelled  him  to  those  frantic  and  puerile  efforts  to 
hieve  the  impossible  which    resulted  in  the  downfall   of 
Spain.     The  man  wlio  inherited  so  much  material  greatness 
lieved  liimself  capable  of  destroying  the  invisible  but  omni- 
itent  spirit  of  religious  and  jtolitical  liberty  in  the  Netlier- 
,nds,  of  trampling  out  the  national  existence  of  France  and 
England,   and   of  annexing  those  realms  to  his  empire. 
It  has  been  ray  task  to  relate,  with  much  minuteness,  how 
miserably  his  efforts  failed. 

But  his  resources  were  great,     jVll  Italy  was  in  his  hands, 

with  the  single  exception  of  the  Venetian  republic ;  for  the 

Grand  Duke  of  Florence  and  the  so-called  republic  of  Genoa 

were  little  more  than  his  vassals,  the  pope  was  generally  bis 

^^other  self,  and  the  Duke  of  Savoy  was  his  son-in-law.     Thus 

^Hlis  armies,   numbering   usually  a  hundred  thousand   men, 

^Brere  supplied  from  the  best  jxjssible  sources.     The  Italiana 

^R^'ere  esteemed  the  best  soldiers  for  siege,  assault,  light  akir- 

misliing.    The  German  heavy  troopers  and  arquebuseera  were 

^Uie  most  effective  for  oijcn  field-work,  and  these  were  to  be 

^H>urchaHed  at  reasonable  {>rices  and  to  indefinite  amount  from 

^pftny  of  the  three  or  four  hundred  petty  sovereigns  to  whom 

what  was  called  Germany  belonged.     The  Sicilian  and  Nea- 

|»cjlitan  pikemen,  the  Jldanese  light-horse,  belonged  exclusively 

p      to  Hiilip,  and  were  used,  year  after  year,  for  more  than  a 

^fceiieration  of  mankind,  to  fight  battles  in  which  they  had  no 

^Tiiore  interest  than  hatl  their  fellow-subjects  in  the  Moluccas 
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or  in  Mexico,  but  which  constituted  for  them  personally  as 
lucrative  a  trade  on  the  whole  as  was  afforded  them  at  that  day 
by  any  branch  of  industry. 

fcjilk,  corn,  wine,  and  oil  were  furnished  in  profusion  frum 
these  favoured  regions,  not  tJiat  the  inhabitants  might  enjoy 
life,  and,  by  accumulating  wealth,  increase  the  stuck  of 
human  comfoiis  and  contiibute  to  intellectual  and  Bcieutific 
advancement,  but  in  order  that  the  proprietor  of  the  soil 
might  feed  those  eternal  armies  ever  swarming  from  tiie 
south  to  scatter  desolation  over  the  plains  of  France,  Bu^ 
gundy,  Flanders,  and  Holland,  and  to  make  the  crowu  of 
Spain  and  the  oflSce  of  the  Holy  Inquisition  supreme  over 
the  world.  From  Naples  and  Sicily  were  derived  in  great 
plenty  the  best  materials  and  conveniences  for  ship-building 
and  marino  equipment.  The  galleys  and  the  galley-slavw 
furnished  by  tliese  subject  realms  formed  the  priucipul  part 
of  the  royal  navy.  From  distant  regions,  a  commerce  which 
in  Philip's  days  had  become  oceanic  supplied  the  crown  with 
as  much  revenue  as  could  be  expected  in  a  period  of  grusu 
ignorance  as  to  the  causes  of  the  true  grandeur  and  the 
true  wealth  of  nations.  Especially  from  the  mines  of  3Icxico 
came  on  aimual  average  of  ten  or  twelve  millions  of  precioiu 
metals,  of  which  the  king  took  twenty-five  per  cent  for 
liiraself. 

It  wouW  be  difBcult  and  almost  superfluous  to  indicate  the 
various  rt'sourrea  placed  in  the  hands  of  this  one  pereonage, 
who  thus  controlled  so  large  a  portion  of  the  earth.  All  ihaX 
breathed  or  grew  belonged  to  him,  and  most  steadily  was  the 
stream  of  LIlkxI  and  treasure  poured  through  the  sieve  of  hi« 
perpetual  war.  His  system  was  essentially  a  gigantic  and 
perpetual  levy  of  contributions  in  kind,  and  it  is  only  in  this 
vague  and  unsatisfactory  manner  that  tlie  revenues  of  hit 
empire  can  be  stated.  A  despot  really  keeps  no  accoonti} 
nor  need  to  do  so,  for  he  is  responsible  to  no  man  for  the  wny 
in  which  he  husbands  or  squanders  his  own.  Aloroover,  the 
science  of  statistics  had  not  a  begiiming  of  existence  in  those 
days,  and  the  most  common  facts  can  hardly  be  obtain^ 
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en  by  approximation.  The  iisual  standard  of  value,  the 
comTDodity  wliich  we  call  money — gold  or  silver — is  well 
known  to  be  at  best  a  fallacious  guide  for  estimating  the 
comparative  wealth  of  individuals  or  of  nations  at  widely 
diflerent  epochs.  The  dollar  of  Philip's  day  was  essentially 
the  same  bit  of  silver  that  it  is  in  our  time  in  Spain,  Naples, 
Rome,  or  iVmorica,  but  even  should  an  elaborate  calculation 
be  made  as  to  the  quantity  of  beef  or  bread  or  broadcloth  to 
^e  obtained  for  that  bit  of  silver  in  this  or  that  place  in  the 
Hiddle  of  the  sixteenth  century,  the  result,  as  compai'ed  with 
^koes  no»r  prevalent,  would  show  many  remarkable  discre- 
pancies. Thus  a  biLshel  of  wlicat  at  Antwerp  during  Philip's 
reign  might  cost  a  quarter  of  a  dollar,  in  average  yeare,  and 
there  have  been  seasons  in  our  own  time  when  two  bushels  of 
wheat  could  have  been  bought  for  a  quarter  of  a  dollar  in 
Dliuois.  Yet  if,  notwithstaiMling  this,  we  should  allow  a 
tenfold  value  in  exchange  to  the  dollar  of  Philip's  day,  we 
should  be  surprised  at  the  meagreness  of  his  revenues,  of 
his  expenditures,  and  of  the  debts  which  at  the  close  of  his 
career  brought  him  to  bankruptcy ;  were  the  sums  estimated 
in  coin. 

Thus  his  income  was  estimated  by  careful  contemporary 
statesmen  at  what  seemed  to  them  the  prodigious  annual 
amount  of  sixteen  millions  of  dollars.  He  carried  on  a  vast 
war  >W<hout  interniptiun  during  the  whole  of  his  forty-three 
Years'  reign  against  the  most  wc^ulthy  and  military  nations  of 
■hristendom  not  recognising  his  authority,  and  in  so  doing  he 
18  said  to  have  expended  a  sum  total  of  seven  hundred  rail- 
lions  of  dollars — a  statement  which  made  men*s  hair  stand  on 
their  heads.  Yet  the  American  republic,  during  its  civil  war 
to  repress  the  insurrection  of  the  slaveholders,  has  spent 
nominally  as  large  a  sum  as  this  every  year ;  and  the  British 
Empire  in  time  of  profound  peace  spends  half  as  much 
annually.  And  even  if  we  shouhl  allow  sixteen  millions  to 
have  represented  the  value  of  a  himdred  and  sixty  millions 
— a  purely  arbitrary  supposition — as  compared  with  our 
aes,  what  are  a  hundred  and  sixty  millions  of  dollars,  or 
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dnrtf-three  mlllioiis  of  pounds  steriing,  as  the  whole  net 
lerenae  of  the  greatest  empire  that  had  eTer  existed  in  the 
world,  when  compared  with  the  aocmnnhited  treasures  oyer 
which  drilixed  and  industzioos  ooontriee  can  now  dispose? 
Thus  the  power  of  leT3ring  men  and  materials  in  kind  con* 
stitnted  the  chief  part  of  the  royal  power,  and,  in  tmth,  ?ery 
little  rerenne  in  money  was  obtained  from  Milan  or  KapleB, 
or  from  any  of  the  outlying  European  possessions  of  the 
crown- 
Eight  millions  a  year  were  estimated  as  the  roTenne  from 
the  eight  kingdoms  incorporated  mider  the  general  name  of 
Castile,  while  not  more  than  six  hmidred  thousand  came  from 
the  three  kingdoms  which  oonstitoted  Arragon.^*    The  chief 
sources   of  money  receipts  were  a  tax  of  ten  per  cent 
upon  sales,  paid  by  the  seller,   called  Alcavala,  and  the 
Almoxarifalgo  or  tariff  upon  boih    imports    and    exports. 
Besides  these  imposts  be  obtained    about    eight   hnndied 
thousand  dollars  a  year  by  selling  to  his  subjects  the  privilege 
of  eating  eggs  upon  fastrdays,  according  to  the  permissioD 
granted  him  by  the  pope  in  the  bull  called  the  Cmzada.'^ 
He  received  another  annual  million  from  the  Susddio  and 
the  Exeusado.     The  first  was  a  permission  originally  given 
by  the  popes  to  lev>^  six  hundred  thousand  dollars  a  year 
u{X)n  ecclesiastical  property  for  equipment  of  a  hundred  war- 
galleys  against  the  Saracens,  but  which  had  more  recently 
established  itself  as  a  regular  tax  to  pay  for  naval  hostihties 
against  Dutch  and  English  heretics — a  still  more  malignant 
spocif'S  of  unbelievers  in  the  orthodox  eyes  of  the  period 
The  Exeusado  was  the  right  accorded  to  the  king  always  to 
select  from  the  Church  possessions  a  single  benefice  and  to 
appropriate  its  fruits — a  levy  commuted  generally  for  four 
hundred  thousand  dollars  a  year.     Besides  these    regular 
sources  of  income,  large  but  irregular  amounts  of  money  were 
picked  up  by  his  Majesty  in  small  sums,  through  monks  sent 
about  the  country  simply  as  beggars,  under  no  special  license, 
to  collect  alms  from  rich  and  poor  for  sustaining  the  war 

'*  Soranzo.  >»  Ibid. 
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the  infidels  of  England  and  Holland.  A  certain 
Jesuit,  fatlier  Sicily  by  name,  had  been  industrious  enough 
at  one  period  in  preaching  this  crusade  to  accumulate  more 
than  a  million  and  a  lialf,  so  that  a  facetious  courtier  advised 
his  sovereign  to  style  himself  thenceforth  king,  not  of  the 
two,  but  of  the  three  Sicilies^  in  honour  of  the  industrious 
priest. 

It  is  worthy  of  remark  that  at  different  periods  during 
Philip's  reign,  and  especially  towards  its  close,  the  whole  of 
his  regular  revenue  was  pledged  to  pay  the  interest  on  his 
debts,  save  only  the  Sussidio  and  the  Cruzada,  Thus  the 
master  of  the  greatest  empire  of  the  earth  had  at  times  no 
income  at  his  disposal  except  the  alms  he  could  solicit  from 
his  poorest  subjects  to  maintain  his  warfare  against  foreign 
miscreants,  the  levy  on  the  Church  for  war-galleys,  and  tlie 
proceeds  of  his  permission  to  eat  meat  on  Fridays.'®  This 
sounds  hke  an  epigram,  but  it  is  a  plain,  incontestable  fact. 

Thus  the  revenues  of  his  foreign  dominions  being  nearly 
consumed  by  their  necessary  expenses,  the  measure  of  his 
ixisitive  wealth  was  to  be  found  iii  the  riches  of  Spain.  But 
Spain  at  that  day  was  not  an  opulent  country.  It  was  im- 
possible tliat  it  should  be  rich,  for  nearly  every  law,  according 
to  which  the  prosperity  of  a  country  becomes  progressive, 
was  habitually  viola tt^d.  It  is  dillicult  to  state  even  by 
approximation  the  amount  of  its  population,  but  the  kingdoms 
united  under  the  crown  of  Castile  were  estimated  by  con- 
temporaries to  contain  eight  millions,  while  the  kingtlom  of 
Portugal,  together  with  those  annexed  to  Arragou  and  the 
other  provinces  of  the  realm,  must  have  numbere<l  half  as 
many.  Here  was  a  populous  nation  in  a  favoured  land,  but 
the  foundation  of  all  wealth  was  sapped  by  a  perveited 
moral  sentiment. 

Labour  was  esteemed  dishonourable.  The  Spaniard,  from 
highest  to  lowest,  was  proud,  ignorant,  and  lazy.  For  a  people 
endowed  by  nature  with  many  noble  qualities — courage, 
temperance,  frugality,  endurance,  quickness  of  perception,  a 
^*  fionnzo.   CJornpwre  Rise  of  Dotcli  Ropublic,  vol.  i.  pt.  ii.  c.  iii. 
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M^  aatsu  d[  bcitov;  a  lererenee  for  law — the  course  of  the 
M'*^^"*!  h^say  had  prored  as  ingeoiGiisly  bad  a  system  of 
statenu  tfdmcMXkm  as  could  well  be  inTented. 

Tfe  eicnial  oootests,  centanr  after  centmy,  upon  the  soil 
«f  Spaia  betveieii  tbe  CKaaeai  and  the  cxobb,  and  the  lemem- 
d  tike  anrieirt  days  in  which  Oriental  Yaloor  and 
had  almost  extirpated  Gennanic  institatioiiB  and 
Cfcfiftiaa  £tith  from  the  poiinsnla,  had  inspired  one  great 
fKr^i.-o  <^  tbe  maases  with  a  hatred,  amoonting  almost  to  in- 
aa&hr.  towuds  ereiT  liorm  of  religion  except  the  Church  of 
Ri3aae.  ttnraids  exerr  laoe  of  mankind  except  the  Goths  and 
Tandais.  Innate  leT^nence  for  estaUished  anthority  hid 
expaaded  into  an  inteositT  of  religions  emotion  and  into  a 
iananryt  of  foyaltr  whkh  caused  the  anointed  monarch 
if^^^  tme  belaeTen  against  infidels  to  be  accepted  as  a 
gc«L  The  highest  industrial  and  scientific  dyilizatioQ  that 
had  been  exhibited  npon  Spanish  taritorj  was  that  of  Moon 
and  Jev^  When  in  the  conise  of  time  those  races  had  been 
nbjngated,  massacred,  or  driven  into  exile,  not  only  ^ 
Spain  deprived  of  its  highest  intellectual  culture  and  its  most 
j»rvo  wCtivn-  Liboar.  but  intelliinenee,  science,  and  industry  were 
a<x»uLiod  de^ading.  because  the  mark  of  inferior  and  detested 

Th-?  seriiiaient  of  sclf-esteem,  always  a  national   charac- 
tensiio,  as&nmed  an  almost  ludicrous  shape.     Not  a  ragged 
Bij-ViVAn  muleteer,  not  a  swineherd  of  Estremadura,  that  did 
n.  •  i-.a^ine  himsifll"  a  nobleman  because  he  was  not  of  African 
dt:->-r:.t-     Xt't  a  hall-starveii  ignorant  brigand,   gaining  bis 
liviiiiT  on  the  high^vays  and  byways  by  pilfering  or  assassina- 
tion, tliat  did  not  kneel  on  the  church  pavement  and  listen  to 
orisons  in  nn  ancient  tongue,  of  which  he  understood  not  a 
syllable,  >nth  a  sentiment  of  Christian  self-complacency  to 
wbioh    Godm-y   of  Bouillon   might   have  been   a   stranger. 
K>iH\ially  those   l»orn   towards  the   northern   frontier,  and 
therefore  farthest  removed  from  Moorish  contamination,  were 
pnmdest  of  the  purity  of  their  race.     To  be  an  Asturian  or  a 
Gallioian,  however  bronzed  by  sun  and  wind,  was  to  be  fur- 
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nished  with  positive  proof  against  suspicion  of  Moorish  blood ; 

but  the  sentiment  was  universal  throughout  the  peninsiihi." 
It  followed  as  a  matter  of  course  that  hibour  of  any  kind 

was  an  impeachment  against  this  gentility  of  descent.  To 
^Kwork  was  the  proyince  of  Jloors,  Jews,  and  other  heretics ;  of 
^■fhe  Marani  or  accursed,  miscreants  and  descendants  of 
^Koiscxeantd ;  of  the  Sanbeniti  or  infamous,  wretches  whose 
f      ancestors   had   been   convicted    by  the  Holy  Inquisition   of 

N listening,  however  secretly,  to  the  Holy  Scriptures  as  ex- 
Ipounded  by  otlier  lips  than  those  of  Eomau  priests.    And 
it  is  a  remarkable  illustration  of  this  degradation  of  labour 
and  of  its  results,  tliat  in  tho  reign   of  Philip  twenty-live 
thousand  individuals  of  tliese  dishonoured  and  comparatively 
industrious  classes,  then  computed  at  four  millions  in  number 
^bJd  the  Castiiiau  kingdoms  alone,  luul  united  in  a  society  wliieh 
^Bnade  a  formal  offer  to  tho  king  to  pay  him  two  thousand 
dollars  a  head  if  the  name  and  privileges  of  hidalgo  could  bo 
conferred  upon  them.*®    Thus  an  inconsiderable  number  of 
^^this  vilest  and  most  abject  of  the  population — oppressed  by 
^■lazAtion  which  was  levied  exclusively  upon  the  low,  and  from 
^^  which  not  only  the  great  nobles  but  mechanics  and  other 
hidalgos  were  exempt — had  been  able  to  earn  and  to  lay  by 
enough   to  offer  the   monarch   fifty   millions   of  dollars   to 
purchase  themselves  out  of  semi-slavery  into  manhood,  and 


sri  eeercitano  le  orti  «1  jn  Siviglia  per 

il  rominiToio  tloll"  Indie J  A 

Biftcnylini  si  stimnno  nobili  d'  inwmta- 
minuta  diawtidonz"  Hopm  ttitti  li  i>>- 
jKiH  di  SfmRiia  pfrcho  casr^ndo  <lt  alto 
direttftmente  oppn^t^?  nil'  Africa  di 
dove  entrerotjd  i  Mori  e  loiitdiii  da 
qufUo  jNirti  dcdlo  Sjiairna  dove  vivono 
li  ManiTd  cho  wtno  li  piii  in  Porlo 
f^dln  pn.f(js«ino  che  lum  uinnn  futruti 
iiol  loro  jMu^so  mid  qtiwto  iufL<zir)ni  o 
lie  vnnno  nitieri  e  glortusi  lussvi.  Li 
rppni  ili  Grunntn,  Vnlcnzn,  eJ  Anda- 
lusin,  till'  incontro  sono  tiitti  pieni  di 
M(m.«chi,  1<"  rvltn?  pnrti  di'llu  Sjifli^TK* 
ftono  routominnto  enl  infctto  pur  dl 
questi  Mnreschi  o  <le  Mjiraoi  anooift," 
so.  Ac. — S<irnuzo. 
'^  Sorann^i. 


^  La  gcnteboaBa  e  minuta  Cb  numcro 

e  poTcrioimo  cssondo  tutta  [triva 

AxiM,  e  di  qnceta  ai  serve  quaudo 

I  per  aoldnti.     E  |M)vcri  ancnm 

>  j»TT»d'>rhinm«r  si  ]X)88onn  tjuelli 

anno  fm  li  j>ritif*ipj  o  pli  artefiei 

v\w  vogliono  vivcrt"  oitn  faato,  »ino 

bi  Bj*s»d  huiiiHf  ]Kx-ho  cntrato  e 

I  le  gnvtTniuut  wtijiumo  verj^ogria  il 

•  e«it'n.'izio  clii'  pot<4tj»  iivor  i>p|ifl.roTizii 

i  merouDzin  niido  cttx'ndn  eteiiza  indus- 

o  aciiixn  ro?ju  c  volcudn  BfnuKU-re 

gmuflt^tonre  la  fnnno  male  nssni 

"  "iatlogiinno  li  minori  o  djilli  mug- 

ri  non  VDglinno  osaere  HuiKTnti  porii 

▼ede  quiwi  tuttii  In  8(Hi|^na  a^sitii 

ndicB  e  pi<>ni\  di  poverik  geiito  fuori 

i  dove  ttbitii  la  Ccirte,  le  MetTopf>U 

i  reigni  dove  si  riduoono  le  Sigiiori  e 


nperbi 


--     ~    —     ^   ,  I  •  t-r-  i     .i.r- 


".1^:  i;  w^is  tn?m  no 

::>:Iefs.  di'^r-plaving. 

1  oriri    Liftorv   ac-i 


-       -       .  -    1:— --177   :     -    .1   -   :>-   vr,i:-kn  vm  iaots  to 

....    •-     -  -    v.-    .1-    jTr:i:  t!t^--l:  ':f   jr  •iu.-ti-ju— human 

.  •   .-•  —  -=.-      --  ii-:i_— r'.j  n:i.:-i.     It  had  lv-,:-n  the  deli- 

^-•;■;     '  -.  7     :'  :>-r  '  r  r^ri^n-rLt   f.T  T;.'^  t..»  fXtirpato  the 

•  ..*■•.  --  .--•  --  ^i  i..-:^  t'./it  a  _Tv.tt  j-'Tii'/'U  of  M'X-rs 
■■■'■  ■)■  ""■  '■■■:■■  ••:•.;.---  -.:. :  ■  uir-nfii^.  it  was  iinjK;'?.5ible  to  ^u^]•lv■ 
♦;,'-;  {-i.i'r-  J/v  .'.:T.;v--  v.-.-rkmon.  Evt-n  the  mechanics,  who 
"<n')<  -/•«■/, rjr., J  tr;  work  wjth  their  haiuhs  in  the'  towns,  lookeil 

•  lowij  aljkr-  iij,on  those  wlio  toiled  in  the  tield  and  u{X)n  those 
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lO  attempted  to  ^ow  rich  by  traffic.  A  locksmith  or  a 
'heolvvright  who  could  prove  four  descents  of  western  blued 
called  himself  a  son  of  somebody — a  hidalgo'' — and  despised 
L^he  farmer  and  the  merchant.  And  those  very  artisans  were 
^BLreful  not  to  injure  themselves  by  excessive  industry,  although 
^Hot  reluctant  by  exorbitant  prices  to  acquire  in  one  or  two 
^^ys  what  miglit  seem  a  fair  remuneration  for  a  week,  and  to 
impress  upon  their  customers  that  it  was  rather  by  way  of 
favour  that  they  were  willing  to  serve  them  at  all. 

Labour  being  thus  deficient,  it  is  obvious  that  there  coidd 
^  ^hardly  have  Ijcen  a  great  accumulation,  according  to  modern 
^Heas,  of  capital.  That  other  chief  element  of  national  wealth, 
^whicli  is  the  resxiit  of  generations  of  labonr  and  of  abstinence, 
waa  accordingly  not  abundant.  And  even  those  accretions 
of  capital,  which  in  tho  course  of  centuries  had  been  inevit- 
^Bble,  were  as  clumsily  and  inadequately  diffused  as  the  most 
^^iquisite  human  perversenesa  could  desire.  If  the  object  of 
civil  and  political  institutions  had  been  to  produce  the  greatest 
ill  to  the  greatest  number,  that  object  bad  been  as  nearly 
^^tained  at  last  in  Spain  as  human  imperfection  permits ;  the 
^fkTort^  of  govemmont  and  of  custom  coming  powerfully  to  the 
(  aid  of  the  historical  evils  already  indicated. 
^m  It  is  superfluous  to  say  that  the  land  belonged  not  to  those 
^^lio  lived  upon  it — but  subject  to  the  pre-eminent  right 
of  the  crown — to  a  small  selection  of  the  human  species. 
Moderate  holdings,  small  farms,  peasant  proprietorships,  were 
1mkno^vn.  Any  kind  of  terrestrial  possession,  in  short,  was 
far  beyond  the  reach  of  those  men  who  held  themselves 


*•  "  Gli  Idaighi  itcmo  per  il  pia  gli 
efid  che  gfxJono  il  privilegio  di 
>  titolo,  o  [wr  irrt'ZMi  ottoouta  dai 
.  .  ovvtTo  p«.'r  diwx-ndt'nza  « 
per  natanif  e  iiiieati  hoiio  |M.Tts(uie  Dnt« 
<U  huon  singuc  c  di  piuln  bcnuiicriti 
duUtt  ciirfi»n  che  a'  hntiDO  aoquiHtuto 
questo  tiuAo  con  tilcana  fazioiie  in 
r>izio  del  Re.  Di  quarto  noiuc  d' 
dgo  per  iiAlimi  non  poasouo  grtduro 
I  non  quelli,  che  luiaoono  per  lo  mcno 
i  quattro  gmdl  di  p&dre  e  di  madre 
'     aaa  «ieDO  «tati  nib  Moreaohi  ne 


i  BiLuftQi  B    differenztt   delll    Cristiani 

I  naovi  cbc  non  hanno  questo  candor  di 

nnKoimontij  de^^cndondo   da    ponone 

'  irifptte  du  quoi«ta  mtu-i^hia.   ....  Gli 

I  artflici   ^ono  comodi   e   yirono    tutti 

)  uiolto  lautntneute  truttauu  con  gran 

pprozzttturn,  Invoreno  pooo  e  per  po> 

tcrlo  (arc  si  fauno  pagnra  le  fiitturo 

quello  che  non  «i  pni*  credere,  Tolendo, 

oiiU  h\  futicn  che  eaai  iiob»ouo  farv  in 

un  giorno  vivero  e  g(KU$ro  tutia  una 

fletlimaou." — Soraoso. 
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Yet  it  can  never  bo  too  often  repeated  that  it  is  only 
the  Spaniard  of  the  sixteenth  reotuiy,  such  as  extraneous 
circumstances  had  made  him,  that  is  here  depicted ;  that 
he,  even  like  his  posterity  and  liis  ancestors,  had  heen 
endowed  by  Nature  with  some  of  her  noblest  ^fts.  Acute- 
ness  of  intellect,  wealth  of  imagination,  heroic  qualities  of 
heart,  and  hand,  und  brain,  rarely  surt>a8&ed  in  any  mcc,  and 
manifested  on  a  thousand  battle-fields,  and  in  the  triumphs  of 
a  magnificent  and  most  original  literature,  had  not  been  able 
to  save  a  whole  nation  from  the  disiisters  and  the  degradation 
which  the  mere  words  Phihp  II.  and  the  Holy  Inquisition 
suggest  to  every  educated  mind. 

Nor  is  it  necessary  for  my  purpose  to  meas:ire  exactly  the 
space  which  separated  Spain  from  the  other  leading  monar- 
chies of  the  day.  That  the  standard  of  civilization  wiis  a 
vastly  higher  one  in  England,  HoUaud,  or  even  France — torn 
as  they  all  were  with  perpetual  civil  war — no  tliinker  will 
probably  deny ;  but  as  it  is  rather  my  purpose  at  this  moment 
to  exhibit  the  evils  which  may  spring  from  a  perfectly  bad 
monarchical  system,  iis  administered  by  a  perfectly  bad  king, 
I  prefer  not  to  wander  at  present  from  the  country  wliich  was 
ruled  for  almost  half  a  century  by  Philip  II. 

Besides  tlie  concentmtiou  of  a  great  poi-t  of  the  capital  of 
the  country  in  a  very  small  number  of  titled  families,  still 
another  immense  poi'tion  of  the  national  wealth  belonged,  as 
already  intimated,  to  the  Church. 

There  were  eleven  archbishops,  at  the  head  of  whom  stood 
the  Archbishop  of  Toledo*  with  the  enormous  annual  revenue 
of  three  hundred  thousand  dollars.  Next  to  him  came  tho 
Archbishop  of  Seville,  with  one  hundred  and  fifty  thousand 
dollars  yearly,  while  the  income  of  the  others  varied  from 
fifty  thousand  to  twenty  thou«ind  dollars  respectively.** 

There  were  sixty-two  bishops,  with  annual  incomes  ranging 

from  fifty  thousand  to  six  thousand  dollars.     The  churches, 

also,  of  these  various  episcopates  were  as  richly  endowed  as 

the  great  hierarchs  themselves.*"    But  without  fatiguing  the 

«  6«.tuDzo.  »  Ibid. 
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I  at  the  small  Amount — even  after  duo  allowance  for  the  dif- 
HiveMCO  of  general  values  between  the  pixteenth  and  nineteenth 
Hlturied — of  sixteen  millions  of  dollars.  The  King  of  Spain 
was  powerfiU  and  redoubtable  at  homo  and  abroad,  because 
accident  had  placed  the  control  of  a  variety  of  separate  realms 
in  his  single  hand.  At  tho  same  tirao  Spain  was  poor  and 
weak,  Ixxmnse  she  had  lived  for  centuries  in  violation  of  the 
principles  Dii  wliieh  the  wealth  and  streno^th  of  nations  depend. 
Moreover,  every  one  of  those  suhjrrt  and  violently  annexed 
nations  hated  Spain  witli  undying  fervour,^  while  an  infernal 
pcilicy — tho  leading  charaeteristies  of  whieh  were  io  sow  dis- 
ions  among  the  nobles,  to  confiscate  tlu'ir  property  nn  all 
^vcnient  occasions,  and  to  bestow  it  upjn  Sptuiiards  and 
other  foreigners;  to  keep  tho  discontented  masses  in  poverty* 
btit  to  deprive  them  of  the  power  or  disposition  to  unite  with 
tboir  superiors  in  rank  in  demonstrations  agauist  the  crown — 
sufficed  to  suppress  any  extensive  revolt  in  the  various 
states  united  under  Philip's  sceptre.  Still  more  in- 
than  tho  hatred  of  the  Italians  was  the  animosity  which 
was  glowing  in  every  Portuguese  breast  against  the  Spanish 
•way ;  while  even  the  Arragonose  were  only  held  in  subjec- 
iiOJi  by  terror,  which  indeed,  in  (tuo  form  or  another,  was  tlu- 
ing  instrument  of  I'hilip's  government. 
It  is  hardly  uecessjiry  to  enlarge  upon  tho  n^gulations  of 
Spain's  foreign  commerce;  for  it  will  bo  enough  to  repeat 
the  phrase  that  in  her  eyes  tho  great  ocean  from  east  to  west 
was  a  Spanish  lake,  sacred  to  tho  ships  of  the  king's  subjecta 
alone.  With  such  a  simple  code  of  navigation  coming  in  aid 
of  the  other  causes  which  impoverished  the  land,  it  may  bo 
bclieveil  that  the  maritime  traffic  of  the  country  would 
dwindle  into  the  game  exiguous  proportions  which  charac- 
lerisofl  her  general  industry. 

Moreover,  it  should  never  be  forgotten  that,  although  tho 
rarious  kingdoms  of  Spain  were  jwlitically  conjoined  by  their 

•  Tlii0  «lnniininn  of  llio  l«rl»rtmn!i  ^  chmvelU,  even  bcforo  Pbilip  wft»  born, 

nnil  ctTUiinly   tho    tyranny   did    not 


stinkii  in  cnTy  onr'si  nrmtrils:  "A 
os:nnn«>  pnzzn  qiiivtit  \»nrbfirn  dnminio,'* 
yioM  tin.'  rnt Tju^lic  expixiiBion  of  Mnc- 

vni .  in. 
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lerive  insti-uction  from  history,  and  enable  oiirsflres,  however 
y  and  feebly,  to  cast  the  horoscope  of  younger  nations. 
nman  history,  so  far  oa  it  has  been  ^vritten,  is  at  best  a  mere 
ent;  for  the  few  renturies  or  year-thousands  of  which 
ere  is  definite  record  are  as  nothing  compared  to  the 
taillions  of  unnumbered  yeai-s  dnrin^  which  man  has  perhaps 
walked  the  earth.  It  may  be  as  practicable  therefore  to 
|l*?rive  insi ruction  from  a  miiiut<*  examination  in  detail  of  a 
rery  limited  period  of  time  and  space,  and  thus  to  deduce 
■Hieral  ndes  fnr  the  infinit*^  fiitnre,  durint^  which  our  8|>eciea 
H^f  be  destined  to  inhabit  this  i«lrtnct,  as  by  a  more  extensive 
irtirvey,  which  mnst  however  be  at  best  a  limited  one.  Men 
die,  but  Man  is  immortal,  and  it  wonld  bo  a  sufficiently 
forlorn  prospect  for  humanity  if  we  were  not  aljle  to  discover 
iuses  in  operation  which  would  ultimately  render  the 
im  of  Philip  II.  impossible  in  any  part  of  the  globe, 
;ainly,  were  it  utherwise,  tlie  study  of  human  history 
wonld  be  the  most  wearisome  and  unprofitable  of  all  con- 
ceivable occupations.  The  festivities  of  courts,  the  magni- 
ficence of  an  aristocracy,  the  sayings  and  doings  of  monarchs 
«ind  their  servants,  the  d}Tiastie  wars,  the  solemn  treaties,  the 
Ossa  upon  Pelion  of  diplomatic  and  legislative  rubbish  by 
which,  in  the  course  of  centuries,  a  few  individuals  or  com- 
binations of  individuals  have  bec*n  able  to  obstruct  the  march 
of  humanity,  and  have  essayed  to  suspend  the  operation  of 
elemental  laws — all  this  contains  but  little  solid  food  for 
!Wn  human  beings.  The  condition  of  the  brave  and  quick- 
Spanish  people  in  the  latter  half  of  the  sixteenth 
itury  gives  more  matter  for  reflection  and  possible  in- 
stniction. 

Tliat  science  is  the  hope  of  the  world,  that  ignorance  is 
the  real  enslaver  of  mankind,  and  therefore  the  natural  ally 
of  every  form  of  despotism,  may  bo  assumed  as  an  axiom, 
and  it  waa  certainly  the  ignorance  and  superstition  of  the 
people  upon  which  the  Philippiau  policy  was  founded. 

A  vast  mass,  entirely  uneducated,  half  fed,  half  clothed, 
unemployed,  and  reposing  upon   a   still   lower  and  denser 
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stratum— the  millions  namely  of  the  "Accursed,"  of  tlie 
Africans,  and  last  and  vilest  of  all,  the  "  blessed  "  descendants 
of  Spanish  protestants  whom  the  Holy  OflBce  had  branded 
with  perpetual  infamy**  because  it  had  burned  their  pro- 
genitors— this  was  the  People ;  and  it  was  these  paupers  and 
outcasts,  nearly  the  whole  nation,  that  payed  all  the  imposts 
of  which  the  public  revenue  was  composed.  The  great  nobles; 
priests,  and  even  the  hidalgos,  were  exempt  from  taxation." 
Need  more  be  said  to  indicate  the  inevitable  ruin  of  both 
government  and  people  ? 

And  it  was  over  such  a  people,  and  with  institutions  like 
these,  that  Philip  II.  was  permitted  to  rule  during  forty- 
three  years.  His  power  was  absolute.**  With  this  single 
phrase  one  might  as  well  dismiss  any  attempt  at  speci- 
fication. He  made  war  or  peace  at  will  with  foreign  nations. 
He  had  power  of  life  and  death  over  all  his  subjects.  He  bad 
unlimited  control  of  their  worldly  goods.  As  he  claimed 
supreme  jurisdiction  over  their  religious  opinions  also,  he  vas 
master  of  their  minds,  bodies,  and  estates.  As  a  matter  of 
course,  he  nominated  and  removed  at  will  every  executiTe 
functionary,  every  judge,  every  magistrate,  every  military  or 
civil  officer  ;  and  moreover,  ho  not  only  selected,  according  to 
the  license  tacitly  conceded  to  him  by  the  pontiflf,  every 
archbishop,  bishop,  and  other  Church  dignitary,  but,  tluough 
his  great  influence  at  Rome,  he  named  most  of  the  cardinjJs, 
and  thus  controlled  the  election  of  the  popes.  The  whole 
machinery  of  society,  political,  ecclesiastical,  military,  was  in 
his  single  baud.  There  was  a  show  of  provincial  privilege 
here  and  there  in  different  parts  of  Spain,  but  it  was  but  the 
phantom  of  that  ancient  municipal  liberty  which  it  had  been 
the  especial  care  of  his  father  and  his  great-grandfather  to 

*^  "  Scfrnati  e  notuti  di  ])i  rpclua  in-  ziono  di  tutli  i  iKiiofioii  ocoli-r-ia.-tui 
famirt  —  vivnno  quindi  disixriifi  cd  drllo  tro  onlini  di  caviilleriii  .... 
nrrabbintisHimi."  ^  Soranzo.       :  crea  li  Prosidcuti  li  Vico-re,  li  Lu<^ 

^  "  Ila  assoluto  inipc-rio  sopra  le  vitc  tonciili,  Govcniatori,  Capitani,  i  giw- 
o  facoltli  (lelli  sudditi,  h  libero  padron  I  rali  dogli  cscrciti  c  dcllc  armatc,  e  pa 
della  i)aoc  o  dclla  ffucrra,  ha  i)iona  j  la  graudo  autoritii  che  tiene  «m  J 
potesth  sopra  Ic  logfri,  sopra  la  f^us-  Pontofici  si  pu6  dire  chc  faocia  ancort 
tizia  0  sopra  lo  grazic,  ha  la  nomina-  ,  i  Cardinali."— Soranzo. 
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troy.     Most  patiently  did  Philip,  by  liis  steady  inactivity, 
Qg  about  the  decay  of  the  hast  riiina  of  free  institutions  in 
I  peninsula.    The  councils  and  legislative  assemblies  wero 
ttvoked  and  then  wearied  out   in  waiting  for  that  royal 
assent  to  their  prop<isitious  and  transactions,  which  was  dc' 
^ked  intentionally,  year  after  year,  and  never  given.     Thus 
^Ee  time   of  the  deputies  was  consumed   in   accomplishing 
infinite  nothing,  until  the  moment  arrived  when  the  monarch, 
without  any  violent  stroke  of  state,  could  feel  safe  in  issuing 
crees  and  pragmatic  edicts ;    thus  reducing   the  ancient 
jislative  and  consultative  bodies  to  nullity,  and  substituting 
will  of  an   individual  fur  a  constitutional  fabric.'^     To 
ticise  the  expenses  of  government  or  to  attempt  inter- 
ence  with  the  increase  of  taxation  became  a  sorry  farce, 
forma  remained  in  certain  provinces  after  the  life  had 
Hg  since  fled.     Only  in  Arragou  had  the  ancient  privileges 
Bmed  to  defy  the  absolute  authority  of  the  monarch  i  and  it 
was  reserved  for  Antonio  Perez  to  be  the  cause  of  their  final 
extirpation.     The  grinning  skidls  of  the  Chief  Justice  of  that 
kingdom  and  of  tho  boldest  and  noblest  advoc^ttes  and  de- 
fenders of  the  national  liberties,  exposed  for  years   in   tho 
market-place  with  tho  record  of  their  death-sentence  attached, 
informed  the  Spaniards,  in  language  which  the  most  ignorant 
could  read,  that  the  crime  of  defenthug  a  remnant  of  human 
freedom  and  constihitionnl  law  was  sure  to  draw  down  condign 
punishment."    It  was  the  h\st  time  in  thut  age  that  even  the 
ghost  of  exthict  liberty  was  destined  to  revisit  the  soil  of 
^■ain.     It  mattered  not  that  the  immediate  cause  for  pur- 
Ining  Perez  was  his  successful  amour  with  the  king's  mis- 
tress, nor  that  the  crime  of  which  he  was  formally  accused 
I  the  deadly  oilence  of  Calvinism,  rather  than  his  intrigue 

li  cnpi,  piaiitoudo  cittadoUe,  iiitrtHlii- 
ccmlo  ifuurilio  o  nggruiidoiulo  1'  nutiv 
rilii  Jiir  lUlii-io  dclla  luqiUBi^tinuo  cbo 
fu  QTio  di^i  ma^^iori  tuunri  pat  doniarli 
con  chc  »i  potu5s«-'  fruuiuru  la  loro  fcro- 
cift."  i&c.  Sac. — SuniDZo,  Rolnzioiit>,  1397- 
1002.  Bimtzzi  iind  Ikrcliot.  Rola- 
zioui,  &C.,  8i?T.  i.  vol  L 
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c  qutnU?   lore  lirt'iizu  I'uronfi  in 
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with  the  Eboli  and  his  assassination  of  Escovedo ;  for  it  wi 
in  the  natural  and  simple  sequence  of  events  that  the  I 
vestige  of  law  or  freedom  should  be  oblitcrateil 
Philip  could  vindicate  his  away.  It  must  be  admi  i 
that  the  king  seized  this  occasion  to  strike  a  decisive  blov 
with  a  promptness  very  different  from  his  usual  artistic 
sluggishness.  Rarely  has  a  more  terrible  epigram  been 
spoken  by  man  than  the  royal  words  which  constituted  tio 
whole  trial  and  sentence  of  the  Chief  Justice  of  Arragon, 
for  the  crime  of  defending  the  law  of  his  country  :  *•  You  will 
take  John  of  Lanuza,  and  you  will  have  his  head  cut  off." 
This  was  the  end  of  the  magistrate  and  of  the  constitutioa 
which  he  had  defended.^ 

His  power  was  unlimited,    A  man  endowed  with  geniiw 
and  viitue,  and  possessing  the  advantages  of  a  consummate 
education,  could  have  perhaps  done  little  more  than  tMi^m\A 
to  mitigate  the  general  misery,  and  to  remove  some  of  its 
causes.     For  it  is  one  of  the  most  pernicious  dogmas  of  the 
despotic  system,  and  the  one  which  the  candid  student  d 
history  soonest  discovers  to  be  false,  that  the  masses  of  mnu- 
land  are  to  look  to  any  individual,  however  exalted  hy  birlli 
or  intellect,  for  their  redemption.     Woe  to  the  world  if  tho 
nations  are  never  to  learn  that  their  fate  is  and  ought  to  lie 
in  their  own  hands ;  tluit  their  institutions,  whether  libewl  or 
despotic,  are  the  result  of  the  national  biography  and  of  lljo 
national  character,  not  tlie  work  of  a  few  individuals  whoso 
names  have  been  preserved  by  capricious  Accident  as  kioea 
and  legislators.     Yet  tliere  is  no  doubt  that,  while  conifiora* 
lively  powerless  for  good,  tho  individual  despot  is  capable  d 
almost  infinite  miscluof.     There  have  been  few  men  known  to« 
history  who  have  been  able  to  accomplish  by  tieir  own  eiet- 
tions  so  vast  an  amount  of  evil  as  the  long  who  ha<l  just  died. 
If  Philip  possessed  a  single  >4rtue  it  has  eluded  the  conaciett 
tious  research  of  tho  wi-lter  of  tliese  pagea.     If  there  «it 
vices — as  possibly  there  are — from  which  he  was  cxem|>t,  it  ifl 

*  J*  Piwwleroia  a  don  Juan  do  Ltuiuza  y  bnreisl©  Ittwjo  cnitnr  lu  c»bMB> 
800  Lftftwntc,  XV.  131, 132 
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it  is  not  permitted  to  human  nature  to  attain  per- 
tion  oven  in  evU.     The  only  plausible  explanation— for 
^|lLiation  there  is  none — of  his  infamous  career  is  that  the 
^H|n  really  believed  liimself  not  a  Idug  but  a  god.    He  was 
^Bced  so  high  above  his  fellow-creatures  as,  in  good  faith 
^BrUaps,  to  believe  himself  incapable  of  doing  wrong ;  so  tliat, 
^Kether  indulging  his  passions  or  eiiforciug  throughout  the 
world  las  religious  and  political  dogmas,  he  was  ever  con- 
^■■pas  of  embodj^ing  divine  inspnations  and  elemental  laws. 
^Kien  providing  for  the  assassiuation  of  u  monarch,  or  com- 
manding the  massacre  of  a  towufiil  of  Protestants;  when 
trampling  on  every  oath  by  which  a  human  being  can  bind 
^^mself ;  when  laying  ch'sulatvi  with  tire  and  sword,  during 
^hre  than  a  generation;  the  provinces  which  he  had  inherited 
^5  Ilia  private  property,  or  in  carefully  nmintaining  the  flames 
( civil  war  in  foreign  kingdoms  wldcli  ho  hoped  to  acquire; 
nle  maintiiiuing  over  all  Christendom  a  gigantic  system  of 
bery,  corruption,  and  espionage,  keeping  the  noblest  namca 
England  and  Scotland  on  his  pension-lists  of  traitors,  and 
averishing  his  exchequer  with  the  wages  of  iniquity  paid 
Trance  to  men  of  all  degi'ees,  from  princes  of  blood  hke 
i  and  Mayenne  down  to  the  obscurest  of  country  squires, 
f  ever  felt  that  these  base  or  bloody  deeds  were  not  crimes, 
but  the  simple  will  of  the  gotlliead  of  which  he  was  a  jKir- 
hgiDD.     IIo  never  doubted  that  the  extraordinary  theological 
P^em  which  he  spent  his  life  in  enforcing  with  lire  and 
sword  was  right,  for  it  was  a  paii;  of  himself.    The  Iloly 
Inquisition,  thoroughly  established  as  it  was  in  his  ancestral 
^kiain,  was  a  portion  of  the  regular'  working  machinery  by 
^^ch  his  absolute  kingship  and  his  sujxrhuman  will  ex- 
' pressed  themselves.     A  tribunal  which  perlbrmed  its  func- 
tions with  a  celerity,  certainty,  and  invisibility  resembling 
tUo  attributes  of  Omnipotence ;  which,  like  the  pestilence, 

tired  palace  or  hovel  at  wUJ,  and  which  smote  the  wretch 
ty  or  sui?pected  of  heresy  with  a  precision  against  which 
no  humun  ingenuity  or  sjTnpathy  could  guard — such  an  insti- 
on  could  not  but  be  dear  to  his  heart.     It  was  inevitable 
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ieins  and  eliampions  of  tlie  lower  classes  in  any  possible 

■ruggle  with  a  crown  to  which  they  were  united  by  ties  of 

^terest  as  well  as  of  affection,  while  the  great  chorrhmon, 

■bOf  were  tlie  iuiinediato  dependants  and  of  course  the  firm 

supporters  of  the  king.     Thus  tlie  people,  without  natural 

leaders,  without  organisatiou,  and  themselves   divided  into 

«o  mutually  hostile  sectiuiis,  were  opposed  by  every  force  in 
B  State.  Crown,  nobility,  and  clergy ;  all  the  wealth  and 
all  that  there  was  of  leaniiug,  were  banded  together  to  aup- 
reijs  the  democratic  principle/'-"'  But  even  this  would  Jiardly 
fcve  sufficed  to  extinguish  every  simrk  of  liberty,  had  it  not 
?n  fur  the  potent  machinery  of  the  Inquisition ;  nor  could 
at  perfection  of  terrorism  have  become  an  established  iusti- 
tion  but  for  the  extraortlinary  mixture  of  pride  tind  sui>er- 
tion  of  which  the  national  character  had  been,  in  the  course 
tlie  national  history,  compounded  The  Spanish  jjortion 
of  the  people  hated  the  nubles,  whose  petty  exactions  and 

tprcssions  were  always  visible ;  but  they  had  a  reverential 
IT  of  the  uuseen  monarch,  as  the  representative  both  of  the 
Bat  unsullied  Clii'istian  nation  to  which  the  meanest  indi- 
vidual was  proud  to  belong,  and  of  the  God  of  wrath  who 
had  decreed  the  extermination  of  all  unbelievers.  The 
"  accursed  "  portion  of  the  people  were  sufBciently  disloyal  at 
heart,  but  were  too  much  ciiished  by  oppression  and  con- 
tempt to  imagine  themselves  men.  As  to  the  Netherlandei's, 
bey  did  not  fight  originally  for  independence.     It  was  not 


i»  "Pwciocch^  <le'  prinoii)!  noii  i»iu 
ncro  rbt;  uon  liannn  nK'nim  mitoritii 
I  li  ixi|M»li  non  fortezz*-  i>er  ritimrj^i, 

rw^jjuito    lion    ubbtillLliZi^   lie"    Inn* 

ftUi,  non  buouii  iiiteUigcuat  fm 
luro,  uon  Htiuuiti  ilolla  \i\iiho,  iKliiiii 
(Ifli  ijroprii  tsutMili,  clic  soiio  tiriuiiU'j.'- 
gihii  iln  lont,  ill  nml  ctmctlto  dellu 
gtmtc  ruiuula  {kt  In  iluruxza  cliu  u^mn 
nti  iiOj^nuiL-nti,  oUr<'  flu'  qucsti  funno 
unn  purlin ilnr  firof'^sioms  ili  wwtr'n- 
tare  cfiii  lu  Inro  f*,'<k'ltu  la  gmudLzza 
cIcIIh  corona  o  BliiuHtm  quctfta  csscr 
propria  e  pnrlicolar  jrlnria  deUa  na- 
Jsionc  8i««prnuoln  c  di  loro  iup<lct<iiui 
aopra    lutti;    i)orcu)ccht;  qmlT  nll/-- 


nz7.i\  d*  nniniu  die  fa  hI  clio  srlfgim* 
n'MxTK  d'  ca^r  fw»p;;etti  ad  idtro  prin- 
cipt'  <'lu'  al  re  di  Bpngiui  opom  iu  uiodo 
die  uiutliiimloli  a  quoato,  reputanu  die 
hia  lor  pjmudozza  uoBtencndo  qm-llit 
corcina  vivcr  i«i)j[getti  nl  nmygior  ro 
dd  niotuln  0  ("ho  altri  die  un  princiiw 
talc  iifin  wia  dej^o  di  doininarli.  Li 
popoli  pni  iifin  hauuo  uc  «ipi  nc  uiodo 
di  fur  iimdiinftziono  non  t<^n^'ono  ap- 
{xj|j;gio  di  priiioipi  ftircslitiri  nou  vi  h 
j>crHona  cbc  cou  giuhta  prt-tcnhiouc 
jK.tcsse  cccitnr  pli  altri,  no  v'  casendo 
alcnuo  di  sanguo  regio  cUfe  potctwe 
mf,'ioncvoUncntc     prctendcre."  —  So- 
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[10  humau   being  was  conimittod  by  Pliilip  wlien  in   tlie 
liinous  edict  of  15(jS  be  sentenced  eveiy  man,  woman,  and 
*child  in  tlie  Netlierlamls  to  deatli.     That  the  whole  of  thia 
population,  three  miUlons  or  more,  were  nut  pusitively  de- 
stroyed was  because  no  human  energy  could  sufiice  to  execute 
the  diabolicid  decree.     But  Alva,  toiling  hard,  accouipUHhed 
.jnuch  of  this  mufdcrous  work.     By  the  aid  of  the  **  Coimcil 
lilood,"  and  of  the  sherifFa  and  executioners  of  the  Holy 
aquisition,  he  was   able  sometimes  to  put  eight  hundred 
buman  beings  to  death  in  a  single  week  for  the  crimes  of 
stantism  or  of  opulence,  and  at  the  end  of  half  a  dozen 
^eara  he  could  boast  of  having  strangletl,  drowned,  burned, 
beheaded  somewhat  more  than  eighteen  thousand  of  his 
ellow- creatures.     These  were  some  of  the  non-combatant 
victims ;  for  of  the  tens  of  thousands  who  perished  during  his 
administration  alone,  in  siege  and  battle,  no  statistical  record 
I      has  been  preserved, 

^b  In  face  of  such  wholesale  crimes,  of  these  forty  years  of 
^^kloodshcd,  it  is  superlluous  to  refer  to  such  isolated  misdeeds 
pKe  hia  repeated  attempts  to  procure  the  assassination  of  tho 
Prince  of  Orange,  crowned  at  last  by  the  success  of  Balthazar 
^^rerard,  nor  to  his  persistent  efforts  to  poison  tho  Qut-cn  of 
^Kuglaud ;  for  the  enunciation  of  all  these  munlers  or  at- 
^Bempts  at  murder  would  require  a  repetition  of  the  story 
^Brhich  it  has  been  one  of  the  main  pui-poses  of  these  volumes 
^Bo  recite. 

^P    For  indeed  it  seems  like  mere  railing  to  specify  his  crimes. 

Their  very  magnitude  and  unbroken  continuity,  together  with 

^^hoir  impunity,  give  thorn  almost  the  appeanmce  of  ineWtable 

B|>henomena.     Tho  horrible  monotony  of  his  career  8tui»ities 

the  mind  until  it  is  ready  to  accept  the  principle  of  evil  as 

re  fundamental  law  of  the  world. 
His  robberies,  Uke  his  murders,  were  colossal.    The  vast 
system  of  confiscation  set  up  in  the  Netherlands  was  suffi- 
Hkient  to  reduce  unnumbered  innocent  families  to  beggary, 
^^though  powerless  to  break  the  spirit  of  civil  and  religious 
liberty  or  to  pay  the  expenses  of  subjugating  a  people*    Not 


PHILIP'S  MACCHIAVELLIANISM. 


541 


fever  guided.     And  those  well-known  texts  of  liypucrisy, 

revni  by  the  same  hand,  had  surely  not  fallen  on  stony 
ground  wIkmi  received  into  Philijy's  royal  soul. 
^_     "  Often  it  is  necessary,  in  order  to  maintain  power,  to  act 
^ftontrary  to  faith,  contrary  to  cliarity,  contrary  to  humanity, 

^■jontrary  to  religion .A  prince  ought  therefore  to 

^■imve  great  care  that  frooi  his  mouth  nothing  should  ever 
come  that  is  not  filled  with  those  five  rpialities,  and  that  to 
^bco  and  hear  him  he  should  appear  all  piety,  all  faith,  all 
^■ntegrity,  all  liumauity,  all  religion.  And  nothing  is  nioro 
^fcece&sary  than  to  seem  to  have  this  last-mentioneil  quality. 

^L Every  one  sees  what  you  seem,  few  perceive  what 

^ron  are."^ 

Surely   this  hand-book  of  cant   had    been   Philip's   vade 
^^fnecitm  through  his  life's  pilgrimage. 

It  is  at  least  a  coosoktion  t^>  reflect  that  a  career  controlled 

■by  such  principles  came  to  an  ignominious  close.  Had  the 
mental  capacity  of  this  sovereign  been  equal  to  his  crimiiuil 
intent,  even  greater  woe  might  have  befallen  the  world,    ikit 

I  Lis  intellect  was  less  than  nie(lioi?re.  His  pnssiun  for  the 
^ureau,  his  slavery  to  routine,  his  puerile  ambition  personally 
h)  superintend  details  which  could  have  been  a  thonsand 
times  better  administered  by  subordinates,  proclaimed  every 
day  the  narrowness  of  \m  mind.  His  diligence  in  reading, 
writing,  and  commenting  upon  despatches  may  excite  adnu'ra- 
tion  only  where  there  has  been  no  opportunity  of  judging  of 
his  labours  by  personal  iuspectioiL  Those  familiar  with  the 
dreary  displays  of  his  penmanship  must  admit  that  such 
rurk  could  have  been  at  least  as  well  done  by  a  copying 
lerk  of  average   capacity.     His   ministers  wore    men    of 


o,  trovfttiilnai  nudo  J'  altri  prf-pnm- 
nti  rovina."  .  .  .  .  "  Non  puo  un 
jljfnor  |tnidcntc  ne  debbe  rwscrvar  \n 
&iJt'  qniuvlo  tnlc  nssfcrrnTiziH  pH  t^mi 
ontni  0  rlif  wmo  niwul^i  In  nigioni  t-ho 

"  E  m  uli  noniini  lussrmtutti  bnnni 

tjesto  pro<X'tto  iiou  saria  bunno,  uia 

rlio    son   trinti  c  iioii  rneservercb- 

>  tt  le,  tu  uncom  uon  Tliai  dni  tmcr- 


vnrc  a  lr>ro  •  .  .  .  Ma  e  ncocsfinrio 
questa  nnturo  (di  volp»tj  MiiN'rh\  \mi\ 

I  cnlnriro  eJ  cBsero  gn^n  aimubitriro  o 
di*(unuIntore,  o  nono  tunto  iwinplu'i 
f»li  unniini  o  lanlo  riblxilJMrvnin  alio 
neofisditJ*  pn-H««nii,  Hie  rolui  «"bc  in- 
pnnufi  tn<v(.<rft  df'fripri'  rlii  h\  lanccrli 
jn{|nnnnrc.'"— U  rririripc,  wp.  xvii. 
xviii. 

I      '^  n  rrincipc,  ci^  xviii. 
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his  death  to  a  net  income  of  some  four  millions  of  dollars. 
His  armies,  which  had  been  the  wonder  of  the  age  in  the 
earlier  period  of  his  reign  for  disciplme,  courage,  and  every 
quality  on  which  military  efficiency  depends,  were  in  his 
later  years  a  horde  of  starving,  rebellious  brigands,  more 
formidable  to  their  commanders  than  to  the  foe.  Mutiny 
was  the  only  organised  military  institution  that  was  left  in 
bis  dominions,  while  the  Spanish  Inquisition,  which  it  was 
the  fell  purpose  of  his  life  from  youth  upwards  to  establish 
over  the  world,  became  a  loathsome  and  impossible  nuisance 
everywhere  but  in  its  natal  soil. 

If  there  be  such  a  thing  ns  historical  evidence,  then 
18  Philip  n.  convicted  before  the  tribunal  of  impartial 
posterity  of  every  crime  charged  in  his  indictment.  Ho 
lived  seventy-one  years  and  three  months,  he  reigned  forty- 
three  years.  He  endured  the  martyrdom  of  his  last  illness 
with  the  heroism  of  a  saint,  and  died  in  the  certainty  of 
immortal  bliss  as  the  reward  of  his  life  of  evil. 
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In  Hollflnd,  long  since  denuded  of  forests,  were  great 
rkets  of  timber,  whither  shipbuilders  and  architects  came 
all  parts  of  the  world  to  gather  the  utensils  for  theh* 
ifl,  Tiiere,  too,  wliere  scarcely  a  pebble  had  been  de- 
aited  in  the  coui-se  of  the  geological  transfonnations  of  our 
let,  were  great  artificial  quarries  of  granite,  and  marble, 
basalt.  Wheat  was  almost  as  rare  a  product  of  the  soil 
cinnamon,  yet  the  granaries  of  Christendom,  and  the 
Hental  magazines  of  spices  and  drugs,  were  found  chiefly  on 
at  barren  spot  of  earth.  There  was  the  great  international 
where  the  Osterliug,  the  Turk,  tlie  Hindoo,  the  Atlantic 
the  Mediten'anean  traders  stored  their  wares  and  nego- 
ted  their  exchanges ;  while  the  curious  and  highly-prized 
luctfi  of  Netherland  skill — broadcloths,  tapestries,  brocades, 
PS,  substantial  fustians,  magnilieent  damasks,  finest  linens 
— increased  tho  mass  of  visible  wealth  piled  mountains  high 
upon   that  extraordinar)^  soil   which  produced  nothing  and 

tamed  with  everything. 
After  the  incorporation  of  Portugal  with  Spain  however 
many  ol.>stacles  were  thrown  in  the  way  of  the  trade  from  the 
fetherlands  to  Lisbon  and  the  Spanish  ports.  Loud  and 
ter  were  the  railings  uttered,  as  we  know,  by  the  English 
irereign  and  her  statesmen  against  the  nefarious  traffic 
^ch  the  Dutch  republic  persisted  in  currying  on  with  the 
imon  enemy.  But  it  is  very  certain  that  although  the 
Spanish  armadas  would  have  found  it  comparatively  difficult 
equip  therostdves  without  the  tar  and  tho  timber,  the 
ilagc,  the  stores,  and  the  biscuits  furnished  by  the  HoU 
tiders,  the  rebellious  commonwealth,  if  excluded  fi'om  tho 
rld's  commerce,  in  which  it  had  learned  to  play  so  con- 
ling  a  part,  must  have  ceased  to  exist.  For  without 
eign  navigation  the  independent  republic  was  an  incon- 
Bvable  idea.  Not  only  would  it  have  been  incapable  of 
continuing  the  struggle  with  the  greatest  monarch  in  the 
kid,  but  it  might  as  well  have  buried  itself  once  and 
mt  ever  beneath  the  waves  from  which  it  had  scarcely 
emerged.  Commerce  and  Holland  were  simply  synonymous 
VOL.   III.  2  N 


TRAVELS  OF  VAN  LTNSCHOTEN. 


547 


at  this  crisis  in  their  commercial  destiny  there  was 
I  Bingle  Hollander  who  had  thoroughly  learnotl  the  lesson 
irhich  it  was  so  necessary  that  all  his  t^'ountiymen  should  now 
)e  taught.  Few  men  of  that  pi'riod  deserve  a  more  kindly 
md  more  honourable  remembrauco  by  posterity  lor  their 
Dontributions  to  science  and  the  progress  of  civilization  than 
jTohn  Huygen  van  Linschoten,  son  of  a  plain  burgher  of 
West  Friesland.  Having  always  felt  a  strong  impulse  to 
Itndy  foreign  liistory  and  distiint  nations  and  customs,  ho 
resolved  at  the  early  age  of  seventeen  "  to  absent  himself 
^)m  his  fatherland,  and  from  the  conversation  of  friends  and 
relatives,"  in  order  to  gratify  this  inclination  for  self-improve- 
nent.  After  a  residence  of  two  years  in  Lisbon  he  departed 
or  India  in  the  suite  of  the  Archbishop  of  Goa,  and  remained 
|n  tlie  East  for  nearly  thirteen  years.  Diligently  examining 
ill  the  strange  phenomena  which  came  under  his  observation 
Bind  patiently  recording  the  results  of  his  researches  day  by 
(day  and  year  by  year,  he  amassed  a  fund  of  information 
which  ho  modestly  intended  for  the  entertainment  of  his 
friends  when  ho  should  return  to  Ids  native  country.  It  was 
Itis  wish  that  "  without  stirring  frofu  their  firesides  or 
leounting-houses "  they  might  particiimte  with  him  in  tho 
gratification  and  instruction  to  bo  derived  from  looking  upon 
a  world  tlien  so  strange,  and  for  Europeans  still  so  new.  Ho 
described  the  manners  and  customs,  tlie  laws,  the  religions, 
the  social  and  |)olitical  institutions,  of  the  ancient  mces  who 
dwelt  in  either  peninsula  of  India.  He  studied  the  natural 
history,  the  botany,  the  geography  of  all  the  regions  which  ho 
Viflited.  Esffcciully  the  productis  which  formed  the  material 
of  a  great  traflic;  the  system  of  cidture,  tho  means  t>f  trans- 
|jortation,  and  the  course  of  commerce,  wore  examined  by 
liim  with  minuteness,  accuracy,  and  breadth  of  vision.  He 
neither  a  trader  nor  a  sailor,  but  a  man  of  letters,  a 
tific  and  professional  traveller.  But  it  was  obvious  when 
returned,  rich  with  tho  spoils  of  oriental  study  during 
hirteen  years  of  life,  that  the  results  of  his  researches  wei*e 
worthy  of  a  wider  circidatiou  than  that  which  he  had  origin- 

2  N  2 
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«tly  wntentplated-  His  work  was  giTen  to  the  public  in  the 
jwur  I. ::;>>.  ia»i  was  studied  with  avidity  not  only  by  men  of 
jnifaii.*^  bat  by  merch&ats  and  sealareis.  He  also  added  to 
the  nxcri  ot*  hi*  Indian  experiences  a  practical  manual  for 
m&vi^raccrsw  He  deecribed  the  course  of  the  voyage  from 
Lfficco.  lo  the  East,  the  correntgy  the  trade-^vinds  and 
im?iB3ix>a&  the  hsirboars.  the  islands,  the  shoals,  the  BookeD 
nx:ks  and  dangeivos  quicksands,  and  he  accompanied  his 
work  with  virioas  map»,and  charts,  both  general  and  special, 
of  land  and  water,  rarely  delineated  before  his  day,  as  well 
w  by  Tari:is$  astronomical  and  mathematical  calculations. 
Already  a  ooontryman  of  his  own,  Wagenaar  of  Zeeland,  had 
bud  the  mariners  of  &e  world  under  special  obligation  by  a 
mAHTMl  whk*h  came  into  such  universal  use  that  for  centories 
afterwan^  the  sailors  of  England  and  of  other  Goantriei 
called  their  indispensable  vade-mecum  a  Wagenaar.  But  in 
that  text-book  but  little  infonnation  was  afforded  to  easten 
^^yacers.  because,  before  the  enterprise  of  Linschoten,  little 
was  known  of  the  Orient  except  to  the  Portuguese  and 
Spaniar-b.  by  whom  nothing  was  communicated. 

The  work  or*  Liii>*,*hoteQ  was  a  source  of  wealth,  both  from 
tho  >*.-i<?n::do  tn:^asures  which  it  diffused  among  an  actire  and 
iare!ILr:^at  p:vi>U\  aiii  the  impulse  which  it  gave  to  that 
«.lirw.'t  trud-*  ivtween  the  Netherlamls  and  the  East  which 
ha«.l  Ken  s«->  lou^  deferred,  and  wliich  now  came  to  relieve  the 
?v^:ii::>.n.v  cf  the  i>.^publio,  and  therefore  the  republic  itself, 
frt;:-  r'.:^  da::cor  ot*  jv?;itive  annihilation. 

It  i>  n;t  U':v.vsj>iiry  tor  my  purjKee  to  describe  in  detail  the 
series  of  vo}-ai^s  by  way  of  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope  which, 
beginning  with  the  adventures  of  the  brothers  Houtmann  at 
this  {Hiritxl.  and  with  the  circumnavigation  of  the  world  by 
Olivier  van  Xi.x^nl.  made  the  Dutch  for  a  long  time  the 
loaiiin;;  Christian  nation  in  those  in.>lden  regions,  and  which 
carritH.1  the  Unittnl  Netherlands  to  the  highest  point  of  prce- 
p*»rity  and  {x>wor.  The  S{>anish  monojx)Iy  of  the  Indian  and 
the  Taeitio  Oooan  was  etl'ectually  disposed  of,  but  the  road 
was  not  a  now  mail,  nor  did  any  striking  discoveries  at  this 
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immediate  epoch  illustrate  tlie  enterprise  of  Holland  in  the 
East  In  the  age  just  opening  the  homely  names  most 
dear  to  the  young  republic  were  to  be  inscribed  on  capes, 
islands,  and  promouteries,  seas,  bays,  and  continents.  There 
was  soon  to  be  a  ''iStaten  Island  "  both  in  the  frozen  ciicles  of 
the  northern  and  of  the  southern  pole,  as  well  as  in  that 
favoured  region  where  now  the  mighty  cun-ent  of  a  world- 
wide commerce  flows  through  the  gates  of  that  great  metro- 
polis of  the  western  world,  once  called  New  Amsterdam. 
Those  well-beloved  words,  Orange  and  Nassau,  Maurice  and 
William,  intermingled  with  the  names  of  many  an  ancient 
town  and  village,  or  with  the  simple  patronymics  of  hardy 
navigators  or  honoured  statesmen,  were  to  make  the  verna- 
cular of  the  new  commonwealth  a  familiar  sound  in  tlie 
remotest  corners  of  the  earth ;  while  a  fifth  continent,  dis- 
covered by  tlie  enterprise  of  Hollanders,  was  soon  to  be  fitly 
baptized  with  the  name  of  the  fatherland.  Posterity  lias 
been  neither  just  nor  grateful,  and  tbose  early  names  which 
Dutch  genius  and  enterprise  wrote  upon  so  many  prominent 
jjoints  of  the  earth's  surface,  then  seen  for  the  iii-st  time  by 
Eurtjpean  eyes,  are  no  longer  known. 

The  impulse  given  to  tlie  foreign  trade  of  the  Netherlands 
by  the  publication  of  Linschoten's  work  was  destined  to  be  a 
lasting  one.  Meantime  this  most  indefatigable  and  enter- 
prising voyager — one  of  those  men  who  had  done  nothing  in 
Lis  own  estimation  ho  long  as  aught  remained  to  do — was 
deeply  pondering  the  possibihty  of  a  shorter  road  to  the 
ojiuleut  kingdoms  of  Cathay  and  of  China  than  the  one 
which  the  genius  of  De  Garaa  had  opened  to  his  sovereigns. 
Geography  as  a  science  was  manii'esting  the  highest  activity 
at  that  period,  but  was  still  in  a  rudimentary  state.  To  the 
Hollanders  especially  much  of  the  progress  already  made  by 
it  was  owing.  The  maps  of  the  w  orld  by  ^lercator  of  Leyden, 
published  on  a  large  scale,  together  with  many  asti-onomical 
and  geographical  charts,  deline4ition8  of  exploration,  and 
other  scientific  works,  at  the  magnificent  printing  estabhsh- 
jucnt  of  WilUam  Blaeuw,  in  Amsterdam,  the  fricmi  and  pupil 


-tf  Tv^ati  Skaoi*^  joii  an?  ixA  n  tibal  fine  of  trpographen 
^Du  umi^  >3i2-  3Hiie  iiimraR.  «cnsitBled  an  ^ocfamcosmo- 
xmoay       AouGbai'   sriifKC  iCiftiaBS  c€   geognphy  lired  id 
»Tiric»^nmi,  r^fss  F!aiiisie  hj  numt.  a  CAlrimsl  pmcher, 
aiiL  me  ii  -ae  sisc  mtaisus  sad  iniolenat  of  his  doth.   In 
ML  MSK  mii  &  Ttzimaj  vtiiek  k«l  not  jet  tfaoroo^ifaly  kuned 
mi&  Jk^EOL  TiTTi*"?  W  kz3iir€«s  of  thooBuids  of  mmden 
<saininii2Mi  ay  jd.  lastMS&ss.  ChtaA,  b?  «ns  one  of  those  who 
smama:^  'Tie  mhsassisicn.  *■£  a  nev  dogma  and  a  new  hie^ 
jBTfl.7.  k  "sasw  ^sactkay  and  a  nev  cfaoreh,  in  place  of  the 
OML  me&.  a  BO^aiKary  ng«h  lor  fifty  yeais  of  pefp^nal 
|iM:««Jm»L    V-*frntgr  T  inniMBli  nor  Peter  Titelmaim  oonU 
la-rif  -mzpi  ^aizm&ply  aitluRcd  a  Jew  or  a  CalTiiiist  than 
F^ft?  p^aoiais  dt*Cfi(«cd  a  Lntliefan,  or  any  other  d  the 
^m.»«'>j^t  snxie  cc  ;aifcjCi<cnEscs.  That  the  intoleianGe  of  himsdf 
ami  1^  ■^imrsc^t  w«$  ^ocfiKd  to  fieiy  words,  and  was  not 
3iii:i_35sc-c^i  ii  ri»r  jetotl  Icmhvg  alive  of  the  heterodox,  wan  a 
narx  zi  "sut  jifnuee  '^-■v'^  hv  the  mass  of  mankind  in  de^Hfl 
ct  zjis:trr.    \z.  v^e  at  any  rate  a  aJace  to  those  who  bdieTed 
h,  ^JT-n;L7  prrcKSR.  i^-M  in  matters  of  conscience,  that  no 
:-.lr'  T'::l7>iiJ^  i.!  e=ti : Lishnir- 1  was  ever  likely  to  imitate 
tie  :l^:.li1ts?  z^i^'-iiii-rrv  :";t  the  extennination  of  heretical 
Tfri-::i  -v'ij.'l  "Ir  C!:~r.h  ■:•:  Eome  had  found  in  theSi>aiiish 
I2  .m-.r.L-     Tl-r  ili^tf  •:•:  Jennnoixition  from  the  pulpit  of 
P-jji  :i5  LiT^e  I.cj:  since  mingleil  with  empty  air  and  been 
tr-vTc::-  ^1•:  his  ?ervi.vs  in  the  e:ia5e  of  nautical  enterprise 
\z. .  z  •  'rr  '.J-sS.  f.\'?L>.%  wlii.'h  forme«J,  as  it   were,  a  ro- 
11^:.::  :.  :.    '•ii:    hi-  •ie.ciei  the-  more  serious   pursuits  of 
ilf^:"-  cj.    ^m  e-Jcar  Lis   name   for  ever  to  the  lovers  of 

rijji  ::is  aiil  Dr.  Francis  3Ia;ilzoon — the  enlightened 
p-n-i  .lAry  oi  Enkbuizen— h;ul  studied  long  and  earnestly 
iLr  :.:-:  ry  ;»'^.!  a-f->:ts  of  the  oceanic  trade,  which  had  been 
uiif.  Mfnj:  its-.-If  then  for  a  whole  century,  but  was  still  com- 
parativfly  n^w,  while  Barneveld,  ever  ready  to  assist  in  the 
advancenir^nt  of  s«-ience.  and  to  foster  that  commerce  wliich 
wa-    ili<-  liiV-    ni    til,,   coaiuioiiwealth,    was    most   favourably 
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disposevl  towards  projects  of  oua-itimo  oxploratioB,  For 
hitherto,  although  the  HolIaDclera  had  been  among  the 
hardiest  aud  the  foremost  in  the  art  of  uavigation,  they  had 
l^contributed  but  little  to  actual  discovery.  A  Genoese  had  led 
ae  way  to  America,  while  one  Portuguese  mariner  had  been 
tlie  first  to  double  the  southern  cap©  of  Atrica,  and  another, 
^^t  tJie  opposite  side  of  the  world,  had  opened  what  was  then 
^fcu[)pu8ed  the  only  paasuge  through  the  vast  continent  which, 
^fcccording  to  ideas  then  prevalent,  extended  from  the  Southern 
Wol 


?ole  to  Greenland,  aud  from  Java  to  Patagonia.     But  it  waa 


lier  to  follow  in  tlio  wake  of  Columbus,  Gama,  or  Magellan, 
than  to  strike  out  new  pathways  by  the  aid  of  scientilio 
deduction  aod  audacious  enterprise.    At  a  not  distant  day 
many  errui-s,  disseminated  by  tho  boldest  of  Portuguese  navi- 
itora,  were  to  bo  corrected  by  tho  splendid  thscoveriea  of 
,ilore  sent  forth  by  tho  Dutch  republic,  and  a  rich  harvest 
in  consequence  was  to  bo  reaped  both  by  science  and  com- 
merce.    It  is  true,  too,  that  tho  Netherlauders  claimed  to 
ave  led  the  way  to  the  great  voyages  of  Columbus  by  their 
every  of  the  Azores.    Joshua  van  den  Berg,  a  merchant 
Bruges,  it  was  vigorously  maintained,  had  lauded  in  tliat 
ihipL'lago  in  tho  year  1445.    Ho  had  found  there,  however, 
vestiges  of  the  humim  race,  stivo  that  upon  tho  principal 
in  tho  midst  of  tho  solitude,  wa«  seen — so  ran  the  tale 
— a  colossal  statue  of  a  man  on  horseback,  wrapped  in   a 
loak,  holdiug  the  reins  of  his  steed  in  his  left  hand,  and 
lemnly  extending  his  right  arm  to  the  west.    This  gigantic 
and  solitary  apparition  on  a  rock  in  the  ocean  was  supposed 
to  indicate  the  exLstenco  of  a  new  world,  and  tho  direction  in 
which  it  was  to  be  sought,  but  it  is  probable  that  the  ship- 
ecked  Fleming  was  quite  innocent  of  any  sucli  magnificent 
isions.     Tho  origimd  designation  of  the  Flemish  Islands, 
lerived  from  their  first  colonization  by  Netherlauders,  was 
ilianged  to  Azores  by  Portuguese  mariners,  amazed  at  the 
yriads  of  hawks  which  they  found  there.    But  if  the  Nether- 
iders  had  never  been  able  to  make  higher  claims  as  dis- 
iverers  than  the  accidental  and  dubious  landing  upon  an 
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may  seem  but  a  poor  liarbarLsm.  If  the  triiimplig  and  joys 
of  tho  battle-titild  have  been  esteemed  among  the  noblest 
themes  for  poet,  painter,  or  chronicler,  alike  in  the  mists  of 
antiquity  and  in  t!ie  full  glare  of  later  days,  surely  a  still 
more  encouraging  speetaele  for  those  who  believe  in  the 
worlds  progress  is  the  exhibition  of  olmost  infinite  valour, 
skill,  and  endurance  in  the  cause  of  science  and  humanity. 

It  was  believetl  by  the  Dutch  cosniograj»hers  that  some  ten 
thousand  miles  of  voyaging  might  be  saved,  could  the  passage 
to  what  were  then  called  the  kingdoms  of  Cathay  be  effected 
by  way  of  the  north.  It  must  b<3  remembered  that  there 
were  no  maps  of  the  unknown  regions  lying  beyond  the 
northern  headlands  of  Sweden.  Delineations  of  continents, 
islands,  straits,  rivers,  and  seas,  over  which  every  modern 
schoolboy  pores,  were  not  attempted  even  by  the  hand  of 
fancy.     It  was  perhaps  easier  at  the  entl  of  the  sLsteenth 

^  century  than  it  is  now,  to  admit  the  possibility  of  a  practical 
ath  to  China  and  India  across  the  pole ;  for  delusions  as  to 

'  climate  and  geographical  configuration  then  prevalent  have 
long  since  been  dispelled.  While,  therefore,  at  least  as  much 
heroism  was  required  then  as  now  to  launch  into  those  im- 

I  known  seas,  in  hope  to  solve  the  dread  mystery  of  the  North, 
re  was  even  a  firmer  hope  than  can  ever  be  clierished 
of  deriving  an  immediate  and  tangible  benefit  from 
the  enterprise.  Plancius  and  Maalzoon,  the  States-General 
and  Prince  Alaurice,  were  convuiced  that  the  true  road  to 
Cathay  would  bo  found  by  sailing  north-east.  Linschoten, 
the  man  who  knew  India  and  the  beaten  paths  to  India 
better  than  any  other  living  Christian,  was  so  firmly  con- 
vinced  of  the  truth  of  this  theory,  that  ho  volunteered  to 
take  tho  lead  in  the  first  expedition.  Many  were  tlie  fan- 
tastic drciims  in  which  even  the  wisest  thinkers  of  the  ago 
indulged  as  to  tho  polar  regions.  Four  straits  or  channels, 
pierced  by  a  magio  hand,  led,  it  was  thought,  from  the  inte- 
rior of  Muscovy  towards  the  arctic  seas.  According  to  some 
speculators,  however,  those  seas  enclosed  a  polar  continent 
where  perpetual  summer  and  unbroken  daylight  reigned,  and 
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ctive  one.  There  were  no  logarithms,  no  means  of  deterrain- 
Qg  at  sea  the  variations  of  the  magnetic  needle,  no  system  of 
iead  reckoning  by  thrownng  the  log  and  elironicling  the 
oiirses  traversed.  The  firearais  with  which  the  sailors  were 
do  battle  with  the  unknown  enemies  that  might  beset 
tieir  path  were  rude  and  clumsy  to  handle.  The  art  of  coui- 
essing  and  condensing  provisions  wjis  unknown.  They  had 
ilo  tea  nor  eofifee  to  refresh  the  nervous  system  in  its  terrible 
trials ;  but  there  was  one  deficiency  which  perhaj^s  supplied 
the  plaf'O  of  many  positive  luxuries.  Those  Hollanders  drank 
no  ardent  spirits.  They  had  beer  and  wine  in  reasonable 
juautitiea,  but  no  mention  is  ever  mad©  in  the  journals  of 
heir  famous  voyages  of  any  raoro  potent  liquor ;  and  to  this 
cirenmstance  doubtless  the  absence  of  mutinous  or  disorderly 
emonstrations,  under  the  most  trjang  circumstances,  may  in 
,  great  degree  be  attributed. 

Thus,  these  navigators  wore  but  slenderly  provided  with 
be  appliances  with  whicli  hazardous  voyages  have  been 
loothed  by  modern  art ;  but  they  had  iron  hearts,  faith  in 
tiem^elves,  in  their  commanders,  in  their  republic,  and  in  the 
)ninipotent;    perfect  discipline  and  unbroken  cheerfulness 
aid  toil,  sufferuig,  and  danger.   No  chapter  of  history  utters 
more  beautiful  homily  on  devotion  to  duty  as  the  true 
aiding  principle  of  human  conduct  than  the  ai'tless  narra- 
feivca  which  have  been  preserved  of  many  of  these  maritime 
jterprises.     It  is  for  these  noble  lessons  that  they  deserve  to 
kept  in  perpetual  memory. 

And  in  no  individual  of  that  day  were  those  excellent 
|ualities  more  thoroughly  embodied  than  in  William  lia- 
endz,  pilot  and  burgher  of  Amsterdam.  It  was  partly 
ader  his  charge  that  the  first  little  expedition  set  forth 
the  5th  of  Juno,  1504,  towards  those  unknown  arctic 
eeas  which  no  keel  from  Christendom  bad  ever  ploughed,  and 
those  fabulous  regions  where  the  foot  of  civilized  men  had 
Clever  trod.  Blaalzuon,  IManciuB,  and  lialthasar  Moucheron, 
mercliant  of  Middelburg,  were  tlie  chief  directors  of  the  enter- 
prise ;  but  there  was  a  difl'ei'ence  of  opinion  between  them. 


THE  FHIST  ARCTIC  EXPEDITION. 

gate.  They  were  informed  by  tho  iSamoytxles  of  tlio  coast 
that,  aftor  penetratiug  the  narrow  channel,  they  would  find 
themselves  in  a  broad  and  open  sea.  Sobseqnent  discoveries 
showed  the  con-ectnesa  of  the  statement,  but  it  was  not  per- 
mitted to  the  adventurers  on  this  occasion  to  proceed  so  far. 
Tho  strait  was  already  filbjd  with  ice-drift,  and  their  vessels 
were  brought  to  a  standstill,  after  about  a  himdred  and 
fifty  English  miles  of  progress  beyond  the  Wuigatjt;  for  the 
whole  sea  of  Tartary,  converted  into  a  mass  of  ice-mountains 
and  islands,  and  lashed  into  violent  agitation  by  a  north- 
easterly storm,  seemed  drinnji:  down  np:»n  the  doomed 
voyagers.  It  was  obvious  that  the  sunny  clime  of  Cathay 
was  not  thus  to  be  reached,  at  least  upon  that  occasion.  With 
difliculty  they  succeeded  in  extricating  themselves  from  the 
dangers  surrounding  them,  and  emerged  at  last  from  the 
Waigats. 

On  the  15th  of  August,  in  latitude  69°  15',  they  met  the 
ship  of  Barendz  and  returned  in  company  to  Holland,  reach- 
ing Amsterdam  on  the  UMh  of  September,  Bnrendx  had 
found  the  seas  and  coasts  visited  by  him  destitute  of  human 
inhabitants,  but  swarming  with  polar  bears,  with  seals,  with  a 
terrible  kind  of  mouatei*s,  then  seen  for  the  first  time,  as  large 
as  oxen,  with  almost  huuMin  faces  and  with  two  long  ttisks 
protruding  from  eaeli  grim  and  grotesque  visage.  These 
mighty  beaste,  subsequently  known  as  walmsses  or  sea-horses, 
were  found  sometimes  in  swarms  of  two  hundred  at  a  time, 
basking  in  the  firctic  sun,  and  seemed  equally  at  home  on 
land,  in  the  sea,  and  on  icebergs.  Wlien  aware  of  the  ap- 
proach of  their  human  visitors,  they  would  slide  off  an  icc- 
hlock  into  the  water,  holding  tlieir  cubs  in  their  arms,  and 
ducking  up  and  down  in  the  sea  as  if  in  sport  Then  tossing 
the  young  ones  awny,  they  would  rush  u[)on  the  boats  and 
endeavour  to  sink  the  strangers,  Mhora  they  instinctively  re- 
cognised as  their  natural  enemies,  JVIany  were  the  severe 
combats  recorded  by  the  diarist  of  that  voyage  of  Barendz 
with  the  walrusses  and  the  bears. 
The  chief  result  of  this  first  exf)edition  was  the  geogra- 
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iBHCcess.     Yet  tliere  ia  no  doubt  of  the  genuinenesa  of  the 

rconviction  by  which  LiDSchoten  was  actuated.     The  calmer 

Bareudz,  and  his  friend  and  comrade  Oerrit  de  Veer,  were 

of  opinittii  that  the  philosopher  bad  made  "  rather  a  free  re- 

■prescntation"  of  the  enterprise  of  1594  and  of  the  prospects  I 

for  the  future. 

Nevertheless,  the  general   Covei-nmeot,   acting  on   Lin- 

loten's  suggestion,  furnished  a  fleet  of  seven  ships:  two 

Ffrora  Enklnn'zen,  two  from   Zi^eland,   two  from  Amsterdam, 

land  a  yacht  which  was  to  be  despatched  homeward  with  the 

news,  so  soon  as  the  expedition  should  have  passed  through 

the  straits  of  Nassau,  forced  its  way  througli  the  frozen  gulf 

^of  Tartary,  doubled  Cape  Tabin,  and  turned  southward  on 

Hits  direct  course  to  China.      The  sublime  credulity  which 

^kpepted  Linschoten's  hasty  solution  of  the  polar  enigma  afl 

^'Kiichisivo  was  fairly  notched  by  the  sedatencss  with  which 

the  authorities  made  the  preparations  for  tlio  new  voyage. 

H^  deliberately  were  the  broadcloths,  linens,  tapestries,  and 

other   assorted   articles   for   this    first   great   speculation   to 

Cathay,  via  the  North  Pole,  stowed  on  board  the  fleet,  that 

Rpearly  half  the  summer  had  passed  before  anchor  was  weighed 

lu  tlie  JMeuse.     The  pompous  expedition  was  thus  predestined 

to  an  almost  ridiculous  faihire.  Yet  it  was  in  the  hands  of  great 

Bmen,  both  on  shore  and  sea.     ^Maurice,  Barneveld,  and  3[aal- 

z«x»n  had  personally  interested  therastdvea  in  the  details  of  its 

outiitting,  Linschoten  sailed  m  chief  commissioner,  the  calm 

and  intrepid  Barendz  was  upper  pilot  of  the  whole  fleet,  and 

a  man  who  was  afterwards  destined  to  achieve  an  immortal 

name  in  the  naval  history  of  his  countrj%  Jacob  Heemskerk, 

was  supercargo  of  the  Amsterdam  ship.     In  obedience  to  the 

plans  of  Linschoten  and  of  Maalzoon,  tlie  passage  by  way  of 

the  Waigata  was  of  course  attempted.  A  landing  was  oflected 

on  the  coast  of  Tartary.    Whatever  geographical  information 

could  lx>  obtained  from  such  a  source  was  imparted  by  the 

^wandering  Samoyedes.     On  the  2nd  of  September  a  party 

^veut  asliore  on  Staten  Island  and  occupied  themselves  in^ 

gatherhig  some  glistening  pebbles  which  the  joomalist  of  tlie 
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tlie  polo  to  farthest  Ind,  deteniiined  to  reuow  the  attempt 
the  following  summer.  The  city  of  Amsterdam  accord- 
iDgly,  early  in  the  year  1590,  fitted  out  two  ships. 
Select  crews  of  entirely  immaiTied  men  volunteered 
for  the  enterprise.  John  Corjielisz  van  derRyp,  an  experieneed 
sea-captain,  was  placed  in  clmrge  of  one  of  the  vessels,  Wil- 
liam Barendz  w^as  np|>er  pilot  of  the  other,  and  Heemskerk, 
•*the  man  who  ever  steered  his  way  through  ico  or  iron,"' 
was  skipper  and  supercargo. 

The  ships  sailed  from  the  Vlie  on  tJie  ISth  May.  Tho 
opinions  of  Peter  Plancius  prevailed  in  this  expedition  at 
last;  the  mtiin  object  of  both  Ryp  and  Barendz  being  to 
avoid  the  fatal,  narrow,  ice-clogged  Waigats.  Althoiigli 
identical  in  this  determination,  their  views  as  to  the  confi- 
guration of  the  laud  and  sea,  and  as  to  the  proper  course  to 
be  steered,  were  conflicting.  They  however  sailed  in  company 
mainly  in  a  N.E.  by  N.  direction,  although  Barendz  would 
have  steered  ranch  more  to  the  cast. 

On  the  5th  June  the  watch  on  deck  saw,  as  they  supposed, 
immense  flocks  of  white  swans  swimming  towards  the  ships, 
and  covering  the  sea  as  far  ns  the  eye  could  reach.  All  hands 
came  up  to  look  at  the  amazing  spectacle,  but  tho  more  ex- 
perienced soon  perceived  that  the  myriads  of  swans  were 
simply  infinite  fields  ot  ice,  through  which  however  they 
•were  able  to  steer  their  course  without  much  impediment, 
getting  into  clear  sea  beyond  about  midnight,  at  which  hour 
the  sun  was  one  degree  above  the  horizon. 
■  Proceeding  northwards  two  days  more  they  were  again 
mirrounded  by  ice,  and,  finding  the  "  water  green  as  grass, 
they  believed  themselves  to  be  near  Greenland."  On  the  9th 
Jime  they  discovered  an  island  in  latitude,  according  to  their 
observation,  74°  30',  which  seemed  about  five  miles  long.  In 
this  neighbourhood  they  remained  four  days,  having  on  one 
occasion  a  "  great  fight  which  lasted  four  glasses  "  with  a  polar 
bear,  and  making  a  desperate  attempt  to  capture  him  in 
k<)rder  to  bring  Iiim  as  a  show  to  Holland.     The  effort  not 
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We  now  see  that,  quite  the  contrary  is  the  case,**  continues 
De  Veer,  with  perfect  seriousness,  '*uor  is  it  to  be  wondered 
at,  for  nobody  has  over  been  until  now  whore  those  bii*ds  lay 
their  eggs.  No  man,  so  far  as  known,  ever  reached  the  lati- 
tude of  eighty  degi'ees  before.  This  laud  was  hitherto  un- 
known." 

The  st!ientific  results  of  this  ever-memorable  voyage  might 
be  deemed  siifti(?iently  meagre  were  the  fact  that  tlio  eggs  of 
wild  geese  did  not  grow  on  trees  its  only  recorded  discovery. 
But  (he  investigations  made  into  the  dread  mysteries  of  the 
north,  and  the  actual  problems  solved,  were  many,  while 
the  simplicity  of  the  narrator  marks  the  infantine  chai-acter 
of  the  epoch  in  regard  to  natm-ul  history.  When  so  illustrious 
u  mind  as  Grotius  was  inclined  to  beh'eve  in  a  mce  of  arctic 
men  whose  heads  grew  beneath  theur  shoulders,  the  ingenuous 
mariner  of  Amsterdam  may  be  forgiven  for  his  earnestness  in 
combating  the  popular  theoi'y  concerning  goslings. 

On  tlio  23rd  June  they  went  ashore  again,  and  occupied 
themselves,  as  well  as  the  constant  attacks  of  the  beai-s  would 
lit,  in  obBsrving  the  variation  of  the  needle,  which  they 

certained  to  be  sixteen  degrees.  On  the  same  day,  the  ice 
Qg  aroimd  in  almost  infinite  masses,  they  made  haste  to 
extricate  themselves  from  the  land  and  bore  south^vards  again, 
making  Bear  Island  once  more  on  the  let  July.  Here  Corne- 
lius Kyj)  parted  company  with  Heemskerk  and  Bareudz, 
having  announced  his  intention  to  sail  northward  again  beyond 
latitude  80'^  in  search  of  the  coveted  passage.  Barendz,  re- 
taining his  opinion  that  the  true  inlet  to  the  circnmpolar  sea, 
if  it  existed,  would  be  found  N.E.  of  Nova  Zt^mbla,  steered  in 
that  direction.  On  the  13th  July  they  found  themselves  by 
observation  in  latitude  73°,  and  considered  themselves  in  the 
neighbourhood  of  Sir  Hugh  Willoughby*8  land.  Four  days 
later  they  were  in  Lomms*  Bay,  a  harbour  of  Nova  Zembla,  ao 
called  by  them  from  the  multitude  of  lomms  frequenting  it, 
u  bird  to  which  they  gave  the  whimsical  name  of  arctic  parrots. 
On  the  20th  July  the  ice  obstructed  their  voyage,  covering 
the  sea  in  all  directions  with  fluftting  mountains  and  valleys, 
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pieces  with  a  crash  "such  as  no  words  could  describe."  They 
escaped  any  serious  damage,  and  made  their  way  to  a  vast 
steepled  and  towered  bloc^k  hkc  a  iloating  cathedral,  where 
they  again  came  to  anchor. 

On  the  l.jth  August  they  reached  the  isles  of  Orange,  on 
the  extreme  north-eastern  verge  of  Nova  Zembla.  Here  a 
party  going  ashore  climbed  to  the  top  of  a  rising  ground,  and 
to  their  infinite  dehght  beheld  an  open  sea,  entirely  free 
from  ice,  stretching  to  the  S.E.  and  E.8.E.  as  far  as  eye  could 
reach.  At  last  the  game  was  won,  the  passage  to  Cathay 
.  was  discovered.  Full  of  joy,  they  pulled  back  iu  their  boat  to 
tie  ship,  •'  not  knowing  how  to  get  there  quick  enough  to  tell 
William  Barendz."  Alas !  they  were  not  aware  of  the  action 
uf  that  mighty  ocean  river,  the  Gulf-stream,  which  was 
Avrecpiug  around  those  regions  with  its  warm  dissolving 
current. 

Three  days  later  they  returned  baffled  iu  their  sanguine 
eflforts  to  sail  thixjugh  the  open  sea.  The  ice  had 
returned  upon  them, setting  soutliwardly  in  obedience 
to  the  same  impidse  which  for  a  moment  had  driven  it  away,  and 
they  found  themselves  imprisoned  again  near  the  "  Hook  of 
Desire." 

On  the  25th  August  they  had  given  up  all  the  liigh  hopes 
by  which  they  had  been  so  lately  inspired,  and,  iis 
the  stream  was  again  di'iving  the  ice  from  the  land, 
they  trusted  to  sail  southwai-d  and  westward  back  towards 
the  Waigats.  Having  ])assod  by  Nova  Zembhi,  and  found  no 
opening  into  the  seas  beyond,  they  were  disposed  in  the 
rapidly  waning  auminer  to  eftect  their  retreat  by  the  south 
side  of  the  island,  and  so  through  the  Straits  of  Nassau  home. 
Id  vain.  The  catastrophe  was  upon  them.  As  they  stmggled 
slowly  past  tlie  "  Ice-haven,"  tlie  floating  mountains  and 
glaciers,  impelled  by  the  mighty  current,  once  more  gathered 
around  and  forced  them  back  to  that  horrible  harbour. 
During  the  remaining  days  of  August  the  ship  struggled, 
almost  like  a  living  oreaturo,  with  the  perils  tliat  beset  her ; 
now  rearing  iu  the  air,  lier  bows  propped  u^wn  uiiglity  blocks. 
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till  die  afaeoliitely  sat  erect  np 
|ttjbtnte  on  her  side,  and  anon  i 
Tfitgnpr  would  for  a  moment  float  a 
iog  space  and  room  to  more  in. 
w  raging  the  while,  the  ice  wa 
in  all  directions,  and  the  ship  wi 
]D£idky  of  awful  sights  and  sounds 
Ungnage.  ''Twas  enough  to  ma^ 
said  Genit  de  Veer,  **  to  witness  tii 

Ba  the  agony  was  soon  over. 
1 5«,c      chip  was  hard  and  &st 
'*^^'         able  as  the  dry  land,  and 
thai  T€iar.  even  if  she  eyer  floated. 
1x1^  ivftablic  were  to  ^nd  the  wii 
Bes^iung  titemselTes  without  a  m 
ikie.  iber  set  about  their  arrange 
Lmnoci  and  discipline.    Most  fortu 
orin  wcK^  maases  of  timb^ ,  and  g: 
tiifflr  ^c«c<t^  from  distant  shores,  la; 
ywe^  timber  by  the  wandering 
>,>.".»••■.  •    hui\-i  a  bouse  in  which 
>:>Tf   fr.r-  :h-   wild  Wasts,  and  f 
::.-.:7.T  •/„:  c*::!     S,"*  thaukiug  Got 
.".•..;■  \p:*::<:»i  sipj  ^y  of  building  mat€ 
TIT.:-:   :::  i^^kini:. sheds,  in  hauling 
>-;.;■.?:>   fr.'=:   ihe  ship  before    th 

Sa  \';'-ks  ::  sttwiv  cheerful  lab 
.  >  .  :.  .::as  SdvW-sTorms,  aceomj 
-  •  -  via.i.  oiVn  filled  the  atm 
«1,a:  r.-:  hzni-sn  King  could  more 
;»,  "<:..-.. ^  .  >^:£t\  viid  any  of  their  : 
::.;  :;—;>;>:  sul^siied.  it  wjis  ofte 
...  :!.;•  .srr.-.s  c^f  a  p>lar  bear  before 
:\.r.v.  v\-;:*.vi  Iv  dtmnguished  movinj 

r  :   :  .,  -i'  ]:'.;:ii:ry  tvmjxinions  a< 


the  sun  remaiued  above  the  horizon,  swarraing  like  insects 
ad  birds  in  tropical  lands.  When  the  sailors  put  their 
iineat-tubs  for  a  moment  out  upon  the  ice  a  beards  intrusive 
muzzle  would  forthwith  be  inserted  to  inspect  the  contents. 
Maddened  by  hunger,  and  their  keen  scent  exoited  by  the 

I  Baited  provisions,  and  by  the  living  flesh  and  blood  of  these 
Jjitruders  upon  their  ancient  solitary  domains,  they   would 
often  attempt  to  effect  their  entrance  into  the  ship. 
On  one  such  occasion,  when  Heemskerk  and  two  companions 
^were  the  whole  garrison,  the  rest  being  at  a  distance  sledding 
^Bi'ood,  the  future  hero  of  Gibraltar  was  near  furnishing  a  meal 
"to  his  Nova  Zembla  enemies.     It  was  only  by  t-ossing  sticks 
and  stones  and  marling-spikes  across  the  ice,  which  the  bears 
would  instantly  turn  and  pursue,  like  dogs  at  play  with  chil- 
dren, that  the  assault  could  be  diverted  until  a  fortunate  shot 
was  made. 

Several  were  thus  killed  in  the  course  of  the  winter,  and 
one  in  particular  was  disembowelled  and  set  frozen  upon 
his  legs  near  their  house,  where  he  remained  month  after 
hiooth  with  a  mass  of  snow  and  ice  accumulated  upon  him, 
until  he  had  grown  into  a  fantastic  and  gigantic  apparition, 

tfitill  wearing  the  semblance  of  their  mortal  foe. 
By   the   beginning  of  October  the  weather   became   so 
ptensoly  cold  that  it  was  almost  imijossible  to  work.    The 
1/    carpenter  died  before  the  house  was  half  completed.     To  dig 
a  grave  was  impossible,  but  they  laid  him  in  a  cleft  of  the  ice, 
and  he  was  soon  covered   with  the  snow.    Meantime  the 
sixteen  that  were  left  went  on  as  they  best  might  with  their 
task,  and  on  October  2Qd  they  had  a   house-raising.    The 
frame-work    was    set    up,    and,   in   order  to  comply  with 
the  national  usage  in  such  cases,  they  planted,  instead  of  the 
May-pole  with  its  fluttering  streamers,  a  gigantic  icicle  before 
their  new  residence.     Ten  days  later  they  moved  into  the 
khouse  and  slept  there  for  the  first  time,  wliHe  abear, 
"protitiug  by  their  absence,  passed  the  night  in  the 
deserted  ship. 

On  the  4th  November  the  sun  rose  no  more,  but  the  moon 
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few  days  of  tlie  new  year,  it  was  impossible  for  them  to  move 
from  the  house.  On  the  25th  January,  the  snow-storms 
having  somewhat  abated,  they  once  more  dug  themselves  as 
it  were  out  of  their  living  grave,  and  B|>eiit  the  whole  day  in 
hauling  wood  from  the  shore.     As  their  hour-glasses  informed 

bem  that  night  was  ap|troaching,  they  betlionght  tiiemselves 
%t  it  was  Twelftli  Night,  or  Three  Kings'  Eve.     80  they  all 

espectfully  proposed  to  Skipper  Heemskerk,  that,  in  the 
midst  of  their  sorrow,  they  might  for  once  have  a  little 
diversion,  A  twelfth-night  feast  was  forthwith  ordained.  A 
scanty  portion  of  the  wine  yet  remaiuiug  to  them  was  pro- 
duced. Two  pounds  weight  of  ilour,  which  they  had  brought 
to  make  pasto  with  for  cartridges,  was  baked  into  pancakes 
with  a  little  oil,  and  a  single  hard  biscuit  was  served  out  to 
each  man  to  be  sopped  in  his  meagre  allowance  of  wine. 
"  We  were  as  happy,"  says  Gerrit  de  Veer,  with  simple 
jvuthos,  **  as  if  we  were  having  a  splendid  banquet  at  home. 
We  imagined  ourselves  in  the  fatherland  with  all  our  friends, 
80  mucli  did  we  enjoy  our  reptist." 

That  nothing  might  be  omitted,  lots  were  drawn  for  king, 

id  the  choice  fell  on  the  gunner,  who  was  forthwith  pro- 

"claimed  monarch  of  Nova  Zembla.     Certainly  no  men  could 

have  exhibited  more  undaunted  cheerfulness  amid  bears  and 

foxes,  icebergs  and  cold^such  as  Christiana  had  never  con- 

Bived  of  before— than  did  those  early  arctic  pilgrims.     Nor 

lid  Barendz  neglect  any  opjwrtunity  of  studying  the  heavens. 
meridian  was  drawn  near  the  house,  on  which  the  compass 
was  placed,  and  observations  of  various  stars  were  constantly 

aade,  despite  the  cold,  with  extraordinary  minuteness.     Tlie 

iititude,  from  concurrent  measurement  of  tbe  Giant,  the  Bull, 
Orion,  Aldebaran,  and  other  constellations — in  the  absence 
of  the  sun — was  ascertained  to  bo  a  little  above  seventy-six 
degrees,  and  the  variations  of  the  needle  were  accurately 
noted. 

On  the  24th  January  it  was  clear  weather  and  compara- 
tively mild,  so  that  ileemskerk,  with  De  Veer  and  another, 
walked  to  the  strand.     To  their  infinite  delight  and  surprise 
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-ntfT  iiCBL  s«"^  S^  cf  the  son  on 
Eu£  '3tpr  aZ  lafids&sd  bftck  with 
ZiicsncE  aixc  ijs  baad.  Manj  da' 
SfdiR  "an  6a*?rni<ixi  cCtbe  am  sh 
K  /vooa:  ;cBC  zl  ibe  lamode  of  ^ 
nf  73if  nrnTTigT  ic  ib&  ith  Norem 
X  r^ncii  le&zL  ce  rkiUe.  This,  n 
'aDa&  T?nmi  :e  -ic  ii»e  ICth  Febnu 
loii  iSinLT  isaoscbcre  succeeded. 
-tTiira^i  at  Swccrs  a'  the  cpinioi 
:-mi»£  i;  irhaLTt  ctet  thcee  irho  I 
"ZiiiL  ic  EiffsnsErsk.  On  the  27 
iii^v^Tsr.  m  3imike.  The  akr  iras 
^lic  jc  ne  5CZ  iris  txet  dktmctl 
iiri&f  v»r»  A^uf  tc  cXflAin  the  phf 
I>t4tsc  :c  aZ.  ThrT  had  kept  acci 
ditET  isicsriiri^i.  and  although  tl 
isrcctfc.  lie  h.-cz-pa3BS  had  leguj 
izorf.  X.-r«cT^.  Baz^ikii  knew  fro 
I^''*ir  t:  ItOX  fcKi^ted  by  Dr.  Joe 
-*  '77  '  "^l^:"*  Trr-rk  he  had  tnr-Qgh 
_-::"i  'll-lltj.  I'rT.  'iir  ^ivvn  wonlc 
-.."S  iZ  V.  :j,:^\  i^  o:-::j:::i.?:ioa  with  J 
:  •  z  iij  r-oi  1:1  :'«srrTi:::n  as  could 
.-..  LI. I  i.cni  lio:  Acjimctioii  at 
x^zit  iij.  tif  ri:-  bo-ii-f^  appearing 
:..  :1  Z:^  ::  TA~r:>.  The  date 
•?::.';  "->iri.  ii:  a  o.vl.r^dtion  of  the 
-=A?  ifii.'ei  w::h  an  aoouiaoy  which 
-i^  :-fr:Aii:Jy  c>::nsie!idiible.  Xerert 
:r.f  thfvrr  ::  rtn^^tjon  were  not  the 
Ty.l:  Brul:'i  talk:?  of  refraction 
iv.r\L.ir  .\ul.i  not  t-e  expected  to 


Tht-  startlinji  discorerv'  that  in  th( 
r>.»j  peAred  on  the  24th  Januarj-,  inste 
WAS   'ir>-tintHi  to  awaken  commotion 
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scientific  world,  and  has  perhaps  hardly  yet  been  completely 
explained. 

But  the  daylight  brought  no  mitigation  of  their  sufferings. 
The  merciless  cold  continued  without  abatement,  and  the 
Eun  seemed  to  mock  their  misery.  The  foxes  disappeared, 
and  the  ice-bears  in  their  stead  swarmed  around  the  house, 
and  clambered  at  night  over  the  roof.  Again  they  constantly 
fought  with  them  for  their  lives.  Daily  the  grave  question 
was  renewed  whether  the  men  should  feed  on  the  bears  or 
tlie  bears  on  the  men.  On  one  occasion  their  dead  enemy 
proved  more  dangerous  to  them  than  in  life,  for  tliree  of  their 
number,  who  had  fcil  on  bear's  liver,  were  nearly  poisoned  to 
death.  Had  they  perished,  none  of  the  whole  party  would 
have  ever  left  Nova  Zembla.  "  It  seemed,*'  said  the  diarist, 
"  that  the  beasts  had  smelt  out  that  we  meant  to  go  away, 
and  had  just  begun  to  have  a  taste  for  ns." 

And  thus  the  days  wore  on.  The  hour-glass  and  the 
almanac  told  them  that  winter  had  given  place  to  spring,  but 
nature  still  lay  in  cold  obstruction.  One  of  their  number, 
^vho  had  long  been  ill,  died.     They  hollowed  a  grave  for  him 

'  in  the  frozen  snow,  performing  a  rude  burial  service,  and 
singing  a  psalm  j  but  tbe  cold  had  nearly  made  them  all 
corpses  before  the  ceremony  wm  done. 

At  last,  on  the  17th  April,  some  of  them  climbuig  over  the 
icebergs  to  the  shore  found  much  open  sea.  They  also  saw 
a  small  bird  diving  in  the  water,  and  looked  upon  it  as  a 
halcyon  and  harbinger  of  better  fortimes.     The  open  weather 

I  continuing,  they  began  to  hanker  for  the  fatherland.  So  they 
brought  the  matter, "  not  mutinously  but  modestly  and  reason- 
ably, before  Wilham  Barendz,  that  he  might  suggest  it  to 
Heemskerk,  for  they  were  all  willing  to  submit  to  his  bett4?r 

[  judgment*"  It  was  determined  to  wait  through  the  month  of 
May.  Should  they  then  be  obhged  to  abandon  the  ship4hey 
were  to  make  the  voyage  in  the  two  open  boats,  which  had 
been  carefully  stowed  away  beneath  the  snow.  It  was  soon 
obvious  that  the  ship  was  hard  and  fast,  and  that  she  would 
never  float  again,  except  perhaps  as  a  portion  of  the  icebergs 


number  to  get  uitoii  tho  solid  ice  beyond  and  make  fast  a  line. 
*'  Bnt  wlio  is  to  b(3ll  tlio  cat  ?  "  said  Gerrit  dc  Veer,  who  sooq, 
however,  volunteered  himself,  being  the  lightest  of  all. 
Leaping  from  one  floating  block  to  another  at  the  imminent 
risk  of  being  swept  off  into  space,  he  at  last  reached  a  sta- 
tionary island,  and  fastened  his  rope.  Thus  they  warped 
tliemselves  once  more  into  the  open  sea. 

On  the  20th  June  William  Barendz  lay  in  the  boat  study- 
ing carefully  the  charts  which  they  had  matle  of  the  ^^  jy^^^ 
land  and  ocean  discovered  in  their  voyage.  Tossing  ^^^'^* 
about  ill  an  open  skiff  upon  a  polar  sea,  too  weak  to  sit  up- 
right, reduced  by  the  unexampled  sufferings  of  that  horrible 
winter  almost  to  a  shadow,  he  still  preservetl  his  cheerful- 
nesa,  and  maintaiued  that  he  would  yet,  with  God's  help, 
perform  his  destined  task.  In  his  next  attempt  he  would 
steer  noilh-east  from  the  North  Cape,  he  said,  and  so  discover 
^  the  passage. 

Whde  he  was  "  thus  prattling,"  tho  boatswain  of  the  other 
boat  came  on  board,  and  said  that  Claaa  Anderson  would 
hold  out  bnt  little  longer. 

"  Then,"  said  William  Barendz,  "methiulis  I  too  shall  last 
but  a  little  while.  Gerrit,  give  me  to  drink.**  "When  he  had 
dnmk,  he  turned  his  eyes  on  Do  Veer  and  suddenly  breathed 
his  last. 

Great  was  the  dismay  of  his  companions,  for  they  had  been 
deceived  by  the  dauntless  energy  of  the  man,  thus  holding 
tenaciously  to  his  great  purpose,  unbailed  by  danger  and 
disappointment,  even  to  the  last  instant  of  life.  He  waa  their 
chief  pilot  and  guide,  *'  in  whom  next  to  God  they  tnisted/* 

And  thus  the  hero,  who  for  vivid  intelligence,  coumge,  and 
perseverance  amid  every  obstacle,  is  fit  to  bo  classed  among 
the  noblest  of  maritime  adventurers,  had  ended  his  career. 
Nor  was  it  unmeet  that  the  man  who  had  led  those  three 
great  although  imsuccessful  enterprises  towards  the  North 
Pole,  should  be  laid  at  last  to  rest — like  tho  soldier  dying  in 
a  lost  battle — upon  the  field  of  his  glorious  labours. 

Nearly  six  weeks  longer  they  struggled  amid  tempestuous 
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months  before  in  order  to  sail  north  by  way  of  Spitzbergen. 
As  his  christian  name  and  surname  were  signed  in  full  to  the 
letter,  the  conception  did  not  seem  entirely  unnatural,  yet  it 
was  rejected  on  the  ground  that  they  had  far  more  reasons 
to  believe  that  he  had  periahod  than  ho  for  accepting  their 
deaths  as  certain.  One  might  imagine  it  to  have  been  an 
every  day  occurrence  for  Hollanders  to  receive  letters  by  a 
Lapland  penny  postman  in  those  desolate  regions.  At  last 
Heemskerk  bethought  himself  tliat  among  his  papers  were 
several  letters  from  their  old  comrade,  and,  on  comparison, 
the  handwTitiug  wa.4  found  the  same  as  that  of  the  epistle 
just  received.  This  deliberate  avoidance  of  any  hasty  jiunping 
at  conclusions  certainly  inspires  confidence  in  the  general 
accuracy  of  the  adventurers,  and  we  have  the  better  right  to 
believe  that  on  the  24th  January  the  sun's  disk  was  really 
seen  by  them  in  the  ice  harbour — a  fact  long  disputed  by  the 
learned  world^ — when  the  cai'eful  weighing  of  evidence  on  the 
less  important  matter  of  Kyp's  letter  is  taken  into  account. 

Meantime  while  they  were  slowly  admitting  the  identity  of 
their  friend  and  correspondent,  honest  John  Cornelius  Eyp 
himself  arrived — no  fantostif  fly-away  Hollander,  but  in  full 
flesh  and  bloo<l,  laden  with  provisions,  and  greeting  them 
lieartily. 

He  htul  not  pursued  his  8pitzl>ergeu  researches  of  the  pre- 
\'iouM  year,  but  he  ivas  now  on  a  trading  voyage  in  a  stout 
vessel,  and  he  conveyed  them  all  by  way  of  the  Ward-huis, 
where  he  tor>k  in  a  cargo,  back  to  the  fatherland. 

They  dropped  anchor  in  the  Meuse  on  the  29th  October, 
and  on  the  1st  November  arrived  at  Amsterdam.  Here, 
attired  in  their  robes  and  raps  of  white  fox-skin  which  they 
had  worn  while  citizens  of  Nova  Zemblti,  they  were  straight- 
way brought  before  the  magistrates  to  give  an  account  of 
their  adventures. 

They  had  been  absent  seventeen  months,  they  had  spent  a 
whole  autumn,  winter,  and  spring — nearly  ten  months — under 
the  latitude  of  76^  in  a  frozen  desert,  where  no  human  beings 
had  ever  dwelt  befor<«,  and  they  had  penetrated  beyond  80" 
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I  and  it  was  the  dearest  olijeft  of  Netherland  ainbition  to  eon- 
front  thcii'  enemy  in  both  those  regions,  and  to  clip  Iwtti 
those  oyershtidowiug  wings  of  his  ccjmmerce  at  once. 

The  intelligence,  enthusiasm,  and  tenacity  in  wrestling 
against  immense  obstacles  manifested  by  the  young  repuljlie 
at  this  great  expanding  era  of  the  world's  history  can  hardly 
bt?  exaggerated.  It  was  fitting  that  the  little  commonwealth, 
which  was  foremost  among  the  nations  in  its  hatred  of 
tyranny,  its  love  of  maritime  adventure,  and  ita  aptitndo  for 
foreign  trade,  should  take  the  lead  in  the  great  commercial 
movements  which  characterized  the  close  of  tlio  sixteenth  and 
the  commencement  of  the  seventeenth  centuries. 

While  Barendz  and  Hecraskerk  wore  attempting  to  force 
the  frozen  gates  which  were  then  8iipi>osed  to  guard  the 
northern  highway  of  commerce,  fleets  were  fitting  out  in 
Holland  to  stonn  the  Southern  Pole,  or  at  least  to  take 
advantage  of  the  pathways  already  opened  by  the  genius  and 
enterprise  of  the  earlier  navigators  of  the  century.  Liu- 
schoten  had  taught  his  countrymen  the  value  of  the  technical 
details  of  the  Indian  trade  as  then  understood.  The  voyages 
of  the  bruthers  Houtraann,  L3^>5-lf>00,  the  first  Dutch  expe* 
ditions  to  reach  the  East  by  doubling  tlie  Cape  of  Good 
Hope,  were  undertaken  according  to  his  precepts,  and 
directed  by  the  practical  knowledge  obtained  by  the  Rout- 
manna  during  a  residence  in  Portugal,  but  were  not  signalized 
by  important  discoveries.  They  are  chiefly  memorable  as 
having  laid  the  foundation  of  the  vast  trade  out  of  which  the 
republic  was  to  derive  so  much  material  power,  while  at  tlie 
same  time  they  mark  the  slight  beginnings  of  that  mighty 
monopoly,  the  Dutch  East  India  Company,  which  was  to 
teach  such  tremendous  lessons  in  commercial  restriction  to  a 
Btill  more  colossal  ICnglish  corporation,  that  mercantile  tyrant 
only  in  our  own  days  overthro\vn. 

At  thf*  same  time  and  at  the  other  side  of  the  world  seven 

Bliips,  fitted  out  from  Holland  by  private  enterprise,   were 

forcing    their  way  to   the    South  Sea   through  the  terrible 

strait  between  Patagonia  and  Fire  Land,  then  supposed  the 
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kingdoms,  they  made  few  discoyeries,  tlioy  destroyod  no  fleets, 
[  yet  they  were  the  first  pioneers  on  a  path  on  which  thereafter 
firere  to  be  many  such  achievements  by  the  republic 

At  least  one  heroio  incident,  whi<^h  marked  tlieir  departure 
from  the  straits,  deserves  to  be  held  in  perpetual  remem- 
brance. Admiral  de  Cordea  raised  on  the  shore,  at  the 
I  western  mouth  of  the  channel,  a  mde  memorial  with  an 
'  inscription  that  the  Netherlandera  were  the  first  to  effect  this 
dangerous  passage  with  a  fleet  of  heavy  ships.  On  the 
following  day,  in  commemoration  of  the  event,  he  founded  an 
order  of  knighthood.  The  chief  officers  of  the  squadron  were 
the  knights-commanders,  and  the  most  deserving  of  the  crew 
were  the  knights-brethren.  The  members  of  the  fraternity 
made  solemn  oath  to  De  Coi-des,  as  general,  and  to  each 
other,  tliat  '*  by  no  danger,  no  necessity,  nor  by  the  fear  of 
death,  would  they  ever  be  moved  to  undertake  anything 
prejudicial  to  their  honour,  to  the  welfare  of  the  fatherland, 
or  to  the  sucoess  of  the  enterprise  in  which  they  were 
engaged  ;  pledging  themselves  to  stake  their  lives  in  order, 
consistently  with  honour,  to  inflict  every  possible  damage  on 
the  hereditary  enemy,  and  to  plant  the  banner  of  Holland  in 
all  those  territories  whence  the  King  of  Spain  gathered  the 
treasures  with  which  ho  had  carried  on  this  perpetual  war 
against  the  Netherlands." 

Thus  was  instituted  on  the  desolate  shores  of  Fire  Land 
the  order  of  Knights  of  the  Unchained  Lion,  with  such  rude 
solemnities  as  were  possible  in  those  solitudes.  The  harbour 
where  the  fleet  was  anchored  was  called  the  Chevaliers*  Bay, 
I  but  it  would  be  in  vain  to  look  on  modern  maps  for  that 
heroic  appellation.  I*atagonia  and  Tierra  del  Fnego  know 
the  honest  knights  of  the  Unchained  Lion  no  more ;  yet  to 
an  unsophisticated  mind  no  stately  brotherhood  of  sovereigns 
and  patricians  seems  more  thoroughly  inspired  with  the  spirit 
of  Christian  chivalry  than  were  those  weather-beaten  adven- 
Iturers.  The  reefs  and  whirlwinds  ot  unknown  seas,  polar 
cold.  Patagonian  giants,  Spanish  cruisers,  a  thousand  real  or 
bulous   dangers  environed  them.      Their  provisions   were 
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liiitAry  Operations  iu  tlie  NetherlandB  —  Designs  of  tho  Spftuiah  Cummnnder 

—  Siege  of  Ottioy  —  AJvimce  upon  RlieiutHrg  —  Murder  of  tho  Count  of 
Broeck  and  his  garrison  —  Cft]»tiuo  of  Ifeea  and  Emmerich  —  Outrages  of 
the  Bpaoish  solditu-a  in  tho  pyicffiil  ]>roviiice8 — Inglorioua  uttompt  to 
avenge  the  hostilities  —  Stute  of  tmdu  in  thu  Province*  —  Naval  expoditioa 
under  Vnn  der  Doca  —  Arrival  of  Albert  and  Idabelln  nt  Bniasels  —  Military 
operations  of  Prince  Maurice  —  Negotiation  between  London  and  Bniaacia 

—  Henry  a  determination  to  ennct  the  CounoU  of  Trent — His  projected 
marriage  —  Queon  Elizabeth  and  Envoy  Oaron  —  Peace  propoaaLi  of  Sp<un 
to  Elizabeth  —  Couferenccd  at  Gertruyiluuberg  —  Uncertain  state  of  afliura. 

IE  military  operationa  iu  the  Netherlands  during  the  whole 
fear  1598  were  on  a  comparatively  small  scale  and  languidly 
onductcd.  The  Sttites  were  exhausted  by  the  demands  made 
ipon  the  treasury,  and  hafMed  Ijy  the  disingenuous  policy  of 
their  tdlies.  The  cardinal-archduke,  on  the  otlier  hand,  was 
o<x'opied  with  the  g^eat  events  of  his  marriage,  of  his  father- 
[i-luw's  death,  and  of  his  own  succession  in  eouj unction  with 
wife  to  the  sovereignty  of  the  provinces. 
In  the  autumn,  liowever,  tlie  Admiral  of  Arragon,  who,  as 
has  been  stated,  was  chief  military  commander  during  the 
absence  of  All>ert,  collected  an  army  of  twenty-five  thousand 

Pbot  and  two  thousand  cavalry,  crossed  the  Mtiuse  at  Roer- 
nond,  and  made  his  appearance  before  a  small  town  called 
)rsoy,  on  the  Rhine.     It  was  his  intention  to  invade  the 
duchies  of  Cleves,  Juliers,  and   Berg,  taking  advantage  of 

Kfche  supposed  madness  of  the  duke,  and  of  the  Hptinish  incHna- 
bons  of  liis  chief  counsellors,  who  constituted  a  kind  of  regency. 
By  obtaining  possession  of  these  iiu portent  proWnces — wedged 
as  they  wore  between  the  territory  of  the  republic,  the 
obedient  Netherlands,  and  Germany — an  excellent  military 
position  would  be  gained  for  making  war  upon  the  rebellious 
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troops  being  clamorous  for  pay  were  only  too  eager  to  levy 
blaek-mail  on  this  neutral  territory.  The  subraiRsion  of  the 
authorities  to  this  treatment  brought  upon  them  a  reproach 
of  violation  of  neutrality  by  the  States-General ;  the  Govern- 
ments of  Munster  and  of  the  duchies  being  informed  that,  if 
they  aided  and  abetted  the  one  belligerent,  they  must  expect 

tto  be  treated  as  enemies  by  the  other.* 
The  admiral  took  Reea  on  the  30th  October,  and  Emmerich 
On  the  2nd  November — two  principal  cities  of  Cleves.     On 
the  8th  November  he  crossed  into  the  territory  of  the  re- 
public and  captured  Deutekom,   after  a  very  short  siege. 
Maurice,  by  precaution,  occupied  Sevenaer  in  Cleves.     The 
^^prince — whose  diJiicult  task  was  to  follow  up  and  observe  an 
H^emy  by  whom  ho  was  outnumbered  nearly  four  to  one,  to 
^harass  him  by  skirmishes,  to  make  forays  on  his  communica- 
tions, to  seize  important  jKjints  belbre  he  could  reach  them, 
to  impose  upon  him  by  an  appearance  of  far  greater  force  than 
Hfthe  rcpublicau  army  could  actually  boast,  to  protect  the  cities  of 
l^the  frontier  like  Zutphen,  Lochem,  and  Doesburg,  and  to  pre- 
vent him  from  attempting  an  invasion  of  the  United  Provinces 
in  force,  by  crossing  any  of  the  rivers,  either  in  the  autumn 
or  after  the  winter's  ice  had  made  them  passable  for  the  Spanish 
army — succeeded  admirably  in  all  his  strategy.    The  admiral 
never  ventured^  to  attack  him,  for  fear  of  risking  a  defeat 
of  his  whole  army  by  an  antagonist  whom  he  ought  to  have 
swallowed  at  a  mouthful,  relinquished  all  designs  upon  the 
republic,  passed  into  Munster,  Cleves,  and  Berg,  and  during 
the  whole  horrible  winter  converted  those  peaceftd  provinces 
into  a  hell.     No  outrage  which  even  a  Spanish  army  could 
inflict  was  spared  the  miserable  inhabitants.    Cities  and  vil- 
^lages  were  sacked  and  bunied,  the  whole  country  was  placed 
^Winder  the  law  of  black-mad.     The  places  of  worship,  mainly 
Protestant,  were  all  converted  at  a  blow  of  the  sword  into 
■Catholic  churches.     Men  were  hanged,  butchered,  tossed  in 
™Bport  from  the  tops  of  steeples,  burned,  and  buried  alive. 
Women  of  every  rank  were  subjected  by  thousands  to  outrage 
*  Bor,  IV.  182496.    BCetaron.  369, 404. 
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mander,  who  now,  as  she  declared,  deserved  the  title  of  the 
first  captain  of  all  Cliristendoin.* 

A  period  of  languor  and  exhaustion  succeeded,  The  armies 
of  the  States  had  dwindled  to  an  effective  force  of  scarcely 
four  or  five  thousand  men,  while  the  new  levies  came  in  but 
slowly.  The  taxation,  on  the  other  hand,  was  very  severe. 
The  quotas  for  the  provinces  had  risen  to  the  amount  of  five 
million  eight  hundred  thousand  florins  for  the  year  1509, 
against  an  income  of  four  millions  six  hundred  thousand,  and 
this  deficit  went  on  increasing,  notwithstanding  a  new  tax  of 
one-half  per  cent,  on  the  capitid  of  all  estates  above  three 
thousand  tlorins  in  value,  and  another  of  two  and  a  half  per 
cent,  on  all  sales  of  real  property.*  The  finances  of  the 
obedient  provinces  were  in  a  still  worse  condition,  and  durijjg 
the  absence  of  the  cardinal-archduke  an  almost  universal 
mutiny,  occasioned  by  the  inability  of  tJie  exchequer  to  pro- 
vide payment  for  the  troops,  established  itself  throughout 
Flanders  and  Brabant,  There  was  much  recrimination  on 
the  subject  of  the  invasion  of  the  Rhenish  duchies,  and  a  war 
of  paujpldets  and  manifestos  between  t!ie  archduke's  Govern- 
ment and  the  States-Gonoral  succeeded  to  those  active  military 
operations  by  which  so  mm^h  misery  had  been  inflicted  on 
the  unfortunate  inhabitants  of  that  border  land.  There  was  a 
slight  attempt  on  the  part  of  the  Princes  of  Brunswick,  Hesse, 
and  Brandenlturg  to  counteract  and  Ui  punish  the  hostilities 
of  the  Spanish  troops  committed  upon  German  soil.  An  army 
— very  slowly  organized,  against  the  wishes  of  the  emperor, 
the  bishops,  and  the  Catholic  party — took  the  field,  and  made 
a  feeble  demonstration  upon  Itheinberg  and  upju  Rees  entirely 
without  result  and  then  disbanded  itself  ingloriouslyJ 

Meantime  the  admiral  had  withdrawn  from  German  terri- 
tory, and  was  amusing  himself  with  a  variety  of  blows  anued 
at  vital  points  of  the  republic.  An  excursion  into  the  Isle 
of  Bomrael  was  not  crowned  with  much  success.  The  assault 
on  the  city  was  repulsed.     The  fortress  of  Crevecoeur  was, 


*  Goran  to  the  8Ute*-GeDenil.  Van  der  Kemp,  it  199.      '  Wagenawr.  ix.  39. 
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proportion  of  the  crew.  The  admiral  himself  fell  a  victim  to 
the  disease  and  was  .buried  ou  the  island.  The  fleet  put 
to  sea  again  wnder  x\diuiral  Storm  van  Wena,  but  the  sick- 
ness pursued  the  adventurers  ou  their  voyage  towards  Brazil, 
one  thousand  of  them  dying  at  sea  in  fiJ'teen  days.  At 
Brazil  they  aec4implished  nothing,  and,  on  their  homeward 
voyage,  not  only  the  new  commander  succumbed  to  the  same 
Dntagion,  but  the  mortality  continued  to  so  extraordinary  an 
^  extent  that,  on  the  arrival  of  the  expedition  late  in  the  winter 
in  Holland,  there  were  but  two  captains  left  alive,  iind,  in 
many  of  the  vessels,  not  more  than  six  sound  men  to  each.* 
Nothing  could  be  more  wretched  than  this  termination  of  a 
great  and  expensive  voyage,  which  had  occasioned  such  high 
hopes  throughout  the  pix>vincc?8;  nothing  more  dismal  than 
the  political  atmosphere  which  surrounded  the  republic 
during  the  months  which  immediately  ensued.  It  was 
obvious  to  Bameveld  and  the  other  leading  persimages,  in 
whoric  hands  was  the  administration  of  affairs,  that  a  great 
military  success  was  absolutely  indispensable,  if  the  treacher- 
ous cry  of  peace,  when  peace  was  really  impossible,  should 
not  become  universal  and  fatal. 

Meantime  affairs  were  not  much  more  cheerful  in  tlie 
ol^edient  provinces.  Archduke  Albert  arrived  with  his  bride 
in  the  early  days  of  September,  1599,  at  Brussels,  and  was 
received  with  great  pomp  and  enthusiastic  rejoicings.  When 
are  pomp  and  enthusiasm  not  to  be  obtained  by  imperial 
personages,  at  brief  notice  and  in  vast  quantities,  if  managers 
understand  their  business?  After  all,  it  may  be  doubted 
whether  the  theatrical  display  was  as  splendid  as  that  which 
marked  the  beginning  of  the  Ernestian  era.  Schoolmaster 
Houwaerts  had  surpa^isod  himself  on  that  occasion,  and  was  no 
longer  capable  of  deifying  the  new  sovereign  as  thoroughly 
an  ho  had  deified  his  brother. 

Much  real  discontent  followed  close  upon  tlio  fictitious 
enthusiasm.    The  obedient  provinces  were  poor  and  forlorn, 


•  Bor,  Meteten,  Wagenaar,  ubi  tup. 
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'vrnxjE  "iht  -sstaaE:  i^  JEif^SKT  tiie  otyi^«^  lackeys, 
■KL  izu-  ^sasmsL  w^  fv^iled  tiie  retmne  of  the 
inH^miiL  ^Oii  Ml  Timii'ta.  ^nsuoiet  wmscs  or  mlanes,  at 
-iQL'VsiftUiL  •fcnmit  a,  ^t.*  AlbsTt  Ittd  visiied  to  be 
1.  snisz, '  inc  hiti  lea.  m^kbae  fo  obtain  the  gratifi- 
ir  us  wsL.  n±  lad  kxixd  to  he  empexor,  and 
je^  vfti  ic  .i^siK  iBTlTt'y^n^y  ixut^rsal  ia  hk  ideas  of  expensa^ 
^""W  itiii  TiiifwoFy  -^isc^^  ]Lrt£y  TEfcvlzd  Icr  their  eomplaint^ 
MBL  j°nrnirF-i  ic:ae>-3ECj  it  i^e^d  proviDces  to  ocntiibate 
jc  leaK  M  inii'Ti  iir  in^  ^issiax  cf  thar  niftsters  as  the 
asMis  mi.  3L  saamauKxtse  -if  tstss*  leiaeliioB.  The  pnmncial 
rrnm^  ▼^s-^  agrmrtTit^ti  agcrrTtgh-  to  paj  nmndlT  for  the 
•ssxis^  ic  iift!^  ^ar  je  v>±il  k  cf  the  eotzrt.  and  to  enable  the 
»pv  «r«-^rE2ri»  i:  SCTreas  *2e  niliiaix  mutinj,  which  amid 
■^•t  -ifuii'iBiteaL  r?«trCZ2:r  i2i=Er  azxrral  was  the  one  pnHnineiit 

TV  ic-sunik^  ine  ik:^  durCr-nine  yeais  oi  age,  the 
Ijiiij.-a  I-i-I^  rii  jriz^  jKZL^T.  She  was  esteemed 
iia.' "rc  .i_7  I'^ii'i—-^  :t  irr  c*::z^irrrs.  aiid  Caxdinal  Benti- 
f  C--  i-i—-  j:'  i  zi^L^  .:  >-  l-i.i:-i  ii.tTlIe«:t.  prdnounced  her  a 
v:i__i  .:  J  ^__^.  1.  L>:  sr.-^z.  :.»  It  a  pnjidigy  of  wisdom, 
-.-I'l-T  -_•-  r _:-_••-  :•:  irr  ii'Jirr.  ihe  m^iet  i^gacious  statesman 
:c  ti-^  i^f--  Iz.  i::-  Li^f-:  :•:•  the  Roman  faith  and  ritnal, 
ZL  Fi>r-i~  .-  -  fi-Zr-:?  ■::  denieaiiour,  and  in  hatred  of 
i-freCLi-r.  >_T  -  :^  :.:  Ifjks:  a  w.rrhy  child  of  that  sainted 
T^r-Trisi-'  Iz.  i  zi.r^  rofnt  of  view  she  was  his  superior. 
Tbr  ir  1  i^ikef — sc'  AI'£>rrt  and  IsabeUa  were  always  desig- 
i-a:e»i — -a^f re  a  s:r.j:ilarly  attached  couple,  and  their  house- 
hclL  a  rxrrjiVjcii-:  i^i  iiiij:>erial.  was  harmonious.     They 

-    r.  r   IV  :"-..  ■wr.  *.*•  F-nunus,  "  wois  nil  dan  tou 

--  A.'-':  :    I":..'.::,  i"   Ajr."I.  Ifo?.  Lar.ir»ti,  l-ivnnen,  morJen  und  wiitten 

Arch.   >;    mi-ji.^jj  >LS.      Saiae  to  ru  r-prtr-hen  ;  man  musz  irtr  Majestat 

aar&e.  13  July,  lo.*?.  Ibid.,  auff  dtn  knien  titzen  dienen,  auch  die 

"  rt:d.  Staien  der  ProviucJen  welches  ihnen 

"  Belaxi'-Eedellepror'.nbb«57.5S.  gw  ungem  thnt.'— Groen   v.  Prin- 

*<  -  Die  Infantin  auaz  HirfAnien,"  sterer,  Archives,  II.  8  (2  Ser.) 


^ 


RECOVERY  OF  CREVECCEUB  BY  MAtmiCE. 

loved  ench  other — sn  it  wus  believed — as  sineerely  as  they 
abhorreil  heretics  and  rebrls,  but  it  does  not  appear  that  they 
had  a  very  warm  afieetion  for  their  Flemish  subjects.  Every 
characteristic  of  tlieir  court  was  Spanish.  Spanish  costume, 
Spanish  manners,  tlie  Spanish  tongue,  were  ahnost  exchi- 
sively  predominant,  and  althongh  the  festivals,  dances, 
banquets,  and  tourneys,  were  all  very  magnificent,  the  pre- 
vailing expression  of  the  Brabautine  capital  resembled  that 
of  a  Spanish  convent,"  so  severely  correct,  so  stately,  and  so 
grim,  was  the  demeanour  of  the  court 

The  earliest  military  operations  of  the  stadholder  in  the  first 
year  of  the  new  century  were  successful.  Partly  by 
menace,  but  more  effectually  by  judicious  negotiation, 
Maurice  recovered  Crevecojur,  and  obtained  the  surrender  of 
St  Andrew,  the  fort  which  the  admiral  had  built  the  pre- 
ceding year  in  honour  of  Albert's  uncle.  That  ecclesiastic, 
with  whom  Mendnza  liad  WTangled  most  bitterly  during  the 
whole  interval  of  Albert's  al>sence,  had  already  taken  his 
departure  for  Home,  where  he  soon  afterwards  died.'*  The 
garrisons  of  the  forts,  being  mostly  Walloon  soldiers,  forsook 
the  Spanish  service  for  that  of  the  States,  and  were  banded 
together  in  a  legion  some  twelve  hundred  strong,^  which 
became  known  as  the  "  New  Beggars,**  and  were  placed  under 
tho  nominal  command  of  Frederick  Henry  of  Nassau, 
youngest  child  of  William  the  Silent.  The  next  military 
event  of  the  year  was  a  mad  combat,  undertaken  by  formal 
cartel,  between  Breaut^,  a  young  Norman  noble  in  the  service 
of  the  republic,  and  twenty  comrades,  with  an  equal  number 
of  Flemish  warriors  from  the  obedient  provinces,  under 
Grobbendonclc  About  one  half  of  the  whole  number  were 
killed,  including  the  leaders,  but  the  encounter,  although 
exciting  much  interest  at  the  time,  had  of  course  no  perma- 
nent importance." 

There  was  much  negotiation,  informal  and  secret,  between 
Bniflsels  and  lx)ndon  during  this  and  a  portion  of  tlie  follow- 

'*  Bentivoglio,  uU  »ip.  '•  Wnponanr,  ix.  04. 

»7  WagBiiAar,  ix.  30-72.    Bor,  IV.  522-603.    Meteren,  book  xxi. 
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ing  year.  Elizabeth,  natorany  enofogb,  was  weaiy  of  the 
war,  bat  she  felt  after  all,  as  did  the  Government  of  France, 
that  a  peace  between  the  United  Netherlands  and  Spain 
would  have  for  its  result  the  restoration  of  the  authority  of 
his  most  Catholic  Majesty  over  all  the  provinces.  The  states- 
men of  France  and  England,  like  most  of  the  politicians  of 
Eorope,  had  bat  slender  belief  in  the  possibility  of  a  popular 
government,  and  donbted  therefore  the  continued  existenee 
of  the  newly-organized  repablic"  Therefore  they  really 
deprecated  the  idea  of  a  peace  which  shonld  inclode  the 
States,  notwithstanding  that  from  time  to  time  the  qae^i  or 
some  of  her  coonsellors  had  so  vehemently  reproached  the 
Netherlanders  with  their  anwillingness  to  negotiate.  "At 
the  first  recognition  that  these  people  shonld  make  of  the 
mere  shadow  of  a  prince,**  said  Bnzanval,  the  keenly  ohserring 
and  experienced  French  envoy  at  the  Hagne,  *'  they  lose  the 
form  they  have.  All  the  blood  of  the  body  would  flow  to  the 
head,  and  the  game  would  be  who  should  best  play  the  valet 

The  house  of  Nassau  would  lose  its  credit  within 

a  month  in  case  of  peace."  "  As  such  statesmen  could  not 
imagine  a  republic,  they  ever  dreaded  the  restoration  in  the 
United  Provinces  of  the  subverted  authority  of  Spain. 

France  and  England  were  jealous  of  each  other,  and  both 
were  jealous  of  Spain.  Therefore  even  if  the  republican 
element,  the  strength  and  endurance  of  which  was  so  little 
suspected,  had  been  as  trifling  a  factor  in  the  problem  as 
was  supposed,  still  it  would  have  been  difficult  for  any  one 
of  the5>e  powers  to  absorb  the  United  Netherlands.     As  for 

18  "Da  tutto  qncsto  rngioni  dunque  from  Paris,  "desirent  changement  en 
si  put)  giudioure  che  non  sia  per  con-  Tcstat  du  gouvernement  populaire  et 
servardi  iiello  stato  prf't;onte  questa  election  d'un  eouverain.  Gombien  pen 
nuova  republica  ma  clie  piU  tosto  sia  connaissans  nos  necessitea,  nos  dcs- 
per  nianouro  in  Lreve  e  die  finulmente  seina,  nos  maux  !  En  tel  prcdieament 
isia  jtor  ri<lursi  .-^itto  il  pnorno  d'un  sonimes  nous  encettecour/'  21  Mars, 
8olo."  —  IVnIivoglin,  Kelnzicme  doUe  1»;0().  Lottres,  in  Valck.  fArchives  of 
Provinci<;  UiiiU-,  lib.  iii.  cap,  vii.  p.  the  Hague  MS.)  Compare  Instructiona 
50.  The  continn(!d  existence  of  the  of  James  I.  to  Spencer  and  "Winwood; 
*' new  republic"  for  two  centuries  after  Win  wood's  Memorials,  II.  829''335, 
these  remarks  wen-  made  is  an  addi-  '  especially  p.  333. 
tional  proof  of  the  danger  of  propheay-  |  "  Lettres  et  Negociations  de  Buzan- 
ing.  "  Ceux  qui  snndent  et  connais-  ,  val,  par  le  Professeur  Vreede.  Leyde, 
sent  &  quoy  c«  mene,"  wrote  Aerssens     1846,  p.  300. 
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France,  sho  hardly  coveted  tlieir  poesession.  "  We  ought 
not  to  flatter  ourselves,"  said  Bnzanva!,  "that  these  maritime 
peoples  will  cast  thomselves  one  day  into  our  nets,  nor  do  I 
know  that  it  would  be  advisable  to  pull  in  the  net  H  they 
should  throw  themselves  in."  ^ 

Henry  was  fxill  of  political  schemes  and  dreams  at  this 
moment — as  much  as  his  pa-^sion  for  Mademoiselle  d'Entrai- 
gues,  who  had  so  soon  supplanted  the  image  of  the  dead 
Gabrielle  in  his  heart,  would  permit.  lie  was  very  well 
disposed  to  ohtain  jKisses-sion  of  the  Spanish  Netherlands," 
whenever  he  should  see  his  way  to  such  an  acquisition,  and 
was  even  indulging  in  visions  of  the  imperial  crown. 

He  was  tlirrcforo  already,  and  for  the  time  at  least,  the 
most  intense  of  pajustj^.'"  He  was  determined  to  sacriiice  the 
Huguenot  chiefs,  and  introduce  the  Council  of  Trent,  in 
order,  as  he  told  Du  Plessis,  that  all  might  be  Christians.  If 
he  stiU  retained  any  remembrance  of  the  ancient  friendship 
between  lu'mself  and  the  heretic  republic,  it  was  not  likely 


*  Lettres.  ftc.,  uhi  $up. 

"  Nor  would  it  eeem  that  the  pro- 
ject, nUhough  much  feared  by  tlie 
English  queen,  waa  nt  all  distaste- 
fui  to  the  Ncthei^und  statesmen. 
"  M'ayant  soureat  dit  et  redit  Brnie- 
fcld."  wrote  BiuanTal,  '*  qtie  i»i  le  roy 
Touloit  n'ttetcr  les  droits  qa'il  pre- 
tend sur  Icit  dites  urorinoes  que  lea 
Etnts  dea  Provinces  Unies  luy  ayder- 
oient  |Minr  nn  tcl  cffot  de  ioate  leur 
Jfivtx'.  nt*  prcUMidnnt  iceux  otata  pour 
icnit  butiu  quo  rassunincc  do  cette 
ocMto  de  mer.  vt  cert^s  »i  cvln  etoit,  ils 
poORont  donner  8uuvi-tnent  ct  a  Icur 
aise  nveo  une  bonne  ct  etn)it(>  ulliRDce 
qu'ils  etperoient  fair?  nvec  In  Fmnce 
qui  lea  ranintiendroit  wnlro  toutp  nu- 
tre  ffiroe  etmuffore  dp  qiielque  costo 
qu'ello  [lexit  arrivc-r.  M.  k>  1*.  Mnu- 
rice  me  i»urlnnt  de  Dunkcrquc  le  jour 
de  son  {tortomont  jc  luy  Us  deniande 
"1  lu  pourroit  mninteuir  upre^  I'Bvoir 

nquuH>,  11  inc  dit  quo  mainUcmcnt 

Ds  y  tenir  toujours  une  annvc.  Je 
k  pTBSMy  dATantage  et  ^usqncs  la  qn'il 
mt  a  me  dire  *  Je  crois  que  les  etata 
fcToient  bien  en  on  tel  cas dcla  mefctre 
•a  mains  du  roy ; '  je  lui  Av»  que  je 


ne  pensoia  pas  que  noos  Toulussions 
rompre  notre  jeusne  pour  si  jieu  de 
chose.  8i  faut  il.  dit  il,  un  que  cette 
TJUe  nous  mange  ou  que  nou»  la  man- 

Cs si  nous  In  tenons  une  fois,**  &c. — 
BOTal  to  VilleToy.  25  June.  ICOO. 
{.MS.  in  Boys]  Library  at  the  Hague.) 
*»  **  Auasy  Bommes  nous  en  tem{ia  icy 
que  les  aflkires  ee  convent  et  attendent 
lour  fomjo  imr  la  force.  La  desunion 
de  ceux  de  la  rehVion  est  projettee,  le 
Conoilo  de  Trcnte  en  cotte  considera- 
tion en  bon  tcrrne  pour  an  verification, 
le  S'  dn  Pleftftis  twicritic  nu  {Mipe.  les 
Jesniies  Bur  le  rclour,  rempire  promia 
an  roy  et  son  innriafro  arrt-t^  poui  le 
moia  do  8cpU>mbrc."  —  Aeraaens  to 
Valck.  19  May,  IGOO.  MS. 

"  Su  MajosU  CCS  joun  paaos  cUt 
a  bon  ejcicnt  kM.de  Bouillon  siir  oos 
dolcnncTfl  pour  rAascmblee  eontrc  oca 
farce'cs  converhiona  que  commc  roy  il 
doit  desircr  qu'iino  religion  en  son 
rnyaumc  ct  a  M.  dn  Plessis  allegnant 
les  incoHTenicns  du  Gcoioile  (de  Trent) 
sy  faut  il  (fit  11)  qa'onfln  nous  soions 
tons  Chratiens.  — Aonscns  to  Valck, 
10  April,  1600.  (Oague  Archives 
MS.) 
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These  were  not  times  in  which  the  Hollanders,  battling  as 
stoutly  against  Spain  and  the  pope  as  they  had  done  during 
the  years  when  the  repoblic  stood  shoulder  to  shoulder  with 
Henry  the  Huguenot,  could  hope  for  aid  and  comfort  from 
their  ancient  ally. 

It  is  very  characteristic  of  that  age  of  dissimulation  and  of 
reckless  political  gambling,  that  at  the  very  moment  when 
Henry's  marriage  with  Marie  de  Medicis  was  already  arranged, 
and  when  that  princess  was  soon  expected  in  Lyons,  a  cabal 
at  the  king's  court  was  busy  with  an  absurd  project  to  marry 
their  sovereign  to  the  Infanta  of  Spain.  It  is  true  that  the 
Infanta  was  already  the  wife  of  the  cardinal-ai-chduke,  but 
it  was  thought  possible — for  reasons  divulged  through  the 
indiscretions  or  inventions  of  the  father  confessor — to  obtain 
the  pope's  dispensation  on  the  ground  of  the  nullity  of  the 
aarriage.**  Thus  there  were  politicians  at  tlie  French  court 
Briously  occupied  in  an  attempt  to  deprive  the  archduke  of 
lis  wife,  of  his  Netherland  provinces,  and  of  the  crown  of  the 
aoly  Roman  empire,""  which  he  still  hoped  to  inherit."    Yet 


Thou  (who  WBS  one  of  the  OBthoIio 
umpires  at  the  conference),  t.  xiii. 
pp,  445-449,  L,  123. 

**  Votis  rirez  si  je  voog  dis,"  yrmie 
Aeraeons,  minister  of  the  Dutch  Be- 
pnhlio  in  France,  to  Valcke.  "  que  le 
Mcret  en  est  ou'on  pretend  encor  de 
ffcire  ^tooser  I'lnfante  d'Espegne  au 
roy.  qui  k  cette  occasion  n©  se  haete 

Soint  vers  Lyon  et  a  rejette  la  venue 
e    la    Florentine  jusqu'en    Octobre, 
LJ'obligeaut  k  la  compagnie  de  sa  kbut. 
iLc  plus   vrai  est  qiie  le  roy  prend 
ctrci  pour  prptext.     Cor  il  pense  totale> 
ment  a  M"»  d'Antraignes  k  laquelle  il 
a  d(»nne  aeconde  promeese  en  caa  de 
^snafile.    Copendant  on  a  aceu  de  bonne 
xt  quo  rinfnntc'  ayant  confer^  arec 
^(JADK*  d'hotineur   s'etait  pliUnt   de 
"abilite  de  I'arcLiduc  aux  parties 
am I'lnlii  11(^8  dti  mariage.    Surquoy 
[elk'  projfttait  nnp  diiip<.'n9e  a  Rfirue, 
I mt'dirttidn  par  le  my,  durant  le  sejour 
■  de  Madame  la  DuchesH>  de  Beaufort 
l«n  cettte  cour,  qui  no  s'eu  e*t  espargn^ 
|»n  nipport.   Ce  que  je  di»  est  vrai  pour 

VOL.  in. 


la  caballe,  maia  jlgoore  la  veiit^  du 
faict  et  quand  tout  seroit  atnsi  on 
s'aTeujrle  trop  au  desir  de  onire  quo  le 
Boy  d'Espegne  aouffiist  oeste  alU» 
ance."  *c. — Aerasene  tn  Valclr,  12 
June,  1600.  (Hague  Archives  MS.) 
'^  "  Le  Comte  de  Manderscheyd  a 

farle  asscz  francheinent  a  l^IonHeur  le 
*rince  Maurice,  comme  il  ma  dit  dee 
indiBDOsitions  ordinaires  de  la  cervelle 
de  I'Empereur,  du  peu  de  oout*ntemf  nt 
que  les  princes  soit  Catholicquea  wit 
protestantfl  commencent  h  avoir  de  luy 
et  du  desir  qu'ils  ont  de  so  transferer 
Tempire  h  une  autre  maiaon  que  celle 

do  Autriclic Cda  nouadoit 

faire  un  peu  lever  ics  oreiliea  en  nous 
rendant  ca|)oble  de  gmndcs  chosea," 
Ac— Buzanvol  to  Vuleroy,  25  June, 
1600.  (licttrps  do  Buzanvnl  in  the 
Royal  Lilimry  f»f  the  Hogue  3LS.) 

*  "  L'nrrliiduo  ....  qui  ttmclie 
(i^jh  du  dnigt  a  {'election  du  Roy  dee 
Romains."  —  Vreede,  Negwintions  de 
Buzanval.  p.  281. 

2   Q 
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^  acknowledged  that  tlie  Dutch  navy  had  averted  tlie  storra 
which  threatened  to  descend  upon  her  kingdom  out  of  Spain, 
the  Spanish  ships  destined  for  the  coast  of  Ireland  having 
been  dispersed  and  drawn  to  the  other  side  of  the  world  by 
these  demonstrations  of  her  ally.  For  this  she  vowed  that 
she  would  be  eternally  grateful,  iind  she  said  as  much  in 
"  letters  full  of  sugar  and  honoy  " — according  to  the  French 
envoy — which  she  sent  to  the  States  by  Sir  Fmncis  Vere.^ 
She  protested,  in  short,  that  she  had  been  better  and  more 
promptly  served  in  her  necessities  by  the  Netherlands  than 
by  her  owm  gubjects.^ 

All  this  sugar  and  honey  however  did  not  make  the  mission 
of  Envoy  Edmonds  leas  bitter  to  the  States.  They  heard  that 
he  wtia  going  about  through  half  the  cities  of  the  ob«?dient 
Netherlands  in  a  sort  of  triumphal  procession,  and  it  was  the 
general  opinion  of  the  politicians  and  financiers  of  the  conti- 
nent that  peace  between  Spain  and  England  was  as  good  as 
made.  Naturally  therefore,  notwithstanding  the  exuberant 
expressions  of  gratitude  on  the  part  of  Elizabeth,  the  repul> 
lican  Government  were  anxious  to  know  what  all  tliis  par!e\'ing 
meant.  They  could  not  believe  that  people  would  make  a 
raree-show  of  the  English  envoy  except  for  sufficient  reason.^ 
Caron  accordingly  presented  himself  before  the  20  Jan. 
queen,  with  respectful  inquiries  on  the  subject  He  *^°' 
found  her  in  appearance  very  augry,  not  with  liim,  but  with 
Edmonds,  from  whom  she  bud  received  no  advices.  "I  don't 
know  what  they  are  doing  with  him,"  said  her  ALijesty.  **  I 
hear  from  others  that  they  arennging  the  church  bells  wher- 
ever he  goes,  and  that  they  have  carried  him  through  a  great 


*»  Nogotrntions  dc  Buzanval,  pp. 
331.  332. 

"  n»id.  "Ayant  icoulx  imvireB 
nrifl  I'isle  de  la  gmudo  Canarie  nvecq 
Itt  villo  et  chastoaux  d'  Meoq.  La  cour 
d'£qwgtte  PTi  opjirint  la  noavolle  au 
tacia  <fe  Jtiillt't  avcrq  ndvis  que  k-s 
notrcfl  »'y  f»^tilloipTit  la  quelle  fit 
ohaiig»!>raa  conseil  d'Eapas^e  Ift  dite 
rMoiutktn  et  trouver  bon  de  constrver 
le  leur  a  tinpeohcr  la  dito  fortification 
et  choaser  noa  navires  de  la  mer  et  par 


ainai  n  remectro  lew  pmnier  deisein 
pour  I'an  jinx'hain.  Hur  quoy  il  fut 
oommand^  au  dit  Adelantndo  dc  ee 
tmnsporter  avec  Ic  pla«  forte  de  la 
flotte  vt»ra  la  pmnde  Onimrie  comme 
aussi  Bur  la  Hri   '  l  *      7*1  H  a. 

cinj^le  Vera  la  :  |QUito 

nav^ren  de  gii-:.  ,  :         --(iene? 

ml  to  the  Qu«?ij,  17  <»ci.  I5ltt>.  (Afc 
chives  of  the  llA^nie  M8.) 

**  AcnaeRA  to  Valck.  10  April.  1«00. 
!MS,  lefore  tit^l.) 
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to  its  arch-eneiri^,  to  shut  the  narrow  seas  against  its  ships, 

that  they  never  more  could  sail  westward,  and  to  abandon 

|its  whole  popidatioii  to  their  fate,  would  be  a  deed  of  treachery 

.as  history,  full  of  haman  baseness  as  it  is,  has  rarely 

obliged  to  record. 

Before  these  propositions  had  been  made  by  Verreycken 

Elizabeth  protested  that,  should  he  ofier  them,  she  would  send 

him  home  with  such  an  answer  that  people  should  ttilk  of  it 

for  some  time  to  come.     *'  Before  I  consent  to  a  single  one  of 

those  points,"  said  the  queen,  "  1  wish  myself  taken  from  this 

world.     Until  now  I  have  been  a  princess  of  my  word,  who 

woiUd  rather  die  than  so  falsely  deceive  such  good  people  as 

the  States."  ^^     And  she  made  those  protestations  with  such 

expression  and  attitude  that  the  Dutt'h  envoy  believed  her 

incapable  at  that  moment  of  dissimulation.*' 

Nevertheless  her  indignation  did  not  carrj'  her  so  far  as  to 
induce  her  to  break  oil'  the  negotiations.  The  answer  of 
which  mankind  was  to  talk  in  time  to  come  was  simply  tliat 
she  would  not  send  her  commissioners  to  treat  for  peace 
unless  the  Spanish  Government  should  recede  from  the  three 
points  thus  offered  by  Verreycken.^  This  certainly  was  not 
a  very  blasting  reply,  and  tlie  Spanish  agents  were  so  far 

[from  losing  heart  in  oonseqiience  that  the  informal  confer- 
ences continued  for  a  long  time,  much  to  the  discomfort  of 
the  Netherlanders. 
For  more  than  an  hour  and  a  half  on  one  occasion  of  an 
imcommouly  hot  afternoon  in  April  did  Noel  de  Caron  argue 
with  her  31ajesty  against  these  ill-boding  negotiations,  and 
ever  and  anon,  oppressed  by  the  heat  of  the  weather  and 
the  argument,  did  the  qneen  wander  fiom  one  room  of  the 
palace  to  the  other  in  search  of  cool  air,  still  bidding 
the  envoy  follow  her  footsteps.  "  We  are  tntvelling  about 
like  pilgrims,"  said  Elizabeth,  "but  what  is  life  but  a 
pilgrimage  ?  " 

Yet,  notwithstanding  this  long  promenade  and  these  moral 

V  Oton  to  the  States,  22  Feb.  1600.    .' ArchivM  of  the  H«cuo  MS.) 
»  Ibid.  »•  Same  to  same.  12  April,  1600.— MS.  before  eitod. 
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The  French  dbvemment  was  in  a  similar  state  of  alarm  in 
consequence  of  the  Gertruydenberg  conferences.** 

The  envoy  of  the  archdukes,  Marquis  d'Havr^,  reported  on 
the  other  hand  that  all  attempts  to  negotiate  had  proved 
fruitless,  that  Olden-Bameveld,  who  spoke  for  all  his  col- 
leagues, was  swollen  with  pride,  and  made  it  but  too  manifest 
that  the  States  had  no  intention  to  submit  to  any  foreign 
jurisdiction,  but  were  resolved  to  maintain  themselves  in 
the  form  of  a  republic.** 

**  Caron's  Despatches,  in  Van  Deventcr.  ii.  289.    AensenB*  Deepatch. 
♦*  Ibid.    Havre  to  the  Archduke. 
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